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William  Sulzer 


OF  TIME  AND  SPACE. 

By  Wm.  Sulzer 

Former  Governor  of  New  York. 


Our.  word  time  comes  from  the  old  Saxon 
word  tima.  It  is  not  related  to  the  Latin  word 
tempus. 

Time  is  a  measurement  from  one  event  to 
another  event.  It  is  the  distance  of  duration 
from  one  period  to  another  period. 

What  we  call  time  is  measured  by  successive 
intervals.  The  astronomical  information  for  this 
statement  is  the  rotation  of  the  earth,  which, 
from  remotest  antiquity,  has  been  employed  as 
a  measurement.  Astronomers  use  what  they 
call  sidereal  time,  and  regulate  their  chronom- 
eters accordingly.  Many  ancient  people  mea- 
sured time  by  the  moon — called  lunar  time.  Now 
the  countries  of  the  world  use  solar  time,  which 
means  the  successive  returns  of  the  sun  to  the 
meridian ;  but  neither  lunar  time,  nor  solar  time, 
was  ever  an  accurate  measurement.  The  Mayan 
people  fixed  their  time  by  the  transit  of  Venus, 
which  was  the  most  accurate  calendar  of  any 
people  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

More  than  7,000  years  ago  the  wise  men  of 
India  saw  four  planets  in  conjunction.  So  far 
as  they  knew  this  had  never  happened  before. 
It  was  a  marvelous  sight.  They  called  it  the 
"Caliyoga."  Then  they  decreed  that  it  should 
constitute  the  year  one,  and  that  every  600 
years  thereafter  a  Hindu  god,  or  sacred  person, 
should  be  born.  This  reckoning  was  subse-  , 
quently  adopted  by  other  people  in  the  East,  but 
most  of  them  changed  the  number  of  years  to 
suit  their  own  views,  history,  or  tribal  tradi- 
tions. Astronomers  now  know  that  these  four 
planets  are  in  conjunction  every  28,000  years. 

When  the  Roman  Senate  decreed  Augustus 
Caesar  god,  and  made  his  person  sacred,  they 
adopted  a  new  calendar,  and  made  his  birthday 
the  year  one — Anno  Domini.  They  also  named 
our  days  and  months.    Their  calendar,  however. 


was  so  inacctirate  that  centuries  afterwards  jt 
had  to  be  reformed  by  adding  ten  days.  This 
change  made  it  more  accurate,  but  it  is  now  far 
from  being  correct. 

The  story  of  time,  throughout  the  earth,  is 
one  of  constant  change  and  variation.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  there  is  no  such  thing  as  "Time". 
It  is  a  mere  figment  of  the  imagination,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  stellar  universe.  Never- 
theless, I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  greatest  scientists  in  the  world  will  meet, 
and  agree  upon  a  more  accurate  system  of 
measurement  than  we  have  at  present.  Our 
days,  and  months,  and  years,  should  be  so  ar- 
ranged that  our  calendar  will  be  accurate,  and 
excite  less  derision,^  and  cause  less  confusion. 
Our  calendar  now  is  archaic,  and  out  of  line 
with  scientific  knowledge. 

Regarding  space,  that  is  a  different  proposi- 
tion. Space  is  a  fact.  We  can  see  it.  We  know 
it.  It  has  no  center,  and  no  circumference.  It 
had  no  beginning,  and  can  have  no  end.  It  is 
occupied  by  all  the  matter  in  the  stellar  uni- 
verse, of  which  our  earth,  and  our  sun,  are 
infinitesimal  grains  of  sand  on  the  shoreless  sea 
of  interstellar  space.  So  I  assert,  from  study, 
observation,  and  reflection,  without  fear  of  suc- 
cessful contradiction,  the  following,  viz: 

First:  There  is  no  time. 

Second:  Space  has  no  limitations.  It  is  not 
expanding  or  contracting. 

Third:  Matter  is  scattered  here  and  there, 
throughout  space.  Matter  is  alive,  and  in  con- 
tinuous flux,  which  means  change  and  trans- 
formation. If  all  the  matter  we  know  about 
in  space  was  united  it  would  mean,  so  far  as 
space  is  concerned,  just  about  as  much  as  an 
atom  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Station.  It  is  hard  to  visualize  this,  but 
it  is  true.  Matter  is  indestructible.  The 
natural  state  of  matter  is  motion.  Everything 
moves;  everything  changes.  There  is  nothing 
permanent  but  change— metamorphism.  For 
every  action  there  is  reaction,  of  equal  force, 
and  opposite  in  direction. 


Fourth:  Motion  is  a  natural  law  like 
change.  Al  matter  is  in  constant  motion. 
There  is  nothing  static,  and  the  law  of  motion 
IS  perpetual.  Motion  is  force;  and  force  is 
energy;  and  energy  in  its  last  analysis  is  elec- 
tricity. The  law  of  motion  applies  to  every 
electron  in  space. 

Fifth:  These  natural  laws  which  apply  to 
^^M^'  "^i"^"!'  '^''^"ee,  and  motion  are  immu- 
table. The  knowledge  of  these  natural  laws, 
and  their  application,  constitutes  all  that  we 
know   concerning   the   stellar   universe. 

Now  and  then  a  few  Physicists  advance  the 
theory  that  time  and  space  are  one— three  parts 
space  and  one  part  time.  This,  they  tell  us,  is 
the  recipe  for  the  cosmos.  However,  a  little 
thought  will  prove  to  any  logical  brain  that 
this  theory  is  erroneous.  As  there  is  no  time, 
and  time  does  not  exist,  it  follows  as  a  logical 
conclusion  that  time  cannot  be  a  part  of  space. 
_^  We  also  hear  much  in  recent  days  about 
Relativity" — especially  from  Professor  Ein- 
stein. Relativity  is  as  old  as  the  mountains. 
It  was  taught,  thousands  of  years  ago,  by  the 
wise  men  of  India;  then  by  the  sages  of 
Chaldea;  and  from  their  teachings  the  Greeks 
learned  about  it.  Some  of  the  greatest  of  the 
ancient  Greeks  declared  that  everything  in  the 
stellar  universe  was  relative.  Before  Profes- 
sor Einstein  was  born  several  German  philos- 
ophers, and  English  scientists,  asserted  the 
theory. 

I  have  read  everything  Mr.  Einstein  has 
written,  and  so  far  as  I  can  find  out  he  has 
made  no  discovery,  nor  added  an  iota  to  the 
sum  of  human  knowledge.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  his  ability  as  a  mathematician,  but  there 
has  been  nothing  added  to  mathematics  since 
Newton. 

Hegel  boasted  that  only  one  person  in  the 
world  understood  him.  Einstein  boasts  that 
only  about  a  dozen  people  in  the  world  under- 
stand him.  Hegel  was  in  error,  and  Einstein 
is  laboring  under  a  delusion.  Einstein's 
abracadabra,  like  that  of  many  of  his  predeces- 
sors, in  the  classic  word  of  Henry  Ford  is 
"Bunk." 


they  said,  his  campaign  statement  of 
election  expenses  was  irregular,  notwith- 
standing that  it  was  shown  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law. 

The  laws  of  New  York  declare  the  Gover- 
nor can  only  be  removed  "for  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt misconduct  in  office."  The  conspirators 
in  the  "Murphy  Court  of  Infamy"  removed 
the  Governor  on  a  flimsy  charge  of  something 
he  is  alleged  to  have  omitted  to  do  long  prior 
to  his  inauguration' — and  even  this  charge  was 
shown  to  be  absolutely  false. 

Mr.  Sulzer  is  the  first  man  in  history  to  be 
removed  from  a  great  elective  office  by  a 
"Packed  Star  Chamber  Political  Court"  for 
an  alleged  something  omitted  before  he  took 
office.  The  so-called  Quack  trial  was  a 
travesty  on  Justice. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  Gov- 
ernor refused  to  be  bossed;  worked  for  the 
people  instead  of  Invisible  Government; 
could  not  be  bought  or  bullied;  and  had  set 
in  motion  the  machinery  of  justice  to  send 
political  grafters  to  prison.  As  one  of  the 
bosses  put  it  after  the  trial:  "We  had  to 
put  him  out,  or  he  would  put  us  in" — mean- 
ing that  if  the  bosses  did  not  remove  the 
Governor,  the  Governor  would  send  them 
to  prison  for  robbing  the  taxpayers. 

Mr.  Sulzer  is  an  American — through  and 
through — and  his  record  proves  it.  He  has 
always  been  a  quarter  of  a  century  ahead 
of  the  times.  He  is  popular  with  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  people  because  of  his  in- 
herent honesty,  his  generosity,  and  his 
sunshiny  disposition.  No  wonder  he  is  so 
successful  as  a  vote-getter,  and  that  his  loyal 
followers  call  him  "Plain  Bill" — and  love  him 
for  the  enemies  he  has  made. 

Governor   Sulzer  is  a  "Commoner."     The 
more  you  know. him,  the  more  you  see  of  him,, 
the  more  you  study  him  at  close  range — the 
[47] 
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Sayings  of  a  Sourdough 

By  "SOURDOUGH   BILL" 

THE   FOLLOWING  WILL  TELL  YOU 

(Reprinted   by  permission  from   the  Alaska 
Miner,  Nov.   15,   1929.) 

"Last  night  the  'Sourdougha  of  Alaska'  g^ve 
a  gneat  reception;  to  their  friend,  and  Life 
Member,  Wm.  Sulzer,  of  Neiw  Yoi*k — ^lawyer 
and  orator;  soldier  and'  statesman;  thinker 
and  triaveler ;'  pioneer  and  philosopher — one  of 
the  great  men  of  our  times. 

"Mr.  Sulzer  delivered  a  great  speech  on  the 
'Wonderland  of  the  World';  but  as  no  stenog- 
rapher took  it  down  we  cannot  report  it,  and 
we  regret  it;  but  we  know  Sulzer,  and  we 
want  our  readers  to  know  him  as  well  as  we 
do — so  here  is  the  Truth — and  that  will  pre- 
vaiL 

"  'Sourdough  Bill' — ^Wm.  Sulzer — ^was  bom 
in  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  on  March  18,  1863, 
of  German  and  Scotch  Irish  parentage.  His 
father  was  a  fanmer  near  Elizabeth,  and  Wil- 
liam was  educated  in  the  country  school,  and 
later  for  law  at  Columibia  Univer&ity. 

"His  parents  intended  their  sDn  for  the  min- 
istry; 'but  he  preferred  the  law,  and  was  duly 
admittedl  to  the  l>ar  on  attaining  his  majority, 
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in  1884.  He  soon  beicame  recognized  as  a 
sound  lawyer,  and  an  doquent  jpulbldc  speaker. 
His  success  in  law  has  only  been  equaled  by 
his  prominenoe  in  politics.  He  wias  elected 
to  the  New  York  Assemlbly  in  1889,  and  re- 
elected for  fi-ve  years.  In  1893  he  was  the 
Speaker  of  the  Legislature — ^the  youngest  in 
the  State.  He  made  a  splendid  record  for 
.usefulness  at  Albany.  No  one  ever  questioned 
his  honesty,  his  sincerity,  or  his  capability. 

"In  1894  the  old  Tenth  District,  of  New 
Yoifc  City,  sent,  him  to  the  Fifty-fourth  Con- 
gress. He  was  returned  toac  -tav^enty  y^earp,  by 
increasing  majorities.  His  course  in  Congress 
was  one  of  hard  work  and  steady  independ- 
ence. He  was  a  staunch  friend  of  the  suffer- 
ing Cubans.  His  .sympathies  are  world-wide; 
his  ideas  are  , broad;  and  his  work  national 
and  international. 

"He  introdiicied  the  law  declaring  war 
against  Spain;  the  constitutional  amendment 
by  which  United  States  Senators  are  elected 
by  direct  votes  of  the  people;  and  the  law 
increasing  the  pay  of  letter  carriers.  He  is 
the '  author  of  the  resolution  denouncing  the 
Jewish  outrages  in  Russia ;  the  law  abrogating 
Siussian.  Treaties — which  historians  now  de- 
clare preicipiitated  the  World  War;  the  law  in- 
ereasing  the  pensions  of  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  Union;  the  law  to  raise  the  wredc  of 
the  Maine;  and  the  copyright  law.  He  is  the 
author  of  the  law  to  re-eat5blish  the  merchant 
marine  ;-,for'  a  geiaerBl  •  paiceis  jjost ;  'for  -  ha- 


m 

tional  aid  in  the  construobion  of  good  roads; 
the  law  to  create  the  Deparbmeni  of  La'boi, 
■with  a  Secretary  having  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet; 
and  of  many  other  measures  all  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  people  of  the  country.  His  record 
at  Albany,  and  at  Washington,  is  a  construc- 
tive monument  to  his  untiring  zeal,  his  inde- 
fatigable industry;  and  his  far  seeing  states- 
ma  n^ip. 

"Mr.  Sulzer  was  chairman  of  the  important 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  made  good 
as!  a  diplomat  by  keeping  the  country  out  of 
■war  ■with  Mexico;  by  re-organizing  the  Diplo- 
matic and  Consular  Service,  placing  the  latter 
on  the  merit  system;  and  aiding  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Repuiblic  of  China.  He  has 
always  been  a  great  friend  and  advocate  of 
the  Chinesie  Peo'ple.  He  is  -widely  read;  is 
considered  a  fine  international  lawyer;  and 
has  demonstrated  great  ability  along  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  diplomatic  lines- 

"On  account  of  the  great  record  Mr.  Sulzer 
had  made  in  Congress,  and  in  the  Legislature, 
the  people  of  New  York,  in  1912,  demanded 
his  nomination  for  Governor,  and  he  was 
eleteted  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a 
candidate  for  that  office.  As  the  Governor 
he  did  more  big  honest,  fearless,  progressive, 
and  independen-t  thingsi  in  less  time  than  any 
other  man  that  ever  held  that  office.  Because 
he  did  these  things,  and  because  he  was  inde- 
pendent, the  corinipt  Bosses,  and  the  Preda- 
tory interests,   conspired  to  get  him,  out   of 
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his  posiMan,  andi  his  ouster — wias  the  greatest 
political  conspiracy  in  the  hisbory  of  America. 
Aiocordine  to  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Allbert 
Shaw,  editor  of  the  Review  of  Reviews,  Chief 
Justice  Ed-ward  White,  of  the  UjS.  Supreme 
Court,  Colonel  Henry  Watterson,  Chief  Jus- 
tice Edigiar  M.  CuWen,  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
Senator  John  C.  Spooner,  Colonel  Alexander 
S.  Bacon,  and  thousiands  of  other  eminent 
citizenis,  Wm.  Sulaer  had  done  no  wrong,  and 
was  the  greatest  reform  Governor  in  the  his- 
tory of  New  York.  Their  judgment,  at  the 
time,  will  be  the  verdict  of  history. 

"In  Alasika  Mr.  Sulzer  is  known'  in  every 
home,  and  is  affectionately  called  "Sourdough 
Bill."  No  man  has  dbne  more  for  the  great 
Northland  than  Wm.  Sulzer.  No  man  knows 
more  albout  Alasika.  No  man  can  better  pre- 
sent Alaska's  greatness.  He  first  came  to 
Alaska  in  1883,  and  since  then  he  has  visited 
and  explored  Alastea  thirty-six  times.  He  is 
a  life  memJber  of  the  Alaska  Pioneers;  the 
Sourdoughs;  the  Arctic  Brotherhood,  the 
Walrus  Society;  the  Yukon  Club;  the  Tanana 
Club;  and  the  Klondyke  Stampeders.  No  man 
has  seen  so  miuch  of  Alaska.  No  man  is  more 
interested  in  Alaska  than  Wm.  Sulzer  and 
some  day  Alaska  will  rear  a  great  monument 
to  his  memory  for  all  that  he  has  done  for 
Alaska — and  no  man  ever  did  more.  While 
in  Congress,  enacting  laiws  for  Alasika,  he 
wag  called  the  Wm.  Pitt  of  the  Great  North- 
land,   and   he   richly   deserves   the   title.    He 
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was  a  prominent  figure  in  every  stampede, 
md  an  heroic  friend  in  every  Gold  Camp. 

"Sourdough  Bill"  S-ulzer  has  been  mining  in 
Alaska  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  has 
put  on  the  map  some  of  the  richest  mines  in 
the  Northland.  He  loves  mining.  He  is  a 
miner  who  mines,  and  he  knows  mining  from 
the  grass  roots  to  the  depths.  Like  the  late 
George  Hearst  when  he  simells  a  mine  he  never 
quits,  and  he  owns  today  some  of  the  rkh- 
eslt  mines  under  the  American  Flag,  and  every 
miner  and  prospector  in  Alaska  loves  'Bill' 
and  will  tell  you  the  word  of  Sulzer  is  a 
guaranteed  bond.  Go  into  the  mining  camps 
of  our  far  flung  frontier,  and  in  almost  every 
shaok  you  will  see  the  picture  of  Sulzer — the 
friend  of  the  Pioneer. 

"Mr.  Sulzer  is  an  American' — ^through  and 
through — and  his  record  proves  it.  He  has 
always  been  a  quarter  of  a  century  ahead  of 
the  times.  He  is  popular  with  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  people  because  of  his  inherent 
honesity,  hisi  generosity,  and  his  sunshiny  dis- 
position. No  wonder  he  was  so  successful  a? 
a  vote-getter,  and  that  hisi  loyal  followers  call 
him  'Plain  Bill,'  and  love  him  for  the  enemies 
he  has  made. 

"Wm.  Snlzer  is  a  'Commoner-'  The  more 
you  know  him,  the  more  you  see  of  him,  the 
more  you  study  him  at  close  range — ^the  more 
you  like  him,  and'  the  more  you  appreciate 
what  he  hias  done,  and  glory  in  his  trials  and 
triumphs.    He  needs  no  eulogy,    and  no   de- 
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f ense.  His  record  ig  as  clean  as  a  hound's 
tooth.  His  career  of  struggle  for  higher  and 
better  things,  from  a  poor  farm  boy  to  the 
Governorship  of  the  greatest  State  in  the 
Union,  is  an  epic  poem.  He  will  live  in  His- 
tory. 

"Mr.  SuJzer  is  of  large  stature,  standing 
over  six  feet  in  height,  with  a  weight  of  185 
pounds,  which  he  carries  with  the  grace  of  a 
trained  athlete.  He  is  aibstemious;  has  sandy 
hair,  and  steel  blue  eyes  that  look  straight 
into  yours,  and  read  your  innermost  thoughts. 
During  the  War  with  Spain,  and  the  World 
War,  he  organized  a  regiment  of  volunteers, 
and  was  elected  Colonel,  but  for  political  rea- 
sons the  Siilzea:  Regiments  were  not  called 
into  active  service. 

"Mr.  Sulzer's  record  is  a  monument  of  hu- 
man endeavor  in  the  vineyard  of  the  i)eople. 
He  is  the  author  of  more  good  laws  for  man- 
kind' than  any  man  today  in  America.  He  has 
run  sixteen  times  for  high  public  office,  and 
was  never  defeated  but  once  before  the  peo- 
ple. He  is  absolutely  honest;  fearless;  true 
blue;  a  genuine  statesman;  a  man  who  does 
things;  and  the  most  eloquent  champion  of  a 
righteous  cause  in  our  land. 

"Mr.  Sulzer  is  a  plodder  who  makes  prog- 
ress; a  thinker  who  acts;  an  orator  who  talks 
facts;  a  leader  who  leads;  a  legislator  who 
legislates;  and  a  statesiman  who  knows  the 
difference  between  right  and  wrong;  has  the 
courage  of  his  convictions;  and  dares  t«  do 
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the  right  regardless  of  personal  consequences. 
His  rugiged  honesty;  his  loyalty  to  his  friends; 
his  fearless  devotion  to  every  duty  have  made 
his  name  a  household  word  among  the  people 
of  Amerioa;  and  as  an  Apostle  of  Liberty 
forever  enshrined  him  in  the  hearts  of  hu- 
manity." 
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Speech  of  Hon.  Wm.  Sulzer 

at  a  dinner  oi  the  "Alaska 
Sourdoughs,"  in  the  McAlpin 
Hotel,  New  York  City,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1925. 

(Steno graphically  reported.) 

Mr.  Sulzer  said: 

"My  friends,  Alaska  is  a  marvelous  coun- 
try. It  is  a  great  land.  It  would  make  470 
States  the  size  of  Rhode  Island.  It  has  the 
greatest  gold,  and  iron,  and  copper,  and  lead, 
and  coal,  and  oil,  and  tin  deposits  in  North 
Alnerica.  Alaska  has  599,446  square  miles  of 
territory — more  than  383,645,440  acres  of  land 
— and  the  greatest  fishing  waters  in  all  the 
world,  teeming  with  the  best  foodfish  on  earth. 

"Alaska  is  over  twice  the  size  of  France  and 
Germany;  fourteen  times  the  size  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  has  more  copper  known 
today  than  Michigan  and  Arizona  combined- 
It  is  one-fifth  the  size  of  the  entire  United 
States;  has  paid  for  itself  one  hundred  fold 
over  in  money  actually  colletted  in  Alaska 
and  deposited  in  the  federal  treasury.  Alaska 
was  purchassd  from  Russia  for  $7,200,000, 
less  than  two  cents  an  acre,  and  has  prodluced 
in  gold  and  silver  and  copper  alone  more  than 
four  hundired  times  what  it  cost — the  cheiap- 
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est  ibargrain  in  land  in  the  annals  of  time. 

"Alaska  has  a  known  oil  and  coal-bearing 
area  larger  thlan  all  the  rest  of  the  oil  and 
coal-bearing  area  of  the  United'  States.  Alaska 
has  the  greatest  cattle  and  sheep  ranges  in  the 
North,  and  agricultural  possibilities  beyond 
the  imagination  of  the  finite  mind — a  mighty 
empire  is  Alaska — the  land  of  oipportunity — 
that  welcomes  heroic  men. 

"Take  the  map  of  Alaska.  If  you  place 
this  map  of  Alaska  in  actual  area  on  the  map 
of  the  United  States,  one  part  of  Alasika 
will.be  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  oivposito  Charles- 
ton; another  part  of  Alaska  will  be  in  the 
Paicific  Ocean  opposite  San  Francisco;  another 
part  of  Ala^a  will  be  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
South  of  New  Orleans;  and  another  part  of 
Alaska  will  be  in  Canada,  North  of  the  Great 
Lakes.  People  have  no  conception  of  the  vast- 
ness  of  Alaska,  and  there  has  been  dissemi- 
nated throughout  this  country  for  seiveral 
years  more  misinformation  regarding  Alaska, 
and  its  resources,  and  its  people,  than  about 
any  other  matter  of  public  moment  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country. 

"Let  us  examiine  this  map  of  Aalska.  Here 
is  the  part  of  it  called'  Southeastern  Alaska; 
and  this  part  of  it  is  called  Northern  Alasika. 
Thesie  divisions  mark  the  natural  bounderies 
of  Alaska.  Nature  made  tbem  so.  Congress 
cannot  change  them.  In  a  straight  line  from 
Cape  Chacon,  in  Southeastern  Alaska,  to  Point 
Barrow,  in  Northwestern  Alasika,  is  albout 
3,000  miles.    In  a  straight  line  from  Cuba  to 
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Greenlsnd  is  less  than  3,000  milies,  and  tboce 
is  nearly  as  much  diflference  in  the  cliniatic 
conditions  in  Alaska  on  the  Pacific  Coast  as 
there  is  between  Cuba  and  Greenland  oa  the 
Atlantic  Coast..  The  climate  on  our  Atlantic 
Coast  is  governed  to  siome  extent  by  the  Guli 
Stream.  The  climate  on  the  Alaska  Coast  is 
governed  almost  entirely  by  the  -wonderful 
Japan  current,  and  that  inexplicable  current 
is  much  greater  than  the  GuM  Stream. 

"Southeastern  Alaska  has  a  mild  climate. 
The  summers  are  cool.  The  winters  are  vrarm. 
The  mean  temperature  at  Sitka  is  the  same 
as  the  iaaean  temperature  at  Washington,  D.C. 
Southwestern  Alaska  has  a  climate  similar  to 
the  climate  of  Southern  Canada.  North  of 
the  Yukon  river  to  the  Arctic  Ocean  Alaska 
has  a  cold  climate  in  winter,  and  a  hot  climate 
dtiring  the  summer  months. 

"Southeastern  Alaska  is  comiposed  largely 
of  beautiful  islands.  It  is  a  mineral  and  a 
fishing  country,  rich  now,  and  destined  to  be- 
conne  move  so.  Some  of  these  islands  in 
Southeastern  Alaska  are  heavily  timlbered 
with  valuable  pine,  gpruce,  heinlock,  and  red 
and  yellow  cedar — spruce  enough  for  pulp 
and  pai>er  to  supply  the  demland  of  the  United 
States  for  a   thousand  years. 

"The  timber  resources  of  these  islands  in 
Southeastern  Alaska  are  invaluable,  and  thus 
far  they  have  never  known  the  sound  of  the 
woodman's  ax.  They  are  virgin  forests.  How 
manv  people  in  our  country  know  these  mat- 
ters? 
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"The  fishing  industries  in  Southeastern 
Alaska  are  Ibecomdng  the  greatest  in  the 
world.  According  to  government  reports, 
there  are  over  tiirty  different  kinds  of  food 
fisihes,  and  only  recently  the  United  States 
Fish  Commisiaion  found  the  halbitat  of  these 
fish  on  the  great  banks  off  the  coast  of 
Alaska — ^the  home  of  the  cod,  and  the  salmon, 
and  the  halibut,  and  the  herring,  and  the 
maickerel.  This  part  of  Alaska  will  furnish 
for  years  and  years  to  come  enough  food  fish 
to  supiply  the  wants  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

"Southeasitern  Alaska  will  never  be  an  agri- 
cultural country,  because  it  is  too  mountain- 
ous. It  has  no  valleys  and  no  rivers,  but  it 
has  an  ideal  climate,  and  it  is  going  to  be 
the  sportsman's,  and  the  poor  man's,  and  the 
sick  man's  paradise.  It  is  a  saying  up  there 
that  'When  the  tide  is  out  the  table  is  set,' 
because  no  man  need  go  hungry  in  Southeast- 
ern Alaska.  He  can  live  without  work,  on  the 
products  of  the  sea. 

"Sauthw^isiteim  Alaska,  from  the  interna- 
tional boundary  line  to  the  Aleutian  Islands, 
is  a  wonderful  country  and  quite  different 
from  Southeastern  Alaska.  This  part  of  Alas- 
ka is  rich  in  mineral  wealth;  incomparable  in 
its  possibilities  for  cattle  and  agriculture,  and 
part  of  it  is  well  timbered  and  exceedingly 
fertile.  There  are  great  valleys  in  this  part 
oif  ..Alaska — the.  Copiper  river  valley,  the 
:^usitna,  valley,  the  Yetna  valley,  the  Tanana 
valley,  the  valley  of  the  Kuskokwim,  and  the 
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White  River  valley — all  awaiting  develop- 
ment. It  is  estimated  that  in  this  section 
of  Alaska  there  is  more  coal  than  there  is  in 
all  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  and  within 
its  confines  are  the  greatest  cattle  and  sheep 
ranges  under  the  American  flag.  Here  is  the 
land  for  the  immigrant.  Here  is  the  place 
for  the  homeseeker.  In  these  valleys  are  vast 
stretches  of  arable  lands,  much  greater  in 
area  than  in  some  of  the  States  of  the  Union; 
and  this  part  of  Alaska,  it  is  said,  by  those 
who  are  com'petent  to  testify,  can  support  a 
larger  number  of  people  than  the  population 
of  Norway  and  Sweden  and  Finland  and  Den- 
mark combined. 

"Look  again  at  the  map.  On  the  hills  here 
in  Southwestern  Alaska  are  great  cattle, 
ranges,  and  here  in  abundance  grows  what  is 
called  buffalo  grass — grass  which  stands  five 
or  six  feet  high,  rich'  in  saccharine  matter; 
and  cattle  can  graze  here  all  the  year  without 
protection  from  the  weather.  It  is  far  su- 
perior for  cattle  grazing  than  the  most  fa- 
vored sections  of  the  Northern  States.  They 
have  no  blizzards  and  the  winters,  although 
cold,  have  little  snow,  and  the  climate  is  dry 
and  invigorating.  Cattle  graze  here  all  the 
year  and  they  are  fatter  and  in  better  condi- 
tion in  the  spring  than  they  are  in  the  fall. 
What  a  country  for  the  cattleman! 

"Southwestern  Alasika  is  destined:  in  the 
next  twenty-five  years  to  have  a  permanent 
agricultural  and  cattle  raising  populj^tjon, 
and    the    day   will    come    when    this   part   of 
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Alaska  will  oomtain  and  sustain  several  mil- 
lions of  people.  It  has  now  a  permanent  popu- 
lation of  thousands  w^ho  have  gone  there  and 
been  there  for  many  years,  many  of  whom 
were  born  there,  an-d  they  intend'  to  stay  there. 
Mark  what  I  say,  the  day  will  come  when 
Southeasrtern  and  Southwestern  Alaska  will 
have  a  larger  population  than  Norway  and 
Swedfen. 

"Alaska  north  of  the  Yukon  river  is  a  vast 
country,  stretching  away  from  the  Yukon  river 
to  the  Arctic  Ocean-  This  part  of  Alaska  has 
very  little  timber.  It  is  rich  in  gold,  oil,  coal, 
and  other  mineral  resources  and  is  essentially 
a  mining  country.  It  has  vast  dei>osits  of  gold 
and'  tin  and  oil  and  coal  and  various  other 
kinds  of  minerals.  This  part  of  Alaska  will 
always  be  sparsely  inhabited  by  a  migratory 
people  who  go  there  to  mine,  and  when  the 
mines  are  worked  out  they  will  come  away. 

"Alaska's  production  of  mineral  wealth  is 
growing  apaoe.  The  mineral  production  for 
1925  is  estimated  at  $38,370,000,  of  which 
$27,150,000  comes  from  copper  and  gold.  The 
gold  prodiuction  of  1924  amounted  to  $19,128,- 
,749.  The  copper  output  is  estimated  at  132,- 
900,000  pounds  for  1925,  against  4,241,639 
pounds  in  1915.  Alaska  mines  and  quarries 
in  1924  also  prodticed  tin,  coal,  miarlble  and 
gypsum  to  an  estimated  value  of  $2,790,000, 
an  increase  of  $1,400,000  over  1915.  The  total 
value  of  Alaska's  mineral  prodnctioni  since 
■i!  jiSSO,  when  mining  first  began,  is,  in  round 
'figures,   $506,000,000,   or   more  than   70  times 
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the  sum  paid  to  Russoa  for  the  territory. 

"Alaska  at  the  present  time  ia  cm  the  crest 
of  an  unparalleled  era  of  good  times,  and  the 
figures  show  that  trade  between  the  territory 
and  the  United  States  will  be  two  and  one-half 
times  greater  for  1&25  than  for  1915. 

"The  increase  of  gold  prodtiction,  the  devel- 
opment of  the  railroad,  agrriculture,  and  forest 
enterprises,  and  tiie  stea^  gain  in  population 
have  worked  to  bring  about  the  doubling  of 
the  business. 

"The  progress  made  in  the  treatment  of 
low-igrade  gold  and  copiper-bearing  ores,  witihin 
recent  years,  has  been  little  short  of  marvel- 
ous, and  is  now  so  eminently  successful  as  to 
warrant  the  statement  that  what  has  been 
achieved  will  be  followed  by  further  successes 
in  the  treatment  of  the  vast  bodies  of  high 
and  low  grade  ores  which  are  found  in  all 
parts  of  Alaska,  and  await  only  better  trans- 
portation facilitaes  to  invite  tl^  attention  of 
the  capital  necessary  to  make  them  produc- 
tive. 

"Do  you  know  that  long  before  California 
was  more  than  a  myth,  before  the  Columbia 
was  discovered,  before  there  was  a  United 
States,  Alaska  had  been  explored  and  settled? 
If  Chinese  records  are  to  be  believed,  the  dis- 
covery of  Alaska  antedates  the  journeys  of 
the  Norsemen  to  Greenland  and  across  the 
Atlantic. 

"According  to  the  records,  a  Chinese  Bud- 
dhist priest  traversed  the  Alaskan  shore  in 
499  A.D.   In  1711  the  Cossiacks  of  Russia  were 
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hunting-  sable  in  Alaska.  In  1724  Peter  the 
Great  with  has  awn  hand  wrote  the  instruc- 
tions for  the  expedition  that  led  to  the  discov- 
ery and  exploration  of  Bering  Sea,  and^  in  the 
following  century  Spanisih,  English  and  French 
navigators  again  and  again  headed  for  the 
Alasikan  coast  in  a  vain  effort  to  find  the 
northwest  passage  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atliintic.  The  records  of  these  explorations 
constitute  a  most  important  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  America. 

"My  friends,  you  know  I  am  a  'Sourdough.' 
I  have  made  many  trips  to  Alaska.  I  am 
one  of  the  Pioneers  of  Alaska.  I  belong  to  the 
Arctic  Brotherhood.  Year®  ago  I  said  that 
Alasfca  was  the  wonderland  of  the  world.  I 
reiterate  that.  Nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
the  country  have  no  idea  of  the  vastnes®  of 
her  boundJaries;  the  extent  of  her  domain;  the 
grandeur  of  her  seenery;  the  salubrity  of  her 
climate;  the  wonder  of  her  mountains;  the 
length  of  her  rivers;  the  tremendousness  of 
her  water  powers;  the  possibilities  of  her 
fisheries;  the  greatiwss  of  her  foreslts;  the 
grazing  advantages  in  her  valleys  for  sheep 
and  cattle;  her  untouched  agricultural  re- 
sources; her  incalculable  mineral  wealth,  and 
her  siplendid  homes  for  the  multitude  in  the 
land  up  there  that  spellg  opportunity  for  the 
earnest  worker  and  the  brave  pioneer. 

"I  have  seen  much  of  Alaska — and  I  know. 
Last  sumaner  I  was  through  the  Copper  River 
valley,  the  White  River  valley,  the  Chisana 
valley,  the  Tanana  valley,  the  Yukon  valley, 


(18) 

and  the  Ch'andalar  valley — all  great  valleys — 
rich  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice  in  mineiral 
wealth,  agrricultural  jwssibilitJes,  and  material 
resources.  These  valleys  must  now  be  opened 
to  the  people.  Transportation  will  do  it.  The 
railroad  must  be  eottended.  I  shall  do  my  part 
to  this  accomplishlmemt.  According  to  Govern- 
ment reports  those  valleys  can  feed  and  sup- 
port a  population  of  ten  millions  of  people. 

"With  transportation,  and  greater  develop- 
ment,  these  sections  of  Alaska  will  und<}ulbt- 
edly  becomie  the  richest  goild!  and  copper  dis- 
tricts in.  the  world  and  will  furnish  siusten- 
ance  and  industry  to  miEions  of  hardy  peo- 
ple. They  will  be  cattle  people  and  aigricul- 
turists,  wiho  will  supply  food'stuffsi  to  the  peo- 
ple living  in  the  large  cities  of  the  world. 
Wheat,  oats  and  barley  can  be  grown  in  these 
great  valleys  to  greater  advantage  than  any- 
where else  in  the  world,  to  say  nothing  of 
hardy  vegetables,  like  potatoes,  turnips,  ruta- 
bagas, carrots,  onions,  cabbages,  celery,  arid 
cauliflower.  This  is  on  account  of  the  soil 
and'  climatic  conditions. 

"You  may  say  that  I  am  an  Alaskan  en- 
thusiast— and  so  I  am;  but  the  things  I  said 
about  Alaska  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  are 
true  tod'ay,  and  every  one  of  my  predictions 
now  will  come  true  in  the  next  twenty>^five 
years. 

"Years  ago  I  said  that  Alaska  was  God's 
country,  and  the  wonderland  of  the  world. 
For  health,  for  climate,  for  scenery,  and  ma- 
terial resources,  it  is  the  greatest  land  on  the 


(19) 

face  of  tli«  globe.  Alaska,  that's  all!  See 
it!  See  it  first — and  you  will  agree  with  me 
aibout  it,  and  'beoome,  as  I  bedame,  an  Alaska 
Booster. 

"I  repeat  now  what  I  have  often  said  be- 
fore— that  Alaska  is  the  wonderland  of  the 
world — 'God's  country.  No  words'  can  ade- 
quately describe  it.  It  is  the  poor  man's,  and 
die  sdc^  man's,  and  the  rich  man's,  and  the 
Sportsmian's  paradise.  See  Alaska  First!  Alas- 
ka is  the  natural  art  gallery  of  the  universe. 

"The  time,  in  my  ju<%meut,  is  at  hand  when 
this  vasit  territory  must  be  developed  by  Amer- 
ican genius,  American  caipital,  and'  American 
enterprise,  and  take  my  word  for  it,  there  will 
be  no  more  healthy  and  prosperous  section  in 
all  our  progressive  country  for  American 
brawn  and  American  brain.  Alaska  is  the 
place  for  the  new  settler — for  the  hustler — for 
the  man  who  wants  to  go  ahead  and  get  on. 

"Politically  speaking,  Alaska  wants  her 
rights — that's  all!  Alaska  must  have  her 
rights.  Alaska  must  be  a  State  in  the  Union. 
That  is  destiny. 

"Visit  this  northern  wonderland.  See  it  for 
yourself.  Alaska  extends  the  glad  hand  of  fel- 
lowship. Alaska  with  her  increasing  popula- 
tion of  patriotic  people;  Alaska  with  her  in- 
vigopait.ing  climate;  Alaska  wiith  her  beautiful 
scenerv;  her  magnificent  disitances;  her  snow- 
capped mountains;  her  majestic  rivers;  her 
fertile  fields;  her  great  industries  of  fish,  and 
,jfur,  and!  timber;  Alaska  with  her  great  agri- 
cultural   possibilities;    Alaska    with    her    im- 
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mense  wealth  in  gold,  and  copper,  and  silver, 
and  lead,  and  tin,  and  iron,  and  oil,  and  coal 
— ntineral  -wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  the 
most  im^inative  person  in  the  world;  Alas- 
ka with  her  brave,  and  loyal,  and  patriotic, 
and  Godi-f earing,  American  citizens;  Alaska 
with  her  chnrchesi  and  her  schools;  her  splen- 
did public  institutions;  her  towns  and  her 
viUag«g;  Alastea  under  the  sip  lenders  of  the 
northern  lights  and  in  the  shadow,  of  the  mid- 
nig^ht  sun;  Alaska  with  her  inspiring  sights, 
her  ancient  glaciers;  Alaska  with  her  great 
h'arlbors,  and  innumerable  lakes  and  countless 
cascades;  Alaska  in  the  name  of  all  these, 
and  more,  bids  you  come  and  see — bids  you 
welcome  to  all  her  wealth;  to  all  her  grandeur; 
to  all  her  greatness;  and  to  all  her  glory!" 
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{From  Editorial  in  Nome  Nugget,  Jtdy  10, 
1924.) 

To  Governor  WilBam  Solzer 

No  matter  what  they  call  you  in  the  East 
in.  Alaska  you  will  always  be  known  as  "Sour- 
dougih  Bill" — because  you  are  one  of  us;  be- 
cause you  climlbed  Chilkoot  Pass  in  the  Klon- 
<iike  rugh;  because  you  knew  every  camp  in 
the  Yukon;  because  you  were  in  the  Nome 
Stampede;  because  you  wintered  in  the  Arctic: 
because  you  helped  oig-anize  and  are  a  life 
memiber  oif  the  Pioneers,  the  Eagles,  the  Wal- 
rus Society,  the  Alaska  Sourdougbs,  and  the 
Arctic  Brotherhood;  and  last  but  not  least, 
because  you  have  done  more  for  Alaska  than 
any  man  in  America,  living  or  dead,  and  with 
an  eloquence — unsurpassMl— can  sing  her 
story,  and  sound  her  epic. 

You're  getting  old,  Bill!  Your  mushing 
days  are  o'er;  but  you  don't  change  much — 
you  are  the  same  ol-d  Bill — genial,  sunshiny, 
and  democratic. 

From  all  that  we  can  see  you  still  have  the 
vision  of  the  seer;  the  pep  of  the  pioneer;  the 
enthusiasim  of  youth,  anid  the  maternal  love 
of  the  Great  Northliand. 

We  are  glad  you  are  with  us  again  in  Nome. 
The  boys  from  the  creeks,  and  all  of  us — 
welcome   you    with    fraternal   greetings  that 
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bring  to  memioiy  many  fond  recollecitiona  of 
the  good  old  days — gone  forever! 

We  are  glad  to  meet  "Old  Bill  Sulzer" 
again  tonight,  for  he  is  a  type  of  a  vanishing 
race.  Years  ago,  in  company  with  another 
Oldtimer,  Gerteral  Greeky,  we  walked  tie 
streets  of  Chena  together  when  10,000  others 
were  walking  those  streets  because  they  would 
TM>t  lead'  trumps.  Those  were  the  Good  Old 
Days.  Where  thrived  Chena  is  not  even  a 
monument  to  mark  the  spot.  Gone  are  the 
Steamboat  Days  and  the  Romances  of  the 
Stampede,  leaving  behind  them  only  moving 
pictures  of  "Frosty  Passions,"  "Lures  of  the 
Yukon"  and  troubles  of  the  "Chechacos."  But 
"Old  Bill  Sulzer"  is  still  here  and  just  as  stub- 
born and  dietetimined  as  ever,  and  we  ought  to 
have  a  session  tonight  where  no  dictograph 
can  listen  in,  nor  politics  intrude. 

Last  year  we  had  with'  us  a  President.  To- 
night we  have  with  us  a  man  who  was  nomi- 
nated for  President  and  refused,  the  nomina- 
tion— in  1916.  Between  the  Masons,  and  the 
Democrats,  and  the  Alaska  Pioneers,  he  ought 
to  be  made  to  feel  at  home  in  Our  Town. 

We  listen  to  your  optimism  about  Alaska, 
and  her  coming  glory;  about  the  new  strike 
and'  the  next  stampede;  about  helping  Dan 
S-utberland  in  Gongreiss;  about  the  money  you 
will  get  for  Judge  Bunnell  to  go  forward  'with 
our  College;  albout  helping  Col.  Steese  build 
the  roads,  and  the  trails,  and  the  bridges; 
about  &steB.4iag  the  Government  railroad  from 
Fairbanks  to  McCarthy;  about  opening  up  the 
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Chferndfelar,  the  Xanana,  the  Chisana,  and  the 
White  River  Valleys;  about  dissipating  the 
clouds  of  ignorance  in  the  East  concerning 
Alaska,  and  the  greatness  of  her  undeveloped 
resources. 

We  listen,   "Bill" — and   it   all   sounds  good 

to     US'. 

You're  a  real  he-man,  "Bill" — a  true  Sour- 
dough— ^a  genuine  Alaskan. 

Quit  the  effete  East,  "Bill."  You  don't  be- 
lori'S  there.  Come  back  to  us.  We  welcome 
you.  Our  homes  are  open  to  you.  The  North- 
ern lights  shine  for  you.  Our  hearthsides  long 
for  you.  Alaska — our  Alaska — wants  you — 
and  there  is  nothing  she  has  to  give  that  you 
can't  have — if  you   want   it. 

Welcome,  "Bill"!  Thrice  welcome  to  your 
old  stamping  ground.    All  Alaska  salutes  y<'U ! 
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(Reprinted    from    the    Ketchikan    Chronicle, 
June  26,  1924.) 

The  Call  of  the  North 

Read  and  dedicated  to  "Somrdough  Bill"  Sul- 
zer,  at  a  Great  Potlach  in  his  honor  in  the 
Igloo  of  Ketchiban: 

'Tis  the   sipirit  of  Alaska  that  is  calling  me 

tonight ; 
As  I   diream   in  New  York   City,   where  the 

lights  are  always  bright; 
And    I    long    to    see    the   rugged    coast   and 

snow-capped'  peaks  on  high; 
Oh,  take  me  to  Alaska!    Take  me  back  before 

I  die. 

I  can  see  the  coast  range  glistening,  crowned 

with  everlasting  snow; 
I  can  hear  the  river  roaring  in  Iftie  valley  far 

below ; 
I   can  feel   the   cool   of  evening   as  the   sun 
sinks  out  of  sight; 
'Tis  the  Spirit  of  Alaska  that  is. calling  me 

tonight 

I   can  hear   the  wind  a-sighing  through  the 

tree-tops  dark  and  tall; 
I  can  hear  the  wolves  a-oalling  as  they  band 

up  in  the  fall; 
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Welt  I  know  their  every  action  as  they  vanish 

out  of  sight; 
Tis  the  Spirit  of  Alaska  that  is  calling  me 

tonight. 

I  can  hear  ihe  city  calling  and  I  know  the 

maddtening  throng. 
As  I  watch  the  toil-worn  faces  of  the  people 

p<as3  along; 
But   the    Spirit    of    Alaska — with    its   ever 

changing  light, 
Is   calling   me   to   leave    New   York   for   my 

northern  home  tonight. 

(The  albove  poem  was  read  by  the  author 
of  the  poem  and!  dedicated  to  Hon.  William 
Sulzer  by  Igloo  No.  16,  Pioneers  of  Alaska, 
upofn  the  occasion  of  a  receiption  tendered  to 
Mr.  Sulzer  at  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  on  June  25, 
1924.  Mr.  Sulzer  was  made  a  life  member  of 
Igloo  No.  1,  at  Nome,  in  1907.) 
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The  Prospector 

By  WiM.  SULZER 
Former  Governor  of  New  York 

The  prospector  is  the  most  useful  nUam  to 
commence  and  the  most  valuable  man  to  civil- 
ization. No  i>ros!pectors,  no  mines.  No  mines, 
no  civilization. 

Politicial  economists  tell  u®  that  mining,  next 
to  agriculture,  is  the  greatest  indlustry. 

This  is  true  from  the  viewpoint,  that  if 
our  soil  were  untilled  famine  would  stalk  the 
land. 

From  a  monetary  standpoint,  however,  the 
mining  industry  is  the  greatest  in  the  world. 
The  truth  of  this  assertion  ibecomes  apparent 
when  it  is  visualized  that  mining  gives  us 
the  standard  of  value  by  which  the  price  of 
everything  produced  by  the  brain  and  brawn 
of  m,an  is  measured. 

Ah'andon  mining  and  the  value  of  every 
commodity  would  toe  insignificant,  humanity 
would  sink  back  to  the  barter  and  exchange 
age,  and  financial  paralysis  would  lock  in  its 
viselike  grasp  the  industries  of  mankind.  It 
would  be  the  greatest  calamity  that  ever  be- 
fell the  human  race,  and  in  less  than  a  cen- 
tury civilization  would  revert  to  barbarislm, 
when  primitive  m^an  knew  nothing  aibout  cop- 
per,  gold,    silver,    iron,    lead,   zinc,    and   the 
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mineral  resources  of  Mother  Earth. 

Those  who  decry  mining  are  ignorant  of 
history.  If  they  know  anything  ahout  metals 
they  mTist  know  that  all  business;  that  all 
ittdusitry;  and  that  all  human  progress  de- 
pends on  the  mines. 

The  wealth  from  the  mines'  from  the  dawn 
of  time  is  the  epic  of  human  advancement — 
of  man's  heroic  march  along  the  paths  of 
progress. 

Show  me  a  people  without  mines,  and  I 
will  sihow  you  a  people  deep  in  the  mire  of 
po-vnerty  andi  a  thousand  years  behind  the 
procession  of  civilization.  It  was  the  mines 
that  made  the  greatness  of  the  past;  that 
made  the  ancient  civilizations;  that  made 
Egypt  great;  that  miade  Greece  great;  that 
made  Rome  great;  and  in  modern  times  the 
mines  have  made  Spain,  England,  and  the 
United  States  rich  beyond  the  dreams  of 
avarice. 

Mining  is  essential  to  the  progress  of  civil- 
ization. Mining  has  done  more  for  the  hu- 
man race  than  all  other  agencies  comlbined. 
Mining  has  made  more  poor  men  millionaires 
than  all  other  things  put  together. 

More  real  profit  has  been  madfe  toy  investors 
in  mining  securities  during  the  past  century 
than   in  any  other  industry. 

Strike  down  the  miner;  shackle  mdnii^; 
throttle  the  mining  industry,  and  civilization 
will  sink  back  to  poverty  and  stagnation. 

The  greatest  benefactor  of  the  human  race 
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has  been  the  prospector.  The  most  beneficent 
men  of  all  time  are  the  far  seeing  men  whose 
briain  and  brawn  developed'  the  earth's  natural 
resounoes — the  men  who  poured  the  golden 
streams  of  mineral  wealth  into  the  lap  of 
civilization;  into  the  channels  of  trade;  into 
the  avenues  of  comimerce;  and  into  the  homes 
of  happiness. 

All  honor  to  the  miner!    All  hail  the  pros- 
pector! 
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Iron — The  Basis  of  Civilization 

By  WM.  SULZER 
Former  Governor  of  New  York 

Iron  is  the  most  useful  and  the  most  im- 
portant mineral  on  earth.  We  can  get  along 
without  gold  and  silver,  but  civilization  can- 
not get  along  without  iron.  Without  iron 
humanity  would  still  be  in  the  dawn  period. 

How  iron  was  discovered  no  one  knoiws; 
but  the  story  is  told,  and  perhaps  it  is  true, 
that  thousands  of  years  ago  a  camel  driver 
mad'e  a  fire,  where  the  desert  met  the  moun- 
tains, in  ancient  Chaldea.  He  surrounded  the 
fire  with  rooks,  or  float,  from  the  surround- 
ing hills.  During  the  night  the  fire  melted  the 
rocks.  In  the  morning  the  camel  driver  saw 
a  small  piece  of  melted  iron  which  the  fire  had 
smelted  from  the  rocks.  He  took  it  to  an  al- 
chemist, who  found  that  by  heating  it,  and 
then  hammering  it,  the  metal  could  be  mould- 
ed and  tempered  into  different  shapes.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  the  Iron  Age. 

History  tells  us  that  the  Assyrians  were 
the  first  people  to  utilize  iron  for  war.  They 
used  it  for  their  sJ>ear-points  and  arrow- 
heads, and  by  reason  of  these  weapons,  they 
came  down  like  the  wolf  on  the  fold,  and  cap- 
tured about  everything  in  the  Near  East. 

The  Bible  tells  us  in  Genesis,   Chapter  4, 
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Verse  22,  that  Tubal-cain  was  an  instructor 
of  workers  in  iron.  Long  afterwards  Solon, 
the  Greek  law  giveir,  and  philosopher,  visited 
Croesus.  The  latter  was  then  the  richest  man 
in  the  world  on  account  of  the  goldl_  he  pos- 
sessed. He  took  great  pride  in  showing  it  to 
Solon,  and  asked  the  great  Greek  hisi  opinion. 
"You  have  much  gold,"  said  Solon,  "but  if  a 
man  should  come  with  iron  he  will  take  it  away 
from  you."  Solon's  prophecy  oame  true.  Cyrus 
oame  with  iron,  conquered'  Croesus,  and  took 
away  all  his  hoards  of  gold. 

The  discoverer  of  iron  was  one  of  the  great- 
est benefactors  in  the  world.  He  deserves  the 
commendation  of  humanity,  and  a  monument 
to  his  memory  should  be  erected  in  every 
civilized  country. 

If  there  were  no  iron  there  would  be  no 
steel;  no  ferro  alloys;  no  steam;  no  factories; 
and  no  mianuf acturers.  The  farmer  would  still 
be  plowing  with  a  crooked  stick;  wars  would 
be  fought  with  clubs;  there  would  be  no  rail- 
roads; no  ships  on  the  Seven  Seas;  and  civil- 
ization would  be  where  it  was  in  the  Stone 
Age. 

Old  Mother  Nature  created  iron.  She  put 
some  of  it  in.  everything  that  livesi.  Besides 
she  realized'  how  important  this  metal  would 
be  to  human  beings,  and  for  that  reason  she 
distributed  it,  with  a  generous  hand,  through- 
out the  earth. 

The  symbol  of  iron  is  Pe.  Its  atomic  weight 
is  55-85.  On  account  of  its  abu'ndance  it  has 
been  mined,  worked,  and  utilized'  from  a  most 


(31) 

distant  period.  From  its  discovery  to  the 
present  time,  geologically  speaking,  the  world 
has  been  in  the  "Iron  Age,"  notwithstanding 
what  a  few  say  aibout  the  Bronze  Age  and  the 
Electric  Age.  The  truth  is  that  there  have 
only  been  two  Ages  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
viz:  the  Stone  Age  and  the  Iron  Age;  and  we 
are  still  in  the  "Iron  Age."  If  there  were  no 
iron  there  would  be  no  hydro-electric  plants, 
and  no  utilization  of  electricity.  Civilization 
would  be  in  the  ox-team  stage  of  development 
and  transportation. 

Since  the  discovery  of  iron  great  progress 
has  been  made,  during  the  intervening  cen- 
turies, so  that  today,  from  a  chemical  and 
metallurgical  viewpoint,  the  basis  of  all  prog- 
ress, of  all  manufacturing,  of  all  advancement, 
in  war  and  in  peace,  here  and  everywhere,  is 
due  to  the  production,  the  manufacture,  and 
the  utilization  of  iron.  It  is  the  basis  of  every 
industry,  sind  the  vanguard  of  every  step 
along  the  great  highway  of  humanity.  So  long 
as  the  supply  is  available  civilization  will 
march  on  to  higher,  and  better,  and  greater 
thinsrs  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

All  honor  to  the  discoverer  of  iron!  All 
hail  iron — the  most  essential  metal  in  the 
universe! 
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"Are  Mmerals  Alive?" 

By  WM.  SULZER 
Former  Governor  of  New  York 

When  I  was  a  small  boy,  living  on  an  old 
farm,  at  Wheatsheaf,  New  Jersey,  I  wander- 
ed often  in  the  fields,  and  the  woods,  and 
along  the  .brooks.  Niature  appealed  to  me. 
Everything  I  saw,  and  everything  I  heard, 
was   interesting   and   educational. 

Among  the  things,  in  which  I  was  much  in- 
terested, were  rooks,  and  stones,  and  peibbles. 
Whenever  I  found  one  that  looked  odd,  or  dif- 
ferent, I  brought  it  homie  and  put  it  in  my 
colleotion,  on  shelves  I  had  made  back  of  the 
corn  crib.  Every  day  I  would  study  these 
specimens,  and  was  careful  to  exclude  dupli- 
cates. Unfortunately  I  could  not  classy 
them,  or  tell  much  albout  theim,  and  none  of 
the  farmers  in  our  neighborhood  could  give 
me  any  satisfactory  information.  They  just 
tihoiight  I  was  a  queer  boy. 
,  Little  ddd  I  dream,  at  that  time,  that  I  was 
a  mineral  collector,  and  studying  geology. 
However,  as  the  years  came  and  went  I  fol- 
lowed this  inclination,  and'  have  always  been 
a  collector  of  minerals,  and  a  student  of  the 
rdcfcs.  They  tell  the  Truth.  Nothing  has 
ever  interested  me  so  much  as  Geology.  Look- 
ing  back   over   a   long   career    I   have   often 
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wished  that  I  had  selected  Geology,  instead  of 
laiw,  as  my  lifework  and  profession. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  Geology  is  the 
greater  science.  It  is  the  most  useful,  and 
the  most  utilitarian.  It  tells  the  story  of  the 
earth  on  which  we  live.  The  more  we  find  out 
about  "Old  Mother  Earth"  the  greater  we  be- 
come in  material  benefits;  in  health;  in 
progress;  in  happiness;  and  in  enlightenment. 
AM.  thiat  we  are,  and  all  that  we  hope  to  be, 
oomes  from  the  earth.  By  the  application  of 
brain  and  brawn  to  the  resources  of  Nature 
we  make  the  woarld  richer,  and  greater,  and 
humanity  happier,  along  the  great  highways 
of  civilization. 

Many  years  ago  I  was  on  Jumbo  Mountain, 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island, 
Southeastern  Alaska.  On  this  mountain  there 
is  found  almost  every  mineral  known  in  the 
world.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  places  on 
earth  to  study  geology  and  mineralogy.  With 
me  on  that  occasion  were  Dr.  Alfred  Brooks, 
of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey;  Ma- 
jor Henry  G.  Oatlin,  one  of  the  foremost  min- 
ing engineers  of  his  timie;  and  U.S.  Senator 
John  P.  Jones',  of  Nevada,  a  successful  mining 
man,  and  one  of  the  ablest  statesmen  of  our 
country. 

After  our  dinner  one  night  we  were  sitting 
in  front  of  our  cabin,  high  up  on  the  moun- 
tainside,   smoking  our   pipes. 

From  early  boyhood  I  had  the  habit  of 
asking  questions  about  matters  in  which  I 
was  interested.    In  this  way  I  often  received 
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valuaible  inforwiation.  We  had  been  studying 
the  geology,  and  mineral  resources  of  Jumbo 
Mountain,  for  several  weeks.  On' this  night 
I  asked  my  companions  the  question:  "Are 
Mineral's  Alive?"  They  stared  at  me-  The 
first  to  answer  was  Senator  Jones.  He  said: 
"Quien  sabe?"  In  reply  I  said:  "Senator,  the 
the  animal  world  is  alive.  The  vegetable 
world  is  alive.    Why  not  the  mineral  world?" 

Then  Major  Catlin  said  that  I  had  pro- 
pounded a  most  interesting  question;  but  that 
he  had  never  givera  the  question  sufficient 
study,  as  a  mining  engineer,  to  deny  or  affirm 
the  proposition.  Dr.  Brooks  had  listened  at- 
tentively. When  I  asked  him  for  his  opinion 
he  replied:  "Snlzer,  you  have  asked  one  of  the 
greatest  questions  in  science.  I  have  thought 
albout  it,  but  have  reached'  no  conclusion.  As 
you  have  asked  the  question,  perhax)s  you 
have  given  the  matter  suffitoieiit  investigation 
to  vouchsafe  an  opinion." 

"Gentlemen,"  I  said,  "You  adtait  you  do  not 
kmvw.  So  far  as  I  am  advised  no  scientist  has 
ever  advanced  the  theory  that  the  mineral 
world  is  just  as  much'  alive  as  the  animal 
world,  or  the  vegetable  world.  I  have  thought 
much  about  it-  My  opinion  is  that  the  min- 
eral world  is  alive.  It  is  very  m;uch  oldter  than 
the  vegetable  world,  and  the  vegetaible  world 
is  very  much  older  than  the  animal  world.  I 
believe  there  has  been  animal  life  on 
our  planet  for  several  miiUion  years;  that 
there  has  been  vegietalble  life  on  our  planet 
for    several    million    years    more;    and    that 
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there  has  been  mineral  life  on  our  planet  for 
more  than  a  billion  years.  Mineral  life  cam« 
first,  and  paved  the  way  for  vegebahle  life. 
Vegetable  life  caane  second,  and  paved  the 
way  for  animal  life.  Observation,  investiga- 
tion, and  diediietion  prove  it  beyond  peradven- 
ture.  No  mineral  life,  no  vegetable  life.  No 
vegetalble  life,  no  animal  life. 

"Minerals  are  a  part  of  matter,  and  all  mat- 
ter is  alive.  The  only  permanent  thing  is 
change.  Everything  that  lives  in  the  stellar 
universe  is  subject  to  this  law  of  Change,  or 
as  some  people  say — evolution.  Matter  is  eter- 
nal; it  is  without  cause;  without  origin;  and 
without  end.  All  matter  ig  alive,  and  in  con- 
stant flux  and  motion.  Matter  is  never  at  rest. 
Mineral  life  follows,  like  everything  else,  the 
infinite  law  of  change.  Its  transmutation,  or 
metamorphosis,  is  often  so  slow  that  the  hu- 
man intellect  is  incapable  of  the  perception; 
but  change  goes  on.  Mineral  atoms,  and  elec- 
trons, like  all  other  life,  are  subject  to  this 
univer^l  law,  the  potentialities  of  which  are 
energy,  and  energy  reduced  to  its  final  analy- 
sis is  pure  electrons.  The  conservation  of 
energy,  in  its  various  forms,  means  that  mat- 
ter— all  matter — is  alive;  that  it  is  in  con- 
stant motioar;  and  forever  indestructible. 
Minerals,  which  are  a  part  of  matter,  are 
alive,  and  always  in  motion.  There  is  nothing 
at  rest.  The  transformationB  are  merely 
changes  from  one  form  of  matter  to  another, 
and  all  according  to  "Old  Mother  Nature's" 
giJeat  law  of  Change." 
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When  I  finished;  Dr.  Brooks  said :  "Mr.  Sul- 
'  ?er,  assuming:  that  you  are  right,  and  there 
•is   much   in   your   argoiment,   then   you   have 
madte  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  in  the  his- 
tory of  Science." 

Since  then  other  scientists  have  conflnmed 
my  conclusions-  I  have  verified  them^  There- 
fore I  now  assert,  as  a  fact,  that  minerals 
are  alive,  and  I  challen^  science  to  success- 
fully controvert  my  assertion. 
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The  Birth  of  the  Earth 

By  WM.  SULZER 
Former  Governor  of  New  York 

More  than  a  billion  years  ago,  as  we  reckon 
tim«,  the  earth  was  born.  It.  was  bom  like 
everything  else.  Everything  in  the  animal 
world,  the  mineral  world,  and  the  vegetalWe 
world'  is  .bom,  and  lives,  and  dies.  The  union 
of  a  male  and  a  female  produces  birth.  All 
life  is  the  union  of  these  forces.  This  is  the 
primal  law  of  the  stellar  universe.  It  runs 
like  a  silver  cord  through  all  matter.  Even 
the  great  stars  are  bom. 

Our  Earth  is  a  member  of  the  Solar  sys- 
tem, the  third  in  distance  from  the  sun,  and 
the  largest  within  the  orbit  of  Jupiter.  Its 
sipherical  form  was  taught  by  Pythagoras, 
and  other  Greek  thinkers  and  teachers.  Its 
natural  history  is  the  most  interesting,  in- 
structive, and  educational  in  literature.  Be- 
sides it  plays  an  important  part  in  astronomy, 
as  the  diameter  of  the  earth  is  the  unit  by 
whieh  all  celestial  distances  are  determined. 
.  Scientists  have  enuriciated  several  theories 
concerning  the  birth  of  the  earth,  but  I  do 
not  agree  with  tihesie  theories,  and  some  of 
them  have  been  exploded!.  From  much  thought, 
investigation,  and]  observation,  I  believe  I 
have  disteovered  the  truth  aibout  the  birth  of 
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this  little  plaiDet,  on  which  we  live,  and  which 
we  call  the  earth. 

The  biggest  thing  in  our  ken,  and  this  has 
been  so  from  primitive  times,  is  the  small 
star  we  call  the  sun,  far  out  in  space  from 
the  Island  Universe  we  call  the  "Milky  Way." 
In  early  times  the  people  worshipi>ed  this  lit- 
tle star,  because  it  gave  them  light  and;  heat, 
and  other  essentials  to  life.  The  sun-worsihip- 
pers  were  the  first  true  religfionists,  and  the 
ancient  cult  has  today  a  substantial  follow- 
ing throughout  the  world.  Nearly  all  gods 
are  sun  godls,  and  all  religions  have  been  built 
from  them,   and  around   them. 

Although  the  sun  has  been  st.udied  since 
civilization  began  it  is  only  in  recent  years 
that  science  is  finding  out  a  few  important 
things  about  it.  Our  sun  is  the  creator,  and 
the  only  agency  that  creates.  The  word  "cre- 
ator," or  "creates,"  or  "created,"  should  never 
be  used  by  writers  or  speakers  except  in 
reference  to  out  sun.  The  sun,  in  the  last 
analysis,  is  "Old  Mother  Nature."  The  sun 
is  the  mother,  and  should  always  be  called 
She.  Our  little  planet,  called  the  earth,  is 
just  one  of  her  children.  How  did  this  occur? 
That  question,  I  shall  now  answer. 

Billions  and  billions'  of  vears  ago  "ur  st"!*. 
called  the  sun,  was  a  double  star.  There  are 
many  of  these  double  stars  in  the  stellar  uni- 
verse that  can  be  seen  through  the  great  tele- 
scopes. Our  star  was  then  a  fem'ale  sttar, 
and  much  stoaller  than  it  is  now,  but  it  was 
growing  into  womanhood.   Approaching  it  was 


(39) 

a  larger  star,  that  had  reached  its  maturity 
and  was  a  male  star.  Then  these  two  stars 
met  and  were  married.  This  celestial  union 
Was  the  neatest  sig-ht  to  be  witnessed  within 
the  sphere  of  our  solar  system.  Only  a  vivid 
imagination  can  visualize  its  glory  and  its 
grandeur.  From  the  marriage  of  these  two 
starsi — male  and  female — ^were  born  the  earth, 
and  all  the  other  planets;  and  doubtless  there 
are  other  undiscovered  planets,  of  which  we 
know  nothing  at  present;  but  they  are  all 
the  children  of  the  marriage  of  these  two 
small  stars  far  out  from  the  Milky  Way. 

The  male  star,  of  course,  after  the  mar- 
riage, died'  and  was  absorbed  by  the  female 
star  called  our  sun.  As  the  children  were 
bom  thev  went  out,  and  were  distributed  in 
s>paoe,  but  always  watched  over,  and  controlled 
by  theiv  wonderful  mother — the  srun.  When 
they  left  their  mother  thev  were  in  a  gaseous 
state.  How  long  this  lasted  we  have  no  knowl- 
ediere.  but  the  gases  gradually  cooled  into 
liauids,  and  some  of  the  liquids  then  became 
solids,  and  the  planet  earth,  after  millions 
and  million"?  of  years,  was  formed,  and  grew 
slowly:  and  is  still  growing,  and  changing, 
through  forces  and  agencies  of  its  mother, 
which  J  ivill  rpfer  to  in  my  next  article  en- 
titled:  "How  Old  Is  Sol?" 
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"How  Old  is  Sol?" 

By  WM.  SULZER 
Former  Governor  of  New  York 

Every  person  interested  in  Rocks,  and  Min- 
erals, should  knioiw  much  about  Gfsology,  and 
something  about  Astronomy.  Our  earth,  in 
the  Stellar  Universe,  ig  a  little  grain  of  sand 
on  the  limfitless  shore  of  infinite  space.  Yet 
everything  in  and  on  this  planet  is  made  of 
the  same  stuff  as  the  stars.  Every  living 
thing  is  made  of  the  same  elements  we  find 
in  the  most  distant  nebulae,  and  the  same  nat- 
ural laws  guide  our  activities,  and  control  our 
destinies. 

Astronomy  is  the  sitory  of  the  stellar  uni- 
verse. It  is  a  sad  coinmentary,  on  the  progress 
of  human  intelligence,  that  so  many  people 
knoiw  so  little  albout  Astronomy. 

The  ancient  Araibs,  in  Cbaldea;  the  ancient 
wise  men  in  Egypt;  and  the  ancient  philoso- 
phers in  China,  thousarads  of  years  ago,  with- 
out modem  mechanical  instruments,  named 
the  stars;  mapped  the  constellations;  and 
knew  almost  as  much  about  the  great  Island 
Universes,  in  space,  as  we  do  now.  The  Greeks, 
in  later  times,  derived  their  knowledge  of  the 
stellar  umveTtee  from  these  peoples,  and  <the 
Greeks  dassifled'  it  for  future  generations. 

However,  all  the  stars,  except  the  star  we 
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call  the  Sun,  are  so  far  away  from  the  earth 
that  they  have  practically  no  influence  on  our 
iplanet.  Same  progress,  nevertheless,  is  being 
made.  Thes©  giant  stars  in  space  are  now 
being  stu-dded'  through  powerful  telescopes. 

From  very  distant  ePochs  humans  have  ob- 
served the  star  nearest  the  earth  which  we 
call  the  Sun.  Every  ancient  people  had  a  dif- 
ferent name  for  this  star.  The  Romans,  and 
the  Spanish  people,  call  it  "Sol."  The  French 
call  it  "Soleil."  The  Germanic  people  called 
it  "Soame."  From  this  latter  word  came  the 
Anglo-Saxon  word  "Sun." 

As  explained  in  a  previous  article,  entitled 
"The  Birth  of  the  Earth,"  our  Sun  is  a  fe- 
male star.  She  was  married.  Her  husiband — 
a  male  star — died  shortly  after  the  marriage. 
All  the  planets,  in  our  solar  system,  are  the 
children  of  this  marriage.  She  is  more  than 
93,000,000  miles  distant  from  the  earth.  Her 
diamieter  is  864,375  miles.  Her  circumference 
is  2,593,125  miles.  She  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  small  star,  belonging  to  the  great 
isilandl  universe  we  call  the  "MiUcy  Way," 
and  flar  out  in  space  from  its  confines. 

However,  our  Sun  is  no  mean  star.  She  is 
very  much  alive,  and  exceedingly  bright.  Ac- 
cording to  my  mathematical  calculations,  she 
was  born  aibout  three  trillion  years  ago.  She 
is  now  in  her  prime  and  will  live,  unless 
something  unforeseen  happens,  for  at  least 
three  trillion  years  to  come.  So  long  as  she 
lives  she  will  give  life,  and  heat,  and  light, 
and   power,   to  the  earth.    In  view  of  these 
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matheniiatiical  calculations  no  one  need  be 
alarmed  albont  the  end  of  the  earth. 

Stars  are  born,  and  live,  and  die,  like  all 
other  things.  -The  life  of  a  star  is  about  a 
thousiand  trillion  years.  A  trillion  y«ars,  ac- 
cording to  the  French  system  of  eniwneration. 
which  is  folloiwed  in  the  United  States,  is 
1,000,000,000,000  years,  which  constitute  a 
long  period  of  life  for  Mrs.  Sol  if  you  figure 
it  out  mathematically. 

Our  Sun  is  "Old  Mother  Nature."  She  is 
the  "Creator"  of  everything  in  and  on  the 
earth.  She  is  th«  source  of  all  life;  of  all 
pofwer;  of  all  heat;  of  all  light;  o£  all  mo- 
tion; and  of  all  matter.  Her  laws  are  im- 
mutalble.  If  anyone  should  ask  you  can  say 
for  me  she  is  a  mighty  hot  mama,  having  a 
temperature  of  about  2,000  degrees  Centi- 
grade on  her  surface,  and  about  6,000  degrees 
Centigrade  in  her  interior.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible for  anyone  to  conceive  of  such  heat; 
and  sueh  power;  and  ^ucb  energy.  As  she 
grows  old  she  will  gradually  cool  off,  but  the 
change  is  so  slow  that  one  must  come  back 
a  trillion  years  from  now  to  detect,  it. 

In  his  great  book  on  the  Stars,  Mr.  New- 
coMb  says: 

"Each  star  goes  through  changes  analo- 
gous to  those  of  a  human  being  from^  birth 
to  old  age.  In  its  infancy  a  star  is  simply  a 
nebulous  mass;  it  gradually  condenses  into 
a  smaller  volume,  growing  hotter  .  .  .  un- 
til a  stagp  of  maximum  temperature  is  reach- 
ed, when  it  begins  to  cool  off." 
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The  Sun  does  not  set  or  rise.  When  we  hear 
people  speak  of  sunsets,  and  sunrises,  it  sim- 
ply means  they  are  referring  to  the  rotation 
of  the  earth  on  its  axis  from  West  to  East. 
The  Sun  alsio  revolves  on  her  axis  every 
twenity-six  days-  She  is  spherical  in  shaipe, 
and  very  beautiful.  She  is  our  only  accurate 
tim^eipiece-  She  has  other  motions,  like  the 
earth,  which  are  not  necessary  to  mention 
here,  exoex't  to  say  that  she  is  traveling,  in 
a  straight  line,  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  miles 
a  seicond,  with  all  her  planets,  toward  the 
great  star  Vega  in  the  constellation  of  Lyra. 

During  1910  when  I  was  traveling  in  Guate- 
mala I  saw  a  native,  sitting  on  his  doorstep, 
gazing  at  the   Sun.    The   man  interested  me. 

"What  are  you  looking  at,  Senor?"  I  asked. 

"Old  Sol,  senor,"  he  replied. 

"How  old  is  Sol?"  I  inquired. 

"Quien  sabe,  senor?"  he  answered. 

During  the  Middle  Ages  it  was  the  fashion 
to  belittle  our  Sun.  They  said  it  was  an  "in- 
significant" star.  Since  then  we  have  learned 
that  although  it  is  exceeded  in  intrinsic  bright- 
ness, or  candle  power,  by  many  of  the  stars, 
it  is  much  brighter  than  the  great  majority 
of  them. 

Dr.  A.  Van  Maanen,  of  the  Mount  Wilson 
Observatory,  recently  remarked  that  of  the 
100  stars  within  a  distance  of  30  light  years, 
from  the  earth,  only  twenty  are  brighter  than 
our  Sun,  while  more  than  seventy  are  five 
magnitudes  fainter,  and  emit,  respectively, 
less   than   one  hundredth,   and   one  ten-thou- 
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sandltb,  ag  much  liigrht  as  the  Sun. 

There  are  im>  fix€d:  stars.  That  theory  of 
the  anciemts  has  for  years  been  exploded. 
Everything  in  the  stellar  universe  is  in  con- 
stant motion,  and  sometimes  at  velocities  that 
stagrger  the  finite  mind. 

Years  ago  when  I  went  to  Congress  I  made 
it  a  rule,  when  I  was  not  husy  attending  to 
my  official  duties,  to  go  to  the  various  bureaus 
of  the  Government,  and  learn  everything  I 
could  about  them.  In  pursuit  of  these  en- 
deavors I  often  went  to  the  Naval  Observa- 
tory, then  in  charge  of  Simon  Newcomb.  We 
beicamie  friends.  He  was  the  greatest  astron- 
omer since  Isaac  Newton.  Many  scientists 
say  that  Simon  Newcomlb  was  the  greatest 
man  ever  bom  on  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
Whenever  the  nights  were  clear,  and  I  had 
nothing  else  to  do,  I  went  to  the  Naval  Ob- 
servatory and  watched  Mr.  Newcomb  studying 
the  stellar  universe.  He  interested  me  in 
astronomy.  He  gave  me  his  hooks  to  read,  and 
I  studied  them.  No  better  books  on  astronomy 
w«re  ever  written.  They  should  .be  taug'ht  in 
all  cmr  schools.  I  never  interrupted  Mr.  New- 
coimb  when  he  was  at  work,  hut  when  he  had 
leisure  I  talked  with  him,  and  learned  much. 
He  prepared,  and  issued  for  our  government, 
the  Nautical  Almanac,  which  is  the  Bible  of 
all  the  men  who  sail  the  Seven  Seas.  He  had 
an  associate  named  Albert  A.  Michelson,  after- 
wardb  connected  with  the  Univei-sity  of  Chi- 
cago. 

One  night,  when  I  was  present,  Mr.  Michel- 
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son.  asked  Mr.  Newconalb  if  he  had  estimated 
the  velocity  of  light.  He  said  he  had.  Then 
he  got  out  a  small  book,  and  showed  us  by 
iigures  that  the  speed  of  light  was  18e,244 
miles  a  second,  which  would  be  aibout  a  iril- 
iion  miles  a  year.  Thisi  was  one  of  the  great- 
est discoveries  in  astronomy.  In  after  y«ars 
Professor  Michelson  proved  beyond  success- 
ful contradiction  that  Mr.  Newcomib  was  right. 

On  another  occasion  I  asked  Mr.  Newcomb 
this  question:  "If  our  solar  system  is  travel- 
ing towards  Vega,  at  the  rate  of  14  miles  a 
second,  how  long  will  it  take  us  to  get  there? 
"That,"  said  Mr.  Newcomib,  "depends  on  how 
fast  Vega  is  moving  away  from  us."  I  learn- 
ed much  from  Mr.  Neweomh  regarding  the 
stellar  universe.  I  owe  him  a  deibt  which  can 
never  be  paid.  The  things  he  told  me  induced 
me  to  study  the  stars.  At  his  suggestion  I 
was  instrumental,  as  a  memiber  of  Congress, 
in  estaiblishing  the  Astrophysical  Laboratory, 
in  Washington,  through  which  agency  much 
accurate  information  concerning  our  Sun  has 
been  Obtained. 

The  greatest  thing  that  can  be  seen  by 
mortals  on  this  planet  is  our  Sun,  and  espe- 
cially her  corona.  The  corona  can  be  seen 
with  smoked  glasses  during  any  eclipse.  It  is 
indescribable,  and  a  stellar  sight  that  stag- 
gers the  imagination.  It  is  the  most  superb 
speotacte  that  we  can  see  in  the  stellar  uni- 
verse. 

Many  scientists  have  discussed  the  sun 
spots,  and  have  speculated  aibout  them  more 


(46) 

Or  less  intelligently.  None  of  these  scien- 
tists, sio  far  as  I  aim  aware,  has:  ascertain- 
ed! the  truth  aibout  thesie  sun  spots.  From  care- 
ful study,  and  obsearvation,  I  am  convinced 
these  sun  si>ots  are  magnetic  storms  that 
sweep  a  part  of  the  surface  of  the  Sun.  They 
came  to  the  surfaioe,  from  the  depths,  on  ac- 
count of  subterranean  distunbances.  Some- 
times they  are  small,  and  then  became  large, 
but  wh€n  we  see  them  they  are  all  surface 
phenomena.  They  come  and  go,  at  regular  pe- 
riods, just  like  storms  on  this  planet.  What 
effect  they  have  on  the  earth  has  not,  as 
yet,  :been.  satisfactorily  determined. 

It  is  my  judgtment  that  we  are  only  on  the 
threshold  of  knowledge  concerning  our  Sun. 
I  look  far  in  the  future.  I  see  the  day  when 
her  tremendous  energies  will  be  utilized  by 
man  to  give  the  people  of  the  earth  all  tie 
heat,  light,  and  power  they  will  ever  require, 
for  every  comfort;  for  every  purxwse;  and 
for  every  mechanical  device  now  invented,  or 
hereafter^  to  be  invented,  and  constructed,  by 
the  imaginative  geniusi  of  the  human  brain. 

All  hail  Mather  "Sol"!  Long  may, she  live 
to  bless  the  earth — and  all  living  things  in 
this  good  "Old  World"  of  ours. 


(47) 


Of  Time  and  Space 

By  WM.  SULZER 
Former  Governor  of  New  York 

Our  word'  time  comes  froon  the  old  Saxon- 
English  -word  timia.  It  is  not  related  to  the 
Latin  word  tem^pus. 

Time  is  measiarement  from  one  event,  or 
period,  to  another  event,  or  period'.  It  is  the 
distance  of  duration  or  successiion,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  from  one  time  to  another 
time. 

What  we  call  time  is  measured  by  succes- 
sive intervals.  The  astronomical  information 
for  this  statement  is  the  rotation  of  the  earth, 
which,  from,  remotest  antiquity,  has  been  em- 
ployed as  a  measurement.  Astronomers  use 
wiWat  they  call  sidereal  time,  and  regulate 
their  chroTtometers  accordingly.  Many  ancienr, 
•people  measured  time  by  the  m,oon — called 
lunar  time.  Now  the  countries  of  the  world, 
for  ordinary  purposes,  usie  solar  time,  which 
means  the  successive  returns  of  the  sun  to 
the  m.eridian;  but  neither  lunar  time,  nor 
solar  time,  was  ever  an  accurate  measurement. 
The  Miayan  peoiple  fixed  their  time  by  the 
transit  of  Venus,  which  according  to  astron- 
omers made  the  most  accurate  calendar  of 
anv  peop'le  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

More  than  7,000  years  ago  the  wise  men  of 
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India  saw  four  planets  in  conjunction.  So  far 
as  they  knew  this  had  never  happened  before. 
It  was  a  marvelous  sight.  They  called  it  the 
"Caliyoga."  Then  they  decreed  that  it  should 
constitute  the  year  one,  and  that  every  600 
years  thereafter  a  Hindu  god,  or  sacred  per- 
son, should  be  bom.  This  reckoning  was  sub- 
sequently adopted  by  other  people  in  tbe  East, 
but  most  of  them  changed  the  numlber  of  years 
to  suit  their  own  view®,  history,  or  tribal  tra- 
ditions. Astronomers  now  know  that  these 
four  planets  are  in  conjunction  every  28,000 
years. 

When  the  Roman  Senate  decreed  Augustus 
Caesar  god,  and  miade  his  person  sacred,  they 
adlopted  a  new  calendar,  and  made  his  birth- 
day the  year  one — ^Anno  Domini.  They  also 
named  our  days  and  monthsi.  Their  calendar, 
however,  was  so  inaccurate  that  centuries 
afterwards  it  had  to  be  reiformed  by  adding 
ten  days.  This  change  n^d'e  it  more  accurate, 
but  it  is  now  far  from  'being  correct. 

The  story  of  time,  throughout  the  earth,  is 
one  of  congtant  change.  As  a  matter  of  faotj 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  "Time."  It  is  a 
mere  figment  of ,  the  imagination,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  stellar  universe. 
Nevertheless,  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  wisest  and  the  greatest  scien- 
tists in  the  world  will  meet,  and  agree  upon  a 
more  accurate  and  ulalitarian  system  of  meas- 
urement than  we  have  at  present.  Our  d^ys, 
months,  and  years  should  ibe  so  arranged  that 
our  calendar  will  be  more  accurate,  and  excite 
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less  derision,  and  confusion.  Our  calendar 
now  is  archaic,  and  out  of  line  with  scien- 
tifiic  knawledge. 

Begarding  space,  that  is  quite  a  diflFerent 
proposition.  Sipace  is  a  fact.  We  can  see  it. 
We  know  it.  It  has  no  cent«r,  and  no  circum- 
ference. It  had  no  begimiing,  and  can  have 
no  end'.  It  is  occupied'  by  all  the  matter  in  the 
stellar  universe,  of  which  our  earth,  and  our 
sun,  are  infinitesimal  grains  of  sand  on  the 
shoreless  sea  of  interstellar  sipace.  So  I  as- 
sert, from  study,  observation,  and  reflection, 
without  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  the 
following,  viz: 

FIRST.  Spaice  has  no  limitations.  It  is  not 
expanding  or  contracting.    It  is  infinite. 

SECOND.  Matter  is  scattered  here  and 
there  throughout  space.  Matter  is  alive,  and 
in  continuous  flux,  which  means  change  and 
transformation.  If  all  the  matter  we  know 
about  in  space  was  united  it  would  mean,  so 
far  as  s'pace  is  concerned,  just  about  as  much 
as  an  atom  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Station.  It  is  hard  to  visualize 
this,  but  it  is  true.  Matter,  like  space,  is  in- 
finite and  indestructible.  The  natural  state 
of  matter  is  not  rest  but  motion.  Everything 
moves;  everything  changes.  There  is  nothing 
permanent  but  change — ^metamorphism.  For 
every  action  there  is  reaiction — of  equal  force, 
and  opposite  in  direction. 

THIRD.  Motion — a  universal  natural  law 
like  change.  All  matter  is  in  constant  motion. 
There  is  nothing  static,  and  the  law  of  mo- 
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tion  is  perpetual.  Motion  is  force;  and  forte 
is  energy;  and  energy  in  its  last  analysis  is 
pure  electricity.  Tliis  law  of  motion  applies 
to  every  atom  and  eleictron  in  space. 

These  natural  laws  wihich  apply  to  space, 
matter,  and  motion  are  eternal  and  immutable. 
The  knowledge  of  these  natural  laws,  and 
their  application,  constitute  all  that  we  know 
concerning  the  stellar  universe. 

Now  and  then  a  few  Physicisits  advance  the 
theory  that  time  and  space  are  one — three 
parts  space  and  one  part  time.  This,  they 
tell  us,  is  the  recipe  for  the  cosmos.  However, 
a  little  thought  will  prove  to  any  logical  brain 
that  this  theory  is  erroneous.  A®  there  is  no 
time,  and  time  does  not  exist,  it  follows  as  a 
logical  conclusion  that  time  cannot  be  a  part 
of  space.  Any  theory  to  the  contrary  is  pre- 
posterous. 

We  also  hear  much  in  recent  days  aibout 
"Relativity" — especially  from  Professor  Ein- 
stein. Relativity  is  as  old  as  the  mountains. 
It  was  taught,  thousands  of  years  ago,  by  the 
wise  men  of  India;  then  by  the  sages  of 
Chaldea ;  and  from  their  teachings  the  Greeks 
learned  aibout  it.  Some  of  the  greatest  of  the 
ancient  Greeks  dipclared  that  everything  in  the 
stellar  universe  was  relative.  Before  Profes- 
sor Einstein  spoke,  or  wrote,  about  it  several 
German  philosophers  and  English  scientists 
asserted'  the  doctrine. 

I  have  read  everything  Professor  Einstein 
lias  written,  and  so  far  as  I  can  find  out  he 
has  made  no  discovery,  nor  added  an  iota  to 
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the  sum  of  human  knowledge.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  his  a'bility  as  a  mathematician, 
but  there  has  been  nothing  added  to  mathe- 
matics since  Newton. 

Hegel  boasted  that  only  one  person  in  the 
world'  understood  him.  Einstein  boasts  that 
only  about  a  dozen  people  in  the  world  un- 
derstand him.  Hegel  was  in  error,  and  Ein- 
stein is  laboring  under  a  delusion.  Einstein's 
abracadabra,  like  that  of  many  of  his  pre- 
d^ecessors,  in  the  classic  word  of  Henry  Ford 
is  "Bunk."  Therefore  I  assert,  without  fear 
of  successful  contradiction  by  any  scientist, 
that  all  life  is  relative;  that  all  matter  is  rela- 
tive; and  that  they  are  controlled  by  the  im- 
mutable laws  of  "Old  Mother  Nature." 
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Mr.  Sulzer's  Tribute  to  Mining 

Ages  ago  Old  Mother  Nature  built  stronger 
vaults  in  her  mountain  banks  than  we  have 
in  ours.  She  filled  these  vaults  with  gold,  sil- 
ver and  copper.  She  gave  the  prospector  in- 
sight, and  g:uidied  him  on  his  way  to  the  door 
of  these  vaults.  The  federal  government 
handed  him  a  title  patent  to  all  therein.  It 
is  not  a  crime,  but  a  virtue  to  enter.  With 
drill,  Masit,  pick  and  sjyade  the  prospector  has 
broken  the  comlbination  locks  and  entered. 
But  for  him  our  notes  of  issiue  would  be  as 
the  s/tump-tailed  currency  of  1837.  But  for 
him  our  government  would  be  bankrupt. 

Mines  will  be  producing  millions  of  gold, 
silver,  iron,  tin,  and  copper  in  the  future  when 
national  banks  are  only  a  sad  recollection. 

A  mine  contains  a  crop  already  raised,  har- 
vested', and  on  dieposit  for  you  to  check  against 
at  your  pleasure.  The  wealth  gathered  from 
the  mines  immortalized  Croesus,  and  King 
Solomon,  and  adivanced  civilization. 

Shew  me  a  country  without  mines  and  I  will 
show  you  a  people  sunk  in.  poverty;  and  pov- 
erty makes  cofwards  of  nations  as  well  as 
men. 

Mining  has  made  the  United  States  the 
^'phest  country  in  the  world.  It  is  an  indus- 
try as  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple as  the  raising  of  crops. 
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Mining  is  the  second  industry  in  the  United 
States.  It  has  transformed  more  poor  men 
into  nHllionairea  than  any  other  'business. 
The  record  shows  it  has  scored  less  than  35 
perceait  of  failures  against  75  percent  of  fail- 
ures in  general  business.  Without  the  inrod- 
ucts  of  the  mines  we  would  have  neither  a 
frying  pan,  or  a  monetary  medium. 

Eliminate  the  miner  and  you  put  civiliza- 
tion back  to  the  cave  man. 
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Wm.  Sulzer 

Counselor  at  Law 

115    Broadfway 

New  York 

November  16,  1920. 
Editor  of  the  New  York  World. 
Sir: 

Why  not  write  an.  editorial  in  favor  of  a 
Convention  to  revise  the  Federal  Constitution? 
Such  an  editorial  will  command  the  commen- 
dation of  the  thinking  people  of  our  coointry. 

For  many  years,  as  you  know,  I  have  ad- 
vocated a  Convention  to  revise  the  Fedieral 
Constitution  in  order  to  bring:  it  up-to-date, 
and  make  it  workable.  A  long  experience  in 
the  Congress  convinces  me  that  our  organic 
law  isi  archaic  and  unworkable.  By  virtue  of 
som«  of  its  antiquated  provisions,  about  half 
the  time,  the  government  fails  to  function. 
How  can  it  be  otherwise  when  we  consider 
that  the  United  States  is  trying  now  to  do 
business  with  a  political  machine  that  has 
been  out  otf  gear  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. 

Every  student  of  our  political  history  knows 
that  there  Ave  things  in  the  present  Constitu- 
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tion  that  should  be  taken  out;  and  that  there 
are  things  out  that  should  be  put  in  it. 

It  is  my  judgment  that  the  most  immediate 
need  of  government  in  the  United  States  is 
to  change  our  present  out-of-date  govern- 
mental system  of  checks  and  balances — mis- 
called a  representative  government — to  a 
genuine  parliamentary  Democracy  that  shall 
be  responsive  to  the  people,  and  responsible  to 
the  people. 

We  can  bring  this  about  only  by  a  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  which  should  provide, 
among  other  fundamentals,  for  the  follow- 
ing, viz., 

1.  A  single  term  for  President- 

2.  No    Vice-President.     No    Senate. 

3.  The  direct  nomination,  and  the  di- 
rect election,  of  Federal  Officials 
to  the  Executive,  the  Judicial,  and 
the  Legislative  branches  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

4.  A  single  legisilative  body,  with  a 
cabinet,  elected  from  its  memibex- 
ship,  and  responsive  to  the  direc- 
tion of  its  majority,  to  conduct  the 
political,  the  diplomatic,  and  the 
business  affairs  of  the  government. 

If  you  will  make  a  campaign  for  a  Consti- 
tutional Convention,  I  feel  confident  success 
will  crown  your  efforts,  and  through  this 
agency   the   voters  will   get  the  reforms  es- 
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sential  to  make  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment function  efficiently,  econrauically,  pro- 
gressively, and  intelligently. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  Sulzer. 

Note:  This  letter  was  published  in  the  New 
York  World.  Prank  CoWb,  then  the  editor, 
wrote  a  page  editorial  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion-   Other  newspapers  did  likewise. 
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SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM     SULZEE. 


[From  the  Omaha  World-Herald,  January  8, 1899.] 

Congressman  William  SctiZER  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Gflntlemen:  It  is  a  matter  of  mach  pergonal  gratifica- 
tion to  me  to  be  with  you  to=night  and  participate  in  your  joyous  and  mag- 
nificent celebration  of  Jackson's  day. 

I  would  be  false  to  myself  and  to  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  I  possess 
and  hold  dear  if  I  did  not  at  the  very  beginning  of  my  remarks  express  to 
you  how  deeply  and  sincerely  I  appreciate  the  honor  and  the  distinguished 
compliment  of  your  invitation.  I  accepted  it,  of  course.  I  could  not  do 
otherwise.  Coming  from  whence  it  did,  and  how  it  did,  I  could  not  refuse. 
I  am  very  glad,  indeed,  to  be  with  you,  and  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  never 
forget  your  courtesy,  your  reception,  your  consideration,  and  your  hearty 
and  genuine  hospitality. 

I  like  the  Democrats  of  the  great  West,  and  I  hope  they  will  like  me. 

I  stand  squarely  on  the  Chicago  platform,  and  as  a  Democrat,  tried  and 
true  to  every  tenet  of  our  party  and*  to  its  fundamental  principles,  I  come 
to  yon  from  the  toiling,  throbbing,  earnest  Democrats  of  the  East,  and  bring 
you  their  fraternal  greeting,  and  their  message  of  hope  for  union  and  har- 
mony in  our  ranks,  and  for  the  triumphant  victory  of  our  grand  old  party 
for  years  to  come. 

In  my  judgment,  we  are  destined  to  triumph  it  we  religiously  adhere  to 
our  principles,  fearlessly  and  vigorously  promulgate  them,  and  honestly  and 
tenaciously  strive  to  enforce  them.  We  must  bo  true  to  ourselves  and  to  the 
teachings  of  the  fathers  of  Democracy,  and  if  we  are  and  continue  to  have 
faith  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  must  and  will  succeed,  and  signal  victory 
must  and  will  crown  our  efforts. 

We  celebj-ate  to-day  one  of  the  most  important  epochs  in  the  annals  of  our 
history. 

This  is  Andrew  Jackson's  day»  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  grand  old  man,  the  old  hickory  of  the 
Democratic  party,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the  most  unique,  one  of 
the  most  stalwart,  and  one  of  the  most  magnificent  figures  and  characters  in 
all  American  history. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  a  hero  from  bis  cradle  to  his  grave.  Irresistible 
events  and  circumstances  beyond  his  control  made  him  so. 

The  fascinating  story  of  his  life  reads  like  a  romance  and  demonstrates 
that  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.  That  story  is  a  part  of  the  most  stirring 
and  eventful  period  in  our  history,  an  incentive  to  every  hopeful  schoolboy, 
a  beacon  to  every  sincere  patriot,  a  star  of  hope  to  every  struggling  toiler, 
and  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  stability  and  the  opportunity  of  democratic  in- 
stitutions. 
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Andrew  Jackson  from  hla  birth  to  his  bier  was  a  remarkable  personage. 
He  was  a  man  of  iron  will  and  of  indomitable  spirit.  His  veins  were  filled 
with  good  red  blood,  but  his  nerves  were  of  steal.  He  never  knew  fear.  He 
never  tnmed  his  back  on  friend  or  foe.  He  knew  the  right  and  never  hesi- 
tated to  do  It.  He  bated  cant,  despised  hypocrisy,  and  cared  nanght  for  con- 
sequences. 

He  was  a  plain  man.  He  loved  the  plain  jwople;  they  understood  him  and 
they  loved  him. 

He  was  a  forceful  man,  a  direct  man,  a  positive  man,  an  honest  man,  and  a 
trnthf nl  man.    He  hated  a  liar,  and  he  spurned  with  contempt  a  coward. 

His  life  began  with  the  straggles  of  a  brave  people  to  cast  off  the  tyrannous 
yoke  of  oppression,  and  when  it  went  out  his  last  look  witnessed  the  greatest 
and  the  grandest  Republic  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

Hla  life  was  a  part  of  the  Republic,  and  demonsti'ated  its  opportunities  and 
Its  possibilities. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  not  born  to  the  purple;  he  was  no  child  of  pampered 
fortune;  he  knew  woe  and  want,  poverty  and  misery,  trial  and  trouble. 

He  was  schooled  in  the  school  of  adversity,  but  learned  to  surmount  all 
difficulties. 

He  was  a  soldier  In  three  wai-s  and  a  hero  in  each. 

His  parents  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  origin, 
and  bad  that  blood  in  his  veins  with  all  that  it  means  and  all  that  it  implies. 

He  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Carolina  in  March,  1767.  It  was  a  new  and 
sparsely  settled  country.  Shortly  after  his  birth  his  father  died,  leaving  a 
widow  and  three  orphan  children.    Andrew  Jackson  was  the  youngest. 

His  early  days  were  days  of  hardship  and  privation,  bat  they  were  trial 
days  to  school  him  and  to  fit  him  for  the  part  he  was  to  play  in  life. 

At  that  time  the  Revolution  smoldered,  and  when  it  finally  blazed  forth  in 
all  its  fury,  the  greatest  and  the  grandest  Revolution  that  ever  shook  the 
earth,  all  the  Jacksons  were  in  it  and  a  part  of  it. 

Andrew  Jackson,  then  a  mere  lad,  was  a  soldier  and  a  hero  in  those  dark 
and  stormy  days.  He  was  a  warrior  for  the  right,  a  soldier  for  freedom.  He 
was  captured,  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  while  such,  because  he  refused  to 
blacken  the  boots  of  an  English  officer,  was  struck  a  cruel  blow  on  the  head 
with  a  sword.  He  carried  the  terrible  scar  to  his  grave,  but  he  avenged  the 
insult  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Revolution  passed  and  the  Republic  dawned.  During  the  heroic  strug- 
gle Jackson's  mother  and  his  brothers  died,  all  martyrs  to  the  sacred  cause. 
The  close  of  the  contest  to  vindicate  the  principle  that  governments  derive 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  found  Andrew  Jackson 
homeless,  iwnniless.  and  friendless,  with  neither  kith  nor  kin,  but  nothing 
daunted.  The  ordeal  of  the  Revolution  made  him  a  man,  a  patriot,  and  a 
Democrat. 

Andrew  Jackson  loved  his  mother  with  a  passion  almost  divine.  His  de- 
votion to  her  memory  is  the  noblest  trait  in  his  heroic  character,  and  his 
undying  fame  her  greatest  monument. 

Napoleon  asked.  "  What  is  wanting  to  save  the  youth  of  France  ? "  Madame 
Ghampau  answered.  "  Mothers. "  No  man  was  ever  truly  great  whose  mother 
was  not  really  great. 

Andrew  Jackson's  mother  intended  him  for  the  ministry,  but  fate  willed 
otherwise.  He  studied  law,  practiced  it  succe.ssfully,  was  a  judge  and  a  good 
jurist,  a  member  of  both  branches  of  Congress,  molded  the  Constitution  of 
Tennessee,  was  the  greatest  and  most  successful  Indian  fighter  wljo  ever 
lived,  crushed  at  New  Orleans  the  greatest  invading  forces  which  ever  dese- 
crated our  sacred  soil,  humbled  in  the  dust  the  flower  of  the  English  army, 
and  destroyed  for  all  time  the  power  and  the  prestige  of  Great  Britain  on 
the  Western  Hemisphere. 
i,7l« 


Andrew  Jackson  was  tbe  hero  of  the  war  of  1812  and  won  its  most  decisive 
victory.  Wo  celebrate  that  trinmph  to-night.  He  was  a  great  citizen-soldier, 
but  a  greater  civilian.  He  was  a  volunteer  and  believed  in  and  stood  for  the 
volunteer  forces  of  the  Bepnblic.  He  was  opposed  to  a  great  standing  army 
and  had  no  sympathy  with  imperialism. 

He  was  a  Democrat,  reared  in  the  Democratic  school  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 
He  stood  for  the  freedom  of  the  press,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  con- 
science, for  civil  and  religions  liberty,  for  the  Constitution,  for  all  that  Jef- 
ferson stood  for.  He  believed  in  our  cardinal  principle  of  special  privileges 
to  none,  equal  opportunities  for  all. 

He  stood  for  advancement,  for  progress,  for  personal  liberty,  for  the  school- 
honse  and  the  home.  There  was  nothing  illiberal,  nothing  narrow-minded, 
about  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  broad-ganged  and  broad-minded.  He  be- 
lieved in  the  ability  of  the  plain  people  to  govern  themselves.  He  stood  for 
their  rights,  their  hopes,  their  aspirations,  and  he  vindicated  them  while  he 
lived. 

He  brought  about  the  annexation  of  the  Floridas  and  was  their  flrst 
American  governor.    He  accomplished  what  he  purposed;  he  did  things. 

He  was  twice  President  of  the  United  States,  stamped  his  personality 
indelibly  on  her  history,  and  when  he  died  he  was  the  popular  idol  of  the 
American  people.  He  will  always  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  figures  in 
our  history. 

He  vindicated  American  institutions,  crusheu  treason,  pilloried  nnlliflca- 
tion,  and  dethroned  the  United  States  Bank,  the  greatest  trust  and  monopoly 
of  his  day. 

He  stood  for  the  home  and  the  hearthslde,  the  sanctity  of  the  family,  and 
for  the  blessings  of  Christian  civilization. 

He  stood  for  internal  improvements,  for  commerce,  the  American  mer- 
chant marine,  and  he  loved  his  country  with  an  Intensity  that  was  patriot- 
ism personified. 

No  one  ever  questioned'  the  purity  of  his  i>atriotism,  or  challenges  the 
integrity  of  his  motives,  and  yet  no  public  man  in  all  our  history  was  ever 
more  bitterly  assailed  by  his  enemies  or  more  justly  loved  by  his  friends  and 
adherents. 

Andrew  Jackson  had  lus  faults  and  his  foibles.  He  was  not  a  demigod— he 
was  only  human.  He  hated  and  he  loved  in  human  ways  like  other  human 
beings.  He  triumphed  and  he  suffered.  Hewasamanof  force  and  of  passion, 
the  man  for  every  crisis,  and  yet  no  man  could  be  calmer  under  more  trying 
circumstances— no  man  suffered  more  and  complained  less.  His  whole  life  was  - 
an  heroic  struggle  mentally  and  physically.  But  amid  all  the  storms  of  his 
tempest-tossed  career  his  heart  beat  true,  and  was  ever  warm;  his  hand  was 
always  steady,  his  head  was  ever  cool,  and  within  his  stern  exterior  there 
dwelt  a  Chi-istian  spirit  and  a  noble  nature  as  gentle  as  a  woman's.  He  was 
a  great  Democratic  leader,  and  no  man  ever  had  more  loyal  followers. 

He  stood  for  the  true  democracy,  the  rule  of  the  plain  people,  the  democracy 
which  unfetters  trade,  fosters  commerce,  establishes  Industry,  aids  enter- 
prise, maintains  equal  opportunity,  unshackles  the  mind  and  the  conscience, 
and  defends  liberty. 

He  was  a  great  man,  the  representative  of  two  centuries.  He  was  the  em- 
bodiment of  true  American  manhood,  the  personification  of  the  genius  of  our 
tree  institutions,  and  the  incarnation  of  Jeffersonian  Democracy.  He  always 
subordinated  personal  interest  to  his  sense  of  public  duty. 

We  are  Americans,  we  are  Democrats;  and  as  Americans  and  Democrats 
we  love  and  revere  the  memory  of  Andrew  Jackson,  the  illustrious  patriot  of 
the  Hermitage,  the  hero  of  Kew  Orleans,  and  the  sage  of  Tennessee. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  eulogize  the  hero  of  New  Orleans.    Nothing  I  can 
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ear  win  add  to  Ills  greatness  or  his  glory.  History  has  done  Andrew  Jackson 
ample  justice.  His  monument,  more  enduring  than  marble  or  brass,  is  in  the 
Krat«fnl  and  patriotic  hearts  of  his  loyal  countrymen. 

It  is  fitting  and  proper,  however,  that  this  day  should  be  celebrated  by  the 
Democrats  of  our  country  and  by  the  plain  people,  whose  friend  Andrew 
Jackson  ever  was. 

To-day  we  want  and  the  Republic  needs  men  with  the  indomitable  spirit, 
the  magnificent  courage,  and  the  patriotic  zeal  of  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
preservation  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  iwrpetuity  of  the  Bepublic 
would  be  absolutely  safe  if  we  had  an  Andrew  Jackson  in  every  hamlet, 
every  county,  and  every  State  of  the  Union. 

To-night,  as  Democrats,  we  invoke  the  name  and  fame  of  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans,  in  our  fight  to  reestablish  the  American  merchant  marine.  Under 
his  Administration  our  shipping  and  our  commerce  fiourished  as  it  never  did 
before.  During  the  Democratic  days  of  Jackson  nine-tenths  of  American 
commerce  was  carried  in  American  ships,  flying  the  American  flag.  To-day 
more  than  nine-tenths  of  American  commerce  is  carried  in  foreign  ships  fly- 
ing foreign  flags.  Bepubllcan  legislation  has  driven  our  flag  from  the  seas,  and 
destroyed  our  foreign  carrying  trade.  We  pay  over  $300,000,000  every  year 
to  foreign  shipowners.  Why?  Because  we  have  legislated  in  their  Interest, 
and  against  the  true  Interest  of  our  own  people.  Because  the  Kepnblicaii 
party  has  legislated  our  flag  off  the  seas. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Democratic  partyto  restore  our  merchant  marine. 
We  must  combat  the  disastrous  policy  of  the  Bepubllcan  party  against  our 
merchant  marine  and  repeal  its  vicious  legislation.  We  must  revive  our 
gieat  shipping  industries,  and  thus  give  employment  to  thousands  of  idle 
men,  re-create  the  American  sailor,  and  ere  long  again  witness  the  gladsome 
sight  of  the  American  flag  flying  on  every  sea  and  kissing  the  sky  in  every 
foreign  port.  The  Democratic  party,  the  party  of  Andrew  Jackson,  must" 
and  will  restore  and  reestablish  the  American  merchant  maWne. 

To-night  as  Democrats  we  invoke  the  spirit  of  Andrew  Jackson  in  favor  of 
the  volunteer  forces  of  the  Republic  and  against  a  large  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace  composed  of  men  who  are  not  taxpayers,  but  are  tax- 
eaters.  Andrew  Jackson  was  a  citizen-soldier,  and  he  believed  in  the  citizen- 
soldiery  of  the  land.  As  Democrats  we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  defeat 
the  now  avowed  project  and  policy  of  the  Bepublican  party  to  increase  the 
Regular  Army  of  our  country  to  100,000  soldiers.  We  do  not  need  this  vast 
army  in  time  of  peace  any  more  than  we  need  a  king.  We  should  favor  a 
great  navy  to  protect  our  coast  and  our  commerce,  but  we  should,  if  we  are 
true  to  the  people  and  our  principles,  vigorously  oppose  this  enormous  in- 
crease of  the  Regular  Army.  A  large  standing  army  in  a  republic  is  always 
a  menace  to  civil  liberty  and  free  institutions. 

To  demonstrate  this  we  have  only  to  look  to-day  to  the  pitiful  condition  of 
France.  We  have  no  need  of  an  immense  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 
The  Regular  Army  is  the  most  undemocratic  institution  we  have.  In  time 
of  trouble,  in  case  of  war,  the  Republic  should  rely  on  its  citizen-soldiery  and 
its  volunteer  forces.  It  is  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  to  permit  the  military  power  to  become  supreme  and  paramount  to 
the  civil  authority.  A  desperate  effort  will  be  made  by  the  Republicans  to 
pass  the  act  to  create  a  great  standing  army,  and  it  it  succeeds  it  will  burden 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country  for  its  maintenance  $1.50,000,000  a  year.  Every 
Democrat  in  the  land  should  be  alive  to  the  dangers  of  this  Republican  move- 
ment, and  do  all  in  his  power  to  frustrate  it. 

To-night,  as  Democrats,  we  invoke  the  memory  of  the  hero  of  New  Orleans 
against  any  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  especially  when  the  agent  of  that 
Government  is  the  Benedict  Arnold  of  the  home-rule  cause.    We  need  no  al- 
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liance  with  Great  Britain.  All  we  need  now,  as  in  the  past,  is  a  firm  reUanoe 
on  onr  own  greatness,  onr  own  ability,  onr  own  integrity,  our  own  power  to 
defend  onr  rights,  protect  our  citizens,  and  legislate  for  onrselres  on  every 
proposition  regarding  our  own  welfare,  onr  own  happiness,  onr  own  well- 
heing,  and  onr  own  prosperity. 

If  Andrew  Jackson  were  alive  to-day  he  would  never  sanction  an  alliance 
with  Qreat  Britain.  The  spirit  of  1776  and  1812  still  lives.  The  Bepnbllcan 
party  is  in  favor  of  this  alliance :  the  Democratic  party  shonld  be  strennonsly 
opposed  to  it.    Its  consummation  means  national  disintegration. 

To-night,  ns  Democrats,  we  invoke  the  memory  of  President  Andrew  Jack- 
son against  the  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  national 
banks.  They  menace  our  Republic  to-day.  Jackson  waged  the  most  bitter 
and  relentless  war  of  his  life  against  the  United  States  Bank,  and  finally  de- 
stroyed that  gigantic  monopoly.  If  he  had  not  it  would  have  destroyed  the 
Republic.  One  of  the  greatest  acts  of  his  life  was  the  veto  of  the  bill  extend- 
ing the  charter  of  that  bank  tru.^t.  In  the  light  of  what  is  going  on  to-day 
that  veto  message  should  be  read  by  every  citizen  in  our  land.  There  is  a 
bill  now  pending  in  Congress  which  gives  to  the  national  banks  of  the  coun- 
try far  greater  powers  and  privileges  than  were  ever  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States  Bank.  It  is  a  Republican  bill,  and  the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor 
for  it  and  is  committed  to  its  passage. 

If  it  should  become  a  law  it  would  give  the  monopoly  of  issuing  money  to 
the  national  banks,  and  hence  the.  right  to  expand  or  contract  the  currency 
of  the  people  whenever  it  suited  their  convenience.  No  corporation  should 
have  this  power  to  make  or  destroy.  It  would  deprive  the  Government  of 
one  of  its  greatest  attributes  of  sovereignty  and  give  to  the  national  banks 
the  right  to  paralyze,  at  their  own  will,  every  industry  in  the  coun  try.  It  is 
the  most  daring  attempt  the  banks  have  ever  made  by  law  to  sieze  one  of  the 
greatest  weapons  for  good  or  evil  known  to  civilized  man.  For  the  Govern- 
ment to  surrender  this  prerogative  and  delegate  away  this  power  would  be 
a  crime  against  every  citizen  in  this  land  and  work  woe  and  misery  to  mil- 
lions yet  unborn. 

As  a  Democrat,  and  a  follower  of  Andrew  Jackson,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
Government  delegating  away  its  powers  to  the  national  banks.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  should  vigorously  oppose  conferring  any  additional  powers  on 
or  granting  any  greater  privileges  to  the  national  banks.  In  my  judgment 
they  already  possess  entirely  too  much  power.  They  are  doing  precisely  to- 
day, only  to  a  greater  extent,  what  the  United  States  Bank  did  in  the  days  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  right  to  coin  and  issue  money  is  one  of  the  greatest 
prerogatives  of  the  Republic  and  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  its  sover- 
eignty. It  should  not  be  delegated,  transferred,  assigned,  or  set  over  to  any 
national  bank,  to  any  trust,  or  to  any  znonopoly.  As  Democrats  and  believ- 
ers in  the  meaning  of  this  day,  we  should  resist  the  encroachments  of  na- 
tional banks  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  with  the  same  zeal  and  the  same 
courage  that  Andrew  Jackson  resisted  the  audacious  claims  of  the  United 
States  Bank  in  his  day  And  when  the  national  banks  impudently  declare 
that  the  Government  should  go  out  of  the  banking  business,  we  should  answer 
that  the  banks  should  and  must  go  out  of  the  governing  business.  And  we 
should  make  that  answer  good  now  and  for  all  time  to  come. 

In  Jackson's  day  there  was  only  one  Nick  Biddle.  Today  there  is  a  Nick 
Biddle  in  every  national  bank  in  the  land. 

Let  me  say  here,  it  is  a  matter  of  gratification  for  me  to  tell  you  that  the 
recent  attempt  of  the  Republicans  to  pass  through  Congress  an  international 
bank  charter  met  with  the  signal  and  the  overwhelming  defeat  that  the 
scheme  deserved.  It  was  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills  ever  presented  to 
Congress.  According  to  its  terms  there  was  no  limit  to  its  powers  for  pelf 
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and  no  end  to  Us  possibilities  for  evil.  If  it  had  been  enacted  into  \a^  it 
would  have  created  the  greatest  trust  the  world  has  ever  seen.  By  virtue  of 
its  provisions  it  would  monopolize,  own,  and  control  almost  everything  under 
the  sun.  It  was  the  most  colossal  scheme  ever  devised  by  the  ingenuity  of 
man  to  rob  and  swindle  the  imopleand  to  enslave  tor  all  time  to  come  the  in- 
dustrial masses. 

Under  the  provisions  of  that  bill  this  gigantic  financial  trust,  with  unlim- 
ited capital,  unrestricted  powers,  and  unparalleled  opportunities,  wonld 
soon  absorb,  monopolize,  own,  and  control  the  wealth,  the  treasure,  and  the 
commercial  and  industrial  business  enterprises  of  the  land.  The  bill  was  so 
cleverly 'drawn  that  the  men  behind  it  could  practically  do  anything  from 
buying  and  holding  land  to  loaning  money  on  persona]  property,  and  they 
could  do  it  all  on  their  own  terms  and  fix  their  own  rates  of  interest.  It 
would  have  been  the  trust  of  trusts.  It  was  the  greatest  trust  franchise 
Congress  was  ever  asked  to  give  away,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  by  a  very 
decisive  vote  Congressplaced  its  seal  of  condemnation  on  the  colossal  scheme. 
But  it  will  come  up  again.  The  forces  of  corruption  are  always  active,  never 
conquered.    Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

As  Democrats  to-night  we  should  also  invoke  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the 
great  destroyer  of  the  United  States  Bank  monopoly,  Andrew  Jackson,  and, 
following  in  his  footsteps,  every  Democrat  in  our  land  should  enlist  in  the 
war  of  the  people  against  the  trusts.  Andrew  Jackson  was  the  implacable 
foe  of  monopoly.  Were  he  alive  to-day  he  would  be  the  implacable  foe  of  the 
trusts. 

To-day  the  great  trusts  of  the  connti-y  are  practically  supreme.  Many  of 
them  are  so  intrenched  in  power  that  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
above  the  law  and  no  longer  amenable  to  legislative  action.  The  crying  evil 
of  the  times  is  the  power  and  the  sway  of  the  trusts.  They  endanger  not 
only  our  free  institutions  but  our  free  mea  The  battle  cry  ol  the  Demo- 
cratic party  should  be.  "  The  trusts  must  gol " 

Today  about  200  trusts  control,  wholly  or  in  large  part,  every  conceivable 
product  and  industry  of  the  country. 

These  gigantic  combinations  constitute.  In  my  judgment,  the  greatest 
menace  at  the  present  time  to  our  democratic  institutions.  ■  They  control  tho 
supply,  monopolize  the  product,  and  dictate  the  price  of  every  necessary  of 
life.  They  force  out  of  legitimate  employment  thousands  and  thousands  of 
honest  toilers.  They  enhance  prices,  reduce  wages,  and  write  the  terms  of 
their  own  contracts.  They  destroy  competition,  paralyze  opportunity,  as- 
sassinate labor,  and  hold  the  consumers  of  onr  country  in  their  monopolistio 
grasp.  They  levy  tribute  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Kepnblic. 
They  blight  the  poor  man's  home,  darken  the  hearthside  of  his  children, 
cloud  the  star  of  legitimate  hope,  and  destroy  equal  opportunity.  They  con- 
trol legislation,  escape  taxation,  and  evade  the  just  burdens  of  government, 
while  their  agents  construct  and  maintain  tariffs  to  suit  their  selfish  ends 
and  greedy  purposes.  They  imperil  trade,  stagnate  industry,  regulate  for- 
eign and  interstate  commerce,  declare  quarterly  dividends  on  watered  stocks, 
and  make  fortunes  every  year  out  of  the  people.  Their  tyrannical  power, 
rapid  growth,  and  centralization  of  wealth  are  the  marvel  of  recent  times  and 
the  saddest  commentary  on  our  legislative  history.  Prior  to  the  civil  war 
there  was  not  a  trust  in  the  country  except  the  United  States  Bank  trust, 
which  JacJ£Son  killed. 

They  practically  own,  run,  and  control  the  Government  to-day.  and  defy 
successful  prosecution  for  violation  of  law.  If  their  power  of  centralization 
is  not  speedily  checked,  and  they  go  on  for  another  quarter  of  a  century  like 
they  have  in  the  past  few  years,  I  believe  our  free  institutions  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  instead  of  a  Government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for 
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the  people,  we  will  hare  a  Ooremment  of  the  trusts,  by  the  tmsts,  and  for 
the  trusts. 

How  mach  longer  will  the  people  humbly  consent  to  be  robbed  and  sub- 
missively permit  a  continnatlon  of  this  outrageous  policy  of  favoritism  by 
claas  legislation r  All  legislation  bestowing  special  benefits  on  the  few  is  un- 
just, and  against  the  masses  and  for  the  classes.  It  has  gone  on  until  les.<) 
than  8  per  cent  of  the  people  own  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  wealth  of 
our  country.  It  has  been  truly  sadd  that  monarchies  are  destroyed  by  pov- 
erty and  republics  by  wealth.  If  the  greatest  republic  the  world  has  ever 
seen  is  destroyed,  it  will  fall  by  this  vicious  system  of  robbing  the  many  tor 
the  benefit  of  the  few. 

The  total  population  of  the  United  States  is  about  70,000,000.  The  total 
aggregate  wealth  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  best  statistics  that 
can  be  procured,  is  estimated  at  about  $83,000,000,000,  and  it  appears,  and  no 
donbt  much  to  the  surprise  of  many,  that  out  of  a  total  population  of  70,000,000 
less  than  40,000  persons  in  the  United  States  own  more  than  one-half  of  the 
entire  aggregate  wealth  of  the  laud.  And  this  has  all  been  brought  about  by 
legislation  during  the  last  twenty -five  years. 

-  The  centralization  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  few  by  the  robbery  of  the 
many  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  centnry  has  been  simply  enormous,  and 
the  facts  and  figures  are  appalling.  Three-quarters  of  the  entire  wealth  of 
our  land  appears  to  be  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  very  small  minority  of 
the  people,  and  the  namber  of  persons  constituting  that  minority  grows 
smaller  every  year.  The  legislative  schemes  which  have  been  most  favored 
for  checking  this  growing  centralization  of  wealth  are  generally  the  most 
elusive  and  the  most  Impotent. 

Impartial  students  of  these  startling  facts  and  statistics  can  hardly  escape 
the  irresistible  conclusion  that  a  conspiracy  exists,  and  has  existed  for  some 
time,  to  convert  the  Government  of  the  United  States  into  a  powerful  oli- 
garchy of  wealth.  The  millionaires,  the  plutocrats,  the  tmsts,  the  monopolies, 
and  the  syndicates  seem  to  be  supreme  and  legislate  for  their  own  interests, 
benefit,  and  protection.  If  it  continues,  tho  yeomanry  of  our  country  will 
soon  be  reduced  to  a  condition  of  industrial  serfdom  more  pitiable  tlian  ever 
existed  before  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  money  power,  the  trusts,  the  syndicates,  and  the  favored  few  of  the 
land  threaten  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions  by  subsidizing  the  pul- 
pit, buying  the  press,  seating  well-paid  attorneys  In  legislative  halls  and 
courts  of  justice,  stifling  free  speech  and  the  right  of  lawful  assembly  and 
stretching  out  their  tentacles  to  the  colleges  of  the  land  to  crush  professors 
who  have  the  courage  of  their  convictions  and  dare  to  tell  the  truth  regard- 
ing economic  and  social  principles. 

My  friends,  to  crush  tho  trusts,  now  and  forever,  is  the  highest  duty,  and  the 
true  mission  to-day  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  this  war  of  extermination 
against  the  octopus  which  is  enslaving  our  indnstrial  masses,  and  destroying 
oar  free  institutions,  we  should  invoke  the  aid  and  the  support  of  every 
lover  of  liberty,  and  every  disciple  of  Andrew  Jackson,  whose  memory  we 
revere  and  celebrate  to-day.  He  said:  "The  Union  mast  and  shall  be  pre- 
served." Let  us  to-night  as  firmly  resolve  and  proclaim  that  the  rights  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people  must  and  shall  be  preserved  from  the  insidious 
encroachments  of  aggregated  wealth. 
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THE  raiVESML  BEIFIT  OF  PENSIflS  EXPEieiTUBES. 

REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER 

OF  NEW  YORK 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Tuesday,  June  5,  1900. 


The  House  being  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union, 
and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  11538)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Academy  — 

Mr.  SULZER  said; 

Mr.  Chairman : 

*  '*  *  V  in  -^  ^i  ~^: 

On  December  14,  1899,  the  National  Tribune  said : 
THE  UNIVERSAL  BENEFIT  OF  PENSION  EXPENDITURES. 

Few  who  read  and  are  influenced  by  the  constant  tirade  against  the 
■"burden  of  pension  expenditures"  stop  to  reflect  that  there  is  a  much 
greater  fact  to  be  offset  against  this.  That  is,  the  incalculable,  incompu- 
table, but  nevertheless  direct  and  positive,  dollars-and- cents  value  of  the 
periodical  disbursements  for  pensions  to  the  merchants,  retail  dealers  of 
all  kinds,  physicians,  and  professional  men,  the  mechanics  and  artisans 
of  the  whole  country.  It  is  they  who,  in  the  end,  receive  the  most 
■benefit  from  pension  expenditures.  In  a  very  little  while  every  dollar 
■of  the  ^140,000,000  annually  paid  out  for  pensions  finds  its  way  into  the 
pockets  of  men  who  have  stores  and  shops,  large  or  small,  v/ho  sell  dry 
goods,  clothing,  shoes,  hats,  groceries,  meat,  family  supplies,  drugs  and 
medicines,  who  practice  medicine  or  dentistry,  who  run  blacksmith, 
carpenter,  or  other  shops,  or  who  are,  in  short,  doing  anything  useful 
for  the  community  in  which  the  pensioners  live. 

Entirely  differing  from  any  other  class  of  Government  creditors,  the 
pensioners  immediately  spend  every  dollar  that  is  paid  them  directly 
among  their  neighbors  in  the  village  where  they  reside.  They  are  the 
very  opposite  of  the  bondholder,  who  takes  his  interest  to  p3y  the 
expenses  of  himself  and  family  in  Europe  ;  or  the  contractor  who  locks 
Ms  gold  and  greenbacks  up  in  the  vaults^of  a  safety  deposit  company, 
•or  some  other  man  who  may  expend  his  check  on  the  subtreasury  in 
silks  and  diamonds  and  French  wines.  The  pensioner's  dollars  are  all 
for  the  prime  necessaries  of  hfe,  such  as  his  neighbors  around  him  make 
their  living  by  supplying. 

The  direct  benefit  of  this  to  the  business  men  and  artisans  of  every 
village  and  town  in  the  country  is  simply  beyond  computation  or 
.  expressing.  It  is  a  mighty  power  to  keep  money  in  healthful  circulation 
and  promote  general  prosperity.  Capitalists  may  get  frightened,  clutch 
all  the  money  in  reach  and  lock  it  up  in  vaults .;  bankers  may  put  the 
screws  on  "  accommodations  ;"  operators  may  plot  to  tighten  the  money 


market;  strikes  may  occur  to  stop  work  and  wages ;  mills  may  shut 
-down  ;  crops  may  fail ;  grasshoppers  devour ;  flood  waste  and  hurricanes 
devastate,  but  so  long  as  pensions  are  paid  there  will  be  some  ready 
money  coming  into  town  every  three  months,  upon  which  business  can 
he  done.  There  will  be  money  in  circulation  which  will  be  inde- 
pendent alike  of  the  manipulations  of  selfish  financiers  and  the  mis- 
fortunes to  trades  and  agriculture. 

Take,  for  example,  the  State  of  Ohio.  There  are  105,627  pensioners 
in  the  State,  who  receive  every  year  ^15,456,006.90.  As  there  are  88 
counties  in  the  State,  this  would  make  an  average  of  i  ,200  pensioners  to 
■each  county  and  an  average  payment  to  each  county  of  $175,636.  That 
is,  the  Treasury  distributes  among  the  people  of  each  county  in  Ohio  an 
average  of  $43,906  every  three  months. 

Can  there  be  any  overestimation  of  the  benefits  which  flow  to  every 
merchant,  every  shopkeeper,  every  retail  dealer,  every  mechanic,  every 
artisan,  of  the  quarterly  payment  of  this  great  sum  directly  to  the  people 
of  the  county  ?  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  whole  county,  no  matter  what 
lie  does  or  what  business  he  is  engaged  in,  but  within  a  very  short  time 
after  pension  day  gets  some  of  this  money  in  his  pocket.  Even  if  he  is 
■onl}'  a  day  laborer  he  finds  some  one  ready  to  hire  him  and  pay  him 
good  wages  than  he  would  be  were  it  not  for  this. 

And  the  certainty  that  this  money  will  come  —  tliat  it  can  not  be 
prevented  by  Wall  street  panics,  or  bankers'  schemes,  or  trade  distur- 
bances, or  crop  failures,  enables  men  of  all  kinds  to  go  ahead  and  make 
their  arrangements  with  a  degree  of  confidence  which  they  otherwise 
would  not  have.  From  the  quickness  with  which  this  money  passes  into 
-circulation  and  from  hand  to  hand  among  all  classes  it  does  more  good 
than  millions  would  if  doled  out  through  the  timid  and  stringent  meth- 
ods of  the  banks. 

Then'there  is  the  question  "of  the  burden  on  the  taxpayer."  No 
matter  what  he  may  say  for  the  purposes  of  argument,  every  decently 
informed  man  knows  that  the  fund  from  which  pensions  are  paid  is  not 
the  slightest  burden  on  any  taxpayer.  As  a  rule,  the  customs  duties  and 
internal-revenue  duties  were  imposed  and  are  maintained  more  for  the 
protection  of  American  industry,  and  the  regulation  of  certain  traffics, 
than  to  secure  the  revenue.  Take,  for  example,  oleomargarine,  from 
which  the  Government  receives  about  $2,000,000  a  year.  This  tax  was 
levied  to  restrain  the  production  and  sale  of  bogus  butter  and  cheese, 
and  the  revenue  part  was  a  mere  fiction.  Before  the  war  wiih  Spain 
called  for  extraordinary  expenditures,  the  Government  had  to  fir,.da  way 
to  return  to  the  people  the  money  it  was  obliged  to  collect  to  protect 
American  manufacturers  and  to  regulate  the  whisky,  beer,  and  tobacco 
trades.  The  people  demanded  that  certain  duties  be  imposed  cm  im- 
ported good.!  and  on  the  distillaiion  and  Eo.h  of  whisky,  the  bi.:\?iii» 
and  sale  of  beer,  and  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  bogus  butter  and 
cheebe.  What  was  done  with  the  proceeds  of  those  duties  w.-is  a  necon- 
dary  question.  The  imposition  of  the  duties  was  the  main  tiling  snd  in 
this  they  were  resolute.  The  expense's  of  the-.  Sppnish  rnr  aVc  now 
being  rapidly  met,  and  we  shall  soon  return  to  llie'.sarnecondi'tion.  "The 
burden  on  the  taxpayer"  is  the  most  absurd  of  partisan  fictions. 

In  paying  pensions  the  Government  is  not  only  meeting  its  just  obli- 
gations to  those  whom  il  is  overwhelmingly  indebted,  but  incidentally  it 
has. hit  upon  the  most  effective  way  in  which  to  return  to  the  whole 
people,  without  partiality  or  favoritism,  the  money  it  is  compelled  by  a 
manHate  of  the  people  to  collect  for  economic  and  moral  purposts. 


INTERNATIONAL  BANKING  BILL. 


"While  I  am  a  Member  of  Congress  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  defeat 
legislation  in  the  interest  of  the  trusts  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  monopo- 
lies." 


SPEECH 


OP 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  16,  1898. 


WASHINOXON. 

1898. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM     SULZER. 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  B.  10307)  to  carry  into 
effect  the  recommendatioiis  of  the  International  American  Conference  by 
the  incorporation  of  the  international  American  bank- 
Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  This  measure  should  be  entitled  "A  bill  to 
create  the  international  bank  trust."  That  is  just  what  it  does, 
and  it  would  be  the  greatest  trust  the  world  has  ever  seen.  In  less 
than  five  years,  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will  own  and  control 
all  the  other  trusts  in  this  country  and  every  other  country  where 
it  can  secure  a  foothold. 

In  my  judgment  this  is  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills  ever  pre- 
sented to  Congress.  It  seeks  to  create,  and  doss  create,  the  great- 
c>3t  and  most  gigantic  trust  ever  conceived  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
human  mind;  a  trust  that  would  for  all  practical  purposes  own, 
control,  and  monopolize  almost  everything  under  the  sun.  Ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  this  charter  there  is  no  limit  to  its  powers 
and  no  end  to  its  possibilities  for  evil  when  manipulated  by  clever 
and  unscrupulous  men. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  would  have  us  believe  it  is  a  simple 
measure  and  clothes  the  company  with  no  far-reaching  and  un- 
usual powers.  This  is  not  so.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
there  is  hardly  a  conceivable  thing  this  trust  could  not  do.  Bead 
it,  and  I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me.  It  legislates  away,  in 
my  opinion,  the  most  sweeping  franchise  I  have  ever  read. 

It  seems  almost  incredible  that  the  daring  and  farseeing  ma- 
nipulators behind  this  colossal  scheme,  devised  for  the  purpose  of 
swindling  the  people,  could  ever  hope  to  successfully  pass  it.  It 
must  bs  clear  to  all  that  it  ought  not  to  pass.  It  never  should 
have  been  reported.  It  ought  to  be,  and  it  will  be  if  we  do  our 
duty,  the  worst  beaten  bill  in  this  Congress, 
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During  the  debate  this  morning  1  have  carefully  listened  to  all 
that  has  baen  said  for  and  against  this  bill,  and,  sir,  I  have  yet  to 
hear  one  good  reason  why  this  bill  should  become  a  law.  The 
arguments  of  those  who  favor  this  bill  show,  if  they  show  any- 
thing, that  sweeping  legislation  of  this  character  is  unwise  and  a 
step  in  the  wrong  direction.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  we 
should  give  away  to  a  banking  trust  such  unusual  powers.  If  we 
do,  I  believe  it  will  open  the  door  to  a  continuance  of  abuses 
which  will  never  end  and  to  the  possibilities  for  evil  beyond  the 
calculation  of  the  human  intellect.  All  legislation  giving  addi- 
tional advantages  to  corporations  and  trusts  is  a  direct  blow  at 
the  rightsof  the  people.  These  combinations  of  capital  already 
enjoy  too  much  favor  at  the  hands  of  the  law. 

I  have  carefully  read  this  bill  and  the  report  of  the  committee. 
The  report,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  fails  to  give  a  single  reason  why 
this  bill  should  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  members  of  this 
House. 

The  most  cursory  examination  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  will 
demonstrate  to  the  most  thoughtless  man  in  the  House  that  the 
bill  is  radically  wrong  and  inherently  bad.  It  is  essentially  a 
piece  of  legal  favoritism.  It  takes  from  the  many  for  the  benefit 
of  the  few.  It  is  monopoly  pure  and  simple,  and  in  its  meanest 
form.  It  is  class  legislation  of  the  worst  type.  Its  sweeping 
provisions  constitute  a  mighty  stride  in  the  wrong  direction. 
It  fashions  a  mighty  trust,  and  places  it  on  a  pedestal  beyond 
the  law.  I  am  against  this  kind  of  legislation,  and  I  will 
always  do  all  in  my  power  to  defeat  it.  All  legislation  of  this 
special  and  exclusive  character  is  absolutely  wrong.  The  sad- 
dest comment  on  our  legislative  history  ia  the  just  criticism 
that  there  has  been  too  much  special  legislation  for  the  past 
thirty  years.  I  view  this  kind  of  special  legislation  with  alarm, 
and  sound  a  note  of  warning  against  it.  We  all  know  what  it 
has  done,  what  it  is  doing,  and  what  it  will  continue  to  do.  The 
history  of  the  past  teaches,  if  it  teaches  anything,  that  it  quickly 
becomes  an  instrument  for  the  robbing  of  the  people  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  trusts— a  legalized  tyranny  to  oppress  the  people  for  the 
advantage  of  greedy  corporate  interests. 

The  bill  confers  unheard-of  powers  on  a  few  individuals,  who 

3C16 


will  be  able  to  make  wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice  by  the 
operation  of  its  provisions.  We  should  not  legislate  to  create  for 
a  few  advantages  denied  to  the  many.  All  legislation,  so  far  as 
possible,  should  be  general,  not  special.  In  my  opinion,  more  in- 
jury has  been  done  the  people  of  this  country  by  corrupt  special 
legislation  than  by  any  other  single  agency.  In  nearly  every- in- 
stance the  great  fortunes  of  our  millionaires  and  multimillion- 
aires are  the  simple  results  of  this  obnoxious  special  legislation. 

This  bUl  will  create  the  greatest  financial  trust  of  the  century. 
No  doubt  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  this  House,  if  asked, 
would  say  they  were  against  the  trusts,  and  yet  I  fear  many  of 
these  same  members  will  vote  for  this  bill  and  do  all  they  can  to 
enact  it  into  law. 

Let  me  say  to  the  members  of  this  House  that  I  am  unalterably 
opposed  to  trusts.  I  am  opposed  to  all  the  trusts,  each  and  every 
one,  now  in  existence,  and  to  all  and  any  legislation  seeking  to 
create  new  and  more  trusts. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  Government  delegating  away  the  rights  of 
the  peopl6  to  a  few  individuals  associated  together  for  the  purpose 
of  making  money  under  the  title  of  the  "International  Bank." 
Ever  since  the  civil  war  the  Government  has  been  delegating  away 
its  powers  to  selfish  and  soulless  corporations.  We  should  not 
delegate  to  corporations  the  powers  vested  in  the  Government  by 
the  people.  If  we  do,  the  corporations  and  the  trusts  will  soon 
become  grreater  and  more  powerful  than  the  Government, 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  this  gigantic  financial  trust, 
with  unlimited  capital,  unrestricted  powers,  and  unparalleled  op- 
portunities, would  soon  absorb  and  ere  long  control  the  financial 
and  commercial  business  of  the  whole  country.  It  could  do  any- 
thing that  can  be  done  to-day  by  any  copartnership,  trust,  monoi>- 
oly,  or  corporation  in  this  country  or  in  any  other  country  where 
It  could  get  a  foothold.  It  could  absorb  the  wealth,  the  treasure, 
and  the  business  of  theland,  and  do  it  on  its  own  terms.  It  would 
become  the  trust  of  trusts,  and  by  its  charter  do  a  general  pawn- 
brokerage  business  and  fix  its  own  rates  of  interest.  In  fact,  it 
could  do  anything  from  buying  a  farm  to  loaning  money  on  a 
watch. 

For  the  Government  to  give  away  a  great  franchise  like  this 


will  be  an  irreparable  wrong  to  the  people  of  this  country.  This 
•is  the  greatest  franchise,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  ever  devised  and 
that  Congress  ever  attempted  to  give  away. 

This  bill  creating  this  financial  trust  is  the  greatest  scheme  ever 
invented  by  man  to  oppress  and  enslave  his  fellow-man.  No  donbt 
the  true  design  of  the  men  behind  this  great  corporation  is  to  get 
this  franchise  to  organize  a  tremendous  banking  and  pawnbroker- 
age  trust,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  a  national  bank  ex- 
cept the  privilege  of  issuing  money,  and  finally  to  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment of  that  attribute  of  sovereignty,  and  do  it  all  without 
governmental  control  or  supervision. 

What  a  spectacle  of  legislative  audacity  this  unrivaled  proposi- 
tion presents!  It  could  never  originate  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
Read  the  legislative  history  of  our  country  and  you  will  find  that 
all  legislation  similar  in  character  and  purposes  to  this  is  the 
handiwork  of  the  Republican  party.  It  can  not  be  successfully 
controverted  that  the  policies  and  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  create  and  foster  trusts  and  monopolies. 

The  Democratic  party  is  opposed  to  specialIegislation,andisthe 
natural  foe  and  the  unswerving  enemy  of  trusts.  By  virtue  of  its 
principles  and  through  the  instrumentality  of  its  policies  they  can 
be  crushed,  and  they  will  be  crushed  and  destroyed. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  legislate,  not  for  the 
trusts,  but  against  them;  not  for  the  few,  but  for  the  many.  We 
do  entirely  too  much  for  special  interests,  not  enough  for  the 
general  welfare  of  all  the  people  of  our  land.  The  crying  evil  of 
our  times  is  special  legislation  which  robs  the  many  for  the  benefit 
of  the  few,  and  does  it  all  under  the  guise  of  law.  I  am  opposed 
to  all  special  legislation  of  this  character.  I  stand  for  equal  rights 
to  all,  special  privileges  to  none.  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  a  Democratic  Congress  will  pass  a  law  making  it  impossible 
for  a  trust  or  a  monopoly  to  exist  in  this  country. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  bill  because  I  believe  it  will  create  the 
greatest  monopoly  and  the  most  gigantic  trust  in  the  world. 
While  I  am  a  member  of  Congress  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
defeat  legislation  in  the  interest  of  the  trusts  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  monopolies.  This  bill  should  challenge  the  honest  criticism 
of  every  man  in  our  country.    Its  passage  would  be  an  outrage 
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on  every  taxpayer  and  an  insnlt  to  every  honest  toiler.  I  can  not 
believe  it  has  any  chance  to  become  a  law  now,  but  the  very  at- 
tempt to  pass  it  should  arrest  the  attention  of  every  patriot  in  the 
land  and  put  the  thinking  citizens  of  our  country  on  their  guard. 
Ere  long,  I  doabt  not,  another  effort  will  be  made.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  trusts  are  most  tenacious  and  ever  active  and 
watchful.  The  representatives  of  the  people  must  be  bo,  too,  or 
our  free  institutions  will  be  doomed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  for  the- past  thirty  years  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  been  delegating  to  trusts  and  monopolies  vast 
powers  and  privileges.  All  of  this  legislation  has  been  against 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  individuals 
who  have  been  made  millionaires  and  multimillionaires  by  opera- 
tion of  law.  The  future  historian  of  our  country,  viewing  with 
an  impartial  eye  this  period  of  law-made  wealth  in  our  wonderful 
history,  will  call  this  legislative  epoch  the  "crime  of  the  century," 
and  its  pernicious  results  will  affect  generations  yet  unborn  and 
blight  the  opportunities  of  millions  yet  to  come. 

These  great  trusts  and  monopolies  are  springing  up  every  day, 
and  they  flourish  like  the  green  bay  tree.  Many  of  thenl  are  so 
intrenched  in  power  that  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  above 
law  and  no  longer  amenable  to  legislative  action.  They  limit  tho 
supply  of  the  product  which  they  control,  and  force  out  of  em- 
ployment thousands  and  thousands  of  honest  toilers.  They  en- 
hance prices,  lower  wages,  and  write  the  terms  of  their  own  con- 
tracts. They  destroy  all  competition,  and  have  every  consumer 
in  the  country  in  their  power.  You  must  pay  their  price  or  do 
without.  Every  man,  woman,  arfd  child  in  all  our  land,  every 
home,  and  every  hearth  side  must  pay  tribute  to  the  trusts.  This 
is  the  ransom  the  trusts  exact  for  the  people's  right  to  live.  Leg- 
islation has  done  all  this;  legislation  can  remedy  it  all. 

To-day  about  200  trusts  control,  wholly  or  in  large  part,  every 
conceivable  product  and  industry  of  the  country.  These  combines 
dictate  the  supply  and  manipulate  the  price.  They  control  legis- 
lation, national,  State,  and  municipal.  They  escape  taxes  and 
construct  and  maintain  tariffs  to  suit  their  own  selfish  ends. 
They  regulate  foreign  and  interstate  commerce,  declare  quarterly 
dividends  on  watered  stock,  and  make  fortunes  every  year  out  of 
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the  people.  From  tho  Standard  Oil  trust  down  they  are  all  the 
same,  all  doing  bnsiness  on  the  same  line,  all  robbing  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  And  the  many  snbmit  to  it. "  Why?  I 
know  not.  The  people  can,  if  they  determine  to,  settle  this  ques- 
tion in  one  election  and  crush  forever  out  of  existence  every  trust 
in  the  land. 

Why  is  it  people  seldom  rebel  against  being  robbed  indirectly  by 
operation  of  law?  However,  I  believe  the  trusts  can  not  perma- 
nently exist  in  the  United  States  if  the  people  once  become  alive 
to  the  great  injustice  done  them  by  these  combinations  of  capital. 
To  think  otherwise  would  be  a  bitter  commentary  on  our  intelli- 
gence in  the  last  decade  of  the  dying  nineteenth  century. 

The  power  of  the  trusts  has  been  a  thing  of  rapid  growth  and 
of  recent  times.  Prior  to  the  civil  war  there  was  not  a  trust  in 
this  country. 

The  Bepublican  party  is  responsible  for  the  trusts  and  stands 
sponsor  for  thein  to-day.  The  only  hope  of  the  people  is  in  the 
Democratic  party  and  through  its  representatives. 

The  Democratic  party  must  make  the  destruction  of  the  trusts 
and  the  monopolies  one  of  its  leading  issues  in  the  next  campaign. 
If  the  trusts  now  practically  own  and  run  the  Government  and 
their  insatiable  greed  and  power  are  not  soon  checked,  another 
quarter  of  a  century  will  witness  free  institutions  subverted,  the 
Constitution  dethroned,  industrial  slavery  the  corner  stone  of  the 
Government,  and  an  obligarchy  of  wealth  sitting  in  high  places 
and  the  rulers  of  the  land. 

These  gigantic  trusts,  in  my  judgment,  constitute  a  greater 
menace  to  our  Government  and  our  free  institutions  than  any- 
thing else.  I  would  like  to  see  every  chamber  of  commerce,  every 
board  of  trade,  every  labor  organization,  every  business  man,  and 
every  taxpayer  take  up  this  fight  against  the  trusts  and  carry  it 
on  to  the  end.  It  is  a  cause  worthy  of  every  honest  and  sincere 
man;  and  if  they  will  enlist,  the  war  against  the  trusts  will  soon 
be  over,  the  monopolies  of  the  land  destroyed,  and  the  country 
saved. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  notice  my  time  is  nearly  exhausted.  Let  me  say 
to  the  members  of  this  House  that  this  bill  is  the  worst  trust  bill 
which  has  ever  come  to  my  notice  since  I  have  been  a  servant  of 

361S 


8 

the  people.  I  hope  every  Democrat  will  vote  against  it.  It  is  the 
greatest  trust  franchise  Congress  has  ever  been  asked  to  give 
away.  If  it  were  enacted  into  law  it  would  soon  become  the  most 
tremendous  instrument  of  oppression  ever  invented  by  the  cruel 
ingenuity  of  man  to  rob  and  oppress  and  enslave  his  fellow-man. 
Its  overwhelming  defeat  to-day  will  mark  a  red-letter  day  in  our 
legislative  history.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
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[Extract  from  Congressional  Record,  February  7,  i8gg.] 


SPEECH 


OF 


RO^.  WILLIAM  SULZEE, 


OF    NEW    YORK. 


ON  "THE  DAY  WE  CELEBRATE,' 


BEFORE  THE 


JACKSON  CLUB,  OF  OMAHA,  NEBR, 


Saturday  Evening,  January  7, 1899. 


[Beprinted  from  tlie  Omaliit  World-Herald,  Jannary  8, 18S9.] 


WASHiisra-xoN. 

1899. 


"  The  DftJ  We  Celebrate," 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZEK. 


[From  the  Omaha  World-Herald,  January  8, 1899.] 

Congressman  WiiiLiAH  SuiiZER  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Gentleman:  It  is  a  matter  of  mnch  personal  gratiflear 
tion  to  me  to  be  with  you  to-night  and  participate  in  your  joyous  and  mag- 
niilccnt  celebration  of  Jackson's  day. 

I  would  be  false  to  myself  and  to  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  1  possess 
and  hold  dear  if  I  did  not  at  the  very  beginning  of  my  remarks  express  to 
you  how  deeply  and  sincerely  I  appreciate  the  honor  and  the  distinguished 
compliment  of  your  invitation.  I  accepted  it,  of  course.  1  could  not  do 
otherwise.  Coming  from  whence  it  did,  and  how  it  did,  I  could  not  refuse. 
I  am  very  glad,  indeed,  to  be  with  you,  and  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  never 
forget  your  courtesy,  your  reception,  your  consideration,  and  your  hearty 
and  genuine  hospitality. 

I  like  the  Democrats  of  the  great  West,  and  I  hope  they  will  like  me. 

I  stand  squarely  on  the  ChicagD  platform,  and  as  a  Democrat,  tried  and 
true  to  every  tenet  of  our  party  and  to  its  fundamental  principles,  I  come 
to  you  from  the  toiling,  throbbing,  earnest  Democrats  oi  the  East,  and  bring 
you  their  fraternal  greeting,  and  their  message  of  hope  for  union  and  har- 
mony in  our  ranks,  and  for  the  triumphant  victory  of  our  grand  old  party 
for  years  to  come. 

In  my  judgment,  we  are  destined  to  triumph  if  we  religiously  adhere  to 
our  principles,  fearlessly  and  vigorously  promulgate  them,  and  honestly  and 
tenaciously  strive  to  enforce  them.  We  must  bo  true  to  ourselves  and  to  the 
teachings  of  the  fathers  of  Democracy,  and  if  we  are  and  continue  to  have 
faith  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  must  and  will  succeed,  and  signal  victory 
must  and  will  crown  our  efforts. 

We  celebrate  to-day  one  of  the  most  important  epochs  in  the  annals  of  our 
history. 

This  is  Andrew  Jackson's  day,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  tho  hero  of  New 
Orleans,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  grand  old  man,  the  old  hickory  of  the 
Democratic  party,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the  most  unique,  one  of 
the  most  stalwart,  and  one  of  the  most  magniScent  figures  and  characters  in 
all  American  history. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  a  hero  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave.  Irresistible 
events  and  circumstances  beyond  his  control  made  him  so. 

The  fascinating  story  of  his  life  reads  like  a  romance  and  demonstrates 
that  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.  That  story  is  a  jiart  of  the  most  stirring 
and  eventful  period  in  our  history,  an  incentive  to  every  hopeful  schoolboy, 
a  beacon  to  every  sincere  patriot,  a  star  of  hope  to  every  struggling  toiler, 
and  a  conclusive  proof  of  tho  stability  and  the  opportunity  of  democratic  in- 
stitutions. 
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Andrew  Jackson  from  his  birth  to  bis  bier  was  a  remarkable  personage. 
He  was  a  man  of  iron  will  and  of  indomitable  spirit.  His  veins  were  filled 
with  good  red  blood,  but  his  nerves  were  of  steeL  He  never  knew  fear.  He 
never  turned  his  back  on  friend  or  foe.  He  knew  the  right  and  never  hesi- 
tated to  do  it.  He  hated  cant,  despised  hypocrisy,  and  cared  naught  for  con- 
sequences. 

He  was  a  plain  man.  He  loved  the  plain  people;  they  understood  b<Tn  and 
they  loved  him. 

He  was  a  forcefnl  man,  a  direct  man,  a  positive  man,  an  honest  man,  and  a 
truthful  man.    He  hated  a  liar,  and  he  spurned  with  contempt  a  coward. 

His  life  began  with  the  struggles  of  a  brave  people  to  cast  off  the  tyrannous 
yoke  of  oppression,  and  when  It  went  out  his  last  look  witnessed  the  greatest 
and  the  grandest  Republic  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

His  life  was  a  part  of  the  Bepublic,  and  demonstrated  its  opportunities  and 
its  possibilities. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  not  born  to  the  purple;  he  was  no  child  of  pampered 
fortune;  he  knew  woe  and  want,  poverty  and  misery,  trial  and  trouble. 

He  was  schooled  in  the  school  of  adversity,  but  learned  to  surmount  all 
difficulties. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  three  wars  and  a  hero  in  each. 

His  parents  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  origin, 
and  had  that  blood  in  his  veins  with  all  that  it  means  and  all  that  it  implies. 

He  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Carolina  in  March,  17S7.  It  was  a  new  and 
sparsely  settled  country.  Shortly  after  his  birth  his  father  died,  leaving  a 
widow  and  three  orphan  children.    Andrew  Jackson  was  the  youngest. 

His  early  days  were  days  of  hardship  and  privation,  but  they  were  trial 
days  to  school  him  and  to  fit  him  for  the  part  he  was  to  play  in  life. 

At  that  time  the  Revolution  smoldered,  and  when  it  finally  blazed  forth  in 
all  its  fury,  the  greatest  and  the  grandest  Revolution  that  ever  shook  the 
earth,  all  the  Jacksons  wei'e  in  it  and  a  part  of  it. 

Andrew  Jackson,  then  a  mere  lad,  was  a  soldier  and  a  hero  in  those  dark 
and  stormy  days.  He  was  a  warrior  for  the  right,  a  soldier  for  freedom.  He 
was  captured,  made  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  while  such,  because  he  refused  to 
blacken  the  boots  of  an  English  officer,  was  struck  a  cruel  blow  on  the  head 
with  a  sword.  He  carried  the  terrible  scar  to  his  grave,  but  he  avenged  the 
insult  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Revolution  passed  and  the  Republic  dawned.  During  the  heroic  strug- 
gle Jackson's  mother  and  his  brothers  died,  all  martyrs  to  the  sacred  cause. 
The  close  of  the  contest  to  vindicate  the  principle  that  governments  derive 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed  found  Andrew  Jackson 
homeless,  penniless,  and  friendless,  with  neither  kith  nor  kin,  but  nothing 
daunted.  The  ordeal  of  the  Revolution  made  him  a,  man,  a  patriot,  and  a 
Democrat. 

Andrew  Jackson  loved  his  mother  witl^  a  passion  almost  divine.  His  de- 
votion to  her  memory  is  the  noblest  trait  in  his  heroic  character,  and  his 
undying  fame  her  greatest  monument. 

Napoleon  asked.  "  What  is  wanting  to  save  the  youth  of  France?  "  Madams 
Champau  answered.  "  Mothers. "  No  man  was  ever  truly  great  whose  mother 
was  not  really  great. 

Andrew  Jackson's  mother  intended  him  for  the  ministry,  but  fate  willed 
otherwise.  He  studied  law,  practiced  it  .luccessf  ully,  was  a.  judge  and  a  good 
jurist,  a  member  of  both  branches  of  Congress,  molded  the  Constitution  of 
Tennessee,  was  the  greatest  and  most  successful  Indian  fighter  who  ever 
lived .  crushed  at  New  Orleans  the  greatest  invading  forces  which  ever  dese- 
crated our  sacred  soil,  humbled  In  the  dust  the  flower  of  the  English  army, 
and  destroyed  for  all  time  the  power  and  the  prestige  of  Great  Britain  on 
the  Western  Hemisphere. 
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Andrew  Jackson  was  the  hero  of  Hie  war  of  1812  and'w<m  its  aost  deeislTa 
yiotory .  We  celehrate  that  tritnnpb  to-night.  He  was  a  great  citizen-soldier, 
but  a  greater  ciTilian.  He  was  a  Tolnnteer  and  believed  in  and  stood  for  the 
volnnteer  forces  of  the  Bepnblio.  He  was  opposed  to  a  great  standing- armr 
and  had  no  sympathy  with  imperialism. 

He  was  a  Democrat,  reared  in  the  Democratic  school  of  Thomas  Jefferson^ 
He  stood  for  the  freedom  of  the  presst  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  con- 
science, for  civil  and  religions  liberty,  for  the  Constitntion,  for  aQ  that  Jef- 
ferson stood  for.  He  believed  in  onr  cardinal  principle  of  special  privileges 
to  none,eqnal  opportunities  for  alL 

He  stood  for  advancement,  for  progress,  for  personal  liberty,  for  the  school- 
house  and  the  home.  There  was  nothing  illiberal,  nothing  narrow-mindedt 
abont  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  broad-gauged  and  broad-minded.  Be  be- 
lieved in  the  ability  of  the  plain  people  to  govern  themselves.  He  stood  for 
their  rights,  their  hopes,  their  aspirations,  and  he  vindicated  them  whUe  ho 
lived. 

He  brought  about  the  annexation  of  the  Floridas  and  was  their  first 
American  governor.    He  accomplished  what  he  pnriK>sed;  he4id  things. 

He  was  twice  President  of  the  United  States,  stamped  his  personality 
Indelibly  on  her  history,  and  when  he  died  he  was  the  popular  idol  of  the 
American  people.  He  wiU  always  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  figure  in 
our  history. 

He  vindicated  American  institutions,  crushed  treason,  pilloried  nullifica- 
tion, and  dethroned  the  United  States  Bank,  the  greatest  trust  and  moaopol; 
of  his  day. 

He  stood  for  the  home  and  the  hearthaide,  the  sanctity  of  the  family,  and 
for  the  blessings  of  Christian  civilization. 

He  stood  for  internal  improvements,  tor  commerce,  the  American  mer- 
chant marine,  and  he  loved  his  country  with  an  intensity  that  was  patrio1> 
ism  personified. 

No  one  ever  qnestioned  the  purity  of  his  patriotism,  or  challenges  the 
Integrity  of  his  motives,  and  yet  no  public  man  in  all  our  history  was  ever 
more  bitterly  assailed  by  his  enemies  or  more  justly  loved  by  his  friends  and 
adherents. 

Andrew  Jackson  Iiad  his  faults  and  his  foibles.  He  was  not  a  demigod— be 
was  only  human.  He  hated  and  he  loved  in  human  ways  like  other  human 
beings.  He  triumphed  imd  he  suffered.  Hewasamanof  force  and  of  passion, 
the  man  for  every  crisis,  and  yet  no  man  could  be  calmer  under  more  trying 
circumstances— no  mansuffered  more  and  complained  less.  His  whole  life  was 
aa  heroic  struggle  mentally  and  physically.  But  amid  all  the  storms  of  his 
tempest-tossed  career  his  heart  beat  true,  and  was  ever  warm;  his  hand  was 
always  steady,  his  head  was  ever  cool,  and  within  his  stem  exterior  there 
dwelt  a  Christian  spirit  and  a  noble  nature  as  gentle  as  a  woman's.  He  waa 
a  great  Democratic  leader,  and  no  man  ever  had  more  loyal  followers. 

He  stood  for  the  true  democracy,  the  rule  of  the  plain  people,  the  democracy 
which  unfetters  trade,  fosters  commerce,  establishes  industry,  aids  enter- 
prise, maJTitrainfl  equal  opportunity,  unshackles  the  mind  and  the  conscience, 
and  defends  Uberty. 

He  was  a  great  man,  the  representative  of  two  centuries.  He  was  the  em- 
bodiment of  true  American  manhood,  the  personification  of  the  genius  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  the  incarnation  of  JeSersonlan  Democracy.  He  always 
subordinated  personal  interest  to  his  sense  of  pnbUc  duty. 

We  are  Americana,  we  are  Democrats;  and  as  Americans  and  Democrats 
we  love  and  revere  the  memory  of  Andrew  Jackson,  the  illustrious  patriot  of 
the  Hermitage,  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  sage  of  Tennessee. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  eulogiae  the  hero  of  New  Orleans.  Nothing  I  can 
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tKT  will  add  to  his  greatness  or  his  glory.  History  has  done  Andrew  Jackson 
ample  justice.  His  monament,  more  endnriag  than  marble  or  brass,  is  ia  the 
grataf  nl  and  patriotic  hearts  of  bis  loyal  countrymen. 

It  is  fitting  and  proper,  however,  that  this  day  shonld  be  celebrated  by  the 
Democrats  of  onr  country  and  by  the  plain  people,  whose  friend  Andrew 
Jackson  ever  was. 

To-day  we  want  and  the  Republic  needs  men  with  the  indomitable  spirit, 
the  magnificent  courage,  and  the  patriotic  zeal  of  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
preservation  of  our  free  Institutions  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  Bepublio 
wtmld  be  absolutely  safe  if  we  had  an  Andrew  Jackson  in  every  hamlet, 
every  county,  and  every  State  of  the  Union. 

To-night,  as  Democrats,  we  invoke  the  name  and  fame  of  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans,  in  onr  fight  to  reestablish  the  American  merdumt  marine.  Under 
his  Administration  onr  shipping  and  onr  commerce  flonrished  as  it  never  did 
before.  During  the  Democratic  days  of  Jackson  nine-tenths  of  Americas 
commerce  was  carried  in  American  ships,  flying  the  American  flag.  To-day 
more  than  nine-tenths  of  American  commerce  is  carried  in  foreign  ships  fly- 
ing foreign  flags.  Bepublican  legislation  has  driven  our  flag  from  the  seas,  and 
destroyed  our  foreign  carrying  trade.  We  pay  over  $300,000,000  every  year 
to  foreign  shipowners.  Why?  Because  we  have  legislated  in  their  Interest, 
and  against  the  true  interest  of  otir  own  people.  Because  the  Republican 
party  has  legislated  our  flag  ofE  the  seas. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Democratic  party  to  restore  onr  merchant  marine. 
We  must  combat  the  disastrous  policy  of  the  Bepublican  party  against  onr 
merchant  marine  and  repeal  its  vicious  legiriation.  We  must  revive  our 
great  shipping  indnstries,  and  thus  give  employment  to  thousands  of  idle 
men,  re-create  the  American  sailor,  and  ere  long  again  witness  the  gladsome 
sight  of  the  American  fla«r  flying  on  every  sea  and  kissing  the  sky  in  every 
foreign  port.  The  Democratic  party,  the  party  of  Andrew  Jackson,  must 
and  will  restore  and  reestablish  the  American  merchant  marine. 

To-night  as  Democrats  we  invoke  the  spirit  of  Andrew  Jackson  in  favor  of 
the  volunteer  forces  of  the  Republic  and  against  a  large  standing  army 
in  time  of  peace  composed  of  men  who  are  not  taxpayers,  but  are  tax- 
eaters.  Andrew  Jackson  was  a  citizen-soldier,  and  he  believed  in  the  dtizen- 
soldlery  of  the  land.  As  Democrats  we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  defeat 
the  now  avowed  project  and  policy  of  the  Bepublican  party  to  increase  the 
Regular  Army  of  our  country  to  100,000  soldiers.  We  do  not  need  this  vast 
army  in  time  of  peace  any  more  than  we  need  a  king.  We  shonld  favor  a 
great  navy  to  protect  onr  coast  and  onr  conunerce,  but  we  should,  if  we  are 
true  to  the  people  and  onr  principles,  vigorously  oppose  this  enormous  in- 
crease of  the  Regular  Army.  A  large  standing  army  in  a  republic  is  always 
a  menace  to  civil  liberty  and  free  institutions. 

To  demonstrate  ihis  we  have  only  to  look  to-day  to  the  pitiful  condition  of 
Prance.  We  have  no  need  of  an  Immense  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 
The  Regular  Army  is  the  most  undemocratic  institution  we  have.  In  time 
of  trouble.  In  case  of  war,  the  Bepublio  should  rely  on  its  citizen-soldiery  and 
its  volunteer  forces.  It  is  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  to  permit  the  military  power  to  become  supreme  and  paramount  to 
the  civil  authority.  A  desperate  effort  will  be  made  by  the  Republicans  to 
pass  the  act  to  create  a  great  standing  army,  and  if  it  succeeds  it  will  burden 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country  for  its  maintenance  $150,000,000  a  year.  Every 
Democrat  in  the  land  should  be  alive  to  the  dangers  of  this  Republican  move- 
ment, and  do  all  in  his  power  to  frustrate  it. 

To-night,  as  Democrats,  we  invoke  the  memory  of  the  hero  of  New  Orleans 
against  any  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  especially  when  the  agent  of  that 
Government  is  the  Benedict  Arnold  of  the  home-rule  cause.    We  need  no  al- 
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llsnce  with  Oreat  Britain.  All  we  need  now,  as  in  the  past,  is  a  firm  reliance 
on  onr  own  greatness,  oar  own  ability,  our  own  integrity,  oar  own  power  to 
defend  onr  rights,  protect  onr  citizens,  and  legislate  for  onrselves  on  every 
proposition  regarding  onr  own  welfare,  our  own  happiness,  our  own  well- 
being,  and  our  own  prosperity. 

If  Andrew  Jackson  were  alive  to-day  he  would  never  sanction  an  alliance 
with  Great  Britain.  The  spirit  of  1776  and  1812  still  lives.  The  Republican 
party  is  in  favor  of  this  alliance:  the  Democratic  party  should  be  strenuously 
opposed  to  it.    Its  consnmmatlon  means  national  disintegration. 

To-night,  as  Democrats,  we  invoke  the  memory  of  President  Andrew  Jack- 
son against  the  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  national 
banks.  They  menace  our  Republic  to-day.  Jackson  waged  the  most  bitter 
and  relentless  war  of  his  life  against  the  United  States  Bank,  and  finally  de- 
stroyed that  gigantic  monopoly.  If  he  had  not  it  would  have  destroyed  the 
Republic.  One  of  the  greatest  acts  of  his  life  was  the  veto  of  the  bill  extend- 
ing the  charter  of  that  bank  trn^t.  In  the  light  of  what  is  going  on  to-day 
that  veto  message  should  bo  read  by  every  citizen  in  onr  land.  There  is  a 
bill  now  pending  in  Congress  which  gives  to  the  national  banks  of  the  coun- 
try far  greater  powers  and  privileges  than  wore  ever  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States  Bank.  It  is  a  Republican  bill,  and  the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor 
for  it  and  is  committed  to  its  passage. 

If  it  should  become  a  law  it  would  give  the  monopoly  of  issuing  money  to. 
the  national  banks,  and  hence  the  right  to  expand  or  contract  the  currency 
of  the  people  whenever  it  suited  their  convenience.  No  corporation  should 
have  this  power  to  make  or  destroy.  It  would  deprive  the  Government  of 
one  of  its  greatest  attributes  of  sovereignty  and  give  to  the  national  banks 
the  right  to  paralyze,  at  their  own  will,  every  indastry  in  the  country.  It  is 
the  most  daring  attempt 'the  banks  have  ever  made  by  law  to  sieze  one  of  the 
greatest  weapons  for  good  or  evil  known  to  civilized  man.  For  the  Govern- , 
ment  to  surrender  this  prerogative  and  delegate  away  this  power  would  be 
a  crime  against  every  citizen  in  this  land  and  work  woe  and  misery  t')  mil- 
lions yet  unborn. 

As  a  Democrat,  and  a  follower  of  Andrew  Jackson,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
Government  delegating  away  its  powers  to  the  national  banks.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  should  vigorously  oppose  conferring  any  additional  powers  on 
or  granting  any  greater  privileges  to  the  national  banks.  In  my  judgment 
they  already  possess  entirely  too  much  power.  They  are  doing  precisely  to- 
day, only  to  a  greater  extent,  what  the  United  States  Bank  did  in  the  days  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  right  to  coin  and  issue  money  is  one  of  the  greatest 
prerogatives  of  the  Republic  and  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  its  sover- 
eignty. It  should  not  be  delegated,  transferred,  assigned,  or  set  over  to  any 
national  bank,  to  any  trust,  or  to  any  monopoly.  As  Democrats  and  believ- 
ers in  the  meaning  of  this  day,  we  should  resist  the  encroachments  of  na- 
tional banks  on  the  liberties  of  the  i>eople  with  the  same  zeal  and  the  same 
courage  that  Andrew  Jackson  resisted  the  audacious  claims  of  the  United 
States  Bank  in  his  day  And  when  the  national  banks  impudently  declare 
that  the  Government  should  go  out  of  the  banking  business,  we  should  answer 
that  the  banks  should  and  must  go  out  of  the  governing  business.  And  we 
should  make  that  answer  good  now  and  for  all  time  to  come. 

In  Jackson's  day  there  was  only  one  Nick  Biddle.  Today  there  is  a  Nick 
Biddle  in  every  national  bank  in  the  land. 

Let  me  say  here,  it  is  a  matter  of  gratlflcatioq  tor  me  to  tell  you  that  the 
recent  attempt  of  the  Republicans  to  pass  through  Congress  an  international 
bank  charter  met  with  the  signal  and  the  overwhelming  defeat  that  the 
scheme  deserved.  It  was  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills  ever  presented  to 
Congress.  According  to  its  terms  there  was  no  limit  to  its  powers  for  pelf 
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and  no  «Dd  to  its  possibilities  for  erll.  If  it  hod  been  enacted  into  lav  it- 
would  have  created  the  greatest  trust  the  world  has  ever  seen.  By  virtue  of 
its  provisioiis  it  would  monopolize,  own,  and  control  almost  everything  under 
the  sun;  It  was  the  most  colonsal  scheme  ever  devised  by  the  ingenuity  of 
man  to  rob  and  swindle  the  people  and  to  enslav«  for  idl  time  to  come  the  in- 
dustrial masses. 

Under  the  provisions  of  that  hlU  this  gigantic  flnancid  trust,  with  unlim- 
ited capital,  unrestricted  powers,  and  unparalleled  oipportunit4es,  would 
soon  absorb,  monopolize,  own,  and  cmtrol  the  wealth,  the  treasure,  and  the 
commercial  and  industrial  business  enterprises  of  the  land.  The  bill  was  so 
cleverly  drawn  that  the  men  behind  it  could  practically  do  anything  from 
buying  and  holding  land  to  loaning  money  on  perrsonal  property,  and  they 
could  do  it  all  on  their  own  terms  and  flx  their  own  rates  of  interest.  It 
would  have  been  the  trust  of  trusts.  It  was  the  greatest  trust  franchise 
Congress  was  ever  asked  to  give  away,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  by  a  very 
decisive  vote  Congress  placed  its  seal  c^  condemnation  on  the  colossal  scheme. 
But  it  will  come  up  again.  The  forces  of  conniption  are  always  active,  never 
conquered.    Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty. 

As  I>emocrats  to-night  we  should  also  invoke  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the 
great  destroyer  of  the  United  States  Bank  monopoly,  Andrew  Jackson,  and,- 
following  in  his  footsteps,  every  Democrat  in  our  land  should  enlist  in  the 
war  of  the  people  against  the  trusts.  Andrew  Jackson  was  the  implacable 
toe  of  monopoly.  Were  he  olive  to-day  he  would  be  the  imjdaeable  foe  of  the 
trusts. 

To-day  the  great  trusts  of  the  country  are  practically  supreme.  Many  of 
them  are  so  intrenched  in  power  that  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
above  the  law  and  no  longer  ameoaUe  to  legislative  action.  The  crying  evil 
of  the  times  is  the  power  and  the  sway  of  the  trusts.  They  endanger  not 
only  our  free  institutaons  but  our  free  men.  The  battle  cry  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  should  be.  "  The  trusts  must  gol " 

To-day  about  200  trusts  control,  wholly  or  in  large  part,  every  conceivable 
product  and  industry  of  the  country.  ' 

These  gigantic  combinations  constitute,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest 
menace  at  the  pi'esent  time  to  our  democratic  institutions.  They  control  tho 
supply,  monopolize  the  product,  and  dictate  the  price  of  every  necessary  of 
life.  Thoy  force  out  of  legitimate  em^doyment  iiiousands  and  thousands  of 
honest  toilers.  They  enhance  prices,  reduce  wages,  and  write  the  terms  of 
their  own  contracts.  They  destroy  competition,  paralyse  opportunity,  as- 
sassinate labor,  and  hold  the  consumers  of  our  country  in  tbeir  ntonopolistio 
grasp.  They  levy  tribute  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Bepnblic^ 
They  blight  the  poor  man's  home,  darken  the  hearthside  of  his  children, 
cloud  the  star  of  legitimate  hope,  and  destroy  equal  opportunity.  They  oon- 
trol  legislation,  escape  taxation,  and  evade  the  just  burdens  of  government, 
while  their  agents  construct  anil  maintsin  tariffs  to  suit  their  s^flidt  ends 
and  greedy  purposes.  They  imperil  trade,  stagnate  industry,  regulate  for- 
eign and  interstate  commerce,  declare  quarterly  dividends  on  watered  stocks, 
and  make  fortunes  every  year  out  of  the  people.  Ttoir  tyrannical  power, 
rapid  growth,  and  centralization  of  wealth  are  the  marvel  of  recent  times  and 
the  saddest  commentary  on  our  legislative  history.  Prior  to  the  civil  war 
there  was  not  a  trust  in  the  country  except  the  United  States  Bank  trust, 
which  Jackson  killed. 

They  practically  own,  run,  and  control  the  Government  to-day.  and  defy 
successful  prosecution  for  violation  of  law.  If  their  power  of  centralization 
is  not  speedily  checked,  and  they  go  on  for  another  quarter  of  a  century'like 
they  have  in  the  past  few  years,  I  believe  our  free  institutions  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  in.stead  of  a  Government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for 
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the  people;  we  will  hare  a  OoTemment  of  the  trusts,  by  the  trusts,  and  for 
the  trasts. 

How  mach  longer  will  the  people  hambly  consent  to  be  robbed  and  snb- 
miasively  permit  a  continaation  of  this  ontrageons  policy  of  favoritism  by 
cla^  legislation?  AU  legislation  bestowing  special  benefits  on  the  few  is  nn- 
JQSt,  and  against  the  masses  and  for  the  classes.  It  has  gone  on  nntil  less 
than  8  per  cent  of  the  people  own  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  wealth  of 
our  conntry.  It  has  been  tmly  sitid  that  monarchies  are  destroyed  by  pov- 
erty and  republics  by  wealth.  If  the  greatest  republic  the  world  has  ever 
seen  is  destroyed,  it  will  fall  by  this  vicious  system  of  robbing  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few. 

The  total  population  of  the  United  States  is  about  70,000,000.  The  total 
aggregate  wealth  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  best  statistics  that 
can  be  procured,  is  estimated  at  about  $82,000,000,000,  and  it  appears,  and  no 
doubt  much  to  the  surprise  of  many,  that  out  of  a  total  population  of  70,000,000 
less  than  40,000  persons  in  the  United  States  own  more  than  one-half  of  the 
entire  aggregate  wealth  of  the  land.  And  this  has  aU  been  brought  about  by 
legislation  during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

The  centralization  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  few  by  the  robbery  of  the 
many  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  simply  enormous,  and 
the  tacts  and  figures  are  appalling.  Three-quarters  of  the  entire  wealth  of 
our  land  appears  to  be  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  very  small  minority  of 
the  people,  and  the  number  of  persons  constituting  that  minority  grows 
smaller  every  year.  The  legislative  schemes  which  have  been  most  favored 
for  checking  this  growing  centralization  of  wealth  ure  generally  the  most 
elusive  and  the  most  impotent. 

Impartial  students  of  these  startling  facts  and  statistics  can  hardly  escape 
the  irresistible  conclusion  that  a  conspiracy  exists,  and  has  existed  for  some 
time,  to  convert  the  Government  of  the  United  States  into  a  powerful  oli- 
garchy of  wealth.  The  millionaires,  the  plutocrats,  the  trusts,  the  monopolies, 
and  the  syndicates  seem  to  be  supreme  and  legislate  for  their  own  interests, 
benefit,  and  protection.  If  it  continues,  the  yeomanry  of  our  country  will 
soon  be  reduced  to  a  condition  of  Industrial  serfdom  more  pitiable  than  ever 
existed  before  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  money  power,  the  trusts,  the  syndicates,  and  the  favored  few  of  the 
land  threaten  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  InstltutionB  by  subsidizing  the  pul- 
pit, buying  the  press,  seating 'well-paid  attorneys  in  legislative  halls  and 
conrts  of  justice,  stifling  free  speech  and  the  right  of  lawful  assembly  and 
stretching  out  their  tentacles  to  the  colleges  of  the  land  to  crush  professors 
who  have  the  courage  of  their  convictions  and  dare  to  tell  the  truth  regard- 
ing economic  and  social  principles. 

My  friends,  to  crush  the  trusts,  now  and  forever,  is  the  highest  duty,  and  the 
tme  mission  to-day  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  this  war  of  extermination 
against  the  octopus  which  is  enslaving  our  industrial  masses,  and  destroying 
our  free  institutions,  we  should  invoke  the  aid  and  the  support  of  every 
lover  of  Uberty,  and  every  disciple  of  Andrew  Jackson,  whose  memory  we 
revere  and  celebrate  to-day.  He  said:  "The  Union  must  and  shall  be  pre- 
served." Let  us  to-night  as  firmly  resolve  and  proclaim  that  the  rights  and 
the  liberties  of  the  people  must  and  shall  be  preserved  from  the  Insidious 
encroachments  of  aggregated  wealth. 
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The  Hor.se  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  CTnion, 
and  having  nnder  consideration  the  bill  (H.  E.  1213a)  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  hscal  year  ending  June  30, 1900,  and  for  other 
purposes — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Without  regard  especially  to  the  point  of  order 
now  under  consideration,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying  to  the 
members  of  this  House  and  to  the  people  of  the  country  generally 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  this  naval  appropriation  bill,  shall  vote  for 
it,  and  so  long  as  I  am  in  Congress  I  will  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  maintain,  improve,  and  increase  the  American  Navy. 

The  American  people  take  a  just  pride  in  their  Navy.  They 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  it,  to  be  proud  of  its  past,  to  be 
proud  of  it  now,  and  to  be  proud  of  its  future.  The  Navy  is  one 
of  America's  greatest  institutions— a  bulwark  of  defense,  a  mighty 
engine  of  offense — and  should  be  liberally  supported  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  for  all  its  wants  by  generous  appropria- 
tions. 

Every  dollar  spent  on  the  Navy  is  just  so  much  money  expended 
for  insurance.  A  better  investment  could  not  be  made.  We  must 
all  stand  by  and  for  the  Navy. 

The  most  unthinking  individual  in  the  country  realizes  how 
important  it  is  for  the  Government  to  have  a  strong,  a  great,  and 
a  mighty  navy.  We  have  a  larger  and  more  vulnerable  seaboard 
than  any  other  country  in  the  world.  We  will  soon,  I  believe, 
have  a  great  merchant  marine.  We  have  great  cities  of  immense 
wealth,  of  costly  building,  of  commerce,  and  of  property,  the  value 
of  which  is  incalculable,  all  along  our  seacoasts.  They  must  and 
should  be  all  protected,  and  they  can  not  be  better  protected,  bet- 
ter safeguarded  than  by  a  modern,  a  commensurate,  a  powerful, 
and  an  eflScientnavy.  In  my  judgmentlbelieve  that  seven-tenths 
of  the  people  of  this  country  are  more  in  favor  of  liberally  appro- 
priating money  for  the  Navy  than  they  are  for  the  Army.  I  say 
this  deliberately,  and  I  am  on  the  Military  Affairs  Committee. 
We  do  not  want  a  large  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 

This  naval  appropriation  bill  it;  an  honest  and  an  economical  one. 
It  should  pass  the  House  unanimously.  It  only  carries  an  appro- 
priation of  about  $45,000,000,  while  the  Army  appropriation  bill 
carries  appropriations  aggregating  nearly  §80,000,000,  nearly  dou- 
ble the  amount  of  the  naval  bill.  We  want  a  mighty  navy  all  the 
time.  It  is  essential  to  our  safety  as  a  nation  and  to  our  suprem- 
acy on  the  high  seas.  A  large  standing  aimy  in  time  of  peace  is, 
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however,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  democracy  and  a  menace  to  free 
and  popular  institutions. 

In  a  Republic  like  ours,  based  on  the  consent  of  the  governed, 
where  every  man  is  a  part  of  the  Government,  where  every  man 
stands  for  the  Government,  and  where  every  man  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  a  patriot,  we  do  not  need  a  great  standing  army  in  time  of 
peace.  We  should  rely  on  the  volunteers  and  keep  alive  the  mar- 
tial spirit  of  .our  people. 

In  time  of  war  every  able-bodied  man  in  this  country  is  or 
should  be  a  soldier  of  the  Bepablic  and  bear  arms,  if  necessary, 
for  its  defense,  for  its  flag,  and  for  its  vindication.  We  need, 
however,  a  gi-eat  navy  for  the  protection,  for  the  safety,  and  for 
the  integrity  of  our  great  seaboard  and  our  seacoast  towns  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
We  need  a  great  navy  to  protect  our  commerce  on  the  high  seas 
and  to  vindicate  American  citizenship  and  all  that  it  stands  for  in 
every  port  and  in  every  land  in  the  world.  I  believe  in  the  Navy, 
I  stand  for  the  Navy,  and  while  I  am  in  Congress  I  will  always  do 
all  that  I  can  for  the  Navy — for  the  men  on  deck,  for  the  men 
below,  and  for  the  men  behind  the  guns.  AH  honor  and  all  glory 
to  the  American  sailors,  to  the  American  Navy,  and  to  their  patri- 
otic, their  heroic,  and  their  splendid  achievements. 

I  think  I  but  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
I)eople  of  this  country  when  I  say  to  you  with  all  candor  that  we 
should  have  a  great  navy,  the  equal,  in  fact,  of  any  in  the  world. 
Nothing  would  be  more  conducive  to  lasting  peace,  permanent 
security,  and  continued  prosperity. 

The  recent  war  between  Spain  and  this  country  demonstrated 
the  power,  the  glory,  and  the  effectiveness  of  the  American  Navy. 
Where  would  we  have  been  in  that  combat  it  it  had  not  been  for 
our  Navy?  It  was  the  Navy  that  lowered  and  humbled  in  the 
dust  the  proud  banner  of  Spain  in  the  Orient  by  the  matchless 
genius  and  the  thundering  guns  of  Dewey.  It  was  the  Navy  that 
dethroned  the  haughty  power  of  Spain  on  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere under  the  great  Commander  Schley,  It  was  the  Navy — our 
Navy,  the  Navy  of  the  Republic — that  forced  the  proud  and 
pnfEed-np  Spaniards,  who  had  derided  and  ridiculed  us  for  years, 
to  hastily  sue  for  peace  when  Schley's  nnerring  gons  sank  the 
Spanish  fleet. 

It  was  the  Navy  that  vindicated  the  gi'eatness,  the  glory,  and 
the  power  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  placed  us  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  great  powers  of  the  world.  It  was  the  Navy 
that  settled  the  controversy  and  won  the  war.  Without  the  Navy 
we  would  have  been  imjwtent  and  powerless. 

I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  speak  for  the  Navy  and  to 
speak  for  the  men  in  the  Navy,  from  the  lowest  in  the  ranks  to 
the  highest  in  command.  They  all  did  and  they  all  do  their 
duty.    They  are  all  heroes,  each  and  every  one. 

Sir,  I  would  vote  for  this  bill  if  it  appropriated  more  money  than 
it  does.  There  has  been  no  fraud  in  the  Navy,  no  stealing,  no 
hypocrisy,  no  slander,  no  corruption.  Its  proud  banner  is  spot- 
less, and  history  will  give  it  its  full  measure  of  praise  and  glory. 

For  all  that  our  Navy  has  recently  done  and  for  all  that  it  is 
to  day  we  owe  much— more  than  words  can  tell — to  the  dis- 
tinguished chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  [Mr.  Bodtelle]  ,  to 
his  patriotic  colleagues  on  that  committee,  especially  to  my  friend 
and  colleague  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cummings],  and  to  the  recent 
Secretaries  of  the  Navy,  among  whom  should  be  particularly  men- 

8800 


tioned  Secretary  Chandler,  Secretary  Whitney,  Secretary  Tracy, 
Secretary  Herbert,  and  the  present  efiacient  and  distinguished  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  Long.  The  country  owes  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  it 
can  never  pay.  The  great  worlr  they  have  done  for  the  Navy  and 
for  the  Republic  can  hardly  be  estimated,  and  I  doubt  not  will 
never  be  really  and  truly  appreciated.  All  honor  to  them,  I  say. 
Their  best  reward,  however,  is  in  the  consciousness  of  duty  well 
done  for  duty's  sake.  As  the  years  come  and  go  let  us  indulge  the 
hope  that  their  work  will  be  more  and  better  understood,  and 
their  patriotic  efforts  duly  recognized  and  sincerely  applauded. 

We  are  a  mighty  people.  We  have  a  great  and  a  superb  coun- 
try. We  are  the  great,  the  peerless  Republic.  We  have  an  im- 
mense seaboai'd.  We  mus  t  build  up  a  great  merchant  marine; 
we  must  build  and  own  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  and  we  want  a  great 
navy  to  promote,  to  safeguard,  and  to  protect  it  all  now  and  for 
all  time  to  come. 

We  are  all  proud  of  the  heroism  and  the  great  deeds  of  valor 
and  of  gallantry  of  our  immortal  naval  commanders.  What  true 
American  is  there  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other  whose  blood 
does  not  stir  and  tingle  when  he  reads  or  thinks  or  hears  of  the 
heroic  deeds  of  daring  and  of  bravery  of  Paul  Jones,  of  Wickes, 
of  Hull,  of  Perry,  of  Lawrence,  of  McDonough,  of  Decatur,  of 
Stewart,  of  Farragut,  of  Porter,  of  Foote,  of  Evans,  of  Phillips,  of 
Clark,  of  Schley,  and  of  our  great  admiral,  the  immortal  Dewey? 

Their  gallant  names,  their  heroic  deeds,  and  their  matchless 
valor  brighten  and  illumine  every  page  of  American  history. 
Their  monuments,  more  enduring  than  marble  or  brass,  are  in  the 
grateful  hearts  of  their  patriotic  countrymen,  and  their  illustrious 
fame  will  never  die  while  American  history  lives,  is  read,  and 
continues  to  be,  as  I  pray  it  ever  will,  a  beacon  light  to  the  op- 
pressed of  other  lands  and  an  inspiration  to  liberty,  to  freedom, 
and  to  equal  rights  and  equal  opportunities  for  all.  No  words 
can  do  them  and  their  great  deeds  full  justice. 

But,  sir,  in  this  connection  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  about 
another  matter.  If  I  had  my  way,  I  would  make  the  Naval  Acad- 
emy at  Annapolis  and  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  gi'eat 
national  universities.  I  would  make  them  great  institutions  of 
naval  and  military  learning.  I  would  open  them  freely  to  the 
youth  of  the  land.  I  would"  make  them  as  free  to  the  poor  man's 
son  as  they  are  to  the  rich  mau's  son.  In  this  regard,  let  me  say, 
I  agree  with  and  concur  in  the  policy  of  that  great  metropolitan 
newspaper,  the  New  York  Journal.  I  stand  for  that  policy  and 
will  do  all  I  can  to  carry  it  out.  I  would  give  all  a  chance,  under 
proper  rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  Congress.  In- 
stead of  having  one  cadet  at  West  Point  and  Annapolis  from  each 
Congressional  district,  I  would  have  aa  many  as  could  be  accom- 
modated by  a  proper  enlargement  of  the  two  academies,  so  that 
anyone,  no  matter  how  poor  or  humble  he  might  be,  could  enter 
and  be  educated,  provided  he  could  pass  the  necessary  physical 
and  mental  examination. 

I  would  pass  a  law  providing  that  some  of  these  students,  when 
graduated,  should  spend  a  certain  length  of  time  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  and  that  others  should  go  into  the  walks  of  pri- 
vate life,  to  be  ready  to  serve  the  Government  when  called  for 
in  case  of  trouble  or  war.  This  is  the  true  solution,  in  my  judg- 
ment, of  the  making  of  a  great  navy  and  a  great  reserve  army,  and 
then  men  in  almost  every  walk  of  life,  educated  at  West  Point 
and  Annapolis,  could  command  volunteers  and  ships  in  case  of 
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war.  I  -would  like  to  see  the  way  as  open  and  clear  for  the  youth 
of  our  country  to  go  to  West  Point  and  Annapolis  as  it  is  now  for 
them  to  go  to  Princeton,  to  Yale,  or  to  Harvard. 

The  people  are  thinking  about  this  matter,  and  the  day,  in  my 
opinion,  is  not  far  distant  when  Congress  will  have  to  take  some 
decisive  action  in  regard  to  it.  I  know  that  nothing  will  be  done 
now,  that  nothing  can  be  done  now,  but  there  must  be  a  begin- 
ning to  everything.  I  begin  this  agitation.  I  know  that  many 
here  think  my  proposition  is  impracticable,  but  let  me  say  to  yon 
in  all  sincerity  that  what  yon  think  is  now  inconsistent  and  im- 
jwacticable  will  be  a  re^ization  and  a  blessing  in  a  few  years. 
Someone  must  make  the  start.  Someone  must  inangnrate  the  dis- 
cussion. Someone  must  make  the  first  effort  to  bring  about  reform 
and  a  departure  from  old  practices  and  obsolete  theories.  I  have 
tried  to  do  that  to-day,  and  I  doubt  not  that  these  few  brief  re- 
marks, uttered  without  preparation  or  premeditation,  will  bear 
fruit  and  ultimately  consummate  this  great  reform  at  West  Point 
and  Annapolis  so  devoutly  vrished  for  by  the  young  men  of  our 
land.    [Loud  applause.] 


ARMY  APPEOPRIATION  BILL. 

Friday,  February  Si,  1899, 

The  Honae  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  tTnion 
and  having  nnder  consideration  the  bill  (H.  B.  12106)  maklne appropriations 
for  the  snpport  of  the  Ai-my  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 190O— 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  is  the  regular  Army  appropriation  bill  for 
the  next  fiscal  year,  and  it  appropriates  four  times  as  much  money 
for  the  Army  as  was  ever  appropriated  before  In  any  one  year 
in  the  history  of  the  Government.  It  appropriates  more  than 
twice  the  sum  asked  for  to  maintain  and  increase  the  Navy. 

This  bill  takes  out  of  the  Treasury— in  other  words,  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people — the  sum,  in  roimd  numbers,  of  eighty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  last  regular  Army  appropriation  bill  carried 
only  about  twenty-three  mUiions  of  dollars.  What  a  difference! 
What  a  comparison!  And  yet,  sir,  it  is  said  by  those  who  speak 
with  authority,  who  speak  as  experts,  that  this  Army  appropria- 
tion bill  will  cause  a  deficiency  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars. 
Alas,  well  may  we  exclaim.  Whither  are  we  going? 

Let  me  repeat  at  this  time  what  I  have  frequently  said  before  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  that  1  am  now,  always  hare  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be,  opposed  to  a  large  standing  army  in  time  of  peace. 

In  a  Republic  like  ours  a  great  standing  army  in  time  of  peace 
is  inimical  to  civil  liberty,  an  unnecessary  drain  on  the  resource* 
of  the  people,  and  a  menace  to  free  institutions.  We  do  not  need 
a  large  standing  army  of  soldiers  in  a  country  like  ours.  They 
are  consumers,  not  producers;  they  are  tax  eaters,  not  taxpayers. 

In  a  Republic  like  ours  we  should  rely  on  the  volunteers  in  casa 
of  trouble  or  emergency.  I  believe  in  the  citizen  soldiery  of  our 
land.  I  speak  for  them  now  as  I  have  in  the  past,  and  I  stand  for 
them.  The  history  of  the  past  demonstrates  how  ueeftil,  bow 
efficient,  how  brave,  how  heroic,  and  how  self-sacrificing  they 
are.  No  words  of  mine  can  do  justice  to  the  brave  volunteers  of 
the  Republic. 

In  praising  the  valor  and  the  gallantry  of  our  rolnnteers,  how- 
ever, I  would  not  be  just  to  myself  or  to  them  if  I  di^k  not  at  ttt* 
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same  time  give  full  and  due  credit  to  the  regulars.  We  must  have 
regulars,  but  in  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity  we  do  not  want  a 
single  regular  soldier  mora  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

As  I  have  said  before,  I  would  keep  the  Regular  Army  in  time 
of  peace  down  to  the  minimum,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  for 
a  national  reserve  force  of  volunteers  or  militiamen,  who  should 
he  drilled  the  same  as  the  Begulars,  organized  the  same,  and 
equipped  the  same.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  true  and  the 
simple  solution  of  our  military  system  of  army  organization.  If 
we  would  do  this  in  case  of  war  or  trouble,  we  could  in  less  than 
thirty  days  put  a  half  million  well-drilled,  well-organized,  and 
well-equipped  soldiers  in  the  field,  the  equal  of  any  in  Europe, 
regulars  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

If  we  would  do  this,  the  expense  to  the  people  would  be  very 
small  and  the  results  beyond  calculation.  Sooner  or  later,  in  my 
judgment,  we  must  come  to  it.  The  recent  war  with  Spain  should 
be  and  is  an  object  lesson  to  every  citizen  in  the  countoy. 

And  in  this  regard,  without  presuming,  I  would  make  another 
suggestion:  The  whole  Army,  line  and  staff,  should  be  thoroughly 
reorganized,  and  patterned  after  the  best  military  system  in  the 
world.  If  we  would  do  this,  there  would  never  again  be  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  abuses,  the  negligence,  the  incompetency,  and  the 
criminality  so  flagrant  and  outrageous  as  those  which  occurred 
and  disgraced  the  nation  in  the  recent  Spanish- American  war. 

In  my  judgment  the  conduct  of  the  recent  war  should  be  thor- 
oughly investigated.  The  American  people  will  never  be  satisfied 
until  it  is  done,  and  rigidly  and  vigorously  done,  by  a  Congressional 
investigating  committee. 

The  commission  appointed  by  the  President  was  a  whitewashing 
commission  and  only  added  insult  to  injury.  That  commission  was 
unauthorized,  without  warrant  of  law,  and  had  no  legal  authority 
to  send  for  books,  documents,  papers,  and  persons.  It  could  not 
administer  oaths,  its  labors  were  abortive  and  impotent,  and  its 
report  a  roaring  farce  and  a  hollow  mockery. 

The  people  had  no  confidence  in  that  commission,  and  treated 
it  with  the  contempt  it  deserved.  It  did  not  elicit  the  truth.  It 
did  not  try  to.  On  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  studiously  endeavor 
to  avoid  the  truth,  evade  the  damning  facts,  cover  up  the  frightful 
fraud,  hide  the  peculation,  and  smooth  over  the  criminal  corrup- 
tion, incompetency,  and  negligence  of  those  trusted  with  responsi- 
bility and  high  in  authority. 

Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  first  day  of  this  session — to  be  specific,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  December,  1898—1  introduced  in  this  House  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be,  and  the  same  hereby 
is,  authorized  and  directed  to  investigate  the  War  Department  and  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  recent  war  between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  report  all 
of  saidproceedings,  with  their  flndiogs,  conclusions,  and  recommendations, 
to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  with  all  convenient  speed. 

kesolved.  That  said  committee  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
send  for  books,  documents,  papers,  and  persons,  examine  persons  under 
oath,  sit  in  any  part  of  the  tmited  States,  employ  a  stenographer,  and  that 
the  Sergeantat-Arma  ia  hereby  directed  to  attend  said  committee  and  carry 
out  its  directions. 

Resolved,  That  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  investigation  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

That  resolution  was  in  proper  terms  and  would  have  accom- 
plished the  results  desired.  It  should  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  of  which  I  am  a  member.  If  it  had, 
I  would  have  had  it  reported  and  passed.    The  Speaker,  however, 
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with  great  discernment  of  mind,  no  doubt  thonglit  aa  mnch,  and 
quietly  referred  it  to  his  own  committee,  yiz,  the  Committee  on 
Roles,  of  which  he  is  the  chairman,  and  there  it  has  slept  ever  since 
the  sleep  which  knows  no  awakening.  All  my  efforts  to  get  a 
hearing  on  it,  or  a  favorable  report,  have  been  in  vain.  When  it 
went  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  it  went  to  its  grave.  From  that 
legislative  mausoleum  no  reBolution  ever  returns,  unless  per- 
chance the  Speaker  favors  it.  What  a  commentary  on  free  insti- 
tutions! 

This  session  is  now  at  an  end.  The  Fifty -fifth  Congress— the 
most  profligate,  the  most  extravagant,  and  the  most  boss-ridden 
Congress  in  the  history  of  the  Republic— has  done  its  work  and 
takes  its  place  in  the  annals  of  the  past.  The  people  will  weigh  it 
and  judge  it.  The  verdict  must  be,  and  will  be,  one  of  condem- 
nation. 

Let  me  say  here  and  now,  however,  that  if  I  live  to  take  my  seat 
in  the  Fifty-sixth  Congress  I  shall  reintroduce  the  above  resolu- 
tion to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  war  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  pass  it  and  thus  bring 
about  an  honest  and  a  searching  inquiry  that  will  lay  bare  the 
facts  and  the  truth,  and  let  no  guilty  man  escape.  So  mnch  for 
that. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  opposed  to  the  Alger-Hull  imperialistic 
army  bill,  and  I  voted  against  it  when  it  passed  this  House.  It 
is  now  in  the  Senate,  and  I  doubt  very  much  if  it  will  ever  pass 
that  body  and  become  a  law.  That  bill  violated  every  principle 
of  Democ-racy  and  invaded  every  safeguard  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. From  the  best  information  I  can  get  the  bill  is  now  as 
dead  as  a  door  nail.  And  yet,  sir,  it  is  now  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee to  pass  this  bill  carrying  appropriations  based  on  the  esti- 
mates of  that  bill.  In  my  opinion,  we  should  not  pass  an  appro- 
priation bill  for  the  Army  until  we  know  just  what  kind  of  an 
Army  we  are  going  to  have. 

This  bill  appropriates  eighty  millions  of  dollars.  The  chairman 
of  the  committee  says  that  is  enough.  The  Secretary  of  War 
says  in  his  estimates  it  will  require  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
millions  of  dollars  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Alger-Hull 
bill  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  best  mathematicians  in  the 
Treasury  Department  say  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Alger- 
Hull  imperialistic  army  bill  for  the  next  fiscal  year  will  necessitate 
an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. So  whichever  end  of  the  dilemma  you  take,  there  is  bound 
to  be  a  terrible  and  a  glaring  deficiencj'.  And  the  Treasury  is 
nearly  empty,  war  taxes  continue  without  abatement,  and  the 
people  are  being  robbed  under  the  guise  of  law  more  now  than 
ever  before  in  all  our  history. 

How  much  longer  will  the  people  submit?  How  much  longer 
will  they  tolerate  the  wanton,  the  corrupt,  the  profligate,  and 
the  intolerant  rule  of  the  Republican  party?  Let  them  answer 
at  the  baUot  box. 

In  the  interest  of  economy,  for  the  safety  and  the  perpetuity 
of  our  free  institutions,  and  on  behalf  of  the  tax-burdened  people 
of  our  land,  I  enter  my  emphatic  protest  against  a  great  standing 
Army  in  time  of  peace. 

We  witness  to-day  in  France  the  results  of  a  great  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace,  overawing  the  people,  threatening  revolu- 
tion, stamping  on  civil  liberty,  burdening  the  taxpayer,  subordi- 
nating freedom  and  justice  to  gold  lace  and  shoulder  straps, 
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denying  a  poor, innocent  Hebrew  a  fair  trial,  langhingatlaw,  and 
making  free  institntions  a  mockery  and  a  sham.  As  France  passes 
into  the  shadow  of  her  former  greatness— a  victim  to  militarism — 
wonld  it  not  be  weU,  my  countrymen,  for  ns  to  taie  warning  by 
the  great  lessons  of  history,  and,  ere  it  be  too  late,  set  onr  faces 
firmly  against  any  innovation  in  onr  long  and  snccessfnlly  estab- 
lished army  custom?  Let  us  make  haste  slowly  in  respect  to  a 
great  standing  army. 

Mr.  Chairman,  duringthis  debate  a  great  deal  has  been  said  in 
regard  to  Cuba  and  the  Philippines.  The  President,  in  his  recent 
speech  in  Boston,  said  the  whole  Philippine  question  was  referred 
to  Congress;  that  Congress  would  grapple  with  the  problem  and 
determine  what  should  be  done  with  the  Philippine  archipelago. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  an  editorial  from  this  morning's  Washington 
Times  in  regard  to  a  conference  held  yesterday  at  the  White 
House.  It  seems  to  be  authentic  and  shows  how  inconsistent  the 
Republican  party  is;  what  a  difference  there  is  between  the  Pres- 
ident's promise  and  the  party's  performance.  I  send  this  article 
to  the  desk,  and  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it  for  the  information  of 
the  members  and  the  edification  of  all  assembled.  It  tells  the 
story  of  perfidy  and  surrender. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

A  WHITE  HOUSE  COITOERENCE. 

This  was  the  aituationiintUyesterdaymomliie  when  a  conference  was  held 
at  the  White  House,  in  which  Senators  Allison,  Hawley,  Hanna,  Spooner,  and 
Carter  participated  and  at  which  the  compromise  with  the  Democrats  was 
agreed  upon.  Senators  Allison,  Sftooner,  and  Hanna  have  always  favored  any 
step  which  wonld  render  an  extra  session  unnecessary.  Senator  Hawley,  on 
the  other  hand,  only  two  days  ago  proclaimed  publicly  in  the  Senate  that  he 
would  accept  nothing  but  "  unconditional  surrender  "  from  the  opponents  of 
the  bill,  and  Senator  Carter  insisted  that  the  reorganization  measure  must 
be  passed,  pure  and  simple.  These  Senators  were,  however,  willing  to  agree 
to  a  compromise  yesterday.  The  reasons  which  operate  against  an  extra  ses- 
sion are  mainly  two,  as  follows: 

"  The  discussion  of  the  financial  auestion,  which  would  be  precipitated, 
is  avoided. 

"  By  a  recess  of  Congress  the  President  is  given  nine  months  of  unrestricted 
power  to  operate  in  the  Philippines  and  solve  the  problems  of  expansion.^* 

Mr.  SULZEB.  That  article,  Mr.  Chairman,  tells  the  whole 
story,  and  gives  the  reasons  why  the  Bepublican  party  has  come 
off  its  high  horse,  and  is  now  willing  to  accept  a  reasonable  and  a 
temporary  army  bill  to  tide  over  the  present  emergency.  A  few 
days  ago  the  Democrats  were  told  by  the  Republicans  here  and 
in  the  Senate  that  they  must  unconditionally  surrender  their 
opposition  to  the  Alger-Hull  bill.  To-day— right  about  face, 
march — the  Republicans  have,  forsooth,  unconditionally  surren- 
dered to  the  Democrats.  What  a  complete  change  of  fronti 
What  a  transformation! 

The  President  wants  Oong^ress  off  his  hands  for  nine  months. 
He  wants  nine  months  more  of  \inrestricted  power  to  wrestle 
with  Aguinaldo,  nine  months  more  of  unrestricted  power  to  sub- 
jugate the  Filipinos.  I  have  not  time  now  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion as  I  should  like  to.  I  have  decided  opinions  regarding  the 
Philippine  question— opinions  I  formed  long  ago— which  I  believe 
to  be  right,  and  which  I  will  religiously  adhere  to  until  I  am  con- 
vinced that  I  am  wrong.  Some  other  day,  ere  this  session  ends, 
I  trust  I  will  get  time  to  give  my  views  on  the  Oriental  situation. 
Let  me  now  briefly,  in  the  short  time  I  have  left,  caU  your  atten- 
tion to  the  Cuban  situation. 

As  a  member  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  and  of  this  Congress 
it  ifl  well  known  to  all  that  I  was  an  ardent,  an  earnest,  and  a 
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sincere  friend  and  sympathizer  of  the  Cuban  patriots,  I  missed 
no  opportunity,  in  Congress  and  out  of  Congress,  to  champion 
their  rights  and  their  cause.  I  aided  them  and  I  helped  them 
in  every  way  I  could.  The  record  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  point  to 
that  record  "with  pride  and  with  some  personal  gratification  and 
individual  satisfaction. 

Sir,  I  early  saw  that  war  with  Spain  over  Cuba  was  inevitable, 
and  when  others  faltered  and  held  their  peace  I  spoke  out  in  no 
uncertain  tones.  I  advocated  war.  I  voted  for  war.  I  worked 
and  voted  to  free  Cuba.  I  voted  for  men,  for  munitions  of  war, 
and  for  every  dollar  that  was  needed  to  vigorously  and  success- 
fully prosecute  that  war  to  a  victorious  determination  in  favor  of 
the  United  States.  I  denounced  the  dastardly  sinking  of  the 
Maine,  and  the  villainous  and  cruel  assassination  of  her  heroic 
crew.    War  finally  came.    It  had  to  come. 

With  all  my  countrymen  I  gloried  in  the  signal  and  triumphant 
victories  of  Dewey  at  Manila,  of  Schley  at  Santiago,  of  Wheeler 
and  Kent  and  Roosevelt  at  El  Caney,  at  Siboney,  at  San  Juan, 
and  of  Miles  in  Porto  Rico.  All  our  soldiers  and  sailors  did  their 
duty.  They  all  shed  luster  and  glory  on  American  arms  and 
added  a  bright  chapter  to  our  illustiious  history.  They  were  all 
heroes,  each  and  every  one.  They  have  reared  a  monument  to 
their  fame  that  is  imperishable.  When  the  call  to  arms  came 
there  was  no  lack  of  men.  Thousands  and  thotisands  who  wanted 
to  go  to  the  front  never  got  a  chance  to  go.  Thousands  and  thou- 
sands who  finally  were  successful  enough  to  get  mustered  in  never 
got  beyond  the  deathly  and  pestilential  camps  at  home. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  heart  was  in  the  cause  of  Cuba.  I  had 
talked  for  Cuba,  and  when  the  time  came  I  wanted  to  fight  for 
Cuba,  like  thousands  and  thousands  of  others  all  over  this  land. 
After  the  destruction  of  the  Maine,  and  some  time  before  the 
official  declaration  of  war  against  Spain,  I  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Frank  S.  Black,  then  governor  of  my  State: 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  9, 1898. 

My  Dear  Govebnob:  In  the  event  of  war  with  Spain,  which  now  seems 
Inevitable,  I  desire,  through  yon,  to  place  my  servicea  at  the  disposal  of  the 
State  to  serve  my  country  in  any  capacity  I  can  in  defense  of  tne  national 
honor,  for  the  glory  of  the  flapr,  and  lor  Cuban  independence. 

You  and  I  served  together  in  Oongress,  and  you  Snow  how  intensely  I  feel 
regarding  the  Cuban  question. 

When  hostilities  begin,  if  you  will  give  me  authority,  I  can  organize  very 
quickly  a  good  volunteer  regiment  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  I  appeal  to 
you  for  leave  to  go  to  the  front. 

Trusting  you  will  give  this  communication  your  earnest  attention  and  ad- 
vise me  at  your  earliest  convenience,  believe  me,  as  ever. 
Very  sincerely,  your  friend, 

WM.  SULZEB. 

Hon.  Frank  S.  Black. 

In  answer  to  that  communication  to  Gtovernor  Frank  S.  Black, 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  I  received  the  following  from  his 
military  secretary: 

State  ov  New  York,  Executive  Chamber, 

Albany,  April  11, 1898. 
Dear  Sir:  Governor  Black  is  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  April 
9,  in  which  you  offer  your  services  in  the  event  of  war. 

In  reply  thereto  permit  me  to  say  that  the  same  has  been  referred  to  the 
adjutant-general,  from  whom  you  will  doubtless^  hear  should  occasion  arise 
for  such  services. 

The  Governor  wishes  me  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  and  to  assure  yon  of 
hia  appreciation  of  your  patriotism. 

EespectfuUy,  QEOEGE  CURTIS  TEEADWELL, 

Military  Secretary, 
Hon.  Wm.  Sulzeb, 

House  of  Sepreaentatives,  Waihington^  D.  O. 
8800 


11 

The  next  day  I  received  the  following  from  the  adjutant-general 
of  the  State  of  New  York: 

GeNHRAL  HBADQITABTEItS,  STATU  OF  KiTW  TORK, 

Adjutaht-General's  Office,  Albany,  April  11, 1898. 
Sib:  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  receipt  o£  your  communication  of 
the  9th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Governor  and  ref eiTed  by  him  to  this  ofBce, 
tendering  your  services  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  Spain,  and  in  reply  am 
directed  by  the  adjutant-general  to  inform  yon  that  the  same  has  been  placed 
on  file  and  will  receive  due  consideration  shoald  a  call  for  volanteers  be  made. 
Bespectfully, 

FEED.  PHISTERER. 
Hon,  William  Sulzer,  Ji.  C, 

Waahington,  D.  C. 

Believing,  then,  that  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable— that  the 
conflict  conid  not  be  postponed — I  began  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  conjnnction  with  several  well-known  military  gentlemen  the 
formation  and  organization  of  a  volunteer  regiment.  We  en- 
rolled over  3,000  men,  and  no  better  men  ever  stepped  in  the  ranks. 
These  men  were  all  examined  by  two  surgeons  before  they  were 
mustered  in.  The  regiment  was  thoroughly  organized  and  drilled 
when  war  was  declared.  When  the  President's  call  for  volun- 
teers came,  we  offered  the  regiment  immediately  to  the  Govern- 
ment, through  the  governor  of  the  State.  He  refused  it.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  get  Governor  Black  to  accept  the  regiment, 
but  it  was  useless.  He  refused  to  accept  volunteer  regiments. 
Nearly  all  the  ofBcers  of  this  regiment  were  trained  military  men 
and  most  of  them  had  seen  active  military  service. 

Tho  lieutenant-colonel  was  Col.  John  W.  Marshall,  a  most  dis- 
tinguished olficer  during  the  civil  war.  The  first  major  was 
Maj.  Peter  F.  Rafferty,  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  civil  war.  The 
second  major  was  Gen.  A.  C.  Fish,  formerly  of  Ohio,  and  who 
commanded  one  of  the  crack  regiments  from  the  State  of  Ohio 
during  the  civil  war.  Another  officer  was  Gten.  Lopez  de  Queralto, 
who  was  a  colonel  on  General  McClellan's  staff  during  the  civil 
war,  and  subsequently  served  with  General  Gtomez  in  the  Cuban 
ten  years'  war.  Another  experienced  officer  of  the  regiment  was 
Col.  T.  C.  Campbell,  a  distinguished  and  a  gaJlant  soldier  during 
the  civil  war.  The  officers  were  all  duly  elected  by  the  men  of 
the  regiment,  and  nearly  everyone  was  a  trained  soldier,  who  had 
seen  active  military  service.  After  Governor  Black  refused  to 
give  us  a  chance,  we  did  all  we  could  to  have  the  President  accept 
the  regiment. 

On  the  5th  day  of  May,  1898, 1  received  the  following  telegram 
from  the  regiment: 

Nbw  yoBK,  May  e,  1808. 
Hon.  Wm.  SuLZEn, 

Washington,  D.  C: 

We  have  2,000  men  enrolled  and  have  elected  you  colonel.  See  the  Presi- 
dent. Will  go  to  Cuba  or  Porto  Bico.  Governor  Black  will  not  give  us  a 
chance. 

JOBN  W.  MARSHALL,  Colonel,  and 
PETER  P.  RAFFERTY,  Adjatant. 

In  answer  to  that  telegram  I  requested  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment to  come  to  Washington  to  see  and  confer  with  the  President 
and  with  General  MUea.  They  came  to  Washington  and  we  saw 
the  President,  who  received  us  courteously  and  promised  to  accept 
the  regiment  if  a  joint  resolution  could  be  passed  through  Con- 
gress authorizing  him  to  do  so.  The  next  day  I  introduced  the 
following  joint  resolution: 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  a  Iregiment  of  riflemen 
from  the  State  of  N«w  York. 

BeBolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Bepresentativea  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,That  the  President  be,  and  ia  hereby,  author- 
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Jzed  to  accept  for  the  service  of  the  TTnlted  States,  In  addition  to  the  troops 
already  aiitnorized,  a  regiment  of  volunteer  dismoanted  riflemen  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  the  regiment  to  consist  of  12  companies,  each  of  the 
strength,  on  a  war  footing,  authorized  for  the  infantry  arm  of  the  Begular 
Army. 

There  was  much  opposition  to  this  resolution  and  it  conld  not 
pass. 

General  Miles  was  anxious  to  have  the  regiment  mustered  in. 
It  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  active  service  in  Cuba  or  Porto  Eico 
by  reason  of  the  training  and  experience  of  its  men  and  officers,  and 
because  about  300  of  its  members  were  Cuban- Americans  who  had 
seen  service  in  Cuba. 

The  muster  rolls  and  all  papers  and  documents  about,  con- 
nected with,  and  concerning  the  regiment  were  filed,  and  are  now 
on  file,  in  the  War  Department.  I  doubt  not  many  others  in  the 
country  met  with  the  same  experience  we  did.  No  one,  I  think, 
who  is  familiar  with  the  facts  will  deny  the  favoritism  manifested 
in  the  States  and  at  the  War  Department  inregard  to  enlistments, 
regiments,  and  commissions.  I  cite  these  facts  not  to  complain, 
but  to  demonstrate  the  martial  spirit  of  our  people — how  anxious 
when  danger  threatens  they  are  to  volunteer  and  sacrifice  their  all 
on  the  altar  of  their  devotion  to  country. 

The  whole  history  of  the  Spanish- American  war  is  an  eulogy  and 
a  psean  to  the  volunteers,  and  refutes  every  argument  made  Dy  the 
advocates  of  a  great  permanent  standing  army. 

I  favor  a  great  navy,  and  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  accomplish 
that  object  and  maintain  it  by  liberal  appropriations.  But  I  am 
now  and  always  will  be  opposed  to  quartering  a  large  army  of 
regular  soldiers  among  our  people  in  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the 
President  should  order  the  discharge  of  every  man  who  left  his 
business,  his  home,  and  his  family  to  enlist  for  the  war  against 
Spain,  That  war  is  over  and  those  men  should  be  released  at 
once.  It  is  a  great  injustice  to  compel  them  now  to  linger  in  the 
camps  or  do  police  duty  in  our  island  possessions.  I  trust  that 
every  volunteer  will  soon  be  discharged  and  sent  home  to  hia 
family  and  his  business.    This  is  as  it  should  be. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  only  need  a  few  men  in  Porto  Rico.  We  will 
have  no  trouble  there.  In  a  short  time,  I  hope,  all  difficulty  and  all 
trouble  will  be  over  in  the  Philippines.  In  regard  to  Cuba  the 
faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  quickly  restore  law  and  order  in 
that  beautiful  island  and  let  the  people  there  establish  a  republic 
of  their  own.  We  must  keep  our  promise.  The  Cuban  people 
must  be  permitted  to  govern  themselves.  We  should  withdraw 
all  our  troops  from  that  island  before  the  unhealthy  season  begins. 
The  Cuban  republic,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  American  arms, 
must  and  will  take  its  place  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 
[Applause.] 

Here  the  hammer  fell. 


ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

February  S7, 1899. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  the  following  amendment 
to  come  in  immediately  after  the  last  paragraph  on  page  33,  and 
I  ask  the  Clerk  to  report  the  same. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Clerk  will  report  the  amendment. 
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The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Add  after  the  last  para^aph  on  paf?e  23  the  following; 
"  That  the  number  of  major-generals  in  the  United  States  Army  is  hereby 
Increased  to  four." 

That  the  President  ia  hereby  authorized  to  fill  the  original  vacancy  cre- 
ated by  this  act  in  the  grade  ot  major-general  by  the  appointment  of  a  vol- 
unteer officer  who  held  the  rank  of  major-general  of  volunteers  and  partici- 
gated  in  the  action  against  the  enemy  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  but  who  did  not 
old  a  commission  in  the  Regular  Army  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  retirement  of  said  major-general  so  appointed 
by  the  President  under  and  by  authority  of  this  act  the  number  of  major- 
generals  In  the  Army  shall  not  exceed  the  number  now  or  hereafter  provided 
by  law. 

Mr.  Ha.y  rose. 

Mr.  HULL.    I  raise  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Mr.  SITLZEB.  Before  the  point  of  order  is  raised,  I  desire  to 
say  a  word.  I  shall  be  very  brief,  and  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Hull]  will  listen  to  what  I  say. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  One  moment.  Complaint  has  been  made  to 
the  Chair  frequently  this  morning  that  there  has  been  so  much 
confusion  that  gentlemen  interested  in  this  bill  can  not  proceed 
with  it.  The  Chair  trusts  that  all  gentlemen  desiring  to  engage 
in  conversation  will  retire  to  the  cloakroom. 

Mr.  SULZER.  This  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  simply  in- 
creases the  number  of  major-generals  by  one,  and  the  place  so  cre- 
ated is  intended  for  that  grand  old  soldier,  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler. 
It  is  only  intended  as  a  fitting  recognition  of  his  gallant  services. 
When  he  dies  the  office  will  cease  to  exist.    It  will  die  with  him. 

Mr.  HULL.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  made  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  the  floor.  I  hope  the 
gentleman  will  not  interrupt  me.  I  hope  he  will  not  be  so  ungal- 
&,nt  and  so  unpatriotic  as  to  insist  on  the  technical  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HULL.    But  a  point  of  order  takes  anybody  off  the  floor. 

Mr.  SULZER.    That  depends  on  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  HAY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  state  that  I  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  reserving  a  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Hay]  that  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  bill  made 
the  point  of  order.  This  is  a  question  which  the  Chair  does  not 
care  to  hear  debate  upon. 

Mr.  SULZER.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  be  heard  for  a 
few  minutes.  I  hope  the  Chair  will  hear  both  sides  before  decid- 
ing the  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  does  not  desire  to  hear  any  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  debate  the 
point  of  order.  I  have  a  right  to  do  that.  It  is  only  fair  that 
yon  permit  me  to  do  so.  Perhaps  the  Chair  might  not  decide 
against  me  after  the  Chair  hears  what  I  have  to  say. 

I  believe  nine-tenths  of  the  American  people  know  that  General 
Wheeler  was  the  real  hero  at  Santiago.  I  believe  they  wish  to 
Bee  his  ambition  gratified  in  being  made  a  major-general  in  the 
Regular  Army.  General  Wheeler  would  rather  hold  that  office 
than  his  seat  in  Congress.     Let  us  gratify  his  ardent  wish. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that  this  amendment  is  clearly  out  of  order,  and 
the  Chair  has  so  ruled.    The  Clerk  will  read. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Does  the  Chair  deny  me  the  right  to  be  heard 
on  the  point  of  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  does.     [Laughter.] 
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Mr.  ST7LZBR.    That  is  characteristic  of  the  Chair.    I  simply 

desired  to  make  a  comparison  between 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  SULZER.    I  will  just  so  soon  as  I  can  get  in  order. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

ORDNANCE   DEPABTMENT. 

Ordnance  service.  For  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service  reqnired 
to  defray  the  current  expenses  at  the  arsenals;  of  receiving  stores  and  issu- 
ing arms  and  other  ordnance  supplies;  of  police  and  office  duties;  of  rents, 
tolls,  fuel,  and  lights;  of  stationery  and  ofiEice  furniture;  of  tools  and  instru- 
ments for  use;  incidental  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service  and  those  attend- 


ing practical  trials  and  tests  of  ordnance,  small  arms,  and  other  ordnance 
supplies,  including  pai 
of  Ordnance,  $235,000. 


supplies,  including  payment  for  mechanical  lal;>or  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 


Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  offered  that  amendment 

The  CHAIRMAN.    For  what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  rise? 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  word.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  offered  that  amendment  in  all  sincerity  and  in  all  serious- 
ness. It  is  similar  to  the  one  which  was  offered  the  other  day  to 
the  naval  appropriation  bill  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Moody]  in  regard  to  Admiral  Dewey.  I  am  glad  that  no 
Democrat  then  objected  to  making  the  gallant  Dewey  au  admiral. 
■  I  thought  no  Republican  would  object  to  making  Wheeler  a 
major-general. 

Mr.  HULL.  I  have  given  notice  already  that  I  would  raise  a 
point  of  order  on  all  debate  not  affecting  this  bill.  I  know  what 
my  friend  wants  to  say,  and  I  am  reluctant  to  interrupt  him;  but 
he  must  know  that  he  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  1  have  the  floor,  and  I  trust  the  gentleman  will 
not  abridge  my  right  to  say  a  few  words  for  the  hero  of  Santiago — 
Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler.  He  will  get  along  a  great  deal  faster  with 
his  bill  if  he  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  speak  a  moment.  I  am  a 
member  of  the  committee,  and  I  know  when  I  am  out  of  order  just 
as  well  as  he  does. 

Mr.  HULL.  I  must  insist  on  my  point  of  order  against  my 
friend,  as  I  will  against  every  other  man  who  undertakes  to  indulge 
in  debate  which  is  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  of  course 
understands  well 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  think  I  am  in  order.  I  will  try  to  confine 
myself  to  the  provision  of  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  think  I 
have  a  right  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  my  amendment.  If 
you  will  leave  me  alone  for  a  few  moments,  you  will  get  along 
faster. 

♦  »•»»•• 

Mr.  GAINES.    What  is  the  point  of  order? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    The  point  of  order  is  that  the  gentleman 
was  not  confining  himself  to  the  amendment  which  he  offered, 
which  was  to  strike  out  the  last  word. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  very  glad,  as  I  was  saying 
a  few  moments  ago,  that  no  Democrat  on  our  side  of  the  House 
raised  the  point  of  order  against  the  amendment  making  Admiral 
Dewey  a  f nll-fledged  American  admiral.  He  deserved  it,  and  I 
think  he  ought  to  get  it.  So  I  think  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler  should 
be  made  a  major-general  in  the  Regular  Army.    He  deserves  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.,    Tlie  gentleman  from  New  York 

Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  now 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  will  please 
obey  the  rules  of  the  committee. 
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Mr.  SULZER.  I  am  endeavoring  to  do  that.  I  -will  get  along 
aU  right  if  you  will  not  interrupt  me. 

A  Member.    You  are  pretty  unsuccessful. 

Mr.  SULZER.  But  how  can  I  obey  the  rales  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  gets  up  every  moment  and  tries  to  take  me  off  my 
feet  and  the  Chair  is  doing  all  he  possibly  can  to  help  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa?     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  is  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  regret  that  anyone  here  should  object  to  making 
General  Wheeler  a  major-general.  No  soldier  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war  did  more  or  deserves  more  than  he.  My  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  unanimously. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to  state  to  the  gentle- 
man  

Mr.  SULZER.  I  am  very  glad,  however,  that  the  objection 
does  not  come  from  a  Democrat,  but  from^  the  gentleman  from 
Iowa.  We  will  have  some  more  to  say  on  this  subject  at  some 
future  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  that,  having  repeatedly  called  the  gentleman's 
attention  to  the  rules,  the  Chair  must  ask  the  aid  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  if  the  gentleman  does  not  obey  them. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  transgress  the  rales 
any  more  than  the  gentleman  in  the  chair.  Now,  in  regard  to 
this  section  I  desire  to  say 

Mr.  HENDERSON.    Regular  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  am  discussing  this  section.  This  is  no  time 
for  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Henderson]  to  put  in  his  oar 
by  calling  "  Regular  order!"  This  section  is  subject  to  the  same 
point  of  order  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  made  against  my 
amendment.  I  want  to  say  that  this  bill  from  beginning  to  end 
is  full  of  inconsistencies.  I  can  point  out  in  almost  every  section 
of  the  bill  provisions  that  are  subject  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
bill  is  full  of  new  legislation.  In  fact,  we  are  legislating  in  the 
air.  What  is  the  use  of  making  appropriations  for  the  Army  be- 
fore we  know  what  kind  of  an  army  we  are  going  to  have? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will  confine  himself  to  the 
amendment  that  is  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  am  confining  myself  to  it.  I  know  you  do  not 
care  to  hear  one  talk  like  that,  but  I  am  telling  the  truth  about  it. 
I  now  make  the  point  of  order  that  the  section  under  considera- 
tion contains  new  legislation,  and,  under  Rule  XXI,  should  be 
Btricken  out. 

This  bill  from  beginning  to  end  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  rules 
of  this  House;  and  no  one  knows  it  better  than  t^e  chairman.  He 
is  getting  it  through;  and  we  are  not  objecting.  But  when  one 
of  us  endeavors  to  amend  the  bill  by  putting  in  a  provision  that 
will  do  justice  to  one  of  the  greatest  heroes  of  the  Republic — 
Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler — the  chairnuin  of  the  committee,  forsooth, 
objects.  How  petty  it  all  seems.  But  let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  the  Senate  will  do  justice  to  his  bill  and  to  Gen- 
eral Wheeler,  just  as  it  is  now  doing  heroic  justice  to  the  gentle- 
man's Army  bill.     When  it  comes  back,  he  will  not  know  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Th«  gentleman  will  confine  himself  to  his 
point  of  Older, 
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Mr.  STJLZER.  Now,  I  object  to  this  provision  becatise  it  is  new 
legislation,  and  I  maize  that  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HULL.  Now  let  the  Chair  rule  on  the  point  of  order  raised 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.    I  call  for  a  ruling. 

The  OH  AXEMAN.  The  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  is  overruled. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and  supplies:  For  mannfactnre  of  metallic  am- 
munition for  small  arms  and  ammunition  for  reloading  cartridges,  including 
the  coat  of  targets  and  material  tor  target  practice,  ammunition  for  burials 
at  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiersaud  its  several  branches. 
Including  National  Soldiers'  Home  in  Woahington,  D.  C,  and  marksmen's 
medals  and  insignia  for  all  arms  of  the  service,  including  machinery,  tools, 
and  fixtures  for  their  manufacture  at  the  arsenals,  $500,000. 

Mr.  STEELE.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  offer  the  amendment 
I  send  to  the  desk. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Insert,  after  line  U,  page  24,  the  words: 

"Provided,  That  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  is  authorized  to  Issue  such  obsolete 
or  condenaned  ordnance  as  may  be  needed  for  ornamental  purposes  for  the 
Homes  for  Disabled  Volunteers,  the  Homes  to  pay  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion and  other  expenses  necessary." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Mr.  Chairman,  reserving  the  point  of 
order,  I  would  like  to  ask  if  there  is  not  already  a  provision  of  law 
which  authorizes  this  to  be  done? 

Mr.  STEELE.  There  is  a  provision  of  law  that  has  reference 
alone  to  the  guns  which  have  been  condemned.  But  there  are 
some  old  gun  carriages  that  have  been  condemned  and  are  obso- 
lete that  are  being  broken  up  and  thrown  into  the  scrap  heap  at 
the  armories.  It  is  claimed  at  the  -  Ordnance  Department  that 
they  may  not  issue  the  carriages  under  the  law,  but  they  may 
issue  guns. 

I  ask  a  vote  on  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  overhauling,  cleaning,  and  preserving  new  ordnance  on  hand  at  the 
arsenals  and  depots,  $50,000. 

Mr.  SULZEB.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word  for  the  purpose  of  asking  an  explanation  from  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  with  reference  to  this  particular  paragraph. 

Mr.  HULL.    What  is  the  point  the  gentleman  makes? 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  would  like  to  know  as  to  the  amount  appro- 
priated here.  It  seems  to  be  extravagant.  I  make  a  point  of 
order  against  it. 

Mr.  HULL.  This  simply  provides  a  fund  for  the  overhauling, 
cleaning,  and  the  care  of  guns. 

Mr.  SULZER.  How  much  was  appropriated  last  year  for  this 
purpose? 

Mr.  HULL.  Not  so  much  as  this.  But  the  gentleman  must  re- 
member that  we  have  a  great  addition  to  our  guns  now. 

Mr.  SULZER.  If  my  memory  serves  me  right,  it  was  not  nearly 
so  much  last  year.  Can  the  gentleman  state  about  what  the  ap- 
propriation was  in  the  last  appropriation  bill? 

Mr.  HULL.  I  can  not  state  exactly.  My  recollection  is  abont 
$10,000,  though  I  would  have  to  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  SULZER.  And  this  appropriates  $50,000?  Quite  a  little 
diflEerence,  and  a  decided  bit  of  new  legislation. 

Mr.  BULL.  Yes.  If  the  gentleman  thinks  it  is  too  much,  of 
course  he  can  offer  an  amendment  to  reduce  it. 
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Mr.  SULZER.  I  do  think  it  is  too  much,  and  the  gentleman 
seems  to  be  wholly  unable  to  justify  it. 

I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "fifty  thousand,"  and  insert 
"twenty-five  thousand  "  instead.  I  think  that  is  enough  for  this 
purpose  at  this  time,  especially  when  we  do  not  seem  to  have 
money  for  other  purposes  a  great  deal  more  important  and  neces- 
sarv. 

Mr.  HULL.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  adopted.  We  need  the  full 
amount. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  report  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

strike  out  in  lino  25,  on  page  24,  the  word  "fifty"  and  insert  "twenty- 
flve;"  BO  that  it  will  read  "twenty -five  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  HULL.  I  would  only  say,  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  Department  of  Ordnance 
thinks  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  this  appropriation,  and  that 
the  full  amount  is  needed.  That  is  the  information  we  received 
in  response  to  inquiries  addressed  to  the  Department. 

Mr.  SULZER.  If  the  appropriations  were  left  to  the  several 
Departments  of  the  Government  on  their  estimates,  there  would 
not  be  a  dollar  left  in  the  Treasury.  They  would  take  every  dol- 
lar they  could  get  if  we  followed  their  estimates. 

To-day  they  want  $50,000  to  clean  old  guns  vrith  brass  mount- 
ings. Last  year  they  only  asked  for  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Next  year  they  will  ask  for  $200,000.  In  my  judgment  $35,000  is 
ample.  It  is  all  that  is  needed  this  year,  and  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 


ARMY  REORGANIZATION  BILL. 

March  1,  1899. 

Mr.  MARSH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  yield  to  my  colleague  on 
the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  confronted  with  this  grave 
and  serious  situation:  We  must  either  pass  this  bill,  in  my  judg- 
ment, just  as  it  is,  or  there  will  be  no  Army  legislation  at  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  That  is  the  alternative.  If  we  do  not  pass  this 
bill  it  will  necessitate  an  extraordinary  session  of  Congress. 

I  want  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  obviate  an  extraordinary  session 
of  Congress.  Every  Democrat  here  should  do  all  he  can  to  avoid 
an  extraordinary  session  of  Congress.  Although  this  bill  is  not 
perfect  and  does  not  meet  with  all  of  the  requirements  I  would  de- 
sire as  a  member  of  the  committee,  still,  as  the  best  thing  we  can 
get — as  a  fair  compromise — I  am  in  favor  of  it,  and  shall  do  all  I 
can  to  pass  it. 

Fifty-five  members  of  the  Senate  voted  for  it  and  only  thirteen 
voted  against  it.  Any  delay,  any  amendment  now  will  kill  the  bill, 
and  the  President  will  be  obliged  to  call  an  extra  session.  The  so- 
called  Hull  bill  was  opposed  by  the  Democrats,  and  the  latter,  under 
the  leadership  of  Senator  Gorman,  suggested  this  proposition,  the 
Republicans  of  the  Senate  assented  to  it,  and  we  will  be  derelict  in 
our  fidelity  to  the  Democrats  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture if  we  now  impede  or  defeat  this  bill. 

I  trust  that  every  Democrat  who  sympathises  with  the  men  in 
arms  at  Manila,  with  our  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  Philippines, 
will  uphold  at  this  critical  moment  the  hands  of  the  President  and 

3806—2 


18 

give  him  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the  terms  of  this  bill.  I 
am  a  partisan,  but  in  times  like  these  I  always  subordinate'  my 
partisanship  to  my  patriotism.  We  should  all  be  patriots  to-day. 
We  must  not  forget,  we  must  not  forsake  our  brave  and  heroic 
soldiers  and  sailors  who  are  upholding  and  defending  our  flag  in 
the  Orient.    We  must  all  stand  by  them. 

Mr.  HENBY  of  Texas.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.-  SULZER.  The  gentleman  had  more  time  than  I  have,  m 
which  he  talked  about  the  people  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  I 
have  only  a  few  minutes.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  interrupted,  al- 
thougbt  I  would  like  to  accommodate  my  friend. 

Mr.  STEELE.    I  will  give  you  the  time  to  answer  a  question. 

Mr.  HENBY  of  Texas.    Will  the  gentleman  yield  now? 

Mr.  STEELE.    I  will  give  you  a  minute  in  which  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  SDLZEB.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  Yes;  I 
will  now  yield  to  my  friend  from  Texas. 

Mr.  HENBY  of  Texas.  I  want  to  know,  if  the  proviso  com- 
mencing in  line  4,  on  page  13,  is  repealed,  if  it  would  not  leave  a 
standing  army  of  over  a  hundred  thousand  men? 

Mr.  SULZEB.  No,  sir;  it  would  not,  and  1  will  tell  you  why. 
That  proviso  can  not  be  repealed.  It  would  be  just  as  hard  to  re- 
peal that  proviso  as  it  would  be  to  pass  a  bill  for  a  standing  army 
of  100,000  men.    It  will  never  be  done— take  my  word  for  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  of  Texas.    Will  you  please  tell  me  why? 

Mr,  SULZEB,  In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  repealed,  aiid  it  will 
not  be  rei)ealed.    In  the  next  place  if  it  were  repealed 

Mr.  HENRY  of  Texas.    That  is  not  an  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  SULZEB.  Oh,  well,  the  gentleman's  question  supposes 
something  which  does  not  exist.  It  is  based  on  a  supposition 
which  will  never  arise.  We  are  going  to  pass  this  bill.  It  will 
give  the  President  all  the  power — all  the  men — he  asks  for  now  to 
suppress  the  insurrection.  It  will  cease  to  be  operative  after  July 
1, 1901. 

Mr.  GBOSVENOB.  Will  the  gentleman  from  New  York  al- 
low me? 

Mr.  SULZEB.  Yes.  I  am  always  glad  to  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio. 

Mr.  GBOSVENOB.  The  enlistments  under  this  bill  would  not 
be  afitected  by  the  repeal  of  the  proviso. 

Mr.  SULZEB.  That  is  quite  true.  In  the  first  place,  we  are 
not  going  to  repeal  that  proviso.  In  my  opinion,  no  attempt  will 
ever  be  made  to  do  that.  We  should  pass  this  bill,  if  we  pass  it 
at  all,  in  its  entirety.  Any  change  In  it  now  means  its  defeat  and 
an  extra  session,  when  a  permanent  Begular  Army  bill  will  be 
passed.  We  can  not  evade  the  responsibility  or  avoid  the  posi- 
tive alternative.  By  the  passage  of  this  bill  now  it  seems  to  me 
we  gain  all  we  have  contended  for. 

This  bill  is  only  a  temporary  measure.  It  will  cease  to  be  oper- 
ative in  1901 .  The  increase  is  only  temporary.  There  is  nothing 
permanent  about  it.    It  simply  meets  the  present  emergency. 

Mr.  HENRY  of  Texas.  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  caught 
the  point  of  my  question. 

Mr.  SULZEB  (continuing).  Oh,  yes;  I  think  I  have.  And  I 
hope  the  gentleman  has  grasped  the  importance  of  my  reply. 
The  responsibility  for  all  that  is  now  going  on  rests  on  the  Admin- 
istration. I  do  not  think  it  is  good  policy  to  embarrass  the  Ad- 
ministration merely  for  political  advantages.    This  bill  can  do  no 

3806 


19 

harm.    It  becomes  a  nullity  and  repeals  itself  on  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1901.     Until  then  it  gives  the  President  all  he  has  asked  for. 

I  was  opposed  to  and  voted  against  the  bill  of  the  gentleman 
from  Iowa  [Mr.  HullJ  because  I  am  opposed  to  increasing  the 
Begular  Army  to  the  extent  he  wanted  to  increase  it.  I  thought 
the  gentleman  in  the  committee  this  morning  favored  this  bill  and 
would  do  so  on  the  floor,  but  he  has  stood  up  here  this  afternoon 
and  used  every  argument  be  can  thinkof  against  the  bill.  I  hop'e 
the  members  of  the  House  will  realize  how  important  it  is  to  pass 
this  bill.  Its  failure  now  would  be  a  calamity — an  affront  to  every 
man  in  the  Philippines. 

The  bill  is  not  a  perfect  one.  It  is  a  compromise  bill.  It  is 
only  a  temporary  measure,  and  will  cease  to  be  a  law  on  July  1, 
1901.  But,  take  it  all  in  all,  it  does  great  credit  to  its  author,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  I  can  not  sea  how  a  Republican  or  a  Democrat 
can  consistently  vote  against  it.  It  gives  the  President  all  the 
men  he  wants  to  meet  the  present  emergency,  and  at  the  same 
time  it  does  not  increase  the  standing  Army  a  single  man.  After 
July  1, 1901,  by  virtue  of  this  bill,  the  Regular  Army  will  be  just 
the  same  as  it  was  before  war  was  declared  against  Spain.  By 
that  time,  let  us  hope,  the  country  will  be  at  peace  with  all  the 
world  and  the  insurrection  in  the  Philippines  a  thing  of  the  past. 
This  is  no  time  to  be  captious.  This  is  no  time  to  split  hairs  or 
play  small  politics.  We  should  do  our  duty.  We  should  do  what 
IB  right,  and  the  people  will  judge  us  accordingly. 

Mr.  Speaker,  just  a  few  words  more.  My  time  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Some  criticism  has  been  made  against  the  bill  because 
it  makes  the  chief  of  the  record  department  a  brigadier-general. 
The  chief  of  that  department  is  Col.  F.  0.  Ainsworth,  and  a  more 
efficient,  a  more  competent,  and  a  more  industrious  gentleman 
never  lived.  He  is  entitled  to  this  promotion.  He  has  made  the 
record  division  of  the  War  Department  a  model.  His  system  has 
never  been  excelled,  and  the  facility  with  which  he  can  furnish 
the  record  of  every  soldier  who  was  in  any  war  in  the  United 
States  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  century.  He  has  saved  the 
Government  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars.  When  he  took 
hold  of  that  division  it  was  in  confusion — no  one  could  find  a  rec- 
ord or  tell  anything  about  the  history  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union. 
Out  of  chaos  he  brought  order,  detail,  and  system,  the  best  in  the 
world. 

The  great  work  he  has  done  is  a  monument  to  human  effort, 
human  endurance,  and  human  ingenuity.  Every  member  of  this 
House  is  indebted  to  Colonel  Ainsworth.  No  one  who  knows  the 
facts  and  who  has  the  slightest  sense  of  gratitude  will  oppose  his 
deserved  advancement.  He  has  earned,  he  merits,  and  a  just  rec- 
ognition of  his  worth  and  services  warrants  this  promotion.  In 
my  opinion  it  is  one  of  the  best  provisions  in  the  bill.  I  am  al- 
ways glad  to  speak  a  good  word  for  an  efficient,  an  honest,  a 
competent,  and  a  faithful  public  servant     [Applause.] 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


TRAINED  WOMEN  NURSES  IN  THE  ARMY. 

February  6,  1899. 

Mr.  GRIFFIN.  Mr.  Speaker.  I  yield  the  balance  of  my  time 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  brief  time  at  my  disposal 
it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  explain  to  the  House  or  to  attempt 
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to  discuss  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  I  concur,  however,  in  all 
that  has  been  so  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
QrifpinJ. 

This  bill  came  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  from  the 
loyal,  patriotic  women  of  America.  A  committee  of  those  women 
appeared  before  ns  and  most  eloquently  urged  its  favorable  report. 
I  was  impressed  with  all  they  said,  and,  on  deliberation,  convinced 
that  this  bill  should  speedily  become  a  law. 

The  committee  have  unanimously  reported  the  bill,  and  there 
should  not  be,  and  I  trust  there  will  not  be,  any  objection  to  its 
passage  to-day.  It  is  one  of  the  best,  one  of  the  most  humane, 
and  one  of  the  most  essential  bills  in  connection  vrith  the  Army 
that  we  have  had  before  us  in  this  Congress. 

Every  member  of  this  House  knows,  if  he  knows  anything,  that 
at  the  beginning  of  the  recent  war  with  Spain  the  Surgeon-General 
of  the  Army  was  absolutely  opposed  to  having  trained  women 
nurses  in  the  field  and  in  the  camps,  and  he  only  finally  reluctantly 
consented  to  it  when  public  opinion  forced  him  to  do  so.  History 
has  shown  that  the  Surgeon-General's  opposition  was  wrong  then, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  events  will  demonstrate  that  the  Surgeon- 
General's  opposition  to  this  bill  is  wrong  now. 

You  all  know  what  those  brave  and  heroic  volunteer  women 
nurses  did  for  our  sick  and  wounded  soldier  boys  in  the  camps 
and  at  the  front.  No  one  can  speak  too  highly  or  too  eloquently  of 
their  patience,  their  fortitude,  their  devotion,  and  their  noble  self- 
sacrifice  in  the  performance  of  duty  to  the  sick  and  dying  soldiers 
of  the  Union.  Every  woman  who  went  to  the  front  to  do  duty  as 
a  nurse  is  entitled  to  the  g^ratitude  of  the  American  people.  Every 
woman  who  went  to  the  camps  and  to  Cuba  to  nurse  the  sick,  the 
wounded,  and  the  dying  soldiers  of  her  country  is  a  patriot  en- 
titled to  the  thanks  of  Congress,  and  she  should  receive  from  the 
hands  of  the  President  a  medal  of  honor  to  commemorate  her 
patriotism. 

I  have  introduced  a  bUl  to  do  that,  and  ere  I  leave  Congress  I 
hope  to  place  it  on  the  statute  books  of  the  Republic. 

Yon  all  know  how  our  soldiers  sickened  and  died  in  the  camps 
and  at  the  front.  In  my  judgment,  it  would  have  been  much 
worse  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  trained  women  nurses.  It  is  im- 
possible to  estimate  the  beneficent  services  they  rendered.  Many 
a  poor  soldier  would  not  be  alive  to^ay  if  it  were  not  for  them. 
Many  a  dying  comrade  had  his  last  hours  made  comfortable  by 
their  tender  care  and  angelic  ministrations. 

All  honor  and  all  glory,  I  say,  to  the  brave  women  nurses  who 
went  to  the  front  and  in  the  fever-stiacken  and  x>estilential  camps. 
They  were  all  heroines— every  one.  Their  reward  is  the  conscious- 
ness of  duty  weU  done,  and  their  monument  is  in  the  patriotic 
hearts  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Republic.  We  owe  them  a  debt  of 
gratitude  we  never  can  repay. 

And  in  that  spirit,  sir,  I  contend  that  this  bill  should  pass,  and 
I  hope  it  will  pass  unanimously.  It  will  be  a  shame  and  a  disgrace 
if  any  member  interposes  an  objection.  The  bill  is  a  good  one  in 
all  respects.  There  can  be  no  honest,  no  just  criticism  of  it.  The 
flimsy  opposition  sought  to  be  raised  here  by  a  few  gentlemen  isa 
me  re  quibble  and  unworthy  their  gallantry  or  their  patriotism. 

We  want  trained  women  nurses  in  the  Army.  They  are  needed 
there  just  as  much  as  trained  nurses  are  needed  in  our  hospitals, 
We  want  them  in  the  Army  in  time  of  peace,  and  vre  want  them 
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in  time  of  war.  "We  want  them  in  time  of  peace  to  nurse  the  sick 
in  the  army  hospitals.  We  want  them  in  nme  of  war  to  care  for 
the  ill  in  the  camps  and  to  minister  to  the  wonnded  and  the 
stricken  carried  from  the  field  of  battle.  Their  work  is  a  work  of 
their  own — it  can  not  be  done  by  others. 

•  •»*»*» 

My  friends,  a  word  more,  and  I  am  done.  I  notice  my  time  ia 
exhausted,  and  I  will  not  detain  the  House. 

To-day  the  patriotic  women  of  America  plead  for  this  bill;  to- 
day the  brave  soldiers  of  the  Union  ask  for  it  and  demand  it;  and 
in  their  name,  in  the  name  of  justice  to  humanity  and  our  own 
civilization,  and,  above  all  and  beyond  all,  in  the  name  of  the 
loyal,  the  self-sacrificing,  and  the  heroic  women  nurses  who  re- 
cently went  to  the  front,  I  pray  you,  I  appeal  to  you,  to  pass  this 
bill  ere  this  House  adjourn  to-day.     [Loud  applause.] 

[Here  the  hammer  felL] 


MONUMENT  FOB  THE  FOBT  GREENE  HEROES  OF  THE  REVOLUTION- 
ARY WAB  WHO   DIED   IN  BRITISH  PRISON  SHIPS. 

February  IS,  1899. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  two 
words.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  this  bill  at  this  time— 
I  will  prepare  it  in  a  moment — that  $50,000  be  appropriated  by  the 
Government,  provided  a  like  amount  is  subscribed  and  paid  by 
the  citizens  of  Greater  New  York 

Mr.  MOODT.    I  reserve  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  STJLZEB  (continuing).  To  build  a  suitable  monument  to 
the  heroic  and  patriotic  soldiers  of  the  American  Revolution  who 
died  in  British  prison  ships  inWallabout  Bay,  New  York  Harbor, 
during  the  Revolution.  I  desire,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man nova.  Massachusetts  in  charge  of  the  bUl  whether  he  will  ob- 
ject to  this  amendment? 

Mr.  MOODY.  I  do  not  object  to  it  now,  but  I  reserve  the  point 
of  order  against  it.  It  is  a  matter  entirely  outside  of  the  function 
of  this  committee  at  this  time. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not  be  so  unpatriotic 
as  to  interpose  an  objection.  I  send  the  amendment  to  the  Clerk's 
desk,  however,  and  ask  to  have  it  reported  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN^    The  Clerk  will  report  the  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Amend  by  adding  at  the  end  of  line  18,  page  i%  "  that  $50,000  Is  hereby 
approjpriated,  provided  a  like  amount  is  raised  by  the  citizens  of  Greater 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  erectine  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  the 
heroes  and  martyrs  who  died  in  British  prison  ships  in  Wallabout  Bay,  New 
York  Harbor,  during  the  Revolution." 

Mr.  MOODY.    And  against  that  I  reserve  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SDLZER.    Mr.  Chairman,  just  a  few  simple  words. 

With  all  that  has  been  so  well,  so  truly,  and  so  eloquently  said 
by  my  distinguished  colleagues  from  New  York  [Mr.  Drigqs  and 
lit.  Howe]  I  entirely  concur.  It  is  well  known  to  every  student 
of  American  history  that  about  20,000  American  soldiers  died,  or 
were  ruthlessly  killed,  in  British  prison  ships  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  That  crime  was  the  greatest  tragedy  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

I  do  not  think  there  can  be  a  man  on  the  floor  of  this  House  to- 
day who  is  so  unpatriotic  as  to  object  to  this  appropriation.  The 
Republic  must  not  forget  these  men  vho  died  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
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erty  and  for  her  Independence.  The  spirit  of  1776  shonid  be  kept 
alive  that  freedom  may  survive.  All  that  we  ask  is  that  the  Gov- 
ernment appropriate  $50,000  provided  the  citizens  of  Greater  New 
York  subscribe  a  like  amonnt  to  bnild  a  suitable  monument  to 
these  heroes  who  sacrificed  their  lives  that  the  Republic  might  be 
born,  to  erect  to  their  memoiy  a  monument  fitting  and  proper  to 
commemorate  their  heroism,  their  tragical  death,  and  the  deep 
damnation  of  their  taking  off.  No  tongue  can  ever  tell,  no  pen 
can  ever  picture  their  misery,  their  suffering,  and  their  sad  deaths. 

Mr.  Chairman,  many,  many  years  ago  in  the  city  of  New  York 
the  Society  of  Tammany,  or  the  Columbian  Order,  appropriated  a 
large  amount  of  money  and  appointed  a  committee  of  distinguished 
citizens  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  together  the  bones  of  these 
Kevolntionary  heroes,  wtich  were  then  whitening  the  beach  along 
Wallabout  Bay,  and  give  them  decent  burial.  After  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  expense,  and  time  the  bones  of  these  Revolutionary 
soldiers  were  gathered  together  by  the  committee,  and  they  were 
buried  amid  pomp  and  circumstance,  and  with  military  honors, 
in  the  beautiful  mausoleum  in  old  Trinity  churchyard.  That 
gfrateful  and  patriotic  act  is  one  of  the  grandest,  one  of  the  kind- 
est, and  one  of  the  noblest  acts  in  all  the  great  achievements  of  the 
Tammany  Society. 

I  am  glad  that  this  matter  has  been  brought  up  in  the  House 
to-day.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  personal  gratification  to  me  to  tell 
of  this  incident  in  the  history  of  Tammany — a  society  of  which  I 
am  proud  to  be  a  member,  and  which  has  always  been  true  to  the 
Republic. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  should  have  erected  a 
suitable  monument  to  these  heroes  long  ago. 

To-day  we  are  celebrating  the  martyrdom  and  the  heroism  of 
the  sailors  who  went  down  in  the  Maine.  It  is  eminently  fitting 
and  proper  that  we  should  do  so.  To-day  the  patriotic  people  of 
the  Republic  are  contributing  money  to  build  a  monument  to 
those  heroes. 

Why  not,  sir,  on  this  memorable  occasion,  inspired  by  the 
patriotism  and  th'e  heroism  of  the  soldiers  and  the  sailors  of  the 
Republic,  pass  this  little  appropriation  and  build  to  the  memory 
of  the  heroes  who  died  in  British  prison  ships  during  the  war  for 
independence  a  monument  that  will  forever  perpetuate  their 
suffering,  their  heroism,  their  martyrdom,  for  the  cause  of  free- 
dom, and  forever  demonstrate  that  republics  are  not  ungrateful. 
Gratitude  is  the  fairest  flower  that  sheds  its  perfume  in  the  human 
heart.  Let  us  be  grateful.  Let  us  remember  the  Maine.  Let  us 
remember  the  patriots  who  made  the  Union  possible,  who  saved 
the  Union,  who  vindicated  the  Union.  Let  us  remember  our 
soldiers  and  our  sailors  dead,  and  our  soldiers  and  our  sailors 
living.    All  honor  to  them.    All  glory  to  them. 

Yes,  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak  in 
favor  of  this  amendment.  Coming  from  the  great  metropolis  of 
the  Republic,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  grand  old  political  organi- 
zation of  Tammany  Hall,  ever  true  to  its  tenets  and  its  principles, 
years  and  years  ago,  out  of  its  own  exchequer,  inspired  by  its  own 
love  for  freedom,  for  the  Republic,  for  the  Revolutionary  heroes, 
for  the  martyrs  to  liberty,  gathered  together  these  sacred  and. 
patriotic  bones  and  buried  them  under  the  great  znaosoleum  in 
Trinity  churchyard,  where  they  now  rest. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  there  is  no  member  on  the  floor  of  this 
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Honse  who  will  object  to  this  amendment.  If  there  is  a  spark  of 
patriotic  gratitude  in  the  members  of  this  Honse,  it  will  pass 
imanimously.     [Lond  applanse.J 

Mr.  MOODY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  understand  that  there  is  a  bill 
pending  before  the  appropriate  committee  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  monument  to  which  the  gentlemen  have  alluded  in 
their  speeches,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations will  gladly  make  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose  when 
It  is  authorized  by  law;  but  at  the  present  time  it  is  not  authorized, 
and  I  am  constrained  to  make  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  want  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts that  such  a  bill  has  been  introduced  in  Congress  every  year 
for  the  last  seventy-five  years,  and  it  seems  to  have  about  as  much 
chance  of  passing  this  House  as  a  camel  has  to  get  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle. 


NIOAHAGUA   CANAL. 

February  15,  1899. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word.  The  action  of  a  majority  of  this  House  in  defeating  the 
Kicaragua  Canal  is  to  be  regretted.  There  are  only  seventeen 
days  more  remaining  in  the  life  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress.  We 
adjourn  sine  die  at  12  o'clock  on  the  4th  ot  next  March.  Judging 
by  the  action  of  the  House  this  afternoon  it  seems  almost  certain 
that  there  will  be  no  legislation  in  this  Congress  to  begin  tlie 
building  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal. 

I  am  in  favor  of  building  the  Nicaragua  Canal  and  of  the  abso- 
lute control  of  it  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I  trust 
and  hope  this  Congress  will  not  adjourn  until  some  affirmative 
legislation  is  placed  on  the  statute  books  in  favor  of  that  propo- 
sition. 

We  have  spent  practically  all  day  yesterday  and  all  day  to-day 
discussing  a  flimsy  point  of  order— a  mere  quibble,  so  to  speak — 
as  to  whether  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
[Mr.  Hepbukn]  to  build  the  Nicaragua  Canal  was  germane  to 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  and  known  as  the  sundry  civil 
bill,  or  whether  it  was  not  germane  under  the  rules  of  the  House. 
The  rules  of  the  House  seem  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
majority  here  the  right  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  just  what  it  wants. 
One  day  they  are  construed  one  way,  and  another  day  the  oppo- 
site way — doubtless  on  the  theory  that  it  is  a  poor  rule  that  will 
not  work  both  ways — especially  for  a  partisan  advantage. 

The  Republican  party  is  in  a  majority  in  this  House,  and  is 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  legislation.  You  can  not  escape 
the  imperative  duty  which  confronts  you,  nor  evade  the  burden  of 
responsibility.  We  know,  if  we  know  anything,  that  the  people 
of  this  country  are  in  favor  of  the  construction  and  the  ownership 
of  the  Nicaragua  Canal.  It  is  imperative,  in  my  opinion,  that  we 
do  something  in  regard  to  this  proposition  to  build  the  isthmian 
canal  before  this  Congress  adjourns.  If  we  do  not,  the  Republican 
members  of  the  House  must  take  the  responsibility,  and  if  I  mis- 
take not  they  will  hear  from  the  people  in  no  uncertain  tones  ere 
the  Fifty-sixth  Congress  begins.  The  people  are  in  no  mood  to  be 
deceived  or  trifled  with.  They  want  action,  rales  or  no  rules. 
They  want  this  work  commenced. 
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The  'building  and  the  ownership  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  by  "the 
Goverrrment  of  the  United  States  is  essential,  from  a  naval  and  a 
military  standpoint,  to  the  integrity  of  our  Atlantic  and  Pacififf 
seaboard.  Everyone  knows  this  who  is  familiar  with  recent  his- 
tory. Everyone  knows  also  that  nothing  could  help  our  commerce 
and  our  merchant  marine  so  much  as  a  canal  across  the  Isthmus 
controlled  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  No  one  will 
or  can  deny  the  benefits  and  the  advantages  that  will  accrue  to  ns 
by  the  construction  and  perfection  of  the  canaL  In  time  of  war 
the  canal  will  be  an  imperative  instrumentality  for  our  coast 
defense,  and  for  our  own  safety  and  protection.  In  time  of  peace 
the  canal  will  be  one  of  the  great  factors  in  the  trade  and  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  Its  benefits  to  us  will  be  simply  incalculable. 
No  one  can  overestimate  the  advantages  to  us  of  owning  and  con- 
trolling the  canal  across  Nicaragua. 

Let  me  say  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  this  House  that 
there  are  many  who  are  skeptical  regarding  their  sincerity  in  this 
canal  matter.  Some  of  you,  no  doubt,  favor  its  immediate  con- 
Btvuction,  and  some  of  you,  I  believe,  desire  to  delay  it  as  long  aa 
possible.  The  facts  will  all  come  out  ere  long.  If  you  are  throw- 
ing dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  it  will  soon  be  known. 

We  have  witnessed  a  spectacle  here  to-day  which  should  bring 
the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheek  of  every  sincere  patriot  in  the 
land.  We  have  wasted  two  whole  days  splitting  hairs  over  an 
alleged  point  of  order  raised  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  [Mr.  Cannon].  How  ludicrous  it  aU  seems  to 
a  man  who  wants  to  accomplish  the  thing. 

You  all  know  that  if  you  had  devoted  tj&at  time  to  a  fair  and  an 
honest  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  bill,  either 
the  one  framed  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  or  Senator  Morgan's 
canal  bill,  which  has  already  passed  the  Senate,  we  would  have 
been  able  in  that  time  to  have  thoroughly  discussed  the  measures, 
and  in  some  shape  one  of  them  would  have  passed  the  House  to- 
day by  an  overwhelming  vote.  Your  willful  delays  and  your 
studied  procrastination  lend  irresistible  belief  to  the  statement 
which  has  been  going  around  that  you  do  not  want  to  pass  any 
Nicaragua  Canal  biU  during  this  session  of  Congress.  Why,  I 
ask?  Is  it  on  account  of  the  condition  of  yoxir  Treasury?  Or  ia  it, 
forsooth,  on  account  of  the  railroads? 

In  my  judgment  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
have  been  in  favor,  and  are  in  favor  now,  of  passing  some  kind 
of  a  bill  to  begin  immediate  work  on  the  construction  of  the  canal, 
but  on  account  of  the  rules  of  this  House  and  their  technical  en- 
forcement in  this  matter  you  can  not  get  a  hearing  on  the  bills, 
and  we  can  not  get  a  day  in  the  House  for  their  consideration. 
For  one  I  do  not  believe  the  rules  are  sacred.  I  know  they  are 
not  infallible.  I  would  not  permit  them  to  restrain  me  from  doing 
right.  Their  primary  object  is  to  prevent  the  majority  from  rid- 
ing roughshod  over  the  rights  of  the  minority.  We  are  here, 
however,  for  a  purpose,  and  the  essential  thing  ia  to  accomplish 
something,  to  do  something.  We  should  begin  at  once  to  build 
the  canal. 

There  is  no  time  like  the  present.  Every  postponement  means 
additional  complication.  Every  day's  delay  is  fraught  with  posi- 
tive danger.  The  canal  should  have  bean  built  by  the  United 
States  long  ago.  No  other  people  would  have  delayed  and  dallied 
as  we  have.  Everybody  knows  this.  Everything  that  happened 
during  the  Spanish- American  war  demonstrates  it.    The  trip  of 
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the  Oregon  aronnd  Cape  Horn  was  an  object  lesson  for  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  country.  It  proved  conclusively  the  im- 
perative importance  to  us  of  a  canal  across  Central  America.  The 
recent  trip  of  the  Iowa  and  her  companion  ships  is  another  object 
lesson  that  has  arrested  the  attention  of  the  thonghtfnl  people  of 
onr  land,  and  makes  the  immediate  building  of  this  canal  an  abso- 
lute necessity. 

The  people  expect  this  Congress  to  pass  the  Nicaragua  Canal 
biU.  They  will  be  disappointed  if  it  does  not.  They  want  this 
Government  to  construct  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  pay  for  it  with  its 
own  money,  and  then  to  own  and  control  the  canal  for  all  time  to 
come.  There  must  be  no  partnership  with  England  or  any  other 
country  in  the  matter. 

I  favor  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hepburn], 
and  if  I  can  not  get  that  bill  I  will  favor  any  other  that  will  start 
■work  on  the  canal.  I  want  to  begin.  I  am  opposed  to  any  further 
delay.  If  there  should  be  defects  in  the  law,  the  defects  can  be 
remedied  by  subsequent  legislation.  Let  us  do  something  at  once. 
The  people  expect  and  the  country  demands  immediate  action. 
Woe  to  the  men  who  stand  in  the  way  of  this  g^reat  national  en- 
terprise! 

My  mind  is  so  firmly  determined  in  regard  to  the  importance  of 
this  great  canal  project,  that  when  the  Chair  this  afternoon  ruled 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  out  of  order,  as  we 
all  expected  him  to  do,  I  voted  on  the  appeal  from  his  decision  to 
reverse  the  Chair.  I  am  glad  I  did  that.  It  is  too  bad  that  the 
Eepublicans  of  this  House  sustained  the  Chair  in  that  ruling. 

If  we  had  succeeded  in  getting  the  Nicaragua  Canal  amendment 
on  this  appropriation  bill,  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Senate  and  finally 
to  conference,  and  from  the  conference  committee  no  doubt  there 
would  have  been  evolved  some  bill,  some  kind  of  legislation,  to 
begin  the  immediate  construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  The  thing  to  do  is  to  start  it; 
to  inaugurate  the  great  undertaking.    Let  us  begin. 

Many  of  you,  no  doubt,  underestimate  how  intensely  the  people 
feel  regarding  this  great  question.  We  have  dallied  with  it  for 
years  and  years,  and  during  that  time  we  have  appropriated  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  dollars  for  worthless  impi-ovements  on  brooks 
and  creeks  and  streams  that  many  of  us  could  jump  across.  What 
folly!    How  unwise  and  how  shortsighted! 

The  gentlemen  here  know  that,  according  to  the  best  estimates 
that  have  been  made  by  very  competent  engineers,  the  Nicaragua 
Canal  can  be  constructed  in  less  than  ten  years  for  less  than  $100,- . 
000,000,  To  go  on  with  the  work  at  once  would  only  necessitate 
an  expenditure  of  from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  Why, 
sir,  a  mere  bagatelle  to  this  great  country,  when  we  consider  the 
importance  of  the  project  and  the  invaluable  benefits  to  be  derived 
therefrom.  No  doubt  the  canal  would  pay  for  itself  and  bring 
in  a  splendid  revenue  to  the  Government  in  less  than  twenty-five 
years. 

The  vote  here  to-day  proves,  if  it  proves  anything,  that  the  Re- 
publican leaders  in  this  House  are  not  in  favor  of  building  the 
Nicaragua  Canal — at  least  not  now.  If  they  had  been  sincere  and 
in  earnest,  rule  or  no  rule,  they  would  have  attached  to  the  sundry 
civil  bill  the  Nicaragua  Canal  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hepburn]  .  The  people  of  the  country  will 
understand  and  they  will  hold  the  Republican  party  responsible 
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for  the  defeat  of  the  Kicaragna  Canal.  The  Repnblicaii  party 
mnat  and  -will  have  to  assume  that  tremendous  responBibility  in 
the  next  campaign.    It  will  be  a  pretty  heavy  load  to  carry. 

Now,  sir,  if  we  do  not  take  action  on  this  matter  before  this 
Congress  adjourns  nothing  can  be  done  until  the  Fifty-sixth  Con- 
gress assembles  next  December,  and  it  may  be,  and  probably  will 
be,  too  late  then  to  do  anything.  I  have  no  doubt,  nevertheless, 
that  many  here  desire  that  very  thing.  I  say  to  the  friends  of  the 
canal  that  we  must  take  action  now  or  we  will  lose  the  valuable 
rights  which  we  have  at  the  present  time.  We  must  take  action 
now  or  we  may  jeopardize  the  possibility  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ever  constructing  or  ever  owning  the  Nicaragua 
Canal. 

We  must  take  action  now,  or  some  other  country,  wiser  and  more 
f arseeing  than  we,  realizing  the  immense  possibilities  and  the  in- 
numerable benefits  of  a  canal  across  the  isthmus,  may  step  in 
while  we  delay  and  build  and  own  the  canal,  to  our  great  detri- 
ment and  disadvantage. 

Let  me,  sir,  say  in  conclusion,  that  every  patriot  in  this  House 
who  believes  in  our  Army  and  our  Navy,  who  believes  in  our 
greatness  and  our  destiny,  who  believes  in  promoting  the  safety 
of  our  seacoast  towns  and  the  integrity  of  our  seaboards,  who  be- 
lieves in  our  commercial  supremacy,  who  believes  in  our  mari- 
time growth,  and  who  believes  in  our  future  progress  and  ad- 
vancement should  stand  firm  for  the  building  of  the  Nicaragua 
Canal,  and  bend  every  energy  and  every  effort  to  secure  its  imme- 
diate accomplishment,  even  though  it  should  necessitate  an  extra 
session  of  Congress. 

We  will  be  derelict  in  our  duty  if  we  adjourn  before  we  take 
action  on  this  vital  question,  and  no  apology  will  justify  our  in- 
action and  our  dereliction.  Let  us  sink  partisanship  and  stand 
together  as  patriots. 

Now  is  the  time  to  do  something.  Now  is  the  time  to  act. 
Build  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  1  say,  and  let  us  begin  at  once.  Build 
it  with  the  money  of  the  Republic,  build  it  with  the  brains  and 
the  brawn  of  the  Republic,  so  that  the  Republic  will  not  only  own 
it  and  control  it,  but  it  will  be  our  achievement  and  our  monu- 
ment. 

I  hope  we  will  all  be  able  to  reach  some  conclusion  regarding 
immediate  legislation  in  favor  of  this  great  project  for  an  isth- 
mian canal  before  another  week  comes  and  goes.  I  favor  now, 
as  I  always  have  favored,  the  Nicaragua  Canal.  If  I  can  not  have 
the  bill  I  want,  1  will  take  any  bill  to  start  the  work.  I  promise 
now  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  for  the  balance  of  the  session  to 
bring  about  its  realization  and  its  consummation,  for  the  great- 
ness, for  the  grandeur,  for  the  glory,  and  for  the  integrity  of  the 
Republic.     [Loud  applause.] 


PAN-AMERICAN  EXPOSITION,  1901. 
March  2,  1899. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker;  I  yield  to  my  friend  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Sulzer]. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  just  a  few  words  in  favor  of  this 
bill.  In  my  judgment  it  ought  to  pass  without  a  dissenting  vote. 
It  is  a  good  bill  in  every  respect — in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
There  should  be  no  opposition  to  it  from  any  fair-minded  man. 
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We  have  been  talking  and  legislating  for  years  and  years  about 
pan- American  unity,  fraternity,  and  closer  commercial  relations 
and  intercourse.  If  this  bill  becomes  a  law  and  the  Pan-American 
Exposition  is  held  at  Buffalo  in  1901,  it  will  do  more,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  bring  those  desirable  objects  about  than  everything  else 
that  has  ever  been  done. 

I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  this  exposition,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  will  do  more  for  American  trade,  business,  and  commerce 
than  we  can  possibly  conceive  of  at  the  present  time.  It  is  sure  to 
aid  and  help  every  portion  of  the  Union.  If  this  bill  passes,  it  will 
be  one  of  the  best,  one  of  the  most  unique,  and  one  of  the  grand- 
est expositions  ever  held  on  this  continent.  It  is  sure  to  be  a  great 
success  in  every  way.  It  will  be  a  grand  object  lesson  to  every 
citizen  of  the  Republic  and  to  the  people  of  the  South  and  Central 
American  States.  It  will  be  a  liberal  education  to  many.  It  will 
bring  ns  in  closer  contact  with  our  neighbors  in  South  and  Cen- 
tral America. 

It  will  give  us  a  clearer  and  a  better  knowledge  of  the  products 
of  the  field,  the  farm,  the  forests,  the  mines,  and  the  seas  from 
Baffin  Bay  to  Cape  Horn,  and  it  will  all  be  done  by  ocular  dem- 
onstration. I  am  in  favor  of  these  expositions,  and  I  believe  the 
Government  should  lend  its  aid  by  being  represented  as  an  exhib- 
itor.    Money  spent  in  this  way  is  well  spent. 

All  honor  and  all  success,  I  say,  to  the  f  arsighted  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Buffalo  who  have  undertaken  this  magnificent  and 
commendable  project.  May  prosperity  attend  their  worthy  ef- 
forts.    [Applause.] 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


EULOGY  ON  THE  LATE  NELSON  DINaLEY. 

Saturday,  February  11, 1899. 

Tho  Honse  bavlng  under  consideration  tlie  followinB  resolutions: 

"Resolved,  Ttiat  the  business  of  the  House  be  now  suspended  that  oppor- 
tunity may  be  given  for  tributes  to  the  memory  of  Hon.  Nelson  DrNOLET, 
late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Maine. 

"Besolved.  That  as  a  particular  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  in  recognition  of  his  eminent  abihtjes  as  a  diatinguished  public 
servant,  the  House,  at  the  conclusion  of  these  memorial  proceedings,  shall 
stand  adjourned.  ,  ,^.^^,.01 

"Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  these  resolutions  to  the  Senate. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased  " — 

Mr.  SULZEE  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Representing  in  part  the  great  metropolis  of  tho 
nation,  I  would  be  false  to  my  nobler  impulses  and  to  the  people 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  if  I  did  not  on  this  sad  occasion 
place  on  record  my  poor  tribute  of  esteem,  of  resi)ect,  of  affection, 
and  of  admiration  for  the  late  Nelson  Dingley.  His  death  has 
left  a  void  in  the  Honse  of  Representatives  which  can  never  be 
filled,  and  the  announcement  of  his  unexpected  demise  fell  like  a 
pall  on  the  people  of  the  Republic.  His  loss  is  a  national  calam- 
ity, and  the  country  has  lost  a  useful,  an  honest,  a  faithful,  and  a 
conscientious  public  servant.  We  miss  him  now.  but  we  shall 
miss  him  more  and  more  as  the  weeks  and  months  come  and  go. 
Ko  one  can  take  his  place. 

There  are  many  here  who  knew  Mr.  Dingley  better  and  more 
intimately,  but  no  one  respected  him  more  than  I  did.  I  became 
acquainted  with  him  when  I  came  to  Congress  four  years  ago. 
38oa 
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In  a  very  short  time  I  was  impressed  with,  his  sincerity,  his  hon- 
esty, his  courtesy,  and  his  industry.  He  was  an  indefatigable 
worker,  and  he  accomplished  great  results.  He  was  patient,  tire- 
less, and  methodical.  He  seemed  to  be  the  happiest  when  he  waa 
the  busiest.  He  died  a  martyr  to  his  fidelity— to  public  dntjr. 
He  never  evaded  an  obligation  and  he  never  shirked  a  responsi- 
bility. 

In  many  respects  Mr.  Dinqlet  was  a  great  man,  a  great  parlia- 
mentarian, and  a  great  legislator.  His  name  is  connected  with 
some  of  the  greatest  laws  on  our  statute  books,  and  the  great  legis- 
lative work  he  performed  will  live  and  redound  to  his  credit  as 
long  as  the  Republic  endures. 

To  those  who  knew  him  well  he  was  a  kindly,  genial  man.  He 
was  loved  and  admired  on  both  sides  of  this  CJhamber,  and  his 
name  was  a  household  word  throughout  the  country.  I  do  not 
think  he  had  an  enemy  in  all  the  land.    He  had  a  lovable  character. 

Mr.  DiNQLET  was  especially  kind,  considerate,  and  courteous  to 
the  new  and  younger  members  of  the  House.  He  made  their  ac- 
quaintance, and  was  always  willing  and  anxious  to  aid,  counsel, 
and  assist  them.  No  matter  how  weary  or  how  busy  he  was,  he 
never  refused  to  listen  to  the  inquiries  of  the  new  and  inexperi- 
enced member,  and  he  always  gave  him  good  advice  and  the  bene- 
fit of  his  great  knowledge,  sound  judgment,  and  vast  information. 
Many  here  will  never  forget  how  kindly  disposed  he  was  to  them 
when  they  first  became  members  of  this  House.  I  do  not  believe 
he  ever  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  any  member  seeking  information  on 
any  subject,  and  this  generous  characteristic  has  left  a  lasting  im- 
pression on  us  all  and  gives  us  a  true  insight  into  his  noble  nature. 

The  career  of  Nelson  Dinqlet  is  one  we  can  aU  be  proud  of, 
and  illustrates  the  advantages  and  the  opportunities  of  American 
institutions.  By  hard  work,  by  industry,  by  sobriety,  and  by  per- 
severence  he  rose  from  a  poor  boy  to  one  of  the  most  important, 
honorable,  influential,  and  commanding  positions  in  the  nation. 
The  story  of  his  life  has  been  truthfully  and  eloquently  told  here 
to-day,  and  demonstrates  anew  the  possibilities  of  human  effort 
and  human  progress  in  this  land  of  equal  opportunities.  Every 
hopeful  and  ambitious  schoolboy  should  read  the  story  of  his  life 
and  endeavor  to  emulate  his  shining  example.  It  must  always  be 
a  fruitful  source  of  encouragement  to  every  ambitious  youth  and 
struggling  patriot. 

Mr.  Dinqley  came  of  sturdy  New  England  stock,  the  first 
American  Dingley  having  come  to  Massachusetts  in  1638.  His 
ancestors  were  nearly  all  traders  and  farmers.  He  was  bom  at 
Durham,  Me.,  February  15,  1833.  At  17  he  was  a  teacher  of  a 
school  near  his  home.  A  little  later  he  entered  Waterville  Col- 
lege, and  subsequently  Dartmouth,  where  he  graduated  in  1855 
with  high  rank  as  a  scholar,  debater,  and  writer.  After  gradua- 
tion he  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  left  the  profes- 
sion in  1856  to  become  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Lewiston 
Journal,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  maintained  that  con- 
nection. He  was  a  member  of  the  Maine  State  house  of  represent- 
atives in  1882,  1863,  1864,  1865,  1868,  and  1873. 

In  1863,  when  only  31  years  old,  he  was  the  speaker  of  the  Maine 
legislature.  He  was  governor  of  Maine  in  1874  and  1875,  and  a 
delegate  to  the  national  Republican  convention  in  1876.  He  was 
first  elected  to  the  Forty-seventh  Congress  in  1881  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  election  of  Hon.  William  P.  Frye  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  he  was  a  member  of  Congress  ever  since. 
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In  1894  he  received  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Dartmotith  College, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of  the  Joint  High  C!om- 
mission  to  adjust  the  differences  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  In  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress  ho  was  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  and  the  leader  of  his  party  on  the  floor  of 
the  House.  His  name  is  best  known  to  the  country  at  large  on 
account  of  its  association  with  the  tariff  act,  which  he  prepared, 
reported,  and  passed  at  the  beginning  of  this  Congi-ess. 

•This  briefly  sums  up  his  career.  His  life  was  a  busy  one,  and 
to  the  student  and  investigator  will  always  be  an  instructive  one. 
He  was  a  simple  Christian  gentleman,  and  his  public  and  his  pri- 
vate life  is  without  a  stain.  He  loved  books  and  art  and  science. 
He  was  a  great  legislator  and  a  great  statistician.  He  had  finance 
and  taxation  at  his  finger  ends.  He  was  familiar  with  every  de- 
tail of  government,  and  his  capacious  mind  was  a  storehouse  of 
useful  information.  He  was  a  deep  and  thorough  student,  and 
he  exhausted  every  subject  he  touched.  He  had  a  wonderful 
knowledge  of  men,  and  his  grasp  of  details  was  marvelous.  To 
him  figures  and  facts  were  as  keen  tools  to  the  skilled  artisan. 

Mr.  Speaker,  many  of  us  frequently  differed  with  Mr.  Dingley 
in  regard  to  political  and  economical  propositions,  but  we  all  ad- 
mired his  ability,  his  learning,  his  tenacity  of  purpose,  his  deep 
conviction,  and  we  all  respected  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  the  purity 
of  his  patriotism,  and  the  inherent  honesty  of  his  motives.  He 
was  a  direct  man,  a  positive  man,  a  truthful  man,  and  above  all 
and  beyond  all  he  was  an  honest  man.  In  the  years  to  come  he 
will  take  high  rank  as  an  American  statesman.  The  great  work 
he  accomplished  as  an  orator,  a  writer,  a  lawyer,  a  thinker,  a 
legislator,  and  a  statesman  will  ever  be  a  monument  to  human 
effort,  human  endurance,  individual  tenacity  of  purpose,  and 
marvelous  industry  and  perseverance. 

He  devoted  the  last  years  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  the  people 
and  his  country,  and  they  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  never 
can  be  paid.  He  wrote  his  name  high  in  the  American  temple  of 
fame,  and  history  will  give  him  an  immortal  page.  The  good  he 
did  will  live  and  will  ever  be  a  bright  and  beneficent  heritage  to 
all  the  people  of  all  the  land. 

Nelson  Dingley  is  no  more.  He  fought  the  good  fight;  his 
"raceisrun.  He  has  gone  to  his  long  rest.  A  great  nation  mourns 
his  loss,  and  a  mighty  people,  shocked  by  his  sudden  death  in  the 
zenith  of  his  fame  and  the  ripeness  of  his  powers,  put  on  the  garb 
of  sorrow,  grieve  with  those  who  grieve,  and  with  bowed  and 
reverential  heads  say.  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant- 
hail  and  farewell. 

Mourn  not  the  dead  whose  lives  declare 
That  they  have  nobly  borne  their  part, 
For  victory's  golden  crown  they  wear. 

Reserved  for  every  faithful  heart; 
They  rest  with  glory  wrapped  around, 
'loff 


Immortals  on  the  scroll  of  fame; 
Their  works  their  praises  shall  resotina. 
Their  name— an  everlasting  namo. 
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'THE  TRUSTS  MUST  GO." 


From  Speech  o.f  Hon.  WILLIAM  SULZER,  ol  New  York. 


"I  am  opposed  to  the  government  delegating  away  its  powers  to 
the  national  banks.  In  my  judgment  they  already  possess  entirely 
too  mnch  power.  They  are  doing  precisely  to-day,  only  to  a  greater 
extent,  what  the  United  States  Bank  did  in  the  days  of  Andrew 
Jackson.  The  right  to  coin  and  issue  money  is  one  6t  the  greatest 
prerogatives  of  the  Eepuhlic  and  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  its 
sovereignty.  It  should  not  he  delegated,  transferred,  assigned,  or 
set  over  to  any  national  bank,  to  any  trust,  or  to  any  monopoly.  We 
should  resist  the  encroachments  of  national  banks  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people  with  the  saine  zeal  and  the  same  courage  that  Andrew 
Jackson  resisted  the  audacious  claims  of  the  United  States  Bank  in 
his  day.  And  when  the  national  banks  impudently  declare  that  the 
government  should  go  out  of  the  banking  business,  we  should  answer 
that  the  banks  should  and  must  go  out  of  the  governing  business. 

"In  Jackson's  day  there  was  only  one  Nick  Biddle.  To-day 
there  is  a  Nick  Biddle  in  every  national  bank  in  the  land. 

"We  invoke  the  memory  of  President  Andrew  Jackson  against 
the  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  national  banks. 
They  menace  our  Eepuhlic  to-day.  Jackson  waged  the  most  bitter 
and  relentless  war  of  his  life  against  the  United  States  Bank,  and 
finally  destroyed  that  gigantic  monopoly.  If  he  had  not  it  would 
have  destroyed  the  Republic.  One  of  the  greatest  acts  of  his  life  was 
the  veto  of  the  bill  extending  the  charter  of  that  bank  trost.  In  the 
light  of  what  is  going  on  to-day  that  veto  message  should  be  read 
by  every  citizen  in  our  land.  There  is  a  bill  now  pending  in  Congress 
which  gives  to  the  national  banks  of  the  coimtry  far  greater  powers 
and  privileges  than  were  ;ever  enjoyed  by  the  United  States  Bank. 

"If  it  should  become  a  law  it  would  give  the  monopoly  of  issuing 
money  to  the  national  banks,  and  hence  the  right  to  expand  or  con- 
tract the  currency  of  the  people  whenever  it  suited  their  conveniraice. 


No  corporation  should  have  this  power  to  make  or  destroy.  It 
would  deprive  the  government  of  one  of  its  greatest  attrihutes  <rf 
sovereignty  and  give  to  the  national  banks  the  right  to  paralyze,  at 
their  own  will,  every  industry  in  the  country.  It  is  the  most  daring 
attempt  the  hanks  have  ever  made  by  law  to  seize  one  of  the  greatest 
weapons  for  good  or  evil  known  to  civilized  man.  For  the  govemmeoit 
to  surrender  this  prerogative  and  delegate  away  this  power  would  "be 
a  crime  against  every  citizen  in  this  land  and  work  woe  and  miseiy 
to  millions  yet  unborn. 

"To-day  the  great  trusts  of  the  country  are  practically  snpreme. 
Many  of  them  are  so  intrenched  in  power  that  they  are  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  above  the  law  and  no  longer  amehaWe  to  l^slative 
action.  The  crying  evil  of  the  times  is  the  power  and  the  sway  of 
the  trusts.  They  endanger  not  only  our  free  institutions  but  our  free 
men.  The  battle  cry  of  the  Democratic  party  should  be,  'The  trusts 
must  gol' 

"To-day  about  400  trusts  control,  whoUy,  or  in  large  part,  every 
conceivable  product  and  industry  of  the  country. 

"These  gigantic  combinations  constitute,  in  my  judgment,  the 
greatest  menace  at  the  present  time  to  our  democratic  institutiMis. 
They  control  the  supply,  monopolize  the  product,  and  dictate  the  price 
of  every  necessary  of  life.  They  force  out  of  legitimate  employment 
thousands  and  thousands  of  honest  toilers.  They  enhance  prices,  reduce 
wages,  and  write  the  terms  of  their  own -contracts.  They  destroy 
competition,  paralyze  opportunity,  assassinate  labor,  and  hold  the 
consumers  of  our  country  in  their  monopolistic  grasp.  They  levy 
tribute  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Republic.  They  blight 
the  poor  man's  home,  darken  the  hearthside  of  his  children,  cloud  the 
star  of  legitimate  hope,  and  destroy  equal  opportunity.  They  control 
legislation,  escape  taxation,  and  evade  the  just  burdens  of  govern- 
ment, while  their  agents  construct  and  maintain  tariffs  to  suit  their 
selfish  ends  and  greedy  purposes.  They  imperil  trade,  stagnate 
industry,  regulate  foreign  and  interstate  commerce,  declare  quarterly, 
dividends  on  watered  stocks  and  make  fortunes  every  year  out  of  the 
people.  Their  tyrannical  power,  rapid  growth,  and  centralization  of 
wealth  are  the  marvel  of  recent  times  and  the  saddest  commentary 
on  our  legislative  history.  Prior  to  the  civU  war  there  was  not  a 
trust  in  the  country,  except  the  United  States  Bank  trust,  which 
Jackson  killed. 

"They  practically  own,  run  and  control  the  government  to-day, 
and  defy  successful  prosecution  for  violation  of  law.  If  their  power 
of  centralization  is  not  speedily  checked,  and  they  go  on  for  another 
quarter  of  a  century  like  they  have  in  the  past  few  years,  I  believe 
our  free  institutions  will  be  destroyed,  and  instead  of  a  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  we  mil  have  a  gov- 
ernment of  the  trusts,  by  the  trusts,  and  for  the  tmsta. 


"How  much  longer  will  the  people  humbly  consent  to  be  robbed 
and  submissively  permit  a  continuation  of  this  outrageous  policy  of 
favoritism  by  class  legislation?  All  legislation  bestowing  special 
benefits  on  the  few  iS  unjust,  and  against  the  masses  and  for  the 
classes.  It  has  gone  on  until  less  than  eight  per  cent,  of  the  people' 
own  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  wealth  of  our  country.  It  has 
been  truly  said  that  monarchies  are  destroyed  by  poverty  and  republics 
by  wealth.  If  the  greatest  republic  the  world  has  ever  seen  is  destroyed, 
it  wiU  fall  by  this  vicious  system  of  robbing  the  many  for  the  benefit 
of  the  few. 

"The  total  population  of  the  United  States  is  about  75,000,000. 
The  total  aggregate  wealth  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
best  statistics  'that  can  be  procured,  is  estimated  at  about 
$75,000,000,000,  and  it  appears,  afld  no  doubt  much  to  the  surprise  of 
many,  that  out  of  a.  total  popiilation  of  75,000,000  less  than  25,000 
persons  in  the  United  States  own  more  than  one-half  of  the  entire 
aggregate  wealth  of  the  land.  And  this  has  all  been  brought  about 
by  legislation  during  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

"The  centralization  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  few  by  the 
robbery  of  the  many  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has  been 
simply  enormous,  and  the  facts  and  figures  are  appalling.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  entire  wealth  of  our  land  appears  to  be  concentrated 
in  the  hands  of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people,  and  the  number 
of  persons  constituting  that  minority  grows  smaller  every  year.  The 
legislative  schemes  which  have  been  most  favored  for  checking  this 
growing  centralization  of  wealth  are  generally  the  most  elusive  and 
the  most  impotent. 

"Impartial  students  of  these  startling  facts  and  statistics  can 
hardly  escape  the  irresistible  conclusion  that  a  conspiracy  exists,  and 
has  existed  for  some  time,  to  convert  the  government  of  the  United 
States  into  a  powerful  oligarchy  of  wealth.  The  millionaires,  the 
plutocrats,  the  trusts,  the  monopolies,  and  the  syndicates  seem  to  be 
supreme  and  legislate  for  their  own  interests,  benefit  and  protection. 
If  it  continues,  the  yeomanry  of  our  country  will  soon  be  reduced  to 
a  condition  of  industrial  serfdom  more  pitiable  than  ever  existed  before 
in  the  history  of  the  world. 

"The  money  power,  the  trusts,  the  syndicates,  and  the  favored 
few  of  the  land  threaten  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions  by 
subsidizing  the  pulpit,  buying  the  press,  seating  well-paid  attorneys 
in  legislative  halls  and  courts  of  justice,  stifling  free  speech  and  the 
right  of  lawful  assembly  and  stretching  out  their  tentacles  to  the 
colleges  of  the  land  to  crush  professors  who  have  the  courage  of  their 
convictions  and  dare  to  tell  the  truth  regarding  economic  and  social 
prindples." 


THE   WAR   TAXES. 


When  the  Republican  part)'  once  gets  a  tax  on  a  thing 
it  never  takes  it  off. 


SPEECH 


HOIST.  WM.  STJLZEK, 

OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


February  19,  1900. 


W  A.SH  IN  GXON. 
1900. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZEK. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Dolliveb], 
by  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Heans,  moves  to  sna^ 
peud  the  rnles  and  pass  a  bill  wliich  the  Clerk  will  report. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  section  3338  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  by  striking  out  of  said  section 
the  following: 

"  In  estimating  and  compnting  such  tax,  the  fractional  parts  of  a  barrel 
shall  be  halves,  thirds,  cinarters,  sixths,  and  eighths;  and  any  fractional  part 
of  a  barrel  containing  less  than  one-eighth  shall  be  accounted  one-eighth; 
more  than  one-eighth,  and  not  more  than  one-sixth,  shall  be  accounted  one- 
sixth;  more  than  one-sixth,  and  not  more  than  one-fourth,  shall  be  accounted 
one-foarth;  more  than  one-fourth,  and  not  more  than  one-third,  shall  be  ac- 
counted one-third;  more  than  one-third,  and  not  more  than  one-half,  shall 
be  accounted  one-half;  more  than  one- half,  and  not  more  than  one  barrel, 
shall  be  accounted  one  barrel;  and  more  than  one  barrel,  and  not  more  than 
63  gallons,  shall  be  accounted  two  barrels,  or  a  hogshead.  The  said  tax  shall 
be  paid  by  the  owner,  agent,  or  superintendent  of  the  brewery  or  premises 
in  which  such  fermented  liqnors  are  made,  and  in  the  manner  and  at  the 
time  hereinafter  si>ecified." 

And  by  inserting  in  lien  thereof  the  following: 

"In  estimating  and  computing  the  tax  imposed  by  law  the  fractional  part 
of  a  barrel  shall  be  halves,  thirds,  and  quarters,  and  any  fractional  part  of  a 
barrel  containing  less  than  one-fourth  shall 'be  accounted  one-fourth;  more 
than  one-foarth  and  not  more  than  one-third  shall  be  ficcounted  one- 
third;  more  than  one-third  and  not  more  than  one-half  shall  be  accounted 
one-half;  more  than  one-half  and  not  more  than  one  barrel  shall  be  accounted 
one  barrel;  and  more  than  one  barrel  and  not  more  than  63  gallons  shall 
be  accounted  tifo  barrels,  or  a  hogshead.  The  said  tax  shall  be  paid  by 
the  owner,  agent,  or  superintendent  of  the  brewery  or  premises  in  which  such 
fermented  liquors  are  made,  and  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time  hereinafter 
specified." 

Sec.  2.  That  section  9  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  revenue  for 
the  Government  and  to  encourage  the  industries  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved July  2t,  1897,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

"Sec.  9.  That  section  3341  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  hereby  is,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

" '  Sec.  3341.  The  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  shall  cause  to  be  pre- 
pared, for  the  payment  of  such  tax.  suitable  stamps  denoting  the  amount  of 
tax  required  to  be  paid  on  the  hogsheads,  barrels,  and  halves,  thirds,  and  quar- 
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ters  of  a  barrel  of  such  fermented  liquors  (and  shall  also  cause  to  be  prepared 
suitable  permits  for  the  purpose  hereinafter  mentioned),  and  shall  famish 
the  same  to  the  collectors  of  internal  revenue,  who  shall  each  he  required  to 
keep  on  hand  at  all  times  a  sufficient  supply  of  permits  and  a  supply  of 
stamps  equal  in  amount  to  two  months'  sales  thereof,  if  there  be  any  brew- 
ery or  brewery  warehouse  in  his  district;,  and  such  stamps  shall  be  sold  and 
permits  granted  and  deUvered  by  such  coltectors  only  to  the  brewers  of 
their  districts,  respectively.    Such  collectors  shall  keep  an  account  of  the 
number  of  permits  delivered  and  of  the  number  and  value  of  the  stamps 
sold  by  them  to  each  brewer.' " 

•  •••••« 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Richardson]  to  yield  five  minutes  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzeb]. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  Yes;  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  SUIiZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  and 
there  should  not  be,  in  my  judgment,  any  objection  to  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  I  am  in  favor  of  it  and  shall  vote  for  it.  It  will  be 
of  some  convenience,  I  am  informed,  to  the  brewers  of  the 
country,  and  I  hope  no  one  will  raise  a  single  objection  to  the  bill 
passing  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  point  I  desire  to  make,  however,  is  that  this  bill  is  not  what 
the  brewers  want,  because  it  does  net  reduce,  and,  according  to 
the  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  it  will 
not  reduce  one  cent  the  exorbitant  tax  now  placed  on  beer.  Beer  is 
the  poor  man's  drink,  and  it  should  not  be  taxed  out  of  proportion 
to  other  commodities.  The  brewers  of  the  country  pay  more  taxes 
on  what  they  manufacture  than  any  other  Industry  in  the  land. 
When  the  war-revenue  bill  passed  this  House  the  tax  on  beer  was 
doubled.  It  was  then  increased  from  $1  a  barrel  to  $3  a  barrel, 
and  under  the  war-revenue  law  the  brewers  of  the  country  to-day 
are  paying  into  the  National  Treasury  over  $75,000,000  of  taxes 
every  year,  and  every  t>eniiy  of  this,  remember,  coipss  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  consumers — out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  who 
drink  beer.  The  brewers  make  the  consumers  pay  the  tax,  and 
the  burden  falls  mostly  on  the  toilers. 

The  war  VTith  Spain  is  over  and  has  been  eonoluded  for  soma 
time,  yet  the  Republican  party  continues  to  levy  on  the  people 
of  this  country  the  enormous,  exorbitant,  and  outrageous  war 
taxes.  When  the  Republican  party  passed  the  war-revenue  bUl 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish- American  war,  and  to  carry  on 
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that  war,  it  promieed,  throngh  its  representatives  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  that  just  so  soon  as  the  war  was  over  the  law  increas- 
ing the  taxes  of  the  people  would  be  immediately  repealed,  Yoa 
have  not  repealed  a  single  provision  of  the  war-tax  law,  and,  so 
far  as  I  know  and  so  far  as  the  people  of  the  country  now  know, 
you  do  not  intend  to  repeal  or  to  modify  that  enormous  and  unjust 
war-tax  law  in  any  particular.  Tax  the  people  into  prosperity  is 
one  of  the  chief  mottoes  of  the  Republican  party. 

How  long,  I  ask  you  now,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  fair  and 
just,  do  you  intend  to  continue  the  burdens  of  this  exorbitant, 
unnecessary,  and  outrageous  war  tax  on  the  consumers,  the  tax- 
payers, and  the  people  of  the  country?  That  is  the  question  for 
you  to  answer,  and  that  is  the  question  the  people  intend  to  make 
you  answer  in  the  next  campaign. 

Do  you  intend  to  keep  up  the  war  taxes  forever,  piling  up  the 
people's  money  in  the  Treasury  in  order  that  your  Standard  Oil 
Secretary  can  loan  the  money  out  again  to  the  Administration's 
pet  national  banks  to  charge  the  borrowers  enormous  rates  of  in- 
terest, and  thus  robbing  the  people  coming  and  robbing  them 
going?  If  thatistheobject.Iwouldliketoknow  it,  and  I  think  the 
people  who  are  paying  the  taxes  and  bearing  the  frightful  burdens 
of  your  imperialistic  policy  and  expensive  Government  would  like 
to  have  an  answer  to  this  very  pertinent  question.  I  pause  for 
your  reply.  You  can  not  answer,  and  I  feel  confident  no  Repub- 
lican will  have  the  courage  to  stand  up  here  and  give  the  desired 
information. 

This  bill  is  merely  a  little  sop  thrown  to  the  brewers.  You  intend 
it  to  keep  them  in  good  humor.  Yon  have  heard  from  them  and 
you  know  they  demand  that  the  war  taxes  on  beer  be  reduced  to 
$1  a  barrel,  as  it  was  before  the  Spanish- American  war  began. 
The  brewers  have  sent  several  representative  delegations  here 
asking  for  the  repeal  of  the  war  tax,  and  they  have  filed  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  petitions  in  favor  of  it.  But  if  1  know  your  in- 
tentions, and  if  I  am  any  judge  of  your  policy,  their  mission  has 
been  a  failure,  their  work  in  vain,  and  the  petitions  have  been 
thrown  in  the  wastebasket. 

You  do  not  intend  to  grant  the  brewers  any  relief  and  yon  do 
not  intend  to  repeal  or  to  modify  the  war-tax  law  in  any  particu- 
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lar.  You  are  keeping  it  up,  compelling  the  people  to.  pay  these 
enormous  taxes  in  time  of  peace,  in  order  to  carry  out  your  ne- 
farious schemes  in  the  islands  of  the  seas,  in  order  to  convince  the 
people  that  times  are  prosperous,  in  order  to  pile  up  in  the  Treas- 
ury a  great  surplus,  in  order  to  maintain  a  large  standing  ai-my, 
and  last  but  not  least,  in  order  to  deceive  the  people  and  cover  up 
the  deficiencies  caused  by  the  Dingley  tariff  law. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  Spanish- American  war  and  this  war- 
tax  law  incident  thereto  there  would  be  a  deficit  in  the  Treasury 
to-day,  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  Dingley  tariff  law,  of  over  a 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  You  know  that.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  it.  For  one,  I  stand  here  and  tell  you  that  the 
I)eople  of  this  country  demand  a  reduction  of  the  war  taxes;  they 
demand  their  immediate  modification  or  their  entire  repeal.  They 
will  not  get  it,  however,  from  the  Republican  party.  The  people 
of  the  country  can  rest  assured  of  this.  When  the  Bepublican 
party  once  gets  a  tax  on  a  thing  it  never  takes  it  off.  If  the  peo- 
ple get  any  relief  from  the  exorbitant  war  taxes  they  are  now  pay- 
ing, it  must  come  from  and  through  the  agency  of  the  Democratic 
party.  The  Democratic  party  will  make  this  question  an  issue  in 
the  coming  campaign,  and  the  people  can  determine  the  matter. 

You  will  deceive  no  brewer  in  this  country  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  The  brewers  of  the  country  know  how  the  Republican 
party  has  betrayed  them.  They  have  not  forgotten  your  promises 
in  1896,  and  I  believe  you  will  not  get  as  much  help  from  them  in 
the  coming  campaign  as  you  did  in  the  last.  If  the  brewers  re- 
spond again  to  your  cries  for  campaign  funds,  they  are  more  fool- 
ish than  I  imagine  and  deserve  to  be  robbed. 

The  war  taxes  the  people  are  now  compelled  to  pay  to  bolster 
up  the  imperialistic  schemes,  the  royal  swagger,  and  the  pluto- 
cratic policy  of  the  Republicans  outrage  American  rights.  In 
my  opinion  the  war  taxes  must  be  repealed,  and  the  people  who 
are  struggling  under  the  unjust  and  oppressive  burdens  of  extrav- 
agant government,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  common  sense  and 
economy,  must  insist  on  their  repeal.  The  poor  people  of  the  coun- 
try pay  more  than  three-quarters  of  all  the  war  taxes. 

The  rich  people  practically  escape  with  the  payment  of  a  very 
small  part  of  the  taxes,  and  they  refuse  to  contribute  their  just 
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share  of  the  expense  of  Government  by  the  payment  of  an  incomo 
tax. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  were  in  order,  I  wonld  oflEer  an  amendment  to 
this  bill  to  repeal  all  the  war  taxes;  but  as  it  is  not  in  order  under 
the  rules  you  have  adopted,  I  content  myself  with  voting  for  this 
bill  and  at  the  same  time  entering  against  the  exorbitant  and  out- 
rageous war  taxes  the  people  are  now  paying  my  emphatic  pro- 
test. [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
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THE  PUERTO  RICO  TARIFF. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF     NEW     YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday,  February  23,  1900. 


-WASHINGTON. 

1900. 


SPEECH 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER. 


Tho  House  being  iu  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
tJnion,  and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  E.  8245)  to  regulate  the 
trade  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  for  other  purposes- 
Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Ch.virmak  :  This  bill  is  radioally  wrong  in  principle,  against 
common  sense  on  its  face,  clearly  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity, and  absolutely  in  violation  of  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Federal  Constitution.  It  seeks  to  extend  to  a  limited  degfi-ee 
the  Dingley  tariff  law  to  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of  the 
people  of  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico,  which  island  is  now,  and  for 
some  time  past  has  been,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
It  imposes  a  tariff  tax  on  all  merchandise  coming  into  the  United 
States  from  Puerto  Rico,  and  goinginto  that  island  from  the  United 
States,  at  a  rate  equal  to  25  per  cent  of  the  duties  collected  on 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from  foreign  coun- 
tries; and  further  provides  that  duties  collected  in  United  States 
ports  tipon  manufactured  goods  from  Puerto  Rico  shall  be  equal 
in  rate  and  amount  to  the  internal-revenue  tax  imposed  by  the 
United  States  upon  the  same  articles  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  addition  thereto  25  per  cent  of  the  duties  now  col- 
lected by  law  upon  like  articles  of  merchandise  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  and  that  duties  collected  in  the  island  upon 
manufactured  goods  from  the  United  States  shall  be  equal  to  the 
internal-revenue  tax  imposed  in  Puerto  Rico  upon  articles  manu- 
factured therein,  and  in  addition  thereto  25  per  cent  of  the  duties 
now  collected  by  law  upon  like  articles  of  merchandise  imported 
from  foreign  countries. 

In  my  opinion  this  bill  violates  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, strikes  a  cruel  blow  against  a  portion  of  the  people  of 
our  country,  and  makes  a  discrimination  as  unwise  as  it  is  inhuman 
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and  unjust.  It  is  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills  ever  introduced 
in  this  House.  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion, and  shall  vote  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  PAYNE.    Does  the  gentleman  except  the  money  bill? 

Mr.  SULZBE.  I  said  it  was  "  one  "  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills 
ever  introduced,  and  I  repeat  it. 

Mr.  PAYNE.    Oh,  that  is  a  stock  phrase. 

Mr.  SULZER.  That  may  be,  but  your  legislation  warrants  it, 
and  the  word  is  none  too  strong  and,  to  my  mind,  can  not  be  too 
often  used  to  fitly  express  your  action  here.  You  trample  under 
foot  the  Constitution,  and  you  ride  roughshod  over  the  rights  of 
the  people.  The  currency  bill  is  an  infamous  financial  job.  This 
bill  is  an  infamous  tariflE  job,  and  they  are  both  inherently 
iniquitous. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States  the  island  of  Puerto  Bico 
has  been  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  domain  and  territory  of  this 
country,  and  the  Constitution  applies  to  it,  and  should  apply  to  it, 
just  as  much  as  it  applies  to  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arizona,  To  contend  otherwise  is  as  preposterous  as  it 
is  untenable. 

The  people  of  Puerto  Bico  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  the  same  rights,  and  the  same  im- 
munities under  the  Constitution  that  the  people  of  any  other  State 
or  Territory  are  entitled  to  in  the  Federal  Union.  This  bill  com- 
pelling the  citizens  of  Paerto  Eioo  to  pay  a  tarifE  tax  on  their 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  to  and  from  this  country  is  un- 
warranted, unjustifiable,  unprecedented,  un-American,  and,  in 
my  judgment,  unconstitutional.  In  all  our  past  history  no  polit- 
ical party  ever  dared  to  attempt  to  pass  a  bill  like  this,  a  bill  as 
inhuman  as  it  is  unfair,  a  bill  that  discriminates  by  special  legis- 
lation against  the  people  of  one  section  of  the  country  in  regard 
to  impost  taxes. 

The  Constitution  regarding  this  matter  is  dear  and  plain.  Sec- 
tion 8  of  Article  I  says  in  language  that  can  not  be  misunder- 
stood: 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  tases,  dnties,  imposts 
and  excises;    »    •    *    but  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises  shaU  tie  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States. 
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This  provision  of  the  Constitution  has  been  passed  upon  and  in- 
terpreted again  and  again  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
and  from  the  daj'S  of  John  Marshall  down  to  the  present  time  the 
highest  court  in  all  our  land  has  always  held  that  the  laying  and 
collecting  of  impost  duties  must  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  propose  and  I  have  not  the  time  to  re- 
view the  authorities.  I  shall  content  myself  by  referring  to  a  few 
of  the  more  important  of  them.  John  Marshall,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Loughborough  vs.  Blake  (5 
WheatoD,  page  319),  said  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  requir- 
ing imiformity  of  duties,  excises,  and  imposts  throughout  the 
United  States — the  very  clause  involved  in  this  bill: 

The  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  may  be  exercised 
and  must  be  exercised  throughout  the  United  States.  Does  this  term  desig- 
nate the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  United  States?  Certainly  this  question  can 
admit  of  but  one  answer.  It  is  the  name  given  to  our  great  Republic,  which 
is  composed  of  States  and  Territories.  The  District  ot  Columbia  or  the  Ter- 
ritory west  of  Missouri  is  not  less  within  the  United  States  than  Maryland  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  not  less  necessary,  on  the  principles  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, that  uniformity  in  the  imposition  of  imposts,  duties,  and  excises  shall  b© 
observed  in  the  one  than  the  other. 

In  the  case  of  Cross  vs.  Harrison  (16  Howard,  198)  the  court 
clearly  considered  the  territory  embraced  in  California  as  a  part 
of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  this  same  clause  of 
the  Constitution. 

I  am  unable  to  find  any  support  in  judicial  decisions  for  the 
doctrine  that  the  inhabitants  of  Teriitories  have  no  constitutional 
rights,  bait  exist  only  by  the  will  of  Congress.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  Congress 
is  bound  by  the  restrictions  of  the  Constitution  in  dealing  with 
Territories.  The  broadest  construction  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, given  by  any  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  over  Territories,  is  set  forth  in  the  Canter 
case,  and  holds  in  effect  that  Congress  possesses  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  and  also  the  powers  of  a  State  legislature 
unrestrained  by  a  State  constitution.  This  interpretation  would 
still  leave  Congress  subject  to  those  limitations  which  are  imposed 
by  the  Constitution  upon  both  the  national  and  the  State  govern- 
ments. Since  the  National  Government  is  required  to  observe 
the  rule  of  uniformity  in  levying  duties,  excises,  and  imposts,  and 
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the  States  are  substantially  prohibited  from  levying  snch  taxes, 
it  follows  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  tax  thus  unequally  eithOT 
in  its  capacity  as  a  national  or  a  State  legislature. 

Daniel  Webster  spoke  directly  upon  the  very  proposition  in- 
volved in  this  bill.  On  the  33d  of  March,  1848,  he  said  in  the 
United  States  Senate: 

An  arbitrary  government  may  have  territorial  governments  in  distant 
possessions,  because  an  arbitrary  government  may  mle  its  distant  territories 
by  di&erent  laws  and  different  systems.  Russia  may  govern  the  Ukraine 
and  the  Caucasus  and  Kamchatka  by  different  codes  or  ukases.  We  can  do 
no  such  thing.  They  must  be  of  us — ^part  of  us— or  else  estranged.  I  think  I 
see,  then,  in  progress  what  is  to  disfigare  and  deform  the  Constitution. 
•  *  •  I  think  I  see  a  cour.se  adopted  that  is  likely  to  turn  the  Constitution 
under  which  wo  live  into  a  deformed  monster— into  a  curse  rather  than  a 
blessing — into  a  great  frame  of  unequal  government,  not  founded  on  popular 
representation,  but  founded  in  the  grossest  inequalities;  and  I  think  If  It  go 
on,  for  there  is  a  great  danger  that  it  will  go  on,  that  this  Government  will 
be  broken  up. 

Numerous  recent  decisions  recognize  the  doctrine  that  Terri- 
tories are  Infant  States.    Among  them  are  the  following: 

In  Weber  against  Harbor  Commissioners  (18  Wallace,  65)  Jus- 
tice Field  said: 

Although  the  title  to  the  soil  under  tide  waters  of  the  bay  was  acquired 
by  the  cession  from  Mexico  equally  with  the  title  to  the  upland,  they  held  it 
only  in  trust  for  the  future  States. 

And  in  Enight  vs.  United  States  Land  Association  (143  United 
States,  page  183)  Justice  Lamar  said: 

Upon  the  acquisition  of  the  territory  from  Mexico  the  United  States  ac- 
quired the  title  to  the  tide  lands  equally  with  the  title  to  the  upland,  but 
with  respect  to  the  former  they  held  it  only  in  trust  for  the  future  States 
that  might  be  erected  out  of  such  territory.' 

In  Shlvely  vs.  Bowlby  (153  United  States,  48)  Justice  Q-ray  re- 
iterated the  doctrine  of  Knight  against  United  States  and  Weber 
against  Harbor  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion  the  true  theory  is  that  the  Con- 
stitntion  applies  to  the  entire  domain  of  the  United  States,  and 
while  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  Territories  is  plenary,  this 
term,  is  only  used  in  connection  with  the  Territorial  and  munici- 
pal government  which  must  be  conducted  under  the  authority  of 
Congress.  Congress  thus  possesses  a  power  over  the  Territories 
which  it  does  not  possess  over  the  States;  but  so  far  as  the  Fed- 
eral powers  are  concerned,  they  operate  equally  over  the  States 
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and  Territories  and  are  to  be  exercised  with  regard  to  the  prohi- 
bitions and  limitations  of  the  Constitution. 

This  is  stated  in  National  Bank  vs.  County  of  Yankton  (101 
U.  S.).  in  which  Chief  Justice  Waite,  after  stating  that  Territo- 
ries are  but  political  subdivisions  of  the  outlying  domain  of  the 
United  States,  said,  with  reference  to  the  organic  law  of  a  Terri- 
tory: 

It  is  obligatory  on  and  binds  the  Territorial  authorities,  but  Congress  ia 
supreme,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  department  of  its  governmental  au- 
thority has  all  the  powers  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  except  such  as 
have  been  expressly  or  by  implication  reserved  in  the  prohibitions  of  the 
Constitution. 

In  Reynolds  vs.  United  States  (98  U.  S.,  103)  the  court  says: 

Congress  can  not  pass  a  law  for  the  government  of  the  Territories  which 
shall  prohibit  the  free  exercise  of  religion.  The  first  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution expressly  forbids  such  legislation. 

In  Springville  vs.  Thomas  (166  U.  S.,  707)  the  court  says: 

In  our  opinion  the  seventh  amendment  secured  unanimity  in  finding  a 
verdict  as  an  essential  feature  of  trial  by  jury  in  common-law  cases.  The  act 
of  Congress  could  not  impart  the  power  to  change  the  constitutional  rule  and 
could  not  be  treated  as  attempting  to  do  so. 

In  ThomiDson  vs.  Utah  (170  U.  S.,  846)  Justice  Harlan  said: 

That  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  relating  to  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  in  suits  at  common  law  apply  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  is  no  longer  an  open  question. 

In  Murphy  vs.  Ramsey  (114  U.  S.,  15)  the  court  says: 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  as  sovereign  owners  of  the  national  Ter- 
ritories, have  supreme  power  over  them  and  their  inhabitants.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  this  sovereign  dominion  they  are  represented  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  all  the  powers  of  the  Government  over  that  sub- 
ject have  been  delegated,  subject  only  to  such  restrictions  as  are  expressed 
in  the  Constitution  or  are  necessarily  implied  in  its  terms. 

Now,  sir,  it  being  conceded  that  Puerto  Eico  is  a  part  of  the 
domain  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution  enjoining  that 
all  impost  taxes  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States, 
it  appears  to  me  that  this  bill  levying  impost  taxes  of  25  per  cent 
of  the  Dingley  tariflf  rates  against  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise of  the  citizens  of  Puerto  Eico  is,  and  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  justice,  and  humanity  ought  to  be,  unconstitutional,  and  if 
the  bill  ever  passes  I  trust,  I  hope,  and  I  believe  the  courts  will 
declare  it  unconstitutional  and  absolutely  null  and  void. 

Mr.  RAY  of  New  York.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  a  question? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Yes;  if  it  is  not  too  long. 
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Mr.  RAY  of  New  York.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  book  which  con- 
tains a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  which  overrules  John 
Har&hall. 

Mr.  SULZER.  "Weil,  God  forbid  that  you  should  ever  overrule 
him.  [Laughter.]  John  Marshall  was  one  of  the  greatest  jurists 
that  ever  sat  on  the  bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  this  matter,  with  all  due  respect  to  my  colleague  from  New 
York  and  the  book  he  holds  in  his  hand,  I  prefer  to  follow  the 
judgment  of  John  Marshall. 

Mr.  RAY  of  New  York.  I  am  surprised  at  the  ignorance  of  gen- 
tlemen on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  some  on  this  side,  on  this 
question. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Well,  then,  I  will  say  that  no  one  is  surprised 
at  your  knowledge  of  the  law.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  And 
to  satisfy  you  I  will  now  admit  that  you  know  more  law  than  the 
Supreme  Court  ever  knew  or  ever  will  know. 

Mr.  NEVILLE.    Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  me  a  moment? 

Mr.  SULZER.    Yes;  certainly. 

Mr.  NEVILLE.  If  the  Republican  theory  is  correct,  that  the 
foreigners  pay  the  tax,  how  can  the  Republicans  claim  to  be  good 
Samaritans  and  at  the  same  time  impose  a  tax  on  the  Puerto 
Ricans? 

Mr.  SULZER.  That  is  an  ethical  question,  and  I  respectfully 
submit  it  to  my  good  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Patne].  But 
let  me  tell  you  now  that  no  Republican  will  answer  it.  [Laugh- 
ter and  applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  ChaiiTnan,  it  is  not  often  that  I  agree  with  the  President. 
In  a  political  way  we  differ  materially  in  regard  to  legislation 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  people;  but  in  regard  to  this  legisla- 
tion for  Puerto  Rico,  if  the  President  meant  what  he  said  in  his 
annual  message  to  Congress,  I  agree  with  him.  Let  me  read  what 
the  President  said  to  Congress  regarding  this  matter  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  session  of  Congress: 

It  is  our  plain  duty  to  abolisb  all  castoms  tariJSs  between  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Eico  and  give  her  products  free  access  to  our  markets. 

This  he  said  was  necessary  because  the  island — 

had  been  denied  the  principal  markets  she  had  long  enjoyed,  and  our  tariffs 
have  been  continued  against  her  products  as  when  she  was  under  Spanish 
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■orereiKiity;  that  the  markets  of  Spain  are  doeed  to  her  prodoets  except 
upon  terms  to  which  the  commerce  of  all  nations  Is  sahjected.  The  Island  of 
Cnha,  which  used  to  'buy  her  cattle  and  tobacco  without  cn5t<Hns  duties,  now 
imposes  i^e  same  duties  upon  these  products  as  from  any  other  conntzy  ea- 
tering  her  ports.  She  lus  therefore  lost  her  free  intercourse  with  Spain  and 
Cnha  without  any  compensating  benefits  in  this  market.  The  markets  of 
the  United  States  shonld  be  opened  up  to  her  products. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  War  in  taa  annual  rex>ort  nses  tbe  following 

language: 

The  highest  considerations  of  justice  and  good  faith  demandthatweshould 
not  disappoint  the  confident  erpectatkm  ot  sharing  in  our  prosperity  with 
which  the  people  of  Puerto  Bico  so  gladly  transferred  their  allegiance  to  the 
TTnited  States,  and  that  we  shonld  treat  the  interest  of  this  people  as  our 
own;  aad  I  wish  most  strongly  to  urge  that  the  customs  dntles  between 
Puerto  Kico  and  the  United  States  be  removed. 

And  as  late  as  the  19th  of  January,  the  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Oommittee,  Mr.  Patnb,  declared  by  the  introdnction 
of  House  bill  6883,  for  which  the  pending  bUl  is  offered  as  a  snb- 
stitnte,  agiunst  the  policy  of  this  bill  and  in  favor  of  free  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Pnerto  Bico. 

Now,  sir,  I  concnr  in  the  recommendations  of  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  War,  that  it  is  our  plain  duty  not  to  enact  a  tariff 
law  against  Puerto  Bico,  but  give  her  products  free  access  to  onr 
markets;  and  that  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  the  highest  con- 
siderations of  justice  and  good  faith  demand  that  we  shonld  not 
disappoint  the  confident  expectations  of  the  poor  people  of  that 
beautiful  gem  of  the  Antilles— Puerto  Bica 

If  this  bill  should  pass,  the  President  can  not  consistently  sign 
it,  if  he  were  honest  and  sincere  in  what  he  said  in  his  message  to 
Congress. 

The  overwhelming  sentin^nt  of  the  American  people  is  agmnst 
the  parage  of  this  bOl,  and  in  the  face  of  that  seniament  and  the 
President's  recommendation  to  Congress  I  would  like  some  Be- 
pubUean  to  explain  to  me  and  the  country  the  reasons  why  the 
BepuUican  majority  in  this  Honse  are  resorting  to  every  con- 
ceivable expedient  to  enact  this  outrageous  and  unjust  measure 
into  law?    [Applause  on  ihe  Democratic  sida] 

When  tills  Pnerto  Bico  tariff  bill  was  introduced,  it  abolished 
all  customs  tariffs  between  that  telaad  and  the  United  States;  but 
when  it  was  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
C<Hnmittee  it  raised  a  customs  barrier  of  25  per  «ent  against  the 
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poor  people  of  Puerto  Eico.  Why  the  change?  Did  the  Preaident 
ask  it?  Did  the  Secretary  of  War  ask  it?  Did  the  people  of  Paerto 
Rico  ask  it?  No;  absolutely  no!  The  people  of  the  island  of 
Puerto  Bico  strenuously  object  and  urgently  protest  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  President  has 
not  changed  his  mind,  although  we  know  from  experience  that 
mind  is  like  a  weather  vane,  changing  with  every  puff  of  political 
wind. 

Why,  then,  was  the  change  made?  Well,  it  is  said,  and  not  de- 
nied, that  the  majority  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  made 
this  change  at  the  request  of  the  sugar  trust,  the  tobacco  trust, 
and  the  whisky  ti-ust.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  truth  about  the 
matter. 

The  agents  of  the  trusts  dictated  this  unjust  discrimination 
against  the  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  seem  to  have  more  power 
and  more  influence  here  than  the  American  people.  You  dare  not 
disobey  the  trusts.  They  own  and  control  the  Republican  party. 
They  are  in  the  saddle  and  they  are  riding  the  Republican  party 
to  destruction.  They  make  you  sneer  at  the  will  of  the  people; 
they  make  yon  laugh  at  law  and  public  opinion;  they  make  you 
violate  the  imperative  injunctions  of  the  Constitution  in  order  to 
obey  their  selfish  dictates  of  sordid  greed. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  like  to  ask  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Payne]  ,  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  what 
he  would  do  if  the  agents  of  the  trusts  should  come  here  and  de- 
mand a  tariff  of  35  per  cent  against  the  goods  and  merchandise  of 
the  people  of  New  York,  or  the  people  of  Illinois,  or  the  people  of 
Oklahoma?  Would  he  dare  pass  a  bill  laying  tribute  on  tue  prod- 
ucts of  the  people  of  those  States?  I  think  not.  Would  such  a 
bill  be  considered  just  or  constitutional?  I  think  not.  And  yet 
would  not  such  a  bill  be  just  as  reasonable,  just  as  sensible,  and 
just  as  constitutional  as  the  bill  now  under  consideration?  I  can 
see  no  material  difference. 

The  case  seems  to  be  analogous.  As  the  Supreme  Court  has 
said,  all  impost  taxes  must  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  to-day  Puerto  Rico  is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the 
United  States  as  Alaska  or  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  my  opin- 
ion this  proposition  is  incontrovertible,  and  this  inhuman  discrim- 
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ination  against  the  poor  pDople  of  Puerto  Rico  is  a  Republican 
outrage,  an  act  of  iinparalleled  injustice,  a  shameful  protective- 
tariff  crime,  and  all  done  by  the  Republican  party  to  jilease  the 
sugar  trust,  to  placate  the  tobacco  trust,  and  to  paral3'ze  the 
struggling  industries  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Pass  this  cruel,  this  heartless  bill,  and  what  will  the  1,000,000 
starving  human  beings  in  Puerto  Rico  think  of  us?  "WUl  they  not 
wish  they  were  back  in  Spain?  Will  it  not  be  a  just  cause  for  con- 
tinued complaint?  And  will  they  not  cry  out  against  the  injus- 
tice and  truthfully  say,  in  the  words  of  the  patriot  fathers,  "No 
taxation  without  representation?"  Spain  would  never  treat  one  of 
her  colonies  as  we  now  propose  to  treat  the  poor  Puerto  Ricans. 
What  will  the  people  down  there  think  of  our  boasted  civilization 
and  of  onr  superior  free  institutions?  What  an  object  lesson  to 
the  world  this  bill  presents  of  Republican  duplicity.  Republican 
injustice,  and  Republican  subserviency  to  the  sordid  greed  of  the 
monopolistic  trusts. 

The  other  day  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenob]  ,  the 
spokesman  of  the  Administration,  said  regarding  this  bill  and  the 
islands  which  came  to  us  by  reason  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Spain: 

We  have  got  them,  and  we  are  going  to  take  care  of  them.  We  are  going 
to  make  all  the  money  out  of  the  transaction  we  can. 

That  sums  the  whole  question  up  in  a  single  sentence.  The 
Republican  party  is  going  to  make  all  the  money  out  of  the  trans- 
action it  can.  It  is  going  to  exploit  the  islands  ceded  to  us  by 
Spain  and  make  all  the  money  out  of  them  it  can.  This  is  not 
expansion;  it  is  imperialistic  piracy — the  meanest  and  most  inhu- 
man kind  of  robbery,  because  it  not  alone  beggars  the  present 
generation  but  entails  woe  and  misery  on  millions  yet  unborn, 
and  does  it  all  under  the  flag  of  the  Republic  and  in  the  name  of 
freedom  and  justice,  magnanimity  and  benevolent  assimilation. 
What  an  inspiring  spectacle  of  false  pretense  and  hypocrisy  the 
Republican  party  presents  to-day  in  its  unconstitutional  march 
to  empire! 

The  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico  are  an  intelligent,  honest,  peaceable, 
law-abiding  people.  Recently  they  were  visited  by  a  frightful 
hurricane  which  did  great  damage  to  the  property  of  the  island, 
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and  they  are  now  poor  and  sorely  distresssd.  We  should,  if  we 
are  trne  to  ourselves,  give  to  them  Instead  of  taking  from  them. 
Governor-General  Davis,  in  his  last  report  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, said: 

I  regard  free  trade  between  Puerto  Eico  and  the  United  States  as  a  neces- 
sity. 

Pass  this  bill  to  loot  them,  and  in  all  the  years  to  come  what  will 
they  thinly  of  us?  The  Republican  party  has  deprived  them  of  self- 
government  and  given  them  a  military  government.  They  have 
no  representation  here.  Under  Spanish  rule  they  were  represented 
by  twelve  representatives  and  four  senators  in  the  Spanish 
Cortes.  They  had  their  own  local  legislature  and  absolute  home 
rule.  Why,  under  the  circumstances,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  is  fair  and  just  and  decent,  should  we  now  tax  them  and  rob 
them  of  the  little  they  have?  Have  we  made  their  condition  bet- 
ter or  worse? 

Have  we  liberated  them  from  monarchical  tyranny  only  to  en- 
slave them  in  industrial  oppression?  The  poor  people  of  Puerto 
Rico  will  speak,  and  the  great  heart  of  the  Republic  will  answer 
and  respond  in  the  coming  campaign.  The  American  people  will 
never  repeat  in  the  dying  year  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
crimes  and  the  blunders  of  George  the  Third  in  the  closing  years 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  We  have  not  forgotten  our  past.  The 
spirit  of  1776  still  lives,  and  the  American  people  will  ere  long 
again  vindicate  the  immortal  principles  enunciated  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  In  the  sisterhood  of  States  there  must  be 
no  stepdaughters.  The  flag  we  all  love  must  not  be  used  as  a 
cloak  to  rob  and  oppress  our  fellow-citizens  at  the  dictation  of  the 
trusts  and  to  bolster  up  the  falling  Republican  protective  tarifE 
fallacy. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  speak  earnestly  on  this  subject.  My  sympathy 
is  with  the  struggling  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico.  I  want  to  extend 
to  them  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  under  the  folds  of  the 
American  flag  and  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  the  land  welcome  them 
into  the  Federal  Union.  I  want  to  help  them,  and  not  injure 
them.  I  want  to  save  them,  and  not  destroy  them.  I  want  them 
to  love  the  Union,  not  hate  us  and  despise  our  institutions. 

I  want  to  keep  faith  with  them  and  do  unto  them  as  we  would 
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that  others  should  do  unto  us.  The  act  you  do  to-day  is  a  crim- 
inal act  of  Republican  spoliation,  and  the  conseq^nences  will  be 
more  far-reaching  and  more  destructive  than  you  now  imagine. 
It  is  another  step  in  your  mad  march  toward  imperialism  and  the 
subversion  of  our  free  institutions.  I  protest  against  it  with  all 
the  emphasis  I  can  command,  and  I  solemnly  warn  my  country- 
men that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Republic  will  be  de- 
stroyed if  the  wrongs  and  the  usurpations  of  the  Republican 
party  are  allowed  to  go  unheeded,  unchecked,  and  unrebuked. 

The  manhood  of  this  country  must  speak  out,  the  great  con- 
science of  America  must  find  voice,  the  citizenship  of  the  Repub- 
lic must  assert  itself,  ere  it  be  too  late  and  ere  all  ia  lost.  Let  us 
be  honest,  let  us  be  fair,  let  us  be  just,  let  us  be  true  to  our  past, 
true  to  ourselves,  and  it  will  follow  like  the  night  the  day  we  can 
not  then  be  false  to  any  citizen  in  all  the  broad  domain  of  our 
great  and  glorious  Republic. 

In  the  contest  which  is  now  on  between  the  Republic  and  the 
empire  I  take  my  stand  with  the  people  against  empire  and  in 
favor  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Republic.  Ours  is  the  great  Re- 
public, the  beacon  light  of  the  world,  the  refuge  of  the  oppressed 
of  every  clime,  the  home  for  the  downtrodden  of  every  land,  and 
it  is  incumbent  and  a  sacred  and  imperative  duty  on  those  who 
are  here  and  enjoying  the  inestimable  blessings  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions to  see  to  it  that  the  Government  of  Jefferson,  of  Jackson, 
and  of  Lincoln  does  not  perish  from  the  earth.  [Loud  applause  on 
the  Democratic  side.] 
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"England  never  was  and  never  will  be  our  friend." 


SPEECH 


HON.  WM.  SULZER, 

OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


IS/IARCH   20,  1900. 


■WASHINQXON. 
I  900. 


SPEECH 


HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER. 


BKITISH  FORTIFICATIONS  ON  PACIFIC  COAST. 

Mr.  HULL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  to  report  back  a  resolution  -with  the  recommen- 
dation that  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Iowa,  Chairman  of  tho 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submits  from  that  committee  the 
following  privileged  report,  which  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  inform  the 
Honso  of  Eepresentativea  as  early  as  possible  what  fortifications  Great 
Britain  is  erecting,  coustruoting,  and  completing  along  the  northern  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  especially  at  Paget  Soand  and  other  places  on  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean  contiguous  to  the  State  of  Washington  and  the  district  of  Alaska. 

Mr.  HULL.    I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  House  resolu- 
tion 175,  report  the  same  back  to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Indorsements  1  and  2  of  the  report  of  the  War  Department  on  this  resolu- 
tion are  herewith  submitted  and  made  a  part  of  this  report. 

Mr.  HULL.    I  call  for  the  reading  of  those  two  indorsements  of 
the  War  Department,  Mr.  Speaker. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  Clerk  will  read. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

[First  indorsement.] 
Adjutant -Genedal's  Office,  Washington,  March  so,  1900. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  information  the  Department  possesses  in  this  and  like  cases  has  always 
been  held  to  be  confidential,  and  for  good  and  sufficient  reaisons  has  not  been 
made  public.  It  is  remarked,  however,  that  Great  Britain,  so  far  ivs  tho 
Department  is  informed,  is  in  no  instance  erecting  fortifications  trespassing 
upon  our  rights. 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjufant-Genercu. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Wab  Depabtmeht,  March  to,  1900. 
Respectfnlly  returned  to  Hon.  J.  A.  T.  HULij,  chairman  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives,  inviting  attention  to  the  fore- 
going report  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

G.  D.  MEIKLEJOHN,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  HULL.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  is  on  adopting  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  that  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAEEB.    The  question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  report. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.    Are  we  to  have  no  debate,  Mr.  Speaker? 

Mr.  SULZER.    I  should  like  to  have  twenty  minutes  on  a  side. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  Isnot  debafc- 
a)Se. 

Mt.  SULZER.  Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  tinftntmoTis  consent 
for  twenty  minutes  on  a  side.    This  is  an  important  matter. 

Mr.  HULL.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  object. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  Then,  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
we  demand  the  yeafi  and  nays. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Will  the  gentleman  object  to  giving  me  five 
miuutesf    I  ■want  to  explain  this  resolution  to  the  Boose. 

Mr.  HULL.  No;  I  will  not  object  to  your  having  five  minutes, 
if  the  Honse  wants  to  hear  you. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzee] 
ftsksTinanimoiiB  cons€int  to  be  heard  for  five  minutes  npon  the 
report.    Is  there  objection? 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  ^jlzeb] 
is  recognized  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  resolution  was  introduced  by 
me  in  good  faith  and  at  the  suggestion  of  patriotic  people  who 
have  more  concern  about  American  rights  than  they  have  about 
British  interests.  There  is  a  popular  demand  for  tbe  information 
called  for  in  this  resolution  and  the  War  Department  should  fur- 
nish it  to  this  House,  in  order  that  we  may  be  thoroughly  in- 
formed of  the  extent  of  Great  Britain's  operations  on  our  northern 
frontier. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  resolution  which  calls  fbr  secret  infor- 
mation, and  tbe  answer  of  the  Adjutaat-0«ieral  and  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  War  in  that  regard  is  absolutely  untenable.    All  this 
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resdlatiou  does  is  to  ask  for  such  information,  not  iscompati'faile 
wildi  the  pablic  interest,  as  the  War  Department  possesses  regard- 
ingthe  erection,  constrnction,  and  completion  of  British  fortifica- 
tions on  Paget  Sound  and  places  contiguous  to  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  district  of  Alaska.  There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  this  information  from  the  War  Department,  and 
no  one  on  the  Republican  side  of  the  House  has  been  able  to  giT» 
any  good  reason  for  this  adverse  report. 

It  is  very  strange  to  me  that  the  Republicans,  and  especially 
those  on  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  are  so  sensitive  in 
regard  to  this  resolution,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which  refers 
to  Great  Britain. 

That  part  of  the  r^ort  of  the  Adjutant-General  to  the  eSect 
that  Great  Britain  is  not  infringing  on  our  rights  is  ridiculous  in 
view  of  all  that  is  transpiring  to-day  and  which  is  pretty  generally 
known  by  the  people  of  this  country. 

We  contend,  sir,  and  the  facts  justify  it,  that  while  Great  Brit- 
ain is  pretending  to  be  our  friend  and  is  lulling  to  sleep  the  Ad- 
ministration, she  is  secretly  and  stealthily  erecting  great  fortifi- 
cations all  along  our  northern  frontier  that  can  only  mean  one 
thing. 

These  great  fortifications  are  not  being  erected  because  of  Eng- 
land's love  for  America.  They  are  being  erected  in  order  to  take 
advantage  of  us  when  we  least  expect  it.  That  is  the  truth 
about  it. 

Great  Britain's  fortifications  at  Puget  Sound  and  along  our 
northern  frontier  menace  our  Republic,  and  on  the  shortest  possi- 
ble notice  she  will  be  in  a  position  to  destroy  the  property  of  our 
people  and  lay  waste  our  towns  and  cities. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Republican  Administration  is  being 
humbugged  by  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain.  To-day  it  appears 
that  Congress  can  not  do  anything,  and  does  not  do  anything, 
without  the  consent  and  the  approval  of  Great  Britain.  Every- 
thing the  Administration  does  is  apparently  dictated  from  Down- 
ing street.  England  never  was  and  never  will  be  our  friend.  As 
Jeflferson  said,  she  will  never  be  our  friend  until  we  are  her 
master. 

This  resolution  was  adversely  reported  from  the  Committee  on 

4240 


6 

Military  Affairs  by  a  strict  party  vote.  Evei^y  Democrat  voted 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  and  every  Republican  v6ted  against  it. 
It  is  now  before  this  House,  and  we  intend  to  get  the  sense  of  the 
House  by  a  roll  call  to  ascertain  who  are  the  friends  of  America 
and  who  are  the  friends  of  Great  Britain.  The  roll  call  will  be  a 
straw  showing  which  way  the  political  wind  is  blowing. 

This  resolution  should  have  been  reported  favorably,  and  it 
should  be  passed  by  this  House.  It  is  important  that  every  mem- 
ber have  the  information  called  for  in  order  to  intelligently  vote 
on  the  military-fortifications  bill  which  was  reported  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Cannon]  . 

I  trust  the  members  of  this  House  wUl  rise  above  party  spirit 
and  vote  in  favor  of  American  rights  against  British  interests. 

The  fact  that  this  resolution  has  been  reported  adversely,  if  now 
sustained,  will  be  evidence  to  the  country  that  Great  Britain  has 
more  influence  here  than  the  American  people.  There  is  a  feel-' 
ing  abroad  in  this  land,  I  reg^ret  to  say,  that  the  Administration 
has  absolutely,  abjectly,  and  ignominiously  surrendered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  that  British  interests  are  now  paramount  to  Ameri- 
can rights. 

The  Administration  has  sacrificed  American  rights  to  British 
interests  in  Alaska.  It  has  sacrificed  American  rights  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  Hay-Pauncefote  treaty  regarding  the  Nicaragua 
Canal.  Great  Britain,  it  seems,  dominates  the  policy  of  this  we.ak, 
wobbling,  un-American  Administration,  not  only  here  but  else- 
where, and  is  now  seeking  to  entangle  us  with  her  European, 
African,  and  Asiatic  troubles. 

The  Administration  has  aided  and  helped  Great  Britain  in  every 
way  in  its  power  to  cmsh  and  destroy  our  two  brave  little  sister 
Republics  in  South  Africa.  [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 
In  fact  sir,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  undue,  collusive,  and  unfor- 
tunate haste  of  Secretary  Hay,  after  consultation,  no  doubt,  with 
Lord  Pauncefote,  and  after  being  told  what  to  do  by  Downing 
street,  regarding  mediation  in  the  South  African  war,  there  would 
have  been  a  concert  of  European  powers  offering  mediation, 
demanding  a  cessation  of  war,  and  insisting  on  peace  with  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  two  Republics  in  South  Africa. 

It  is  high  time,  in  my  judgment,  for  some  one  who  believes  in 
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American  rights,  who  believes  in  American  principlea.  and  who 
believes  in.^n^'^glories  in  onr  history  of  the  past  to  stand  np  here 
and  teU  the  truth  regarding  the  humiliating  surrender  of  American 
rights  to  British  interests  by  this  pro-English  Administration. 

We  will  get  a  vote  on  this  resolution  and  we  will  see,  and  the 
people  of  this  country  will  see,  who  are  in  favor  of  America  and 
who  are  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  who  are  in  favor  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  who  are  in  favor  of  the  Empire.  [Loud  applause  on  the 
Democratic  side.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired.  The 
question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  report. 

The  question  was  taten;  and  the  Speaker  announced  that  the 
ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  SULZER.     Division. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were— ayes  94,  noes  83. 

Mr.  SULZER  and  Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  yeas  and  nays, 
Mr.  Speaker. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  there  were— yeas  110,  nays  96, 
answered  "present "  28,  not  voting  IIG. 
4'MO 
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GOVERNMENT  FOR  THE  TERRITORY  OP  HAWAII. 

Wednesday,  April  4, 1900. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  havine  under  consideration  the  bill  (S.  iK2)  to  provide  a  govern- 
ment for  the  Territory  of  Hawaii- 
Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  bill  is  intended  to  give  a  stable  civil  gov- 
ernment to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  is  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide a  government  for  the  Territory  of  Hawaii. "  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  nearly  all  my  time  for  the  past  few  weeks  has  been  taken 
np  by  the  investigation  of  the  Idaho  mining  tronbles  now  pending 
before  the  Military  Affairs  Committee,  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
I  frankly  confess  that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  give  this 
bill  the  stndy  and  the  attention  the  importance  of  the  subject 
under  consideration  deserves.  From  a  superflcial  reading  of  the 
report  submitted  by  the  committee,  and  from  a  hasty  analysis  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  I  believe,  however,  I  can  safely  say  that 
the  bill  now  before  the  House  ia  far  from  perfect  and  can  be,  and 
ought  to  be,  materially  improved  by  amendment. 

I  am  informed  that  a  number  of  amendments  ^vill  be  offered,  and 
I  indulge  the  hope  that  before  the  bill  becomek  a  law  the  objec- 
tionable features  it  now  contains  will  be  eliminated  and  that  the 
bill  will  be  as  nearly  perfect  as  we  can  make  it  at  the  present 
time.  These  amendments  should  be  adopted;  and  if  they  are,  I 
trust  this  bill  will  pass. 

Ever  since  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United 
States  I  have  favored  granting  to  our  fellow-citizens  there  the 
very  best  form  of  Territorial  government  it  is  possible  for  Con- 
gress to  devise.  They  deserve  it;  they  are  entitled  to  it;  and 
Congress  should  have  vouchsafed  them  this  important  right  long 
ere  this.  I  favored  and  voted  for  the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  I  gave  my  reasons  for  doing  so  at  that  time.  I  am 
now,  and  always  have  been,  anxious  to  give  the  people  there  the 
best  and  the  most  libsral  kind  of  Territorial  government. 

There  is  imperative  need  of  early  enactment  of  an  organic  act 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii. 

The  joint  resolution  of  July  7, 1898,  providing  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  declares  that  the  Hawaiian  munici- 
pal laws  not  contrary  to  the  United  States  Constitution  or  incon- 
sistent with  the  terms  of  that  resolution  remain  in  force  until 
Congress  enact  laws.  It  was  nndonbtedly  expected  then  that  a 
Territorial  act  would  soon  be  passed,  and  a  bill  was  introduced 
in  each  House  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress.  But  other  matters  of 
great  national  importance  so  occupied  the  time  and  attention  of 
Congress  that  the  biU  was  not  passed. 
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Meanwhile  it  has  become  apparent  that  there  is  much  donht  of 
the  extent  of  the  power  granted  to  the  local  government  of  Hawaii 
hy  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolution,  and  in  many  important 
respects  it  has  created  something  like  an  interregnum. 

Many  doubtful  questions  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdic- 
tion have  arisen,  as  well  as  of  criminal  procedure,  rendering  it 
uncertain  whether  there  is  now  any  tribunal  for  the  decision  of 
important  questions  affecting  property  and  anjr  existing  method 
by  which  crimimils  may  he  indicted  or  legal  juries  impaneled  for 

their  trial.  .  ^    ^,i 

In  anticipation  of  Congressional  action,  the  election  to  fill  va- 
cancies in  the  Hawaiian  senate  was  not  held  last  year,  and  there 
is,  therefore,  no  l^slative  power  for  appropriating  money  for 
public  purposes. 

There  is  also  graiye  doubt  concerning  the  power  of  the  Hawaiian 
government  to  graht;  franchises  for  industrial  and  ccnnmercial 
enterprises,  or  tax  .^Iways  which  have  been  projected,  and  the 
Attomey-Generalpf  the  United  States  has  decided  that  theHar 
waiian  government  has  no  power  to  grant  or  lease  any  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  for  homesteads  or  for  any  purpose,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  treaty  of  annexation  declared  that  the  proceeds  and 
revenues  of  such  lands  should  be  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Hawaii. 

In  many  respects  the  business  affairs  of  the  Territory  are  brought 
to  a  standstill.  Many  Americans  have  bought  government  land 
since  annexation,  on  which  they  have  built  residences  and  planted 
crops,  but  their  land  titles  axe  now  in  dispute  and  can  not  be  set- 
tled until  the  passage  of  this  bill.   . 

Meanwhile  Americans  can  not  settle  in  Hawaii  on  homesteads 
or  land  bought  from  the  government,  and  a  very  desirable  class 
of  citizens  is  thereby  shut  out  of  this  new  Territory.  Th«  local 
government  is  unable  even  to  make  public  roads  over  any  part  of 
the  public  domain  of  Hawaii,  or  carry  out  plans  based  on  legisla- 
tion prior  to  annexation  for  widening  and  straightening  the  streets 
of  Honolulu. 

The  presence  in  that  city  of  the  bubonic  plague  is  calling  for 
drastic  measures  by  the  Hawaiian  authorities,  involving  the  ex- 
penditure of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  In  order  to  pro- 
vide for  these  expenditures,  and  to  compensate  the  owners  of 
buildings  which  hayo;toeen  burned  in  the  effort  to  suppress  the 
pestilence,  it  is  proper  and  just  that  a  Territorial  legislature  be 
provided  by  Congress  with  no  unnecessary  delay. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  annexation  large  num- 
bers of  Japanese  contract  laborers  have  been  brought  into  the 
.  islands,  and  delay  in  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
them  win  be  taken  advantage  of  to  increase  the  number. 

This  bill  proposes  a  Territorial  government  for  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  similar  to  that  of  the  later  Territories  of  the  United 
States— a  governor,  a  secretary,  both  appointed  by  the  President; 
a  treasurer,  attorney-general,  commissioner  of  public  lands,  com- 
missioner of  agriculture  and  forestry,  superintendent  of  public 
works,  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  auditor  and  deputy 
auditor,  surveyor,  and  high  sheriff,  appointed  by  the  governor. 

A  legislature  is  provided,  consisting  of  a  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  elected  by  the  people.  The  Territoryisto  be  rep- 
resented by  a  Delegate  in  Congress.  The  Territory  is  made  a  ju- 
dicial district  of  the  United  States,  with  a  district  court  having, 
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in  addition,  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  courts,  with  a  district 
judge,  district  attorney,  and  a  marshal  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed hy  the  President,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  Territory  is  vested  in  a  supreme  court 
and  in  inferior  courts  to  lie  established  by  the  legislature.  The 
laws  of  the  United  States  locally  applicable  are  extended  over  the 
new  Territory,  and  the  laws  of  Hawaii  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States  are  continued  in  force. 
The  Territory  is  made  a  customs  and  revenue  district  and  be- 
comes subject  to  the  tariff  laws  of  the  United  States. 

It  needs  no  argument,  it  seems  to  me,  to  convince  that  if  it  be 
possible  to  give  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  a  government  like  that  of 
the  United  States  Territories— a  government  which  has  met  the 
approval  of  Congress  and  the  American  people  since  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted  and  has  proved  itself  adapted  to  the  needs  of  a 
free  and  progressive  people— it  is  desirable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  aware  that  there  are  many  difficult  prob- 
lems to  be  solved  regarding  this  legislation  and  that  it  will  neces- 
sarily contain  many  errors  and  omissions;  but,  sir,  I  feel  confident 
the  citizens' of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  will  be  able  ultimately  to 
solve  the  problems,  and  whatever  defects  this  bill  contains  will 
soon  be  discovered  when  the  law  goes  into  operation,  and  time 
and  experience  and  subseqnentlegislation  will  correct  and  remedy 
them.  The  all-important  thing  for  us  to  do  now,  and  do  promptly, 
is  to  give  the  people  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  Territorial  govern- 
ment, and  the  best,  the  freest,  and  the  most  liberal  Territorial 
government  the  combined  wisdom  and  judgment  of  Congress  can 
devise.  I  am  in  favor  of  home  rule  and  absolute  local  self- 
government  for  our  TeiTitories. 

And,  sir,  I  desire  to  say  in  this  connection  that  what  we  do  for 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii  we  should  also  do  for  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Puerto  Rico.  There  should  be  no  self- 
ish distinction — no  sordid  discrimination.  A  citizen  of  Hawaii 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  citizen  of  Puerto  Rico  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  just  as  much  as  a  citizen  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  or  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York;  they 
are  all  citizens  of  the  great  Republic,  free  and  independent,  aud 
under  the  dome  of  the  Union  sky,  protected  by  the  flag  of  our 
country,  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  to  all  the  benefits,  to 
all  the  privileges,  and  to  all  the  immunities  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. This  is  our  plain  duty,  the  imperative  mandate  of  the 
hour,  and  for  anyone  or  any  party  to  seriously  contend  to  the 
contrary  is  preposterous  and  in  the  end  will  be  as  unwise  as  it  is 
nnjust,  as  inhuman  as  it  is  indefensible,  and  as  un-American  as 
it  is  unconstitutional. 

Any  departure,  in  my  judgment,  by  Congress  from  the  well- 
settled,  the  successful,  the  time-honored,  and  the  constitutional 
policy  of  the  Republic  regarding  the  government  of  our  territorial 
possessions  will  be  fraught  with  much  danger  to  our  free  institu- 
tions and  will  be  a  step  forward  in  the  contemplated  programme  of 
imperialism.  I  am  opposed  to  any  plan  or  any  policy  repugnant  to 
or  in  any  way  antagonistic  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our 
national  existence.  The  Constitution  is  my  guide,  and  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  the  lamp  that  illumines  my  path.  I  am 
opposed  to  Injustice,  to  militarism,  to  imperialism,  and  to  indus- 
trial slavery  here  or  anywhere  else,  at  home  or  in  our  islands  of 
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the  sea;  and  wherevwtmr  flag  floats,  in  the  Pacific  or  intheAUm- 
ttc,  in  tbe  States  or  in  tb«  Territories,  I  want  the  CcaMrtitution  to 
toe  there,  guaianteeing  to  CTery  hunaii  being  liberty,  equality, 
justice,  and  every  right  of  an  American  citiaen.  [Ap^anse  on 
the  Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  all  I  desire  to  say  at  tida  time  regaardnos 
the  provisions  of  tiiis  bOl,  I  shall  vote  fox  the  amwidments,  and 
if  they  be  adopted,  I  shall  vote  for  this  hilL  Bat  in  cMinection 
with  my  lemarls  on  ttiis  matter  and  some  remarks  I  made  a  shott 
time  ago  I  "wish  to  print  ini  the  EsoaED  some  data  in  TBlation 
thereto  that  may  be  of  interest  to^some  of  the  thiniaag  people  of 
this  country. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Scl- 
z£b]  asks  nimnimons  consent  to  print  in  tbe  Rscobd  some  data 
in  connection  wi&  liis  remarks.  Is  thtxe  objection?  [After  a 
pansa]    Tba  Chahf -hears  none. 

HON.  W.  J.  SSTAN  'eW  nrPBBIAMBM— TElTraBBON  VS.  mPEBlAtlSH. 

The  advwates  of  impjsptalism  have  BOitg-Iit  to  Bnpport  tlialr  po^<Son  by  ai>- 
pcalinK  to  the  authori^irf  Jefferson.  Of  all  the  Btatesmen  who  hare  ever 
lived  Jefferson  was  the'  one  most  hostile  to  the  doctrines  emhodied  in  Uie 
demand  for  a  Etiropeaii.ocdcetaisl  poUoy. 

ImpeTialSKB  as  it  now  presents  itselt  embrftces  four  distinct  propositions: 

1.  That  the  aoqaisitiop,  of  territory  bjr  conqoest  is  right. 

2.  That  thea»quisiUon  of  remote  territcffy  is  desiraole. 

3.  That  the  doctrine  that  goTemments  derive  tihfilr  just  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  ffovemed  is  unsoQnd. 

4.  That  peoiSe  can  be  wisely  governed  by  aliens. 

To  all  these  propositions  Jefferson  was  emphatically  apposed.  In  a  letter 
to  William  Short,  written  in  1791,  he  said: 

"  It  there  be  one  principle  more  deeply  written  iiian  «ay  other  in  the  mi&d 
of  every  American,  It  is  that  we  shoald  nave  ncfthtng  to  ■ao  with  conquest." 

Could  he  he  mcare  explicit?  Here  we  have  a  clear  and  Btronsr  denunciation 
of  the  doctrine  that  territory  should  be  acqnired  by  force.  If  it  is  said  that 
we  have  outgrown  the  ideas  of  the  fathers,  it  may  he  ohoerved  that  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  Jefferson  was  reiteHiteia  only  a  few  years  ago  by  no  less 
«  Republican  than  James  Q.  Blaine.  All  remember  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  he  entered  into  the  work  of  bring^g  the  republics  ot  North  and  South 
America  into  close  and  cordial  relations.  Some,  however,  msyhave  forgotten 
the  resolutjoss  introduced  by  him  at  the  conference  held  in  Urn,  and  approved 
by  the  commissioners  present.   They  are  as  follows: 

":?irst.  That  the  priscipile  oit  conquest  ^aU  not  daring  the  continuance  of 
the  treaty  of  arbitration  be  recognized  as  admissible  under  American  pabHii: 
law.  ■    - 

"  Second.  Hiat  all  cessions  of  iierritory  made  during  the  continuance  d 
the  iareaty  (^  arlutratisn  Siall  be  void  if  made  under  threats  ot  war  or  in  the 
presence  of  an  armed  fta^,  ' 

"Third.  Any  nation  &«ytH  which  such  cessions  shall  be  exacted  mayde- 
jnand  that  the  validity  <9  the  ceasions  £0  made  shaQ  be  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion. : 

"■  Fourth.  Any  remmciatiDii  of  the  Trfght  to  arbitraiaon  made  under  the 
conditions  naioed  in  the  second  section  shall  be  nu31  and  void." 

If  tbe  principle  of  conqiiest  is  right,  why  should  it  be  denied  a  place  in 
American  public  law?  So  objectionable  ig  the  tiieory  of  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory by  conquest  that  the  nation  which  suffers  such  injustice  can,  ao- 
cording  to  the  resolutions,  recover  by  arbitration  the  land  ceded  in  tJiepres- 
enceef  an  armed  force.  13o  abborrentti  it  that  a  waiver  of  arbitration  made 
under  sii(di  circumstances  is  null  and  void.  While  the  reeolatlons  were  only 
for  the  consideration  of  the  American  repDhlios,  tlieiatnfapie  therein  stated 
can  not  be  limited  by  laljtnde  or  loiteitDae. 

Bat  this  is  a  time  of  great  uid  rapid  cdianges,  and  some  vaa,YevfXi.laBk  upon 
Blaine's  official  acts  as  ancient  lustory. 

If  so,  let  it  be  rememhered  that  President  McEtnley  only  a  year  ago  <De- 
cember  6, 1SS7),  in  a  message  to  Congress  discussing  the  Cuban  sttntftionjeaid: 

"I  speak  not  of  forcible  annexation,  {(^tliatlBnottohethoughtat.  That, 
by  our  code  of  morality,  would  be  criminal agsres^on." 

And  yet  some  are  now  thinking  of  that  which  was  then  "not  tol»  thought 
TSt."  Policy  may  change,  but  doesa"codeor  maraBty"<*angef  InhisTe- 
cent  Epeech  at  Savanoah  Secretary  Ci«ga,  In  deteading  the  new  poUey  -of  the 
Adxninistr&tiiai,  suggested  that  '^pbiUmtlircfpy  andiSper  offiDt^msygoliaBd 
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in  hand.  Snrely  wo  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth,  if  in  so  short  a 
time  craninal  aggression "  can  bo  transformed  into  "philanthropy  and  6 
per  cent."  What  Dean ty,  what  riches,  the  isles  of  the  Pacific  mnat  possess  if 
they  can  teim>t  onr  people  to  abandon  not  only  the  traditions  of  a  century, 
pnt  our  standard  of  national  morality  I  What  visions  of  national  greatness 
the  Philippines  mnst  arouse  if  the  very  sight  of  them  can  lead  our  country  to 
vie  with  the  monarchies  of  the  Old  World  In  the  extension  of  sovereignty  by 
force.  . 

Jefferson  has  been  called  an  expansionist,  but  our  opponents  will  search  in 
vain  for  a  single  instance  where  he  advocated  the  acquisition  of  remote  terri- 
tory. On  the  contrary,  he  expresslydlsclaimsd  any  desire  for  land  outside 
of  the  North  American  continent.  That  he  looked  forward  to  the  annexation 
of  Cuba  is  weU  known,  but  in  a  letter  to  President  Monroe,  dated  June  23, 
1823,  he  suggested  that  we  shonld  be  in  readiness  to  receive  Cuba  "  when 
solicited  by  herself."  To  him  Cuba  wasdesirable  onlv  because  of  the  island's 
close  proximity  to  the  United  States.  Thinking  thot'some  one  might  use  the 
annexation  of  Cuba  as  a  precedent  for  indefinite  expansion,  he  s2d,  in  a  let- 
ter to  President  Madison,  dated  April  27, 1809: 

"  It  will  be  objected  to  onr  receiving  Cuba  that  no  limit  can  then  be  drawn 
to  our  future  acquisitions,"  but,  he  added,  "Cuba  can  be  defended  by  ns 
without  a  navy,  and  this  develops  the  principle  which  ought  to  limit  our 
views.  Nothing  should  ever  be  accepted  which  would  require  a  navy  to  de- 
fend it."  -H  J 

In  the  same  letter,  speaking  of  the  possible  acquisition  of  that  island,  he 
said: 

"  I  would  immediately  erect  a  colnmn  on  the  sonthemmost  limit  of  Cuba 
and  inscribe  on  it  a  ne  plus  ultra  as  to  us  in  that  direction." 

It  may  be  argued  that  Jefferson  was  wrong  in  asserting  that  we  should 
confine  our  possessions  to  the  North  American  continent,  but  certainly  no 
one  can  truthfully  quote  him  as  an  authority  for  excursions  into  the  Eastern 
Hemisphere.  If  he  was  unwilling  to  go  farther  south  than  Cuba,  even  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  would  he  bO  likely  to  look  with  favor  upon  colonies  in 
the  Orient? 

If  the  authority  of  Jefferson  can  not  be  Invoked  to  support  the  acquisition 
of  remote  territory,  much  less  can  his  great  name  be  used  to  excuse  a  colo- 
nial policy  which  denies  to  the  people  the  right  to  govern  themselves.  When 
he  suggested  an  inscription  for  his  monument,  he  did  not  enumerate  the 
honors  which  he  had  received,  though  no  American  had  been  more  highly 
honored;  he  only  asked  to  be  remembered  for  what  he  had  done,  and  he 
named  the  writing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  as  the  greatest  of  his 
deeds.  In  that  memorable  document  be  declared  it  a  self-evident  truth  that 
governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 
The  defense  and  development  of  that  doctrine  was  his  special  care.  His 
writings  abound  with  expressions  showing  his  devotion  to  that  doctrine  and 
his  solicitude  for  it. 

He  preached  it  in  the  enthusiasm  of  his  youth;  he  reiterated  it  when  he 
reached  the  age  of  maturity;  he  crowned  it  with  benedictions  in  his  old  age. 
Who  will  say  that,  if  living,  he  would  jeopardize  it  to-day  by  ingrafting  upon 
it  the  doctrine  of  government  by  external  force? 

t>  Upon  the  fourth  proposition  Jefferson  is  no  less  explicit.  Now,  when 
some  are  suggesting  the  wisdom  of  a  military  government  for  the  Philip- 
pines, or  a  colonial  system  such  as  England  administers  in  India,  it  will  not 
be  ont  of  place  to  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  Jefferson  viewed  the  inability 
of  aliens  to  prescribe  laws  and  administer  government.  In  1817  a  French 
society  was  formed  for  the  pnrpose  of  settling  npon  a  tract  of  land  near  the 
Tombigbee  Biver.  Jefferson  was  invited  to  formulate  laws  and  regulations 
for  the  society.  On  the  16th  of  Jannary  of  that  year  he  wrote  from  Monti- 
cello  expressing  his  high  appreciation  of  the  confidence  expressed  in  him,  but 
declining  to  undertake  the  task.  The  reasons  he  gave  are  well  worth  consid- 
ering at  this  time.    After  wishing  them  great  happhiess  in  their  nndertaking, 

"  The  laws,  however,  which  must  effect  this  mnst  flow  from  their  own 
habits,  their  own  feelings,  and  the  resources -of  their  own  minds.  No  stran- 
ger to  these  could  possibly  propose  regulations  adapted  to  them.  Every  peo- 
ple have  their  own  particnlar  nabiia,  ways  of  thinking,  manners,  etc.,  which 
have  grown  up  with  them  from  their  infancy,  are  become  a  part  of  their 
nature,  and  to  which  the  regulations  which  are  to  make  them  happy  must  be 
accommodated.  No  member  of  a  foreign  country  con  have  a  snBlcrent  sympa- 
thy with  these.  The  Institntions  of  Lycnrgns,  for  example,  would  not  have 
snited  Athens,  nor  those  of  Solon,  Lacedcemon.  The  organizations  of  Locke 
were  impracticable  for  Carolina,  and  those  of  Bosseau  for  Poland.  Turning 
inwardly  on  myself  from  these  eminent  illnstrations  of  the  truth  of  my  ob- 
servations, I  feel  all  the  presumption  it  would  manifest  should  I  undertake 
to  do  what  this  respectable  society  is  alone  qualified  to  do  suitably  for  itself. " 

The  alien  may  possess  greater  intoiligence  and  greater  strength,  but  he 
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lacks  the  Bympathy  for,  and  the  identjflfatioa  with, -the  peoide.  W«  tov« 
only  to  iBciD.  the  erleraaces  enumecated  in  the  Decdsratioii  at  Isd^endeaioe 
to  learn  how  an  ocean  may  dilate  jostlee  and  how  £be  C17  ot  liie  oppressed 
can  be  Htlenced  bydiatance.  And  y^  the  inhabitants  (d  the  odonlee  were  the 
descendants  of  Englishmen— blood  of  their  blood  asd  boras  ui  Huir  bone. 
Shan  we  be  more  considerate  <^  enbjects  farther  awajr  from  as,  and  diSer- 
iag  from  us  in  color,  race,  and  tong^ie,  than  the  Faiglmhv^M ot  Mtstr own 
oltspringT 

Uodest  JefCersonl  He  had  been  fOTemor,  ambassador  to  Fxaiioe,  Vice- 
President,  and  President;  he  wasrlpelnexperiesoesnd  crowned  with  hon- 
ors; bat  this  modem  lawgiver,  this  imraonal  genios,  hesitated  to  saggest 
laws  for  a  peoj^e  with  whose  hscdts,.cnstonis,aQa  methods  ot  liionght  he  was 
imfamiliar.  And  yet  the  imperialists  of  to-day;  intozicsfaed  by  a  taste  of 
blood,  are  rash  enough  to  enter  npon  Hie  government  of  tto  FiBpinoe,  Dm- 
fident  of  the  nation's  ability  to  compel  obedience,  even  if  it  ciui  noteam  grat- 
itude or  win  affiection,  Flatareh  said  that  men  entertained  three  sentiments 
concerning  the  ancient  gods:  They  feared  them  for  their  strong^  admired 
them  for  their  wisdom,  and  loved  them  for  their  jof^ice.  J^erson  tsajgsbt 
the  doctrine  that  gDversments  slioald  win  the  love  of  men.  What  r^alibe 
the  ambition  of  oar  nation;  to  be  loved  becaose  it  is  jast  or  to  be  feared  be- 
cause it  is  strong? 


THE  LATE  EICHARD  PARKS  BLAKD. 

Saturday,  April  7, 1900. 

The  House  having  nnder  consideration  the  following  resolutions: 

^* Resolved^  That  the  bnsiness  of  the  House  be  now  suspended  in  or6»T  that 
Bnitafole  tribute  may  l>e  i»aid  to  the  high  character  and  eminent  public  serv- 
ices of  the  Hon.  BiCHiotD  Pakes  Blasd,  late  a  most  tUstinguiahed  memlwr 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  tiie  United  States  from  the  Stjute  of  Mis- 
souri 

''Retoltxd,  That  as  a  mark  of  reject  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased  the 
House,  at  the  conclusion  of  these  memorial  exercises,  ^all  stand  adjourned. 

**  Resol'ved,  Thatthe  Clerk  of  the  House  transmit  a  copy  of  tliese  resolutions 
to  theXamily  of  the  deceased  statesman  and  inform  the  Senate  of  the  action 
of  this  body" — 

Mr.  SULZEB  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  With  all  that  has  been  bo  ^oquently  and  so  af- 
fectionately said  here  to-day  regarding  tiie  life  and  character  of 
the  late  Richard  P.  Bland  I  concur,  and  I  wonld  not  Tx  tme  to 
myself  and  to  my  friendship  and  admiration  for  him  if  I  did  not 
on  this  sad  occasion  place  on  record  my  humblo  tribabe  to  his 
memory. 

For  years  Mr.  Bland  has  been  a  prominent  national  fignre  and 
hjfi  name  a  boofiehtfld  word.  He  3md  friends  and  f oUowers  and 
admirers  in  eTary  haml^  and  eyery  State  in  the  Union.  His  un- 
timely death  was  a  sad  and  terrible  shock  to  us  all,  and  to  his 
conntry  an  irretrievable  loss.  When  he  died,  the  -wbole  nation 
mourned  and  sympathized  with  his  bereaved  family,  and  the  Re- 
pnHic  lost  as  true  and  sincere  a  patriot  aa  ever  lived.  He  was  a 
true  man,  a  friend  of  the  plain  people,  generous  axid  forgivii^, 
sincere  and  patiiotac,  honest  and  tmthfnl,  zealons  and  indefati- 
gable in  the  cause  of  right  and  justice.  For  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury he  was  a  towering  pillar  of  the  Republic  The  w&rk  he  did 
SB  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  country,  and  it  is  fitting  and  proper 
tiiat  his  colleagues  in  this  House  should  set  aside  a  day  to  jnstly 
commemorate  bis  name  ajid  fame.  As  the  ytars  come  and  go  he 
will  be  better  understood  and  [more  appreciated.  Posterity  will 
give  him  a,  higgler  place  in  the  Temple  of  Fame,  and  future  gen- 
erations will  pay  Mb  memory  greater  homage. 

BiCHAED  Parks  Bland  was  bom  near  Hartford,  Ky.,  on  the 
l^h  day  of  Angust,  1835,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Lebanon,  Ma., 
on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1899.  He  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion.   He  was  an  unwearied  student  and  an  apt  scholar.    In  1835 
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he  removed  to  Missouri  and  shortly  thereafter  to  California,  thence 
to  that  portion  of  Utah  now  Nevada,  locating  in  Virgfinia  City, 
'Where  he  practiced  law  for  a  time.  He  was  interested  in  mining 
operations  in  California  and  Nevada;  was  connty  treasurer  of 
Carson  Connty,  Utah  Territx>ry,  from  1860  until  the  organization 
of  the  State  government  of  Nevada;  returned  to  Missouri  in  1865; 
located  at  BoUa,  Mo.,  and  practiced  law  with  his  brother,  C.  C. 
Bland,  until  he  removed  to  Lebanon,  in  August,  1869,  and  con- 
tinued his  practice  there;  was  elected  to  the  Forty- third,  Forty- 
fourth,  Forty-fifth,  Forty-sixth,  Forty-seventh,  Forty-eighth, 
Forty-ninth,  Fiftieth,  Fifty-first,  Fifty-second,  Fifty-third,  Fifty- 
fifth,  and  Fifty-sixth  Congresses. 

The  work  he  did'  for  the  toilers  of  the  land  and  the  beneficent 
results  he  accomplished  for  struggling  humanity  during  his  long 
career  as  a  member  of  this  House  must  ever  be  a  part  of  the  im- 
I^erishable  history  of  the  country,  and  the  future  historian  impar- 
tially writing  the  legislative  story  of  the  last  twenty-five  years  of 
the  American  Congress  will  place  him  in  the  front  rank  of  con- 
structive statesmen.  That  record  is  the  heritage  he  left  his  coun- 
trymen and  will  be  for  all  time  to  come  the  monument  of  his 
undying  fame.  It  stands  for  absolute  truth,  exact  justice,  eter- 
nal principles,  equality  before  the  law,  and  equal  rights  for  all. 

He  was  no  respecter  of  persons,  no  hero  worshiper.  He  believed 
in  humanity  and  trusted  the  people.  He  had  faith  in  the  great- 
ness and  the  endurance  of  the  Kepublic,  and  battled  all  his  life 
to  perpetuate  our  free  institutions  and  hand  them  down  unim- 
paired to  future  generations.  He  was  a  plain,  simple  man  who 
loved  his  fellow-man.  He  was  a  believer  in  the  fundamental 
principles  that  constitute  our  national  existence  and  he  trod  the 
path  of  the  patriot  fathers.  He  was  a  disciple  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  struggled  to  keep  the  Government  pure  and  in  the  control  of 
the  people.  He  turned  his  back  on  caste,  combated  privilege,  and 
was  the  relentless  foe  of  monopoly.  He  was  a  unique  man  in 
manyways.  Hisnaturewaswithoutguile;  he  hated  cant,  spurned 
pretense,  and  despised  hypocrisy.  He  was  the  friend  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  no  argument,  no  sophistry,  could  persuade  him  from 
the  path  of  duty.  He  did  his  works  bravely  and  fearlessly  in  the 
face  of  obstacles  that  would  appall  a  weaker  and  a  more  timid 
man. 

In  the  great  battle  for  the  people's  rights  he  never  wearied,  and 
the  marshaled  hosto  of  error  never  conquered  him.  Year  in  and 
year  out  he  fought  the  good  fight;  he  kept  the  faith.  He  lived 
truly,  he  thought  truly,  and  he  spoke  truly.  His  life  was  as  placid 
as  a  summer  stream,  and  made  him  loved  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  words  uttered  here  for  the  defenseless  were  always  respect- 
fully listened  to  by  admiring  friends  and  doubting  opponents,  and 
were  read  and  reread  by  innumerable  millions.  He  spoke  the 
truth  for  the  countless  who  were  robbed  and  oppressed  for  the 
enrichment  and  the  benefit  of  the  few,  and  he  knew  the  truth 
would  ultimately  triumph  and  that  his  efforts  for  the  rights  of 
the  people  would  sooner  or  later  be  crowned  with  success. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  thought 

Shall  the  worWs  great  famine  feed; 
Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  thine 

Shall  be  a  fruitful  seed; 
Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 

A  grand  and  noble  creed. 

Such  a  man  was  Richard  Parks  Bland — a  truly  great,  a  truly 
good,  a  truly  honest  man  in  all  things. 

1441 
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The  great  and  immortal  truths  he  uttered  were  not  uttered  in 
vain.  They  have  borne  and  will  continue  to  bear  abundant  fruit. 
His  cause  will  live,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  principles  he  contended  for  will  be  written  on  the  statute 
books  of  America,  an  everlasting  monument  to  his  wisdom,  his 
foresight,  and  his  unerring  judgment.  The  martyr  dies;  the 
cause  survives.  Man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  but  his  works  live 
after  him. 

Mr.  Bland  was  a  faithful  public  servant.  He  never  betrayed 
a  friend,  a  trust,  or  a  principle.  He  always  fought  fair  and  open 
and  aboveboard.  He  never  resorted  to  trickery,  to  device,  or  to 
chicanery.  He  had  no  tricks  of  speech.  He  was  a  plain,  blunt 
man,  who  never  used  words  to  conceal  thoughts.  He  told  the 
truth  and  told  it  in  the  simplest  and  most  direct  way.  He  went 
to  the  root  of  tha  subject.  His  heart  was  in  all  he  did,  in  all  he 
said,  and  he  was  great  and  eloquent  and  impressive  because  he 
was  simple,  honest,  and  sincere,  and  every  word  he  uttered  had 
the  genuine  ring  of  truth.  He  never  despaired.  He  had  the  rec- 
titude and  patience  of  the  rocks,  the  hope  of  the  stream  rushing 
to  meet  the  ocean,  the  fidelity  of  the  sun. 

He  believed  in  equal  opportunity,  encouraged  worth,  applauded 
manly  effort,  and  wanted  man  to  be  free  and  stand  erect.  He  was 
a  great  commoner;  he  sympathized  with  those  who  toil  and  strug- 
gle; he  believed  in  the  love  of  home,  the  sanctity  of  the  hearth- 
side,  and  his  great  responsive  heart  went  out  to  comfort  the  sad, 
the  sorrowing,  and  the  disconsolate.  He  was  the  foe  of  tyranny, 
the  enemy  of  bigotry,  the  eternal  adversary  of  oppression.  He 
was  the  champion  of  the  masses,  the  friend  of  the  downtrodden, 
the  pioneer  and  the  leader  of  the  reform  forces  of  the  Republic 
against  the  serried  ranks  of  the  predatory  classes. 

Humanity  was  his  constituency,  to  do  good  his  political  creed. 
He  stood  for  the  weak  against  the  strong,  for  the  lowly  against 
the  powerful,  for  the  oppressed  against  the  oppressor,  for  the 
right  against  the  wrong,  'for  truth  against  error,  for  every  cause 
that  lacked  assistance,  and,  above  all  and  beyond  all,  he  stood,  in 
all  places  and  at  all  times,  for  the  rights  of  man.  When  he  died 
a  great  tree  in  the  forests  of  the  people  fell  and  a  great  light  in  the 
Republic  went  out.  We  who  follow  after  him,  imbued  with  his 
noble  example  and  inspired  by  his  civic  virtues,  will  heroically 
take  up  his  burden,  push  forward  his  cause,  and  continue  his  fight 
until  the  battle  is  won  and  the  mighty  principles  he  contended  for 
are  forever  triumphant.  I  believe  if  he  were  here  to-day  this 
■would  be  his  message,  his  wish  to  us,  and  that  he  would  say  to  all 
as  the  poetess  of  America  has  so  truly  said  to  the  world: 

Let  those  who  have  failed  take  courage. 

Though  the  enemy  seemed  to  have  won. 
Though  his  ranks  are  strong,  if  he  be  in  tlie  wrong. 

The  battle  is  not  yet  done. 
For  sure  as  the  morning  follows 

The  darkest  hour  of  the  night. 
No  question  is  ever  settled 

Until  it  is  settled  right. 

O  man  bowed  down  with  labor, 

O  woman  young,  yet  old, 
O  heart  oppressed  in  the  toiler^s  breast 

And  crushed  by  the  power  of  gold. 
Keep  on  with  your  weary  battle 

Against  triumphant  might. 
No  question  is  ever  settled 

Until  it  is  settled  right. 

ua 
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ELECTION  OF  SENATORS  BY  THE  PEOPLE. 

TImrsday,  April  IS,  1900, 

The  House  having  under  consideration  Eonse  joint  resolution  No.  28,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  proTidmg  for  the  election  of  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  joint  resolution  now  before  the  Honse  and 
under  discosaion  proiwses  to  amend  the  Constitntion  so  that  Sen- 
ators in  Congress  shall  be  elected  directly  by  the  people.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  people  electing  United  States  Senators.  Ever  since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Honse  I  have  worked  faithfully  to 
bring  about  this  desirable  reform,  I  introduced  this  joint  resolu- 
tion in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  I  introduced  it  in  the  Fifty-fifth 
Congress,  and  I  reintroduced  it  the  first  day  of  this  Congress.  It 
passed  this  House  by  an  almost  unanimous  Vote  in  the  last  Con- 
gress, but  failed  to  pass  the  Senate.  For  years,  in  Congress  and 
out  of  Congress,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  Thave  favored,  dis- 
cussed, and  agitated  this  proposition.  I  believe  it  is  right,  I  know 
the  people  favor  it,  and  I  hope  every  member  of  this  House  vrill 
now  vote  for  it.  The  people  all  over  this  country  demand  this 
change  in  the  Constitution  and  appeal  to  us  to  pass  this  resolution 
to  give  them  this  right. 

This  api)eal  is  not  sectional,  nor  is  it  partisan.  It  reaches  us 
from  all  sections  and  from  the  different  political  parties  with  a 
degree  of  unanimity  quite  surprising  and  unaccountable,  if  not 
guided  and  impelled  by  a  sense  of  righteous  indignation,  aroused 
by  reports  and  accusations  of  alleged  methods  sometimes  em- 
ployed by  gentlemen  whose  ambitions  lead  them  to  seek  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  We  can  well  afford,  indeed,  as 
their  representatives  it  is  our  bounden  duty,  to  respect  the  wishes 
and  do  the  will  of  the  people  and  give  them  a  uniform  law  allow- 
ing them  by  direct  vote  to  elect  their  Senators. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  action  in  passing  this  resolution  will 
be  useless  and  a  waste  of  time,  for  the  reason  that  the  Senators 
will  never  consent  to  a  change  in  the  mode  of  their  selection. 
That  may  be  true  in  regard  to  some  of  the  Senators,  but  I  know  it 
is  not  true  in  regard  to  all  of  them.  Many  of  "them  favor  this 
change  and  will  advocate  it.  I  know  also  thirt  this  resolution  may 
fail  this  time,  as  it  has  failed  to  pass  the  Senate  before,  but  those 
who  believe  in  this  change  wUl  not  give  up  the  struggle  to  bring 
it  about,  and  sooner  or  later  it  will  be  adopted. 

If  a  majority  of  Senators  oppose  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
in  this  Congress  and,  from  personal  motives,  mistaken  ideas,  or 
narrow-minded  views,  vote  it  down,  the  agitaiaon  of  the  people  for 
this  change  will  not  cease,  but  will  become  more  pronounced  and 
more  determined  until  there  is  a  Senate  that  will  respond  to  their 
wishes  and  enact  legislation  that  will  give  the  people  the  right  to 
elect  their  United  States  Senators  as  well  as  their  Eepresentatives 
in  Congress.  Do  not  be  deceived;  make  no  mistake.  This  reform 
is  growing  more  i>opnlar  every  year  and  is  destined  to  come  in  the 
near  future.  I  trust  it  will  come  this  year  and  that  the  Senate 
wOl  concur  in  the  judgment  of  this  Honse  before  this  Congress 
adjourns. 

In  recent  years  there  h.ns  been  much  scandal  in  several  States 
regarding  the  election  of  United  States  Senators  by  the  State  legis. 
latures.  These  scandalous  elections  are  becoming  more  flagrant 
an 
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and  more  f  reqnent.  The  adoption  of  this  amendment  will  prevent 
corruption,  stop  scandals,  and  to  a  great  extent  eliminate  the  temp- 
tation to  gerrymander  for  partisan  purposes. 

Let  me  say  to  this  House  that  this  legislative  gerrymandering 
has  been  carried  further  by  the  Republican  party  in  my  own  State 
of  New  York  than  perhaps  any  other  State  in  the  TTnion.  In  the 
State  of  New  York,  under  the  present  outrageous  Republican  ap- 
portionment, the  people  can  not  secure  a  Democratic  legislature 
unless  the  Democratic  party  carries  the  State  by  at  least  a  plural- 
ity of  100,003  votes. 

The  Republicans  in  their  partisanship  went  so  far  that  they 
wrote  in  our  State  constitution  a  provision  that  no  matter  what 
the  population  of  Greater  New  York  should  be,  no  matter  if  it 
were  twice  as  large  as  the  population  in  the  rest  of  the  State,  the 
city  of  Greater  New  York  should  never  have  more  than  one-half 
the  members  in  the  uppsr  branch  of  oar  State  legislature. 

I  believe  the  change  in  our  Federal  Constitution  sought  to  be 
made  by  this  resolution  will  almost  entirely  prevent  these  unfair 
and  outrageous  apportionments  and  at  the  same  time  give  the 
poor  man  the  same  opportunity  under  the  law  as  the  wealthy  one 
to  submit  his  cause  and  his  candidacy  to  the  arbitration  of  the 
people  for  the  high  and  honorable  office  of  a  Senator  in  Congress. 

I  favor  this  change  in  the  Constitution,  as  I  shall  every  other 
that  will  restore  the  Government  to  the  control  of  the  people.  I 
want  the  people,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  theory,  to  rule  this  great 
Republic  and  the  Government  to  be  directly  responsible  and  im- 
mediately responsive  to  their  will.  I  believe  in  the  people,  and  I 
trust  the  people.  In  my  judgment,  the  people  can  and  ought  to  be 
trusted. 

If  the  people  can  not  be  trusted,  if  they  can  be  corrupted,  coerced, 
influenced,  or  intimidated,  then  representative  government  is  a 
failure  and  the  free  institutions  of  the  Republic  are  doomed.  We 
must  rely  on  the  people,  and  wa  should  legislate  at  all  times  in 
their  interest. 

With  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution  it  will 
be  impossible  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  vacancies 
that  are  now  too  frequent  in  the  Senate  and  occupy  the  time  and 
attention  of  that  body  would  never  occur. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  rapidly  growing  sentiment  all  over 
the  country  in  favor  of  this  change  in  the  mode  of  electing  Sena- 
tors in  Congress.  It  is  a  most  important  question  to  the  people, 
and  the  Senate  will  make  a  sad  mistake  if  it  attempts  to  ignore  it. 

The  legislatures  of  thirty-four  States  have  formally  indorsed 
this  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  I  firmly  believe, 
if  the  Senate  will  now  pass  it,  that  every  State  in  the  Union  will 
speedily  ratify  it,  and  it  will  become  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  The  people  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  any  at- 
tempt to  thwart  their  will  in  securing  this  reform  will  only  hasten 
its  consummation. 

I  am  opposed  to  delegating  away  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
where  they  have  been  delegated  I  would  restore  them  to  the  peo- 
ple. For  one  hundred  years  and  more  the  distrust  of  the  people 
by  some  of  the  founders  of  the  Republic,  as  embodied  in  our  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  has  stood  as  fixed  and  immutable  as  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  the  Persians. 

I  am  a  friend  of  the  Constitution  and  share  in  the  patriotic  sen- 
timent which  ^  prompt  to  challenge  almost  every  proposition  to 
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araend  it.  Bnt,  sir,  I  sincerely  believe  the  man  who  ■wonld  boldly 
point  ont  the  defects  in  onr  great  Magna  Charta  and  honestly 
seek  to  remedy  them  is  a  better  friend  of  the  Constitution  than  he 
•who  will  not  see  its  faults,  or,  seeing  them,  endeavors  to  justify 
them  from  motives  of  mistaken  zeal. 

The  right  to  elect  United  States  Senators  by  the  people  is  a  step 
in  advance  and  in  the  right  direction.  I  hope  it  will  speedily  be 
brought  about.  It  is  the  right  kind  of  reform,  in  the  interest  of 
the  many  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people,  and  its  accomplish- 
ment will  keep  the  Government  nearer  the  masses  and  herald  a 
better  and  a  brighter  day  in.  the  onward  march  of  the  Republic. 
[Applause.] 


SYMPATHY  FOR  THE  BOEKS. 

May  7, 1900. 
Mr.  SULZEE.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  passing  the  following  resolution,  which  I  send  to  the 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  is  out  of 
order.  The  Journal  has  not  been  approved.  Without  objection, 
the  Journal  will  be  considered  as  approved,  [After  a  i>au3e.] 
The  Chair  hears  none. 

THE  TWELFTH  CENSUS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  bill  H.  R.  10896,  an 
act  relating  to  the  Twelfth  and  subsequent  censuses,  and  giving 
the  Director  thereof  additional  power  to  print  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes,  with  Senate  amendments. 

The  Senate  amendments  were  read. 

Mr.  RUSSELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  Senate  amendments. 

The  njotion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bingham  was  recognized. 

Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  thought  I  had  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  was  not  rec- 
ognized. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  understood  that  I  had  the  Boor  and  would  be 
recognized  as  soon  as  the  Journal  was  approV.ed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Now'York  was  not  rec- 
ognized, and  the  Chair  may  as  well  state  that.the  Chair  will  recog- 
nize no  gentleman  unless  he  has  some  knowledge  of  what  is  going 
to  be  called  up. 

Mr.  SULZER.    I  would  like  to  have  the  resolution  read. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  has  not  been  recognized. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  for  the  present  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (S.  3537)  to  grant  authority  to  change  the 
name  of  the  steamship  Paris, 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.    Is  there  objection? 

Mr.  SULZER.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Speaker 

The  SPEAKER.    For  what  purpose  does  the  gentteman  rise? 
Mr.  SULZER.     I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  moving  a  suspension  of 
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the  rules,  this  being  suspension  day,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  a 
resolution  sympathizing  with  the  patriotic  Boers  ia  their  struggle 
to  maintain  their  freedom  and  independence. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  declines  to  recognize  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  at  this  time. 

Mr.  SULZER.    Does  the  Chair  refuse  to  recognize  me  be- 


The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  is  out  of  order, 

Mr.SULZER  (continuing).  The  Speaker  is  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution? 

The  SPEAKER,  The  gentleman  will  take  his  seat;  the  gentle- 
man is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Speaker.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  gentleman  will  state  it. 

Mr.  SULZER.  My  parliamentary  inquiry  is,  Have  I  no  rights 
on  the  floor  of  this  House,  as  a  member,  to  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  on  suspension  day? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  not  making  a  parliamentary 
inquiry.  The  Chair  must  exercise  bis  duty  to  this  House  and 
recognize  members  upon  matters  which  the  Chair  thinks  should 
be  considered. 

Mr.  MIBRS  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  yield  five  minutes 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  measure  now  before  the  House 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union,  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  it  and  shall  vote  for  the  bill.  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and 
always  will  be  a  friend  of  the  men  who  saved  the  Union,  and  I 
shall  always  favor  the  most  liberal  pension  legislation  in  the  in- 
terest of  our  heroic  soldiers,  their  widows,  and  their  orphans.  I 
would  make  the  pension  roll  a  roll  of  honor  to  the  friends  of  lib- 
erty and  the  brave  defenders  of  our  national  existence.  All  glory, 
I  say,  to  the  brave  men  who  fought  for  freedom  in  the  dark  hours 
from  1861  to  1865. 

And,  sir,  in  this  connection  I  want  to  say  all  honor  and  all 
glory  to  the  brave  men  who  are  now  fighting  for  freedom  and  re- 
publican institutions  on  the  veldts  of  South  Africa.  [Applause 
on  the  Democratic  side.]  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  favor  of 
the  Boers.  I  want  the  liberty-loving  iieople  of  this  country  to 
know  why  ofiScial  America  refuses  to  sympathize  with  them  in 
their  struggle  to  maintain  their  independence.  You  Republicans 
stand  up  here  and  talk  of  freedom,  of  liberty,  and  about  patriot- 
ism, but  you  dare  not  pass  a  resolution  through  this  House  ex- 
tending sympathy  to  the  liberty-loving  and  patriotic  Boers  of 
South  Africa.  Official  America  sneezes  when  Downing  street 
takes  snuff.  Republicans,  I  dare  you  to  permit  this  resolution  in 
fsrvor  of  the  Boers  to  come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  WHEELER  of  Kentucky.  WiU  the  gentleman  allow  me  a 
question? 

Mr.  SULZER.    I  have  only  five  minutes. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore  (Mr.  Capron).  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  declines  to  yield. 

Mr.  SULZER.  This  morning — this  being  suspension  day  and 
the  motion  being  in  order — in  accordance' with  the  rules,  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  rights  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  we  watch  with  deep  and  abiding  interest  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  South  African  Bepnblics,  and,  with  fall  determina- 
Uil 
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tion  to  maintaio  a  proper  neutrality  between  the  contending  forces,  we  can 
not  withhold  onr  sympathv  from  the  struggling;  people  of  the  EepuUica,  and 
It  Is  our  earnest  desire  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  its 
friendly  ofSces  offered  to  both  powers,  may  assist  In  bringing  the  war  to  a 
speedy  conclusion  in  a,  manner  honorable  to  both  Great  Britain  and  the  Afri- 
can Bepublics. 

Now,  sir,  the  Speaker,  In  violation  of  the  Rules  of  this  House 
and  contrary  to  all  parliamentary  precedents,  arbitrarily  rnled  my 
motion  to  snspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  resolution  as  out  of  order, 
and  ordered  me  to  take  my  seat.  His  action,  as  witnessed  here 
this  morning,  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  Republican  party  is 
opposed  to  the  Boers  in  their  struggle  to  maintain  their  freedom 
and  independence  and  is  in  secret  sympathy  with  the  Empire  of 
Great  Britain  in  its  cruel,  predatory,  and  rapacious  war  to  devas- 
tate and  exterminate  the  two  little  Republics  of  South  Africa. 
The  Speaker  says  he  will  not  recognize  a  member  of  this  House 
unless  he  knows  in  advance  the  purpose  for  which  the  member 
rises.  If  his  position  is  right,  then  he  is  theiHouse,  and  repre- 
sentative government  is  a  farce;    I  protest  against  it. 

Sir,  actions  speak  louder  than  words;  and  the  action  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  White  House,  in  the  Senate,  and  in  this 
House  of  Representatives  proves,  if  it  proves  anjrthing,  that  the 
President  and  the  Republican  party  are  opposed  to  the  Boers  and 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  I  read  in  a  New  York  newspaper  the 
remarks  of  Mr,  Webster  Davis,  made  to  a  New  York  audience  last 
night,  in  which  he  said  that  President  McKlinley  is  a  patriot  and 
a  grand  American  and  was  opposed  to  the  robbery  and  the  mur- 
der Great  Britain  was  carrjdng  on  in  South  Africa,  and  that  the 
President  would  do  his  duty. 

I  challenge  that  statement.  It  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
facts  and  the  record.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  absolutely  inconsistent 
with  the  truth.  The  Administration  is  not  patriotic;  it  is  not 
American.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  doing  all  that  it  can  to  suppress 
the  honest  expression  of  opinion  in  this  representative  body  re- 
garding the  war  in  iSouth  Africa.  Nine-tenths  of  the  American 
people  are  in  sympathy  with  the  Boers,  and  tbey  want  Congress  to 
pass  a  resolution  sympathizing  with  them  in  their  heroic  struggle, 
but  the  Administration  refuses  to  permit  Congress  to  express  its 
opinion. 

The  Administration  is  doing  all  it  can  againatthe  South  African 
Republics.  It  is  doing  all  it  can  in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  If  it 
were  a  patriotic  Administration,  if  it  were  truly  representative  of 
American  sentiment,  it  would  have  followed  the  precedents  of  a 
century  and  extended  its  sympathy  long  ago  to  the  Boers.  We 
sympathized  with  Poland,  with  Hungary,  with  Greece,  with  Ar- 
menia, with  all  the  South  American  Republics,  with  Cuba.  Many 
we  helped.  Why,  1  ask  in  the  name  of  all  these  precedents,  in  the 
name  of  all  our"  glorious  past,  do  we  refuse  to  sympathize  with 
the  Boers? 

Is  it  because  England  dominates  the  McKinley  Administration? 
Is  it  because  the  Republican  party  has  surrendered  American 
rights  to  British  interests?  Is  it  because,  ofacially,  American 
sentiment  is  dead?  This  morning  when  the  Speaker  told  me  that 
he  would  not  recognize  me,  that  he  would  not  permit  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  I  offered,  what  a  spectacle  he  presented! 
I  felt  sorry  for  him.  No  doubt  he  was  simply  obeying  his  orders 
from  the  White  House  or  from  Mark  Hanna;  but  it  is  a  spectacle 
that  should  make  every  friend  of  representative  government  blush 
with  shame. 
1441 
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Jnst  a  word  more.  In  my  jndgment  Congress  shotQd  act. 
Now  is  the  time  to  do  something.  America  should  do  its  dnty 
and  do  it  at  once.  We  must  not  wait.  We  should  respond  to 
the  overwhelming  sentiment  of  the  country  and  pass  a  resolution 
extending  our  sympathy  to  our  two  brave  little  sister  Republics  of 
South  Africa.  The  Boer  peace  commissioners  are  on. the  way 
here,  and  if  we  did  this  now  we  would  not  only  be  doing  bur  duty, 
but  what  a  grand  welcome  the  news  would  be  to  them,  and  how 
it  would  enthuse  and  encourage  their  struggling  compatriots  in 
South  Africa.     (Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  has 
expired. 
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SPEECH 


-OF- 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER 


The  House  having  under  conaideration  the  joint  resolution  (H.  J.  Rea.  138)  proposing  an 
.-amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — 


Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker  :  In  my  judgment  the  trust 
•Question  is  one  of  the  most  important  is- 
:sues  in  American  politics.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  is  right  on  this  question  and 
against  the  trusts,  and  the  Republican 
party  is  wrong  on  the  issue  and  in  favor 
of  the  trusts. 

The  Republican  party  is  insincere  in 
the  position  it  now  assumes  for  party 
ipurposes  and  political  advantage.  The 
present  attitude  of  the  Republican  party 
■on  the  trust  issue,  lilse  its  past,  is  too 
flimsy  and  too  transparent  to  deceive  any- 
one. The  Republican  party  has  been  in 
,  power  for  nearly  four  years  and  it  has 
vdone  nothing  against  the  trusts. 

The  Republican  Attorney-General, 
tflothed  with  ample  power,  has  failed  and 
refused  to  prosecute  the  trusts  and  monop- 
olies. Why  did  he  not  enforce  the  law 
now  on  the  statute  books? 

The  law  now  on  the  statute  books 
against  tru.sts  is  clear  and  plain,  and  the 
highest  court  in  the  land  has  passed  on 
its  validity  and  sustained  the  constitu- 
tionality of  Us  provisions.    The  anti-trust 


act  of  1890  declares  that  every  contract 
or  combination  in  the  nature  of  a  trust 
in  restraint  of  trade  and  comiherce  among 
the  several  States  and  Teritories  or  with 
foreign  nations  is  a  conspiracy,  illegal  and 
void,  and  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Under  this  anti-trust  act  it  seems  to 
me  every  trust  in  the  United  States  can 
be  prosecuted  for  violation  of  law,  the 
charter  annulled,  and  the  men  behind  it 
punished  for  conspiracy.  Every  trust  by 
its  very  nature  is  in  restraint  of  trade 
and  commerce  and  in  violation  of  this 
law. 

If  you  will  read  the  anti-trust  act  of 
1890  and  the  decisions  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  in  the  trans-Mississippi 
freight  case,  the  Addyston  Pipe  Line  ease 
and  the  National  Securities  case  the  con- 
clusion will  be  irresistible  to  the  logical 
mind  that  the  fault  is  not  so  much  with 
the  law  as  it  is  with  the  men  who  are 
sworn  to  enforce  the  law. 

The  law,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  all  right — 
the  do-nothing  Attorney-General  is  all 
wrong.    The   imperative  mandate   of   the 


day  Is,  "Enforce  tUe  law  and  every  trust 
in  the  country  will  dissolve."  Whenever 
the  trusts  have  been  brought  before  the 
courts  and  their  true  character  shown, 
they  have  been  declared  illegal. 

In  my  opinion — and  I  say  so  advisedly 
— the  Department  of  Justice,  under  the 
present  law,  can  institute  and  successfully 
maintain  actions  against  every  trust 
doing  business  in  the  United  States.  The 
law  is  clear  and  plain,  and  the  facts  are 
within  the  knowledge  of  all  and  too  ob- 
vious for  controversy. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  unthinking 
persons  that  there  are  good  trusts  and 
bad  trusts ;  that  we  should  applaud  and 
commend  the  good  trusts  and  denounce 
and  condemn  the  bad  trusts. 

Under  the  law  this  specious  argument 
is  untenable,  and  the  men  who  make  it 
are  the  hired  attorneys  and  the  special 
pleaders  for  the  trusts,  or  they  are  fa- 
cetious fellows  poking  fun  at  the  victims. 

Under  the  law  of  our  country  trusts 
ore  criminal,  and  there  is  no  distinction 
between  a  so-called  good  trust  and  a  so- 
called  bad  trust — between  a  big  trust  and 
a  little  trust.  Every  trust  is  contrary  to 
both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  he  law. 
To  seriously  contend  otherwise  as  a  legal 
proposition  would  be  preposterous.  If  we 
did  so,  by  analogy,  we  might  as  consis- 
tently assert  that  there  were  good  pirates 
and  bad  pirates.  If  robbery  is  criminal, 
it  is  immaterial,  so  far  as  the  crime  is 
concerned,  whether  the  robbery  is  a  big 
one  or  a  little  one.  The  violation  of  law 
is  the  same. 

Under  the  last  Democratic  Administra- 
tion there  were  a  number  of  suits  insti- 
tuted against  trusts  by  the  Democratic 
Attorney-General,  and  carried  to  a  suc- 
cessful determination.  If  you  say  the 
anti-trust  act  is  not  effective  against 
tmsts  and  monopolies  in  restraint  of  trade 
between  the  States  and  Territories,  I  point 
to  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Su- 


preme Court  in  the  Addyston  Pipe  Line 
case  and  the  Trans-Missotu*!  freight  case. 

Those  two  decisions  demonstrate  con- 
clusively that  If  the  Republican  Attorney- 
General  had  done  his  sworn  duty  most  of 
the  great  trusts  which  have  been  orga- 
nized since  the  Republican  party  has  been 
in  control  of  the  Government  would  not 
now  be  robbing  the  people,  but  would  be 
out  of  business. 

You  pretend  now  for  political  purposes 
that  you  are  against  trusts.  Do  you  sup- 
pose anybody  believes  it?  Do  you  suppose 
that  you  can  humbug  the  i>eople  in  regard 
to  your  position  on  trusts?  You  know  and 
I  know,  and  every  other  Intelligent  man 
in  this  country  knows,  that  the  Republican 
party  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
trusts. 

Right  here  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  now, 
always  have  been,  and  always  will  be 
unalterably  opposed  to  trusts,  monopolies, 
and  combinations.  Every  since  I  have  been 
in  Congress  I  have  been  fighting  trusts, 
but  if  I  had  my  way  now,  you  would  not 
fool  the  people  with  this  kind  of  cheap- 
John  trust  politics. 

To-day  about  two  hundred  trusts  con- 
trol, wholly  or  In  large  part,  every  con- 
ceivable product  and  industry  of  the  coun- 
try. 

These  gigantic  conspiracies  and  combina- 
tions called  trusts  constitute,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, the  greatest  and  the  gravest  menace 
at  the  presen  time  to  our  democratic  insti- 
tutions. They  control  the  supply,  monopo- 
lize the  product,  and  dictate  the  price  of 
almost  every  necessary  of  life.  They  force 
out  of  legitimate  employment  every  year 
thousands  and  thousands  of  honest  tollers. 
They  limit  production,  enhance  prices,  re- 
duce wages,  and  arbitrarily  write  the 
terms  of  their  own  contracts. 

They  destroy  successful  competition, 
paralyze  honest  industr.v,  assassinate 
struggling  labor,  and  hold  the  consumers 


of  our  country  in  their  monopolistic  grasp. 
They  leyy  tribute,  like  robber  barons  of 
old,  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
the  Republic.  They  blight  the  poor  man's 
home,  darken  the  hearthside  of  bis  chil- 
dren, clond  the  star  of  yonth's  legitimate 
hope,  and  destroy  equal  opportunity.  They 
control  State  and  national  legislation,  es- 
cape taxation,  and  evade  the  just  burdens 
of  the  Government,  while  their  agents  con- 
struct and  maintain  tarlCFs  to  suit  their 
selfish  ends  and  greedy  purposes.  They 
imperil  trafiSc,  stagnate  trade,  regulate  for- 
eign and  interstate  commerce,  declare 
quarterly  dividends  on  watered  stock,  and 
make  fortunes  every  year  by  robbing  the 
people. 

Their  tyrannical  power,  rapid  growth, 
and  centralization  of  wealth  is  the  marvel 
of  recent  times  and  the  saddest  commen- 
tary the  future  historian  will  make  on  our 
legislative  history.  They  practically  own, 
run,  and  control  the  Government,  and  defy 
prosecution  for  violation  of  law.  If  their 
power  of  concentration  and  centralization 
is  not  speedily  checked,  and  they  go  on  for 
another  quarter  of  a  century  like  they 
have  in  the  past  few  years,  I  believe  our 
free  institutions  will  be  destroyed,  and  in- 
stead of  a  government  of  the  people,  by 
the  people,  and  for  the  people,  we  will 
have  a  government  of  the  trusts,  by  the 
trusts,  and  for  the  trusts. 

How  much  longer  will  the  people  con- 
sent to  be  robbed  and  submissively  per- 
mit a  continuation  of  this  outrage?  The 
trusts  have  their  being  and  grow  by  spe- 
cial legislation ;  they  live  and  wax  fat  by 
governmental  favoritism. 

All  legislation  bestowing  special  benefits 
on  the  few  is  unjust  and  against  the 
masses  and  for  the  classes.  It  has  gone  on 
until  less  than  8  per  cent  of  the  people 


own  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the 
wealth  of  our  country.  It  has  been  truly 
said  that  monarchies  are  destroyed  by 
poverty  and  republics  by  wealth.  If  the 
greatest  republic  the  world  has  ever  seen 
Is  destroyed.  It  will  fall  by  this  vicious 
system  of  robbing  the  many  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  few. 

The  total  population  of  the  United 
States  is  about  80,000,000.  The  total  ag- 
gregate wealth  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  statistics  that  can  be 
procured,  is  estimated  at  about  $80,000,000,- 
000,  and  it  appears,  and  no  doubt  much 
to  the  surprise  of  many,  that  out  of  a 
total  population  of  80,000,000  less  than 
25,000  persons  in  the  United  States  own 
more  than  one-half  of  the  entire  aggre- 
gate wealth  of  the  land.  And  this  has  all 
been  brought  about  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  by  combinations  and  conspir- 
acies called  trusts  fostered  by  special  legis- 
lation and  nurtured  by  political  favorit- 
ism. 

The  centralization  of  wealth  '  in  the 
hands  of  the  few  by  the  robbery  of  the 
many  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury has  been  simply  enormous  and  the 
facts  and  figures  are  appalling.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  entire  wealth  of  our  land 
appears  to  be  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people, 
and  the  number  of  persons  consOtuting 
the  minority  grows  smaller  and  smaller 
every  year.  Impartial  students  of  these 
startling  facts  and  statistics  can  hardly 
escape  the  irresistible  conclusion  that  a 
conspiracy  .  exists,  and  has  existed  for 
some  time,  to  convert  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  into  a  powerful  oli- 
garchy of  wealth  consisting  of  a  few 
thousand  multi-millionaires  who  will  own 
and  control  all  the  other  people. 


"In  my  judgment,  no  man  in  this  country  ought   to  be   compelled 
to  work  more  than  eight  hours  a  day." 

{From  speech  in  favor  of  Eigfit-Hour  Bill.) 


EXTRACTS  FROM  SPEECHES 


.OF.. 


WM.  SULZER 


Member  of  Congress  from  New  York  City,  in  the  House 

of  Representatives  during  the  54th,  55th 

56th  and  57th  Congresses. 


Compiled  from  tfie  Congressional  Record. 


"I  stand  for  the  rights  of  the  toilers,  and  will  do  all  in   my  power 
to  advance  their  interests." 

{JPfOfM  Speech  in  favor  of  Labor  Arbitrc^lion  Bill.) 


THE     RECORD     SPEAKS     FOR     ITSELF- 


The  Record  Shows  Mr.  Sulzer  is  Opposed  to  Trusts,  Monopolies. 

and  Plutocracy. 


"To-day  the  great  trusts  of  the  country  are  practically  supreme.  Many  of  then* 
are  so  intrenched  in  power  that  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  above  the  law 
and  no  longer  amenable  to  legislative  action.  The  crying  evil  of  the  times  is  the 
power  and  the  sway  of  the  trusts.  They  endanger  not  only  our  free  institutions 
but  our  free  men.  The  battle  cry  of  the  Democratic  party  should  be,  'The  trusts 
must  go !' 

"To-day  about  200  trusts  control,  wholly,  or  in  large  part,  every  conceivable  pro- 
duct and  industry  of  the  country. 

"These  gigantic  combinations  constitute,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  menace  at 
the  present  time  to  our  democratic  institutions.  They  control  the  supply,  monopolize 
the  product,  and  dictate  the  price  of  every  necessary  of  life.  They  force  out  of  le- 
gitimate employment  thousands  upon  thousands  of  honest  toilers.  They  enhance 
prices,  reduce  wages,  and  write  the  terms  of  their  own  contracts.  They  destroy  com- 
'petition,  paralyze  opportunity,  assassinate  labor,  and  hold  the  consumers  of  our 
country  in  their  monopolistic  grasp.  They  levy  tribute  on  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  Republic.  They  blight  the  poor  man's  home,  darken  the 
hearthside  of  his  children,  cloud  the  star  of  legitimate  hope,  and  destroy  equal  op- 
portunity. They  control  legislation,  escape  taxatio-,  and  evade  the  just  burdens  of 
government,  while  their  agents  construct  and  maintain  tariffs  to  suit  their  selfish 
ends  and  greedy  purposes.  They  imperil  trade,  stagnate  industry,  regulate  foreign 
and  interstate  commerce,  declare  quarterly  dividends  on  watered  stocks  and  make 
fortunes  every  year  out  of  the  people.  Their  tyrannical  power,  rapid  growth,  and 
centralization  of  wealth  are  the  marvel  of  recent  times  and  the  saddest  commentary 
on  our  legislative  history.  Prior  to  the  Civil  War  there  was  not  a  trust  in  the  coun- 
try, except  the  United  States  Bank  trust,  which  Jackson  killed. 

"They  practically  own,  run  and  control  the  Government  to-day,  and  defy  suc- 
cessful prosecution  for  violation  of  law.  If  their  power  of  centralization  is  not 
speedily  checked,  and  they  go  on  for  another  quarter  of  a  century  like  they  have  in 
the  past  few  years,  I  believe  our  free  institutions  will  be  destroyed,  and  instead  of 
a  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  we  will  have  a  gov- 
ernment of  the  trusts,  by  the  trusts,  and  for  the  trusts." — From  the  Congressional 
Record  June  5,  1900. 


He  Favors  Electing  United  States  Senators  by  a  Direct  Vote  of  the  People* 

"The  right  to  elect  United  States  Senators  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  is  a 
step  in  advance  and  in  the  right  direction.  I  hope  it  will  speedily  be  brought  about 
It  is  the  right  kind  of  reform,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  succeeded  by  others,  until  this 
Government  becomes  indeed  the  greatest,  the  best,  and  the  freest  government  the 
world  has  ever  seen,  where  the  will  of  the  people  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land. 

m        *        *        *        * 

"1  favor  this  change  in  the  Constitution,  as  I  shall  every  other  that  will  restore  the 
Government  to  the  control  of  the  people.  I  want  the  people,  in  fact  as  well  as  in 
theory,  to  rule  this  great  republic  and  the  Government  to  be  directly  responsible  and 
immediately  responsive  to  their  will.  And  in  this  way,  as  Abraham  Lincoln  said, 
will  the  republic  live  and  the  Government  of  the  people  never  perish  from  the  earth." 

*        *        *        *  .     * 

"I  am  opposd  to  delegating  away  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  where  they  have 
Been  delegated  I  would  restore  them  to  the  people." 


"I  am  a  Democrat  of  the  Jefferson  school.  I  trust  the  people,  and  I  believe  in 
the  people.  I  believe  with  him  that  governments  derive  their  just  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed.  In  this  matter  under  discussion  I  want  to  restore  to  the 
people  the  right  now  delegated  to  the  legislatures  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
so  that  the  Senate  as  well  as  this  House  will  be  directly  responsible  to  the  people, 
and"  the  Government  become  more  and  more  a  pure  democracy,  where  brains,  fitness, 
honesty,  ability,  experience,  and  capacity,  and  not  wealth  alone,  shall  be  the  true 
qualifications  for  the  upper  branch  of  the  Federal  Legislature." 


"In  my  judgment  the  people  can  and  ought  to  be  trusted.    If  the  people  cannot  be 
trusted,  then  free  government  is  a  failure  and  our  institutions  are  doomed." 


See  Congressional  Record  55th  Congress,  2d  Session. 

***** 

Mr,  Sulzer  is  Now,  Always  Has  Been,  and  Always  Will  Be,  the  Friend 

of  the  Wage  Earners. 

Prom  speech  in  favor  of  the  Bight  Hour  Law. 

***** 

"In  my  judgment,  no  man  in  this  country  ought  to  be  compelled  to  work  more 

than  eight  hours  a  day." 

***** 

"We  want  fewer  idle  men  and  more  work  in  this  country." 

***** 

"I  want  to  say  that  I  am  a  friend  of  the  wage-earner.  I  want  to  see,  and  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  all  shall  see,  an  eight-hour  law  all  over  the  land 
and  rigidly  enforced  in  every  State,  every  city,  every  town,  and  every  village  in  the 
country.  I  believe  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  laborer,  advantageous  to  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lives,  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Government.  Too  long  hours 
make  the  wage-earner  a  poor  workman.  Shorter  hours,  in  my  opinion,  will  pro- 
duce better  results." 

***** 

"I  am  and  always  have  been  an  advocate  of  shorter  hours  for  a  legal-working  day. 
The  history  of  the  past  teaches  us  that  every  reduction  in  the  hours  constituting  a 
da/s  work  has  resulted  beneficially-' 

***** 

"These  reductions  in  the  hours  of  labor  have  decreased  intemperance,  increased 
knowledge,  made  better  homes,  happier  and  better  clothed  wives  and  children, 
brighter  and  more  prosperous  firesides,  and  in  every  way  benefitted  the  social  rela- 
tions, promoted  happiness  and  contentment,  and  improved  the  moral,  economical, 
and  financial  condition  of  the  producing  masses  of  our  land." 

***** 

See  Congressional  Record,  55th  Congress,  2d  Session. 

***** 

Mr.  Suizer  on  Taxation, 

"Protection  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  price  of  labor.  Capital  buys  labor  as 
cheaply  as  it  can.    Wages  are  regulated  by  the  inexorable  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
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Whenever  you  find  two  employers  looking  for  one  workman  wages  will  be  high,  and 
whenever  you  find  two  workmen  looking  for  one  employer  wages  will  be  low." 


"The  Democratic  party  stands  for  a  fair,  just,  and  equitable  revenue  system,  a 
tariff  for  revenue  that  will  support  the  Government,  economically  administered,  with 
equal  justice  to  all  and  favoritism  to  none,  having  a  jealous  care  for  our  farmers 
and  toilers." 


See  Congressional  Record,  $4th  Congress,  2d  Session. 


Mr.  Sulzer  Against  Special  Legislation. 

"We  should  legislate  for  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  country,  and  not  for  the 
interests  of  any  one  section  of  the  country,  or  for  the  advantage  of  the  trusts,  the 
monopolies,  the  syndicates,  and  the  manufacturers." 


Prom  speech  in  Congress,  March  31,  1897.    See  Record  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Sulzer  Stands  for  the  People. 


"In  the  conflict  which  is  now  on  I  want  to  see  the  people  win  and  the  Government 
of  the  republic  restored  to  them,  to  be  wisely,  honestly,  and  economically  adminis- 
tered, not  for  the  advantage  of  the  few,  but  for  the  benefit  of  all." 


See  Record  55th  Congress,  2d  Session. 


"The  centralization  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  few  by  the  robbery  of  the  many 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  simply  enormous,  and  the  facts  and 
figures  are  appalling.  Three-quarters  of  the  entire  wealth  of  our  land  appears  to  be 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people,  and  the  number 
of  persons  constituting  that  minority  grows  smaller  and  smaller  every  year.  Th- 
legislative  schemes  which  have  been  most  favored  for  checking  this  growing  central- 
ization of  wealth  are  generally  the  most  delusive  and  the  most  impotent. 


From  speech  in  Congress,  February  18,  iJ 


Mr.  Sulzer  Sounds  a  Note  of  Warning. 

"My  sympathies  are  all  with  the  poor,  the  oppressed,  and  the  unfortunate.  My 
heart  goes  out  to  those  who  toil  and  struggle  and  fail.  I  know  in  the  long  race  of 
life's  tempestuous  battle  only  the  few  win,  that  the  many  lose  heart,  become  discour- 
aged, and  give  up  the  fight  in  hopeless  despair." 


From  speech  in  Congress,  February'  li,  18 
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He  Speaks  for  the  Volunteers. 

***** 

"I  believe  in  the  citizen  soldiery  of  our  land.  I  take  a  deep  interest  in  their  wel- 
fare, and  in  so  far  as  1  can  I  shall  always  maintain  their  rights.  The  history  of  our 
eountry  in  time  of  war  demonstrates  that  there  are  no  better  soldiers,  l  hey  are 
brave,  patriotic  and  intelligent.  They  come  from  the  professions,  from  the  work- 
shops, from  the  counting  rooms,  from  the  mills,  from  the  mines,  and  from  the  fields. 
There  are  no  better  fighters  than  those  who  come  from  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
people.  These  volunteers  constitute  the  great  patriotic  army  of  our  country.  They 
are  no  hirelings,  no  mercenaries;  they  fight  for  the  defense  of  home  and  country, 
for  principle  and  glory,  for  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man.  In  time  of  peace,  they 
follow  their  usual  trades,  professions  and  occupations.  They  do  not  menace  our 
liberties  or  the  stability  of  our  free  institutions.  In  time  of  war  they  constitute 
an  army  of  intelligent,  well-drilled  soldiers  as  large  as  any  army  in  the  world.  In  a 
republic  like  ours  a  great  standing  army  in  time  of  oeace  is  useless,  expensive  and 
dangerous.  In  time  of  trouble  we  should  and  we  must  rely  upon  the  volunteer  forces, 
of  the  country."     *     *     * 


From  speech  on  Volunteers  in  House  of  Representatives,  April  7,  1898. 

Opposed  to  the  Banking  Trust, 

"I  am  opposed  to  the  Government  delegating  away  its  powers  to  the  national 
banks.  In  my  judgment  they  already  possess  entirely  too  much  power.  They  are 
doing  precisely  to-day,  only  to  a  greater  extent,  what  the  United  States  Bank  did  in 
the  days  of  Andrew  Jackson.  The  right  to  coin  and  issue  money  is  one  of  the  great- 
est prerogatives  of  the  Republic  and  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  its  sovereignty. 
It  should  not  be  delegated,  transferred,  assigned,  or  set  over  to  any  national  bank, 
to  any  trust,  or  to  any  monopoly.  We  should  resist  the  encroachments  of  national 
banks  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  with  the  same  zeal  and  the  same  courage  that 
Andrew  Jackson  resisted  the  audacious  claims  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  his  day. 
And  when  the  national  banks  impudently  declare  that  the  Government  should  go  out 
of  the  banking  business,  we  should  answer  that  the  banks  should  and  must  go  out  of 
tne  governing  business. 

"In  Jackson's  day  there  was  only  one  Nick  Biddle.  To-day  there  is  a  Nick  Biddle 
in  every  national  bank  in  the  land. 


See  Congressional  Record,  June  5,  1900. 

***** 

The  Record  Shows  Mr.  Sulzer  is  the  Friend  of  the  Plain  People,  and 
Stands  for  Eqtial  Rights  to  All,  Special  Privileges  to  None. 

From  speech  in  favor  of  Labor  Arbitration  Bill. 


"I  shall  vote  for  any  bill  that  will,  in  my  judgment,  benefit,  as  I  believethis  bill 
will,  the  labor  organizations  throughout  the  United  States. 

"The  labor  organizations  represented  here  by  their  delegates  favor  this  bill  and 
want  it  to  pass.  I  am  guided  largely  by  their  wishes,  for  I  have  always  found  them 
honest,  intelligent,  fearless,  and  efficient. 

"1  believe  they  know  what  they  want,  and  I  think  we  should  accede  to  their  wishes 
in  this  matter.    They  hope  and  believe  this  bill  will  do  some  good." 
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"There  is  one  thing  this  bill  does  that  I  like,  and  that  is,  it  recognizes  by  law  for 
the  first  time,  I  believe,  organized  labor  and  its  rights." 


"Let  me  say,  what  many  of  you  know,  that  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be  a  friend  of  organized  labor.  I  stand  for  the  rights  of  the  toilers,  the 
workers  and  the  masses,  and  in  my  humble  way  will  always  do  all  in  my  power  to 
advance  their  interests  and  protect  their  privileges." 


"If  you  really  want  to  do  something  for  the  working  people  in  this  country,  why 
do  you  not  take  up  and  pass  the  labor-commission  bill,  the  eight-hour  law,  the  bill 
to  tax  out  of  existence  the  sweating  shops,  the  bill  to  prevent  prison-made  goods 
from  being  sold  outside  of  the  State  in  which  they  are  made,  and  several  other  bills 
demanded  by  organized  labor  all  over  the  country  and  really  in  their  interest  and 
for  their  benefit?" 


See  Congressional  Record,  55th  Congress,  3d  Session. 

***** 

A  Friend  of  the  Letter  Carriers. 


'"How  poorly,  how  miserably  the  letter  carriers  are  paid!  Under  the  present  law 
they  do  not,  and  can  not,  earn  enough,  no  matter  how  long  they  have  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Government  or  how  many  hours  a  day  they  labor,  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together.  And  what  do  they  get?  A  mere  pittance  a  month  that  is  not  enough 
to  economically  support  one  man.  It  is  a  disgrace,  a  crying  shame.  Many  of  these 
letter  carriers  have  wives  and  children — little  homes — and  these  wives  and  children 
in  many  cases  are  to-day  in  want. 


"These  men  are  the  most  efficient,  the  hardest  worked  in  all  the  country's  service, 
and  the  poorest  paid.  The  letter  carriers  of  the  land  are  compelled  to  toil  day  in 
and  day  out — in  sunshine  and  in  storm,  in  winter  and  in  summer,  in  all  kinds  of 
weather — sometimes  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  taking  all  other  em- 
ployes in  the  various  departments  of  the  Federal  Government  as  a  basis  for  com- 
parison, it  can  not  be  denied  that  the  letter  carriers  render  the  most  and  the  hardest 
work  for  the  smallest  remuneration.  Let  us  be  just  to  these  honest,  hard-working 
faithful  men." 

***** 

See  Congressional  Record,  February  19,  1902. 


Compelled  the  Continued  Lighting  of  Liberty  Light. 

***** 

"On  the  1st  day  of  March,  this  year,  by  order  of  the  Light-House  Board,  Liberty 
light,  on'Bedloe's  Island,  in  the  Harbor  of  New  York,  was  extinguished.  Just  why 
the  Light-House  Board  issued  that  order  I  know  not,  and  no  one  whom  I  have 
talked  to  about  it  has  been  able  to  give  to  me  a  satisfactory  explanation.  In  my  opin- 
ion there  is  no  good  reason  for  that  order.  The  light  from  Liberty's  torch  should 
not  be  put  out  It  is  essential  to  commerce,  but  more  than  tihat,  it  represents  a  pa- 
triotic sentiment  that  should  never  be  extinguished. 
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"The  great  statue  of  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World  was  unveiled  on  tlie  28th 
day  of  October,  1886.  It  was  a  splendid  gift  from  the  Republic  of  France  to  the  Re- 
public of  the  United  States.  It  was  intended  to  be  a  bond  of  sympathy,  of  fraternal 
feeling,  of  undying  memories,  of  lasting  friendship,  of  eternal  good  will  betweea 
the  two  great  Republics.  It  meant  sympathy  for  republics  and  republican  institutions 
all  over  the  world.  It  glorified  liberty,  fortified  freedom,  and  emphasized  the  rights 
of  man.  It  was  to  be  and  it  ever  should  be  a  great  beacon  light  of  democracy,  dis- 
pelling the  darkness  of  tyranny  and  welcoming  to  our  Hospitable  shores  the  oppressed 
of  every  land.  It  was  Bartholdi's  apotheosis  of  liberty;  a  gift  from  the  greatest! 
Republic  in  Europe  to  the  greatest  Republic  in  all  the  world. 

"Its  light  should  shine  for  all  the  ages.  It  should  never  go  out  while  liberty  lives 
in  the  breast  of  man.  It  links  the  past  with  the  present,  and  should  be  prophetic  of 
the  future." 


See  Congressional  Record,  April  i,  1902. 

***** 

He  Favors  the  Kepublic — Against  Empire. 


"In  the  contest  which  is  now  on  between  the  Republic  and  the  empire,  I  take  my 
stand  with  the  people  against  empire  and  in  favor  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Republic. 
Ours  is  the  great  republic,  the  beacon  light  of  the  world,  the  refuge  of  the  oppressed 
of  every  clime,  the  home  for  the  downtrodden  of  every  land,  and  it  is  incumbent 
and  a  sacred  and  imperative  duty  on  those  who  are  here  and  enjoying  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  our  free  institutions  to  see  to  it  that  the  Government  of  Jefferson,  of 
Jackson,  and  of  Lincoln  does  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


See  Congressional  Record,  February  23,  1900. 

***** 

Always  the  Friend  of  Cuba. 


"Let  me  reiterate  what  I  have  frequently  said  before  on  this  floor,  that  I  am  now, 
always  have  been,  and  always  will  be  a  friend  of  Cuba  and  of  the  Cubans.  The 
record  will  show  that  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House  I  have  done 
all  in  my  power  for  the  Cuban  people.  I  am  glad  the  bright  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  Cuban  republic  will  take  her  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  May 
success,  happiness,  prosperty,  and  domestic  tranquility  abide  with  her  hereafter  for- 
ever, is  my  fervent  prayer. 

"The  time  is  at  hand,  nevertheless,  when  we  must  live  up  to  our  sacred  obliga- 
tions to  Cuba.  We  must  grant  her  the  freedom  and  the  independence  promised. 
We  must  launch  this  young  republic  of  Cuba  on  the  ocean  of  nations  and  say  to  all 
the  world,  Cuba  is  free  and  independent.     We  must  say  to  every  nation,  She  is  our 
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creation — a  daughter  of  the  great  republic^ — and  any  interference  with  her  will  be 
an  act  unfriendly  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

"But  that  is  not  all.  We  must  now  grant  her  immediate  trade  relief.  In  a  com- 
mercial way  she  is  at  our  mercy.  That  is  not  her  fault — it  is  our  fault.  Congres* 
has  made  it  practically  impossible  for  Cuba  to  market  her  products  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  they  must  be  sold  here,  and  they  cannot  be  sold  in  this  country  at  present 
except  at  a  ruinous  loss,  unless  our  tariff  law  is  repealed  or  modified.  This  must  be 
done  at  once — it  should  have  been  done  months  ago.  If  it  is  not  speedily  done  I 
predict  that  conditions  in  Cuba  will  soon  be  worse  than  they  ever  were  before.  The 
situation  is  serious  and  admits  of  no  further  delay.    The  people  want  Congress  to  act 

"Ine  Republican  party  is  responsible  for  the  deplorable  commercial  condition  now 
existing  in  Cuba.  The  Republican  party,  wedded  to  its  high  protective-tariff  policy, 
would  apparently  rather  witness  the  starvation  of  the  Cubans  than  consent  to  reduce 
to  a  slight  degree  for  Cuba  its  present  system  of  outrageous  tariff  taxes.  What  a 
spectacle  of  commercial  selfishness,  monopolistic  greed,  and  political  shortsighted- 
ness the  Republican  party  presents  to-day !  We  have  been  in  session  here  since  the 
first  Monday  of  last  December,  and  nothing  has  been  done  to  afford  relief  to  the 
Cubans. 


See  Congressional  Record,  March  27,  1902. 


The  Record  tells 
the  Story, 


EULOGY 


HOK  WM.  SULZER,  OF  NEW  YORK, 

ON   THE 

LIFE,  CHARACTER,  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICES 

OF  THE   LATE 

HON.  WM.  D.  DALY,  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

IN   THE 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

FEBRUARY  9,  1901. 


The  House  having  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  has  heard  with  profound  sorrow  the  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  Hon.  William  D.  Daly,  late  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Resolved,  That  the  business  of  the  House  be  now  suspended  that  oppor- 
tunity may  be  given  for  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  these  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  the  House,  at  the  conclusion 
of  these  memorial  proceedinprs,  do  ad.iourn  — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  On  this  sad  occasion  I  desire  to  place  on  record 
my  sincere  and  humble  tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  the  late  William  D.  Daly,  and  in  this  connection  to 
say  a  few  simple,  honest  words  regarding  his  life,  his  character, 
and  his  public  services. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  know  Judge  Daly  well  and  inti- 
mately for  years.  We  were  great  personal  friends,  and  I  admired 
and  respected  him  as  a  man  and  a  friend.  His  sudden,  tragic, 
and  unexpected  death  on  the  31st  day  of  last  July  was  a  grievous 
blow  to  us  all  and  a  terrible  shock  to  his  family,  his  relatives, 
his  friends,  and  to  the  country  generally,  it  was  entirely  un- 
looked  for  and  came  like  a  thunderbolt  from  a  clear  sky.  It 
darkened  a  happy  home,  prostrated  a  loving  family,  distressed 
innumerable  friends,  and  cast  a  pall  of  sadness  over  his  native 
State  which  has  not  yet  been  dissipated.  He  died  in  the  prime  of 
life,  at  the  summit  of  his  remarkable  career,  in  the  zenith  of  his 
well-earned  fame,  loved  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him  and 
appreciated  his  worth. 

Life  is  but  a  day,  at  most. 

Sprung  from  night,  in  darkness  lost. 

William  D.  Daly  was  bom  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  on  the  4th 
day  of  June,  1851,  and  had  he  lived  until  his  next  natal  day 
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would  have  been  just  50  years  of  age.  During  all  his  life  he  ever 
remained  a  resident  of  his  native  State,  and  when  he  died  he  was 
one  of  her  most  popular  and  distinguished  citizens  and  had  the 
honor  to  represent  the  city  of  his  birth  in  the  people's  branch  of 
the  American  Congress. 

Mr.  Daly  began  life  as  a  poor  boy,  and  was  the  architect  of 
his  own  career.  He  began  with  many  disadvantages,  but  sur- 
mounted them  all.  He  had  vim,  grit,  hope,  and  perseverance. 
He  plodded  on  and  progressed  by  his  own  indomitable  will  and 
force  of  character.  He  never  faltered,  and  won  where  others  lost. 
He  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  defeat.  Id  the  bright  lexicon  of 
his  life  there  was  no  such  word  as  fail.  His  whole  life  was  a 
brilliant  series  of  successes. 

He  was  eminently  a  self-made  man.  He  was  a  child  of  the  Ke- 
public.  He  was  a 'product  of  the  public  schools,  but  at  a  very 
early  age  he  left  school  and  began  life's  tempestuous  battle  as  an 
apprentice  in  an  iron  foundry.  Here,  in  his  early  boyhood  days, 
he  made  many  friends,  who  ever  after  were  his  trusted  and  loyal 
supporters.  His  work,  however,  in  the  iron  foundry  was  unconge- 
nial. His  active  mind  and  restless  ambition  soared  higher.  He 
wanted  to  be  somebody.  He  sighed  for  a  broader  field  of  activity. 
He  believed  in  himself,  in  his  own  ability,  in  his  future,  in  his  star  of 
hope.  He  longed  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  believed  the  legal  profession 
offered  an  attractive  avenue  for  his  hopes,  his  usefulness,  and  his 
best  endeavors.  He  left  the  iron  foundry,  entered  a  law  office, 
and  threw  his  very  life  and  soul  into  the  study  of  Blackstone  and 
Chitty,  Kent  and  Story,  Parsons  and  Washburn,  and  the  other 
legal  text-books.  He  was  an  indefatigable  worker,  a  tireless  stu- 
dent.    He  burned  the  midnight  oil. 

He  mastered  the  intricacies  of  the  law,  and  on  reaching  his 
majority  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  quickly  made  a  splendid 
reputation  as  one  of  the  most  learned  and  best  equipped  lawyers 
in  his  State.  He  had  eloquence  and  tact,  patience  and  confidence, 
energy  and  industry.  He  studied  his  cases  carefully  and  knew  all 
the  law  and  all  the  facts  of  every  case  intrusted  to  his  care.  He 
made  his  client's  cause  his  own.  and  never  went  into  court  unpre- 
pared. He  did  not  rely  on  luck  or  trust  to  chance.  He  knew  a 
case  well  prepared  is  a  case  half  won.  He  never  took  advantage 
of  a  client,  never  deceived  the  court,  and  had  a  magnificent  repu- 
tation in  his  profession  for  fairness,  probity,  and  honor.  He  was 
identified  with  some  of  the  great  trials  in  New  Jersey,  practiced 
in  all  the  courts,  was  one  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  bar,  had  rep- 
resented, it  is  said,  the  defense  in  more  capital  cases  than  any 
other  lawyer  of  his  time,  and  ere  his  death  he  stood  in  the  front 
rank  of  his  chosen  profession— a  brilliant  advocate  and  a  safe 
coun.selor.  learned  in  the  law. 

In  recognition  of  his  position  at  the  bar,  and  in  appreciation  of 
his  unquestioned  legal  ability,  President  Cleveland,  during  his 
first  term,  appointed  Mr.  Daly  assistant  United  States  district 
attorney,  the  arduous  duties  of  which  office  he  faithfully  dis- 
charged, with  much  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Government  and  the  people. 

But,  sir,  it  was  not  in  the  law  alone  where  Mr.  Daly  excelled. 

He  had  always  bean  a  close  student  of  public  affairs,  and  had  ever 

taken  an  active  part  in  all  political  discussions.    He  was  an  ardent 

Democrat  of  the  Jefferson  and  Jackson  school,  and  thoroughly 

4709 


familiar  with  the  political  history  of  onr  country.  During  the 
last  two  decades  of  his  life  he  had  "been  a  delegate  to  nearly  all  the 
local.  State,  and  national  conventions,  and  on  account  of  his 
sagacity  and  political  acnmen  his  advice  was  always  sought  and 
his  .iudgment  generally  followed  by  his  political  associates. 

He  was  a  magnetic  campaign  speaker,  had  a  charming  person- 
ality .  and  an  earnest,  sincere,  honest  way  of  presenting  his  facts 
that  arrested  attention  and  carried  conviction.  In  every  State 
and  national  campaign  his  services  were  always  in  demand  and 
the  work  he  performed  duly  appreciated  by  the  managers  and  can- 
didates of  his  party.  Hence  it  is  not  a  matter  of  wonder  that  his 
fellow-citizens  elected  him  over  and  over  again  to  the  legislature 
of  his  State  and  took  a  just  pride  in  his  political  preferment. 

He  was  first  elected  to  the  assembly  of  his  State  in  1S89  to  rep- 
resent the  Eighth  district  of  Hiidson  County,  and  although  a  new 
member,  his  party  colleagues  elected  him  unanimously  as  their 
leader  on  the  floor.  Events  amply  .Justified  their  confidence  and 
their  judgment.  He  made  such  a  brilliant  record  that  at  the  close 
of  his  term  Governor  Leon  Abbett  nominated  him  for  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  Hoboken,  and  the  senate  unanimously  confirmed 
him.  As  judge  he  gave  further  evidence  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
law.  He  was  always  impartial,  courteous,  patient,  and  humane, 
and  became  the  idol  of  the  bar  and  the  ideal  judge  to  tUe  people. 

In  the  year  1892  the  people  nominated  him  for  State  senator, 
and  Judge  Daly  reluctantly  resigned  the  judgeship  to  accept. 
He  was  triumphantly  elected,  and  reelected  in  189.5.  He  made  a 
splendid  record  in  the  legislature  for  industry,  ability,  and  integ- 
rity, and  during  the  last  five  years  of  his  senatorial  career  was  the 
leader  of  his  party  in  the  senate  by  the  unanimous  choice  of  his 
party  colleagues. 

He  came  very  near  being  nominated  for  governor  of  New  Jer- 
sey in  1898,  and  if  he  had  been  nominated  it  is  believed  by  those 
who  claim  to  know  that  he  would  have  been  elected  beyond  a 
doubt.  Failing  to  receive  the  nomination  for  governor,  the  peo- 
ple insisted  that  he  should  represent  them  in  Congress.  He  was 
unanimously  nominated  for  Representative  in  Congress  for  the 
Seventh  New  Jersey  district,  the  district  in  which  he  was  bom, 
and  on  election  day  was  triumphantly  elected  by  the  largest  ma- 
jority ever  given  a  candidate  in  that  district. 

As  a  member  of  Congress,  Judge  Daly  took  a  prominent  part 
in  all  the  great  debates,  and  by  his  industry  and  ability,  together 
with  his  courteous  manner  and  genial  way,  soon  won  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  all  his  colleagues.  When  he  passed  away,  on 
the  very  threshold  of  his  Congressional  life,  he  was  making  an  en- 
viable record  for  usefulness  here,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  his 
constituents,  but  for  the  good  of  the  whole  country.  We  have 
missed  him  much  this  session,  and  as  the  days  come  and  go  we 
who  knew  him  well  will  miss  him  more  and  more.  The  work  he 
did  for  the  people  will  live  in  the  history  of  his  State  and  of  his 
country.  That  great  work  will  grow  brighter  and  brighter  as  the 
years  pass  by  until  it  becomes  his  lasting  monument,  more  endur- 
able than  marble  or  brass,  and  sacred  in  the  hearts  of  his  grateful 
countrymen. 

We  mourn  and  sympathize  with  his  beloved  family,  but  can 
find  no  words  of  comfort,  no  consolation,  save  in  his  noble  life, 
his  generous  character,  his  sympathetic  nature,  and  the  great 
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work  he  accomplished  for  htimanity.  His  deeds  of  kindness;  of 
charity,  and  of  generosity  will  ever  keep  alive  his  memory  and 
call  to  recollection  his  name  a  thousand  times  a  day. 

The  memory  of  good  deeds  will  ever  stay 
A  lamp  to  light  us  on  the  darkened  way, 

A  music  to  the  ear  on  clamoring  street, 

A  cooling  well  amid  the  noonday  heat, 
A  scent  of  green  boughs  blown  through  narrow  walls, 
A  feel  of  rest  when  quiet  evening  falls. 

Senator  Daly  was  a  true  man,  a  lover  of  justice,  a  believer  in 
the  supremacy  of  law,  a  friend  of  every  cause  that  lacked  assist- 
ance. He  stood  for  eternal  principles  of  right,  for  fair  play,  and 
believed  in  the  opportunity  vouchsafed  to  everyone  under  the 
dome  of  the  Union  sky.  He  was  an  optimist  and  not  a  pessimist. 
He  waa  no  skeptic,  no  scoflfer ,  no  cynic.  He  was  broad  and  liberal 
in  his  views,  had  charity  for  all.  trusted  the  people,  and  never  lost 
faith  in  humanity.  He  knew  the  world  was  growing  better.  He 
knew  himself,  believed  in  the  destiny  of  the  Republic,  and  made 
the  comer  stone  of  his  political  convictions  that  great  cardinal 
principle — equal  rights  to  all.  special  privileges  to  no  one. 

He  hated  cant,  spurned  pretense,  and  despised  hypocrisy.  He 
had  no  use  for  a  trickster,  a  tr.mmer,  or  a  trader.  He  had  a  sun- 
shiny, genial  disposition,  and  a  forgiving  spirit  that  never  har- 
bored revenge.  He  was  a  plain,  simple  man  who  loved  mankind. 
He  was  an  indulgent  father,  a  kind  and  loving  husband,  and  a 
faithful  friend.  He  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  those  he  left  behind, 
and  to  do  this  is  not  to  die.  He  was  an  indefatigable  worker  and 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  what  he  undertook  to  do.  He  met 
Napoleon's  test — he  did  things.  He  was  a  true  Democrat,  the 
implacable  foe  of  private  monopoly,  of  unjnst  taxation,  of  organ- 
ized greed,  of  discriminating  legislation  that  robs  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few,  of  special  privilege,  and  he  made  the  Con- 
stitution our  great  magna  charta— the  north  star  of  his  political 
life.  He  was  the  true  friend  of  the  toiler,  the  fearless  champion 
of  the  oppressed,  and  the  eloquent  advocate  of  the  downtrodden. 
He  tried  to  lift  his  fellow-man  up  to  a  higher  plane  and  help  him 
forward  on  the  highway  of  progress  and  civilization.  He  was  a 
fearless  man,  and  ever  dared  to  do  what  he  thought  was  right  re- 
gardless of  consequences.  He  was  a  faithful  public  official,  and 
died  in  the  service  of  his  country.  His  work  here  is  done.  His 
career  on  earth  is  finished.  He  has  run  his  course;  be  has  kept 
the  faith;  he  has  fought  the  good  fight;  he  has  reaped  his  everlast- 
ing reward  in  the  great  beyond,  and  we.  his  friends,  can  all  say 
truthfully,  well  done  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  a  gratefiil 
people  will  ever  keep  thy  memory  green. 

In  halls  of  state  he  stood  for  many  years 
Like  fabled  knight,  bis  visage  all  aglow. 
Receiving,  giving  sternly,  blow  for  blow. 
Champion  of  right !    But  from  eternity's  far  shore 
Thy  spirit  will  return  to  join  the  strife  no  more. 
Best  citizen,  statesman,  rest;  thy  troubled  life  is  o'er. 
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The  Philippiues  and  Cuba— Let  IJs  Be  Honest. 

SPEECH 

ov 

HON.  WILLIAM    SULZEE, 

of  new  york. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Friday,  March  1,  1901, 

On  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  immediately  npon  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  it  shall 
be  in  order  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill  (H.  B.  14017)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Army  and  without  intervening  motion  to  move  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate  amendments  thereto  in  gross;  after  two  hours'  debate  (one 
hour  on  each  side)  the  previous  question  shall  be  considered  as  ordered  on 
said  motion,  and  a.  vote  then  be  had  thereon  without  delay  or  intervening 
motion." 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  adoption  of  the  rule  just  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dalzell]  by  the  vote  of  the 
Eepublicans  in  this  House  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  out- 
rage on  the  rights  of  the  Democratic  minority  ever  perpetrated  in 
the  history  of  this  legislative  body.  It  seems  the  minority  have 
no  rights  here  that  the  ruthless  Republican  majority  are  bound 
to  respect.  The  Democrats  are  to  be  gagged,  legitimate  debate 
shut  off,  our  protests  frustrated,  our  appeals  for  justice  denied, 
the  rights  of  humanity  trampled  on;  while  the  Republicans,  in- 
toxicated with  power,  ride  roughshod  over  our  rules,  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  sacred  guaranties  of  the  Republic.  The  House  of 
Representatives  has  ceased  to  be  a  deliberative  body.  It  is  the 
mere  creature  of  one  man.  Let  me  read  the  rule  prepared  and 
just  adopted  by  the  Republicans  to  force  through  this  Hoase  the 
pernicious  and  iniquitous  legislation  against  Cuba  and  the  Phil- 
ippines: 

Resolved,  That  immediately  upon  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  it  shall 
be  in  order  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill  (H.  R.  14017)  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Army  and  without  intervening  motion  to  move  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate  amendments  thereto  in  gross;  after  two  hours'  debate  (one 
hour  on  each  side)  the  previous  question  shall  be  considered  as  ordered  on 
said  motion,  and  a  vote  then  be  had  thereon  without  delay  or  intervening 
motion. 

The  adoption  of  that  unjust  rule  is  in  violation  of  the  letter  and 
the  spirit  of  the  rules  of  this  House.  As  a  member  of  the  mi- 
nority of  this  House,  I  enter  my  most  emphatic  protest  against  it 
and  the  outrage  its  adoption  will  speedily  consummate.  We 
should  have  at  least  a  week  to  debate  this  matter. 

What  is  the  purpose  of  this  arbitrary  action?  What  dark  deed 
is  to  be  enacted  by  virtue  of  its  adoption?  Several  weeks  ago  this 
House  passed  the  Army  appropriation  bill  and  sent  it  to  the  Sen- 
ate. By  some  inscrutable  legislative  legerdemain  the  Repub- 
licans in  the  Senate  placed  on  this  Army  appropriation  bill  two 
amendments  or  riders — one  affecting  Cuba  and  the  other  in  regard 
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to  the  Philippines.  Let  ns  see  what  these  two  amendments  are. 
Let  UB  examine  these  two  un-American  and  outrageous  riders. 
The  first  amendment  or  rider  relates  to  Cuba,  and  reads  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

That  In  f  alfillment  of  the  declaration  contained  in  the  joint  resolution  ap- 
proved April  20, 1898,  entitled,  "  For  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  people  of  Cuba,  demanding  that  the  Government  of  Spain  reIln(^uiBh  its 
authority  and  government  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  to  withdraw  its  land 
and  naval  forces  from  Cuba  and  Cuban  waters,  and  directing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  these  resolutions  into  effect,"  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to 
"leave  the  government  and  control  of  the  island  of  Cuba  to  its  people"  so 
soon  as  a  government  shall  have  been  established  in  said  island  under  a  con- 
stitution which,  either  as  a  part  thereof  or  in  an  ordinance  appended  thereto, 
shall  deSne  the  future  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Cuba,  substantially 
as  follows: 

I. 

That  the  government  of  Cnbn  shall  never  enter  into  any  treaty  or  other 
compact  with  any  foreign  power  or  powers  which  will  impair  or  tend  to  im- 
pair the  independence  of  Cuba,  nor  m  any  manner  authorize  or  permit  any 
foreign  power  or  powers  to  obtain  by  colonization  or  for  military  or  naval 
purposesor  otherwise,  lodgment  in  or  control  over  any  portion  of  said  island. 

IL 

That  said  government  shall  not  assume  or  contract  any  public  debt,  to 
pay  the  interest  upon  which,  and  to  make  reasonable  sinking  fund  provision 
for  the  ultimate  discharge  of  which,  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  island, 
after  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  government,  shall  be  inadequate. 

m. 

That  the  government  of  Cuba  consents  that  the  United  States  may  exer- 
cise the  right  to  intervene  for  the  preservation  of  Cuban  independence,  the 
maintenance  of  a  government  adequate  for  the  protection  of  life,  property, 
and  individual  liberty,  and  for  discharging  the  obligations  with  respect  to 
Cuba  imposed  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  on  the  United  States,  now  to  be  assumed 
and  undertaken  by  the  government  of  Cuba. 

IV. 

That  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Cuba  during  its  military  occupancy 
thereof  are  ratified  and  validated,  and  all  lawful  rights  acquired  thereunder 
shall  b&  maintained  and  protected. 

V. 

That  the  government  of  Cuba  will  execute,  and  as  far  as  necessary  extend, 
the  plans  already  devised,  or  other  plans  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  for  tie 
sanitation  of  the  cities  of  the  island,  to  the  end  that  a  recurrence  of  epidemic 
and  infections  diseases  may  be  prevented,  thereby  assuring  protection  to  the 
people  and  commerce  of  (Juba,  as  well  as  to  the  commerce  of  the  southern 
ports  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  residing  therein. 

VI. 

That  the  Isle  of  Pines  shall  be  omitted  from  the  proposed  constitutional 
boundaries  of  Cuba,  the  title  thereto  being  left  to  future  adjustment  by 
treaty. 

vn. 

That  to  enable  the  United  States  to  maintain  the  independence  of  Cuba, 
and  to  protect  the  people  thereof,  as  well  as  for  its  own  defense,  the  govern- 
ment of  Cuba  will  sell  or  lease  to  the  United  States  lands  necessary  for  coal- 
ing or  naval  stations  at  certain  specified  x>oint8,  to  be  agreed  upon  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

vrn. 

That  by  way  of  further  assurance  the  government  of  Cuba  will  embody 
the  foregoing  provisions  in  a  permanent  treaty  with  the  United  States. 

The  second  amendment,  or  rider,  relates  to  the  Philippines  and 
reads  as  follows,  viz: 

All  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  necessary  to  govern  the  Philippine 
Islands,  acquired  from  Spain  by  the  treaties  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  10th 
day  of  December,  1898.  and  at  Wasliington  on  the  7th  day  of  November  1900 
shall,  until  otherwise  provided  by  Congress,  be  vested  in  such  person  and 
persons  and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct,  for  the  establishment  of  civil  government  and  for  main- 
taining and  protecting  the  inhabitants  of  said  islands  in  the  free  enjoyment 
of  their  hberty,  property,  and  religion:  Provided,  That  all  franchises  granted 
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tinder  the  authority  hereof  shall  contain  a  reservation  of  the  right  to  alter, 
amend,  or  repeal  the  name. 

Until  a  permanent  government  shall  have  been  established  in  said  archi- 
pelago full  reports  shall  be  made  to  Congress  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
each  regular  sossiou  of  all  legislative  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  temporary 
government  instituted  under  the  provisions  hereof;  and  fall  reports  of  the 
acts  and  doings  of  said  government,  and  as  to  the  condition  of  the  archipelago 
and  of  its  people,  shall  be  made  to  the  President,  including  all  information 
which  may  be  useful  to  the  Congress  in  providing  for  a  more  permanent  gov- 
ernment: Provided,  That  no  sale  or  lease  or  other  disposition  of  the  public 
lands  or  the  timber  thereon  or  the  mining  rights  therein  shall  be  made:  And 
provided  further.  That  no  franchise  shall  be  granted  which  is  not  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  is  not  in  his  judgment  clearly 
necessary  for  the  Immediate  government  of  the  islands  and  indispensable  tor 
the  interest  of  the  people  thereof,  and  which  can  not,  without  great  public 
mischief,  be  postponed  until  the  establishment  of  permanent  civil  govern- 
ment; and  all  such  franchises  shall  terminate  one  year  after  the  establish- 
ment of  such  permanent  civil  government. 

Mr.  Si)eaker,  the  far-reaching  importance  of  these  two  riders, 
hastily  put  on  an  appropriation  bill  in  the  Senate,  in  violation  of 
all  precedent,  is  beyond  calculation.  They  go  to  the  very  founda- 
tion of  our  Government.  They  place  in  the  hands  of  the  President 
unlimited,  despotic,  and  autocratic  power.  They  define  and  fix 
an  arbitrary  procedure  and  policy  that  may,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
will,  cause  endless  trouble,  enormous  expense,  and  innumerable 
lives.  They  hazard  interminable  war.  They  present  the  most 
important  question  for  wise,  just,  and  deliberate  solution  and  de- 
termination that  has  confronted  the  American  Congress  since  the 
civil  strife,  and  we  are  compelled  to  vote  on  them  by  the  adoption 
of  a  partisan  rule  for  political  purposes,  after  a  meager  debate  of 
only  two  hours — one  hour  on  each  side. 

If  the  matter  under  consideration  were  not  so  serious,  affecting 
as  it  does  the  lives,  the  liberties,  the  propsrtv.  and  the  happiness 
of  millions  and  millions  of  people  under  tropic  suns,  in  the  Occi- 
dent and  in  the  Orient — the  attitude,  the  progi'amme,  and  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  Republicans  would  be  as  absurd  as  it  is  Quixotic. 
This  is  a  most  momentous  question,  and  we  should  have  time  to 
deliberate  and  the  right  to  propose  amendments.  Under  the  rule 
we  have  neither.  The  Democratic  members  are  cut  off  from  their 
rights.  They  have  no  choice;  no  opportunity  to  give  expression 
to  their  views.  Perhaps  we  should  be  thankful  that  we  can  yet 
vote,  and  let  the  people  of  the  country  know  that  the  Democratic 
representatives  in  Congress  are  to  a  man  opposed  to  this  infamy. 

These  two  vicious  riders,  that  will  destroy  every  vestige  of  free- 
dom in  Cuba  and  every  hope  of  liberty  in  the  Philippines,  were 
put  on  the  Army  bill  in  the  Senate.  They  were  put  on  in  viola- 
tion of  all  parliamentary  procedure.  They  could  not  have  been 
adopted  in  the  fii-st  instance  in  this  House.  It  has  been  said  they 
were  put  on  in  the  Senate  by  some  understanding,  some  trade, 
some  unholy  bargain,  between  the  alleged  friends  of  liberty  and 
the  imperialistic  opponents  of  freedom,  in  order  to  pass  other  bills 
and  avoid  an  extra  session  of  Congress.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  know 
not,  although  appearances  are  sometimes  quite  convincing;  but 
we  all  know  these  riders,  to  trample  in  the  dust  in  Cuba  and 
the  Philippines  justice,  liberty,  and  humanity,  would  never  be 
here  if  the  Democratic  Senators  had  wan  ted  to  defeattbem.  They 
never  could  have  been  adopted  in  the  Senate  without  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  Democrats  there.  They  are  responsible  for  this  situ- 
ation. 

These  riders  are  most  despotic,  most  iniquitous,  most  unjust, 
and  most  inhuman.  They  poi-tray  in  burning  letters  the  sordid, 
greedy,  and  corrupt  spirit  of  commercialism,  which  destroys  our 
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highest  ideals,  makes  us  ashamed  of  onr  past,  and  compels  vb  to 
bow  our  heads  in  humiliation  as  we  witness  the  present  and  con- 
template the  future  of  our  country.  They  make  our  great  Ee- 
public  despicable  and  a  byword  of  reproach.  They  reveal  and 
unmask  the  cruel,  sordid,  treacherous  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  expose  to  full  view  the  hypocrisy,  the  perfidy,  and  the 
infamy  of  the  Republican  party.  1  am  opposed  to  these  riders. 
They  will  never  pass  with  my  consent  or  my  vote.  If  Congress 
enacts  them  into  law,  the  President  will  be  the  most  powerful, 
the  most  despotic,  and  the  most  autocratic  potentate  on  earth.  I 
am  opposed  to  delegating  the  powers  of  Congress  to  the  President. 
If  these  gradual  surrenders  of  vested  constitutional  rights  and 
transfers  of  legislative  powers  to  the  Executive  continue,  the 
day,  in  my  judgment,  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  cease  to  be 
a  representative  government  responsible  to  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenok]  has  said  that  the 
provision  regarding  the  Philippines  is  similar  to  the  resolution  en- 
acted by  Congress  in  regard  to  the  temporary  government  of  the 
Louisiana  purchase.  I  beg  to  differ  with  the  gentleman.  He  is 
sadly  in  error.  To  conclusively  show  the  wide  and  startling  differ- 
ence let  me  read  the  act  of  1803  regarding  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Jefferson's  Louisiana  purchase: 

Until  the  expiration  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  or  unless  provi- 
sion be  sooner  made  for  the  temporary  goTernment  of  the  said  territories,  all 
the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the  exist- 
ing government  of  the  same  shall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons,  and 
shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  the  President  or  the  United  States  shall 
direct,  for  maintaining  and  protecting  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religion. 

Compare  the  two.  There  is  no  analogy  between  them.  A  cas- 
ual reading  of  the  two  acta  is  sufficient.  One  is  "  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  present  session  of  Congress. "  The  other  is  indefinite, 
and  for  all  desired  and  practical  purposes  surrenders  absolute  and 
complete  power  to  the  President.  The  Philippine  provision  in 
this  bill  and  the  act  of  1803,  relating  to  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana,  are  as  far  apart  as  the  poles.  And  I  say  now 
that  if  the  Republicans  are  sincere  in  their  present  contention 
they  will  permit  the  Democrats  to  offer  as  an  amendment  for  the 
provision  under  discussion  affecting  the  Philippines  a  substitute 
similar  to  the'  enactment  of  1803  relating  to  Louisiana.  If  the 
other  side  will  permit  ns  to  do  that,  I  know  and  I  declare  that 
every  Democrat  on  this  side  of  the  House  will  cheerfully  vote  for 
it.  I  challenge  the  majority  to  allow  us  to  do  it.  Your  refusal  is 
an  evidence  of  the  insincerity  and  hypocrisy  of  your  pretensions, 
and  another  demonstration  of  the  imperialistic  policy  of  force  of 
the  Republican  party. 

Let  me,  sir,  say  again  what  I  have  frequently  said  before  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  that  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and  always 
will  be,  opposed  to  the  cruel,  the  inhuman,  the  ruthless,  the  un- 
American,  and  the  unchristian  conduct  of  this  Administration  to ' 
the  struggling  Filipinos,  whose  only  crime  is  the  love  of  liberty, 
their  hope  for  freedom,  and  their  aspiration  for  independence. 
If  we  had  been  true  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  great  ideals  of  Ameri- 
can manhood,  patriotism,  and  statesmanship,  not  a  drop  of 
American  blood  would  have  been  shed  in  the  Philippine  Archi- 
pelago. Sordid  greed  has  cost  us  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  cruel  lust  for  power  thousands  and  thousands 
of  precious  lives.    And  the  end  is  not  yet. 

4779 


How  long  will  this  costly  war  of  extermination  and  subjugation 
last?  Can  anyone  tell?  Will  it  be  the  black  page  of  Spain's  his- 
tory over  again?  I  pray  not.  Sooner  than  see  the  Republic  de- 
stroyed, and  the  Philippine  Islands  the  tomb  of  the  flower  and 
the  youth  of  America,  I  would  do  what  1  believe  Abraham  Lin- 
coln would  do  if  he  were  at  the  head  of  the  Government  to-day — 
help  the  Filipinos  establish  a  stable  government  of  their  own.  a 
republic  fashioned  after  this  Republic,  and  then  say  to  all  the 
world,  "  Uands  off;  any  interference  with  the  Filipino  republic 
will  be  an  act  unfriendly  to  the  United  States." 

So  much,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  this  partisan,  unjust, 
and  arbitrary  rule  in  order  to  choke  off  debate,  and  to  my  position 
on  the  amendment  surrendering  all  legislative  power  to  the  Pres- 
ident, to  perform  whatever  his  autocratic  will  and  despotic  pur- 
pose may  suggest  regarding  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to  say  something  in  regard  to  the 
other  amendment,  or  rider — the  one  relating  to  Cuba.  I  have  been 
a  friend  of  the  Cuban  patriots  for  years.  When  I  first  came  to 
Congress,  six  years  ago,  I  championed  their  cause  in  Congress  and 
out  of  Congress,  in  season  and  out  of  season.  I  did  all  1  could  to 
help  them  throw  off  the  tyrannous  yoke  of  cruel  and  oppressive 
Spain.  They  were  then  waging  a  just  war  to  secure  their  freedom 
and  their  ihdependence.  My  sympathy  was  all  with  the  Cuban 
patriots.  I  knew  their  oppression;  I  was  familiar  with  all  their 
suffering,  with  their  long  and  heroic  struggle  for  liberty  and  the 
right  to  govern  themselves. 

I  introduced  in  this  House  the  first  resolution  of  sympathy  for 
them,  indulging  the  hope  that  they  would  succeed  because  their 
cause  was  just.  I  introduced  in  this  House  the  first  resolution 
granting  them  belligerent  rights;  the  first  resolution  recognizing 
their  independence,  and  the  first  resolution  declaring  war  against 
Spain.  When  war  was  finally  declared,  I  organized  in  the  city 
of  New  York  a  regiment  of  soldiers  and  begged  the  Republican 
governor  of  New  York,  and  also  the  President,  to  accept  it  and 
muster  it  into  the  service.  They  refused — presumably  for  politi- 
cal reasons.  I  was  willing  and  anxious  to  resign  my  seat  in  this 
House  to  go  to  the  front  with  my  regiment  and  fight  for  Cuban 
independence,  but  could  not  get  a  chance,  ostensibly  because  I  was 
a  Democrat.  A  perusal  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  before, 
during,  and  after  the  Spanish- American  war  will  leave  no  one  in 
doubt  regarding  my  position  on  the  Cuban  question.  I  wanted  to 
see  Cuba  free.  In  the  second  session  of  the  Fif  ty-fiCth  Congress  I 
said: 

My  position  is  well  known  and  unchangeable.  Long:,  lonpr  ago  I  made  np 
my  mind.  I  have  never  deviated  from  the  first  stand  I  took.  I  want  to  see 
Cuba  free.  She  must  be  tree  and  independent.  The  l>paniard  and  his  yellow 
flag — the  emblem  of  atrocity— must  go. 

You  know  that  in  all  the  history  of  the  world  no  people  ever  deserved  the 
right  of  self-government  more  than  the  heroic,  struggling  Cuban  patriots. 
For  centuries  they  have  been  oppressed,  robbed,  starved,  and  murdered  by 
a  cruel  foreign  power.  The  tyranny  of  Spain,  her  refined  butcheries,  her 
fiendish  brutalitie3,ar6  the  blackest  pages  in  the  annals  of  the  world.    »    ♦    * 

What  a  sad  story  the  history  of  poor  Cuba  tellsl  For  more  than  three 
centuries  Spain  has  ruled  her  with  a  blood-stained  and  an  iron  hand.  It  has 
been  a  thousand  times  worse  than  the  rule  of  the  Turk.  It  has  been  a  thou- 
sand times  worse  than  the  rule  of  a  barbaric  military  despotism  over  a  con- 
quered and  subjected  province. 

The  history  of  poor  Cuba's  trials,  her  woes,  her  troubles,  and  her  tribula- 
tions never  has  been  written  and  never  will  be  written.  Not  half  the  truth 
will  ever  be  known.    And  more  the  shame  I 

Snanish  rule  in  Cuba  has  been  one  long,  unending,  hideous  carnival  of 
crime,  of  public  plunder,  of  rapine,  of  official  robbery,  of  mui-der,  of  atarva- 
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tlon,  of  destitntlon,  of  assassination,  and  o(  cmel,  torturing  death— a  fright- 
ful, big  black  blot  on  the  pages  of  civilization;  a  lasting,  burning  disgrace  to 
all  Christendom;  an  impudent,  imperial  challenge,  backed  by  the  bayonet,  to 
the  sober  sense  of  humanity  and  the  Christian  civilization  of  the  world. 

And  subsequently  I  said  in  the  same  Congress: 

I  stand  now  where  I  have  always  stood,  where  I  will  stand  until  the 
last — for  the  liberty  loving  people  of  Cuba,  who  are  making  and  have  made 
as  heroic  and  as  gallant  a  battle  for  freedom  and  independence  as  any 
people  ever  made  in  the  history  of  the  world.  I  want  to  see  them  win,  and  1 
know  they  will  win  if  this  great  Republic,  which  should  stand  as  a  shining 
light,  as  a  beacon,  and  as  an  example  for  all  the  other  republics  of  the  world 
andfor  every  people  struggling  for  liberty  and  independence,  will  simply  do 
Its  duty. 

That,  sir,  in  substance,  waa  my  position  then  in  regard  to  Cuba. 
I  -was  for  Cuban  independence  then,  and  I  am  for  Cuban  inde- 
pendence now.  I  have  not  changed  my  views.  Nothing  has  oc- 
curred since  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in  Paris  to  make 
me  alter  in  any  way  my  original  opinions.  On  the  contrary,  much 
has  happened  to  confirm  and  strengthen  them.  The  record  is 
made  up.  It  speaks  for  itself.  We  should  keep  faith.  "We  went 
to  war  with  Spain  to  free  Cuba,  not  to  annex  Cuba;  not  to  free 
the  Cubans  from  Spanish  slavery  in  order  to  enforce  American 
despotism.  Wo  declared  our  high  moral  purpose  of  intervention 
to  be  in  the  interest  of  civilization. 

We  patriotically  proclaimed  that  the  war  was  to  be- waged  for 
liberty,  for  freedom,  and  for  humanity,  and  called  all  the  world 
to  witness  our  noble  intentions  and  our  undying  devotion  to  the 
fundamental  tenets  of  the  fathers  as  embodied  in  the  immortal 
Declaration  of  Independence.  As  proof  of  this  let  me  read  and 
again  put  in  the  Record  the  resolution  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Spain,  approved  by  the  President  on  the  20th  day  of  April, 
1898: 

Joint  resolution  for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  people  of  Cuba, 
demanding  that  the  Government  of  Spain  relinquish  its  authority  and  gov- 
ernment in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  to  withdraw  its  land  and  naval  forces 
from  Cuba  and  Cnban  waters,  and  directing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  to  carry  these 
resolutions  into  effect. 

Whereas  the  abhorrent  conditions  which  have  existed  for  more  than  three 
years  in  the  island  of  Cuba^o  near  our  own  borders,  have  shocked  the  moral 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  have  been  a  disgrace  to  Christian 
civilization,  culminating,  as  they  have,  in  the  destruction  of  a  United  States 
battle  ship  with  266  of  its  officers  and  crew,  while  on  a  friendly  visit  in  the 
harbor  of  Habana.  and  can  not  longer  be  endured,  as  has  been  set  forth  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  his  message  to  Congress  of  April  11, 
1898,  upon  which  the  action  of  Congress  was  invited;  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
Ameffica  in  Congress  assembled^  First.  That  the  people  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent. 

Second.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  demand,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  does  hereby  demand,  that  the  Government  of 
Spain  at  once  relinquish  its  authority  and  government  in  the  island  of  Cuba 
and  withdraw  its  land  and  naval  forces  from  Cuba  and  Cuban  waters. 

Third,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  di- 
rected and  empowered  to  use  the  entire  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  call  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  to  such  extent  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  these  resolu- 
tions into  elfect. 

Fourth.  That  the  United  States  hereby  disclaims  any  disposition  or  inten- 
tion to  exercise  sovereignty,  jurisdiction,  or  control  over  said  island  except 
for  the  pacification  thereof,  and  asserts  its  determination,  when  that  is  ac- 
complished, to  leave  the  government  and  control  of  the  island  to  its  people. 

THOMAS  B.  HEED, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
GABBET  A.  HOBABT, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  the  Seruite. 
Approved,  April  20, 1393. 

WILLIAM  McKIKLBT. 
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There  is  nothing  donbtfal,  nothing  ambiguons,  about  that  res- 
olntion.  It  pledged  the  sacred  honor  of  the  Government  and  the 
solemn  word  of  our  people  to  drive  Spain  from  Cuba;  declared 
that  the  Cubans  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent; 
and  disclaimed  any  disposition  or  intention  to  exercise  sovereignty, 
jurisdiction,  or  control  over  said  island.  The  question  now  is,  it 
seems  to  me.  Shall  we  keep  our  word  or  break  it?  Shall  we  live 
up  to  our  sacred  promise  or  abjectly  stultify  ourselves  in  order 
that  personal  pelf  may  follow  political  perfidy? 

Let  us  be  honest.  We  must  not  forget.  We  should  keep  our 
word.  We  should  fulfill  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  promise. 
We  should  do  our  duty  and  give  the  Cubans  absolute  freedom  and 
independence.  There  should  be  no  conditions.'  Any  different 
policy  now,  any  deviation  from  our  promise  of  three  years  ago, 
will  be  national  dishonor  and  a  stultification  that  must  bring  to 
the  cheek  of  every  honest  American  the  blush  of  shame.  Shall 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation  be  kept?  Americans,  read  that  sin- 
ister Republican  rider  regarding  Cuba,  attached  to  this  appropri- 
ation bill  by  the  servile  servants  of  commercialism  in  the  Senate, 
in  the  light  of  our  patriotic  declaration  of  war,  and  answer!  Its 
adoption  here  to-day  means  national  dishonor,  national  repudia- 
tion, national  shame,  and  national  perfidy. 

The  vote  here  to-day,  sir,  will  show  that  the  Republican  party 
has  chosen  to  stand  for  disgrace  and  dishonor — for  pelf  and  power; 
that  the  representatives  of  the  Democratic  party  stand  for  liberty, 
for  loyfilty  to  the  principles  of  the  fathers,  for  freedom,  for  the 
fulfillment  of  the  national  promise,  for  the  sacred  rights  of  man, 
for  peace  and  prosperity,  for  the  Constitution,  and,  above  and 
beyond  all,  for  the  traditions  and  the  true  glory  and  destiny  of 
the  Republic. 

For  mankind  are  one  in  spirit,  and  an  instinct  bears  along. 
Round  the  earth's  electric  circle,  the  swift  flash  of  right  or  wrong. 
Whether  conscious  or  unconscious,  yet  Humanity's  vast  frame 
Through  its  ocean-sundered  fibers  feels  the  gush  of  joy  or  shame; 
In  the  gain  or  loss  of  one  race  all  the  rest  have  equal  claim. 

Once  to  eve'ry  man  and  nation  comes  the  moment  to  decide, 
In  the  strife  of  Truth  with  Falsehood,  for  the  good  or  evil  aide; 
Some  great  cause,  God's  new  Messiah,  offering  each  the  bloom  or  blight. 
Parts  the  goats  upon  the  left  hand  and  the  sheep  upon  the  right, 
And  the  choice  goes  by  forever  'twixt  that  darkness  and  that  light. 


Post-Offlce  Appropriation  Bill. 


February  SS,  1901, 

Mr.  LOUD.  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  SulzerI. 

Mr.  SULZEB.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  concur  substantially  in  what 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  De  Armond]  has  so  well  said. 
In  my  judgment  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States  if  they  had  control,  in 
connection  with  the  post-oflBces  and  as  a  part  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment, of  the  telegraph  and  the  telephone.  I  believe  it  would  be 
in  the  interest  of  and  a  great  saving  to  the  people.  I  believe  it 
would  put  an  end  to  two  great  selfish  monopolies,  and  would  give 
the  people  of  this  country  cheaper  telephone  rates  and  lower  tele- 
graph rates.  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  all  private  monopolies. 
Bnt  more  about  this  when  I  can  get  more  time.    Now,  sir,  in  the 
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few  minutes  allowed  me  by  the  gentleman  from  California  I  want 
to  enter  my  most  emphatic  protest  regarding  the  unjust  discrim- 
ination contained  in  this  bill  against  the  great  city  of  New  York, 

For  several  years  the  post-office  authorities  of  the  city  of  New 
York  have  used  the  pneumatic-tube  service.  That  service  has 
been  a  great  success,  has  facilitated  the  carrying  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  mails,  and  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  people. 
It  has  been  a  great  convenience  to  the  merchants,  and  every  asso- 
ciation of  business  men,  the  boards  of  trade,  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce, and  in  fact  all  the  various  chambers  of  industry,  have  pe- 
titioned Congress  to  continue  the  pneumatic-tube  service.  I  have 
filed  many  of  the  petitions  and  resolutions.  This  bill  has  elimi- 
nated this  desirable  service,  and  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  York  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  service  and  compelled 
to  waste  and  lose  from  five  to  twelve  hours  in  every  twenty-four 
in  receiving  and  transmitting  their  mail.  I  protest  against  this 
ontx-age — this  failure  to  live  up  to  implied  obligations. 

The  city  of  New  York  has  the  greatest  post-ofSce  in  this  coun- 
try— a  post-ofEce  which  pays,  over  and  above  expenses,  a  revenue 
to  the  Government  every  year  of  over  §5,000,000.  We  have  asked , 
and  asked  in  vain,  for  a  new  post-offlce  building  in  that  city.  We 
should  have  it.  But  this  Congress  will  do  nothing  for  New  York 
City.  The  present  old  post-office  building  there  is  a  disgrace  and 
a  menace  to  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  employed  in  the 
building.  We  must  have  a  new  post-offlce.  We  will  get  one,  I 
trust,  in  the  next  Congress.  But  this  pneumatic-tube  service 
should  not  be  discontinued.  It  should  be  now  continued  by  an 
appropriation  in  this  bill.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  Post-Offlce 
Committees  of  the  House  and  the  Senate,  after  adopting  this  serv- 
ice, propose  now  at  this  late  day  to  discontinue  it.  It  is  wrong 
and  a  very  shortsighted  economical  policy. 

Mr.  BURKE  of  Texas.  Does  my  friend  know  the  cost  to  the 
Government  for  every  mile  of  pneumatic-tube  service  laid  down 
in  New  York  City? 

Mr.  SULZER.  Yes;  I  know.  The  figures  are  givea  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Post-Office  Department;  and  with  those  figures  before 
it,  that  Department  recommended  in  the  strongest  terms  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  service.  In  the  hope  of  getting  this  relief  I  shall 
vote  down  this  conference  report. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


Charleston,  S.  C,  Exposition. 


March  1, 1901. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  . 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  an  old  and  a  wise  saying 
that  consistency  is  a  jewel.  The  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Cannon]  has  probably  never  beard  that  saying,  if  we 
are  to  judge  by  his  actions,  his  votes,  and  his  speeches.  He  has 
originated  and  passed  some  of  the  most  lavish  and  extravagant 
appropriation  bills. 

He  has  advocated  and  voted  for  some  of  the  most  reckless  and 
nncalled-for  expenditures  of  the  people's  money.  He  has  done  as 
much  as  anyone  on  that  side  of  the  House  to  make  this  a  billion 
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and  a  half  dollar  CoDgi-esa,  the  most  costly  and  expensive  Con- 
gress in  all  the  history  ot  our  country.  When  we  compare  his 
record  with  his  professions,  he  is  as  disingenuous  as  he  is  incon- 
sistent. 

He  is  strenuously  opposed  now  to  this  appropriation  of  $350,000 
for  a  Government  exhibit  and  the  necessary  and  incidental  Gov- 
ernment building  at  the  Charleston  Exposition.  At  the  last  mo- 
ment—in the  dying  days  of  this  Congress— he  is  awakened  and 
rises  up  in  patriotic  indignation  to  sound  the  alarm,  and  in  'sten- 
torian tones  declare  these  appropriations  must  cease  or  the  ex- 
chequer of  the  Government  will  be  depleted.  It  seems  to  me 
the  gentleman's  good  intentions  are  rather  late,  and  should  have 
been  put  in  execution  long  ere  this. 

Sir,  I  am  at  least  consistent.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  exposition  in 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  in  my  humble  way  to 
make  it  a  success  and  an  object  lesson  that  will  help  the  South- 
land and  reflect  credit  on  the  whole  country.  I  believe  in  these 
expositions  of  our  progress,  our  industry,  and  our  material  re- 
sources. 

I  believe  they  do  great  good;  that  they  are  great  object  lessons 
to  the  people  and  great  educators  for  the  masses.  The  Govern- 
ment should  participate  in  all  of  them  and  give  what  aid  it  can. 
The  benefits  to  the  people  are  inestimable  and  the  small  sum 
spent  wise  and  prudent  economy  that  will  ultimately  be  returned 
an  hundred  fold. 

Entertaining  these  views  I  shall  cordially  stand  by  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  and  I  trust  his  motion  will  prevail.  I  am 
on  record  in  favor  of  expositions.  I  voted  for  the  Omaha  Exposi- 
tion, for  the  Pan-American  Exposition,  for  the  St.  Louis  Exposi- 
tion, and  on  the  roll  call  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  Charleston 
Exposition.  I  like  the  people  of  the  South;  I  believe  in  them, 
in  their  future,  and  I  want  to  help  them  demonstrate  to  the  world 
in  an  educational  way  their  greatness,  their  grandeur,  their  com- 
merce, their  resources,  their  progress,  and  their  material  indus- 
tries. 

In  my  judgment,  this  exposition  is  most  desirable  and  will  do 
incalculable  good.  It  will  astonish  many,  and  rivet  the  attention 
of  America  on  the  New  South,  with  its  innumerable  opportunities, 
its  untold  wealth,  and  its  myriad  possibilities.  Give  the  grand 
old  South  a  chance,  and  the  result  will  be  as  surprising  as  the 
vast  amount  of  invaluable  information  disseminated  will  be 
beneficial. 

This,  sir,  is  not  a  local  or  a  sectional  matter.  It  will  help  and 
benefit  our  whole  country.  I  dissent  from  the  provincial  and 
narrow  view  taken  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  question.  The 
Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicjigo  did  more  for  this  counti-y  in 
different  ways  than  the  most  eloquent  tongue  can  ever  portray. 

Every  exposition  ever  held  in  this  country  has  been  a  great  na- 
tional blessing  that  has  made  for  peace,  for  progress,  and  for  civ- 
ilization. We  spend  yearly  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  for 
useless  objects  and  worthless  matters,  but  when  a  few  thousands 
of  dollars  are  asked  for  educational  purposes,  for  thQ  benefit  of 
humanity,  for  the  diffusion  of  information,  some  all-wise  and  far- 
seeing  cheeseparing  statesman  gravely  arises  and  in  sepulchral 
tones  objects. 

The  SPEAKEE.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  expired. 
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New  York  Post-Offlce. 


March  S,  1901. 

Mr.  SULiZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill,  caiTying  enormons  ap- 
propriatioDB,  is  another  demonstration  of  the  cohesive  power  of 
public  plunder.  I  doubt  not  it  will  pass  without  a  division.  I 
am  somewhat  suprised,  to  say  the  least,  at  the  present  attitude  of 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Cannon],  and  I 
faU  to  hear  his  eloquent  and  emphatic  protest  against  this  bill, 
which  will  take  hundreds  and  hundreds  and  thousands  of  dollars 
out  of  the  public  Treasury.  Yesterday,  the  day  before,  and  for 
several  days  last  past,  we  have  heard  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
.protesting  against  these  kind  of  reckless  and  extravagant  appro- 
priations. But  when  this  omnibus  building  bill  comes  up,  ap- 
propriating this  vast  amount  of  money,  we  do  not  hear  a  word 
from  the  gentleman  from  Illinois.  He  is  as  dumb  as  an  oyster.  It 
is  the  old,  old  story.  It  only  goes  to  show,  however,  how  strong 
and  powerful  local  patronage  is  to  secure  legislation. 

The  principal  point  I  now  desire  to  make  is  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  has  refused  to  give  New  York 
City  a  new  post-office.  A  bill  for  that  purpose  has  been  in  the 
committee  for  six  years.  New  York  City  is  unjustly  discrimi- 
nated against.  The  post-office  in  New  York  City  is  old  and  dilapi- 
dated. It  is  no  longer  adapted  to  the  postal  affairs  of  the  metrop- 
olis. It  is  a  menace  to  the  health  and  to  the  lives  and  limbs  of 
every  man  employed  in  it.  Thousands  of  men  employed  in  the 
New  York  City  post-office  are  compelled  to  work  underground, 
standing  part  of  the  time  during  each  twenty-four  hours  in  water 
and  in  dampness.  Every  merchant,  the  chamber  of  commerce, 
the  press,  the  people,  every  board  of  industry  and  board  of  trade 
in  New  York  have  petitioned  Congress  for  the  last  three  years  to 
appropriate  enough  money  to  build  a  new  and  decent  post-offlce 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

I  myself,  sir,  have  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  this  House  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  petitions  and  resolutions  in  favor  of  a  new  post- 
office  in  New  York  City.  They  have  been  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee and  that  has  been  the  end  of  the  matter.  I  want  to  enter 
my  most  emphatic  protest  against  the  outrageous  way  New  York 
City  is  treated  by  Congress. 

The  post-office  in  New  York  City  supplies  more  revenue  to  the 
Government  than  any  other  ten  post-offices  in  the  United  States. 
The  revenue  from  that  post  office,  over  and  above  its  expenses, 
amounts  every  year  to  between  five  and  six  millions  of  dollars.  It 
is  the  greatest  post-office  for  the  distribution  and  the  transmis- 
sion of  mail  in  this  country;  and  J  say  in  all  sincerity  that  the 
great  metropolis  of  the  country  should  have  a  post-offlce  that  will 
be  not  alone  a  credit  to  the  nation,  but  will  preserve  the  Hves  and 
not  menace  the  health  of  the  people  who  are  compelled  to  work 
in  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Bnildings  and 
Grounds  and  the  committee  appropriate  money  for  every  little 
crossroad  post-office  in  the  country.  There  is  no  trouble  to  get 
an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  some  little  country  post-office 
that  is  an  expense  to  the  Government,  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
IJOst-offlce  of  the  city  of  New  York  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  is  deaf  to  all  supplications  and  to  all  the 
entreaties  of  the  people  of  that  great  city. 

The  entire  postal  business  of  the  country  is  centered  in  New 
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York  City,  and  that  city  sbould  have  a  post-ofiBce  of  adequate  ac- 
commodations to  facilitate  business.  We  only  ask  for  decent 
treatment— for  what  is  .Inst  and  right.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an 
editorial  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  March  1  instant 

The  SPEAKER.    The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Texas  yield  to  me 
time  enough  to  have  this  article  read? 

Mr.  BAILEY  of  Texas.  1  have  agreed  to  give  out  the  time,  and 
will  have  to  take  it  from  others. 

Mr.  SQLZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  print 
as  a  part  of  my  remarks  an  editorial  from  the  New  York  Herald 
of  March  1,  1901,  regarding  the  New  York  post-oflSce. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  asks  unani- 
mous consent  to  print  an  editorial  from  the  New  York  Herald  in 
reference  to  the  New  York  post-oflSce. 

Mr.  MERCER,    I  object,  Mr.  Speaker,  until  I  know  what  it  is. 

Mr.  SULZER.  It  is  a  very  short  editorial  from  the  New  York 
Herald.  It  does  not  refer  to  the  gentleman,  but  only  to  this  post- 
office. 

The  SPEAKER.    Objection  is  made. 


Deer  in  Alaska. 


March  2,  1901. 

Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  offer  an  amendment. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  bill  that  "  hereafter  no  hides  of  deer  shall  be  exported 
from  Alaska  under  a  penalty  of  $100  for  each  hide." 

Mr.  WARREN.  I  raise  the  point  of  order  on  the  amendment; 
it  is  not  germane,  and  is  new  legislation. 

Mr.  SULZER.     Upon  that  I  desire  to  be  heard. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  hear  the  gentleman  on  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  Alaska  code  bill  passed 
this  House,  by  some  inadvertence  there  was  no  provision  put  in 
that  bill  to  protect  the  deer  of  Alaska.  This  was  a  mistake  of 
grave  importance.  The  deer  of  Alaska  are  being  rapidly  exter- 
minated by  the  Indians,  who  hunt  the  deer  simply  for  their  hides. 
I  am  reliably  informed — in  fact,  I  know — that  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  deer  in  Alaska  are  slaughtered  every  winter  by  the 
Indians.  During  the  winter  the  deep  snows  compel  the  deer  to 
come  down  from  the  mountains,  and  the  natives  ruthlessly 
slaughter  them  for  their  skins.  Their  skins  are  sold  for  from  50 
cents  to  a  dollar  apiece.    If  this  thing  continues 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  is  prepared  to  rule  on  the  question. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  just  one  moment  more.  If  this 
thing  continues,  in  a  very  short  time  the  deer  of  Alaska  will  be 
exterminated,  and  the  people  who  live  there  and  who  to  a  certain 
extent_subsist  on  the  meat  of  the  deer  will  be  nnable  to  get  fresh 
meat.  "  The  natives  slaughter  the  defenseless  deer,  and  in  ninety- 
nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  leave  the  carcass  to  rot. 

This  amendment  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  people 
of  Alaska  and  in  the  interest  of  the  protection  of  the  deer.  It 
ought  to  be  adopted.  Every  true  sportsman  should  favor  it.  I 
trust  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  point  of  order  against  the 
amendment.    If  he  does  not — and  the  Chair  sustains  it — I  shaU  at 
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once  prepare  and  introduce  a  bill  to  accomplish  the  purpose  de- 
sired. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  has  entire  relation  to  educational 
matters  in  Alaska  and  no  relation  whatever  to  deer,  and  therefore 
the  amendment  is  clearly  out  of  order. 


Philippine  Commission. 


March  3, 1901. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOB.  Well,  but  here  politics  are  cared  for  by 
thi*(^ft  IjpiMocrfits 

Mr.  DALZELL.  I  yield  one  minute  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  . 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  constrained  to  differ  with 
my  friend  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  I  believe  this  resolu- 
tion should  be  defeated.  It  ought  to  be,  in  my  opinion.  For 
myself,  I  am  opposed  to  Congressional  junketing  committees  and 
Congressional  junketing  trips.  If  members  of  Congress. want  to 
visit  Porto  Rico,  Cuba,  and  the  Philippine  Islands,  let  them  go, 
and  God  speed  them,  but,  sir,  let  them  go  at  their  own  expense, 
and  not  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  I  sin- 
cerely believe  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  will  be  futile.  It 
will  establish  a  bad  precedent,  which  ought  not  to  be  established. 
It  will  be  a  great  expense,  with  no  satisfactory  results.  It  vnXl 
give  us  no  additional  information.  We  have  now  all  the  infor- 
mation we  want  in  regard  to  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  to  do  our  duty  to  humanity  and  to  ourselves  accord- 
ing to  the  traditions  of  this  Republic. 

The  SPEABLER.    The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  Exposition. 


March  3,  1901. 

Mr.  CANNON".  I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
two  minutes,  and  then  I  want  to  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  not  concur  in  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Payne]  has  said.  I  dissent  from 
his  conclusions.  There  is  nothing  narrow,  illiberal,  or  sectional 
about  me.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  If  we  appropriate  money 
for  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  and  for  the  Buffalo  Pan-American  Ex- 
position, we  ought  to  be  big  enough  and  brave  enough  and  broad 
enough  to  appropriate  |250,000  for  the  Charleston  Exposition.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  exposition  at  Buffalo,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
position at  St.  Louis,  and,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  exposition  at 
Charleston.  They  are  all  in  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  will 
help  to  educate  us  and  disseminate  useful  and  valuable  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  doubt  not,  is  in 
favor  of  the  Buffalo  Exposition;  he  wants  public  money  for  a  city 
in  his  own  State,  and  yet  he  is  opposed  to  appropriating  money 
just  as  necessary  in  the  interest  of  education  and  the  dissemina- 
tion of  information  for  the  Charleston  Exposition.  He  should  be 
consistent.  His  position  is  untenable.  I  hope  the  House  will  vote 
for  all  of  these  expositions  or  defeat  them  all.     [Applause.] 

The  SPEAKER.    The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 
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War  Taxes. 


December  15, 1900, 

Mr.  PAYNE.  I  yield  ten  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

Mr.  SULZEE.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  amendment 
to  tax  industrial  combinationB,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  can  not  be 
successfully  denied  that  there  is  much  force  and  logic  in  all  that 
the  gentleman  from  Nevada  [Mr.  Newlands]  has  said  in  its  favor. 
I  agree  with  him  that  if  we  must  raise  more  revenue  it  should  be 
collected  from  wealth  and  not  from  toil.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret 
to  me,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  to  the  people  generally,  that  the 
majority  members  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  did  not 
frame  a  biU  to  repeal  the  Spanish- American  war- revenue  taxes. 

The  war  act  of  1898,  which  imposed  that  taxation,  was  an  emer- 
gency measure.  It  was  passed  hurriedly  and  without  much  con- 
sideration to  raise  immediate  money  for  the  purpose  of  success- 
fully prosecuting  the  Spanish- American  war.  It  was  a  war  meas- 
ure, and  it  was  so  described  at  that  time  by  the  leaders  of  the 
Eepublican  party  in  this  House,  wlio  gave  assurances  to  the  coun- 
try that  just  so  soon  as  the  war  was  over  these  war  taxes  would 
be  repealed. 

The  war  has  been  over  for  more  than  two  years  and  the  Repub- 
lican party  is  just  now  partially  reducing  the  war  taxes.  I  am 
opposed  to  a  continuance  of  these  war  taxes  in  time  of  peace. 
They  are  obnoxious  and  vexations,  and  should  be  repealed.  In  my 
judgment  they  could  be  repealed  without  causing  a  deficit.  But 
if  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  believe  otherwise  and  claim  more 
revenue  is  necessary,  not  for  an  economical  administration  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  but  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  Republican  polit- 
ical schemes— some  of  which  you  now  have  under  advisement- 
then,  I  say,  that  instead  of  raising  the  revenue  from  the  poor, 
from  the  producers  and  the  consumers  of  the  country,  you  should 
raise  this  additional  revenue  by  a  tax  on  the  trusts  and  the  ac- 
cumulated and  idle  wealth  of  the  land.  That  would  be  fairer, 
more  equitable,  and  more  consistent. 

I  am  opposed  to  robbing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
I  am  opposed  to  unjust  and  unnecessary  taxation.  The  war  tax 
law  is  the  worst  kind  of  special  legislation,  and  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  is  a  species  of  this  special  legislation  carried  to  its 
logical  sequence.  It  can  not  be  justified  now;  it  could  only  be 
tolerated  in  time  of  war;  and  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  people 
of  the  country  will  be  sadly  disappointed  by  the  action  of  the  Re- 
publicans. They  expected  you  to  keep  your  promise  and  repeal 
these  burdensome  taxes. 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  legislation  bestowing  special  benefits  on  the 
few  is  unjust  and  against  the  masses  and  for  the  classes.  It  has 
gone  on  until  less  than  8  per  cent  of  the  people  own  more  than 
two-thirds  of  all  the  wealth  of  our  country.  It  has  been  truly 
said  that  monarchies  are  destroyed  by  poverty  and  republics  by 
wealth.  If  the  greatest  Republic  the  world  has  ever  seen  is  de- 
stroyed, it  will  fall  by  this  vicious  system  of  robbing  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few. 

The  total  population  of  the  United  States  is  about  75,000,000. 

The  total  aggregate  wealth  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 

best  statistics  that  can  be  procured,  is  estimated  at  about  $75,000,- 

000,000;  and  it  appears,  and  no  doubt  much  to  the  surprise  of 
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many,  that  oat  of  a  total  population  of  75,000,000  less  than  25,000 
psrsons  in  the  United  States  own  moTe  than  one- half  of  the  entire 
aggregate  wealth  of  the  land.  And  this  has  all  been  brought  about 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years  by  combinations  and  conspiracies 
called  "  trusts "  fostered  by  special  legislation  and  nurtured  by 
political  favoritism. 

The  centralization  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of  the  few  by  the 
robbery  of  the  many  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has 
been  simply  enormous,  and  the  facts  and  figures  are  appalling. 
Three-quarters  of  the  entire  wealth  of  our  land  appears  to  be  con- 
centrated in  the  hands  of  a  very  small  minority  of  the  people,  and 
the  number  of  persons  constituting  that  minority  grows  smaller 
and  smaller  every  year.  I  am  in  favor  of  repealing  the  war  taxes 
and  making  the  accumulated  wealth  of  the  land  pay  its  j  nst  share 
of  the  burdens  of  government.  This  can  readily  and  easily  be 
done  by  a  graduated  corporation  tax  that  will  reach  the  dividends 
and  watered  stocks  of  the  great  industrial  combinations  and  mo- 
nopolies and  by  a  graduated  inheritance  tax  that  will  reach  the 
idle  and  accumulated  wealth  of  the  land. 

I  am  in  favor  of  making  the  idle  wealth,  the  monopolies,  and 
all  these  great  trusts,  giant  corporations,  and  selfish  syndicates  do 
what  the  Republican  party  by  law  compels  the  toilers,  the  pro- 
ducers, and  the  consumers  to  do,  and  that  is  to  pay  the  taxes — pay 
their  just  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

By  a  graduated  corporation  tax  and  a  graduated  inheritance  tax 
we  would  lift  the  tax  burdens  from  the  farmers,  the  workingmen, 
and  the  consumers  and  place  them  where  they  justly  belong,  be- 
sides establishing  publicity  and  to  some  extent  preventing  the 
watering  of  stocks  and  the  centralization  of  wealth. 

In  my  judgment  this  system  of  a  graduated  inheritance  tax  and 
graduated  corporation  tax  is  the  fairest,  the  most  honest,  and  the 
most  equitable  system  of  taxation  that  can  be  devised;  and  I  be- 
lieve if  it  were  put  into  operation  that  it  would  pay  more  than 
one-half  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Government.  Believing  as  I 
do,  I  am  glad  to  support  this  amendment  and  I  sincerely  hope  it 
will  be  adopted. 

To-day  more  than  three-quarters  of  the  idle  wealth  of  this  conn- 
try  escapes  taxation  and  practically  bears  no  part  of  the  burdens 
of  government.  This  is  not  right.  lam  glad  to  say  that  I  believe 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Nevada  will  cure, 
to  some  extent  at  least,  this  inequality  and  injustice  in  our  sys- 
tem of  taxation.  I  trust  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  will  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  You  can  not  say  it  is 
not  fair  and  just. 

If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Payne]  answers  that  it 
will  increase  the  revenue,  then  we  reply  that  he  and  his  associates 
on  that  side  of  the  House  can  readily  reduce  the  revenue  by  re- 
pealing some  of  the  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  we  will 
help  them  to  do  it.     [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
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OF 
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IN 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen:  Some  time  recently  I  was  asked  to 
be  here  to-night,  and  to  speak  to  you  about  the  history  of  Tammany. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  It  Is  a  matter  of  much  personal  gratification 
for  me  to  be  with  you  on  this  interesting  occasion,  and  to  thank  you 
sincerely  for  your  kind  reception  and  cordial  greeting.  I  know,  how- 
ever, in  the  brief  time  I  shall  occupy  your  attention,  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  even  partially  meet  your  expectations,  for  the  long 
story  of  the  many  commendable  acts,  and  the  eventful  history  of  the 
glorious  achievements,  of  Tammany,  for  a,  century  and  more,  cannot 
be  told  in  a  night,  and  cannot  be  read  in  a.  day. 

To  know  Tammany,  and  what  it  has  done,  you  must  study  the  an- 
nals of  this  city,  the  record  of  the  state,  and  the  history  of  the  Re- 
public. 

THE  PAST  AND  THE   FUTURE. 

Let  me  say  at  the  commencement  that  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
fitting  time  for  grave  retrospection  of  the  past,  for  sober  consideration 
of  the  present,  for  a  hopeful  glance  of  the  future — a  fitting  time  for  us 
to  ponder  deeply,  and  like  true  brothers  to  take  counsel.  There  is  no  ac- 
rimonious campaign  raging  now  to  sway  our  reason — no  political  strife 
to  disturb  our  judgment.  We  meet  as  citizens  of  a  common  country — 
with  a  common  interest — .joint  heirs  of  a  common  destiny.  We  meet 
to-night  as  patriots  as  in  by-gone  days — in  the  old  wigwam — to  incul- 
cate the  lessons  of  political  truth — and  to  hand  down  from  father  to  son 
unimpaired,  the  priceless  story  that  all  should  know,  and  that  cannot 
be  too  often  told — ^the  story  of  what  this  ancient  society — grand  old  Tlam- 
n,any — in  the  years  .gone  by  has  done  for  civil  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
man.  It  is  a  story  we  can  all  be  proud  of,  and  point  to  with  feelings  of 
just  admiration — it  is  in  part  the  story  of  the  rise  and  growth  of  the 
great  American  Republic — the  greatest  and  the  grandrest  government 
ever  instituted  among  men. 
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TAMMANY  AN  INDIAN  NAME. 
The  word  "Tammany"  is  an  Indian  name  and  belongs  to  America. 
It  was  here  before  Columbus  came,  and  it  will  be  a  part  of  our  nomen- 
clature while  history  lives.  I  like  ouj  Indian  names.  They  belong  to 
this  continent.  They  are  all  our  own,  and  for  music  and  harmony  and 
beauty  cannot  be  surpassed  in  the  world.  We  should  do  our  best  to 
preserve  them  for  all  time  to  come.  It  would  be  well  if  they  were  more 
in  use. 

MOUNT  TAMMANY. 
On  the  banks  of  the  classic  Delaware  River — near  the  beautiful 
water-gap — is  a  stately  mountain,  rearing  its  majestic  form  amid  the 
clomdls — and  looking  down  from  its  heroic  heights  can  be  viewed  for 
miles  the  picturesque  scenery  of  the  surrounding  country.  It  is  an  im- 
perishable monument  of  nature.  It  has  stood  for  ages  and  will  stand — 
in  all  its  grandeur — for  ages  yet  to  come.  Many,  many  years  ago — long 
ere  the  Revolution  began — men  called  it  'Tammany'  in  honor  of  one  of 
the  most  distinguished,  one  of  the  most  accomplished,  one  of  the  wisest, 
and  one  of  the  mo6t  celebrated  chieftains  in  all  Indian  history.  This 
Indian,  Tammany,  was  the  trusted  com.panion  of  William  Penn,  and 
the  truest  friend  the  early  white  settlers  ever  had.  Penn  speaks  of  him 
as  a  grand  old  man — vigorous  in  mind  and  body,  wise,  sagacious,  and 
with  high  Ideals  of  liberty.  Many  mythical  tales  and  remarkable  leg- 
ends are  told  concerning  this  unique  Indian,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  his 
wisdom,  his  bravery,  his  love  of  justice,  and  his  sagacity.  These  stor- 
ies about  Tammany  lived  through  all  the  years  of  the  early  period 
of  our  history,  and  by  reason  of  them,  Tamra'any  becamje  the  patron 
saint  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  during  the  entire  Revolution.  Many  of  his 
precepts  were  the  watchwords  of  the  Continentals  during  the  times 
that  tried  men's  souls;  and  his  well  known  love  of  freedom  the  in- 
spiration of  the  immortal  minute  men  during  the  long,  dark,  terrible 
seven  years'  struggle  for  American   Independence. 

TAMMANY  .THE    SAINT. 

The  camp-fires  of  the  patriots  burned  brighter  because  St.  Tam- 
many had  lived,  and  his  example  was  the  incentive  to  many  an  act  of 
heroism  in  those  stormy  days  unequalled  in  the  world. 

The  wise  sayings  of  Tammany  made  him  a  saint  and  the  greatest 
of  Indian  philosophers.  The  wonderful  story  of  his  life  is,  to  my  mind, 
one  of  the  most  interesting  character  studies  in  all  American  biography. 
The  truth  and  romance  concerning  him  are  inseparably  interwoven  in 
all  the  magical  story  of  the  formative  period  of  the  American  nation. 

It  is  said  of  Tammany  that  he  loved  liberty  better  than  life. 

THE  TAMMANY  SOCIETY. 
And  so.  my  friendls,  this  Society — like  the  mountain  on  the  Del- 
aware— took  its  i.ame,  a  name  known  far  and  near  to-day,  from  this  il- 
lustrious Indian  chieftain.  It  is  founded  on  the  rock  of  freedom,  its 
precepts  are  his  precepts,  its  character  his  character  and  It  is  now, 
ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  safe  against  the  storms  of  time,  because 
it  is  dedicated  Lo  the  immortal  principle  that  civil  liberty  Is  the  glory 
of  man. 

Amid  the  throes,  of  the  greatest  'revolution  for  freedom  that  ever 
rocked  the  world,  the  germ  of  the  Society  of  Tammany  was  generatea 
jind  came  into  being.    Men  who  stake  their  lives  for  liberty  know  how 


to  value  liberty  and  how  to  preserve  It.  We  can  only  be  free  by  mak- 
ing others  free.  The  patriots  who  risked  all  for  American  Independence 
appreciated  what  had  been  won  and  were  determined  not  to  lose  tl. 
After  the  stress  of  seven  years  of  war  and  privation,  after  the  shock 
and  suffering  of  battle,  after  peace  had  been  declared  and  America  had 
taken  her  place  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  incident  to  it  all,  and 
on  the  ruins  of  long  years  of  tyranny  and  despotism  two  societies  were 
formed,  one  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  called  the  "Society  of  Cincin- 
nati," and  the  other  here,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  called  the  "Tam- 
many Society  of  the  Columbian  Order."  The  first  was  organized  by  the 
officers  of  the  Revolution  to  be  an  exclusive  organization  based  on  the 
feudal  principle  of  primogeniture,  only  officers  and  their  eldest  son  in 
a  direct  line  were  to  be  eligible  for  membership.  The  second— the  Tam- 
many Society— was  organized  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  soldiers  who 
fought  for  American  liberty.  It  was  inclusive  and'  based  on  the  im- 
mortal principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  Society  of  Cincinnati  was  aristocracy  personified — the  Tam- 
many Society  was  Democracy  deified.  One  was  for  the  few,  the  other 
for  the  many — one  hereditary — the  other  equality. 

Both  of  these  societies  have  lived  through  all  the  years,  but  you 
hear  very  little  of  the  one  and  a  great  deal  of  the  other. 

TAMMANY    SPRANG    FROM    THE    REVOLUTION. 

Tammany  drew  Its  first  inspiration  from  the  Revolution.  It  stands 
to-day,  and  has  ever  stood,  for  all  that  great  struggle  accomplished.  Its 
mission  is  human  liberty,  its  cause  the  rights  of  man. 

The  Tammany  Society  is  generally  misunderstood,  and  sometimes 
wilfully  misrepresented  by  those  who  are  not  members  of  it,  and  un- 
familiar with  its  organization  and  its  workings.  There  Is  the  Tammany 
Society,  or  Columbian  Order,  which  is  a  fraternal  organization,  dedi- 
cated to  the  noblest  works  of  mankind;  and  there  is  the  Tammany 
political  organization,  dedicated  to  Democratic  principles,  and  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people  and  the  public  weal. 

INCORPORATED    IN    1805. 

Two  weeks  after  George  Washington  took  the  oath  of  office  as  the 
first  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  steps'  of  the  old  City  Hall 
in  Wall  street,  the  Tammany  Society,  or  Columbian  Order,  was  formal- 
ly organized  by  William  Mooney  and  other  diistingulshed  citizens  of 
our  municipality.  In  1805  it  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature. It®  object  was  to  afford  relief  to  indigent  and  distressed  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  their  widows  and  orphans,  and  others  who 
might  be  found  worthy  and  proper  objects  of  its  charity.  It  is  a  ben- 
evolent institution  with  a  monument  of  eternal  fame  in  ten  thousand 
kind  and  noble  acts  and  glorious  deeds.  Since  its  organization,  it  ha/S, 
without  an  exception,  annually  celebrated  Independence  Day.  It  Is 
based  on  the  rock  of  liberty,  its  corner-stone  is  freedom,  lbs  walls  the 
bulwarks  of  our  fres  institutions,  its  inner  sanctity  a  temple  of  justice, 
and  its  future,  as  its  past,  dedicated  to  the  great  truths  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson penned  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

ITS  GREAT  ROLL  OF  MEiMBERSHIP. 

Call  the  roll  of  its  illustrious  membership  for  the  past  one  hundred 
years,  and  you  will  listen  to  the  names  of  presidents  and  poets,  soldiers 
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and  statesmen,  governors  and  mayors,  great  judges,  great  merchants, 
great  legislators,  great  writers,  and  distinguished  citizens  In  every 
walk  of  life  and  In  every  avenue  of  Industry,  the  Nation's  greatest  and 
niost  patriotic  sons,  whose  deeds  of  nobility,  whose  acts  of  valor,  and 
whose  works  in  the  vineyard  of  mankind  make  out  history  the  proudest 
boast  of  an  American  citizen. 

In  the  words  of  Horatio  Seymour,  standing  In  this  hall,  on  a  mem- 
orable occasion:  "This  society,  during  its  long  history,  has  embraced 
among  its  members  many  of  the  moat  eminent  men  of  the  state  ajid 
nation.  It  has  always  proved  true,  not  only  to  national  honor,  but  to 
the  rights  of  the  state  and  the  best  Interests  of  Its  citizens." 

"WHY  THE  SOCIETY  ADOPTED  ABORIGINAL,  FORMS. 
Another  object  of  the  Society  was  to  conciliate  the  numerous  tribes 
of  Indians  who  were  devastating  the  defenseless  frontiers  and  carry- 
ing deaith  and  desolation,  with  fire  and  tomahawk,  to  the  homes  of  the 
intrepid  pioneers.  Out  of  reverence  to  the  memory  of  the  venerated 
chief  Tammany,  and  the  better  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  the  Society  adopted  aboriginal  forms,  costumes  and  cer- 
emonies. The  year  was  divided  into  four  seasons.  December,  January 
and  February  wais  the  Season  of  the  Snows;  March.  April  and  May, 
the  Season  of  Blossoms;  June,  July  and  August,  the  Season  of  Fruita, 
September,  October  and  November,  the  Season  of  Hunting;  and  these 
seasons  were  divided  into   Moons. 

The  members  of  the  Society  were  divided  into  thirteen  tribes,  cor- 
responding to  the  number  of  the  original  States. 

New  York  was  the  Eagle  tribe;  Delaware,  the  Tiger;  Virginia, 
the  Deer;  Georgia,  the  Wolf;  North  Carolina,  the  Buffalo;  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Bee;  Connecticut,  the  Beaver;  New  Hampshire,  the  Squir- 
rel; Maryland,  the  Fox;  New  Jersey,  the  Tortoiise;  Massachusetts, 
the  Bear;  Rhode  Island,  the  Eel.  and  South  Carolina,  the  Dog.  For- 
merly, when  members  Joined  the  Societ«f,  either  they  chose  the 
tribe  to  which  they  proposed  to  belong,  or  were  assigned  to  one  by  the 
Grand  Sachem;  but  this  observance  has  now  fallen  into  disuse.  They 
are  all  now  called  'Tigers,'  probably  from  the  characteristics  which  the 
great  Chief  Tammany,  in  his  farewell  legendary  addlress  to  the  child- 
ren oif  his  several  tribe?,  attributed  to  the  Tiger. 

The  Society  elects  annually  thirteen  Sachems,  the  number  of  the 
original  thirteen  states.  One  of  them  is  elected  as  the  Grand  Sachem. 
This  body  forms  the  Council  presided  over  by  the  Grand  Sachem,  which 
meets  quarterly  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  other  officers  of  the  Society  are  a  Scribe,  a  treasurer,  a  saga- 
more and  a.  wiskimskie.  The  duty  of  the  scribe  is  to  record  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society;  of  the  sagamore  to  take  charge  of  its  property,  and 
Cft  the  wiskinskie  to  act  as  doorkeeper. 

INITIATION. 

Members  of  the  Society,  other  than  honorary,  are  proposed  at  one 
meeting,  elected  at  the  next,  and  initiated  at  the  next.  They  musi 
have  nearly  a  unanimous  vote  to  be  elected.  The  names  of  the  hon- 
orary members  are  inscribed  on  a  roll  separate  from  the  names  of  the 
active  members.  At  the  Initiation  of  the  Grand  Sachem  the  'Et-hoh 
Song'  is  sung,  commencing: 

"Brothers,  our  Council-fire  shines  bright,  Et-hoh." 

At  the  initiation  of  a  member,  a  different  one  is  sung,  the  first 
stanza  of  which  is  as  follows: 


"Sacred's  the  ground  where  Freedom's  found 

And  Virtue  stamps  her  name; 
Our  hearts  entwine  at  friendship's  shrine. 
And  Union  fans  the  flame. 
Our  hearts  sincere, 
Shall  greet  you  here. 
With  Joyful  voice 
Conilrm  your  choice. 
Et-hoh!     Elt-hoh!     Bt-hoh!" 
Every  member  who  proposes  a  person  for  initiation  is  required  to 
vou<;h  that  he  is  a  true  patriot  and  firmly  attached  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

MEETING   PI.ACES  OP   THE  SOCIEJTT. 

The  Society  first  met  in  Fraunce's  old  tavern  near  the  Battery. 
From  there  it  went.  In  1798,  to  the  wigwam  ajt  Martllng's,  the  corner  of 
Spruce  and  Nassau  streets,  where  it  remained  until  1812,  wlien  it  re- 
moved to  the  wigwam  on  the  site  of  the  present  "Sun"  building,  at  the 
corner  of  Franlcfort  and  Nassau  streets.  Here  it  remained  until  1868, 
when  it  removed  to  its  present  magnificent  wigwam  on  Bast  Fourteenth 
street.  In  1868  this  wigwam  was  opened  with  great  pomp  and  much 
ceremony.  In  the  same  year  the  Democraitic  National  Convention 
w«s  held  in  the  wigwam  and  that  great  Democrat,  Horatio  Seymour, 
ntuniinated  foir  President.  From  then  until  now  this  has  been  the  real 
home  of  Democracy  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

What  a  history  of  Democratic  gatherings  these  walls  couM  tell! 
What  eloquence  has  here  been  heard  for  equal  rights  and  human  liberty! 

THE  POLITICAL,  TAMMANY. 

Besides  the  Tammany  Society  there  is  also  in,  connection  with  it  the 
Tamimany  political  organization  the  greatest  Democratic  organization 
In  the  country.  It  first  asserted  itself  in  the  closing  days  of  the  18th 
century.  It  was  organized  under  the  leadership  of  the  founders  of  the 
Democratic  party— Jefferson  and  Burr.  It  first  attacked  the  powerful 
Federal  party  which  was  rapidly  establishing,  on  the  ruins  of  mon- 
archy, an  aristocracy. 

Before  1800  Tammany  was  composed  of  men  of  different  political 
opinions,  and  took  no  prominent  part  in  politics.  But  in  the  campaign 
of  that  year,  which  resulted  in  a  decided  victory  for  the  people,  its 
members  stood  together,  the  Federal  party  received  its  death  blow;  the 
power  of  the  aristocracy  was  broken,  the  tendiencies  to  empire  were 
swept  away,  and  Thomas  Jefferson  elected  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  the  first  and  most  signal  of  Democratic  triumphs  in  this 
country.     It   was  the  end  of  the  Federal   party. 

AN   EPOCH. 

The  influence  of  that  victory  was  far-reaching  and  is  felt  to-day. 
It  was  an  epoch.  Its  iraipulse  on  our  political  destiny  is  familiar  to  all 
students  of  history.  Books  have  been  written  about  it  and  the  subject 
is  inexhaustible.  It  was  a  crisis  in  our  political  history.  The  people 
won,  and  the  influence  of  Tammany  In  that  memorable  contest  turned 
the  current  of  events,  settled  for  all  time  the  complexion  of  our  Institu- 
tions, and  demonstrated  that  this  is  a  government  of  the  people,  guar- 
anteeing equality  before  the  law,  and  deriving  its  jutet  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  governed. 


From  thence  forward  the  Influence  of  Tammany  has  been  felt  In 
every  campaign.  It  has  been  for  the  people  and  for  Democracy.  It 
has  done  more  for  the  state,  and  more  for  this  great  city,- than  any 
other  political  organization  that  ever  existed. 

ITS  INFI.UENCE.— WHAT  IT  HAS  DONE. 
The  influence  of  Tammany  on  the  early  destiny  of  our  country  can- 
not be  overestimated  or  exaggerated.  It  supported  and  lent  lustre  to 
the  administration  of  Washinston.  It  harmonized  every  conflfioting  fac- 
tion in  the  early  days  of  the  Republic.  It  Insisted  on  the  adoption  and 
ratification  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  gave  to  the  people  the  power 
which  they  have  ever  since  enjoyed  under  the  organic  law  of  the  land. 
It  protested  against  titles  and  aristocracy.  It  did  not  believe  in  lords  and 
dukes  and  kings  and  queens.  It  thwarted  the  schemes  of  the  enemies  of 
the  Republic.  It  believed  the  Revolutionary  war  had  not  been  fought  In 
vain  but  had  brought  about  a  new  era  in  the  governments  of  the  world. 
P^om  that  diay  to  this,  it  has  never  been  false  to  its  early  traditions, 
to  its  history,  or  the  tenets  and  objects  of  Us  founders.  It  has  always 
been  true  to  the  principles  of  Jefferson  and  the  Constitution.  It  has 
always  responded  to  every  call  of  the  distressed  and  oppressed  in  every 
land  and  every  clime.  By  personal  subscription  it  raised  sufficient 
funds  to  gather  the  remains  of  the  martyred  patriots,  who  died,  in 
British  prison-ships  in  the  cause  of  Indei)endence,  and  whose  bones  lay 
bleaching  in  the  sun,  whitening  the  shores  of  the  East  River  and  bur- 
led them  with  honor  beneath  the  beautiful  mausoleum  where  they  now 
rest.  It  supported  Jefferson  In  his  great  reform  administration,  It  stood 
with  him  for  a  bill  of  rights  and  helped  to  write  them  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, It  denounced  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws  and'  demanded  their  re- 
peal; it  supported  Jefferson  in  the  Louisiana  purchase  and  helped  to 
ratify  that  treaty;  it  stood  for  manhood,  Eoaffrage  and  ultimately 
wrote  the  law  on  our  statute  books;  it  believed  in  the  flag  and  wanted 
the  flag  to  protect  American  citizens  on  land  and  sea,  at  home  or 
abroad;  it  urged  Ma'dSson  to  protect  American  sailors  from  British 
diepredations  and  ultimately  to  enforce  it  by  declaring  war  against 
England.  It  never  faltered  in  the  war  of  1812;  It  loyally  aid€d  and 
supported  the  government,  denounced  the  proceedings  of  the  treason- 
able Hartford  Convention  and  the  traitors  who  burned  blue  lights  on 
the  shores  of  New  England.  It  first  suggested  and  proclaimed  the  Mon- 
roe Doctrine.  It  organized,  equipped  and  sent  to  the  front  a  regimenx 
in  every  war,  and  has  done  a  thousand  other  glorious  and  patriotic 
deeds  for  the  historian  to  record  on  every  page  of  American  history. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Andrew  Jackson — the  hero  of  New  Orleans — loved  Tammany,  sat 
by  Its  council  fires  and  drew  from  its  teachings  the  inspiration  to  defy 
the  monopoly  of  the  United  States  Bank,  to  destroy  nullification  and  to 
preserve  the  Union  and  the  Constitution. 

'■  In  October,  1792,  and  again  in  October,  1892,  the  Tammany  Society 
celebrated  the  300th  and  400th  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  America 
by  Oolumbus — the  only  celebrations  of  the  event  In  this  country. 

Time  will  not  admit  of  more  than  a  brdef  mention  of  many  of  tlie 
other  achievements  of  Tammany  as  a  patriotic  or  political  organization, 
in  fostering  the  love  of  liberty  and  the  spirit  of  National  Indepemdence, 
and  in  maintaining  the  cause  of  the  masses. 

The  Tammany  Society  was  the  first  to  celebrate  Washington  s 
birthday  after  his  inauguration  as  President  in  1789. 


It  has  never  omitted  the  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  our  National 
Independence — the  Fourth  of  July— and,  as  is  believed,  is  the  only  So- 
ciety in  the  United  States  which  has  always  performed  thait  patriotic 
duty. 

TAMMANY   FOR   MAN. 

The  first  Constitution  of  the  StaAe,  adopted  in  1777,  limited  the 
right  to  vote  by  a  property  qualiflcation,  whereby  the  grea.t  masses  of  the 
people  stood  disfranchised.  The  influence  of  Tammany  was  exerted  In 
the  most  succesKful  way  in  framing  the  Constitutions  of  1821  and  1846, 
extending  the  ballot  and  establJshing  the  system  of  manhood  suffrage, 
as  we  have  It  in  this  state  to-day. 

At  different  times  and  by  various  names,  such  as  "American  party," 
"Know-Nothing  party,"  and  others,  which  need  not  now  be  mentioned 
in  particular,  it  has  been  attempted  to  proscribe  persons  not  bom  in  the 
United  States  and  to  prevent  their  becoming  citizens,  or  to  delay  their 
admission  as  such  by  a  very  extended  term;  but  Tammany  has  al- 
ways vigorously  opposed  all  attempts  at  proscription,  and  has  main- 
tained our  wise  and  liberal  National  policy,  which  has  always  welcomed 
to  our  shores  and  invited  to  our  citizenship  the  down-trodden  people  of 
other  nations. 

Tammany  has  always  been  opposed  to  monopolies,  to  class  legisla- 
tion, to  all  laws  to  favor  an  individual  or  class  of  individuals  over  the 
other  members  of  the  community  in  the  acquijsition  of  wealth  or  in 
the  enjoyment  of  special  privileges. 

TAMMANY   LOYAL  TO   THE  UNION. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  Tammany  has  always  stood  firmly  foi 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  against  every  Influence  which  would 
sever  its  bonds,  or  mar  the  fraternal  and  kindly  relations  that  shoulo 
exist  between  the  great  family  of  states. 

During  the  Civil  War  the  Tammany  Society  fitted  out  and  sent  a 
fully  equipped  regiiment  to  the  field  of  battle,  known  as  the  "Tammany 
Regiment,"  and  the  members  of  the  organization  raised  other  regiments 
and  brigades  for  the  war. 

Tammany  has  always  stood  for  the  cause  of  labor  and  has  cham- 
pioned every  reasonable  measure  which  the  labor  organizations  them- 
selves devised  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  maeses. 

Its  sympathy  and  its  efforts  have  gone  out  to  every  people — in  every 
land — in  the  Occident  and  in  the  orient — struggling  for  liberty  and  th» 
riights  of  self-government. 

Such,  my  friends,  in  brief,  is  an  outline  in  part  of  the  history  of  this 
grand  old  Tammany  organization.    What  a  record  it  presents! 

And  yet  many  well  meaning  citizens  continually  revile  Tammany 
and  denounce  the  organization  as  a  danger  and  menace  to  free  in- 
stitutions. Instead  of  being  a  menace  and  threatening  the  stability  of 
our  institutions,  why  is  it  not  a  safeguard?  I  ask,  has  any  great  vic- 
tory in  the  history  of  the  world,  for  the  good  and  the  right,  ever  been 
won  without  organization?  Men  may  take  a  pessimistic  view  of  organ- 
ization to-day  because  it  seems  to  be  popular,  but  in  the  day  of  dark- 
ness and  trouble  and  defeat,  nothing  can  accomplish  more  good  for  the 
greatest  number  than  the  determined  efforts  of  men  united  together 
under  one  grand  leadership,  fighting  for  principles  that  represent  truth. 
Justice  and  humanity. 


IN   ORGANIZATION  THERE  IS   STRENGTH. 

Organization  is  the  secret  of  sueoess  in  all  great  undertakings;  very 
little  can  be  accomplished  by  individual  effort.  In  organization  there 
is  strength.  The  history  of  the  wori-d  teaches  this  and  successfully 
derrionstrates  the  falsity. of  every  argument  advanced  againist  it.  Every 
step  in  the  world's  progress,  every  movement  for  the  betterment  of  hu- 
manity has  been  accomplished  by  organization.  In  my  judgTnent  more 
can  be  done  for  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  th« 
benefit  of  society  at  large,  by  systamatlo  organization  with  fixed  pur- 
poses and  a  determination  to  succeed  than  In  any  other  way.  We  must 
deal  with  men  as  we  find  them  and  not  as  we  would  wish  them — with 
things  as  they  are,  and  not  as  we  dlesire.  We  cannot  have  everything 
as  we  would  like  until  the  millenium  is  at  hand.  This  Is  a  practical 
age — let  us  be  practical. 

I  am  a  Democrat.  I  believe  in  the  great  fundamental  principles  of 
Demrocracy.  I  believe  we  should  all  stand  together — organdze  and  or- 
ganize— to  achieve  vi-ctory  in  the  cause  of  the  i)eople. 

OPPOSITION  UNJUST. 
Many  intelligent  and  worthy  people  in  our  city,  I  know,  and  I  believe, 
are  opposed  to  Tammany  because  they  know  so  little  about  it.  They 
hear  It  called  an  organization,  and  hence  straightway  denounce  it 
and  ali  organizations.  It  would  be  as  logical  and  equally  as  absurd  to 
denounce  all  government  because  you  do  not  like  the  political  machin- 
ery of  the  Chinese  Em.pire.  From  the  unit  of  the  family  to  the  highest 
perfection  of  civilization  everything  is  organization  in  a  greater  or  a 
lesser  degree.  All  government,  all  society,  all  business,  all  association 
and  all  institutions  are  based  on  the  sure  foundation  of  more  or  less 
perfect  organization.  It  is  the  organization  of  the  drilled  regiment  that 
ntakes  it  effective  and  capable  of  successfully  coping  with  the  multi- 
tude and  the  mob.  It  is  the  discipline  of  the  police  organization  that 
gives  the  citizen  confidence  in  the  security  of  his  person  and  his  prop- 
erty. It  is  the  trained  organization  of  the  fireman  that  makes  insur- 
ance rates  so  low  in  our  city.  Opposition  to  organization  is  unjust,  un- 
democratic and  un-American.  What  great  movement  has  ever  succeed- 
ed without  organization?  From  the  beginning  of  civilization,  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Ohriistian  church,  from  the  discovery  of  America, 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  present  day,  everything  that  has  been  ac- 
complish'ed  for  the  progress  of  the  world  and  the  advancement  of  the 
hunaan  race  has  been  done  by  organized  effort  and  concerted  action. 
Every  man  here  knows  that  to  be  true.  What  organization  has  done 
in  the  past  it  can  do  in  the  future.    Let  us  organize — organize! 

If  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty.  Democratic  organization 
is  its  safeguard  and  best  guarantee. 

TAMMANY   IN   WAR. 

Tammany  supported  Polk  and  Marcy  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  in  the 
ajinexatlon  of  Texas  and  the  acquisition  of  Califoirnia,  which  estab- 
lished our  boundaries  on  the  Pacific  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

When  the  Civil  War  of  1861  followed  the  election  of  Lincoln,  the  in- 
fluence of  Tammany  was  instantly  shown  in  the  patriotic  .action  of  the 
Common  Council  of  our  City,  where  its  power  was  supreme,  pledging 
to  the  President  all  the  resources  of  the  municipality,  in  men  and  mon- 
ey, for  the  support  of  the  Government,  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  to  maintain  the  Union. 
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Let  me  here  recall  to  your  memory  the  concluding  resolutions  of  the 
series,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  New  York  Common  Council,  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  cenvened  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1861,  while  the  echoes  of  Sumter  were  still  heard. 

Resolved,  Thait  we  invoke  at  this  crisis  the  unselfish  patriotism  and 
the  unfaltering:  loyalty  which  have  been  uniformly  manifested  in  .all 
periods  of  national  peril  by  the  population  of  the  City  of  New  York; 
and  while  we  reiterate  our  undiminished  affection  for  the  friends  of 
the  Union  who  have  gallantly  and  faithfully  labored  in  the  Southern 
States  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  restoration  of  fraternal  re- 
lations among  the  people,  and  our  readiness  to  co-operate  with  them  in 
all  honorable  measures  of  reconciliation,  yet  we  only  give  expression 
to  the  convictions  of  our  constituents  when  we  declajre  it  to  be  their 
unalterable  purpose,  a;s  it  is  their  solemn  duty,  to  do  all  in  their  iK>wer 
to  uphold  and  defend  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  our  flag  and  to  crush  the  power  of  those  who  are  enemies  in 
war,  as  in  peace  they  were  friends. 

PRESIDBNT    IJNCOLN. 

President  Lincoln  said  to  General  Sickles,  referrring  to  this  action 
of  our  city  government,  a.  few  days  .afterward,  "Sickles,  I  have  here  on 
my  table  the  resolutions  passed  by  your  Common  Council  appropriating 
a  million  of  dollars  toward  raising  men  for  this  war  and  promising  to 
do  all  In  the  power  of  your  authorities  to  support  the  government. 
"WTien  these  resolutions  were  brought  to  me  I  felt  my  burden  lighter. 
I  felt  that  when  men  break  through  i>arty  lines  and  take  this  patriotic 
stand  for  the  government  and  the  Union,  all  must  come  out  well  In  the 
end." 

This  action  of  the  Common  Council  of  New  York  made  the  great 
city  a  unit  for  national  defense;     it  united  all  parties  for  the  Union. 

But  in   that  momentous   crisis  Tammany  did   more. 

THE  TAMMANY  REGIMENT. 
The  Forty-second  New  York  Infantry  was  raised  and  organized  by 
the  Tammany  Society  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  May  and  June,  1861. 
The  regiment  was  taken  to  the  field  by  the  Grand  Sachem  of  that  year. 
Colonel  William  D.  Kennedy,  who  died  a  few  days  afterward  in  Wash- 
ington. Colonel  Kennedy  was  succeeded  by  Captain  Milton  Coggswell, 
an  accomplished  officer  of  the  regular  army. 

Early  in  the  same  year,  1861.  several  other  Tammany  leaders  raised 
regiments  and  brigades  for  the  war.  Among  them  the  regiment  organ- 
ized by  General  John  Cochrane,  and  the  brigades  of  General  Thomas 
Francis  Meagher  and   General   Daniel   E.   Sickles. 

Colonel  Nugenfs  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  lost  more  men  in  battle, 
killed  and  wounded,  than  any  infantry  regiment  from  the  State  of  New 
York.  At  Antietam,  eight  color-bearers  of  the  Irish  Brigade  were  shot 
-down  at  Bloody  Lane,  but  the  brigade  carried  the  position.  At  Fred- 
ericksburg the  color-sergeant  of  the  69th  was  found  dead  with  his  flag 
concealed  and  wrapped  around  his  body,  a  bullet  having  pierced  the 
flag  and  his  heart. 

At  Gettysburg  the  Tammany  Regiment  was  in  the  thick  of 
the  fight  and  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  18  officers  and  223  en- 
listed men;  and  considering  the  total  number  of  men  present  in  line  of 
battle  this  record  gives  the  Forty-second  the  right  to  be  included,  as 
"history  has  already,  included  it,  among  the  great  fighting  regiments  of 
the  war. 
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On  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg  Tammany. has  erected  a  magnificent 
monument  to  the  brave  and  gallant  Tammany  regiment. 

In  the  recent  Spanish-American  war  Tammany  also  organized  and 
equipped  a  regiment  and  offered  it  to  the  government,  but  it  was  never 
mustered  into  service. 

UNWARRANTED  DENUNCIATION. 

The  nrien  who,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  continually  deinounce 
Tammany  and  Democracy — who  denounce  Its  leaders-,  who  revile  it  and 
prophecy  all  evil  concerning  it,  know  not  of  what  they  talk.  Its  organ- 
ization is  thoroughly  simply  and  absolutely  Democratic.  In  this  city  there 
are  the  various  Asseanbly  ZHstricts— each  divided  into  election]  distTiots, 
containing  about  four  hundred  voters.  In  each  Assembly  District  the 
primary  meeting  is  held  strictly  according  to  law — ample  notice  is  given 
of  the  time  and  place  by  publication  and  all  Democrats  are  cordially 
Invited  to  attend  and  participate  in  its  proceedings  and  deliberations. 
This  is  the  whole  system  in  a  nut-shell.  What  could  be  less  dictatorial, 
less  autocratic  and  more  in  harmony  with  our  Democratic  institutions? 
AM  power  comes  from  the  people.  These  men  and  these  committees  rep- 
resent constituencies.  If  they  neglect  their  duty,  if  they  prove  false  to 
their  trust — the  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people  and  can  always 
promptly  and'  effectually  be  applied. 

Every  Democrat  in  the  city  is  welcome  and  if  the  organization  is 
not  all  that  he  could  wish,  the  fault,  if  fault  there  be.  is,  to  some  ex- 
tent, to  say  the  least,  his  fault.  CJhronlc  fault-flnding  Is  unfair,  sweep- 
ing denunciation  unwarranted'. 

TAMMANT   IS    DEMOCRACY. 

Tammany  is  Democracy.  Tammany  needs  no  defense  from  any 
man.  It  needs  no  eulogy  but  its  own  history.  Its  own  record,  and  its 
own  indefatigable  efforts  for  its  principles  and  the  people.  That  record 
and  that  hlsitory  speak  in  truonpet  tones  to  the  world  more  eloquently 
than  words  of  mine.  Read  its  history,  read  what  it  has  done  for  the 
people  in  many  a  struggle,  and  for  the  Democratic  party,  ere  you  judge 
it  and  condemn.  In  the  words  of  William  D.  Marcy,  "Do  not  impugn 
our  motives  and  convict  ns  on  the  bickerings  of  pigmy  malice  and  the 
ravings  of  malefactors  whose  only  object  is  the  destruction  of  every  bar- 
rier which  can  possibly  defend  the  liberties  of  our  country." 

Do  not  let  me  be  misunderstood.  We  all  know,  and  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  there  are  pages  In  Its  history  that  its  true  and  sincere 
friends  would  prefer  to  have  rewritten.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there 
have  been  times  in  its  history  when  the  men  at  the  helm  steered'  the 
old  ship  near  dangerous  shoals,  but  it  has  never  been  wrecked.  It  has 
survived  all  defeats;  frustrated  and  baffled  all  the  schemes  of  its  en- 
em,ies;  lived  dtown  the  calumnies  of  generations,  and  to-day  It  is 
greater  and  grander,  broader  and  more  liberal,  more  influential  and 
capable  of  accomplishing  more  for  the  good  of  the  people  and  the  com- 
mon weal  than  ever  before. 

It  has  seen  the  Federal  party  come  and  go;  it  destroyed  the  Tory 
party;  made  the  American  party  ridiculous;  the  Know-Nothing  party 
odious;  it  saw  the  great  Whig  party  rise  and  fall  and  pass  away,  and 
the  time  will  come  when  its  present  political  enemy,  the  Republican 
party,  will  only  be  a  memory — but  Tammany  will  go  on  and  on — for- 
ever— to  its  truer  and  grander  destiny. 

To  quote  from  a  poem  read  by  John  G.  Saxe  In  Tammany  in  1870, 
"Then  success  to  old  Tammany,  long  may  it, stand 
The  bulwark  of  freedom — the  pride  of  the  land." 
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DEMOCRATS   SHOULD  STAND  TOGETHER. 

All  the  Democrats  of  thds  metropolis  should  stand  together.  All 
©hould  be  harmony.  In  essentials — unity— in  non-essentials — toleration. 
But  at  all  times  organization.  Every  Democrat  should  strive  with  a 
singleness  of  purpose  to  redeem  our  party  and  our  city.  Let  us  stand 
firm  by  our  principles,  our  pledres  and  our  convictions,  and  success  will 
surely  crown  our  efforts,  and  our  grandest  and  greatest  victories  will 
be  achieved  in  the  future.  Republicanism  Is  on  the  wane — Its  night  is 
near  at  hand.  Democracy  has  its  face  to  the  morning  sun.  Victory 
will  soon  be  ours. 

Par  be  it  from  me  to  brand  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  with  the 
sitamp  of  faction,  whidh  is  always  the  parent  of  di'scontent  and  revolu- 
tion. But  when  independence  to  regular  organization  and  true  Dem- 
ocratic principles  springs  from  jealousy,  vanity  and  petty  ambition, 
and  protest  against  reigularity  is  a  mere  desire  for  a  change  in  the 
existing  order  of  affairs,  coupled  with  the  hope  of  personal  advantage, 
it  should  be  beneath  the  contempt  of  honest  Democrats  and  sincere  and 
patriotic  citizens.  Tammany  is  liberal  and  magnanimous,  tolerant  and 
cosmopolitan.  It  rises  superior  to  caste,  and  has  no  race  prejudice.  It 
recognizes  honest  effort,  appreciates  ability,  and  rewards  industry. 

LEADER  NIXON. 

My  friends,  in  our  leader,  Mr.  Nixon,  we  have  an  honest,  a  fearless, 
an  Intrepid  chieftain.  He  is  a  true  Democrat,  liberal,  broad-minded, 
far-seeing  and  generous.  He  is  the  leader  of  Tammany  in  fact  as  well 
as  in  name.  Let  there  be  no  doubt  about  this.  Let  us  all  rally  to  his 
support;  let  us  all  loyally  stand  by  him  and  victory  will  follow  as  day 
follows  night. 

TAMMANY'S  WELCOME. 

Come  into  Tammany!  It  welcomes  you.  We  appeal  to  all — to  the 
younig  and  the  old — to  all  Democrats.  Its  doors  are  always  open.  Par- 
ticipate in  its  deliljeratlons  and  rejoice  in  its  victories.  Every  Demo- 
crat in  the  city  should  belong  to  its  organization,  and  every  Democrat 
in  the  country  should  be  its  friend.  You  can  help  to  shape  Us  counse. 
You  can  help  to  guide  its  action.  You  can  help  to  make  it  all  that  we 
wish  and  all  that  it  should  be— a  great  vehicle  for  truth— a  great  temple 
for  justice,  and  a  great  agency  for  Democracy.  Let  us  all  stand  to- 
gether for  honesty  and   righteousness— for   Democracy   and   humanity— 

"For  the  cause  that  lacks  assistance; 

For  the  wrongs  that   need  resistance; 

For  the  future  in  the  distance; 

And  the  good  that  we  can  do." 
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JUSTICE  TO  THE  LETTER  CARRIERS. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF    NE\'V    YORK, 


HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES, 


Wednesday,  February  19,  1902. 


■WA.SHINGXON. 

1902. 


SPEECH 

OP 

HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  B.  11853)  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department  and  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1903,  and  for  other  purposes- 
Mr.  FITZGERALD  of  New  York.  I  now  yield  ten  minntes  to 
my  colleague  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  . 
Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  talk  by  the  Republicans  in  this  House  in  favor  of  and  in  the 
defense  of  the  trusts.  To-day  several  Republicans  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  pending  measure  before  the  House  to  make  set 
speeches  which  seek  to  justify  the  position  of  the  Republican 
party  in  favor  of  monopolies. 

It  is  well  known  that  every  Democrat  on  this  side  of  the  House 
is  opposed  to  trusts  and  monopolies,  and  if  we  Democrats  had 
our  way  we  would  put  all  goods  manufactured  by  a  monopoly  on 
the  free  list,  especially  where  the  reports  and  statistics  and  facts 
demonstrated  that  the  monopoly  was  selling  its  manufactured 
goods  cheaper  in  other  countries  than  here.  In  such  a  case  our 
people  should  not  be  taxed  to  support  the  monopoly.  The  pro- 
tection of  the  protective  tariff  should  be  repealed.  But  we  are 
in  a  hopeless  minority.  We  can  not  initiate  and  pass  bills  to 
control  trusts  and  to  destroy  monopolies.  The  people  know  the 
Republicans  are  responsible. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  rise,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  trust  question.  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be  opposed  to  monopolies,  and  to  the  criminal  trusts. 
At  this  time  I  simply  want  to  point  out  what  is  apparrent  to  all — 
that  the  Republicans  are  so  busy  in  this  Congress  defending  and 
justifying  and  helping  the  great  trusts  and  monopolies  of  the 
country  that  they  have  not  time  to  consider  the  crying  wants  of 
the  people,  the  urgent  demands  of  the  rank  and  file,  and  the  ne- 
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cesBity  of  much  important  and  meritorious  legislation  pending  in 
the  Hoase  and  in  its  committees. 

Now,  sir;  I  want  to  state  that  in  every  Congress  since  I  have 
been  here  a  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  interest  of  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  letter  carriers.  In  three  different- Congresses — 
namely,  the  Fifty-fonrth,  the  Fifty-fifth,  and  the  Fifty-sixth— I 
had  the  honor  of  introducing  such  a  bill  myself,  and  I  worked  as 
hard  as  I  could,  before  the  conunittee,  with  members  of  the 
House — ^in  season  and  out  of  season— continually  to  get  a  favora- 
ble report,  but  all  in  vain.  I  never  could  get  the  Republicans  on 
the  committee  to  report  the  bill  and  do  justice  to  the  deserving 
letter  carriers  of  the  country.  Time  and  time  again  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  have  I  and  others  pleaded  for  decent  treatment  and 
fair  play  for  the  letter  carriers. 

If  there  ever  was  a  bUl  introduced  in  this  House  that  ought  to 
appeal  to  every  member  as  a  matter  of  right  and  justice,  it  is  the 
letter  carriers'  biU.  The  bill  was  introduced  in  this  Congress 
early  in  the  session — ^to  be  accurate,  on  the  13th  day  of  Decenxber, 
1901 — by  the  gentleman  from  Michigan.  The  Speaker  referred  it 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post-Offlce  and  Post-Roads. 

It  is  there  now.  It  is  sleeping  in  that  committee,  and  it  will 
never  wake  up,  never  come  out,  if  we  do  not  demand  and  insist 
that  the  committee  report  it  favorably.  The  bill  is  so  short  that 
I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  read  it.  Besides, 
I  want  it  to  go  in  the  Record  as  part  of  my  remarks,  so  that  all 
who  are  concerned  in  the  matter  can  read  it  and  judge  of  its 
merit.  It  is  entitled  "A  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  letter  car- 
riers," and  reads  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted^  etc..  That  after  June  30,  1902,  the  pay  of  letter  carriers  In 
cities  of  more  than  75,000  population  for  the  first  year  of  service  shall  be  $600; 
for  the  second  year  of  service  shall  ba  $800;  for  the  third  year  of  service  shall 
be  $1,000;  for  the  fourth  year  of  service  and  thereafter  shall  be  $1,200.  And 
after  June  30, 1902,  the  pay  of  letter  carriers  in  cities  of  a  populatioh  of  under 
75,000  for  the  first  year  of  service  shall  be  $600;  for  the  second  year  of  service, 
$80G;  for  the  third  year  of  service  and  thereafter,  $1,000. 

Ssc.  2.  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  thisact  are  hereby 
repealed. 

That  is  all  there  is  to  it — a  most  commendable  bill.  Why 
should  it  not  be  reported?  Why  should  it  be  smothered  in  the 
committee?  Why  should  it  not  be  presented  to  the  House  and 
the  members  given  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  it  or  agzunst  it? 
We  want  a  record  on  this  bill.    We  want  to  fix  responsibility. 


We  want  to  find  ont  who  are  the  friends  and  who  aare  the  enemies 
of  the  letter  carriers.  I  am  a  friend  of  the  letter  carriers.  I  am 
proud  to  say  that.  The  Gkivemment  in  all  its  service  has  no  more 
honest,  no  more  tireless,  no  more  faithful  employees.  Their 
claims  are  just  and  should  be  recognized. 

These  men  are  the  most  efficient,  the  hardest  worked  in  all  the 
country's  service,  and  the  poorest  paid.  The  letter  carriers  of 
the  land  are  compelled  to  toil  day  in  and  day  out — in  sunshine 
and  in  storm,  in  winter  and  in  summer,  in  all  kinds  of  weather — 
sometimes  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  taking  all 
other  employees  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment as  a  basis  for  comparison,  it  can  not  be  denied  that  the 
letter  carriers  render  the  most  and  the  hardest  work  for  the  small- 
est remuneration.  Let  us  be  just  to  these  honest,  hard-working, 
faithful  men. 

Now,  sir,  why  is  it  when  every  Democrat,  I  believe,  on  this 
side  of  the  House  is  anxious  for  a  favorable  report  of  this  bill,  is 
anxious  to  have  it  passed,  is  anxious  to  vote  for  it  to  make  it  a 
law,  why  is  it,  I  ask,  that  the  Republicans  in  this  House  smother 
the  bill  every  session  in  the  committee?  Why  is  the  Republican 
party  against  the  letter-carriers'  biU?  Is  it  because  a  few  Re- 
publican leaders  of  this  House  are  opposed  to  giving  the  letter 
carriers  decent  wages?  Or  is  it  because  the  Republicans  are  so 
busy  legislating  for  monoiwly  that  they  have  no  time  to  legislate 
for  man?  Let  the  Republican  party  answer,  and  let  man  answer 
the  Republican  party. 

There  is  a  great  blizzard,  or  has  been  a  great  blizzard,  in  New 
York  City.  The  first  city  in  the  land  is  locked  in  the  embrace  of 
one  of  the  worst  storms  for  years./  The  streets  are  blocked  with 
snow  and  ice.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  the  ordinary  pedestrian 
to  get  around,  but  the  mail  must  be  delivered,  and  the  letter 
carriers  are  compelled  to  go  through  these  streets — almost  im- 
passable— with  pounds  and  pounds  of  mail  matter  on  their  backs. 
They  have  to  go  through  streets  now  that  horses  can  not  get 
through,  that  vehicles  can  not  go  through,  and  are  compelled  to 
go  through  these  streets  four  and  five  times  a  day  and  deliver  the 
mail. 

Rest  for  man,  rest  for  beast,  but  no  rest  for  the  indefatigable 
letter  carrier.    He  must  go,  he  must  do  his  work,  deliver  the  mail 
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on  his  route,  no  matter  what  the  weather,  no  matter  what  the 
consequences  to  his  health  or  his  life.  And  yet,  take  them  all  In 
all,  they  are  courteous,  long  suffering,  uncomplaining,  honest, 
assiduous,  and  industrious.  How  few  of  our  citizens  ever  think 
of  their  trials,  their  wants,  their  health,  and  their  little  ones  at 
home.  Again  and  again  I  have  watched  them  and  sympathized 
with  ihem — with  their  hopes  and  their  sorrows. 

To-day  my  heart  goes  out  to  them.  I  can  not  refrain  from 
making  this  appeal  in  their  behalf  for  simple  justice.  How  I 
wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  aid  them,  to  pass  and  enact  into 
law  this  bill  they  all  want,  they  all  pray  for;  this  bill  that  is  so 
fair  and  so  just,  that  appeals  to  every  right-thinking  citizen  in 
all  the  land,  and  that  challenges  adverse  criticism.  How  much 
time  and  money  we  waste  here  for  useless  and  worthless  things  I 
It  is  terrible  when  one  soberly  considers  it  all — and  then,  again, 
so  much  for  the  few,  so  little  for  [the  many.  How  easy  for  the 
monopolies  and  the  powerful  to  pass  a  bill — a  bad  bill — and  how 
diflScult  for  the  poor  and  the  weak,  the  many,  to  pass  a  Inll — a 
good  bUl.  It  is  a  just  commentary.  It  should  make  us  pause 
at  times  and  think. 

How  poorly,  how  miserably  the  letter  carriers  are  paid!  Un- 
der the  present  law  they  do  not,  and  can  not,  earn  enough,  no 
matter  how  long  they  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  how  many  hours  a  day  they  labor,  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together.  And  what  do  they  get?  A  mere  pittance  a  month 
that  is  not  enough  to  economically  support  one  man.  It  is  a  dis- 
grace, a  crying  shame.  Many  of  these  letter  carriers  have  wives 
and  children — ^little  homes — and  these  wives  and  children  in  many 
cases  are  to-day  in  want. 

The  head  of  the  household  does  not  get  paid  enough  by  the 
Government  to  live  half  way  decently.  But  it  is  not  the  Govern- 
ment's fault,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Republican  leaders  here  in 
Congress.  I  want  to  appeal  to  the  Republicans  of  this  House,  in 
the  name  of  justice  and  fair  play,  in  the  name  of  decency,  that 
when  they  are  doing  so  much  for  organized  capital,  so  much  for 
criminal  syndicates,  so  much  for  monopolies,  for  God's  sake  to 
do  something  for  the  poor  letter  carriers.     [Applause.] 

Let  us  be  honest.    Let  us  be  just.    Let  us  be  true  to  the  dic- 
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tates  of  our  nobler  impulses,  and  if  we  are  this  bill— so  honest 
and  so  jnst  and  so  earnestly  desired— will  soon  be  reported,  speed- 
ily passed,  and  a  law  on  our  statute  books.  Is  there  a  man  here 
opposed  to  it?  If  so,  let  him  come  out  in  the  open  and  have  the 
courage  to  get  up  and  say  so.  I  pause  for  an  answer.  No  one 
opposed  to  it,  and  yet  the  bill  lies  in  the  committee,  and  it  seems 
almost  impossible  to  ever  get  it  out.  But  something  is  going  to 
hapi)en.    It  will  come  otit.    It  will  be  reported,  never  fear. 

Sir,  I  speak  plain.  The  case  demands  plain  speaking.  I  serve 
notice  now  on  the  Eepublican  leaders  of  this  House  that  I  shall 
make  it  my  business  to  go  deeper  in  this  subject — to  find  out  why 
this  meritorious  measure  is  delayed  and  the  ends  of  justice  to  the 
letter  carriers  defeated.  If  no  one  else  will  do  so,  I  wiU  ascertain 
and  lodge  the  responsibility  where  it  belongs.  Everyone  here 
knows,  if  he  knows  anything,  that  this  is  a  just  and  worthy  bill 
and  if  it  came  before  this  House  for  a  vote  it  would  pass  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 

Why  should  a  few  men  on  the  Republican  side  have  it  in  their 
power  to  deprive  us  all  of  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  the  bUl?  It 
is  an  outrage,  but  it  is  true,  and  knowing  the  facts  as  I  do,  I 
would  despair  of  ever  passing  this  bill,  of  ever  getting  it  re- 
ported, if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  recently  the  New  York 
Journal,  that  fearless  foe  of  injustice  and  monopoly,  that  cham- 
pion of  the  right  and  the  plain  people,  that  great  American  news- 
paper, has  taken  up  the  cause  of  the  letter  carriers  and  intends 
to  see  to  it  that  they  get  fair  play  and  equitable  treatment. 

The  Journal  is  a  mighty  power  for  good.  I  believe  the  letter 
carriers  will  now  win,  because  the  Journal  has  never  lost  a  battle 
when  enlisted  in  a  just  cause,  and  the  letter-carrier's  cause  is 
just.  Then  success  to  the  New  York  Journal  and  speedy  success 
to  the  letter-carrier's  bill,  and  if  its  friends  in  this  House  wiU  all 
stand  together  I  feel  confident,  and  I  predict  victory  will  ere  long 
crown  our  efforts  and  the  bill  will  soon  become  a  law.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  expired. 
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I  am  glad  the  bright  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Cuban 
Republic  will  take  her  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
May  success,  happiness,  prosperity,  and  domestic  tranquillity 
abide  with  her  hereafter  forever,  is  my  fervent  prayer. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WM.  SULZER, 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


MARCH   27,  ie02. 


WASHIIs^Gxo^f. 
1902. 


SPEECH 

or 

HOI^.  WM.   SULZER. 


The  Hocse  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  tTnlon, 
and  having  nnder  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  12804)  makiDg  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1903— 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Yesterday  afternoon  I  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
an  article  from  the  Philadelphia  North  American  dated  March  14, 
1903,  which  I  desired  to  have  read.  At  that  time  it  was  objected 
to  hy  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hull]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Dick].  I  now  send  to  the  Clerk  the  same  paper 
to  have  the  article  read  in  my  time. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

[From  Philadelphia  North  American,  March  14, 1902.] 

BEPBESENTATIVK  SULZEB  INTBODUCES  A  BILL  INTENDED  TO  REFORM  PRES- 
ENT TARIFF  LAW— AIMS  BLOW  AT  SUOAB  TRUST— WOULD  REMOVE  COLOR 
RESTRICTION  AND  OPEN  MARKET  TO  CUBAN  PRODUCERS. 

[By  Angus  McSween.] 

■Washington,  March  is,  190?. 

The  North  American's  exposure  of  sugar-trust  methods  is  haying  its  ef- 
fect. 

Representative  Sulzer,  of  New  Yorkj  to-day  introduced  in  the  House  a  biU 
to  amend  the  present  tariff  law  by  striking  from  the  sugar  schedule  the  pro- 
vision that  all  sugars  above  No.  16,  Dutch  standard  in  color,  shall  pay  a  duty 
of  lA'it  cents  a  pound. 

This  action  was  based  directly  upon  the  statements  in  the  North  Amer- 
ican of  Tuesday  showing  the  enormous  protection  given  the  su^ar  trust 
by  the  color  restriction  in  the  tariflf  law  and  the  palpable  deception  prac- 
ticed by  Congress,  both  by  its  insertion  in  the  law  and  by  its  retention  there. 

As  its  author  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  minority,  Mr.  Sulzer's  bill 
will  be  scoffed  at  by  the  members  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  but  it 
will  serve  as  a  beginning  of  the  investigation  which  should  be  demanded  by 
the  country,  and  which  should  lead  to  favorable  action  upon  the  bill  as  soon 
as  the  purposes  aimed  at  are  generally  understood. 

REFERRED  TO   COMMITTEE. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  it  is  before 
that  committee  now.  Mr.  SULZER  expects  to  obtain  his  first  hearing  and  a 
hearing  also  for  the  witnesses  he  will  produce  to  testify  in  behalf  of  his 
proposition. 

Except  by  reports  of  the  trust  interests,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  objec- 
tions to  the  bUl  can  be  successfully  argued.  It  proposes  no  reduction  in  the 
rai»s  of  duty  established  by  existing  law  ujion  sugar  according  to  its  grade 
of  purity,  and  leaves  the  duty  of  1^  cents  a  pound  upon  refined  sugar, 
but  eliminates  the  color  restriction  and  opens  the  way  to  the  sugar  producers 
of  Cuba  to  send  their  highest  grades  of  sugar  to  the  United  States  for  sale  in 
the  markets  in  competition  Tvith  sugar-trust  products. 

Of  coui'se,  the  measure  will  be  opposed  by  the  trust  and  by  all  trust  advo- 
cates in  Congress,  but  there  is  no  sentiment  outside  the  two  legislative 
Chambers  in  favor  of  trust  privileges,  and  sooner  or  later  Sulzer'8  proposi- 
tion will  be  accepted.  The  North  American  has  aroused  the  spirit  of  in- 
quiry, and  nothing  more  is  needed  to  expose  the  trick  by  which  the  trust  has 
secured  absolute  control  of  the  sugar  market.  Mr.  Sulzer  said  to-day  re- 
specting his  measure: 
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"Everyone  mnst  admit  that  the  whole  neefulness  of  the  Dutch  standard 
lies  in  the  fact  that,  first,  it  forces  the  planters  to  sell  exclusively  to  the 
trust,  and,  second,  of  course,  it  foi*ces  the  people  to  buy  exclusively  of  the 
trust.  It  IS  merely  a  means  of  assuring  to  the  trust  an  absolute  monopoly  in 
the  sugar  business.  The  Cubans,  who  would  be  glad  to  market  their  sugars 
direct  and  pay  the  higher  duties,  which  wiU  be  req<iired  according  to  a 
really  scientific  test,  are  unable  to  do  so^and  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
who  would  be  glad  to  buy  their  sugar  direct  from  the  producers,  are  unable 
to  do  so. 

"Ingenuity  of  man  could  not  have  devised  a  more  perfect  and  admirable 
method  of  securing  for  a  limited  number  of  capitaUsts  an  absolute  monopoly 
of  an  important  article  of  food  than  this  one  which  lies  hidden  in  that  appar- 
ently innocent  color  restriction.  It  helps  nobody  but  the  trust,  it  keeps  the 
planters  poor,  and  it  robs  the  people.  All  this  can  be  easily  proved,  and 
that  is  what  I  purpose  to  do.  It  was  because  I  was  certain  of  it  that  I  intro- 
duced the  bill." 

Mr.  SULZEE.  Mr.  Chainnan,  the  article  jnst  read  is  from 
one  of  the  most  fearless,  one  of  the  most  honest,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  Republican  newspapers  in  this  country,  the  Philadelphia 
North  American.  The  article  si)eaks  for  itself.  I  have  had  it 
read  from  the  Clerk's  desk  so  that  it  will  be  inserted  in  the  Con- 
gressional Record,  and  I  hope  that  every  member  of  this  House 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  it. 

The  article  clearly,  fully,  and  intelligently  tells  the  purpose  of 
the  bill  I  introduced  in  this  House  on  the  13th  day  of  this  month. 
The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  by  the 
Speaker,  and  I  request,  and  indidge  the  hope,  that  it  will  ere  long 
be  favorably  reported. 

Let  me  reiterate  what  I  have  frequently  said  before  on  this 
floor,  that  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and  always  will  be  a 
friend  of  Cuba  and  of  the  Cubans.  The  record  will  show  that 
ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  House  I  have  done  all  in 
my  power  for  the  Cuban  people.  1  am  glad  the  bright  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  Cuban  Republic  wiU  take  her  place  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  May  success,  happiness, prosperity,  and 
domestic  tranquillity  abide  vrith  her  hereafter  forever,  is  my  fer- 
vent prayer.     [Applause .  ] 

The  time  is  at  hand,  nevertheless,  when  we  must  live  up  to  our 
sacred  obligations  to  Cuba.  We  must  grant  her  the  freedom  and 
the  independence  promised.  We  must  launch  this  young  Repub- 
lic of  Cuba  on  the  ocean  of  nations  and  say  to  all  the  world,  Cuba 
is  free  and  independent.  We  must  say  to  every  nation.  She  is  our 
creation — a  daughter  of  the  great  Republic — and  any  interference 
•with  her  will  be  an  act  unfriendly  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

But  that  is  not  all,  Mr.  Chairman.  We  must  now  grant  her 
immediate  trade  relief.  In  a  commercial  way  she  is  at  our  mercy. 
That  is  not  her  fault — it  is  our  fault.  Congress  has  made  it 
practically  impossible  for  Cuba  to  market  her  products  in  other 
countries;  they  must  be  sold  here,  and  they  can  not  be  sold  in 
this  country  at  present  except  at  a  ruinous  loss,  iinless  our  tariff 
law  is  repealed  or  modified.  This  must  be  done  at  once — ^it 
should  have  been  done  months  ago.  If  it  is  not  speedily  done  I 
predict  that  conditions  in  Cuba  wiU  soon  be  worse  than  they  ever 
were  before.  The  situation  is  serious  and  admits  of  no  further 
delay.    The  people  want  Congi'ess  to  act. 

The  Republican  party  is  responsible  for  the  deplorable  commer- 
cial condition  now  existing  in  Cuba.  The  Republican  iiarty, 
wedded  to  its  high  protective-tariff  policy,  would  apparently 
rather  witness  the  starvation  of  the  Cubans  than  consent  to  re- 
duce to  a  slight  degi-ee  for  Cuba  its  present  system  of  outrageous 
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tariff  taxes.  What  a  spectacle  of  commercial  selfislmess,  monopo- 
listic greed,  and  political  shortsightedness  the  Republican  jwrty 
presents  to  day!  We  have  been  in  session  here  since  the  first 
Monday  of  last  December,  and  nothing  has  been  done  to  afford 
relief  to  the  Cubans. 

The  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Wood,  President- 
elect Palma,  and  every  person  familiar  with  the  present  situation 
in  Cuba  have  urged  Congress  to  reducerthe  existing  tariff  taxes  on 
Cuban  exports  to  this  country  at  least  50  per  cent.  But  nothing  has 
been  done.  The  Bepublican  leaders  can  not  agree,  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  wiU  not  act,  and  the  industrial  arm  of  Cuba  is 
becoming  paralyzed.  I  predict  that  if  this  selfish  policy  is  con- 
tinued much  longer  the  doctrine  of  Republican  protection  will 
soon  be  destroyed  by  its  foolish  worshipers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  in  favor  of  doing  something  now  to  avert 
calamity  in  Cuba.  I  want  to  see  Cuba  free  and  happy  and  pros- 
perous. I  will  vote  for  any  measure  to  reduce  the  present  tariff 
duties  between  this  country  and  Cuba.  In  my  judgment  we 
shoxild  have  free  trade  with  Cuba.  It  would  be  beneficial  to  ua 
and  advantageous  to  the  Cubans.  It  would  help  the  people  of 
both  countries. 

But  I  say  now,  and  it  must  be  apparent  to  anyone  who  gives 
the  subject  consideration,  that  if  relief  comes  by  tariff  reduction 
the  present  duties  must  be  reduced  at  least  one-half.  Anything 
less  in  this  line  will  be  useless  and  futile,  and  Cuba  will  go  back 
to  a  condition  of  commercial  stagnation  that  will  cost  us  dearly 
in  the  end,  and  the  fault  will  be  all  our  own. 

In  the  last  three  years  the  balance  of  trade  has  been  over 
$30,000,000  against  the  island.  Her  people  have  exhausted  their 
resources  in  a  heroic  struggle  to  build  up  their  industries,  but 
they  can  not  go  on  spending  more  than  they  receive  any  longer, 
and  this  year's  sugar  crop,  which  will  be  over  800,000  tons,  repre- 
sents their  supreme  effort,  and  imless  relief  comes — and  comes 
quickly — we  must  expect  a  crisis  which  will  render  Cuba's  posi- 
tion most  deplorable  and  ours  most  embarrassing. 

A  mere  handful  of  protected  beet  growers  and  cane  growers, 
who  care  nothing  for  Cuba,  nothing  for  the  millions  of  American 
sugar  consumers,  are  the  only  obstructors  of  this  nation's  good 
vrill  to  the  people  of  Cuba.  The  American  people  expect  Congress 
to  grant  relief,  and  to  grant  it  quickly. 

When  the  Congress  adopted  the  so-called  Piatt  amendment, 
which  I  voted  against,  and  which  in  my  judgment  never  should 
have  been  adopted,  it  took  an  unfair  advantage  of  Cuba;  but 
when  that  amendment  finally  became  a  law;  the  Cuban  people  ac- 
cepted it  in  good  faith,  and,  at  our  request,  wrote  it  into  their  con- 
stitution. By  virtue  of  that  amendment  Cuba  is  commercially 
helpless  to-day.  and  unable  to  make  treaties  of  a  commercial 
character  to  market  her  products.  Under  the  circumstances,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  now  incumbent  on  this  Government  to 
grant  some  trade  relief  to  Cuba  by  which  her  products  can  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  country  and  sold  without  a  loss.  At  present  this 
can  not  be  done. 

The  cost  of  raising  sugar  in  Cuba  is  2. 6  cents  per  pound.  The  sell- 
ing price  of  sugar,  duty  paid,  in  New  York  is  now  3.75  cents.  The 
Dingley  duty  is  1.68A  cents  per  pound,  or  nearly  100  per  cent  of 
its  value  on  the  plantation  in  Cuba.  It  plainly  appears,  therefore, 
that  Cuba  can  only  sell  her  staple  crop  in  New  York  at  a  loss,  and 
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can  not  sell  it  anywhere  else.  There  is  now  about  $20,000,000 
worth  of  sngar  cane  standing  in  Cuba,  and  if  the  Dingley  block- 
ade against  it  is  not  raised  it  might  as  well  be  left  to  rot  on  the 
ground. 

Govemor-Gteneral  Leonard  Wood,  pleading  for  a  speedy  recip- 
rocal arrangement,  insists  that  this  country  has  nothing  to  lose 
and  much  to  gain  thereby.  Our  domestic  production  of  sugar  is 
about  450,000  tons;  in  the  annexed  and  protected  islands,  Cuba 
included,  about  1,000,000  tons  more  are  grown,  and  from  Euroiw 
we  buy  about  800,000  tons  besides.  One-fifth  of  all  the  sugar  the 
American  people  use  must  come  from  outside.  Cuba's  total 
product,  even  if  it  were  greatly  increased,  could  not  possibly 
make  us  independent  of  Euroi)e. 

Now,  sir,  if  I  could  have  my  way  regarding  the  matter  I  would 
strike  down  every  tariff  barrier  between  the  RepubUe  of  Cuba 
and  the  United  States.  If  something  is  not  quickly  done  by  Con- 
gress that  will  be  the  solution.  The  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  have  been  quarreling  day  in  and  day  out  regarding  this 
question.  I  am  now  informed  and  believe  they  have  reached  an 
agreement  by  which  they  are.  willing  to  reduce  the  existing  tariff 
duties  20  per  cent  on  sugar  and  tobacco.  That  according  to  the 
President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Wood,  President  Pakna, 
of  the  Cuban  Republic,  and  others  competent  to  testify,  will  do 
absolutely  no  good.  If  there  is  going  to  be  any  reduction  of  the 
tariff  law,  the  reduction  must  be  50  per  cent  or  more  in  order  to 
help  the  Cubans. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  few  w^ords  regarding  my  bill  to  remove 
the  color  restriction  on  unrefined  sugar  coming  from  Cuba.  I 
introduced  the  bill  in  good  faith,  and  I  intend  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  pass  it.  It  is  a  good  bill,  and  should  become  a  law. 
There  should  be  no  opposition  to  it,  and  to  some  extent  it  will 
solve  the  present  difficulty  by  permitting  the  Cuban  planters  to 
market  their  unrefined  sugar  product  immediately  in  this  coun- 
try.   That  will  afford  some  relief  at  once. 

If  the  color  restriction  on  Cuban  unrefined  sugar  should  be  re- 
moved, it  would  not  materially  injure  the  beet-sugar  growers  nor 
the  cane-sugar  growers  of  this  country,  but  It  would  benefit  im- 
mediately the  Cuban  planters  and  furnish  to  the  people  of  this 
country  cheaper  and  better  sugar. 

At  present,  on  account  of  this  color  restriction,  put  in  the  law 
by  the  sugar  trust,  every  pound  of  unrefined  sugar  that  comes 
from  Cuba  to  this  country  must  be  sold  to  the  sugar  trust,  and  it 
must  be  sold  to  the  trust  at  the  trust's  own  price.  If  this  bill  to 
remove  that  restriction  should  become  a  law,  the  Cuban  sugar 
planters,  if  they  were  unable  to  sell  to  the  sugar  trust,  could  mar- 
ket their  product  and  sell  it  to  grocers  and  consumers  in  compe- 
tition with  the  sugar  trust. 

The  only  legitimate  opposition  to  this  bill  mtist  therefore  come 
from  the  sugar  trust,  in  order  to  control  the  product,  dictate  the 
price,  and  stifle  competition.  When  this  question  is  understood, 
I  am  satisfied  every  friend  of  the  people,  every  foe  of  monopoly, 
and  every  believer  in  commercial  justice  ■will  favor  the  bill. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  say  this  bill  is  all  that  is  necessary  at  the 
present  time,  but  I  do  say,  and  I  challenge  successful  contra- 
diction, that  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  will  afford  im- 
mediate relief  not  only  to  the  tariff-taxed  Cuban  producer,  but 
also  to  the  trust-taxed  American  consumer. 
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The  color  restriction  on  angar  is  a  device  of  the  sngar  trust  and 
was  put  in  the  Dingley  high  protective  tariff  law  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  sugar  trust,  to  give  it  a  monopoly  in  this  country  on 
refined  sugars.  Remove  the  color  restriction  and  the  higher 
grade  Cuban  sugars  can  be  put  on  the  American  market  at  once 
and  sold  in  competition  with  the  refined  sugars  of  the  trust. 

At  present  the  color  restriction  on  sugar  in  the  law  forces  the 
producers  of  Cuban  sugar  to  sell  to  the  trust  at  the  price  fixed  by 
the  trust,  and  compels  the  consumers  in  America  to  buy  from  the 
trust  at  the  price  dictated  by  the  trust.  The  trust  controls  the 
product  and  fixes  the  price  to  suit  itself. 

The  CHAIEMAN.    The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wanted  to  get  this  matter  be- 
fore the  House.  I  have  done  so  briefly.  At  some  future  time  I 
shall  discuss  this  question  more  fully  and  at  greater  length. 
This  color  restriction  for  monopoly  vrill  have  to  go.  The  Repub- 
lican party  must  repeal  it  or  admit  it  stands  for  monopoly.  [Ap- 
plause on  the  Democratic  side.] 
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LIBERTY  ENLIGHTENING  THE  WORLD. 


I  am  a  friend  of  liberty  here  and  elsewhere. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER. 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUvSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


April    1,   1902. 


W-A-SHINOXOM- 

1902. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER. 


The  House  l>eing  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  E.  13133)  making  appropriations  for 
sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1903,  and  for  other  purposes — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  offer  the  amendment  which  I  send  to  the  desk. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 
On  page  11,  after  line  19,  add: 

"  For  the  proper  care  and  suitable  lighting  of  the  Liberty  Light,  in  New 
Yorli  Harbor,  $50,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary." 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  1st  day  of  March  this 
year,  by  order  of  the  Light-House  Board,  Liberty  light,  on  Bed- 
loe's  Island,  in  the  Harbor  of  New  York,  was  extinguished.  Just 
why  the  Light-House  Board  issued  that  order  I  know  not,  and  no 
one  whom  I  have  talked  to  about  it  has  been  able  to  give  to  me 
a  satisfactory  explanation.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no  good  reason 
for  that  order.  The  light  from  Liberty's  torch  should  not  be  put 
out.  It  is  essential  to  commerce,  but  more  than  that,  it  repre- 
sents a  patriotic  sentiment  that  should  never  be  extinguished. 

The  grreat  statue  of  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World  was  unveiled 
on  the  28th  day  of  October.  1886.  If  was  a  splendid  gift  from  the 
Republic  of  France  to  the  Republic  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
intended  to  be  a  bond  of  sympathy,  of  fraternal  feeling,  of  undy- 
ing memories,  of  lasting  friendship,  of  eternal  good  will  between 
the  two  great  Republics.  It  meant  sympathy  for  republics  and 
rep\iblican  institutions  all  over  the  world.  It  glorified  liberty, 
fortified  freedom ,  and  emphasized  the  rights  of  man.  It  was  to  be 
and  it  ever  should  be  a  great  beacon  light  of  democracy,  dispel- 
ling the  darkness  of  tyranny  and  welcoming  to  otir  hospitable 
shores  the  oppressed  of  every  land.  It  was  Bartholdi's  apotheosis 
of  liberty;  a  gift  from  the  greatest  Republic  in  Europe  to  the 
greatest  Republic  in  all  the  world. 

Its  light  should  shine  for  all  the  ages.  It  should  never  go  out 
while  liberty  lives  in  the  breast  of  man.  It  links  the  past  with 
the  present,  and  should  be  prophetic  of  the  future. 

At  the  unveiling  of  that  magnificent  monument  to  liberty,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Cabinet  oflScers,  distinguished 
members  of  Congress,  members  of  the  legislatures  of  States,  may- 
ors of  cities,  judges,  governors,  and  leading  citizens  from  aU  parts 
of  the  country  were  present.  It  was  a  "  red-letter  day  "  in  the 
history  of  this  Republic.  There  was  music,  and  eloquence,  and 
ceremony.  It  commemorated  one  of  the  great  civic  events  in  our 
annals.  It  was  an  imposing  celebration,  and  the  hand  on  the  dial 
plate  of  time  marked  the  hour  of  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  man. 

As  such  a  beacon  it  has  stood  by  day  and  shone  by  night. 
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It  has  meant  much  to  us  in  man^  ways.  It  has  stood  for  all 
the  ideals  of  the  Republic,  and  a  bright  harbinger  to  the  weary 
immigrant  after  a  tedious  voyage.  It  has  shone  resplendent  from 
the  day  it  was  unveiled  until  the  Ist  of  last  March,  and  then  for 
some  hidden  reason  this  Administration,  or  the  Light-House 
Board  acting  under  this  Administration,  put  out  the  light. 
What  a  commentary!  In  the  face  of  what  is  now  going  on  here, 
in  the  Orient,  and  elsewhere,  how  the  eloquent  words  of  the  ora- 
tors on  that  occasion  mock  us.  What  a  difference  between  then 
and  now!    Things  have  changed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  amendment  I  offered  should  be  adopted  by 
the  House.  It  should  be  incorporated  into  this  bill  without  a 
dissenting  vote.  Patriotism  prompts  it,  and  we  should  see  to  it 
that  the  light  of  Liberty  should  bum  as  brightly  as  ever.  I  do 
not  know  how  much  money  is  necessary  to  clean  the  statue, 
fittingly  care  for  it,  and  properly  light  it,  but  my  amendment 
appropriates  $50,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
gives  the  proper  authorities  discretion,  and  they  will  spend  no 
more  than  is  absolutely  required.  However,  if  the  amount  is 
objectionable,  I  will  make  it  less.  All  I  ask  is  to  keep  the  light 
burning.  That  request  should  meet  with  no  opposition  from 
liberty-loving  members  of  Congress. 

It  is  a  sad  commentary,  sir,  on  the  Republic  of  to-day,  a  sad 
reflection  on  our  professions  and  our  glorious  past,  that  the  great 
light  of  Liberty  has  been  put  out.  What  does  it  mean?  Will 
some  one  rise  up  and  tell  me?  In  this  connection,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  askto  have  read  at  this  time  as  a 
part  of  my  remarks  a  poem  regarding  this  matter,  written  by  one 
of  our  popular  poets  and  a  well-known  citizen  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  MONDELL.  This  is  not  an  original  poem;  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  did  not  write  it  himself? 

Mr.  SULZER.  It  is  an  original  poem.  I  did  not  write  it,  and 
what  is  more,  I  know  the  gentleman  from  Wyoming  could  not 
write  it.     [Laughter.] 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

LIBERTY'S  TORCH— OrnciAL  AimOUNCBlirBNT. 

LiGHT-HousB  Board,  Tbbasubt  Dkpaktment, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  13, 190g. 
Liberty  Enligrhtening  the  "World  liffht  station.    Notice  is  hereby  given 
that  on  or  about  March  1, 1902,  the  fixed  white  electric  light  shown  from  the 
torch  of  the  bronze  statue  on  Bedloes  Island,  New  York  Bay,  will  be  discon- 
tinued. 

By  order  of  the  Light-House  Board. 

N.  H.  FAEQUHAR, 
^ear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy 

Put  out  the  torch  whose  lustrous  beams 

"Were  lit  at  Freedom's  council  fires; 
For  in  its  flame  no  longer  gleams 

The  lofty  purpose  of  our  sires. 
"When  moutning  hypocrites  efface 

The  noble  charter  of  our  righta 
And  set  brute  forces  in  its  place, 

Put  out  the  signal  lightsl 

Till  our  great  armies  cease  to  slay 

And  call  the  roU  of  Tagal  dead, 
Oh,  let  us  shrink  from  light  of  day 

And  torch  of  night,  and  hang  our  head 
Put  out  the  lamp,  lest  it  illume 

The  path  of  our  perfidious  fame. 
Put  out  the  lamp,  for  in  the  gloom 

"We  hide  our  scarlet  shamel 
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Ah,  when  onr  tyranta  qnench  in  night 

The  freedom  of  the  Orient  sea. 
Why  should  our  goddess  keep  alight 

The  beacon  flame  of  Liberty? 
Silence  the  eagle  on  hla  cragi 

Hush  holy  EVeedom's  vaunting  hymnl 
Drop  down  the  mast  the  starry  flag, 

And  douse  the  harbor  gliml 

When  patriots  welter  in  their  gore 

And  perish  where  our  squadrons  press, 
Why  set  this  flambeau  on  the  shore 

To  shine  upon  our  wickedness? 
Ah,  goddess!  lift  no  trembling  hand 

To  light  the  bloody  path  of  hate. 
But  let  grim  darkness  scowling  stand 
And  beckon  at  the  gatel 
_       ,  W.  A.  CEOFPaT 

[Loud  applause.] 

Mr.  SULZER.     Now,  Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 
Mr.  FITZGERALD.     I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  my  col- 
league's time  be  extended  for  five  minutes. 
The  CHAIRMAN.    Is  there  objection? 
There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  said,  from  the  day 
this  magnificent  statue  to  liberty  was  unveiled  down  to  March  1 , 
this  year,  no  Congress  has  failed  to  pass  an  appropriation  for  this 
light  and  to  properly  care  for  it. 

Since  1886  it  has  been  a  light-house  essential  to  commerce  and 
safe  navigation  in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  It  is  on  aU  the 
charts.  It  aids  to  mark  the  channel,  and  every  mariner,  every 
seafaring  man,  has  looked  for  it  and  recognized  it,  going  in  or 
coming  out  of  the  magnificent  harbor  of  New  York.  Why  is  it  that 
after  all  this  time  this  light  must  now  go  out?  Is  liberty  dead? 
I  hope  not.  I  am  a  friend  of  liberty  here  and  elsewhere.  As  a 
citizen  of  this  Reptiblic.  I  take  a  just  pride  in  the  g^randeur  of 
Liberty  Enlightening  the  World  and  for  all  it  typifies  here  and 
symbolizes  to  people  in  other  lands.  I  would  not  darken  its  ef- 
fulgent hght,  but  I  would  make  it  bum  brighter  and  brighter  as 
the  years  come  and  go.  It  stands  at  the  gates  of  America,  a  mag- 
nificent altar  of  man's  faith  in  liberty,  whose  light  should  pene- 
trate the  darkness  of  tyranny  throughout  the  world  and  g^ide  men 
from  oppression  to  the  hospitable  shores  of  freedom .  [Applause .  ] 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  deeply  on  this  subject.  The  responsibility 
of  putting  out  Liberty's  torch  must  rest  on  the  Republican  party. 
This  Administration,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be  derelict  to  duty, 
false  to  aU  the  Republic  stands  for,  and  recreant  to  the  memories 
of  a  century  and  the  sacred  friendship  of  France,  which  has 
existed  since  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  if  we  now  pennit  that 
great  statue  of  Liberty  to  stand  in  the  darkness.  What  a  flood  of 
sentiment  appeals  to  us  in  this  matter.  Can  we  so  soon  forget  the 
past? 

Is  recollection  dead  and  gratitude  a  dream?  Are  the  words  of 
the  fathers  a  hollow  mockery?  Is  our  past  a  lie,  or  shall  liberty 
truly  enlighten  the  world?  Let  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  and 
the  members  of  this  House  answer.  I  trust  the  response  will  be 
for  liberty  and  in  favor  of  continuing  the  light  on  Bedloes  Is- 
land, in  favor  of  keeping  that  great  statue  of  Liberty  Enlighten- 
ing the  World  illumined  from  sundown  to  sunrise,  so  that  it  will 
be  not  only  a  guide  to  mariners,  but  a  great  beacon  of  this  Repub- 
lic, and  in  truth  for  all  liberty  enlightening  the  world,  beckoning 
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to  our  shores  the  downtrodden  from  every  land  and  every  clime. 
[Applause.] 

Yes,  my  friends,  this  bill  should  carry  an  appropriation  to  keep 
that  torch  of  liberty  burning.  The  people— the  liberty-loving 
people — expect  it.  We  must  be  true  to  ourselves — ^we  must  not 
disappoint  them.  The  light  must  not  go  out.  If  it  goes  out  now, 
it  may  go  out  forever. 

Bat  once  pnt  ont  thy  light, 

1  know  not  where  is  that  Promethean  heat 

That  can  thy  light  relume. 

Now,  sir,  just  a  word  more.  I  have  offered  this  amendment  in 
good  faith,  and  in  the  name  of  liberty,  ia  the  name  of  this  great 
Eepublic  and  all  it  stands  for,  by  the  memories  of  all  the  past,  I 
trust,  I  hope,  I  pray,  that  it  will  be  adopted,  and  that  Liberty 
Enlightening  the  World  will  continue  to  shine  for  all  mankind 
and  be  a  beacon  for  freedom  so  long  as  this  Republic  shall  endure. 
[Loud  applause.] 

,    Mr.  CANNON.    Does    the  gentleman  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment?   [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SULZBR.  The  gentleman  is  trying  to  be  facetious,  but  I 
sincerely  trust  he  will  not  raise  a  point  of  order.  If  he  stands 
for  liberty,  if  he  believes  in  republican  institutions,  if  he  glories 
in  the  greatness  and  the  honor  of  this  Republic,  he  surely  will 
not  object  to  the  amendment.    Of  course  I  will  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CANNON.  Well,  I  have  enjoyed  the  gentleman's  speech 
very  greatly.  I  am  quite  sure  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
has.  and  having  had  the  opportunity  to  make  a  speech  and  having 
made  it  so  well,  it  was  in  the  greatest  good  faith  that  I  asked 
him  if  he  withdrew  his  amendment,  but  he  says  not.  It  seems  to 
me  that  having  made  the  speech  he  ought  to  withdraw  it.  If  he 
will  not,  however,  I  want  to  again  express  my  admiration  of  hia 
speech,  including  the  peroi-ation. 

Mr.  MANN.    And  the  poetry. 

Mr.  CANNON.  And  the  poetry,  too;  but  if  we  must^etdown 
to  cold  facts  about  it,  I  must  state  there  are  $1,900,000  in  the  bill 
in  connection  with  the  Light-House  Ssrvice  for  lights,  and  the 
Light-House  Board  has  complete  discretion  in  maintaining  the 
service  to  light  this  particular  light,  as  well  as  aU  others,  and  we 
made  some  inquiry  about  it.  Somebody  suggested.  Why  do  not 
you  keep  that  light  burning  in  that  great  work  that  was  given  to 
us?  Well,  the  reply  come  in  that  commerce  does  not  need  it; 
commerce  is  not  benefited  by  it. 
■  Mr.  SULZER.    And  the  Republican  party  does  not  need  it. 

Mr.  CANNON.  You  know,  we  spend  some  money;  we  believe, 
of  course,  at  times  in  the  old  flag  and  in  an  appropriation.  We 
are  spending  some  money  at  New  York  Harbor.  We  are  making 
another  channel  there — 40  or  45  feet,  which  is  it  to  be,  when  com- 
plete? 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  just  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Dlinois.  He  says  that  there  is  in  this  bill  a  large 
appropriation  for  light-houses.  It  is  true  the  bill  carries  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  for  light-houses.  And,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  take 
the  gentleman  at  his  word.  I  trust  he  is  sincere  and  is  not  beg- 
ging the  question.  I  am  willing  now  to  withdraw  this  amend- 
ment if  the  gentleman  will  agree  to  insert  in  this  bill  what  I  be- 
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lieve  has  always  been  in  it  before — that  is,  since  1886 — a  provision 
that  the  Light-Honse  Board,  or  the  War  Dei)artment,  whichever 
has  authority  in  the  matter,  shall  see  to  it  that  this  statue  of 
Liberty  Enlightening  the  World  is  properly  cared  for  and  lighted, 
as  has  been  done  heretofore.  That  is  all  I  want.  That  is  all  the 
people,  who  take  a  pride  in  this  matter,  desire.  WiU  the  gentle- 
man consent  to  it? 

Mr.  CANNON.  Now,  let  me  say  to  my  friend  right  there,  there 
never  has  been  a  specific  appropriation  to  keep  this  light  burning 
in  this  statue. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Well,  then,  that  is  aU  the  more  reason  why  it 
should  be  in  now.  Why  should  an  irresponsible  board  have  the 
right  to  say  arbitrarily  the  torch  of  Liberty  must  be  put  out? 

Mr.  CANNON.  Let  me  complete  my  statement.  If  it  is  neces- 
sary or  proi)er  for  commerce,  then  there  are  nearly  $3,000,000 
available  for  that  and  other  purposes.  I  do  not  want  to  assent  to 
a  legislative  direction  to  keep  that  light  burning.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Secretary  of  War 
exercised  a  discretion  to  spend  §50,000  for  keeping  this  light  burn- 
ing when  it  did  not  aid  commerce  one  iota,  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  passing  a  resolution  of  censure  upon  such  Secretary,  because  it 
would  be  an  unwarranted  waste  of  public  money. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  just  a  moment.  The  gentle- 
man says  this  amendment  carries  $50,000.  It  is  true  the  amend- 
ment says  $50,000,  but  the  gentleman  fails  to  state  what  the 
amendment  also  says — "$50,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  maybe 
necessary  " — and  I  am  willing  to  reduce  it  to  meet  the  views  of 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  CANNON.  Well,  that  is  so  in  all  matters  of  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  SULZER.  If  $30,000  is  too  much,  the  Secretary  of  War  or 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  see  to  it  that  only  enough  is  ex- 
pended to  light  the  statue  properly,  or  I  will  make  it  five  thou- 
sand or  ten  thousand  dollars  now.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois 
says  commerce  does  not  need  this  light.  I  differ  from  him.  For 
the  last  fifteen  years  it  has  been  a  beacon  and  an  aid  to  com- 
merce. It  is  marked  on  every  chart  of  New  York  Harbor.  It  is 
for  commerce  a  light-house.  It  is  looked  for  by  every  ship  com- 
ing in  or  going  out  of  the  harbor,  and  it  is  just  as  essential  to 
commerce  as  any  other  light-house  in  New  York  Bay.  No  ship- 
ping concern,  no  commercial  body  has  asked  to  have  the  light 
extinguished.  On  the  contrary,  commerce  demands  that  this 
light  shall  continue  to  shine. 

Mr.  LESSLER.     May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  question? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  LESSLER.  I  should  like  to  know  where  you  get  your  in- 
formation about  that. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  get  my  information  from  the  same  source 
hat  you  can  if  j'ou  look  for  it — the  newspapers. 

Mr.  LESSLER.     Well,  I  have  looked  it  up 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  get  it  from  the  daily  newspapers  of  New  York 
City.  I  get  it  from  mariners  who  reside  in  New  York.  I  get  it 
from  commercial  bodies 

Mr.  LESSLER.    In  your  district? 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  get  it  from  the  pilot  associations  in  New 
York  City:  consult  these  sources  of  information.  This  light,  aside 
from  any  patriotic  sentiment,  is  just  as  necessary  as  a  Ught-house 
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as  any  other  light-house.  There  are  half  a  dozen  light-houses  in 
New  York  Bay,  and  this  is  one  of  them,  and  it  is  just  as  impor- 
tant as  the  others.  This  appropriation,  consequently,  should  be 
made,  or  there  should  be  some  provision  in  the  bill  directing  the 
proper  authority,  whether  it  is  the  Light-House  Board  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  "War,  to  see  to  it  that  Liberty  Enlightening  the  World 
is  properly  Ulnminated.  That  is  all  I  wish  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  lUiaois,  and  I  trust  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted. 

The  CHAIEMAIT.    The  question  is  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzeb]. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  on  a  division  (demanded  by  Mr. 
Sttlzer)  there  were — ayes  43,  noes  33. 

Mr.  CANNON.    I  ask  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  the  Chairman  appointed  Mr.  Cannon 
and  Mr.  Sulzeb. 

The  committee  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported — ^ayes  61, 
noes  67. 
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YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK. 


SPEECH 


ov 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


IN  THB 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


April  2,  1902. 


WA.9HINOTON. 
1902; 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER. 


The  House  having  tinder  consideration  the  following  provision  in  the  snu- 
dry  civil  bill: 

"Improvement  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park:  For  the  improvement  of 
the  Yellowstone  National  Park,  in  accordance  with  the  approved  project, 
including  the  maintenance  of  existing  improvements,  to  be  expended  by  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  $250,000,  to  be  immediately  avail- 
able: Prmnded,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  may  enter  into  a  contract  or  con- 
tracts for  such  labor  and  materials  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  completion 
of  the  project,  including  annual  maintenance  and  repairs,  or  the  work  may 
be  done  and  the  materials  purchased  otherwise  than  by  contract,  to  be  paid 
for  as  appropriations  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  law,  not  to  exceed 
in  any  one  year  $250,000,  and  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate  $500,000,  exclusive 
of  the  amounts  herein  and  heretofore  appropriated:  And  provided  further^ 
That  of  the  amounts  so  appropriated  not  to  exceed  $50,000  may,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  expended  in  the  Yellowstone  Forest  Re- 
serve east  of  the  park,  and  not  to  exceed  $25,000  may  ba  expended  in  the 
Yellowstone  and  Teton  Forest  Reserves  south  of  the  park" — 

Mr.  SULZEE  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  a  matter  of  muuh  personal  gratification  to 
me  to  find  in  this  sundry  civil  bill  a  liberal  appropriation  for  the 
proper  care  and  the  immediate  and  continned  improvement  of  our 
great  national  park.  The  people  famUiar  with  this  subject  will 
approve  this  provision  now,  and  posterity,  which  will  realize  more 
fuUy  its  benefits,  will  commend  ns  for  onr  foresight  and  judg- 
ment in  a  spirit  of  eternal  gratitude.  This  money  will  be  well 
and  wisely  spent,  and  its  expenditure  will  create  lasting  results 
that  will  please,  instruct,  and  benefit  humanity  for  ages  yet  to 
come. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Yellowstone  Park  is  the  world's  wonderland. 
It  beggars  description.  The  most  eloquent  tongue  fails  to  describe 
its  surpassing  wonders,  and  the  gifted  pen  of  the  most  imagina- 
tive poet  can  not  adequately  picture  the  infinite  variety  of  its 
sublime  realities.  After  you  have  read  and  heard  aU  that  mortal 
man  can  say,  you  must  see  it  yourself  to  fully  appreciat-e  all  its 
glories  and  startling  revelations.  It  never  palls;  the  eye  never 
tires.  From  the  time  you  leave  Livingston  until  yon  return,  the 
scenery  is  an  inspiration  and  simply  indescribable.  It  is  one  grand 
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panorama  of  loveliness  beyond  comparison,  a  symphony  of  col- 
ors, a  combination  of  architectural  miracles. 

Take  it  all  in  all,  YeUowstone  Park  is  the  greatest,  the  grandest, 
the  most  picturesque,  and  the  most  marvelous  picture  in  nature's 
art  gallery — painted  in  all  the  radiant  colors  of  the  rainbow  by 
the  unerring,  heroic  hand  of  the  Infinite— sculptured  by  the  Su- 
preme Creator  of  the  universe— a  testifying  demonstration  that 
the  Great  Jehovah  liveth. 

The  establishment  of  this  magnificent  park,  to  be  forever  safe 
from  the  destroying  vandal,  and  sacred  for  all  time  from  the 
devastating  hand  of  greedy  commercialism ,  does  great  credit  to  the 
farseeing  statesmanship  of  the  men  who  ccmceived  it,  and  to  those 
who  aiB  now  faithfully  executing  a  great  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
millions  yet  unborn. 

This  national  park  was  dedicated  to  humanity.  It  belongs  to 
the  people.  It  is  sacred  to  nature.  No  vandal  must  ever  be  per- 
mitted to  desecrate  it.  Every  citizen  of  the  Republic  should  be- 
hold its  glories  and  witness  the  beauties  of  nature's  most  perfect 
picture.  I  hope  more  people  every  year  will  visit  this  inspiring 
park,  and  I  know  they  will  go  away  benefited  in  mind  and  body. 
As  the  years  come  and  go  it  will  become  more  and  more  a  sanita- 
rium for  the  afiaicted,  an  art  gallery  for  the  lovers  of  the  beauti- 
ful, a  Bohemia  for  the  lotus-eating  dreamers  of  the  Better  Day, 
and  a  great  national  playground,  the  recreation  place  of  millions 
of  the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  where  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
great  and  the  small  shall  have  an  equal  right  to  enjoy  and  com- 
mune with  nature  in  her  primeval  wonders  and  in  aU  her  pristine 
glories. 

The  provisions  in  this  bill  for  Yellowstone  Park  are  made,  I  am 
informed,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  Capt. 
Hiram  N.  Chittenden,  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Engineer 
Corps  of  the  Army,  now  detailed  to  the  park  and  in  charge  of  the 
improvements.  He  is  beyond  aU  quention  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  He  has  done  and  is  doing  a  great  work,  not  suffi- 
ciently appreciated,  perhaps,  by  the  unthinking  and  the  casual 
observer,  but  the  work  itself  will  be  his  lasting  monument,  and 
the  consciousness  of  duty  well  done  for  duty's  sake  will  be  his 
greatest  reward. 

I  visited  the  park  last  summer,  saw  for  myself,  and  speak  from 
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personal  knowledge.  Every  member  of  Congress  should  uphold 
the  hands  of  Captain  Chittenden,  and  aU  his  commendable  efforts 
should  be  encouragingly  sustained  by  the  Government.  I  am 
and  ever  will  be  a  friendly  advocate  of  Yellowstone  Park,  and  in 
or  out  of  Congress  I  will  always  do  all  in  my  power  for  its  best 
interests;  and  I  am  glad  in  this  connection  to  pay  a  just  and  mer-' 
ited  tribute  to  the  genius  of  gallant  Captain  Chittenden. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  jnst  a  few  words  more.  In  my  opinion 
the  western  boundary  of  the  park  should  be  extended  to  include 
Jackson  Lake,  the  Teton  Mountains,  and  the  domain  sometimes 
called  the  Hole  in  the  "Wall.  Every  disinterested  person  with 
whom  I  have  talked  concerning  this  matter  has  concurred  in  this 
conclusion.  Aside  from  the  beauties  of  the  natural  scenery  of 
this  adjoining  land  to  the  park,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  it 
should  be  incorporated  into  the  park  for  the  reason  that  the  wild 
animals,  especially  the  deer,  the  elk,  and  the  buffalo,  roam  there 
from  the  park  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and  hunters 
lying  in  wait  slaughter  them  remorselessly. 

This  is  a  shame  and  should  be  stopped,  and  the  best  way  to  do 
it  is  by  an  extension  of  the  park's  boundary.  It  will  cost  little 
to  do  this  now,  and  in  my  judgment  Yellowstone  Park  will  ere 
long  become  the  last  place  in  this  country  where  the  wild  game — 
the  big  game — can  live  out  their  natural  lives  unmolested  by  the 
barbarian  pot-hunter  and  the  semicivilized  sportsman.  Every 
loyal  friend  of  the  national  park  and  every  true  friend  of  our 
wild  animals  should  favor  this  extension  of  the  boundary  of  Yel- 
lowstone Park.  It  should  be  acted  on  now.  No  time  should  be 
lost. 

This  additional  territory  can  be  obtained  to-day  by  the  United 
States  Government  very  cheaply,  and  it  ought  to  be  taken  in  be- 
fore its  value  increases. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  trust  the  provision  in  this  bill  for  Yel- 
lowstone Park  will  be  passed  without  modification.  It  is  truly 
in  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  the  distinguished  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  in  my  judgment,  is  en- 
titled to  much  commendation  and  the  thanks  of  the  American 
people  for  his  broadminded  statesmanship  in  the  matter.  [Ap- 
plause.] 
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STATUES  TO  GENERALS  PULASKI  AND  STEUBEN. 


SPEECH 


OF 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER. 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


Tuesday,  July  i,  1902. 


WA.SHINGTON. 
1902. 


SPEECH 

OP 

HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER. 


A  bill  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  bronze  equestrian  statue  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  late  Brig.  Gen.  Count  Casimir  Pulaski  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  the  sum  of  $50,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  indicated,  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  bronze  equestrian  statue  of  the  late  Brig.  Gen.  Count 
Casimir  Pulaski,  of  Poland,  who  came  to  America  and,  after  declaring  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  Kepubllc,  offered  his  sword  to  Washing- 
ton, under  whose  leadership  in  the  great  struggle  for  American  independence 
he  lost  his  life  at  the  siege  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  October  11, 1779. 

Sec.  2.  That  a  site  for  said  statue  shall  be  selected  by  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  chairmen  of  the  Committees  on  the 
Library  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  representa- 
tives or  the  Polish-American  organizations  in  the  Pulaski  monument  move- 
ment at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  that  no  part  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated 
shall  be  expended  until  a  suitable  site  at  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  erection 
of  said  equestrian  statue  shall  have  been  selected^ 

Sec.  3.  That  the  above-designated  committee  shall  select  and  approve 
the  model  and  plans  for  said  statue  and  have  general  supervision  of  the 
erection  thereof:  Provided,  That  the  money  hereby  appropriated  shall  be 
drawn  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  SULZEB  said: 

Mr.  Speakek:  I  wish  to  be  heard  on  this  matter.  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  to 
erect  in  the  city  of  Washington  an  equestrian  statue  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Casimir  Pulaski,  but  I  understood  that  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bartholdt]  intended  to  offer  another  bill  as 
an  amendment  to  this  bill  to  build  a  similar  statue  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Baron  Steuben.  Both  of  these  bills  have  been  unani- 
mously reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library.  I  think  they 
ought  to  go  together. 

It  wiU  be  fitting  and  proper.  Steuben  and  Pulaski  were  great 
heroes  and  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the  American  cause 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  If  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Bartholdt]  does  not  offer  the  amendment  I  shall,  and  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Brick]  will  accept  it.  If 
he  does,  I  believe  they  vriU  pass  together  unanimously.  I  am  as 
much  in  favor  of  one  as  I  am  of  the  other.  The  merits  of  each 
are  about  the  same.  They  fought  for  the  same  cause,  under 
similar  circumstances,  and  their  monuments  should  go  up  to- 
gether at  the  same  time. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words,  and  pay  my 
humble  tribute  to  the  memory  of  both  of  these  distinguished  he- 
roes of  our  Revolutionary  struggle.  It  is  fitting  that  this  should 
be  done.     They  both  deserve  to  have  statues  m  this  city. 

OEN.  CASIMIB  PULASKI. 

Monuments,  sir,  have  been  erected  by  vote  of  Congress  in  the 
city  of  Washington  to  many  of  the  great  Revolutionary  heroes 
of  this  country.  And  among  those  that  served  America  m  the 
darkest  days  of  the  Revolution  Casimir  Pulaski  figures  as  one  of 


the  most  distinguished  officers  and  martyrs.  But  no  statue  to  the 
memory  of  Pulaski,  his  noble  deeds  and  high-minded  patriotism, 
appears  here,  although  it  should  have  been  one  of  the  first  statues 
erected  in  Washington.  It  is  a  legacy  bequeathed  to  us  by  the 
Continental  Congress. 

Away  back  in  November,  1779,  the  Continental  Congress,  upon 
receiving  notification  of  the  death  of  General  Pulaski  through 
Major-General  Lincoln,  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  monument  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Brigadier-General 
Count  Pulaski,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  he  appointed  to  bring  in  a  reso- 
lution for  that  purpose. 

This  resolution  was  never  acted  on,  and  it  has  come  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  as  a  sacred  obligation  from  the 
Continental  Congress.  We  should  act  on  it  without  further 
delay. 

We  have  erected  in  Jackson  Park,  fronting  the  White  House,  a 
statue  to  General  Lafayette.  That  statue  occupies  a  prominent 
comer.  On  the  other  corner  we  have  just  unveiled  a  magnificent 
statue  to  General  Bochambeau,  and  the  two  remaining  comers 
of  that  park  should  be  graced  with  the  statues  of  General  Pulaski 
and  Generai  Steuben.  I  hope  this  course  will  be  followed.  It 
would  be,  it  seems  to  me,  entirely  proper  and  exceedingly  con- 
sistent. 

General  Pulaski  was  bom  in  Poland  in  1747.  As  a  mere  lad  he 
fought  in  his  native  country  until  its  downfall,  and  then  came 
to  America  to  take  up  again  the  battle  for  liberty,  until  he  fell  at 
the  siege  of  Savannah,  on  October  9,  1779.  Many  of  his  coun- 
trymen by  birth  have,  like  PnlasH,  immigrated  to  America  to 
make  this  their  home,  and  their  numbers  now  are  in  the  millions. 
They  have  been  asking  for  the  erection  of  this  statue  to  their 
countryman,  and  many  petitions  have  been  received  by  Congress, 
urging  that  some  action  be  taken  on  this  bill  to  erect  to  his  mem- 
ory a  suitable  statue. 

He  deserves  it.  He  was  a  lover  of  mankind,  a  friend  of  human 
freedom,  and  a  believer  in  the  rights  of  man.  He  was  a  brave 
soldier,  a  gallant  officer,  and  he  fought  at  home  and  here  for 
liberty.  He  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution,  and  he  died 
for  American  independence.  What  he  did  for  liberty  will  live 
forever. 

He  deserves  this  statue  to  perpetuate  his  memory  among  the 
people  he  heljwd  to  make  free  and  for  whom  he  sacnficed  his  life 
on  the  battlefield.  It  can  be  said  of  him  and  of  his  tragic  death 
what  a  great  poet  has  said  of  the  sad  death  of  his  iUustrious 
coxmtryman — to  paraphrase  the  couplet — 

Hope  for  a  season  bade  the  jjatriota  farewell, 
And  Freedom  shriek'd  when  Pnlaskl  fell. 

GEN.  VSEDEBICE  SIEUBEN. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  regarding  Gen- 
eral Steuben  and  the  bill  to  erect  a  statue  to  his  memory.  A  cen- 
tury and  a  quarter  have  passed  since  Baron  Steuben ,  as  he  is  more 
frequently  called,  came  to  America  and  offered  his  services  to  the 
struggling  colonists. 

He  was  duly  commissioned  a  general  in  the  Revolutionary  Army 
and  rendered  incalculable  service  during  that  protracted  and  san- 
guinary struggle.  American  history  does  not  give  him.  the  place 
he  is  entitled  to  and  should  occupy.  Our  Government  has  done 
practically  nothing  to  testify  ite  appreciation  of  the  great  work 
he  performed  in  the  days  that  tried  men's  souls. 


Perhajjs  this  is  because  he  did  not  assume  the  commanding 
position  of  other  more  dashing  Revolutionary  generals.  Steuben 
vraa  a  soldier.  He  drilled  and  disciplined  the  ragged  Army  of  the 
colonists.  He  worked  behind  the  scenes,  but  the  work  he  did  was 
of  the  utmost  importance,  and  made  it  possible  for  the  Conti- 
nental Army  to  cope  with  the  disciplined  and  experienced  soldiere 
of  England  and  win  American  independence. 

The  career  of  General  Steuben  is  a  most  interesting  and  absorb- 
ing history  of  an  exciting  life.  He  was  bom  November  15,  1730, 
at  Magdeburg,  a  large  Prussian  fortress  on  the  Elbe.  At  that 
time  his  father  was  captain  in  the  Prussian  engineers,  and  when 
he  was  called  to  service  in  the  Crimea  the  son  accompanied  him. 
In  1740  he  returned  with  his  father  to  Prussia.  In  1744,  when 
scarcely  14  years  of  age,  during  the  war  of  the  Austrian  Succes- 
sion, he  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Prague.  Thus  from  his  ear- 
liest years  Steuben  was  familiar  with  soldiers  and  things  pertain- 
ing to  war. 

In  the  Seven  Years'  War  so  greatly  did  he  distinguish  himself 
that  he  attracted  the  attention  of  Frederick  the  Great,  who  ap- 
pointed Steuben  aid-de-camp  on  his  personal  staff.  He  was  one 
of  six  talented  young  ofiBcers  whom  the  King  personally  instructed 
and  initiated  into  the  most  abstruse  branches  of  military  art.  The 
distinction  of  being  thus  chosen  is  convincing  proof  of  Steuben's 
merit  and  promise.  With  Frederick  the  Great  neither  high  birth 
nor  family  influence  had  any  weight  in  the  selection  of  his  mili- 
tary favorites;  talent  and  fitness  were  the  only  recommendation 
to  favor. 

In  1764,  having  resigned  from  the  service  of  Prussia,  Steuben 
accepted  the  ot&ce  of  grand  marshal  of  the  court  of  the  Prince  of 
Hohenzollem-Hechingen,  the  honorable  and  responsible  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  with  great  credit  for  some  ten  years.  For 
some  years  the  dignified  tranquillity  of  court  life  furnished  agree- 
able repose  for  him,  tired  as  he  was  of  the  bivouac  and  the  camp. 
But  it  could  not  satisfy  his  ardent  and  impetuous  temperament 
or  induce  him  to  renounce  the  active  duties  from  which  for  a 
season  he  had  withdrawn.  So  he  began  to  look  around  for  a  fit- 
ting opportunity  to  reenter  active  military  service. 

He  left  Europe,  where  he  had  won  hard-earned  distinction  and 
fame — where  if  he  was  not  opulent  he  had  at  least  a  sufficient 
competence — to  serve  a  country  engaged  in  an  obstinate,  ex- 
hausting, and  hitherto  unsuccessful  war,  where  his  prosjjects  of 
professional  advancement  were  by  no  means  assured,  and  which 
offered  no  inducements  of  a  pecuniary  or  material  nature.  Con- 
fident in  himself,  urged  by  high  and  generous  motives,  he  deter- 
mined to  offer  his  sword  to  a  people  struggling  for  their  rights 
and  liberties.  He  made  no  conditions.  He  bargained  for  no  re- 
ward. 

Arriving  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
1777,  Steuben,  on  December  6,  wrote  to  the  Continental  Congress 
a  letter  which  is  worthy  of  being  quoted  here  in  its  entirety,  as 
illustrating  the  spirit  of  the  man.    It  was  as  follows: 

HoNOBABLE  Gbntlksten:  The  honor  of  serving  a  nation  engaged  in  de- 
fending its  rights  and  liberties  was  the  motire  that  brought  me  to  this  con- 
tinent. I  ask  neither  riches  nor  titles.  I  am  come  here  from  the  remotest 
end  of  Germany,  at  my  own  expense,  and  have  giren  np  honorable  and  lucra- 
tive rank.  I  have  made  no  condition  with  your  deputies  in  France,  nor  shall 
I  make  any  with  you.  My  only  ambition  is  to  serve  yon  as  a  volunteer,  to 
deserve  the  confidence  of  your  General-in-Chief,  and  to  follow  htm  in  all  his 
operations  as  I  have  done  during  seven  campaigns  with  the  King  of  Prussia. 


Two  and  twenty  years  spent  in  such  a  school  seems  to  gire  me  a  right  of 
thinUng  myself  among  the  number  of  experienced  officers,  and  if  I  am  pos- 
sessed 01  the  acquirements  in  the  art  of  war  they  will  be  much  more  prized  by 
me  if  I  can  employ  them  in  the  service  of  a  repnbUc  such  as  I  hope  soon  to  see 
America.  I  Bhould  willingly  purchase  at  the  expense  of  my  blood  the  honor 
of  haying  my  name  enrolled  among  those  of  the  defenders  of  your  liberty. 
Your  gracious  acceptance  will  be  sufficient  for  me,  and  I  ask  no  other  favor 
than  to  be  received  among  your  officers.    I  venture  to  hoi)e  that  you  will 

frant  this  my  request,  and  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  your  or- 
ers  to  Boston,  where  I  shall  await  them  and  take  suitable  measures  in  ac- 
cordance. 

In  a  letter  to  Washington,  of  the  same  date,  he  said: 
SiK  The  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  the  original  of  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  Your  Excellency,  will  inform  you  of  the  motives  that 
brought  me  over  to  this  land.  I  shall  only  add  to  it  that  the  object  of  my 
greatest  ambition  is  to  render  the  country  all  the  service  in  my  power,  and 
to  deserve  the  title  of  a  citizen  of  America  by  fighting  for  the  cause  of  your 
liberty.  If  the  distinguished  ranks  in  which  I  have  service  in  Europe  should 
be  an  obstacle,  I  had  rather  serve  under  Your  Excellency  as  a  volunteer  than 
to  be  an  object  of  discontent  to  such  deserving  officers  as  have  already  dis- 
tinguished themselves  among  you. 

Such  being  the  sentiments  I  have  always  professed,  I  dare  hope  that  the 
respectable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  accept  my  serv- 
ices. I  could  say,  moreover,  wei-e  it  not  for  the  fear  of  offending  your  mod- 
esty, that  Your  Excellency  is  the  only  person  under  whom,  after  having 
served  the  King  of  Prussia,  I  could  wish  to  follow  a  profession  to  the  study 
of  which  I  have  whoUy  devoted  myself.  I  intend  to  go  to  Boston  in  a  few 
days,  where  I  shall  present  my  letters  to  Mr.  Hancock,  member  of  Congress, 
and  there  I  shall  await  Your  Excellency's  orders. 

At  Boston  Steuben  was  entertained  by  John  Hancock,  who  had 
just  retired  from  the  presidency  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
here,  after  waiting  five  weeks,  he  received  "Washington's  an- 
swer to  his  letter.  It  advised  him  to  report  at  once  to  Congress, 
then  sitting  at  York,  Pa.,  since  it  belonged  exclusively  to  that 
body  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  him. 

The  fame  of  Steuben  had  preceded  him  to  York  and  he  was 
cordially  received  by  Congress.  A  committee  of  three  members 
was  apxxjinted  to  confer  with  him  and  ascertain  the  conditions 
on  which  he  was  willing  to  serve  the  United  States,  and  whether 
he  had  made  any  arrangements  with  the  American  deputies  in 
France. 

He  said  that  he  had  made  no  agreement  with  them,  nor  was  it 
his  intention  to  accept  any  rank  or  pay;  that  he  wished  to  join 
the  Army  as  a  volunteer,  and  to  render  such  services  as  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  should  think  him  capable  of.  The  Continental 
Congress,  through  its  president,  Mr.  Laurens,  accepted  his  gener- 
ous proposition  and  directed  him  to  report  to  General  Washing- 
ton at  Valley  Forge.  Here  Steuben  began  a  work  the  value  of 
which  can  scarcely  be  overestimated. 

He  made  the  patriotic  army  a  disciplined  and  effective  force — 
the  drilled  corps  that  ultimately  won  the  war  for  freedom.  He 
worked  incessantly  to  do  this  under  the  greatest  difficulties  and 
most  adverse  circumstances,  but  he  succeeded,  and  the  credit  for 
it  is  all  his  own.  American  history  some  day  will  do  him  full 
justice  and  give  him  a  high  place  in  our  temple  of  fame. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1778,  about  six  weeks  after  Steuben  had 
commenced  his  active  duties,  Washington  made  the  following 
report  to  Congress: 

The  extensive  ill  consequences  arising  from  a  want  of  uniformity  in  dis- 
cipline and  maneuvers  throughout  the  Army  have  long  occasioned  me  to 
wish  for  the  establishment  of  a  well-organized  inspectorship,  and  the  con- 
currence of  Congress  in  the  same  views  has  induced  me  to  set  on  foot  a  tem- 
porary institution,  which,  from  the  success  which  has  hitherto  attended  it, 
gives  me  the  most  flattering  expectations. 

Baron  Steuben's  length  of  service  in  the  first  military  school  of  Europe 


and  his  former  rank  pointed  liim  out  as  a  person  peculiarly  qualified  to  be 
at  the  head  of  this  department.  This  appeared  the  least  exceptionable  way 
of  introducing  him  into  the  Army,  and  the  one  that  would  give  him  the 
most  ready  opportunity  of  displaying  his  talent.  I  therefore  proposed  to 
him  to  undertake  the  office  of  Inspector-General,  which  he  agreed  to  do  with 
the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  has  performed  the  duties  of  it  with  a  zeal  and 
intelligence  equal  to  our  wishes. 

I  should  do  injustice  if  I  were  to  be  longer  silent  with  regard  to  the  merits 
of  Baron  Steuben.  His  knowledge  of  his  profession,  added  to  the  zeal  which 
he  has  displayed  since  he  began  upon  the  functions  of  his  office,  leads  me  to 
consider  him  an  acquisition  to  the  service,  and  to  recommend  him  to  the  at- 
tention of  Congress. 

The  "recommendation"  of  Washington  was  that  Stenben  be 
made  Inspector-General  of  the  American  Army  with  the  rank  of 
major-general.  The  recommendation  of  Washington  was  fol- 
lowed by  Congress,  and  by  act  of  May  .5, 1778,  Steuben  was  created 
a  major-general  and  assigned  to  the  duties  of  Inspector-General 
of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Speaker,  such  in  brief  is  the  story  of  General  Steuben,  one 
of  the  bravest  and  most  invaluable  officers  of  the  Continental 
Army.  He  served  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war  and  was 
of  inestimable  service  to  Washington,  who  never  failed  to  testify 
to  his  abilities  and  the  great  work  he  had  done  in  the  cause  of 
American  independence. 

When  peace  came  and  the  United  States  had  taken  her  place 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  this  battle-scaiTed  veteran — 
grand  old  General  Steuben — who  had  been  a  tower  of  strength  to 
George  Washington  from  VaUey  Forge  to  Yorktown,  quietly  re- 
signed his  commission  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  and  re- 
tired to  a  log  hut  in  the  backwoods  of  the  State  of  New  York — 
away  from  the  crowded  marts  of  trade  and  the  peopled  thorough- 
fares of  towns  and  cities — to  live  and  die  in  peace. 

He  rendered  great  service  to  this  country  in  its  most  trying 
hour,  in  the  darkest  days  of  its  struggle  for  independence,  and 
in  his  name,  in  the  name  of  all  that  he  did  and  accomplished,  in 
the  name  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  the  name  of  honor  and 
gratitude,  I  appeal  to  every  member  of  this  House  to  vote  for 
this  bill  to  erect  to  his  memory  a  fitting  statue  to  commemorate 
his  heroic  deeds  and  to  perpetuate  forever  his  imperishable  glory. 
[Applause.] 
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The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
having  under  consideration  the  hill  (S.  2295)  temporarily  to  provide  for  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  civil  government  in  the  Philippine  Islands, 
and  for  other  purposes — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  A  few  days  ago  I  was  astonished  by  the  at- 
tack made  upon  the  postal  employees,  and  particularly  on  the 
letter  carriers  of  the  country,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Post-OflBce 
and  Post-Roads  Committee  [Mr.  Loud].  The  thought  came  to 
me  at  that  time  that  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself  some- 
thing should  be  said  in  refutation  of  those  statements.  The  time 
has  come,  in  my  opinion,  when  some  one  should  tell  the  truth  in 
respect  to  one  who  has  been  a  consistent  opponent  of  every  eifort 
to  increase  the  wages  of  the  postal  employees,  but  who  has  just  as 
persistently  labored  in  behalf  of  the  great  railroad  corporations 
who  have  been  the  beneficiaries  of  his  acts. 

I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  letter  carriers  are  being  used 
as  a  shield  behind  which  we  find  hidden  the  railroads  of  the  coun- 
try which  are  getting  the  lion's  share  of  the  appropriations  an- 
nually made  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Post-OfBce  Department? 
I  ask  why  it  is  that  this  House  continually  accepts  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Post-Offlces,  made  by  its  chairman,  by  which 
we  are  paying  the  railroads  fully  as  much  and  more  in  rentals 
per  year  than  it  costs  to  build  the  cars  which  we  are  renting? 
May  I  further  ask,  if  in  order  to  keep  this  from  the  members  of 
the  House,  and  in  order  to  throw  sand  in  our  eyes,  the  statement 
is  being  made  that  we  must  keep  down  expenses  by  restricting  or 
resisting  these  assaults  on  the  Treasury  that  are  being  made  by 
the  employees  of  the  postal  service,  especially  the  letter  carriers? 
May  I  ask  whether  this  is  a  subterfuge  merely,  in  order  to  keep 
from  us  the  real  issue,  which  is  the  payment  of  ten  times  as  much 
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for  handling  or  carrying  the  mails  as  is  paid  for  carrying  express 
matter  in  the  same  cars,  behind  the  same  engines,  on  the  same 
train,  and  over  the  saine  roadbed? 

When  the  chairman  of  the  Post-Office  Committee  took  occasion 
to  belittle  the  efforts  of  the  letter  carriers  he  only  followed  out 
his  former  tactics.  Not  only  that,  his  remarks  were  in  line  with 
his  attempts  to  rednce  the  price  of  labor,  to  lower  the  standards 
of  wages,  and  to  add  to  the  profits^of  contractors,  as  we  well  re- 
member was  his  aim  when  he  desired  to  place  the  rural  free- 
delivery  service  on  a  contract  basis.  Oh,  this  contract  system 
mnst  certainly  be  a  grand  one!  It  reminds  me  of  the  padrones, 
who  hire  boys  and  peddle  them  out  and  ntilize  their  services  for 
a  mere  pittance  while  they  themselves  grow  rich.  Has  it  come 
to  a  point  where  this  country  must  require  men  to  take  civil- 
service  examinations,  to  furnish  bonds,  and  to  do  labor  in  order 
to  be  farmed  out  to  contractors? 

I  believe  that  were  a  bill  introduced  in  this  House  asking  that 
ttie  letter  carriers  be  placed  on  the  contract  basis  such  bill  would 
speedily  be  reported  to  the  House  and  passed.  But  a  just  meas- 
ure, the  purpose  of  which  is  to  give  relief  to  a  deserving  body  of 
men,  is  pigeon-holed  simply  because,  under  the  rules,  the  chair- 
man can  take  such  action.  "Well  and  eloquently  did  the  presi- 
dent of  the  carriers'  organization  plead  with  the  committee  to 
bring  the  bill  into  the  House,  or  at  least  to  make  a  report  at 
this  session,  favorably  or  otherwise,  for  I  know,  as  every  member 
knows,  that  once  brought  into  the  House  justice  wiU  be  done  and 
the  bill  passed. 

But,  no;  it  is  the  will  of  the  chairman  that  such  should  not  be 
done.  It  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  speak  at  length,  or  to  touch 
largely  upon  the  letter  carriers'  salary  bill.  I  have  done  that 
heretofore,  but  I  simply  desire  at  this  time  to  point  out  why  it  is,  to 
my  mind,  that  the  efforts  of  the  railway  mail  clerks,  the  post-office 
clerks,  and  the  letter  carriers  are  always  being  made  the  chief 
issue  ittthis  House  by  those  who  have  charge  of  the  work  of  the 
Post-Office  Committee.  In  studying  the  situation,  in  looking  over 
this  matter,  in  weighing  the  question,  I  can  arrive  at  no  other 
conclusion  than  that  it  is  intended  as  a  sort  of  a  y«ll  of  "stop 
thief,  "and  thus  keep  the  members  of  this  House  agitated  on  this 


question,  while  the  chairman  qnietly  sits  back  and  fixes  np  the 
bills  by  which  the  railroads  get  enormous  amounts  of  money  from 
the  public  Treasury. 

I  want  to  say  right  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  were  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  the  railroads  what  is  a  fair  price  for  handling  mail 
in  transit  instead  of  the  present  exorbitant  rates,  which  are  fixed 
by  action  of  this  committee,  under  the  advisement  of  its  chair- 
man— that  were  this  done  we  could  extend  the  postal  service  be- 
yond anything  that  was  ever  dreamed  of  in  this  country.  We 
could  then  pay  the  employees  decent  wages.  We  would  then  not 
be  treated  to  the  spectacle  of  having  to  compare  their  salaries 
with  those  of  the  poverty-ridden  workers  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  is  controlled  from  top  to  bottom  by  these  very  rail- 
roads who  are  getting  these  vast  amounts  of  money  on  their  mail 
contracts. 

I  say  to  you ,  Mr.  Chairman ,  that  were  these  rates  that  are  being 
paid  the  railroads  for  carrying  the  mails  fixed  at  a  reasonable 
figure  we  could  extend  the  free-delivery  service  to  every  hamlet, 
to  every  farmhouse,  to  every  nook  and  comer  of  this  country. 
Not  only  that,  but  1-cent  postage  would  then  be  reached.  But 
no;  for  fear  that  we  may  examine  into  this  matter  and  that  we 
may  accidentally  discover  what  is  the  real  drain  on  our  Treas- 
ury, who  is  the  real  dog  whose  tail  should  be  cut  off  behind  the 
ears — yes,  lest  we  might  discover  this,  we  are  continually  told  to 
watch  the  postal  clerks,  to  watch  the  railway-mail  clerks,  and  to 
watch  the  letter  carriers,  for  fear  that  they  might  impoverish  us 
should  we  give  them  sufficient  to  allow  them  to  live. 

The  thought  struck  me,  in  listening  to  the  argument  of  my  col- 
league from  California  [Mr.  Loud]  ,  that  if  substitutes  earn  $380 
per  year,  where  does  this  money  come  from?  I  believe — in  fact, 
I  know — that  the  money  that  substitutes  earn  is  deducted  from 
the  salary  of  the  regular  carriers.  If  substitutes  earn  §380  per 
year,  then  the  regular  carriers  must  certainly  be  $380  per  year 
short,  except,  perhaps,  the  small  pittance  which  is  allowed  the 
substitutes  by  appropriation  for  serving  the  routes  of  regular 
carriers  during  the  vacation  period.  I  ask  again,  Why  is  it  the 
gentleman  from  California,  in  comparing  the  salaries  of  carriers 
with  those  of  other  employees,  takes  on  the  one  hand,  every  per- 
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son  who  could  be  designated  as  an  employee  in  a  certain  given 
industry — ^whether  he  happens  to  be  a  skilled  mechanic  or  only  a 
common  laborer — and  by  adding  them  all  together  averages  np 
their  pay  to  bring  it  down  to  as  low  a  figure  as  possible;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  the  carrier  service  he  takes  20  of  the  largest 
cities  and  tries  to  show  that  the  amount  received  by  reg^ulars  or 
substitutes  in  these  30  large  cities  holds  good  from  Maine  to 
California?  - 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  over  900  cities  in  the  United  States, 
and  there  are  but  53  or  55  cities  in  which  carriers  receive  nom- 
inally $1,000  per  year,  and  in  all  the  other  850  or  more  cities  the 
maximimi  salary  which  any  letter  carrier  can  receive  is  $850. 
We  have  hundreds  of  post-offices  which  employ  only  3  or  4  car- 
riers each.  If  the  substitute  earns  $380  in  any  of  these  offices, 
$380  must  necessarily  come  from  the  4  carriers  in  the  office  hav- 
ing that  number,  and  $100  will  be  the  amount  that  this  substitute 
receives  for  serving  routes  during  vacation.  This  would  leave 
the  salary  or  the  income  of  the  carriers  in  such  an  office  about 
§775  or-$780  per  year. 

From  this  they  also  buy  their  uniforms,  which  further  reduces 
the  net  dollars  and  cents  to  which  my  worthy  colleague  from 
California  is  so  prone  to  call  attention.  Every  statement  that  he 
makes  could  be  refuted,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of 
this  body  further  than  to  show  that  it  is  not  the  letter  carriers 
that  we  must  fear— that  it  is  not  the  salary  that  they  receive  or 
ask  for  that  will  bankrupt  this  country — but  that  it  is  the  amount 
that  is  fixed  annually  by  appropriations  contained  in  the  Post- 
Office  bill  to  subsidize  the  railroads  that  is  the  real  drain.  Just 
as  my  colleague  says,  I  ask  you  to  study  this  question,  to  judge 
it  calmly  and  dispassionately,  and  I  believe  that  you  wiU  find  that 
instead  of  attacking  the  letter  carriers  more  good  would  come  to 
this  country  and  more  money  would  be  saved  the  Treasury  if 
you  would  examine  a  little  more  closely  into  the  methods  that 
are  pursued,  not  by  the  letter  carriers,  but  by  the  railroads,  who 
seem  to  get  everything  they  want  from  the  Post-Office  Committee. 

We  do  not  hear  of  bills  for  railway  mail  contracts  slum- 
bering in  the  pigeon-holes  of  the  committee.  We  do  not  hear 
any  reference  made  to  the  amounts  that  are  handed  out  annually 
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on  a  platter  in  the  form  of  subsidies.  We  hear  little  or  no  refer- 
ence to  sTicli  things.  And  'why,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  these  matters 
pushed  through  so  quietly?  Is  it  fear  that  should  they  be  dis- 
cussed that  this  House  might  examine  a  little  more  closely  into 
this  question  and  find  that  they  are  paying  for  something  they 
do  not  get?  Let  me  say  in  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  the 
future  I  shall  watch  these  matters  more  closely,  and  that  when 
attacks  are  made  on  the  workers  in  the  ranks  I  will  endeavor  to 
ascertain  who  is  the  gentleman  in  the  woodpile  that  you  are  pro- 
tecting by  throwing  stones  at  some  one  on  the  outside.  I  serve 
notice  here  and  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  grasp  which  these 
corporations  have  on  the  country  and  on  its  resources  wiU  ere 
long  be  broken. 
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The  people  demand  pnblicity  regarding  the  Trnsts.    The  Re- 

Snblieans  talk  in  favor  of  publicity  but  rote  against  it.    The 
lemocrats  vote  as  they  talk.    The  record  speak:  for  Itself. 


SPEECH 

or 

HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 

of  new  yobk. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

January  17,  1903. 


Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  uow  offer  the  amendment  which  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read.    I  propose  that  it  come  in  as  section  6. 

Mr.  CORLISS.  I  make  the  point  that  the  sixth  section  has  not 
yet  been  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  state  that  section  6  has  not 
yet  been  read. 

Mr.  SULZER.     This  is  designed  to  follow  section  5. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  the  gentleman  offers  it  as  a  new 
section. 

Mr.  SULZER.     Yea,  sir. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  following  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Sulzer: 

Sec.  6.  That  there  shall  be  established  in  the  department  of  commerce 
and  labor  a  bureau  called  the  bureau  of  corporations,  and  a  chief  of  said 
bureau,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  and  who  shall  receive  a  sala^  of  $4,000  per  annum. 
Thei-e  shall  also  be  in  said  bureau  one  chief  clerk  and  one  auditor  and  such 
number  of  examiners  as  shall  be  needed  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  act. 
Said  auditor  and  examiners  shall  be  expert  accountants,  and  shall  be  paid 
salary  and  necessary  expenses.  There  shall  also  be  such  other  clerical  assist- 
ants as  may  from  time  to  time  be  authorized  by  Congress.  It  shall  be  the 
province  and  duty  of  said  bureau  of  corporations,  under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  commerce  and  labor,  to  inspect  and  examine  all  corporations 
engaged  in  interstate  or  foreign  commerce  by  gathering,  compiling,  publish- 
ing, and  supplying  all  available  and  useful  information  concerning  such  cor- 
porations, mcluding  the  manner  in  which  their  business  is  conducted,  and  by 
such  other  methods  and  means  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  said  secretary. 

Every,  corporation  governed  by  this  act  shall  make  annual  reports  in  writ- 
ing to  the  said  auditor  of  said  bureau,  and  such  report  shall  in  all  cases  in- 
clude: 

(a)  Capital  authorized  and  issued;  the  amount  paid  up  In  cash  or  other- 
wise, with  a  statement  of  the  method  of  paying  where  it  is  not  in  cash. 

(b)  Debts,  including  details  as  to  the  amount  thereof  and  security  given 
therefor,  if  any. 

(o)  ObUgations  due  from  officers,  which  shall  be  separately  stated. 

(d)  A  statement  of  assets  and  the  method  of  valuing  the  same,  whether  at 
cost  price,  by  appraisal,  or  otherwise,  and  of  the  allowance  made  for  depre- 
ciation. Small  items  of  personal  property  included  in  a  plant  may  be  de- 
scribed by  the  term  "sundries"  or  like  general  term. 

(e)  Gross  earnings  for  the  period  covered  by  the  report,  all  deductions 
necessary  for  interest,  taxes,  and  expense  of  all  sorts,  the  surplus  available 
for  dividends,  and  dividends  actually  declared. 

(f )  Increase  of  assets  since  the  last  statement,  with  a  showing  in  what  way 
such  increase  has  been  £ecui*ed. 

(g)  The  names  and  addresses  of  stockholders,  with  the  number  of  shares 
held  by  each  at  the  date  of  the  report. 

(h)  The  amount  of  stock  disposed  of  and  the  amount  of  property  taken 
for  stock  sold  since  the  last  report,  with  all  facts  necessary  to  show  the  re- 
sults of  the  ti'ansaction.  .  ^    -,     . 

(i)  A  statement  showing  that  the  corporation  in  question  has  not,  during 
the  period  covered  by  the  said  report,  received  any  rebates,  drawbacSs, 
special  rates  or  discriminations,  advantages  or  preferences,  by  money  pay- 
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ments  or  otherwise,  from  any  railroad,  pipe  line,  water  carrier,  or  other 
transportation  comiiany,  or  if  any  snch  have  been  received  or  given,  stating 
when,  from  whom,  on  what  acconnt,  and  in  what  manner  they  were  so  re- 
ceived, with  all  other  details  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  trans- 
action or  transactions. 

(3)  The  names  and  addresses  of  all  officers;  location  of  transfer  or  registry 
offices,  wherever  located. 

(k)  A  statement  that  the  corporation  has  not  fixed  prices,  or  done  any 
other  act  with  a  view  to  restrictmg  ti'ade  or  driving  any  competitor  out  of 
business. 

(1)  A  statement  that  the  corporation  is  or  is  not  a  party  to  any  contract, 
combination,  or  conBpiracy  in  the  form  of  trust  or  otherwise  in  restraint  of 
trade  or  commerce  among  the  several  States  or  Territories  or  with  foreign 
nations. 

(m)  A  statement  of  the  proportion  of  goods  going  into  interstate  com- 
merce. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  pi'escribe  the  form  of  the  reports 
before  mentioned.  He  may  in  his  discretion  require  additional  reports  at 
any  time  when  he  may  see  fit,  upon  reasonable  ndtice;  but  his  determination 
shall  be  prima  facie  proof  that  the  notice  :s  reasdhable.  He  joay  ateo  require 
supplemental  reports  whenever,  in  his  judgment;  the  report  rendered  is  in 
any  particular  or  particulars  insufficient,  evasive,  or  aDabigruous.:  He  may 
prescribe  rules  so  as  to  avoid  undue  detail  in  making  reportd^  but  no  detail 
of  the  business  of  the  corporation  shall  be  considfired  private  so  as  to  be  ex- 
empt from  the  examination  of  the  auditor  whenever  he  may  demand  report 
thereon.  He  shall  make  public  in  his  reports,  which  shall  be  issued  annu- 
ally, all  the  information  contained  in  the  reports  so  made  to  him.  When  a 
report  has  been  made  by  a  corporation,  and,  with  all  supplemental  and  addi- 
tional reports  required  by  the  auditor,  shall  have  been  approved  by  him,  the 
corporation  making  such  report  or  reports  shall  publish  the  same  in  a  daily 
newspaper,  after  the  usual  custom  in  such  cases,  with  the  auditor's  minutes 
of  approval,  and  shall  file  with  the  auditor  proof  of  such  publication  by  the 
publisher's  certificate. 

That  if  any  corporation  shall  fail  to  make  a  report  when  required,  either 
by  the  terms  of  this  actor  when  required  by  the  auditor,  as  herein  provided, 
said  ooriMi-ation  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  1  per  cent  or  not  more  than  10 
per  cent  of  its  last  annual  gross  earnings  for  each  offense.  Every  day  of 
failure  after  a  written  demand  has  been  made  by  the  auditor  shall  con- 
stitute a  separate  and  distinct  offense.  In  cage  of  failure,  also,  each  of  the 
directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  ineligible,  foi'  the  year  succeeding 
the  next  annual  meeting,  to  hold  either  dii'ectorship  or  any  other  office  in 
the  said  corpoi'ation.  If  such  report  ie  false  in  any  matenal  respect,  the 
corporation  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  2  per  cent  and  not  more  than  2U 
l>er  cent  of  its  last  annual  gross  earnings,  and  each  false  statement  in  any 
material  matter  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense.  All  fines  and  penalties 
imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  recovered  or  enforced  in  any  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  examiners,  under  the  direction  of  the  auditor 
to  make  examinations  of  any  corporation  governed  by  this  act.  Any  of  said 
examiners  presenting  his  oflicial  credentials  shall  be  furnished  by  the  officers 
of  the  corporation  every  facility  for  complete  and  full  examination.'not  only 
of  the  books,  but  of  all  property,  records,  or  papers  of  the  corporation  which 
may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  examiner,  for  a  complete  knowl- 
edge of  the  affairs  of  the  concern.  Such  examinations  shall  not  be  at  fixed 
periods,  but  shall  be  at  such  times  as  the  auditor  shall  fix  and  without  notice 
Examiners  shall  have  the  power  to  examine  under  oath  all  officers  or  em- 
ployees of  a  corporation,  or  any  other  persons  having  any  knowledge  of  its 
affairs,  and  to  send  for,  demand,  and  inspect  books,  papers,  and  any  other 
matter  of  evidence  whatever  which  is  in  the  possession  or  control  of  the  said 
corporation.  For  the  purpose  of  this  ac  t  examiners  shall  have  power  to  re- 
qim-e,  by  subixena,  the  attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses  under  oath 
and  the  production  of  all  books,  papers,  contracts,  agreements,  and  docu- 
ments relating  to  any  matter  under  mvestigation.  Such  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses and  the  production  of  such  documentary  evidence  may  be  required 
from  anyplace  in  the  United  Statesat  any  designated  plaeeof  hearing  And 
m  case  of  disobedience  to  a  subpoena  the  examiner  may  invoke  the  aid  of  aiiv 
court  of  the  United  States  in  requiring  such  attendance. 

And  any  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  which  such  inquiry  is  carried  on  may,  in  case  of  contumacy  or  refusal  to 
obey  a  subpoena  issued  to  any  corporation  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  other  person,  issue  an  order  requiring  such  corporation  or  other  per- 
Bon  to  appear  before  said  examiner  and  produce  books  and  papers,  if  so 
ordei-ed,  and  give  evidence  touching  the  matter  in  question;  and  any  failure 
to  obey  such  order  of  the  court  may  be  punished  by  such  court  as  a  contempt 
thereof.  The  claim  that  any  such  testimony  or  evidence  may  tend  to  crimi- 
nate the  person  giving  such  evidence  or  testimony  shall  not  be  used  against 
such  pei-son  on  the  trial  of  any  criminal  proceeding.  The  auditor  shaU  like- 
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wise  have  all  the  authority  of  an  examiner  in  any  case  wherein  he  chooass 
himself  to  act.  No  examiner  shall  be  assi^ed  to  examine  any  corporation 
who  is  himself  interested  in  the  business  thereof,  or  any  competing  concern, 
or  who  has  relatives  who  are  so  interested. 

That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  an  examiner  to  divulge  private  business,  except 
by  his  report  to  the  auditor.  But  such  report,  or  the  substance  thereof,  shall 
be  opened  for  public  inspection.  Each  examiner  sliall  follow  the  rules,  regu- 
lations, and  directions  which  the  auditor  may  from  time  to  time  lay  down 
or  communicate  to  him  as  to  the  method  of  examination,  the  form  of  report, 
the  matters  to  be  covered  by  the  said  examination,  and  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  his  duties.  Said  examinations  and  reports  sliall  always  cover,  among 
otherSLthe  following  questions; 

(a)  Has  the  said  corporation,  during  the  period  covered  by  the  examina- 
tion and  report,  received  any  rebates,  drawbaclcs,  special  rates,  or  other  dis- 
criminations, advantages,  or  preferences,  by  money  payments  or  otherwise, 
from  any  railroad,  pipe  line,  water  carrier,  or  other  transportation  company? 

(b)  If  there  have  been  such  preferences,  when  were  they  received,  from 
whom,  on  what  account,  and  in  what  manner,  giving  all  details  necessary  to 
a  full  understanding  of  the  transaction? 

(c)  Is  the  said  corporation  a  member  of  any  combination  having  or  intend- 
ing to  secure  a  monopoly  of  any  commodity  other  than  such  monopolies  as 
are  legally  granted  by  patent  or  otherwise? 

(d)  Has  the  said  corporation  any  such  monopoly,  or  does  it  use  methods 
tending  to  secure  such  monopoly? 

(e)  Has  it  made  any  contracts  or  agreements  tending  to  secure  any  such 
monopoly  to  itself  or  any  other  concern,  whether  owned  by  an  individual  or 
individuals,  a  coi*poration,  or  somo  combination  of  individuals  and  corpora- 
tions? 

(f)  Is  such  corporation  a  party  to  any  contract,  agreement,  or  combina- 
tion, in  the  form  of  a  trust  or  otherwise,  in  restraint  of  ti'ade  or  commorco 
among  the  several  States  or  with  foreign  nations? 

(g)  Has  the  corporation  purchased  or  does  it  hold  the  stock  of  any  corpo- 
ration for  the  purpose  of  controlling  its  management? 

Said  reports  of  examiners  shall  be  prima  facie  true  and  may  be  introduced 
in  evidence  in  all  courts  toprovo  the  facts  therein  set  forth.  Copies  certified 
by  the  auditor  shall  be  admissible  with  like  eflfect  and  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances as  the  original.  The  word  "corporation"  wherever  used  in  this 
act  shall  be  deemed  to  include  associations  existing  or  authorized  either  by 
the  law  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of  any  State,  or  the  laws  of  any  foreign 
country. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  regarding  this  amendment  I 
want  to  say  that  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  1903, 1  introduced  in  this 
House  a  bill  to  establish  a  department  of  commerce,  and  the 
amendment  just  read  is  sestion  5  of  that  bill.  The  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  and  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  For- 
eign Commerce.  I  appeai'ed  before  that  committee  in  favor  of 
my  bill  to  establish  a  department  of  commerce,  and  so  did  a  num- 
ber of  distinguished  gentlemen  representing  commercial  bodies, 
labor  organizations,  the  American  Anti-Trust  Lsague,  and  other 
associations  which  are  in  favor  of  publicity  in  regard  to  the  great 
trusts  of  our  land. 

All  of  these  gentlemen  advocated  my  bill  or  the  incorporation 
in  the  department  of  commerce  bill  of  a  provision  similar  to  the 
amendment  just  offered  by  me.  The  committee  did  not  see  fit  to 
do  that.  They  left  it  out  of  the  bill  they  reported  and  now  before 
the  House.  I  simply  ask  at  this  time  to  have  that  amendment 
read,  so  that  every  member  and  the  country  may  understand  it. 
I  ask  now  unanimous  consent  to  have  it  considered  as  pending,  so 
that  the  members  of  the  House  may  have  an  opportunity  to  read 
it  in  the  Record  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HEPBURN.     Mr.  Chairman,  that  goes  into  the  Record. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  know  it  does,  but  I  want  it  pending  for  a 
time  to  give  members  a  chance  to  read  and  study  it. 

Mr.  MANN.  The  gentleman  asked  tD  have  it  be  considered  as 
pending. 

Mr.  SULZER.    I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  the  amendment 
be  considered  as  pending,  so  that  members  can  read  it  in  the 
Record  and  vote  on  it  intelligently. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  To  be  voted  upon  after  the  reading  of  the 
bill  is  concltided? 

Mr.  SULZER.    Yes;  that  is  my  request. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Let  the  Chair  state  the  request.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  asks  unanimous  consent  that  the  amend- 
ment which  he  has  offered  may  be  considered  as  pending,  to  be 
voted  upon  when  the  reading  of  the  biU  is  concluded.  Is  there 
objection?  ..•,,.    ,,. 

Mr.  MANN.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  what  portion  of  the  bill  is  the 
amendment  offered? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is  offered  as  a  separate  section. 

Mr.  MANN.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  gentleman  can  offer  his 
amendment  at  the  proper  place  at  any  time,  if  he  is  in  his  seat,  I 
ob.iect  to  the  request. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  only  ask  it  in  order  to  give  every  member  an 
opportunity  to  familiarize  himself  with  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Objection  is  made.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  one  moment;  has  my  time  ex- 
pired? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  has  not. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  state  briefly 
that  this  amendment  brings  before  the  House,  as  clearly  and  as 
positively  as  any  proposition  can,  the  question  of  whether  the 
members  of  this  House  are  in  favor  of  publicity  regarding  the 
trusts  or  not.  If  we  are  sincerely  in  favor  of  publicity  regarding 
the  trusts  we  can  not,  it  seems  to  me,  object  to  this  amendment. 
If  we  want  publicity  we  can  not  object  to  the  establishment  of 
this  bureau  of  corporations  in  the  department  of  commerce  and 
labor,  for  it  is  something  which  will  create  publicity  and  secure 
the  information  the  Attorney-General  says  he  wants  in  order  to 
enforce  the  antitrust  laws. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  the  best  plan  for  publicity  yet  devised,  and 
will  secure  the  information  that  every  citizen  wants  regarding 
the  conduct  and  the  management  of  the  great  trusts  of  our 
country,  and  go  far,  in  my  judgment,  to  prevent  the  trusts  from 
violating  or  evading  the  law  now  on  the  statute  books  against 
trusts  and  monopolies.  It  has  been  stated  by  those  more  com- 
petent to  judge  perhaps  than  myself  that  if  this  amendment 
were  a  lawno  trust  in  this  country,  no  corporation,  no  monopoly, 
would  or  could  violate  the  law. 

Besides,  it  would  secure  all  the  information  desired,  and  if  the 
laws  were  violated  the  Attorney-General  would  have  officially  the 
facts  to  proceed  forthwith  and  punish  such  violations.  It  woiild 
prevent  the  excuse  now  offered  by  the  Department  of  Justice. 

I  think  this  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted.  It  will  be  if 
those  who  oppose  trusts  and  monopolies  and  want  publicity  regard- 
ing them,  so  that  the  truth  shall  be  known,  vote  for  it.  So  I  of- 
fered this  amendment  to  find  out  and  have  the  country  know  the 
names  of  the  members  who  are  sincerely  in  favor  of  pubUcity  and 
who  are  not.  Let  the  record  tell.  Now  is  the  time  to  stand  by 
your  professions  and  live  up  to  your  promises.     [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  MANN.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  report  of  the  bill  from  the 
committee  provides  for  a  bureau  of  corporations  for  the  very 
purpose  of  providing  an  executive  agency  on  publicity.  Probably 
this  side  of  the  House  would  not  ffiways  feel  disposed  to  accept 
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the  language  arranged  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Sulzee]  in  reference  to  the  method  of  obtaining  publicity. 

Very  likely  the  other  side  of  the  House  will  accept  the  leader- 
ship of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on  this  question.  If  so, 
we  shall  be  content,  but  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill 
has  been  rather  inclined  to  await  the  report  of  the  gentlemen 
from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  from  both  sides  of  the  House, 
who  ai-e  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  find  a  proper  solution  of  the 
method  of  publicity.  There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  bill,  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  to  refuse  proper  legislation  to  effect  publicity,  but, 
with  all  due  respect  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  ,  I  trust  that  we  may  be  forgiven  if  we  do  not 
always  adopt  his  views  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  HENRY  C.  SMITH.  The  section  to  which  the  gentleman 
refers  as  creating  this  bureau  of  corporations,  I  take  it,  is  section  7? 

Mr.  MANN.    Section  7. 

Mr.  HENRY  C.  SMITH.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman's  con- 
struction as  to  what  powers  such  a  bureau  would  have.  I  have 
read  the  section  hastily  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  did  not  give  the 
bureau  very  much,  if  any,  power  to  get  the  information. 

Mr.  SULZER.    That  is  quite  true. 

Mr.  MANN.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
section  7,  as  it  reads  in  the  bill,  will  not  confer  upon  the  bureau 
of  corporations  the  power  to  compel  the  giving  of  information, 
and  in  that  respect  it  might  be  said  to  be  defective  and  clearly 
would  be  defective  if  it  were  not  the  purpose  to  follow  it  up  with 
additional  legislation;  but  we  all  know  that  the  members  of  this 
House  and  the  members  of  this  Congress  are  proposing  to  have 
additional  legislation,  and  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  and  this 
bureau  of  corporations  is  created,  undoubtedly  there  will  be 
conferred  either  upon  the  bureau  itself  or  upon  the  department 
the  necessary  powers  to  carry  out  the  idea  for  which  the  bureau 
is  created. 

If  it  is  the  preference  of  the  House  to  take  the  suggestions — ad- 
mirable in  their  nature,  but  more  or  less  crude  in  the  drawing  of 
the  langruage — of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  very  good;  but 
I  shotild  prefer  that  the  House  should  have  the  infonnation  which 
comes  from  the  distinguished  Judiciai-y  Committee  of  this  House, 
which  intends,  as  I  understand,  to  report  some  kind  of  a  bill  to 
the  House  covering  ground  like  this. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Oh,  yes;  they  will  doubtless  report  a  bill  some 
time,  some  how,  some  way,  and  too  late  in  the  closing  days  of 
this  session  of  Congress  ever  to  pass  before  we  adjourn.  You 
may  pass  some  kind  of  a  bill  through  the  House  only  to  die  in 
the  Senate.    It  is  the  old,  old  story. 

Mr.  THAYER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  waiting  in  this 
House  for  three  years  to  see  what  action  would  be  taken  that 
would  amount  to  anything  to  clip  the  wings  of  the  trusts,  and  it 
is  immaterial  to  me  whom  I  am  following  if  the  road  is  clear, 
whether  it  be  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzeb]  or 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Mann]  .  I  am  here  to  help  do 
something  to  curtail  the  increasing  jwwer  of  the  trusts,  and  it  is 
immaterial  to  me  who  leads  in  this,  to  my  mind,  good  work. 

Here  is  an  amendment  which  proposes  some  practical  legisla- 
tion to  make  public  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  great  trusts  and 
combines  of  this  country,  and  the  gentleman  from  Chicago  [Mr. 
Mann]  fails  entirely  to  point  out  in  this  amendment  anything 
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which  he  thinks  even  is  obnoxiotis,  or  is  not  in  accordance  with 
ills  views.  He  simply  wishes  to  put  off  the  matter  to  a  more  con- 
venient time.  It  is  the  same  old  plea.  We  have  been  told,  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  down,  that  something  should 
be  done  to  make  public  the  condnct  of  the  trusts.  Publicity  is 
the  great  question  which  the  public  is  demanding  to-day  of  these 
corporations.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Mann] 
can  not  find  any  fault  with  this  amendment,  if  he  is  simply  waiting 
for  something  better,  why  not  point  out  what  is  wrong  in  this 
bill,  which  is  specific,  directing,  and  comprehensive?  We  are  con- 
fronted with  the  proposition  now  whether  we  shall  do  something 
or  continue  to  do  nothing,  as  we  have  for  the  last  three  years. 
Let  Tis  not  dodge  or  evade  our  responsibility.  The  country  is 
looking  and  waiting  to  see  if  we  will  keep  our  promises  and  do 
something  to  give  publicity  to  the  working  of  the  trusts. 

Mr.  MANN.  The  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  saying  that 
while  it  possibly  is  negligence  on  my  part,  I  never  have  read  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  may  be  heavenly 
for  aught  I  know.  It  may  be  perfect;  but  I  should  prefer  to  have 
it  presented  to  the  House  in  such  a  way  that  it  can  be  properly 
considered  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  THAYER.  Unless  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is  deaf,  he 
must  have  heard  the  reading  of  it,  line  by  line  and  word  by  word, 
with  the  last  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  MANN.  Well,  I  am  not  as  smart  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  if  he  can  understand  it  from  hearing  it  read. 

Mr.  THAYER.  I  hope  the  opportunity  will  be  granted  for 
gentlemen  of  this  House  to  discuss  and  analyze  this  amendment. 
I  think  it  comes  nearer  to  the  bull's-eye  than  anything  that  has 
been  presented.  I  had  occasion  to  vote  with  the  majority  of  this 
House  for  a  constitutional  amendment  in  the  last  Congress  which 
it  was  never  intended  shoiild  be  passed  by  the  coordinate  branch 
at  the  other  end  of  this  building  and  which  I  had  very  grave 
doubts  about  our  right  to  pass;  but  I  want  to  do  something  while 
I  am  a  member  of  this  House  or  help  others  in  doing  something 
that  will  make  public  the  acts  of  the  tmsts,  a  proposition  which 
all  parties  agree  is  needed,  and  something  that  will  in  some 
measure  satisfy  the  public.  This  amendment  provides  for  the 
very  thing  we  have  been  discussing  here  for  the  last  four  years. 
The  opportunity  is  now  here.  Now  is  the  accepted  'time;  now  is 
the  day  of  salvation  for  those  who  do  not  believe  in  perriiitting 
these  trusts  to  go  on  in  the  way  they  have  been  going. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say  just  a  few  words 
more.  In  discussing  this  amendment  after  it  was  offered  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  [Mr.  Mann]  said  it  was  crude.  That  is  the 
word  I  believe  he  used.  Subsequently,  in  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Thayee],  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  said  he  never  read  the  amendment,  that  he  had  not  heard 
it  read,  that  he  knew  nothing  whatever  about  it.  It  seems  to  me, 
sir,  it  comes  with  very  bad  grace  for  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
to  characterize  an  amendment  as  ci-ude  that  he  has  never  read 
and  never  heard  read.  But  it  is  characteristic  of  the  gentleman, 
and  shows  how  much  reliance  should  be  given  his  speech. 

And  yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  amendment  has  been  pending  be- 
fore his  committee  ever  since  the  2d  day  of  last  May.  And 
further,  sir,  he  was  present  in  the  Committee  on  Intei-state  and 
Foreign  Commerce  when  a  delegation  of  the  distinguished  and 
representative  gentlemen  with  myself  went  before  his  committee 
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and  urged  a  favorable  report  on  my  bill,  or  at  least  the  incorporation 
of  this  amendment,  being  section  5  in  my  bill,  in  a  bill  creating  a 
department  of  commerce.  He  heard  every  word  of  that  discns- 
aon.  He  asked  questions  of  the  gentlemen  on  that  occasion. 
That  discussion  is  printed.  Any  member  can  get  a  copy  of  it.  It 
is  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  For- 
eign Commerce  on  this  bill. 

It  is  too  late  for  him  now  to  say  that  he  never  read,  or  heard 
read,  thq  amendment.  In  my  opinion,  he  knows  all  about  it,  or 
he  would  not  now  oppose  it  so  tenaciously.  But  if  he  says  it  is 
crude,  let  me  say  to'  him  that  it  has  been  submitted  to  some 
of  the  greatest  lawyers  in  all  this  land — lawyers  not  emjdoyed  by 
the  trusts^iand  tp  men  who  have  studied  this  trust  question,  not 
in  the  inter^  of  the  trusts,  but  in  the  interests  of  aU  the  people, 
and  they  .Jjave  all  approved  it.  They  say  it  will  absolutely  es- 
tablish publicity,  and  do  it  in  the  only  logical  and  legal  way. 

Again,  sir,  this  amendment  has  been  favorably  passed  on  by 
the  labor  organizations,  by  the  American  Anti-Trult  League,  by 
leading  thinkers  and  political  economists,  and  by  the  honest  folk 
of  the  land  who  are  earnestly  and  honestly  and  fearlessly  opposed 
to  trusts  and  monopolies.  The  independent  press  of  the  country 
ask  for  publicity.  In  editorial  after  editorial  they  favor  this 
amendment.  The  President  asks  for  publicity.  The  Democrats 
ask  for  publicity  and  wiU  vote  to  a,  man  for  this  amendment. 
The  people  of  the  land,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  demand 
publicity.  The  Republicans — that  is,  a  few  Republicans — say 
they  want  publicity;  they  say  it,  but  they  are  afraid  to  vote  for 
publicity.     [Applause.] 

The  Republicans  say  they  are  going  to  give  the  people  publicity 
as  to  the  trusts  some  time,  some  way,  somehow;  but  the  davsare 
going  on.  This  Congress  will  adjourn  on  the  4th  of  next  March. 
The  time,  gentlemen,  is  short,  and  I  undertake  to  say  that  if 
this  amendment  is  not  adopted  now,  if  it  is  not  put  in  this  bill 
and  kept  there,  that  there  will  be  no  antitrust  legislation,  no  law 
for  publicity  passed  during  this  session  of  Congress.  The  Presi- 
dent, the  Attorney-General,  and  all  of  the  distinguished  Repub- 
licans, including  my  friend  from  Maine  [Mr.  Littlefield]  .  will 
keep  on  talking  against  the  trusts,  but  they  will  do  nothing 
against  the^n. 

The  people  will  not  and  can  not  be  deceived  much  longer  in 
this  matter.  The  record  here  to-day  on  this  amendment  will  tell 
the  tale.  It  will  show  whether  the  Republicans  or  the  Democrats 
are  sincere.  It  will  tell  the  world  who  is  for  and  who  is  against 
publicity — who  are  the  friends  of  the  trusts  and  who  are  the 
enemies  of  monopoly.  An  ounce  of  performance  is  worth  a  ton 
of  promise.  If  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  sincerely  in  favor 
of  what  the  people  want,  if  they  favor  publicity,  you  will  give 
the  people  this  ounce  of  performance  to-day,  and  in  my  judgment 
it  will  truly  establish  publicity  and  go  far  to  do  away  with  trust 
evils. 

With  publicity — like  a  searchlight ,  exposing  to  pxiblic  view  every 
violation  of  law — the  trusts  and  monopolies  would  hesitate  a  long 
time  ere  they  'N'iolated  the  law;  and  if  the  Attorney-General 
promptly  enforced  the  law  against  them,  violations  of  law  would 
soon  cease  entirely.  But  the  Attorney-General  says  substantially 
in  his  Pittsburg  speech  that  he  can  not  enforce  the  law  against 
the  trusts  because  he  can  not  get  the  evidence  of  violations  of 
law.  Make  this  amendment  a  law  as  a  part  of  this  bill  and  the 
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Attomey-Gteneral  will  have  no  diflSctilty  in  getting  the  facts — 
the  evidence — to  successfully  prosecute  every  trust  that  is  vio- 
lating the  law. 

The  law  now  on  the  statute  books  against  trusts  is  clear  and 
plain,  and  the  highest  court  in  the  land  has  passed  on  its  validity 
and  sustained  the  constitutionality  of  its  provisions.  The  anti- 
trust act  of  1890  declares  that  every  contract  or  combination  in 
the  nature  of  a  trust  in  restraint  of  trade  and  commerce  among 
the  several  States  and  Territories  or  with  foreign  naUons  is  a 
conspiracy,  illegal  and  void,  and  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Under  this  antitrust  act  it  seems  to  me  every  trust  in  the  United 
States  can  be  prosecuted  for  violation  of  law,  the  charter  annulled, 
and  the  men  behind  it  punished  for  conspiracy.  Every  trust  by 
its  very  nature  is  in  restraint  of  trade  and  commerce  and  in  vio- 
lation of  this  law. 

If  you  will  read  the  antitrust  act  of  1890  and  the  decisions  of 
the  TJnited  States  Supreme  Court  in  the  trans-Missouri  freight 
case  and  the  Addyston  Pipe  Line  case,  the  conclusion  will  be  irre- 
sistible to  the  logical  mind  that  the  fault  is  not  so  much  vritb.  the 
law  as  it  is  vrith  the  men  who  are  sworn  to  enforce  the  law. 

In  my  opinion — and  I  say  so  advisedly — the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice under  the  present  law  can  institute  and  successfully  maintain 
actions  against  every  trust  doing  business  in  the  United  States. 
The  law  is  clear  and  plain,  and  the  facts  axe  within  the  knowledge 
of  all. 

Now,  adopt  this  amendment  offered  by  me  for  publicity  re- 
garding the  trusts  and  monopolies,  make  it  a  part  of  this  bill,  so 
that  it  will  soon  be  a  law,  and  the  Attorney-General  will  get  all 
the  facts  he  wants,  and  official  facts  that  will  be  evidence  suffi- 
cient to  prosecute  and  sufficient  to  win  every  case  against  every 
trust  violating  the  law.     [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  . 

The  question  was  taken;  and  the  Chairman  announced  that  the 
noes  seemed  to  have  it. 

Mr.  SULZBR.    Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  for  a  division. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there  were — ayes  63,  noes  88. 

Mr.  SULZER.     I  ask  for  tellers,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  appoint  as  tellers  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Mann]. 

The  committee  again  divided,  and  the  tellers  reported— ayes  75, 
noes  90. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SULZER.     Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  now  to  say  one  thing. 
All  the  Republicans  voted  against  this  amendment  for  publicity 
and  all  the  Democrats  voted  for  it.    That  tells  the  story  and  the 
whole  story.     [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 
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THE  ALASKAN  BOUNDARY  QUESTION. 


WE  MUST  NOT  SURRENDER  AN  INCH  OF  OUR  TERRITORY. 


SPEECH 


OF 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


January    20,    1903. 


WASHINOXON. 
1903. 


SPEECH 

or 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER, 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  and 
having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  E.  16842)  making  appropriations  for 
the  D&trict  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  dO,  1904— 

'    Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  move  to  strike  ont  the  last  word.  I  want  tne 
floor  for  a  few  moments.  I  was  very  much  interested,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  listening  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Cochran]  and  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hepburn]  a 
little  while  ago  regarding  the  Alaskan  boundary.  The  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  substantially  charged  that  the  Administra- 
tion was  surrendering,  or  intended  to  surrender,  American 
territory  in  Alaska  to  the  Canadian  government.  He  submitted 
facts  to  prove  this  that  seem  to  me  to  be  conclusive;  but  it  needed 
no  proof  from  him  and  no  eloquent  words  to  demonstrate  that 
to  me. 

I  have  been  to  Alaska  several  times.  I  have  been  over  this 
boundary  line.  I  have  talked  to  people  there  who  know,  and  I 
say  without  fear  of  successful  contradiction  that  since  gold  was 
discovered  in  the  Klondyke  the  Northwest  Mounted  Police,  act- 
ing, we  must  assume,  for  the  Canadian  government,  have  moved 
the  boundary  monuments  that  the  Russians  set  up  years  ago, 
marking  the  boundary  line  of  the  territory  that  Russia  ceded  to 
the  United  States  under  the  treaty,  miles  and  miles  nearer  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  more  and  more  on  Amferican  territory.  If  any- 
one here  doubts  it,  let  me  say  that  there  are  several  people  in 
Washington  at  this  time  from  Alaska  who  can  give  unimpeach- 
able testimony  to  the  fact. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  original  boundary  line  between  Canada 
and  southeastern  Alaska  has  been  changed  by  the  Canadians 
during  the  past  few  years.  What  does  the  gentleman  from  Iowa 
say  in  regard  to  the  allegations  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri? He  says,  as  I  understand  it,  that  some  time  ago,  some 
way,  somehow,  away  back  in  1844,  an  Administration  gave  up 
54°  40'.  That  was  wrong:  but  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a  right. 
That  surrender  is  no  reason  why  we  should  surrender  now.  No 
man  in  this  country  has  ever  deprecated  the  surrender  of  "  fifty- 
four  forty  or  fight "  more  than  myself.  We  should  have  stood  by 
the  verdict  of  the  people  then.  I  have  traveled  some  in  the  great 
Northwest.    I  know  to  some  degree  what  we  lost  there. 

It  is  one  of  the  grandest  countries  in  all  the  world — rich  be- 
yond the  dreams  of  avarice — a  counti-y  that  can  support  a  popu- 
lation of  50,000,000  people;  a  country  rich  in  agricultural  resources, 
rich  in  timber  and  rich  in  untold  mineral  wealth.  I  am.  sorry  short- 
sighted statesmanship  lost  it  to  us  years  ago.  It  was  a  crime  against 
us  and  against  generations  yet  unborn.  But  those  in  authority  did 
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not  know  then  what  we  know  now.  One  of  the  greatest  Secre- 
taries of  State  we  ever  had — a  myriad-minded  man,  a  patriot — 
Daniel  Webster,  made  the  surrender  of  all  the  tenitory  from  the 
forty-ninth  parallel  to  the  fifty-fourth  parallel  of  latitude  west- 
ward from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  because  he  did  not  know.  He 
knew  all  about  Massachusetts,  but  very  little  about  the  great 
Northwest,  and  when  I  say  that  I  mean  the  great  Northwest  of 
Canada;  but  because  he  then  surrendered  this  territory  to  Great 
Britain,  because  he  thought  it  more  or  less  valueless,  that  is  no 
reason  why  the  present  Secretary  of  State  should  surrender  an 
inch  of  Alaskan  territory  to  Great  Britain  now.  We  must  main- 
tain our  rights  in  Alaska.  We  must  not  give  up  or  let  go  a  rod 
of  American  soil  there. 

Let  me  say  that  one  of  the  schemes  involved  in  this  alleged 
boundary  dispute  is  simply  this:  The  Canadian  government — and 
by  that  I  mean,  of  course.  Great  Britain — has  no  port  of  entry  on 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  Klondike  and  to  the  great  Yukon  terri- 
tory. The  Canadians  want  a  port  of  entry  on  the  Lynn  Canal, 
near  Skagway  or  near  Dyea,  so  they  can  take  their  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  through  vrithout  duty.  That  is  what  they  want. 
And  to  accomplish  it  they  have  moved  the  boundary  line  at  Tele- 
graph Creek  on  the  Stickine  River  several  miles  westward  on 
American  territory,  and  they  have  moved  the  boundary  line  at 
Skagway  and  at  Dyea  several  miles  westward  on  American  terri- 
tory. There  is  no  doubt  about  this.  Witnesses  living  can  testify 
to  it.  The  Canadian  maps  will  show  it.  Everybody  in  Alaska 
knows  it.     The  boundary  line  must  be  put  back  where  it  belongs. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  expired. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  that  my  time  be  extended. 
I  desire  to  make  this  matter  plain  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  asks  unan- 
imous consent  that  his  time  be  extended.     Is  there  objection? 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  thank  the  House.  Now,  sir.  if  it  had  not 
been  for  patriotic  American  citizens  at  Skagway  a  few  years  ago 
the  Northwest  Mounted  Police,  acting  under  instructions,  no 
doubt,  from  the  Canadian  government,  would  have  taken  Skag- 
way and  raised  the  British  flag  over  our  custom-house  there. 
They  moved  their  line  within  a  few  miles  of  Skagway.  destroyed 
the  Russian  monuments,  and  raised  the  British  flag.  Then  it  was 
that  our  loyal  American  citizens  in  Skagway,  at  Dyea,  and  in 
Sitka  began  to  arm,  and  notified  the  Northwest  Mounted  Police 
that  if  they  moved  one  foot  farther  on  American  soil  there  would 
be  war  in  the  great  Northwest,  and  such  a  war  as  brave  Ameri- 
can citizens  would  fight  who  know  their  rights  and  dare  maintain 
them. 

The  Northwest  Mounted  Police  stopped,  and  fortunately  for 
them  they  did,  and  the  customs  flag  of  the  Canadian  government 
has  remained  there,  but  it  must  go  back  to  the  original  line.  The 
feeling  at  that  time  in  Alaska  was  so  intense  regarding  this  mat- 
ter that  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  ambassador  of  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain  entered  into  an  agreement  -nath  the  Brit- 
ish foreign  office,  or,  more  particularly  speaking,  into  what  is 
knovsTi  as  the  ''  modus  vivendi. ' '  The  Secretary  of  State  agreed  to 
that,  and  from  that  day  to  this,  under  the  modus  vivendi,  every- 
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thing  is  supposed  to  be  in  statu  quo — supposed  to  be  suspended — 
suspended  lUce  Mahomet's  cofiBn,  somewhere  between  heaven  and 
earth.  Where  it  is  and  what  it  is  nobody  who  is  somebody  seems 
to  know,  but  it  appears  to  be  enough  to  put  us  all  to  sleep.  We 
must  not  sleep,  however.  If  the  Americans  are  not  alert,  if  they 
are  not  vigilant,  if  we  do  not  maintain  our  rights,  I  say  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time  when  the  Canadian  government  will  creep  on 
a  Uttle  more  and  more  until  it  will  get  a  port  of  entry  on  the 
L3mn  Canal. 

The  Canadian  government  is  willing,  and  nobody  knows  it 
better  than  the  gentlemen  on  the  Joint  High  Commission  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada,  to  concede  to  the  United 
States  practically  everything  in  dispute  regarding  our  fisheries, 
commercial  matters,  and  all  other  things  in  dispute,  provided  the 
Governiaent  of  the  United  States  will  give  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment a  port  of  entry  in  Alaska.  They  are  willing  to  take  Dyea, 
an  abandoned  town  on  the  Lynn  Canal,  where  all  the  houses 
stand  empty  to-day,  mute  witnesses  of  its  desertion,  as  a  port  of 
entry — anything  in  fact  so  long  as  they  can  get  a  port  on  the 
Pacific  in  Alaska.  When  the  Yiikon  and  White  Pass  Railroad 
was  built,  Skagway  became  the  western  terminal  and  the  port  of 
entry  to  the  Yukon,  and  Dyea,  just  across  the  canal,  was  aban- 
doned and  deserted. 

The  Canadian  scheme  of  pushing  through  United  States  ter- 
ritory to  an  outlet  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  may  lead  some  day  to 
serious  results.  "  Fifty-four  forty  or  fight "  is  not  yet  dead.  It 
may  be  the  shibboleth  of  another  great  political  campaign,  and  no 
back  down. 

The  Alaskan  boundary  question  is  brought  up  again  and  again 
by  reports  that  Canadian  officers  have  removed  established  monu- 
ments. There  should  be  no  Alaskan  boundary  question  at  all. 
The  boundary  line  was  settled  absolutely  in  the  treaties  between 
Great  Britain  and  Russia,  and  Russia  and  the  United  States; 
and  it  was  not  disputed  for  nearly  seventy-five  years.  We 
bought  certain  territory  which  it  was  conceded  that  Russia 
owned  and  we  paid  for  it;  and  no  United  States  official  should 
ever  have  dared  to  treat  the  matter  as  open  to  doubt  or  discussion. 

The  claim  set  up  by  Canada,  through  Great  Britain,  is  a  bare- 
faced fraud;  the  controversy  on  the  matter  was  a  piece  of  un- 
speakable folly  on  our  part;  and  the  adoption  of  the  modus  Vi- 
vendi was  the  first  step  In  some  mysterious  scheme  which  may 
mean  the  loss  of  a  strip  of  our  Pacific  coast  line.  Great  Britain 
never  had  any  title  to  the  Pacific  coast,  but  she  succeeded  in 
bullying  us  out  of  that  part  of  it  known  as  British  Columbia.  I 
say  again  we  shoiild  have  stood  by  the  declaration,  "Fifty-four 
forty  or  fight; "  but  we  lacked  the  foresight.  Seward  did  some- 
thing, all  that  was  possible,  to  retrieve  that  weakness  when  he 
bought  the  whole  Pacific  coast  northward,  and  day  by  day  our 
diplomatists  have  been  preparing  the  way  for  another  sun-endSr 
of  our  plain  rights.  President  Roosevelt,  we  are  told,  means  to 
look  into  this  matter  himself  and  act. 

Let  us  hope  so.  Unless  all  estimates  of  his  character  are  astray 
his  course  will  be  to  say  politely  that  there  Is  no  Alaska  boundary 
question;  that  It  was  settled  by  treaties  long  ago;  and  that  there 
is  nothing  to  do  but  lay  down  the  line  described  in  the  treaties. 

Thomas  W.  Balch,  In  the  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute  for 
March,  has  made  an  exhaustive  historical  study  of  the  Alaskan 
boundary,  and  has  shown  that  the  recent  Canadian  claim  Is  en- 
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tirely  manufactured  and  without  the  support  of  any  treaty  or  any 
map,  except  those  made  recently  in  Canada  as  a  basis  for  a  claim 
to  an  outlet  to  the  sea  through  United  States  territory,  and  for  a 
demand  for  arbitration.     On  this  demand  Mr.  Balch  says: 

"There  is  no  more  reason  for  the  United  States  to  allow  its 
right  to  the  possession  of  this  unbroken  Alaskan  territory  to  be 
referred  to  the  decision  of  foreign  judges  than  would  be  the  case 
if  the  British  Empire  advanced  a  claim  to  sovereignty  over  the 
coast  of  Georgia,  or  the  port  of  Baltimore,  and  proposed  that  this 
demand  should  be  refei-red  to  the  judgment  of  subjects  of  third 
powers. 

"  Whether  the  Alaskan  frontier  should  pass  over  a  certain 
mountain  top  or  through  a  given  gorge  is  a  proper  subject  for 
settlement  by  a  mutual  survey.  But  by  no  possibility  has  Canada 
any  right  to  territory  touching  tide  water  above  54  degrees  and 
40  minutes.  The  United  States  should  never  consent  to  refer  such 
a  proposition  to  arbitration." 

And  I  say  we  never  shall  while  we  have  an  American  in  the 
White  House. 

Now,  Mr.  Chaii-man,  those  familiar  with  this  subject  are  aware 
that  the  Canadians  are  willing  to  take  Dyea  as  a  port  of  entry  on 
the  Alaskan  Pacific  and,  in  substance,  give  us  everything  in  dis- 
pute between  the  two  countries.  But  the  American  people  will 
never  consent  to  it.  The  sooner  Canada  understands  this  the  bet- 
ter. The  only  question  in  dispute  to-day,  I  believe,  that  the 
Canadian  Commissioners  and  the  United  States  Commissioners 
can  not  agree  on  is  this  Alaskan  boundary  question.  And  on  that 
we  stand  on  our  rights.  We  will  not  arbitrate,  and  will  never 
bade  down. 

The  Lynn  Canal  is  a  great  body  of  water — a  magnificent  arm 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean — almost  as  large,  and  for  strategical  and 
commercial  purposes,  as  important  as  Long  Island  Sound.  If  the 
Canadians  could  once  get  a  port  of  entry  there,  they  could  take 
in  all  their  goods  and  merchandise  into  the  vast  Yukon  territory 
without  let  or  hindrance.  They  could  fortify  it  and  bid  us  defi- 
ance at  some  critical  time  when  we  least  expected  it.  They 
would  then  have  a  port  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  the  great  North- 
west, a  port  that  would  bring  them  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
miles  nearer  the  Orient  than  they  are  to-day.  That  is  what  tbey 
want,  that  is  what  they  are  after,  and  that  is  about  the  whole 
question  involved  in  this  boundary  dispute. 

Mr.  HEPBURN.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  a 
question? 

Mr.  SULZER.  Certainly.  I  always  yield  to  my  distinguished 
friend. 

Mr.  HEPBURN.  Is  it  not  entirely  practicable  now  for  a  Cana- 
dian importer  to  take  his  merchandise  through  any  port  of  the 
United  States,  in  bond,  to  any  port  in  Canada? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Yes;  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  HEPBURN.     Then  they  can  avoid  paying  duty  now. 

Mr.  SULZER.  They  can  and  they  do,  and  that  is  another  thing 
that  ought  not  to  be  permitted  in  Alaska.  That  is  another  thing 
that  the  Alaskans  are  kicking  about,  and  if  you  will  talk  to  some 
of  the  Alaskans  who  are  here  in  Washington 

Mr.  HEPBURN.  Do  they  not  do  it  in  Portland,  do  they  not 
do  it  in  New  York,  your  own  city,  and  arc  the  New  Yorkers 
kicking  as  yon  say  the  Alaskans  are? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Let  me  tell  you  that  every  American  citizen  in 
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the  Klondike  who  comes  out  with  gold  dust  he  has  worked  hard 
to  get  must  pay  to  the  Canadians  a  duty  on  it  and  he  has  got  to 
pay  a  tax  besides.  If  you  went  up  there  you  would  soon  find  out 
these  things.  The  Alaskans  believe  in  fair  play.  They  believe 
that  what  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander.  They 
believe  that  if  the  Canadians  get  aU  these  rights  from  the  United 
States,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  the  Yukon  territory 
ought  to  get  some  rights  from  the  Canadians.  I  have  looked 
into  this  matter  carefully  and  knowing  the  facts  as  I  do,  I  say 
here  and  now  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  sun-ender  of  1  inch  of 
American  territory  in  Alaska.  I  want  to  see  the  Secretary  of 
State  dissolve  the  modus  vivendi  and  the  Administration  speedily 
compel  Great  Britain  to  recognize  the  title  and  the  boundary  in 
Alaska  as  it  came  to  us  from  Bussia.  [Applause.] 
The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 
»  »  #  »  »  *  * 

Mr.  HEPBUEN.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  word.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  concluding  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  .  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  there  is  at  least  one  Democrat,  a  very  eminent  Democrat, 
one  who  speaks,  I  think,  by  authority,  who  certainly  ought  to  be 
permitted  to  speak  by  authority,  saying  that  he  is  opposed  to  pull- 
ing down  the  American  flag  from  an  inch  of  our  territory.  I  am 
glad  to  know  that  the  Democratic  party  is  changing  its  attitude 
with  regard  to  the  Philippine  Islands.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  he 
approves  now  of  the  course  of  the  Administration.  I  am  glad 
that  he  gives  his  adhesion,  late  as  it  is,  to  the  policy  of  holding 
on,  of  civilizing,  of  doing  something  for  those  people  in  the  gi'eat 
uplift  of  mankind.  I  am  glad  he  is  on  that  tenable  ground. 
But  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  disparaging  remarks  that  he  made 
about  Daniel  Webster. 

I  knew  that  he  would  not  make  similar  disparaging  remarks 
about  Henry  Clay,  because  everybody  recognizes  the  grreat  re- 
semblance between  the  gentleman  from  New  York  and  the  dis- 
tinguished savant  from  Kentucky.  [Laughter  and  applause.] 
But  I  confess  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  he  means  when  he 
speaks  of  Daniel  Webster  in  the  belittling  way  that  he  does,  when 
he  says  that  Daniel  Webster  did  not  know  much  out  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  meant  to  say  that 
Daniel  Webster  knew  nothing  or  but  little  except  those  things 
that  were  intimately  connected  vsdth  Massachusetts,  or  whether 
he  meant  to  say  that  when  Daniel  Webster  passed  the  boundary 
line  of  Massachusetts  his  great  intellect  at  once  shrunk,  and  that 
vast  reservoir  of  information  that  he  had  been  filling  for  so  many 
years  became  of  inconsiderable  value. 

I  wish  the  gentleman  would  be  a  little  more  explicit  when  he 
has  five  minutes  in  his  own  time  to  discuss  this — to  discuss  this 
subject,  and  tell  us  just  how  he  does  regard  Daniel  Webster,  and 
just  how  his  opinion  as  to  Daniel  Webster  is  to  be  affected; 
whether  it  is  territorially  or  personally;  whether  it  inheres  in 
Daniel  himself  or  in  Daniel's  travels.  The  American  people 
would  be  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  re-form  this  opinion  that  he 
has  expressed,  so  that  they  would  know  exactly  what  he  did 
mean.     [Applause  and  laughter.] 

Mr.  SULZEK.    I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  two  words. 
«  *  »  *  ♦  *  » 

Mr.  SULZER.     Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire,  briefly,  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hepburn].    In  the  first  place,  I  want 
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to  say  that  I  made  no  reflection  on  the  great  ability  and  intel- 
lectuality of  Daniel  Webster.  No  man  in  this  country  respects 
his  great  name  more  than  I  do.  But  what  I  did  say,  and  what  I 
meant  to  say,  and  what  I  want  everybody  to  distinctly  under- 
stand I  did  say,  was  this:  That  Daniel  Websterknew  nothing  about 
the  vast  domain  in  the  great  Northwest.  Neither  did  others  of 
his  day,  and  even  later — much  later.  Read  Benjamin  F.  Butler's 
speech  against  the  purchase  of  Alaska  when  the  bill  was  passing 
this  House  for  its  purchase  for  $7,200,000.  Benjamin  P.  Butler 
voted  against  the  bill,  denounced  it,  and  said,  "We  were  buying 
an  iceberg,"  whereas  the  climate  of  southeastern  Alaska  is  milder 
and  more  genial  than  the  climate  of  Washington. 

At  Sitka,  supposed  by  some  to  be  a  frozen  iceberg,  the  records 
kept  by  the  Russians  and  Americans  down  to  the  present  day 
show  that  the  thermometer  never  reaches  zero;  and  farther  south 
in  the  great  archipelago  the  climate  in  winter  is  much  warmer, 
and  delightfully  cool  and  invigorating  in  summer.  Alaska  is  a 
great  land,  a  vast  empire,  and  no  one  can  tell  to-day  how  rich  it 
is  in  mineral,  timber,  and  agricultural  wealth.  We  are  only  on 
the  threshold  of  knowledge  concerning  it,  and  I  reiterate  that  we 
ought  to  be  very  careful  about  surrendering  any  part  of  it.  Now 
is  the  time  to  be  careful.  It  is  better  to  be  sure  than  be  sorry. 
The  experience  of  the  past  should  be  the  light  to  guide  us  now 
and  in  the  future.  I  want  to  see  the  American  people  hold  fast 
to  every  inch  of  Alaskan  domain,  just  as  it  came  to  us  from 
Russia. 

Now,  one  other  thing,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  gentleman  from 
Iowa  has  said  that  he  is  glad  to  know  I  am  opposed  to  pulling 
down  the  flag.  It  is  kind  of  him  to  say  that.  I  am  opposed  to 
hauling  down  the  flag  when  the  flag  is  right.  I  have  never  ad- 
vocated hauling  down  the  flag  on  American  territory,  and  I  never 
will.  [Applause.]  I  favored  taking  down  the  flag  in  Cuba,  be- 
cause we  were  pledged  to  do  it,  because  we  said  to  all  the  world 
that  just  so  soon  as  we  established  peace  and  a  stable  government 
in  Cuba  we  would  get  out  and  leave  Cuba  to  the  Cubans.  I  was 
in  favor  of  keeping  our  word.  I  was  in  favor  of  taking  down  the 
flag  in  the  Philippines  and  bringing  it  home  with  honor,  because 
I  sincerely  and  patriotically  believed  to  keep  it  there  with  shot 
and  shell  and  force  would  dishonor  it  and  all  that  it  stands  for. 

I  was  in  favor  then,  and  am  now,  of  treating  the  Filipinos  just 
the  same  as  we  treated  the  Cubans,  and  some  day  history  will  saj' 
I  was  right.  I  still  believe  in  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  I  still  love  the  memories  of  our  better  days,  and 
I  believe  the  Filipinos  are  just  as  capable  of  self-government  as 
the  Cubans.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  I  ■will  not  discuss  it 
further  now.  I  have  not  the  time.  I  am  talking  about  Alaska, 
and  I  will  not  be  diverted  by  the  gentleman  from  Iowa. 

There  is  no  question,  I  maintain,  about  our  title  to  Alaska  or 
about  the  loyalty  and  the  patriotism  of  the  Americans  there. 
There  is  no  question  either,  in  my  judgment,  about  the  bound- 
ary, the  original  boundary  which  was  agreed  to  by  England  and 
Russia  almost  a  century  ago,  and  which  never  was  disputed  in 
any  way  by  anybody  or  any  country  until  gold  was  discovered  in 
the  Klondyke. 

I  tell  you,  and  you  know  it,  and  the  history  of  the  world  proves 
it,  that  wherever  gold  is  found  England  is  always  on  hand  trying 
to  secure  all  or  some  of  the  territory.  In  Alaska  the  land  in  dis- 
pute in  the  boundary  question  is  rich  in  gold  and  other  pi:ecious 
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metals,  and  England  is  trying  to  get  all  of  it  she  can.  If  we  are 
foolish  enough  to  let  her  do  it,  we  should  not  unjustly  blame  Eng- 
land; we  should  blame  ourselves.  I  want  to  call  a  halt  now  and 
insist  once  and  for  all  on  our  rights  in  Alaska.  Is  that  too  much? 
Should  I  be  blamed  for  that?  Let  my  friend  answer.  While  we 
.  supinely  sleep  under  the  narcotic  influence  of  Mr.  Choate's  modus 
Vivendi,  Canada  is  awake  and  creeps  on  apace,  and  in  time  it  will 
be  too  late.  This  is  a  live,  a  momentous  question, and  we  should 
be  up  and  doing,  not  wait,  not  delay. 

The  Secretary  of  State  must  stand  by  our  rights  in  Alaska. 
The  modus  vivendi  must  end,  and  the  land  we  got  from  Russia, 
and  the  boundary  marks  she  put  there  must  forever  be  our  land, 
and  the  Russian  monuments  on  the  mountain  ranges  J^O  marine 
leagues  from  the  mainland  must  be  as  it  nsed  to  be-^the  true 
boundary  line.  Alaska  belongs  to  us;  we  bought  it;  our  people 
are  there;  they  want  to  stay  there;  our  flag  is  there;  it  must  stay 
there,  and  we  must  stand  by  the  patriots,  those  noble,  brave,  and 
gallant  men  who  went  there  from  our  States.  That  is  what  we 
should  do;  that  is  the  way  I  feel  on  this  subject. 

If  we  do  not  do  it — if  we  sacrifice  an  inch  of  onr  domain  in 
Alaska,  the  Alaskans  will  denounce  us  now,  and  future  genera- 
tions will  execrate  our  memory  as  we  to-day  criticise,  to  use  no 
stronger  term,  the  men  who  surrendered  the  great  Northwest 
after  the  people  had  detei-mined  by  an  election  that  it  must  be 
ours,  that  it  mu.st  te  54°  40'  or  fight.     [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expii-ed. 
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The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  0865)  providing  for  the  election  of 
a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Alaska  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  defining  citizenship,  and  the  qualifications  of  electors  in 
eeid  Territory- 
Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  substantially  concur  with  all  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Washington  [Mr.  Cushman]  has  so  well,  and  so  ably, 
and  so  eloquently  said  regarding  Alaska,  and  the  needs  of  that 
vast  domain  for  immediate  legislation,  looking  toward  home  rule 
and  self-government. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  for  a  Delegate,  however,  in 
my  opinion,  does  not  go  far  enough.  It  will  not  meet  the  just 
demands  of  the  people  of  Alaska,  and  I  fear  very  much  that  it 
will  not  give  satisfaction  to,  or  meet  the  expectations  of,  the  in- 
habitants of  that  vast  territory.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  fail 
to  realize  that  this  bill  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  that  it  will 
accomplish  something,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it  for  that  reason,  in- 
diilging  the  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Con- 
gress must  give  Alaska  what  Alaska  wants — Territorial  govern- 
ment. That  is,  sir,  what  the  people  np  there  want,  and  that  is 
what  they  ought  to  have.  It  is  right,  and  it  is  American. 
Alaska  is  just  as  much  entitled  to  Territorial  government  to-day 
as  A.rizona  or  New  Mexico.  If  we  follow  the  precedents  of  the 
past  we  can  not  withhold  this  boon  from  the  people  of  Alaska. 
They  are  fairly  entitled  to  it. 

In  the  light  of  all  precedents  and  the  experience  of  the  past 
their  population  warrants  it.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  know 
not,  I  insert  a  table  which  shows  the  population  of  12  different 
States  and  Territories  about  the  time  they  were  given  representa- 
tion. Many  of  them  had  a  representative  for  some  time  before 
the  enumeration  had  been  made  which  brought  forth  these  figures. 
Probably  at  the  time  of  their  receiving  Delegate  privileges  this 
population  did  not  average  3,000  whites  in  each  Territory,  and 
they  had  very  little  but  agricultural  matters  to  look  after,  with 
no  comparison  in  commercial  affairs  to  Alaska  to-day. 


Population  by  census 

Date  of 

nearest   date  of   organ- 
ization. 

organization. 

Census. 

White. 

Total. 

Feb.  24,1853 

1870 

9.581 

9,-658 

Mar.   2,1801 

1860 

8,576 

4,887 

Mar.   3,1803 

1S70 

10,018 

14,999 

Feb.    3,1S(B 

1810" 

11,501 

12,282 

May    7,1800 

1800 

2,-102 

2,517 

Jan.  11,1805 

1810 

4,618 

4,762 

Mar.   2,1849 

isau 

6,938 

0,977 

Arizona 

Dakota— North  and  South 

Idaho - 

Illinois  -  -' 

Indiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 
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Date  of 
organization 


Population  by  census 

nearest   date'  of  organ- 

i2ation. 


Census.   White.  Total. 


Mississippi- -- 

Montana 

Nevada 

Utah 

■Washington . 
Wyoming 

Alaska 


Apr.  7,1798 
May  26,1864 
Mar.  2,1868 
Sept.  9,1850 
Mar.  2,1853 
July  28,1868 


1800 

i,U6 

1870 

18,306 

1860 

6,812 

1850 

11,330 

1860 

11,138 

1870 

8,726 

1890 

4,298 

1896 

10,000 

7,600 
20,595 

6,857 
11,380 
11,594 

9,118 
83,053 
37,000 


In  1890  the  census  of  Alaska  showed  a  population  of  33,052^ 
The  census  report  for  1900  gives  the  population  of  Alaska  as 
63,592.  When  we  consider  the  vast  diflBculty  attendant  upon  the 
full  and  correct  enumeration  of  population  in  thickly  settled  and 
more  accessible  districts,  and  how  frequently  the  statement  is 
made  even  in  large  cities  that  the  census  enumerators  failed  to 
properly  enumerate  and  return  a  considerable  per  cent  of  the  pop- 
ulation, then  how  much  more  likely  is  it  that  in  a  district  like 
Alaska,  a  vast  expanse  of  territory  with  widely  scattered  towns, 
settlements,  and  mining  camps,  isolated  and  separated,  without 
railroad  and  telegraphic  communications — how  much  more  likely 
is  it,  I  say,  that  where  conditions  like  these  exist  that  the  census 
enumeration  has  not  been  full  and  complete. 

I  submit,  in  view  of  the  foregoing,  that  it  is  not  an  extravagant 
estimate  to  place  the  present  population  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska 
at  100,000  people,  and  this  jxjpulation  will  undoubtedly  increase 
in  a  greater  ratio  during  the  next  few  years  than  it  has  in  the 
past. 

The  number  of  white  people  were  less  than  5,000  in  1890,  with 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  remainder  Indians  and  mixed.  This 
great  increase  during  the  last  ten  years  has  not  been  caused  by 
the  births  of  natives.  The  Indian  is  rapidly  passing  away,  so 
that  the  majority  of  the  present  population  of  63,592  are  beyond 
question  wMtes  who  have  emigrated  from  the  States.  These  per- 
sons dominate  the  Territory,  and  in  a  short  time,  through  the  evo- 
lution of  nature,  the  native  Indian  vrill  have  become  a  tradition. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  way  of  comparison,  let  me  cite  you  a 
few  cases.  In  the  record  of  Territorial  organizations  we  find  that 
iSTebraska,  embracing  all  the  district  of  country  lying  between  the 
Missouri  River  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  extending  from 
the  40th  degree  of  latitude  to  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  was  made  a  Territory  in  1854,  with  a 
population  too  insignificant  to  be  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
preceding  census,  if,  indeed,  it  were  ascertainable.  Yet  we  find 
that  six  years  later  it  had  attained  a  population  of  only  28,841 — 
less  than  half  that  of  Alaska  in  1900.  The  Territory  of  Dakota, 
embracing  what  are  now  the  States  of  North  and  South  Dakota, 
was  organized  in  1861,  having  for  two  years  previous  maintained 
a  provisional  government  of  her  own,  although  she  was  credited 
by  the  census  of  1860  with  a  population  of  only  4,837,  which, 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  induced  by  the  great 
civil  war  during  that  decade,  increased  to  the  extent  of  only  9,544 
in  the  next  succeeding  ten  years. 
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The  capital  was  established  at  Yankton,  in  the  entreme  south- 
eastern end  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Sonth  Dakota,  distant 
from  the  most  remote  settlements  little,  if  any,  less  than  700 
miles.  There  were  no  railroads  or  wagon  roads,  and  the  means 
of  communication,  except  between  Missouri  River  points,  were 
not  only  more  primitive  than  is  now  the  case  in  Alaska,  but  at 
the  same  time  far  more  expensive  and  dangerous.  The  country 
was  a  vast  wilderness  of  treeless  prairie,  arid  plains,  and  "bad 
lands,"  which,  but  for  the  building  of  subsidized  railroads  in  ad- 
vance of  settlement,  would  never  have  become  the  home  of  any 
considerable  number  of  white  men.  It  was  not  then  known  to 
possess  any  of  the  great  natural  resources  of  which  Alaska  can 
now  truthfully  boast,  and  had  the  little  handful  of  hardy  pioneers 
who  set  up  a  government  of  their  own  in  advance  of  Territorial 
organization  been  subjected  to  the  operation  of  a  policy  similar 
to  that  which  long  ago  obtained  in  the  government  of  Alaska, 
and  is  still  in  vogue,  it  is  not  improbable  that  what  are  now  two 
great  and  prosperous  States  of  the  Union  would  have  remained 
to  this  day,  figuratively  speaking,  a  wilderness. 

And  so,  sir,  with  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  Territories  when  they 
were  first  organized.  The  facts  and  the  figures  conclusively 
prove  that  Alaska  is  more  entitled  how  to  Territorial  govern- 
ment than  any  of  the  Territories  organized  in  the  years  gone  by 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Why  should  we  deprive  the  citi- 
zens of  Alaska  of  Territorial  government?  Is  there  a  man  here 
that  can  give  any  answer,  except  the  logical  answer  that  Alaska 
should  become  a  Territory  with  all  the  rights  of  a  Territory? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  district  of  Alaska  is  a  vast  domain  lying  in 
the  extreme  northwestern  corner  of  the  North  American  conti- 
nent, on  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific.  It  comprises  an  area 
of  about  577,390  statute  square  miles,  with  a  seaooast  of  26,000 
miles,  or  nearly  two  and  one-half  times  the  seacoast  of  the  balance 
of  the  United  States.  The  district  was  acquired  by  purchase  by 
the  United  States  from  Russia  for  $7,200,000,  and  the  boundaries 
as  laid  down  in  the  treaty  of  cession  of  March  .30, 1867,  are:  "  Com- 
mencing from  the  southernmost  point  of  the  island  called  '  Prince 
of  Wales  Island,'  which  point  lies  in  the  parallel  of  54°  40'  north 
latitude,  and  between  the  one  htindred  and  thirty-first  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-third  degrees  of  west  longitude  (meridian  of 
Greenwich),  the  said  line  shall  ascend  to  the  north  along  the 
channel  called  Portland  Canal  as  far  as  the  point  of  the  continent 
where  it  strikes  the  fifty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude;  from  this 
last-mentioned  point  the  line  of  demarcation  shall  follow  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountains  situated  parallel  to  the  coast  as  far  as  the 
point  of  intersection  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-first  degree  of 
west  longitude  (of  the  same  meridian) ,  and  finally  from  the  said 
point  of  intersection  the  said  meridian  line  of  the  one  hundred 
and  forty-first  degree  in  its  prolongation  as  far  as  the  frozen  ocean. 
With  reference  to  the  line  of  demarcation  laid  down  in  the  pre- 
ceding article  it  is imderstood,  first,  that  the  island  called  'Prince 
of  Wales  Island '  shall  belong  wholly  to  Russia  (now,  by  cession, 
to  the  United  States);  second,  that  whenever  the  summit  of  the 
mountains  which  extend  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  coast  from 
the  fifty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  point  of  intersection 
of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-first  degree  of  west  longitude  shall 
prove  to  be  at  the  distance  of  more  than  10  marine  leagues  from 
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the  ocean,  the  limit  between  the  British  possessions  and  the  line 
of  coast  which  is  to  belong  to  Russia  as  above  mentioned  (that  is 
to  say,  the  limit  of  the  possessions  ceded  by  this  convention)  shall 
be  formed  by  a  line  parallel  to  the  winding  of  the  coast,  and  which 
shall  never  exceed  the  distance  of  10  marine  leagues  therefrom. 
The  western  limits,  within  which  the  territories  and  dominion 
conveyed  are  contained,  passes  through  a  point  in  Bering  Straits 
on  the  parallel  of  65  degrees  30  minutes  north  latitude,  and  its 
intersection  by  the  meridian  wMch  passes  midway  between  the 
island  of  Krusenstem,  or  Ignalook,  and  the  island  of  Ratmanoff, 
or  Noonarbook,  and  proceeds  due  north,  without  limitation,  into 
the  same  frozen  ocean.  The  same  western  limitation,  beginning 
at  the  same  initial  point,  proceeds  thence  in  a  course  nearly  south- 
west through  Bering  Straits  and  Bering  Sea,  so  as  to  pass  mid- 
way between  the  northwest  point  of  the  island  of  St.  Lawrence 
and  the  southeast  point  of  Cape  Choukotski,  to  the  meridian  of 
173  west  longitute;  thence  from  the  intersection  of  that  merid- 
ian, in  a  southwesterly  direction,  so  as  to  pass  midway  between 
the  island  of  Attou  and  the  Copper  Island  of  the  Kormandorski 
couplet  or  group  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  to  the  meridian  of 
193  degrees  west  longitude,  so  as  to  include  in  the  territory  con- 
veyed the  whole  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  east  of  the  meridian." 

This  is  the  vast  domain  of  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  from 
Russia  by  the  treaty  in  1867,  and  the  American  people  will  never 
consent  to  give  up  an  inch  of  it  to  Canada  or  any  other  country. 
It  is  ours  and  it  must  always  be  ours.  We  can  not  arbitrate  our 
sovereignty,  and  we  will  never  surrender  our  jurisdiction. 

When  this  countiy  in  1867  paid  Russia  $7,200,000  in  gold  coin 
for  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  a  great  outcry  arose  over  the  shame- 
ful extravagance  of  the  Government.  We  had  purchased,  it  was 
alleged  by  these  fault-finders,  a  barren  waste  of  snow  and  ice,  an 
arctic  region  incapable  of  cultivation,  whose  only  treasure  was 
the  seals  that  might  be  killed  along  its  coast .  The  Administration 
had  squandered  the  money  of  the  people,  and  shi-ewd  Russia  was 
laughing  in  her  sleeve  over  our  simplicity! 

It  is  possible  that  Russia  did  laugh  in  her  sleeve  over  the  sim- 
plicity that  she  imagined  she  had  discovered,  but  it  is  certain 
that  by  this  time  she  has  changed  her  laugh  to  a  sigh  over  the 
results  of  her  own  shortsightedness,  for  Alaska  is  recognized  to- 
day as  one  of  the  most  important  gold-producing  lands  in  the 
world.  Her  mines  are  the  mecca  of  armies  of  prospectors,  who 
go  there  to  search  for  the  precious  ore  that  is  the  foundation  of 
the  money  systems  of  the  commercial  world.  She  has  returned  to 
us  in  gold  ore  alone  more  than  we  paid  Russia  for  her  possession, 
and  the  sources  of  her  golden  treasure  have  as  yet  scarcely  been 
scratched. 

But  it  is  cot  only  in  mineral  wealth  that  Alaska  promises  to  be 
a  valuable  territory.  That  claim  alone  would  be  ample  justifica- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  the  arctic  land,  but  she  has  other  claims 
to  add  to  this.  Had  anybody  predicted,  when  the  negotiation  for 
her  sale  was  conducted,  that  she  could  ever  assume  to  be  an  agri- 
cultural country,  he  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  fit  subject  for 
treatment  in  a  lunatic  asylum.  But  we  are  progressing  in  knowl- 
edge. The  Agricultural  Department  has  been  investigating,  and 
it  now  announces  that  certain  crops  can  be  raised  in  Alaska  at  a 
good  profit,  and  that  great  herds  of  cattle  will  thrive  in  her 
friendly  climate. 
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Thus  the  pui-chase  of  Alaska  promisss  to  be  one  of  the  wisest 
things  ever  accomplished  by  our  Government. 

The  great  speech  of  Charles  Sumner,  delivered  in  the  United 
States  Senate  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  Alaska,  in  the  light  of 
to-day  reads  like  a  marvelous  prophecy.  Alaska  ceased  years 
ago  to  be  called  "Seward's  folly."  No  amount  of  money  could 
buy  it  from  us  to-day,  and  ultimately  it  will  make  three  great 
States  of  the  Union— and  no  doubt  they  will  be  called  "Alaska," 
"Seward,"  and  "Sumner."  What  a  monument  Alaska  is  to- 
day to  the  wisdom  and  far-sighted  statesmanship  of  Charles  Sum- 
ner and  William  H.  Seward! 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  reason  for  a  Delegate,  which  must  im- 
press itself  with  great  force  upon  every  meirfber,  is  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  relations  with  the  Territory  are  direct  with  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

The  Committee  on  the  Territories,  to  whom  was  referred  this 
bill  providing  for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  from  the  district  of 
Alaska  to  the  House  of  Represejitatives  of  the  United  States,  de- 
fining citizenship  and  the  qualifications  of  electors  in  said  dis- 
trict, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  without  a 
dissenting  voice,  report  unanimously  that  it  do  pass. 

A  bill  of  similar  purpose  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Tenitories  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  near  its  close,  too  late  for  action,  and  another  in  the 
Fifty-fourth  Congress,  which  for  some  reason  failed  to  become  a 
law.  A  third  time,  in  the  second  session  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Con- 
gress, a  similar  bill  was  introduced  and  unanimously  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories  to  the  House,  but  the  bill,  on 
account  of  the  press  of  business  during  the  close  of  that  session, 
failed  of  consideration  in  the  House. 

In  my  opinion,  fortified  by  the  Judgment  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  poptilation  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  whose  best  men 
have  not  only  recommended  it,  but  have  urged  it  as  an  absolute 
necessity  at  this  time,  I  submit  that  the  Congress  should  no 
longer  delay  the  right  of  these  people  to  Delegate  representation. 

It  is  a  tenet  of  onr  American  creed  that  proper  elective  repre- 
sentation is  the  heritage  of  our  citizenship.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  needs  and  the  requirements  of  the  limitations  of  Alaska 
in  the  past,  I  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  is  not  only 
feasible  for  its  inhabitants  to  elect  and  have  Delegate  representa- 
tion in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  that  its  absolute  neces- 
sity makes  it  a  matter  of  right  which  we  shotild  heed  by  speedy 
action. 

Alaska  is  a  Territory  whose  prospects,  resources,  and  commei"- 
cial  and  political  importance  have  heretofore  been  almost  wholly 
unappreciated  by  most  people.  Even  now,  in  the  period  of 
Alaska's  marvelous  development,  the  first  thought  of  many  per- 
sons is  that  a  Delegate  would  be  a  doubtful  experiment  and  an 
unnecessary  expense,  when,  in  fact,  of  all  our  outlying  Territories, 
Alaska  is  the  one  whose  needs  in  this  respect  are  paramount. 
Its  isolation,  distance,  and  peculiar  surroundings  as  to  climate, 
soil,  resources,  business  and  trade  conditions,  as  well  as  popula- 
tion, render  it  impossible  for  Congress  to  fully  recognize  its  wants 
and  exigencies. 

Alaska  has  an  area  of  over  577.000  square  miles.  It  would 
cover  one-sixth  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  proper.  Its 
resources  are  simply  wonderful;  with  its  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
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copiJer,  and  coal,  its  mighty  forests  of  merchantable  timber,  its 
rich  wealth  of  fur-bearing  animals,  its  enormons  fisheries  of  seal, 
whale,  salmon,  cod,  and  halibut,  and  its  already  great  and  com- 
manding commercial  and  political  importance.  And  then,  in 
connection  with  all  this,  comes  the  voice  of  a  resistless  and  in- 
creasing flow  of  jthe  most  manly,  virile,  and  hardy  people  in  the 
world,  who  say,  "Give  us  the  protection  of  an  interested  and 
sympathetic  Government  and  we  will  not  only  support  ourselves, 
but  we  will  return  direct  into  the  United  States  Treasury  reve- 
nues many  times  multiplying  the  amount  of  her  investment  by 
purchase." 

At  this  point  the  expense  of  an  election  and  the  salary  of  a  Del- 
egate might  well  he  considered.  This  country  is  a  large  territory 
of  the  primeval  ruggedness  of  nature,  unmitigated  in  part  with 
long  stretches  of  snow  and  ice  and  a  scattered  population.  There 
may  be  inconveniences  in  an  election  on  the  frontier  to  which  we 
are  not  accustomed,  but  that  is  the  daily  incident  of  their  lives. 
Tenacity  of  purpose  and  power  of  endurance  are  the  two  essen- 
tial qualities  that  took  them  there.  They  have  great  interests  to 
be  looked  after,  and  they  say,  "  We  want  a  man  at  Washington 
who  knows  us,  our  country,  and  our  business  to  represent  us  and 
our  interests." 

It  will  be  of  some  inconvenience  and  expense,  but  they  are  ask- 
ing the  privilege  to  incur  whatever  inconvenience  it  may  be  to 
hold  an  election.  After  that  the  only  question  for  us  to  consider 
is:  Is  it  reasonable  and  practicable?  Those  who  seem  to  be  most 
competent  to  judge  say  it  is.  As  to  the  expense,  they  pay  it. 
That  is  all  there  is  to  that.  While  discussing  this  phase  of  the 
subject  I  desire  to  insert  a  statement  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment showing  the  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  government 
of  Alaska  for  the  fiscal  year  1900.  This  shows  a  balance  in  favor 
of  the  Treasury  in  the  splendid  figures  of  $282,950,  out  of  which 
to  pay  the  expense  of  an  election  every  two  years. 

Stafevient  of  revenues  and  expenditures  in  Alaska,  fiscal  year  1900. 

BETKNUES. 

Customs $57,633.62 

PuWic  lands _ 3,376.32 

Tax  on  seal  skins  - __ 224,476.47 

Eentof  Fox  Islands 1,200.00 

License  fees 157,234.94 

Total 442,911.35 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  Territorial  government $28,655.98 

Salaries  of  agents  at  seal  fisheries _ _._ _  11,473.41 

Expenses,  ofSce  of  marahal,  etc .■ 17,969.90 

Public  buildings 475.39 

Refuge  station,  Point  Barrow 106.67 

Alaskan  boundary  sui-vey _  500.00 

Education  of  children $32,970.62 

Education  of  Indians 4,364.30 

Protecting  fisheries 5,512.47 

Expenses  of  steamer  ^iftatrosa 9,830.93 

Supplies  for  native  inhabitants 19,100.38 

Building  for  United  States  courts 722. 7C 

Reindeer  tor  Alaska. 12,746.68 

Expenses,  office  of  surveyor-general 4,800.00 

Mapsof  Alaska 18.50 

Survey  of  the  Yukon  River. 9,780.69 

Relief  of  people  in  mining  regions _ 932.48 

Total 159,961.16 
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But,  aside  from  the  question  of  expense,  why  shonld  they  not 
have  a  Delegate  at  this  time?  In  the  first  place  there  is  a  large 
and  ever-increasing  body  of  the  best  kind  of  American  citizens 
in  Alaska — pioneers  who  are  willing  to  forego  the  ease  and 
luxury  of  life  in  the  States  to  develop  that  great  country.  The 
best  blood  of  a  nation  flows  in  the  veins  of  its  pioneera.  They 
are  the  advance  guard  of  progress.  They  have  opened  up  in 
Alaska  a  mine  of  wealth  that  the  world  never  dreamed  of.  They 
have  made  Alaska  commercially  great,  and  for  a  decade  have  felt 
the  need  and  practicability  of  a  Delegate,  and  have  been  asking  it 
from  our  hands  for  years.  To-day,  with  a  population  doubled 
since  the  last  census  was  taken  and  material  financial  interests 
increased  in  a  still  greater  ratio,  they  ask  you  for  this  legislation. 

The  bill  under  consideration  gives  the  people  of  Alaska  the  right 
to  vote  for  and  to  elect  a  Delegate  from  Alaska  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives who  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  the  same  privileges 
in  this  body  as  a  Delegate  from  any  of  the  other  Territories  in  the 
United  States.  Alaska  is  entitled  to  that.  No  one  can  deny  it. 
Her  people  should  be  heard  on  this  floor,  and  the  Alaskans  want 
to  be  heard  here  by  some  one  of  their  own  selection — competent 
to  speak  for  them.  Some  one  vested  with  authority  who  will  be 
responsible  to  them  for  what  he  says  on  the  floor  of  this  House 
regarding  Alaskan  matters,  and  who  will  be  responsible  to  Con- 
gress as  well.  No  one  familiar  with  the  facts  can  doubt  that 
Alaska  is  entitled  to  Delegate  representation.  It  is  a  fundamental 
principle  of  our  theory  of  government  that  none  of  our  citizens 
shall  be  taxed  without  just  representation,  and  the  Alaskans 
have  been  taxed  by  the  Federal  Government  for  years  and  years 
without  representation  and  without  having  a  voice  in  their  own 
internal  affairs. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  to  Alaska  several  times.  I  know 
something  about  that  vast  domain.  I  know  something  about 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  who  live  there,  and  I  stand  here 
and  declare  with  the  confident  knowledge  that  I  can  not  be  suc- 
cessfully contradicted  that  the  i)eople  of  Alaska— the  people 
who  have  gone  there,  and  who  have  lived  there  for  years,  and 
who  are  bona  fide  residents  of  Alaska,  and  intend  to  stay  there 
during  the  rest  of  their  lives— I  Iniow  what  they  want,  and  I  de- 
clare here  that  they  want  not  only  a  representative  in  Congross, 
but  they  want  Territorial  government.  They  want  the  right  that 
every  other  Territory  in  the  Union  has— the  right  to  make  their 
own  laws,  to  levy  their  own  taxes,  to  regulate  their  own  internal 
affairs,  and  to  spend  the  money  gathered  by  the  tax  collector  for 
their  own  use,  for  their  own  schools,  for  their  own  charitable  in- 
stitutions, for  their  own  municipal  affairs,  and  for  their  own 
peace  and  happiness.  This  is  not  asking  too  much  in  my  opinion. 
It  seems  to  me  it  is  only  fair  and  just  and  proper  and  right. 
Alaska  has  a  population  at  the  present  time  upward  of  100,000 
bona  fide  residents.  It  is  true  they  are  scattered  over  a  vast  do- 
main of  territory.  But  it  is  also  true  that  they  are  an  honest, 
brave,  sober,  manly.  God-fearing  people,  who  are  of  our  kin,  and 
who  ought  to  be  treated  as  American  citizens. 

I  deprecate  some  of  the  remarks  that  have  been  made  on  the 

floor  of  this  House  during  the  pendency  of  this  bill  by  gentlemen 

who  have  characterized  the  inhabitants  of  Alaska  as  nomads,  as 

fugitives,  and  as  a  migratory  people  who  go  there  simply  to  gather 
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■wealth  and  leave  for  the  States  jnst  so  soon  as  they  have  been 
able  to  get  what  they  want.  I  deny  these  statements.  I  refute 
these  allegations.  I  know  they  are  not  true.  If  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  made  these  unjust  remarks  and  uncalled-for 
statements  would  only  go  to  Alaska  and  see  for  themselves  and 
talk  to  these  people,  they  would  come  back  here  just  as  firmly 
convinced  as  I  am  that  no  people  in  all  our  land  are  moi'e  deserv- 
ing of  commendation  for  their  patriotism  and  their  law-abiding 
citizenship  than  the  good,  fearless,  honest  folk  of  Alaska.  They 
are  American  citizens.  They  demand  the  rights  of  American 
citizens.  They  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  American  citizens, 
and  one  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  an  American  is  the  right  to 
representation;  the  right  to  refuse  to  pay  a  dollar's  tax  to  the  Gov- 
ernment unless  he  has  a  voice  in  its  affairs;  the  right  of  local 
self-government;  the  right  of  petition;  the  right  of  assembly:  the 
right  to  have  a  voice  in  the  affairs  of  state  and  in  making  the 
laws  that  he  must  obey  and  that  govern  him  and  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

This  bill,  sir,  will  not  accomplish  what  the  Alaskans  demand; 
but,  as  I  said,  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I  shall  vote 
for  it  because  I  believe  it  is  the  best  we  can  get  at  the  present 
time.  I  hope ,  however,  when  this  bill  passes  the  House  and  comes 
before  the  Senate,  that  the  other  branch  of  Congress  will  enlarge 
the  scope  of  its  provisions  and,  if  possible,  report  a  substitute  for 
it  that  will  give  the  people  of  Alaska  what  they  most  devoutly 
desire,  and  that  is  Territorial  government.  They  demand  Terri- 
torial government,  and  knowing  the  facts  as  I  do,  I  unhesitatingly 
say,  and  I  defy  successful  refutation,  that  under  all  the  circum- 
stances Alaska  is  now,  and  long  has  been,  entitled  to  Territorial 
government,  and  Congress  ought  to  give  it  to  the  Alaskans  with- 
out any  more  delay.  Alaska  is  an  anomaly  in  our  sisterhood  of 
States  and  Territories.  It  has  been  said  here  that  AJaska  is  a 
Territory  because  a  justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
writing  an  opinion  about  it,  charactei-ized  it  as  such.  No  doubt 
it  is  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  that 
is  what  the  distinguished  jurist  meant.  Others  here  declare  that 
Alaska  is  only  a  district,  and  I  am  inclined  to  concur  in  that  view. 
If  Alaska  was  a  Territory  in  the  Union,  it  would  have  all  the 
rights  of  a  Territory.  It  is  not  a  Territory  in  the  sense  that  Ari- 
zona, New  Mexico,  and  Oklahoma  are  Territories.  It  ought  to  be 
a  Territory  of  our  Government  just  the  same  as  those  other  Ter- 
ritories and  have  all  the  rights  and  all  the  privileges  that  those 
Territories  possess  to-day;  and  the  Alaskans  will  never  be  satis- 
fied— never  be  contented — in  my  opinion,  with  any  law  that  does 
not  give  them  all  the  rights  those  other  Territories  possess. 

A  Delegate  from  an  unorganized  Territory  would  be  not  only 
a  departure  from  all  former  precedent,  but  in  the  case  of  Alaska 
might  be  much  more  prodtictive  of  evil  than  of  beneficial  results. 
In  the  absence  of  any  form  of  local  government,  it  may  be  im- 
possible for  a  Delegate  to  properly  represent  the  vrill  and  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  because  of  a  lack  of  knowledge  in  the 
premises.  I  know  that  the  people  of  Alaska  are,  in  every  point 
of  view,  abundantly  capable  of  maintaining  a  local  form  of  gov- 
ernment, such  as  has  always  heretofore  been  accorded  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  and  I  deprecate  the  idea  of  further 
blurdening  the  Congress  with  purely  local  legislation,"  as  would, 
presumably,  be  the  duty  of  a  Delegate  to  press  upon  the  attention 
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of  thia  body  in  the  absence  of  Territorial  organization.  In  my 
opinion,  snch  legislation  can  safely  be  intrusted  to  the  people  of 
Alaska  themselves,  and  in  my  judgment,  instead  of  the  bill  pro- 
Tiding  a  Delegate  for  the  nnorganized  Territory,  or  district,  of 
Alaska,  an  organic  act  should  be  passed,  according  to  her  people 
the  measure  of  self-government  to  which  they  are  3nstly  entitled, 
and  which  has  never  heretofore,  except  in  the  case  of  Alaska, 
been  withheld  from  any  considerable  body  of  American  citizens 
wigaged  in  the  settlement  of  a  new  district. 

Looking  at  the  question  in  the  light  of  the  past,  and  by  way  of 
comx>arison  with  other  portions  of  our  country  that  have  been 
made  Territories  in  our  Union,  I  believe  that  Alaska  is  more  en- 
titled to-day  to  Territorial  government  than  seven-tenths  of  the 
other  Territories  that  were  organized.  I  am  opposed,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  and  of  justice,  and  of  principle,  to  taxing  the  Alaskan 
people,  gathering  the  taxes  by  a  Federal  tax  collector,  and,  in- 
stead of  giving  the  taxes  to  the  people  of  Alaska  for  their  own 
local  purposes,  depositing  the  money  in  the  Federal  Treasury  and 
trying  to  govern  Alaska  from  the  Treasury  Dex>artnient  or  by  the 
Congress,  when  nine-tenths  of  the  men  in  Congress  faiow  abso- 
lutely nothing  about  the  people  up  there,  nor  the  country,  either. 
But  that  is  another  story  that  will  come  up  ere  long,  when  we 
legrislate  to  give  Alaska  Territorial  government. 

Mr.  Chairman,'  something  has  been  said  here  regarding  the  im- 
possibility of  holding  an  election  in  Alaska  under  this  biU,  should 
it  become  a  law,  and  that  its  provisions  would  open  the  door  to 
frauds  on  the  ballot  box.  In  my  opinion,  that  conclusion  is  as- 
stimed,  farfetched,  and  without  justification.  If  this  bill  shoiild 
become  a  law  in  its  present  state,  the  election  of  a  Delegate  in 
Congress  from  Alaska  would  be  just  as  honestly  conducted  as  the 
election  for  a  Eepresentative  in  Congress  in  any  State.  And  the 
Delegate  elected  would  be,  no  doubt,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Alas- 
kans, or  in  the  estimation  of  a  mjority  of  them,  the  most  compe- 
tent man  they  could  find  to  send  here  to  represent  them,  to  get 
their  rights,  and  to  give  Congress  the  information  desired  regard- 
ing legislation. 

Let  me  say  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  appreciate  all  that  the 
gentleman  from  Washington  [Mr.  Cushman]  has  done  in  getting 
this  bill  reported  and  before  the  House.  I  understand  the  diffi- 
culties he  had  to  contend  with.  I  am  familiar  with  the  obstacles 
which  were  put  in  his  way.  I  know  he  has  done  the  very  best  he 
could.  He  and  I  substantially  agree  regarding  the  immediate 
legislative  needs  of  Alaska,  but  everything  relating  to  Alaska  can 
not  be  accomplished  in  one  Congress.  This  bill  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction — a  forward  step  toward  Territorial  government — 
and  it  is  apparently  the  very  best  that  we  can  do  for  the  Alaskans 
at  the  present  time.  I  want  to  congratulate  the  gentleman  from 
Washington  and  the  members  of  the  committee  which  reported 
this  bUl  on  the  success  which  thus  far  has  crowned  their  efforts, 
and  in  the  hope  that  this  bill  wUl  accomplish  some  good  I  shall 
vote  for  it,  and  I  trust  it  will  pass  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  si)oken  of  Alaskan  resources  in  general 
terms  as  a  reason  for  her  recognition.  Her  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
coal,  and  copper,  already  known  to  be  great,  are  considered  by 
many  practically  inexhaustible.  She  has  the  largest  stamp  null 
in  the  world  at  Treadwell  and  bids  fair  to  become  the  greatest 
gold-producing  country  on  earth.    The  rapid  development  of  the 
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gold  and  silver  mining  industry  of  Alaska  during  the  past  four 
years  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  prod  action  has  advanced  from 
about  $3,000,000  in  1896  to  about  $7,000,000  in  1900.  This  willin- 
crease,  rather  than  diminish.  At  present  the  value  of  the  precious 
metals  lies  chiefly  in  the  gold  placers  of  Nome  and  the  interior 
regions.  In  the  Nome  region  some  5,000  square  miles  are  known 
to  carry-  auriferous  gravels,  while  in  the  Yukon  Basin  the  area  of 
ausiferous  gravels  is  probably  several  times  as  large.  But  it  is  not 
all  placer  mining.  Governor  Brady  says  that  quartz  mining  is  the 
kind  in  which  Alaska  will  be  preeminent  in  the  near  future  and 
that  even  now  it  is  affording  the  finest  illustration  that  the  world 
knows  of  profitable  working  of  low-grade  ore. 

In  the  coast  region  of  southeastern  Alaska  mining  for  gold, 
copper,  and  silver  has  been  going  on  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
development  of  this  industry  has  been  especially  rapid  since  1898, 
and  it  promises  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  mining  dis- 
tricts of  the  country.  The  discovery  of  copper  deposits  in  Alaska 
was  made  only  three  years  ago,  and  hence  the  development  is  com- 
paratively insignificant,  though  there  are  three  districts  in  which 
valuable  copper  ores  have  been  found.  Mining  has  only  been 
done  in  the  one  lying  on  the  coast,  and  many,  tons  of  copper  ore 
have  been  shipped  from  the  Territory:  The  investigations  of  the 
past  two  years  have  shown,  however,  that  there  are  unquestion- 
ably vast  undeveloped  copper  deposits  in  at  least  three  districts 
of  Alaska.  The  coal  of  Alaska  embraces  lignites,  bituminous 
coal,  and  some  anthracite.  The  lignites  are  the  most  widely  dis- 
tributed of  the  three,  and  are  the  ones  that  have  been  largely 
prospected.  Coal  has  been  found  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict, both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior.  It  has  been  mined  at 
probably  100  different  localities,  but  up  to  the  present  time  only 
for  local  consumption,  and  the  aggregate  output,  of  which  there 
are  no  authentic  data  available,  would  not  amount  to  more  than 
a  few  thousand  tons  a  year.  The  coal  is  so  widely  distributed  in 
the  district  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  important 
resources.  It  is  a  conservative  estimate  to  place  the  area  occu- 
pied by  the  coal-bearing  rocks  at  100,000  square  miles.  Accurate 
statements  can  not  be  made  as  to  the  figures  of  the  fish  industry 
for  the  year  1900,  but  it  can  bo  said  that  it  has  been  continually 
growing  and  is  still  in  its  infancy.  More  than  one  hundred  varie- 
ties of  food  fish  inhabit  the  Alaskan  waters.  The  annual  output 
of  salmon  alone  vsrlU amount  to  more  than  $9,000,000  at  this  time. 
The  Territory  alone  can  feed  the  fish-eating  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  no  man  can  visit  Alaska  without  being  deeply 
impressed.  Alaska  is  a  wonderful  country.  No  words  can  ade- 
quately describe  it.  It  is  the  poor  man's,  and  the  rich  man's,  and 
the  sportsman's  paradise.  It  is  a  wonderland.  The  time,  in  my 
judgment,  is  at  hand  when  this  vast  territory  will  be  developed 
by  American  genius,  American  capital,  and  American  enterprise, 
and  take  my  word  for  it,  there  will  be  no  more  prosperous  section 
in  all  this  progressive  land  for  American  brawn  and  American 
brain.  Alaska  is  the  place  for  the  new  settler — for  the  hustler — 
for  the  man  who  wants  to  go  ahead  and  get  on. 

Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  say  again  in  conclusion,  I  shall  vote 
for  this  bill,  but  in  doing  so  I  think  I  have  made  it  clear  that  the 
bill  does  not  go  far  enough,  that  it  is  only  a  step  forward  in  the 
right  direction  to  the  one  boon  the  good  .people  in  Alaska  demand, 
and  that  is  Territorial  government.    Alaska  wants  this;  Alaska 
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mnsthaveit;  Alaska  with  her  population  of  nearly  100,000  people; 
Alaska  -with  her  splendid  and  invigorating  climate;  Alaska  with 
her  beautiful  scenery,  her  magnificent  distances,  her  towering 
snow-capped  mountains,  her  majestic  rivers,  her  fertile  fields, 
her  great  industries  of  fish  and  furs  and  timber  and  agricultural 
possibilities;  Alaska  with  her  immense  wealth  in  gold  and  cop- 
per and  silver  and  lead  and  iron  and  coal — mineral  wealth  beyond 
the  dreams  of  the  most  imaginative  person  in  the  world;  Alaska 
with  her  brave  and  loyal  and  God-fearing  and  patriotic  American 
citizens;  Alaska  with  her  chiirches  and  schools,  her  splendid  in- 
stitutions, her  towns  and  villages;  Alaska  under  the  blue  dome  of 
the  Union  sky  and  in  the  shadow  of  the  midnight  sun;  Alaska 
with  her  incomparable  glaciers,  with  her  great  harbors  and  in- 
numerable lakes  and  countless  cascades;  Alaska,  in  the  name  of 
of  all  these  and  more,  in  the  name  of  this  generation  and  the 
glory  of  OUT  institutions,  I  ask  why  you  shoxUd  not  have  the  right 
of  home  rule,  of  local  self-government,  and  all  the  rights  of  the 
Territories?  [Applause.] 
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The  Trusts— Do  the  People  like  to  be  Humbn^ged  ? 
SPEECH 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER, 

of  new  york, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

February  7,  1903. 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  so-called  and  much -heralded  antitrust  bill, 
stripped  of  all  its  tautology,  pruned  of  its  crudeness,  and  sepa- 
rated from  its  extraneous  verbiage,  seems  to  an  uninitiated  and 
unsophisticated  individual  like  myself  to  be  a  very  good  bill  to 
give  the  trusts  the  right  to  continue  business  at  the  old  stand 
and  keep  on  robbing  the  people  all  the  time  vdthout  let  or 
hindrance  unless,  in  their  magnanimity,  they  see  fit  to  tell  the 
people  the  method  of  their  scientific  system  of  taking  from  the 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  and  make  such  returns  to  the 
Government — true  or  false — regarding  their  affairs  as  they  desire. 
It  is  an  antitrust  bill  only  in  name.  The  friends  of  the  trusts  can 
vote  for  it  with  as  much  pleasure  as  the  foes  of  monopoly.  It 
will  do  no  great  good,  and  it  will  do  no  great  harm.  It  may 
please  some,  especially  those  who  say  there  are  good  and  bad 
trusts  and  that  we  must  go  slow  for  fear  of  injuring  a  good 
monopoly. 

Mr.  Ohairman.  before  the  last  election  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Littlefield]  ,  in  all  the  glory  of  his  greatness,  per- 
ambulated around  the  country  making'  speeches  and  posing  as  the 
great  and  only  and  original  and  simon-pure  trust  buster.  He  had 
introduced  in  this  House  a  bill  which  to  some  extent  would  curb 
the  power  and  the  sway  of  the  trusts,  and  it  was  entitled  "A  bill 
requiring  all  corporations  engaged  in  interstate  commerce  to  file 
returns  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  disclosing  their  true 
financial  condition,  and  of  their  capital  stock,  and  imposing  a  tax 
upon  such  as  have  outstanding  capital  stock  unpaid  in  whole  or 
in  part.'' 

That  was  a  good  title,  and  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  went,  was  a 
fairly  effective  measure.  Now,  sir,  I  notice  that  in  the  bill  which 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  has  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  as  a  substitute  for  his  original  bill  he  has  struck  out 
that  title  and  practically  presents  to  the  House  an  entirely  differ- 
ent bill  from  the  bill  which  he  introduced  on  December  2, 1901, 
before  the  last  Congressional  election.  It  is  for  all  remedial  pur- 
poses a  new  bill — a  bill  which,  if  it  were  enacted  into  law,  would 
not  do  any  harm  to  the  trusts,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  would  not 
remedy  a  single  trust  evil  that  the  people  complain  about  to-day. 

The  new  title  to  the  new  bill  is  as  follows:  "A  bill  requiring 
corporations  engaged  in  interstate  commerce  to  make  returns, 
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prohibiting  rebates  and  discriminations  and  the  nse  of  interstate 
commerce  in  attempts  to  destroy  competition,  and  for' other  pur- 
poses." 

That  tells  the  story.  This  new  bill  does  not  require  "  all "  cor- 
porations to  make  returns;  only  some;  only  those  to  be  hereafter 
organized,  and  the  word  "true"  is  also  eliminated,  so  that  the 
next  growth  of  monopolies  can  simply  mate  such  returns  as  they 
see  fit — true  or  false,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent.  And  the  new 
bill,  too,  if  you  will  compare  it  with  the  original,  is  just  as  flimsy, 
just  as  insincere,  and  just  as  hypocritical;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it 
goes  a  great  way  to  change  the  law  now  on  the  statute  books 
known  as  the  antitrust  law  of  1890  in  repealing  by  implication  the 
civil  and  criminal  penalties  provided  in  that  law. 

I  do  not  stand  alone  in  this  opinion.  Several  distinguished  law- 
yei"s  who  have  cai'efuUy  investigated  this  proposed  bill  believe 
that  if  it  should  be  enacted  into  law  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
United  .States  and  the  United  States  district  attorneys  would  be 
absolutely  powerless  to  enforce  the  civil  and  criminal  penalties 
under  the  antitrust  act  of  1890.  If  this  be  so  the  bill,  weak  and 
impotent  as  it  is,  may  become  the  agency  of  nullifying  the  pro- 
visions of  the  only  law  we  now  have  to  prosecute  and  punish  crimi- 
nal naonopolists  and  trust  conspirators. 

The  bill  is  defective,  but  perhaps  it  was  intended  to  be  so  for 
this  very  reason,  and  instead  of  being  against  the  trusts  is  in- 
tended under  the  surface  to  really  be  for  the  trusts.  This  is  a 
very  serious  matter,  and  this  bill  should  not  pass  this  House  with- 
out a  proviso  that  nothing  contained  in  its  provisions  should  be 
construed  as  amending  or  changing  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
antitrust  law  of  1890. 

The  criminal  trusts  of  the  land  are  more  opposed  to  the  penal 
penalties  of  the  act  of  1890  than  to  any  provisions  contained  in 
this  bill.  And  in  this  respect  I  might  say  it  seems  strange  that 
no  Attorney-General  since  1890  has  ever  had  the  temerity  to  en- 
force the  criminal  provisions  of  the  act  of  1890  against  any  viola- 
tor of  the  law.  Why?  You  all  know  the  reason  why.  The  trust 
magnates  are  too  powerfvil. 

And  this  new  bill,  so  cleverly  drawn,  so  cleverly  worded,  and 
so  cleverly  devised,  not  so  much  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  as 
by  some  distinguished  trust  lawyers,  may  have  for  its  sole  pur- 
pose the  elimination  of  the  criminal  provisions  of  the  statute  of 
1890.  If  that  is  so — if  that  is  the  latent  intent  of  this  new  bill — 
then  I  can  understand  why  the  trusts  are  not  opposed  to  it,  and 
why  every  friend  of  the  trusts  here  is  in  favor  of  it.  [Applause 
on  the  Democratic  side .  ]  It  is  too  bad  that  under  the  rule  adopted 
a  member  can  not  amend  this  new  bill,  and  I  regret  my  friend 
from  Maine  did  not  stick  to  his  original  ^bUl;  but  somehow,  Mr. 
Chairman,  these  trust  lawyers  succeeded  in  changing  the  opinion 
of  the  great  "  triist  buster"  from  Maine,  so  that  he  stands  here 
to-day  revealed  in  his  true  colors  [laughter] ,  not  as  a  great  "trust 
buster,"  but  as  a  great  trust  advocate.     [Laughter.] 

I  thought  my  friend  from  Maine  was  a  true  friend  of  the  peo- 
ple and  a  real  enemy  of  the  criminal  trusts;  but  alas!  it  seems 
otherwise.  I  am  sorry  for  it;  I  am  sorry  for  him  and  for  myself, 
because  my  simple  faith  has  been  rudely  shaken.  [Laughter.]  I 
thought  the  gentleman  was  sincere;  that  he  meant  all  he  said  on 
the  hustings;  that  he  really  was  to  be  the  agency  through  whom 
the  overtaxed,  hoodwinked,  and  oppressed  people  would  secure 
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their  rights  against  the  trusts  and  monopolies;  but  I  was  mis- 
taken.    [Laughter.] 

I  thought  the  gentleman  was  honest  in  all  he  said  against  the 
trusts  and  that  the  trust-owned  and  trust-controlled  newspapers 
meant  all  they  said  about  his  heroic  efforts  to  crush  the  trusts. 
I  looked  up  to  him;  I  wanted  to  follow  him  wherever  he  went  to 
grapple  with  monopolies.  I  thought  he  would  be  bold  and  auda- 
cious as  he  pursued  the  octopus,  but  I  am  disappointed. 

The  gentleman  does  not  go  far;  he  does  not  rage  against  the 
iniquity  of  the  monopolies;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  seems  very 
mild  and  rather  apologetic,  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to  inform  us 
that  there  were  monopolies  before  the  tariff,  and  before  the  Be- 
publican  party,  and  before  Christ,  and  before  the  Flood.  It  is  all 
no  doubt  very  wonderful — but  quite  beyond  me. 

The  gentleman's  new  trust  bill,  so  different  from  the  gentle- 
man's original  antitrust  bill,  his  remarkable  speech  yesterday, 
and  his  attitude  here  to-day  have  disconcert.ed  his  antitrust  friends, 
mystified  evei-y  foe  of  monopoly,  and  put  every  one  of  his  true 
followers  all  at  sea.  Even  his  friend,  the  President,  must  stand 
aghast  when  he  contemplates  the  gentleman's  sudden  change  of 
front  on  this  important  question,  and  I  hardly  know  what  the 
President  will  do  with  this  new  bill  if  it  ever  passes  the  Senate 
and  goes  to  the  White  House.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  should  be  careful  not  to  nullify  any  part  of 
the  antitrust  law  of  1890.  That  is  a  good  law,  and  if  it  were  en- 
forced it  would  remedy  most  of  the  trust  evils.  In  regard  to 
that  law  and  in  this  connection  I  want  to  read  a  letter  recently 
written  by  foiTner  Senator  George  F.  Edmunds,  which  confirms 
the  position  I  maintain.     The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Aiken,  S.  C,  January  2,  lOOS. 

Dear  Sir:  Yoursof  the  27th  ultimo  has  reached  me  here.  The  statement 
of  Senator  Vest  contained  in  the  slip  you  inclose  is  correct.  I  have  not  the 
COKGRESSIOKAL  RECORD  Or  the  Senate  files  to  refer  to,  but  I  am  sure  on 
loolting  them  up  you  will  And  that  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Sherman  from 
the  Finance  Committee  was  not  the  one  pa&sed  by  Congress,  but  that  the 
one  passed  by  Congress  was  reported  by  the  Judiciarv  Committee  to  which 
the  Sherman  bill,  after  it  was  reported  from  the  Finance  Committee  and  dis- 
cussed and  probably  more  or  less  amended,  was  referred  for  consideration; 
and  that  the  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciaiy  Committee  and  passed  was  in 
every  essential  respect  entirely  different  from  the  Sherman  bill,  and  was 
purely  a  substitute  for  it. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  was,  I  think,  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that 
the  bill  it  reported  was,  in  respect  of  its  general  scope,  an  exercise  of  the 
whole  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  which  could  only  legislate  for  the 
freedom  and  regulation  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the 
several  States;  and  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  still.  The  only  difficulty  with 
the  bill  we  reported  and  which  became  law  was  the  want  of  administration, 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  law  was  and  is  entirely  capable  of  putting  an  end  to 
such  so-called  trusts  and  such  combinations  as  interfere  with  or  restrain  com- 
merce among  the  States,  etc..  if  the  officers  of  the  Govemmenthaving  charge 
of  the  enforcement  of  law  underatand  their  duty  and  are  willing  to  do  it, 
being,  of  course,  supplied  with  sufficient  means  to  put  it  into  force. 

If  the  famous  Knight  case  had  been  instituted  and  carried  forward  with 
suitable  allegations  of  the  precise  nature  and  histoi-y  of  the  Knight  affair, 
and  had  been  supported,  as  it  could  have  been,  by  adequate  proof  of  the  facts 
it  set  forth  I  believe  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  would  not  have 
had  the  least  difficulty  in  preventing  the  carrying  on  of  the  combination 
under  consideration,  and  putting  an  end  to  it,  as  it  can  stiU  do  with  similar 
ones  The  bill  of  complaint  in  that  case  was  unhappily  not  drawn  m  such  a 
way  as  to  present  the  question  Avhich  now  so  much  commands  just  pubUo 
concern.  i.     i.      j  _i 

What  is  needed  is  not,  so  much,  more  legislation  as  competent  and  earnest 
administration  of  the  laws  that  exist.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  present 
Attorney-General  and  his  very  able  assistant  will  find  easy  means,  if  supplied 
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with  the  necessary  funds,  to  arrest  the  progi-ess  and  undo  the  mischievous 
work  of  such  great  and  injurious  combinations  as  have  so  largely  come  into 
recent  existence. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  P.  EDMUNDS. 
JoHx  A.  Sleichek,  Esq., 

110  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  not  had  and  I  could  not 
get  an  opportunity  during  the  general  debate  to  say  a  word  in  re- 
gard to  this  bill,  and  I  now  ask  unanimous  consent  that  my  time 
be  extended. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  asks  unan- 
imous consent  that  he  may  proceed.    Is  there  objection? 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  thank  the  House  for  its  courtesy.  As  I  have 
said  before,  and  it  can  not  be  successfully  denied,  the  law  on  the 
statute  books  against  trusts  is  clear  and  plain,  and  the  highest 
court  in  the  land  has  passed  on  its  validity  and  sustained  the  con- 
stitutionality of  its  provisions.  The  antitrust  act  of  1890  declares , 
that  every  contract  or  combination  in  the  nature  of  a  trust  in  re- 
straint of  trade  and  commerce  among  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories or  with  foreign  nations  is  a  conspiracy,  illegal  and  void, 
and  piinishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Under  the  law  of  our  country  trusts  are  criminal,  and  there  is 
no  distinction  between  a  so-called  good  trust  and  a  so-called  bad 
trust,  between  a  big  trust  and  a  little  trust.  Every  trust  is  con- 
trary to  both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  law.  To  seriously 
contend  otherwise  as  a  legal  proiwsition  would  be  preposterous. 
If  we  did  so,  by  analogy  we  might  as  consistently  assert  that 
there  were  good  pirates  and  bad  pirates.  If  robbery  is  criminal, 
it  is  immaterial,  so  far  as  the  crime  is  concerned,  whether  the  rob- 
bery is  a  big  one  or  a  little  one.     The  violation  of  law  is  the  same. 

Under  this  antitrust  act  it  seems  to  me  every  trust  in  the  United 
States  can  be  prosecuted  for  violation  of  law,  the  charter  annulled, 
and  the  men  behind  it  punished  for  conspiracy.  Every  trust  by 
its  veiy  nature  is  in  restraint  of  trade  and  commerce  and  in  vio- 
lation of  this  law. 

If  you  will  read  the  antitrust  act  of  1890  and  the  decisions  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  the  trans- Missouri  freight 
case  and  the  Addyston  Pipe  Line  case,  the  conclusion  will  be 
irresistible  to  the  logical  mind  that  the  fault  is  not  so  much  with 
the  law  as  it  is  with  the  men  who  are  sworn  to  enforce  the  law. 
The  law  so  far  as  it  goes  is  all  right — the  do-nothing  Attorney- 
General  is  all  wrong.  The  imperative  mandate  of  the  day  ia 
"Enforce  the  law,  and  eveiy  trust  in  the  country  will  dissolve." 
Whenever  the  trusts  have  been  brought  before  the  courts,  and 
their  true  character  shown,  they  have  been  declared  illegal. 

In  my  opinion — and  I  say  so  advisedly — the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice under  the  present  law  can  institute  and  successfully  maintain 
actions  against  every  trust  doing  business  in  the  United  States. 

Nothing  would  be  more  welcome  to  the  trusts  than  to  change 
this  law — especially  its  criminal  penalties.  These ,  it  is  true ,  have 
never  been  enforced,  but  some  day  the  people  may  get  an  Attor- 
ney-General who  wiU  enforce  them  and  if  they  are  enforced  a  few 
trust  magnates  may  have  to  go  to  jail,  and  that  will  be  the  end 
of  the  criminal  trusts.  One  trust  magnate  behind  the  bars  will 
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be  an  object  leason  that  will  do  more  good  than  all  the  speeches 
ever  delivered  here  against  the  tmsts. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Littlefield] 
seems  to  me  to  be  in  an  embarrassing  position.  He  changed 
the  title  to  his  bill — he  gave  np  his  original  bill — and  substi- 
tuted for  it  a  weak,  apologetic  makeshift  that  will  accomplish 
nothing  or  do  great  harm.  Now,  I  want  the  members  of  this 
House  to  see  how  cleverly  the  trust  lawyers  amended  the  title  of 
the  original  bill.  If  yon  wiU  take  the  title  of  the  original  bill  in- 
troduced by  my  friend  from  Maine,  yon  will  find  it  required  "  all " 
corporations  to  make  "  true  "  returns,  and  the  trust  lawyers  some 
way  or  other  ind\iced  the  great  trust  buster  from  Maine  to  amend 
his  bill  so  that  it  leaves  out  entirely  "aU"  coiTJorations  and 
"  true  "  returns.  [Laughter  on  the  Democratic  side.]  The  en- 
tire bill — I  mean  the  new  trust  bill — now  before  us  is  a  hollow 
sham. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  an  idea  at  one  time  that  amounted  to  al- 
most a  conviction  that  my  good-natured  friend  from  Maine  was 
as  earnest,  as  honest,  and  as  sincere  a  friend  of  the  people  and  as 
bitter  a  foe  and  as  intense  an  opponent  of  the  tmsts  and  monop- 
olies as  I  am.  [Laughter.]  But  I  am  compelled,  reluctantly 
compelled,  I  regret  to  say,  to  be  constrained  to  stand  here  to-day, 
after  having  carefully  read  the  bill  originally  introduced  into  this 
House  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  and  the  substitute  biU  pre- 
pared by  the  trust  lawyers,  which  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
substituted  for  his  bill,  and  which  he  now  offers  us  and  stands 
sponsor  for — I  am  reluctlantly  constrained,  I  must  confess,  to  say 
that  this  substitute,  as  a  remedy  to  more  effectually  curb  the 
power  and  the  sway  of  the  criminal  trusts  and  monopolies,  is 
seven  pounds  lighter  than  a  straw  hat.     [Prolonged  laughter.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  now,  another  matter  in  this  connection,  some- 
what personal,  and  I  dislike  exceedingly  to  refer  to  myself,  but  I 
must.  [Laughter]  I  introduced  a  bill,  an  antitrust  bill — a  real 
antitrust  bill — a  bill  that  would  do  something  and  that  meant 
something — a  genuine  trust-busting  antitrust  bill,  in  December, 
1903,  more  than  a  year  ago.  I  thought  my  bill,  in  my  modest  and 
humble  way,  was  a  better  bill  than  the  bill  originally  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine.  It  was  referred  to  the  gentle- 
man's committee.  I  went  before  the  gentleman's  conamittee  and 
made  a  strong  and,  if  I  say  it  myself,  I  believe,  an  eloquent  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  it.  I  thought  at  that  time  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  liked  my  bill,  perhaps  not  so  much  as  he  did  his  own  crea- 
tion, but  I  got  the  idea  that  we  nearly  agreed  as  to  the  necessary 
remedy. 

A  great  many  distingnished  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to 
trusts,  representing  labor  organizations,  representing  the  Ameri- 
can Antitrust  Leagiie,  representing  commercial  bodies  and  other 
industrial  enterprises,  also  went  before  the  gentleman's  committee 
and  spoke  long  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  in  favor  of  my  genu- 
ine antitrust  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  intimated  sub- 
stantially that  my  bill  was  a  most  excellent  bill,  but  that  he  was 
just  a  little  afraid  that  it  went  too  far,  perhaps,  and  might  hurt 
the  trusts  just  a  little  too  much,  but  he  in  substance  suggested 
that  there  were  features  in  my  bill  regarding  "publicity"  which 
he  thought  ought  to  be  incorporated  in  any  bill  which  the  com- 
mittee reported.  That  was  all  very  nice— and  I  thought  so  then. 
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And,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  glad  to  stand  up  here  and  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  my  friend,  the  erstwhile  tmst  buster, 
did  put  into  his  bill  some  of  the  provisions  of  my  bill,  but  they 
■were  the  mild  provisions  of  my  bill  which  amount  to  little  or 
nothing.  [Laughter.]  The  gentleman  from  Maine  studiously 
left  out  of  this  bill  everything  in  my  bill  which  would  do  some- 
thing, which  would  amount  to  something,  which  would  check 
and  cure  the  trust  evil,  and  which  would  more  effectually  curb 
the  potential  power  and  the  autocratic  sway  of  the  trusts. 

Now,  another  thing — and  this  is  a  good  time  to  say  it  again, 
and  I  want  to  repeat  it  every  chance  I  get,  on  behalf  of  my  Dem- 
ocratic colleagues — that  when  the  department  of  commerce  bill 
was  pending  in  this  House  I  offered  my  antitrust  bill  as  an 
amendment  to  one  of  the  sections  of  that  department  of  com- 
merce bill,  and  every  Democrat  in  this  House  voted  for  it,  and 
every  Eepublican  in  this  House,  including  the  great,  the  only, 
and  the  original  trust  buster,  my  good  friend  from  Maine,  voted 
against  it.  [Applause  and  laughter  on  the  Democratic  side.]  I 
have  noticed,  however,  that  since  the  department  of  commerce  bill 
has  been  pending  in  the  Senate  a  f  arseeing  and  sagacious  Senator 
contemplates  amending  that  bill  by  incorporating  in  it  an  anti- 
trust provision  very  similar  to  mine. 

I  hope  the  Senator  will  do  so.  He  can  have  my  antitrust  bill  in 
toto;  and  I  believe  it  is  the  best  bill  ever  introduced  in  this  House 
to  establish ' '  publicity ' '  regarding  the  trusts.  I  have  no  personal 
vanity  in  this  matter.  I  am  only  a  humble  servant  of  the  people, 
with  mediocre  ability;  and  being  in  the  minority,  I  can  not  hope 
to  do  more  than  construct  legislation.  I  can  only  prepare  good 
bills;  I  can  not  pass  them.  Only  Eepublicans  cap  make  laws 
nowadays.  But  I  care  not  for  the  glory;  all  I  want  is  to  secure 
results  for  the  people.     [Laughter.] 

Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  witness  quite  a  spectacle  to-day.  "We 
see  the  eloquent  former  trust  buster  from  Maine  now  the  advocate 
of  the  octopus,  the  historian  of  monopolies,  and  the  special  pleader 
of  the  trusts.  Perhaps  it  may  be  unconscious,  but  the  fagt  can 
not  be  overlooked.  And  the  Republican  party,  as  represented  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  has  changed  its  position  very  materially 
on  this  question  if  you  compare  the  promises  made  with  the 
meager  bill  presented.  My  friends  on  the  other  side  seem  to  be 
running  away  from  the  President.  I  believe  the  President  is 
honest  in  his  antagonism  to  the  criminal  trusts  of  the  country. 
I  believe  he  is  sincere  in  his  recommendations  to  check  their  ap- 
parent evils.  I  know  he  is  a  true  American,  and  I  believe  the 
President  wants  this  Congi  9ss  to  do  something  to  curb  the  power 
of  the  trusts  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 

The  Republicans  pretend  that  they  do  also,  but  you  do  not 
carry  out  your  promises  or  the  recommendations  of  your  Presi- 
dent. You  wink  at  the  exactions  of  the  trusts  while  you  throw  a 
sop  to  the  people  in  the  nature  of  a  futile  bill  like  this  that  will 
be  just  about  as  effectual  to  remedy  trust  evils  as  alast  year's  bird's 
nest.  It  is  apparent  you  are  fooling  the  people  again.  You  seem 
to  glory  in  it,  and  they  seem  to  like  it.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
sadness  of  it  all — the  misery,  the  woe,  the  want,  the  poverty  of 
it  all — it  would  be  to  laugh.  Every  time  I  see  the  Republican 
elephant  at  his  old  tricks  I  am  reminded  of  what  P.  T.  Bamum 
facetiously  said:  "  The  people  like  to  be  humbugged. "    The  Re- 


publican  party  has  evidently  copyrighted  that  remark,  and  on 
every  occasion  religiously  lives  np  to  it. 

When  -will  the  people  open  their  eyes  and  wake  np?  How  much 
longer  do  they  want  to  be  humbngged?  The  President  asks  for 
and  recommends  antitrust  legislation,  the  people  all  over  the  land 
plead  for  relief  from  the  exactions  of  the  trusts,  and  the  sad  ex- 
perience of  the  past  and  the  urgent  exigencies  of  the  present 
demand  drastic  legislation  against  monopolies  and  the  rigid  en- 
forcement of  existing  laws.  But  what  do  you  do?  What  you 
always  do.  Fool  the  people  some  more.  When  they  ask  for 
bread,  you  give  them  something  you  call  bread,  but  which  is 
really  only  a  stone. 

This  bill  now  under  discussion  will  accomplish  nothing.  It  is  a 
misfit,  a  makeshift,  a  miscarriage.  Its  ostensible  purpose  is  to 
please  the  people  and  not  displease  the  trusts.  Its  hiAJen  object 
is  to  strike  a  deadly  blow  against  the  yenai  penalties  of  the  anti- 
trust act  of  1890;  and  I  believe,  and  I  say,  that  if  this  bill,  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  legal  ability  of  my  friend  from  Maihe,  should 
become  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  it  will  go  far  to  repeal,  by  im- 
plication, the  criminal  provisions  of  the  antitrust  law  of  1890. 
Why  not  allow  me  or  some  one  to  amend  the  bill  so  that  there 
will  be  no  question  about  it? 

Let  me  say  in  this  connection  that  it  is  remarkable  that  no 
Attorney-General,  under  the  provisions  of  the  antitrust  law  of 
1890,  has  ever  instituted  a  single  prosecution  to  enforce  the  crim- 
inal penalties  of  that  act,  and  I  believe,  and  I  stand  up  here  and 
assert  and  defy  successful  contradiction,  that  if  the  Attorney- 
General  would  enforce  in  one  prosecution  the  criminal  provisions 
of  the  antitrvist  act  of  1890  and  put  one  trust  magnate  behind 
prison  bars  for  violation  of  law  it  would  do  more  to  eflfectually 
curb  the  power  and  the  sway  of  the  trusts  than  all  of  the  oratory 
and  all  of  the  little  pop-gun  bills  will  ever  be  able  to  do. 

I  do  not  believe  this  bill  that  is  now  before  this  House,  this  so- 
called  substitute  bill,  this  bill  which  really  does  nothing,  will  be 
any  more  effectual,  so  far  as  the  enforcement  of  any  remedy  is 
concerned,  than  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  should  try  to  stop 
the  progress  of  a  mad  elephant  on  the  rampage  with  a  putty 
blower.  I  do  not  believe  this  bill  is  going  to  accomplish  what  the 
country  demands.  I  believe  it  is  really  liable  to  accomplish 
harm. 

I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  provisio:a  in  this  bill  similar  to 
that  which  the  distinguished  Senator  fro-'u  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hoar]  put  in  his  bill — that  nothing  in  this  bill  should  in  any  way 
repeal  any  law  now  on  the  statute  books  against  the  trusts,  so 
that  no  matter  how  the  courts  may  construe  this  bill,  if  it  becomes 
a  law,  there  shall  be  nothing  in  it  by  which  any  part  of  the  civil 
penalties  or  the  criminal  penalties  of  the  act  of  1890  shall  be 
repealed  or  eliminated. 

Now.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  bill  is  a  mere  makeshift.  It  is  a 
mere  sop  to  the  people.  It  is  what  the  Republicans  always  do. 
They  talk  all  right  at  the  moment.  They  talk  all  right  during 
the  crisis.  They  talk  all  right  before  the  election,  but  after  the 
crisis  is  passed,  after  the  election  is  over,  when  they  begin  to 
legislate  they  legislate  so  as  to  do  no  injury  to  those  who  sustain 
them,  to  those  who  aid  them,  to  those  who  make  large  contribu- 
tions to  their  campaign  fund  in  every  political  campaign.  It  can 
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not  be  successfully  denied,  and  it  ■will  not  be  truthfully  denied, 
that  every  trust  in  this  country,  from  the  greatest  to  the  smallest, 
in  every  Congressional,  State,  and  national  campaign,  makes  con- 
tributions, some  great,  some  small,  to  the  Republican  campaign 
fund. 

I  want  to  say  that  on  account  of  that  fact  the  intelligent  people 
of  this  country  knovy  that  there  will  never  be  enacted  into  law  by 
the  Republican  party  any  legislation  that  will  do  material  harm 
or  substantial  injury  to  the  great  monopolies,  to  the  great  crimi- 
nal trusts,  and  to  the  great  corporate  wealth  of  this  country. 
[Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

^  Mr.  SIMS.     Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SULZER.    I  can  only  yield  a  moment — only  for  a  question. 

Mr.  SHSIS.  In  view  of  the  characterization  which  you  have 
given  this  bill,  why  should  any  Democrat  vote  for  it? 

Mr.  SULZER.  In  my  opinion,  and  I  speak  only, for  myself,  I 
care  not  ^whether  the  Democrats  vote  for  this  bUl  or  against  it. 
I  think  it  is  the  poorest  apology  for  antitrust  legislation  that  the 
mighty  legal  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  could  possibly 
devise,  and  I  think  it  has  made  a  great  giant — a  valiant  trust 
fighter — look  exceedingly  small,  almost  a  pigmy.  [Laughter  and 
applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 
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THE   PUERTO  RICO  TARIFF. 
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HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF     NEW     YORIi:, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


Friday,  February  23,  1900. 


WA.SHINQXON. 
1900. 


SPEECH 

or 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  or.  the  state  o£  the 
Union,  and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  E.  8215)  to  regulate  the 
trade  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  for  other  purjioies  — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairmax:  Thisbillis  radically  wrong  in  principle,  against 
common  sense  on  its  face,  clearly  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  hu- 
manity, and  absolutely  in  violation  of  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Federal  Constitution.  It  seeks  to  extend  to  a  limited  degree 
the  Dingley  tariff  law  to  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of  the 
people  of  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico,  which  island  is  now,  and  for 
some  time  past  has  been ,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

It  imposes  a  tariff  tax  on  all  merchandise  coming  into  the  United 
States  from  Puerto  Rico,  and  goingintothatisland  from  the  United 
States,  at  a  rate  equal  to  25  per  cent  of  the  duties  collected  on 
merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from  foreign  coun- 
tries; and  further  provides  that  duties  collected  in  United  States 
ports  upon  manufactured  goods  from  Puerto  Rico  shall  be  equal 
in  rate  and  amount  to  the  internal-revenue  tax  imposed  by  the 
United  States  upon  the  same  articles  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  addition  thereto  35  per  cent  of  the  duties  now  col- 
lected by  law  upozi  like  articles  of  merchandise  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  and  that  duties  collected  in  the  island  upon 
manufactured  goods  from  the  United  States  shall  be  equal  to  the 
internal-revenue  tax  imposed  in  Puerto  Rico  upon  articles  manu- 
factured therein,  and  in  addition  thereto  25  per  cent  of  the  duties 
now  collf  cted  by  law  upon  like  articles  of  merchandise  imported 
from  foreign  countries. 

In  my  opinion  this  bill  violates  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, strikes  a  cruel  blow  against  a  portion  of  the  people  of 
our  country,  and  makes  a  discrimination  as  unwise  as  it  is  inhuman 
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and  unjust.  It  is  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills  ever  introduced 
in  this  House.  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion, and  shall  vote  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  PAYNE.    Does  the  gentleman  except  the  money  bill? 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  said  it  was  "  one  "  of  the  most  iniquitous  bills 
ever  introduced,  and  I  repeat  it. 

Mr.  PAYNE.     Oh,  that  is  a  stock  phrase. 

Mr.  SULZER.  That  may  be,  but  your  legislation  vyarrants  it, 
and  the  word  is  none  too  strong  and,  to  my  mind,-  can  not  be  too 
often  used  to  fitly  express  your  action  here.  You  trample  under 
foot  the  Constitution,  and  you  ride  roughshod  over  the  rights  of 
the  people.  The  currency  bill  is  an  infamous  financial  job.  This 
bill  is  an  infamous  tariff  job,  and  they  are  both  inherently 
iniquitous. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States  the  island  of  Puerto  Kico 
has  been  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  domain  and  territory  of  this 
country,  and  the  Constitution  applies  to  it,  and  should  apply  to  it, 
just  as  much  as  it  applies  to  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arizona.  To  contend  otherwise  is  as  preposterous  as  it 
is  untenable. 

The  people  of  Puerto  Rico  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  the  same  rights,  and  the  same  im- 
mvmities  under  the  Constitution  that  the  people  of  any  other  State 
or  Territory  are  entitled  to  in  the  Federal  Union.  This  bill  com- 
pelling the  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico  to  pay  a  tariff  tax  on  their 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  to  and  from  this  country  is  un- 
warranted, unjustifiable,  unprecedented,  un-American,  and,  in 
my  judgment,  unconstitutional.  In  all  our  past  history  no  polit- 
ical party  ever  dared  to  attempt  to  pass  a  bill  like  this,  a  bill  as 
inhuman  as  it  is  unfair,  a  bill  that  discriminates  by  special  legis- 
lation against  the  people  of  one  section  of  the  country  in  regard 
to  impost  taxes. 

The  Constitution  regarding  this  matter  is  clear  and  plain.  Sec- 
tion 8  of  Article  I  says  in  language  that  can  not  be  misunder- 
stood: 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dnties,  imposts 
and  excises;    *    *    *    but  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States. 
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This  provision  of  the  Constitution  has  been  passed  upon  and  in- 
terpreted again  and  again  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
and  from  the  days  of  John  Marshall  down  to  the  present  time  tlie 
highest  court  in  all  our  land  has  always  held  that  the  laying  and 
collecting  of  impost  duties  must  be  uniform  througliout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  propose  and  I  have  not  the  time  to  re- 
view the  authorities.  I  shall  content  myself  by  referring  to  a  few 
of  the  more  important  of  them.  John  Marshall,  in  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Loughborough  vs.  Blake  (5 
Wheaton,  page  319),  said  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  requir- 
ing uniformity  of  duties,  excises,  and  imposts  throughout  the 
United  States — the  very  clause  involved  in  this  bill: 

The  power  to  lay  and  collect  dntios,  imposts,  and  excises  may  be  exercised 
and  mnst  bo  exercised  throughout  the  United  States.  Does  this  term  desig- 
nate the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  United  States?  Certainly  this  question  can 
admit  of  but  one  answer.  It  is  the  name  given  to  our  great  Republic,  which 
is  composed  of  States  and  Territories.  The  District  of  Columbia  or  the  Ter- 
ritory west  of  Missouri  is  not  less  within  the  United  States  than  Maryland  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  not  less  necessary,  on  the  principles  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, that  uniformity  in  the  imposition  of  imposts,  duties,  and  excises  shall  be 
observed  in  the  one  than  the  other. 

In  the  case  of  Cross  rs.  Harrison  (10  Howard,  198)  the  court 
clearly  considered  the  territory  embraced  in  California  as  a  part 
of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  this  same  clause  of 
the  Constitution. 

1  am  unable  to  find  any  support  in  judicial  decisions  for  the 
doctrine  that  the  inhabitants  of  Territories  have  no  constitutional 
rights,  but  exist  only  by  the  will  of  Congress.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  Congress 
is  bound  by  the  restrictions  of  the  Constitution  in  dealing  with 
Territories.  The  broadest  construction  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, given  by  anj-  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  Congress  over  Territories,  is  set  forth  in  the  Canter 
case,  and  holds  in  effect  that  Congress  possesses  the  powers  of  tlio 
General  Government  and  also  the  powers  of  a  State  legislature 
unrestrained  by  a  State  constitution.  This  interpretation  would 
still  leave  Congress  subject  to  those  limitations  which  are  imposed 
by  the  Constitution  upon  both  the  national  and  the  State  govern- 
ments. Since  the  National  Government  is  required  to  observe 
the  rule  of  uniformity  in  levying  duties,  excises,  and  imposts,  and 
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the  States  ai'e  substantially  prohibited  from  levying-  such  taxes, 
it  follows  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  tax  thus  unequally  either 
in  its  capacity  as  a  national  or  a  State  legislature. 

Daniel  Webster  spoke  directly  upon  the  very  proposition  in- 
volved in  this  bill.  On  the  23d  of  March,  1848,  he  said  in  the 
United  States  Senate: 

An  arbitrary  government  may  have  territorial  govemments  in  distant 
possessions,  because  an  arbitrary  government  may  rule  its  distant  territories 
by  diilerent  laws  and  different  systems.  Russia  may  govern  the  Ukraine 
and  the  Caucasus  and  Kamcliatka  by  different  codes  or  ukases.  We  can  do 
no  such  thing.  They  must  be  of  us — part  of  us — or  else  estranged.  I  think  I 
see,  then,  in  progress  what  is  to  disfigure  and  deform  the  Constitution. 
*  *  •  I  think  I  see  a  course  adopted  that  is  likely  to  turn  the  Constitution 
under  which  wo  live  into  a  deformed  monster — into  a  curse  rather  than  a 
blessing— into  a  great  frame  of  unequal  government,  not  founded  on  popular 
representation,  but  founded  in  the  grossest  inequalities;  and  I  think  if  it  go 
on,  for  there  is  a  great  d&nger  that  it  will  go  on,  that  this  Government  vrill 
be  broken  up. 

Numerous  recent  decisions  recognize  the  doctrine  that  Terri- 
tories are  infant  States.    Among  them  are  the  following: 

In  Weber  against  Harbor  Commissioners  (18  Wallace,  65)  Jus- 
tice Field  said: 

Although  the  title  to  the  soil  under  tide  waters  of  the  bay  was  acquired 
by  the  cession  from  Mexico  equaDy  with  the  title  to  the  upland,  they  h«ld  it 
only  in  trust  for  the  future  States. 

And  in  Knight  vs.  United  States  Land  Association  (142  United 
States,  page  183)  Justice  Lamar  said: 

Upon  the  acquisition  of  the  territory  from  Mexico  the  United  States  ac- 
quired the  title  to  the  tide  lands  equally  with  the  title  to  the  upland,  but 
with  respect  to  the  former  they  held  it  only  in  trust  for  the  future  States 
that  might  be  erected  out  of  such  territory. 

In  Shively  vs.  Bowlby  (152  United  States,  48)  Justice  Gray  re- 
iterated the  doctrine  of  Knight  against  United  States  and  Weber 
against  Harbor  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion  the  true  theory  is  that  the  Con- 
stitution applies  to  the  entire  domain  of  the  United  States,  and 
while  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  Territories  is  plenary,  this 
term  is  only  used  in  connection  with  the  Territorial  and  munici- 
pal government  which  must  be  conducted  under  the  authority  of 
Congress.  Congress  thus  possesses  a  power  over  the  Territories 
which  it  does  not  possess  over  the  States;  but  so  far  as  the  Fed- 
eral powers  are  concerned,  they  operate  equally  over  the  States 
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and  Territories  and  are  to  be  exercised  with  regard  to  the  prohi- 
bitions and  limitations  of  the  Constitution. 

This  is  stated  in  National  Bank  vs.  County  of  Yankton  (101 
U.  S.),  in  which  Chief  Justice  Waite,  after  stating  that  Territo- 
ries are  but  political  subdivisions  of  the  outlying  domain  of  the 
United  States,  said,  with  reference  to  the  organic  law  of  a  Terri- 
tory: 

It  is  obliRatoi-y  on  and  binds  the  Territorial  authorities,  bnt  Congress  is 
supreme,  and  for  tlie  purposes  of  this  department  of  its  governmental  au- 
thority has  all  the  powers  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  except  such  as 
have  been  expressly  or  by  implication  reserved  iu  the  prohibitions  of  the 
Constitution. 

In  Reynolds  vs.  United  States  (98  U.  S.,  1G2)  the  court  saj-s: 

Congress  can  not  pass  a  law  for  the  government  of  the  Territories  which 
shall  prohibit  the  free  exorcise  of  religion.  The  first  amendment  to  the  C'ou- 
stitution  expressly  forbids  such  legislation. 

In  Springville  vs.  Thomas  (108  U.  S.,  707)  the  court  says: 

In  our  opinion  the  seventh  amendment  secured  unanimity  in  finding  a 
verdictas  an  essential  feature  of  trial  by  jury  in  common-law  cases.  The  act 
of  Congress  could  not  impart  the  power  tochange  the  constitutional  rule  and 
could  not  be  treated  as  attempting  to  do  so. 

In  Thompson  vs.  Utah  (170  U.  S.,  346)  Justice  Harlan  said: 

That  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  relating  to  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  in  stiits  at  common  law  apply  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  is  no  longer  an  open  question. 

In  Mvirphj'  vs.  Ramsey  (114  U.  S.,  15)  the  court  says: 

Tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  as  sovei-eign  owners  of  the  national  Ter- 
ritories, have  supreme  power  over  them  and  their  inhabitants.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  this  sovereign  dominion  they  are  represented  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  all  the  powers  of  the  Government  over  that  sub- 
ject have  been  delegated,  subject  only  to  such  restrictions  as  are  expi*essed 
in  the  Constittition  or  are  necessarily  implied  in  its  terms. 

Now,  sir,  it  being  conceded  that  Puerto  Rico  is  a  part  of  the 
domain  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution  enjoining  that 
all  impost  taxes  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States, 
it  appears  to  me  that  this  bill  levying  impost  taxes  of  25  per  cent 
of  the  Dingley  tariff  rates  against  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise of  the  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico  is,  and  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  justice,  and  humanity  ought  to  be,  unconstitutional,  and  if 
the  bill  ever  passes  I  trust,  I  hope,  and  I  believe  the  courts  will 
declare  it  unconstitutional  and  absolutely  null  and  void. 

Mr.  RAY  of  New  York.     Will  the  gentleman  allow  a  question? 

Mr.  SCJLZER.     Yes;  if  it  is  not  too  long. 
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Mr.  EAY  of  New  York.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  boot  which  con- 
tains a  decision  oE  the  Supreme  Court  which  overrules  John 
Marshall. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Well,  God  forbid  that  you  should  ever  overrule 
him.  [Laughter.]  John  Marshall  was  one  of  the  greatest  jurists 
that  ever  sat  on  the  bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  this  matter,  with  all  due  respect  to  my  colleague  from  New 
York  and  the  book  lie  holds  in  his  hand,  I  prefer  to  follow  the 
judgment  of  John  Marshall. 

Mr.  BAY  of  New  York.  I  am  surprised  at  the  ignorance  of  gen- 
tlemen on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  some  on  this  side,  on  this 
question, 

Mr.  SULZER.  Well,  then,  I  will  say  that  no  one  is  sui-prised 
at  your  knowledge  of  the  law.  [Laughter  and  applause.]  And 
to  satisfy  you  I  will  now  admit  that  you  know  more  law  than  the 
Supreme  Court  ever  knew  or  ever  will  know. 

Mr.  NEVILLE.    Will  the  gentleman  yield  to  me  a  moment? 

Mr.  SULZER.    Yes;  certainly. 

Mr.  NEVILLE.  If  the  Republican  theory  is  correct,  that  the 
foreigners  pay  the  tax,  how  can  the  Republicans  claim  to  be  good 
Samaritans  and  at  the  same  time  impose  a  tax  on  the  Puerto 
Ricans? 

Mr.  SULZER.  That  is  an  ethical  question,  and  I  respectfully 
submit  it  to  my  good  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Payne]  ,  But 
let  me  tell  you  now  that  no  Republican  will  answer  it.  [Laugh- 
ter and  applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

Mr.  Chaii-man,  it  is  not  often  that  I  agree  with  the  President. 
In  a  political  way  we  differ  materially  in  regard  to  legislation 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  people;  but  in  regard  to  this  legisla- 
tion for  Puerto  Rico,  if  the  President  meant  what  h6  said  in  his 
annual  message  to  Congi'ess,  I  agree  with  him.  Let  me  read  what 
the  President  said  to  Congress  regarding  this  matter  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  session  of  Congress: 

It  is  our  plain  duty  to  abolish  all  customs  tariffs  between  the  CTnited  States 
and  Puerto  Bico  and  give  her  products  free  access  to  our  markets. 

This  he  said  was  necessary  because  the  island — • 

had  been  denied  the  principal  markets  she  had  long  enjoyed,  and  our  tariffs 
have  been  continued  against  her  products  as  when  she  was  under  Spanish 
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sovereignty:  that  the  markets  of  Spain  are  closed  to  her  prodnots  except 
upon  tei'ms  to  which  the  commerce  of  all  nations  is  subjected.  The  island  of 
Cuba,  which  used  to  buy  her  cattle  and  tobacco  without  customs  duties,  now 
imposes  the  same  duties  upon  these  products  as  from  any  other  country  en- 
tering her  ports.  She  has  therefore  lost  her  free  intercourse  with  Spain  and 
Cuba  without  any  compensating  benefits  in  this  market.  The  markets  of 
the  United  States  should  be  opened  up  to  her  products. 

The  Secretary  of  War  in  his  annual  report  uses  the  following 

language: 

The  highest  considerations  of  justice  and  good  faith  demand  that  we  should 
not  disappoint  the  confident  expectation  of  sharing  in  our  prosperity  with 
which  the  people  of  Puerto  Eico  so  gladly  transferred  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  we  should  treat  the  interest  of  this  people  as  our 
own;  and  I  wish  most  strongly  to  urge  that  the  customs  duties  between 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States  be  removed. 

And  as  late  as  the  19th  of  January,  the  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee,  Mr.  Payne,  declared  by  the  introduction 
of  House  bill  6883,  for  which  the  pending  bill  is  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute, against  the  policy  of  this  bUl  and  in  favor  of  free  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Now,  sir,  I  concur  in  the  recommendations  of  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  War,  that  it  is  our  plain  duty  not  toenactatarifE 
law  against  Puerto  Eico,  but  give  her  products  free  access  to  our 
markets;  and  that  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  the  highest  con- 
siderations of  justice  and  good  faith  demand  that  we  should  not 
disappoint  the  confident  expectations  of  the  poor  people  of  that 
beautiful  gem  of  the  Antilles— Puerto  Rico. 

If  this  bill  should  pass,  the  President  can  not  consistently  sign 
it,  if  he  were  honest  and  sincere  in  what  he  said  in  his  message  to 
Congress. 

The  overwhelming  sentiment  of  the  American  people  is  against 
tlie  passage  of  this  bUl,  and  in  the  face  of  that  sentiment  and  the 
President's  recommendation  to  Congress  1  would  like  some  Re- 
publican to  explain  to  me  and  the  country  the  reasons  why  the 
Republican  majority  in  this  House  are  resorting  to  every  con- 
ceivable expedient  to  enact  this  outrageous  and  unjust  measure 
into  law?     [Applause  on  the  Democratic  side.] 

When  this  Puerto  Rico  tariff  bill  was  introduced,  it  abolished 
all  customs  tariffs  between  that  island  and  the  United  States;  but 
when  it  was  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  it  raised  a  customs  barrier  of  25  per  cent  against  the 
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poor  people  of  Puerto  Rico.  Why  the  change?  Did  the  President 
ask  it?  Did  the  Secretary  of  War  ask  it?  Did  the  people  of  Puerto 
Rico  ask  it?  No;  absolutely  no!  The  people  of  the  island  of 
Puerto  Rico  strenuously  object  and  urgently  protest  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  President  has 
not  changed  his  mind,  although  we  know  from  experience  that 
mind  is  like  a  weather  vane,  changing  with  every  puflf  of  political 
■wind. 

Why,  then,  was  the  change  made?  Well,  it  is  said,  and  not  de- 
nied, that  the  majority  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  made 
this  change  at  the  request  of  the  sugar  trust,  the  tobacco  trust, 
and  the  whisky  trust.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  truth  about  the 
matter. 

The  agents  of  the  trusts  dictated  this  unjust  discrimination 
against  the  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  seem  to  have  more  power 
and  more  influence  here  than  the  American  people.  You  dare  not 
disobey  the  trusts.  They  own  and  control  the  Republican  party. 
They  are  in  the  saddle  and  they  are  riding  the  Republican  party 
to  destruction.  They  make  you  sneer  at  the  will  of  the  people; 
they  make  you  laugh  at  law  and  public  opinion;  they  make  you 
violate  the  imperative  injunctions  of  the  Constitution  in  order  to 
obey  their  selfish  dictates  of  sordid  greed. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  like  to  ask  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Payne]  ,  the  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  what 
he  would  do  if  the  agents  of  the  trusts  should  come  here  and  de- 
mand a  tarifE  of  25  per  cent  against  the  goods  and  merchandise  of 
the  people  of  New  York,  or  the  people  of  Illinois,  or  the  people  of 
Oklahoma?  Wonld  he  dare  pass  a  bill  laying  tribute  on  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  people  of  those  States?  I  think  not.  Would  such  a 
bill  be  considered  just  or  constitutional?  I  think  not.  And  yet 
would  not  such  a  bill  be  just  as  reasonable,  just  as  sensible,  and 
just  as  constitutional  as  the  bill  now  under  consideration?  I  can 
see  no  material  diiference. 

The  case  seems  to  be  analogous.  As  the  Supreme  Court  has 
said,  all  impost  taxes  must  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  to-day  Puerto  Rico  is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the 
United  States  as  Alaska  or  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  my  opin- 
ion xhis  proposition  is  incontrovertible,  and  this  inhuman  discx-im- 
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Ination  against  the  poor  p3ople  of  Puerto  Rico  is  a  Republican 
outrage,  an  act  of  unparalleled  injustice,  a  shameful  protective- 
tariff  crime,  and  all  done  by  the  Republican  party  to  please  the 
sugar  trust,  to  placate  the  tobacco  trust,  and  to  parab'ze  the 
struggling  industries  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Pass  this  cruel,  this  heartless  bill,  and  what  will  the  1,000,000 
starving  human  beings  in  Puerto  Rico  think  of  us?  WOl  they  not 
wish  they  were  back  in  Spain?  "Will  it  not  be  a  just  cause  for  con- 
tinued complaint?  And  will  they  not  cry  out  against  the  injus- 
tice and  truthfully  say,  in  the  words  of  the  patriot  fathers,  "No 
taxation  without  representation?"  Spain  would  never  treat  on  e  of 
her  colonies  as  we  now  propose  to  treat  the  poor  Puerto  Ricans. 
What  will  the  people  down  there  think  of  our  boasted  civilization 
and  of  our  superior  free  institutions?  What  an  object  lesson  to 
the  world  this  bill  presents  of  Republican  duplicity,  Republican 
injustice,  and  Republican  subserviency  to  the  sordid  greed  of  the 
monopolistic  trusts. 

The  other  day  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenor]  ,  the 
spokesman  of  the  Administration,  said  regarding  this  bill  and  the 
islands  which  came  to  us  by  reason  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Spain: 

We  have  got  them,  and  we  are  goin?  to  take  care  of  them.  We  are  going 
to  make  all  the  money  out  of  the  transaction  we  can. 

That  sums  the  whole  question  up  in  a  single  sentence.  The 
Republican  party  is  going  to  make  all  the  money  out  of  the  trans- 
action it  can.  It  is  going  to  exploit  the  islands  ceded  to  us  by 
Spain  and  make  all  the  money  out  of  them  it  can.  This  is  not 
expansion;  it  is  imperialistic  piracy — the  meanest  and  most  inhu- 
man kind  of  robbery,  because  it  not  alone  beggars  the  present 
generation  but  entails  woe  and  misery  on  millions  yet  unborn, 
and  does  it  all  under  the  flag  of  the  Republic  and  in  the  name  of 
freedom  and  justice,  magnanimity  and  benevolent  assimilation. 
What  an  inspiring  spectacle  of  false  pretense  and  hypocrisy  the 
Republican  party  presents  to-day  in  its  unconstitutional  march 
to  empire! 

The  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico  are  an  intelligent,  honest,  peaceable, 
law-abiding  people.  Recently  they  were  visited  by  a  frightful 
hurricane  which  did  great  damage  to  the  property  of  the  island, 
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and  they  are  now  poor  and  sorely  diatiesssd.  We  should,  if  we 
are  true  to  ourselves,  give  to  them  instead  of  taking  from  them. 
Governor-General  Davis,  in  his  last  report  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, said: 

I  regard  free  trade  between  Puerto  Rico  and  the  United  States  as  a  neces- 
sity. 

Pass  this  bill  to  loot  them,  and  in  all  the  years  to  come  what  will 
they  think  of  ua?  The  Republican  party  has  deprived  them  of  self- 
government  and  given  them  a  military  government.  They  have 
no  representation  here.  Under  Spanish  rule  they  were  represented 
by  twelve  representatives  and  four  senators  in  the  Spanish 
Cortes.  They  had  their  own  local  legislature  and  absolute  home 
rule.  Why,  under  the  circumstances,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  is  fair  and  just  and  decent,  should  we  now  tax  them  and  rob 
them  of  the  little  they  have?  Have  we  made  their  condition  bet- 
ter or  worse? 

Have  we  liberated  them  from  monarchical  tyranny  only  to  en- 
slave them  in  industrial  oppression?  The  poor  people  of  Puerto 
Rico  will  speak,  and  the  great  heart  of  the  Republic  will  answer 
and  respond  in  the  coming  campaign.  The  American  people  will 
never  repeat  in  the  dying  year  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
crimes  and  the  blunders  of  George  the  Third  in  the  closing  years 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  We  have  not  forgotten  our  past.  The 
spirit  of  17TG  still  lives,  and  the  American  people  will  ere  long 
again  vindicate  the  immortal  principles  enunciated  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  In  the  sisterhood  of  States  there  must  be 
no  stepdaughters.  The  flag  we  all  love  must  not  be  used  as  a 
cloak  to  rob  and  oppress  our  fellow-citizens  at  the  dictation  of  the 
trusts  and  to  bolster  up  the  falling  Republican  protective  tariflf 
fallacy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  speak  earnestly  on  this  subject.  My  sympathy 
is  with  the  struggling  citizens  of  Puerto  Rico.  I  want  to  extend 
to  them  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  under  the  folds  of  the 
American  flag  and  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  the  land  welcome  them 
into  the  Federal  Union.  I  want  to  help  them,  and  not  injure 
them.  I  want  to  save  them,  and  not  destroy  them.  I  want  them 
to  love  the  Union,  not  hate  us  and  despise  our  institutions. 

I  want  to  keep  faith  with  them  and  do  unto  them  as  we  would 
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that  others  shonld  do  unto  us.  The  act  you  do  to-day  is  a  crim- 
inal act  of  Republican  spoliation,  and  the  conseq^uences  will  be 
more  far-reaching  and  more  destructive  than  you  now  imagine, 
it  is  another  step  in  your  mad  march  toward  imperialism  and  the 
subversion  of  our  free  institutions.  I  protest  against  it  with  all 
the  emphasis  I  can  command,  and  I  solemnly  warn  my  country- 
men that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Republic  will  be  de- 
stroyed if  the  wrongs  and  the  usurpations  of  the  Republican 
party  are  allowed  to  go  unheeded,  iinchecked,  and  unrebulced. 

The  manhood  of  this  countrj'  must  speak  out,  the  greau  con- 
science of  America  must  find  voice,  the  citizenship  of  the  Repub- 
lic must  assert  itself,  ere  it  be  too  late  and  ere  all  is  lost.  Let  us 
be  honest,  let  ua  be  fair,  let  us  be  just,  let  us  be  true  to  our  past, 
true  to  ourselves,  and  it  will  follow  like  the  night  the  day  we  can 
not  then  be  false  to  any  citizen  in  all  the  broad  domain  of  our 
great  and  glorious  Republic. 

In  the  contest  which  is  now  on  between  the  Republic  and  the 
empire  I  take  my  stand  with  the  people  against  empire  and  in 
favor  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Republic.  Ours  is  the  great  Re- 
public, the  beacon  light  of  the  world,  the  refuge  of  the  oppressed 
of  every  clime,  the  home  for  the  downtrodden  of  cverj-  laud,  and 
it  is  incumbent  and  a  sacred  and  imperative  duty  on  those  who 
are  here  and  enjoying  the  inestimable  blessings  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions to  see  to  it  that  the  Government  of  Jefferson,  of  Jackson, 
and  of  Lincoln  does  not  perish  from  the  earth.  [Loud  applause  on 
the  Democratic  side.] 
41  r9 

O 


THE  NEW  POST-OFFICE  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 

OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


Tuesday,  Marcli  3,  1903. 


1903. 


SPEECH 

or 

HON.     WILLIAM     SULZEE 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (S.  6702)  granting  a  pension 
to  Emily  Lawrence  Becd — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  not  my  intention  to  discuss  the  merits  of  tlie 
pending  pension  bill,  save  to  say  that  it  will  have  my  sincere  sup- 
port and  that  I  trust  it  will  pass  the  House  without  opposition. 
My  purpose  now,  sir,  in  accepting  the  time  courteously  yielded  to 
me  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Richardson]  is  to  fix 
the  responsibility  for  the  elimination  of  the  §3,000,000  appropria- 
tion in  the  sundry  civil  bill  to  purchase  a  site  for  a  new  post- 
office  in  the,  city  of  New  York.  I  want  the  people  who  are  most 
interested  in  this  post-office  matter  to  understand  the  situation 
here,  and  I  believe  when  they  dothey  vrill  not  blame  the  Represent- 
atives in  Congress  from  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  delays  and 
the  failures  which  thus  far  have  attended  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  conferees'  report  on  the  sundry  civil 
bill  was  before  the  House  for  approval  a  little  while  ago  I  en- 
deavored to  get  a  few  minutes'  time  from  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Cannon]  ,  who  controlled  all  the  time,  to  briefly  ex- 
press my  opinion  and  voice  the  sentiments  of  my  constituents 
regarding  the  appropriation  for  the  new  post-office  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  I  had  been  infonned  that  the  appropriation  for 
$3,000,000  put  in  that  bill  at  our  request  by  the  Senate  would  be 
held  in  the  bill  by  the  House  conferees,  and  I  only  learned  after 
the  conferees  had  agreed  that  the  appropriation  of  $3,000,000  to 
purchase  the  site  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  new  post-office 
building  had  been  stricken  out.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  de- 
clined to  let  me  be  heard  then.  He  did  not  want  the  matter  dis- 
cussed, and  I  was  denied  the  right  to  ba  heard.  The  gentleman 
from  Illinois  declined  at  that  time  to  give  me  a  moment's  time, 
and  I  am  compelled  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say 
briefly  what  I  wish  to  say  regarding  this  matter. 

The  city  of  New  York,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in 
part  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  is  the  richest  city  in  the  world, 
the  most  populous  city  on  this  continent,  and  the  metropolis  of 
our  country.  Every  citizen  in  aU  our  land  has  every  reason  to 
feel  a  just  pride  in  the  commercial  greatness  of  the  Empire  City, 
and  it  seems  to  be  a  remarkable  fact  and  a  most  humiliating  con- 
dition of  affairs  here  that  no  matter  what  the  great  city  of  New 
York  wants  or  how  badly  something  there  is  needed,  it  can  have 
no  relief,  it  can  get  no  aid  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
The  greatest  city  in  our  country  is  and  always  has  been  studiously 
ignored  by  the  National  Legislature.  The  way  we  are  treated 
here  is  an  outrage,  and  I  say  it  has  got  to  stop. 

For  years,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  New  York  City  have  been 
making  a  determined,  but  a  fruitless,  effort  to  get  a  new  post- 
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oflBce,  and  the  Representatives  of  that  city  in  this  House,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  month  in  and  month  out,liave  done  everything 
in  their  power  to  secure  the  necessary  legislation;  but  all  in  vain. 
We  have  pleaded  and  begged  and  appealed,  but  without  avail. 
Congress  seems  to  be  deaf  to  the  supplications  of  the  first  city  in 
the  land.  The  hxtmblest  hamlet  in  any  State  can  get  a  Federal 
building  or  a  magnificent  poet-office  for  the  mere  asking,  but  New 
York  City  can  not  have  simple  justice  in  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
urgency  and  necessity  and  that  affects  more  or  less  eveiy  other 
part  of  our  entire  country  and  ^1  the  people.  It  is  strange;  but, 
then,  there  is  a  reason  for  it. 

The  present  post-office  building  in  the  city  of  New  York  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  Federal  Government.  It  is  old,  damp,  worn-out, 
overcrowded,  and  dilapidated.  It  is  totally  unfit  to  properly 
transact  its  immense  postal  business.  It  was  built  many  years 
ago,  and  its  usefulness  is  now  practically  a  thing  of  the  past. 
.  New  York  City  to-day  is  more  in  need  of  better  post-office  facili- 
ties than  any  other  city  in  the  United  States.  This  old  post-office 
building  away  down  town  is  wholly  inadequate,  and  has  been  so 
for  years,  to  properly  handle  and  distribute  the  vast  amount  of 
mail  that  comes  in  and  goes  out  of  the  great  metropolis.  It  is 
damp  and  dirty  and  dingy.  It  is  cramped  and  clammy  and  un- 
healthy. The  Government  employees  there,  compelled  to  work 
underground,  are  daily  endangering  their  health  and  risking  their 
lives,  and  are  so  crowded  for  lack  of  space  and  necessary  room 
that  it  is  impossible  to  expedite  the  distribution  of  important  mail 
matter;  and  this  deplorable  situation  affects,  I  say,  not  only  the 
people  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  the  people  all  over  the  coun- 
try, because  it  is  well  known  that  New  York  City  is  our  greatest 
postal  distributer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  post-office  of  New  York  City  pays  the  Govern- 
ment an  immense  revenue  profit  every  year;  more,  I  believe,  than 
any  other  three  cities  in  the  land  and  more  than  many  States  of 
the  Union.  The  net  annual  revenue  from  the  New  York  City 
post-office  is  about  $6,000,000,  and  increasing  more  and  more 
every  year.  With  these  apparent  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  it 
is  a  shame,  in  my  judgment,  that  for  this  reason  or  that  excuse 
it  has  been  absolutely  impiossible  for  the  people  of  New  York  City, 
or  their  representatives  in  Congress,  to  get  Congress  to  remedy 
the  postal  evils  in  New  York  City  and  give  the  people  there  a 
post-office  that  will  reflect  credit  on  the  Federal  Government  and 
facilitate  the  distribution  of  the  mails. 

It  is  well  known,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  those  members  familiar  with 
this  question  that  after  several  years  of  weary  effort  and  arduous 
struggle  we  finally  succeeded  in  getting  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  of  this  House  to  pass  a  law  merely  ap- 
pointing a  commission  composed  of  the  Postmaster-General,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney-General  to  go  to 
New  York  City  and  select  a  suitable  site  for  the  new  post-office 
building.  No  appropriation  to  pay  for  the  site  was  made  in  this 
law,  because  we  were  told  such  a  proposition  was  unheard  of  and 
contrary  to  precedent,  and  that  no  appropriation  was  ever  made 
by  Congress  until  the  site  was  selected,  and  that  just  so  soon  as 
the  site  was  selected  Congress  would  forthwith  appropriate  all 
necessary  money  to  pay  for  the  same  and  to  begin  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building. 
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That  is  all  we  could  then  do,  and  so  we  waited  patiently  for 
the  commission  to  get  to  work  and  select  the  site.  For  some 
occult  reason,  inscrutable  to  the  uninitiated,  no  doubt,  the  com- 
mission seemed  to  be  dilatory,  and  for  months  did  nothing.  Some 
unknown,  intangible,  mysterious  agency  was  at  work  to  thwart 
the  will  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  prevent  the 
commission  from  speedily  selecting  a  proper  site;  but  everything 
comes  to  an  end  and  to  those  that  wait,  and  just  before  this  Con- 
gress was  about  to  adjourn  the  commission  sent  to  us  what  per- 
ported  to  be  its  report  regarding  the  selection  of  the  site.  We 
could  do  nothing  but  wait,  we  were  told  over  and  over  again,  un- 
til the  commission  made  its  report.  We  were  powerless.  The 
report,  however,  came  at  last.  It  was  sent  here  only  a  few  days 
ago,  after  the  sundry  civil  bill,  which  had  to  carry  the  appropria- 
tion, had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  was  in  the 
Senate.  Was  this  by  design?  But,  nevertheless,  just  so  soon  as  the 
report  came  to  Congress  we  went  to  work,  and  after  much  effort 
succeeded  in  getting  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  consent  to  put  in  the  bill  in  the  Senate  an  appropriation  for 
two  millions  to  purchase  tlie  site  and  be^n  to  do  something. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  the  site  selected  is  not  to  the  liking  of  the 
people  of  New  York  City.  It  is  in  the  most  out-of-the-way  place, 
and  was  selected,  I  am  told, .to  placate  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
But  be  that  as  it  may,  we  got  the  appropriation  on  the  bill  in  the 
Senate  and  began  to  look  forward  with  some  degree  of  expectancy 
to.  the  beginning  of  the  new  post-office  in  our  city  that  would  re- 
flect credit  on  the  Government  and  be  commensurate  with  the 
wealth,  the  population,  and  the  commercial  supremacy  of  our 
metropolis.  Btit,  alas,  again  we  were  doomed  to  sorrowful  dis- 
appointment. The  distinguished  gentleman  from  IlUnois  and  his 
coUeagnes  from  Indiana  and  Arkansas,  composing  the  conference 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  who  have  not  a  city  in  their 
districts  with  a  population  as  large  as  that  contained  in  the  small- 
est borough  of  New  York  City,  did  not  think  the  time  was  quite 
at  hand  for  the  Government  to  pay  for  the  site  or  to  begin  the 
building.  The  site  might  be  changed,  don't  you  know.  And, 
again,  it  might  not  be  suitable  after  all.  But  if  it  were  to  be  the 
site  finally,  nothing  could  be  done  until  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road got  its  tunnel  into  the  city  and  the  excavations  made  for 
its  terminal.  Besides  this.  Congress  had  appropriated  enough 
money — over  a  billion  and  a  half  of  dollars — and  it  wus  time 
enough  anyway  to  consider  this  in  the  next  Congress. 

And  then,  again,  New  York  City  is  too  far  away  from  the  dis- 
tricts of  these  gentlemen  for  them  to  know  much  about  this  site 
or  to  care  much  about  it,  and  they  must  go  there  and  see  for 
themselves.  Perhaps  they  have  never  been  to  New  York  and 
want  to  go  there  semiofficially  and  find  out  a  little  about  it,  and 
learn  for  themselves  if  the  people  are  so  anxious  and  if  there  is 
an  imperative  need  of  a  new  post-office.  Then,  again,  another 
railroad  company  was  jealous  of  the  influence  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  wanted  a  site,  too,  forsooth.  It  protested.  And  so  the 
appropriation  went  out.  We  were  powerless.  We  did  all  we 
could.  Now,  I  am  informed,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  some  of  the  com- 
missioners designated  to  select  the  site  never  saw  the  site  finally 
agreed  on.  One  of  these  commissioners,  I  am  told,  was  never  in 
the  part  of  our  city  where  the  site  is  located.  But,  be  this  as  it 
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may,  I  care  not,  the  important  thing  now  that  I  wish  to  impress 
on  this  House  and  the  people  of  New  York  City,  is  that  the 
conferees  on  the  part  of  this  House,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Canjion]  ,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hemenwat]  , 
and  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  McRae]  ,  made  a  deter- 
mined fight  in  conference  to  strike. out  this  appropriation  of 
$3,000,000,  notwithstanding  our  pleading  and  piotest,  and  then 
when  they  brought  the  conference  report  back  into  the  House 
they  refused  to  give  a  New  York  member  the  opportimity  to  say  a 
eingle  word  in  explanation. 

Were  they  afraid  to  have  this  matter  discussed  in  the  open? 
Were  they  sensitive  to  criticism  which  they  knew  must  follow 
their  betrayal  and  inexplicable  action?  Or,  were  they  being 
used  merely  as  "cat's  paws"  of  conflicting  railroad  interests, 
that  would  rather  have  no  post-oflce  at  all  in  New  York  City,  un- 
less it  can  be  placed  where  they  desire?  I  want  the  people  of 
New  York  City  to  understand  that  the  reason  this  appropriation 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  cause  for  the  delay  in  getting  the  new 
post-office  and  better  postal  facilities,  is  the  great  railroad  inter- 
ests at  stake,  which  have  not  yet  been  harmonized,  and  until 
their  wishes  are  complied  with  the  people  must  wait. 

While  the  conflict  of  railroad  interests  has  been  going  on 
"  dust  has  been  thrown  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,"  and  everything 
has  been  done  to  retard  this  great  public  necessity,  and  I  say  now 
to  the  newspapers  of  New  York  City  and  to  the  people  there, 
some  of  whom  have  wondered,  no  doubt,  why  their  representatives 
were  unable  to  get  this  appropriation  for  the  new  post-office,  that 
we  never  will  be  able  to  get  it  until  the  conflicting  railroad  and 
other  selfish  and  personal  interests  are  satisfied  and  withdraw 
their  opposition.  This  is  the  truth  and  all  there  is  about  it. 
While  the  conflict  rages  as  to  where  the  new  post-office  site  shall  be 
and  which  corporation  will  benefit  the  most  by  it,  everything  will 
remain  at  a  practical  standstill,  and  there  will  be  in  our  city  no  new 
iwst-ofiice.  Let  the  great  metropolitan  newspapers  look  beneath 
the  surface  in  this  matter  and  they  will  have  no  difficulty  in  fix- 
ing the  responsibility.  I  do  not  care  to  indulge  in  further  criti- 
cism, although  I  could,  or  censure  those  who  have  stood  in  the 
way,  although  any  man  familiar  with  the  circumstances  involved 
in  this  long  delay,  who  has  witnessed  the  cunningand  the  chican- 
ery of  the  agents  here  of  selfish  interests  and  the  manipulations 
which  have  been  going  on  for  years  regarding  this  very  important 
matter,  knows  as  much  about  it  as  I  do,  and  I  trust  the  press  of 
New  York  City  will  look  into  the  matter  a  little  deeper  than  they 
have  heretofore  and  place  the  responsibility  where  it  justly  be- 
longs. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  to  say  again  in  conclusion  in  behalf  of  my  col- 
leagues of  New  York  City  that  they  are  not  responsible — they  have 
done  all  in  their  power,  no  men  could  do  more — but  the  sad  truth 
is  we  are  in  a  hopeless  minority  and  impotent  to  legislate  for  our 
city  except  with  the  consent  of  the  majority;  and  thatmajority — 
the  Republicans — will  do  nothing  for  the  Democratic  city  of  New 
York,  especially  if  it  will  conflict  with  the  grasping  greed  of 
monopoly  and  the  sordid  interests  of  the  railroads  that  want  the 
new  post-office  site  located  at  their  terminals  or  not  at  all,  and 
their  agents  here  have  apparently  more  influence  vrith  the  Re- 
publican majority  in  Congress  than  the  just  demands  of  all  the 
people  of  New  York  City  and  their  representatives  included. 
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CUBAN    RECIPROCITY. 


The  Democratic  Party  is  in  favor  of  reducing  taxes 
on  the  necessaries  of  life. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER. 

OF   NEW  YORK, 


HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


Thursday,  November  19, 1903. 


WA^SHINGTOM. 

1903. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.  WILLIAM   SULZER. 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  and 
having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  1921)  to  carry  into  effect  a  conven- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Cuba,  signed  on  the  llth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  1903— 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  CH.41RMAN:  The  Cuban  reciprocity  bill,  now  under  consid- 
eration in  this  House,  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I  shall 
vote  for  it  for  that  reason. 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  I  am  in  favor  of  reciprocity — not 
halfway  reciprocity,  not  pretended  reciprocity,  but  true,  real 
reciprocity;  Democratic  reciprocity,  that  vnll  accomplish  some- 
thing for  the  consumer;  reciprocity  that  will  mean  something  to 
our  manufacturers;  reciprocity  that  will  continue  to  develop  and 
build  up  our  growing  trade  in  a  greater  commercial  way  with  all 
our  neighbors  on  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  give  us  a  more 
commanding  trade  position  of  a  reciprocal  character  Avith  Canada, 
Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  and  the  Central  and  South  American 
States.  We  need  the  raw  material  and  we  want  the  products  of 
these  countries.  They  want  our  manufactured  goods.  True  and 
honest  reciprocity  with  them  will  benefit  our  manufacturers,  help 
our  consumers,  and  be  of  inestimable  advantage  to  those  countries 
and  their  industrious  inhabitants.  "Live  and  let  live ' '  should  be 
our  national  motto  regarding  trade  and  commerce. 

Reciprocity  along  these  lines  is  true  tariff  reform,  a  bright  har- 
binger of  better  commercial  days,  a  firm  step  forward  in  the  right 
direction,  and  the  knitting  together  in  closer  ties  of  political 
friendship  and  more  amicable  trade  relations  of  all  the  people  in 
North  and  South  America. 

Let  me  saj'  now  that  this  bill  is  not  perfect.  It  does  not  go  far 
enough  to  meet  my  sanguine  expectations.  I  indulged  the  hope 
of  better  things  from  the  Republicans  in  this  House,  and  believed 
that  they  would  rise  to  the  occasion,  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  American  people,  meet  the  Cubans  half- 
way, and  deal  fairly  and  honestly  and  justly  with  Cuba,  so  that 
true  reciprocal  trade  relations  would  for  all  time  be  firmly  estab- 
lished between  the  two  Republics. 

It  is  a  matter,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  regretted,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  this  bill  can  not  now  be  amended  and  perfected  by  the  real 
friends  of  reciprocity  in  this  House  who  want  to  help  Cuba  on- 
ward and  upward,  and  at  the  same  time  benefit  our  manufactur- 
ers and  consumers.  But  the  political  oligarchy  that  controls  the 
proceedings  in  the  House  of  Representatives  has  decreed  other- 
wise, and  we  are  compelled  to  take  this  bUl  with  all  its  imperfec- 
tions, with  all  its  limitations,  and  with  all  its  meager  concessions, 
just  as  it  is. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  this  discussion  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  composed  of  three  Republican  Members  of  this  House, 
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brought  in  a  cast-iron  gag  mle,  which  the  majority  adopted 
supinely  and  obsequiously,  notwithstanding  the  earnest  protest 
of  every  Democrat  here  assembled.  The  adoption  of  this  rule 
makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  oflEer  an  amendment  to  this  measure, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  few  days'  debate  forces  us  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  bill  just  as  it  came  from  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee. We  are  prevented  from  perfecting  the  bill.  We  are 
shut  off  from  offering  a  single  amendment.  Any  motion  is 
quickly  ruled  "  out  of  order,"  and  we  must  take  the  bill  or  leave 
it,  just  as  a  few  EepubUcans  on  the  committee  which  reported  it 
desire. 

Such  a  proceeding  is  a  travesty  on  intelligent  legislation,  violates 
all  parliamentary  precedent,  and  makes  a  farce  of  the  popular 
branch  of  the  lawmaking  power. 

I  protest  against  this  tyrannical  rule.  It  makes  the  Members  of 
this  House  mere  automatons,  legislation  here  a  laughingstock, 
and  representative  government  a  stumbling-block.  We  have  388 
Members  in  this  House,  and  385  of  them  by  virtue  of  these  gag 
rules  are  simply  figureheads.  We  sit  here  day  in  and  day  out 
simply  to  vote  now  and  then  "  yea  "  or  "  nay. ' '  We  are  the  play- 
things of  a  legislative  triumvirate.  This  Committee  on  Rules, 
composed  of  the  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Dalzell]  ,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenoe]  ,  prac- 
tically runs  the  House.  These  three  Members  are  omnipotent — 
we  propose  and  they  dispose.  That  is  about  all  there  is  to-day  to 
the  historic  House  of  Representatives.  We  might  as  well  stay 
home  and  delegate  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  the  little  privilege 
we  have  left,  to  cast  our  votes.  The  House  of  Representatives  is 
no  longer  a  deliberative  body.  It  is  the  creature  of  this  legisla- 
tive triumvirate.  We  have  no  chance  to  construct  legislation; 
no  opportunity  to  perfect  contemplated  laws.  If  we  have  ability 
and  desire  to  initiate  and  have  considered  legislation  demanded 
by  our  constituents  and  the  people  generally,  we  can  not  do  so. 
A  minority  Member  has  to-day  no  opportunity  in  this  House,  and 
a  majority  Member  very  little.  No  other  parliamentary  body  in 
the  world  would  tolerate  the  gag-act  proceedings  of  the  three  Re- 
publican Members  of  the  anomalous  Committee  on  Rules.  It  is 
a  disgrace  to  our  manhood,  an  insult  to  our  intelligence,  an  as- 
sault on  our  legislative  rights,  a  blow  to  parliamentary  govern- 
ment, and  a  perversion  of  the  Constitution.  How  much  longer 
shall  we  submit  to  it?  How  much  longer  shall  this  triumvirate 
continue?  For  one,  I  am  tired  of  it.  I  cry  out  against  it,  and  say 
it  must  be  stopped.  It  can  be  stopped  if  we  assert  our  rights  and 
have  the  courage  to  maintain  them. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  this  and  I  mean  it — I  shall  continue  to  say  it 
just  so  long  as  the  Republican  gag  rule  is  enforced.  I  wanted  to 
ofiEer  several  amendments  to  this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  I  vsrished 
to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the  tariff  tax  one-half  on  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  going  into  Cuba  from  this  country  or 
coming  into  this  country  from  Cuba.  This  bill  proposes  a  reduc- 
tion of  20  per  cent  of  existing  tariff  taxes.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  50 
per  cent  reduction.  That  would  be  little  enough,  and  it  would 
do  some  good  and  mean  real  reciprocity.  Here  is  an  opportunity 
to  secure  genuine  reciprocity.  I  want  to  offer  this  amendment 
making  the  tariff-tax  reduction  50  per  cent  instead  of  30  per  cent, 
as  proposed  in  the  bill,  but  the  Republicans  refuse  to  permit 
me  to  do  it.  Why?  Because  they  fear  it  might  be  agreed  to,  and 
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that,  forsooth,  would  hurt  some  sheltered  monopoly  intrenched 
behind  their  high  protective-tarifif  walls.  How  much  longer  will 
the  American  people  be  deceived  by  Republican  hypocrisy  regard- 
ing the  tarifE-made  trusts? 

In  the  second  place,  I  intended  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  striking  out  the  differential  and  eliminating  the  color  restric- 
tion now  in  the  present  law  on  sugar  imjMrted  into  this  country 
from  Cuba.  If  this  were  done,  there  would  be  no  shelter  to  monop- 
oly, competition  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  would  be  free  and  un- 
trammeled,  and  the  price  of  sugar  to  the_  consumer  materially  re- 
duced. Sugar  is  one  of  the  necessaries  "of  life.  Its  price  is  one 
of  the  great  items  of  household  expenses  to  every  family  in  the 
land.  There  is  a  tariS  tas  of  about  $7  a  barrel  on  sugar  under 
the  present  law.  This  tax  is  a  hunger  tax.  It  is  a  Republican 
tariff  tax.  The  consumer  pays  it.  It  should  be  repealed.  There 
should  be  no  tax  on  sugar.  If  this  tax  were  taken  off,  the  price 
of  s\igar  in  this  country  to  the  cons\imer  would  be  reduced  about 
one-half — quite  an  item  of  expense  to  every  household.  Here  is 
an  opportunity  to  give  cheaper  sugar  to  the  consumers  of  our 
country,  but  the  Republicans  oppose  it  and  decline  to  pennit  us 
to  offer  the  amendment  for  fear  it  will  be  adopted.  You  are 
afraid  to  go  on  record  on  this  question.  What  a  spectacle!  The 
Democratic  party  is  in  favor  of  reducing  taxes  on  the  necessaries 
of  life.  The  Republican  party  is  opposed  to  all  tariff-tax  reduc- 
tion, even  where  the  tariff  shelters  monopoly.  No  tinkering  with 
the  tariff  is  the  mandate  of  the  Republican  party  even  where 
trust-made  goods  are  sold  by  tariff-protected  industries  cheaper 
in  foreign  countries  than  at  home.  The  tariff  is  a  tax  on  con- 
sumption, and  the  consumer  pays  the  tax.  This  high  protective 
tariff  qtiestion,  which  robs  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few, 
is  one  of  the  leading  issues  between  the  Democratic  and  Repub- 
lican parties,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  people  in  the  next  na- 
tional campaign  for  their  decision. 

Another  amendment,  sir,  I  proposed  to  offer  to  this  bill  is  to  the 
effect  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  going  into  Cuba 
from  the  United  States,  or  coming  into  this  country  from  Cuba, 
shall  be  carried  in  American  or  Cuban  ships — built  in  Cuba  or  the 
United  States,  carrying  the  American  or  the  Cuban  flag,  and 
manned  by  Cuban  or  American  sailors.  If  this  amendment 
were  adopted  it  would  do  something  to  aid  the  restoration  of 
the  American  merchant  marine.  Republican  policies  have 
driven  Am.erican  ships  and  the  American  flag  from  the  high 
seas. 

Here  is  an  opportunity,  to  some  extent,  to  restore  the  flag  to 
the  ocean,  but  the  Republicans  refuse  to  permit  me  to  offer  the 
amendm.ent.  Why?  Because  the  Republican  Members  would 
not  dare  to  go  ori  record  in  this  House  against  restoring  the 
American  flag  and  American  ships  to  the  high  seas.  What  a 
spectacle  of  commercial  selfishness,  monopolistic  greed,  and  po- 
litical shortsightedness  the  Republican  party  in  this  House  pre- 
sents to-day!  The  Republican  Members  of  the  House  do  not  dare 
to  go  on  record  against  these  suggested  amendments.  They  seek 
refuge  in  the  gag  rule  of  the  legislative  triumvirate,  which  pro- 
tects them  from  going  on  record,  and  makes  legislation  in  this 
House  a  sham  and  a  farce.  The  Republicans  are  in  the  majority 
here.  They  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  this  condition  of 
affairs.    Tbe  minority  Members  are  precluded  from  offering  a 
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single  amendment.  We  are  compelled  to  vote  for  or  against  this 
bill  just  as  it  comes  from  the  committee.  It  is  an  outrage,  and  I 
protest  against  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  prevented 
from  offering  the  amendments  I  have  referred  to,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  vote  for  this  bill  on  the  theory  that  half  a  loaf  is  better 
than  no  bread,  and  that  a  step  in  the  right  direction  is  better  than 
standing  still.  I  believe  that  reciprocal  commerce  between  this 
country  and  Cuba  and  Canada  and  our  immediate  neighbors  in 
Central  and  South  America  should  be  as  free  and  untrammeled 
as  possible,  consistent  with  the  needs  of  revenue  for  economical 
governmental  administration,  and  with  a  view  of  not  disturbing 
honest  industry  or  legitimate  effort  among  our  own  producers 
and  manufacturers.  I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  have  reciprocity  with  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  with 
Mexico,  with  the  West  Indies,  and  with  all  the  Central  and  South 
American  Republics.  We  should  make  it  to  the  interest  of  these 
countries  to  trade  with  us,  and  the  self-interest  established  by 
reciprocal  trade  wiU  ever  constitute  the  strongest  tie  of  lasting 
friendship,  of  permanent  peace,  and  of  material  prosperity  for  all 
concerned. 

Last  spring,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  visited  Cuba,  and  was  greatly 
impressed  by  all  I  saw  during  my  sojourn  there.  It  is  a  genial 
land  of  sunshine  and  shadow — a  veritable  wonderland — rich  in 
natural  resources  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice.  It  is  a  great 
field  for  the  man  who  wants  to  get  on  and  succeed.  No  one  need 
ever  be  hungry  in  Cuba.  Her  climate  is  ideal;  her  skies  more 
beautiful  than  Italy's;  her  days  an  everlasting  summer's  dream; 
her  air  the  most  healthful  in  the  world;  her  people  generous, 
courteous,  and  hospitable;  her  valleys  the  garden  of  the  Lord; 
her  landscape  so  beautiful  no  painter  can  picture  it  and  no  poet  ad- 
equately describe  it.  Cuba  is  the  land  of  perpetual  flowers,  of 
stately  royal  palms,  the  Bohemia  of  the  dreamer,  generous  in  trop- 
ical fruits,  the  home  for  the  painter  and  the  poet,  the  paradise  of 
all  the  islands  of  the  sea — one  long,  harmonious,  brilliant,  inde- 
scribable mental  melody.  It  will  soon  become  the  greatest  win- 
ter resort  in  the  world.  As  Mr.  James  Gordon  Bennett  said  to 
me  in  Habana,  in  beauty,  climate,  and  scenery,  Cuba  far  sur- 
passes the  Riviera  or  any  other  part  of  the  Mediterranean.  I  was 
impressed  most  favorably  by  everything:  I  saw  in  Cuba.  The 
climate  so  dreamy  and  so  salubrious;  the  indescribable  beauty  of 
the  magnificent  scenery — odoriferous  forever  and  a  day  with  en- 
chanting and  entrancing  perfumes;  her  vast  undeveloped  re- 
sources; the  richness  of  the  soil;  her  quaint  towns  and  cities  and 
villages  resplendent  in  subdued  colors  of  pale  pink  and  lemon 
yellow  and  baby  blue — remindful  of  the  Orient — and  full  in  every 
place  with  historical  reminiscences  bringing  to  memory  myriads 
of  patriotic  thoughts  and  to  recollection  hundreds  of  heroic  deeds 
from  the  days  of  Columbus  to  the  present  time.  And  then  the 
quiet — the  peaceableness  of  her  people,  so  law-abiding  and  so  differ- 
ent from  the  helter-skelter  turmoil,  the  nervous  hurry,  and  the 
everlasting  rush  of  the  people  of  higher  latitudes. 

The  Cubans  have  many  problems  to  work  out  as  the  youngest 
Republic  in  the  world,  but  destiny  is  with  them  and  they  will 
solve  all  diflBculties  of  self-government  successfully.  I  have  no 
fears  for  the  Republic  of  Cuba.  It  has  taken  its  place  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  success,  happiness,  contentment,  and 
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prosperity  will  ever  follow  its  bright  new  flag;  and  tte  island 
country  will  as  the  years  come  and  go  become  greater  and  grander 
and  more  glorious — a  gladsome  demonstration  that  the  Cubans 
are  capable  of  self-government  and  have  the  ability  to  work  out 
unaided  and  alone  their  own  future. 

Tomas  Estrada  Palma  is  making  a  splendid  President  of  Cuba. 
Ho  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  His  administration  ia 
giving  general  satisfaction  among  all  the  people  throughout  the 
island,  and  under  his  sagacious  and  patriotic  guidance  the  Cuban 
Republic  is  moving  along  successfully  and  harmoniously.  Great 
credit  is  due  President  Pabna.  He  is  Cuba's  first,  and  will  go 
into  history  as  one  of  her  greatest,  Executives.  He  has  the  abso- 
lute confidence  of  everyone,  and  is  doing  an  enormous  woi-k  with 
a  quiet  heroism  that  commands  respect  and  speaks  more  eloquently 
than  words  for  Cuba's  radiant  future. 

The  Cubans  welcome  capital  from  the  States  to  invest  there  and 
encourage  in  every  way  in  their  power  northern  progress  and 
energy  and  enterprise.  They  know  it  is  to  their  advantage. 
They  realize  its  benefits.  They  see  what  Mr.  Van  Home  has  ac- 
complished in  two  years  for  their  country.  Ho  has  opened  up 
Cuba's  possibilities  vrith  a  wand  of  magic,  built  and  equijjped  a 
modern  railroad  from  the  west  to  the  east,  made  Habana  and  San- 
tiago walk  hand  in  hand— sister  provinces — added  millions  and 
millions  of  untold  wealth  to  her  values,  made  possible  thousands 
and  thousands  of  new  homes  and  new  towns,  annihilated  distance 
and  made  the  Cubans,  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other, 
united  and  one.  He  has  done  and  is  doing  a  wonderful  work  for 
Cuba.  No  one  who  has  not  been  there  can  fully  conceive  it.  But 
tbo  far-seeing  Cubans  fully  appreciate  it.  Mr.  Van  Home  is  to- 
day Cuba's  pioneer  of  progress,  the  advance  agent  of  her  coming 
higher  civilization,  the  helper  of  humanity,  the  guide  of  the  com- 
ing generations,  who  blazes  the  "trail  through  the  primeval  forests 
that  happiness  may  follow  his  handiwork. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  reiterate  what  I  have  frequently  said  be- 
fore on  this  floor,  that  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and  aUvays 
Tv'ill  bo  the  friend  of  Cuba.  The  Recokd  will  show  that  ever 
since  I  have  been  a  Member  of  this  Hou^e  I  liave  done  all  in  my 
power  for  the  Cuban  people.  I  am  glad  the  Cuban  Republic  has 
taken  her  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  May  success, 
happiness,  prosperity,  and  domestic  tranquillity  abide  with  her 
forever. 

The  time  is  at  hand,  nevertheless,  when  wo  must  live  up  to  our 
sacred  obligations  to  Cuba.  We  granted  her  the  freedom  and 
the  independence  promised.  We  have  launched  this  young  Re- 
public upon  the  ocean  of  nations,  and  said  to  all  the  world,  Cuba 
is  free  and  independent.  We  must  say  to  every  nation  slie  is  our 
creation — a  daughter  of  the  great  Republic— and  any  interference 
with  her  will  be  an  act  imfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

But  that  is  not  all.  We  must  grant  her  immediate  trade  relief. 
In  a  commercial  way  she  is  at  our  mercy.  This  is  not  her  fault — 
it  is  our  fault.  Congi'ess  has  made  it  practically  impossible  for 
Cuba  to  market  her  products  in  other  countries ;  they  must  be  sold 
here,  and  they  can  not  be  sold  in  this  country  at  present  except  at  a 
loss,  unless  our  tariff  law  is  repealed  or  modified.  This  must  be 
done  at  once — it  should  have  been  done  months  ago.  The  situa- 
tion is  serious  and  admits  no  further  delay.  The  people  want 
Congress  to  act,  and  our  honor  demands  the  immediate  enact- 
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ment  of  a  liberal  reciprocity  law.    We  must  keep  our  word — oiir 
faith  is  pledged. 

The  Eepublican  party  is  responsible  for  this  deplorable  com- 
mercial condition, .  The  Republican  party,  wedded  to  its  high 
protective-tariff  policy,  would  rather  see  the  commercial  destruc- 
tion of  Cuba  than  consent  to  reduce  its  present  system  of  out- 
rageous high-tariff  taxes. 

When  the  Congress  adopted  the  so-called  Piatt  amendment, 
which  I  am  glad  I  voted  against,  and  which,  in  my  judgment,  never 
should  have  been  adopted,  it  took  an  unfair  advantage  of  Cuba; 
but  when  the  amendment  finally  became  a  law  the  Cubans  ac- 
cepted it  in  good  faith,  and  at  our  request  wrote  it  into  their  con- 
stitution. By  virtue  of  that  amendment  Cuba  is  commercially  at 
our  mercy  to-day  and  unable  to  make  treaties  of  a  commercial 
character  with  other  nations.  Under  the  circumstances  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  now  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  grant  trade 
relief  to  Cuba,  so  that  her  prodticts  can  be  admitted  into  this 
country  and  sold  without  a  loss. 

So,  sir,  I  shall  vote  for  this  bill  because  I  am  in  favor  of  doing 
something  now  for  Cuba.  I  want  to  see  Cuba  prosperous.  Ivrill 
vote  for  any  measure  to  reduce  the  present  tariff  duties  between 
this  country  and  Cuba.  In  my  judgment  we  should  have  free 
trade  with  Cuba.  It  would  be  beneficial  to  us  and  advantageous 
to  the  Cubans.  It  would  help  the  people  of  both  countries,  com- 
mercially, financially,  and  politically.  [Applatise  on  the  Demo- 
cratic side.] 
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The  friends  of  the   letter   carriers'  bill  will  never  cease   thoir 
efforts  until  it  is  written  on  the  statute  books  of  our  country. 
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The  Honsa  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Umon,  and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  E.  13321)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  Post-OfiSce  Department  tor  the  fiscal  year 
endmg  June  30, 1905,  and  for  other  purposes- 
Mr.  SULZEE  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  move  to  strike  out  the  paragraph  under  con- 
sideration and  substitute  the  following,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to 
report. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  moves  to 
strike  out  the  paragraph  under  consideration,  and  offers  a  sub- 
stitute, which  the  Clerk  will  report. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Free-delivery  service:  For  pay  of  letter  carriers  in  offices  already  estab- 
lished, and  for  substitute  letter  carriers,  and  for  temporary  carriers  at  sum- 
mer rjsorts,  holiday,  election,  and  emerigencv  service,  $23,J!50,000.  Provided, 
hmoevet;  That  the  Postmaster-General  is  hereby  authoi-ized  in  his  discretion 
on  and  after  June  30, 190i,  to  pay  letter  carriers  in  cities  of  more  than  75,000 
population  for  the  first  year  of  service,  $600;  for  the  second  year  of  service, 
$800;  for  the  third  year  of  service,  $1,000;  for  the  fourth  year  of  service  and 
thereafter  $1,300;  and  after  June  30, 19W,  to  pay  letter  carriers  in  cities  of 
a  population  of  under  75,000  for  the  first  year  of  service,  $600;  for  the  second 
year  of  service,  $800;  for  the  third  year  of  service  and  thereafter,  $1,000. 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.  Mr.  Chairman,  against  that  I  make  the 
point  of  order  for  the  same  reason.  It  is  identically  the  same  pro- 
vision. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  makes  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.    On  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  be  heard. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  hear  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  on  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion  I  do  not  think 
the  point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Oversteeet]  is  well  taken  with  regard  to  this  provision.  The 
substitute  just  offered  by  myself  is  not  in  derogation  of  existing 
law  and  does  not  in  any  way  change  the  law  or  place  any  limita- 
tion upon  existing  law.  It  simply  gives  the  Postmaster-General 
a  discretionary  power  to  increase  the  pay  of  letter  carriers.  It  is 
not  mandatory  in  any  sense,  and  hence  it  does  not  violate  the  rule. 

It  provides  that  this  money  is  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  letter 
carriers-,  and  leaves  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  he  wants  to  increase  their  pay  or  not.  I  do  not  think  it 
comes  within  the  rule  of  the  House,  and,  in  my  judgment,  I  do 
not  think  the  point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
is  well  taken,  and  I  trust,  in  the  interest  of  fair  play  and  simple 
jvistice,  the  point  of  order  will  be  nverruled.  Let  us  be  fair;  let 
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lis  be  honest;  let  us  be  just;  and,  finally,  let  ns  pay  the  eflScient, 
hard-working  letter  carriers  decent  wages,  so  that  they  can  live 
like  honest,  hard-working,  respectable  American  citizens.  That 
is  all  I  want  to  say  now,  so  far  as  this  point  of  order  is  concerned. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  prepared  to  rule.  The  Chair 
■understands  that  the  salaries  of  letter  carriers  are  now  provided  by 
law.  The  amendments  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  California 
were  in  the  form  of  limitations;  the  present  amendment  alters 
the  existing  law  by  vesting  in  the  Postmaster-General  the  discre- 
tion to  pay  increased  salaries.  No  question  as  to  a  limitation 
arises.  It  is  a  positive  enactment,  changing  the  existing  law  pre- 
scribing the  salaries  and  vesting  in  the  Postmaster-General  the 
discretion  to  increase  them.  The  Chair  therefore  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  now  to  strike  out  the 
last  word,  in  order  to  get  recognition  to  say  what  I  want  to  say 
for  the  letter  carriers  of  our  country.  I  am  now,  always  have 
been,  and  always  will  be  their  friend.  For  many  years  the  letter 
carriers  have  been  endeavoring  to  get  fair,  just,  honest,  decent 
pay  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  people  of 
this  country,  who  are  reaUy  the  Government,  are  in  favor,  in  my 
■  opinion,  of  paying  the  letter  carriers  a  just  day's  pay  for  an  honest 
day's  work.  That  is  all  that  is  asked  for.  These  letter  carriers 
are  the  hardest  worked,  the  most  honest,  the  most  efficient,  the 
most  competent,  and  the  most  obliging,  courteous,  and  industrious 
employees  of  the  Government;  and  they  are  the  poorest  paid. 
Do  not  forget  that.  It  is  a  shame  the  way  these  men  are  com- 
pelled to  work  for  a  mere  pittance,  not  enough  to  keep  body  and 
Boul  together.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  this  great  and  wealthy  Republic. 
They  cannot  afford  to  bring  their  children  up  as  children  should 
be  reared,  and  properly  fed,  and  decently  clothed,  and  sent  to 
school,  so  that  they  will  make  honest  men  and  good  women  and. 
become  fearless  and  patriotic  citizens. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  received  thousands  and  thousands  of  pe- 
titions from  people  all  over  this  country  which  read  as  follows: 

Mr.  William  Sclzeb, 

House  of  Bepresentatives^  Washington^  D.  C. 

I  believe  that  the  letter  carriers  are  entitled  to  the  increase  of  pay  that 
they  so  earnestly  deaii'e.  Their  fajthfnlnesa,  integrity,  and  energy  in  trans- 
acting the  business  of  the  people  shonld  certainly  "be  recognized  and  re- 
warded, considering  the  fact  that  they  are  ill  paid  now.  They  BnfCer  mnch 
from  exposure,  are  docked  when  they  miss  a  day's  work,  and  there  are  no 
pensions  for  them. 

Otto  Bobt, 
100  St.  Marks  Place,  New  York  City. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  to  state  that  in  every  Congress  since  I  have 
been  here  a  biU  has  been  introduced  for  the  relief  of  the  letter 
carriers.  In  five  different  Congresses — namely,  the  Fifty-fourth, 
the  Fifty-fifth,  the  Fifty-sixth,  the  Fifty-seventh,  and  the  Fifty- 
eighth — I  had  the  honor  of  introducing  such  a  bill  myself,  and  I 
worked  as  hard  as  I  cotdd — before  the  committee,  with  Members 
of  the  House,  in  season  and  out  of  season — continually  to  get  a 
favorable  report,  but  all  in  vain.  I  never  could  get  the  Repub- 
Uoans  on  the  committee  to  report  the  bill  and  do  justice  to  the 
deserving  letter  carriers  of  the  country.  Time  and  time  again  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  I  have  pleaded  for  just  pay  and  decent 
treatment  for  these  faithful  employees. 

5923 


Let  me  say  to  the  Members  of  this  House  that  on  the  10th  day 
of  last  November  I  reintroduced  the  letter  carriers'  bill,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

A  bill  (H.  E.  8ffi)  to  increase  the  pay  of  letter  carriers. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  after  June  80, 1904,  the  pay  of  letter  carriers  in 
cities  of  more  than  75,000  population  for  the  first  year  of  service  shall  be  $800; 
for  the  second  year  of  service  shall  be  $800;  for  the  third  year  of  service  shall 
be  $1,000;  for  the  fourth  year  of  service  and  thereafter  shall  be  $1,200.  And 
after  June  30, 1904,  the  pay  of  letter  carriers  in  cities  of  a  i>opulation  of  under 
75,000  for  the  first  year  of  service  shall  be  $800;  for  the  second  year  of  service, 
$800;  for  the  third  year  of  service  and  thereafter,  $1,000. 

Sbc.  2.  That  aU  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed. 

If  there  ever  was  a  bill  introduced  in  this  House  that  ought  to 
appeal  to  every  Member  as  a  matter  of  right  and  justice,  it  is  this 
letter  carriers'  bill.  The  biU  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post-Office  and  Post-Roads.  It  is  there  now.  It  ia  sleeping 
in  that  committee,  and  it  wUl  never  wake  up,  never  come  out. 
That  is  all  there  is  to  it— a  most  commendable  bill.  "Why  should 
it  not  be  reported?  Why  should  it  be  smothered  in  the  commit- 
tee? Why  should  it  not  be  presents  to  the  House  and  the  Mem- 
bers given  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  it  or  against  it?  We  want 
a  record  on  this  bill.  We  want  to  fix  responsibility,  and  the  Re- 
publicans in  this  House  are  responsible  and  can  not  evade  that 
responsibility. 

The  letter  carriers'  biQ,  now  i)eacefully  and  silently  slumber- 
ing in  committee,  has  the  support  of  over  1,450  petitions,  cover- 
ing nearly  2,000,000  names.  One  petition  from  New  York  City 
has  on  it  327,000  names.  Resolutions  from  over  2,100  organiza- 
tions, representing  labor  unions,  boards  of  trade,  business  men's 
leagnies,  independent  orgaiiizations,  and  fraternal  associations, 
indorsed  it.  These  came  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  State 
legislatures,  city  councils,  and  in  fact  every  organization  of  any 
kind,  political,  religious,  and  economic,  have  asked  that  this  bill 
be  passed,  but  stiU  it  sleeps.  Not  only  that,  but  over  400  news- 
papers, daily  and  weekly,  have  supported  the  bill  editorially. 
The  demand  that  Congress  take  atrtion  on  this  bill  has  become 
general,  but  nothing  is  done.  Why  not?  Ask  the  Republican 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Post-Offlces  and  Post-Roads. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  say  again,  I  am  a  friend  of  the  letter  car- 
riers. The  Government  in  all  its  service  has  no  more  honest,  no 
more  tireless,  no  more  faithful  employees.  These  men  are  the 
naost  efficient,  the  hardest  worked  in  all  the  country's  service,  and 
the  poorest  paid.  The  letter  carriers  of  the  land  are  compelled  to 
toil  day  in  and  day  out,  in  sunshine  and  in  storm,  in  winter  and 
in  summer,  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  sometimes  eighteen  hours  out 
of  the  twenty-four;  and  taking  all  other  employees  in  the  various 
Departments  of  the  Federal  Government  as  a  basis  for  comparison, 
it  can  not  be  denied  that  the  letter  carriers  render  the  most  and 
the  hardest  work  for  the  smallest  remuneration. 

Now,  sir,  why  is  it  when  every  Democrat,  I  believe,  on  this 
side  of  the  House  is  anxious  for  a  favorable  report  on  this  bill,  is 
anxious  to  have  it  passed,  is  anxious  to  vote  for  it  to  make  it  a 
law,  why  is  it,  I  ask,  that  the  Republicans  in  this  House  smother 
the  bill  every  session  in  the  committee?  Why  is  the  Republican 
party  against  the  letter  carriers'  bill?  Is  it  because  a  few  Repub- 
lican leaders  of  this  House  are  opposed  to  giving  the  letter  car- 
riers decent  wages?  Or  is  it  because  the  Republicans  are  so  busy 
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legislating  for  monopoly  that  they  have  no  time  to  legislate  for 
man?  And  to  think  of  it!  The  chairman  of  the  committee,  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Ovebstkeet]  ,  has  the  brazen  au- 
dacity to  rise  in  his  place  m  this  House  and  assert  that  this  great 
G-overnment  can  not  afford  to  pay  the  letter  carriers  and  postal 
employees  decent  wages!  And  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  in  the  Treasury  a  surplus  of  over  $224,000,000,  the  largest 
surplus  in  all  our  history,  and  every  dollar  taken  from  the  pockets 
of  the  taxpayers. 

There  is  a  general  sentiment,  an  urgent  demand,  from  aE  over 
this  country  in  favor  of  this  biU  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  letter 
carriers  so  that  they  shall  be  able  to  live  decently.  I  have  made 
a  great  many  speeches  in  this  House  in  favor  of  the  letter  carriers. 
After  the  action  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post-Offlces 
to-day  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  I  want  the  letter  carriers  of  the 
country  to  understand  it,  that  they  will  never  get  their  wages  in- 
creased so  long  as  the  Republican  party  is  in  power  in  this  House 
and  can  stop  it.     [Applause.] 

Now,  sir,  I  want  to  read  an  editorial  from  the  New  York  Ameri- 
can, one  of  the  greatest  newspapers  in  this  country,  owned,  pub- 
lished, and  edited  by  my  disting^uished  colleague,  William  Ean- 
DOLPH  Hearst,  which  expresses  my  views  and  ideas  upon  this 
question  better  than  any  words  of  mine.  The  editorial  was  pub- 
lished on  Wednesday,  March  23, 1904,  and  is  as  foUows: 

THE  LETTER  CARRIER  THE  POOREST  PATD  MAN  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES — 
LET  IIIM  HAVE  DECENT  WAGES  FOR  WORK  THAT  IS  HARD  AND  EXPOSES 
HIM  TO  CONSTANT  DANGER  OF  SICKNESS. 

In  keeping:  with  their  attitude  toward  those  who  earn  their  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  their  face,  the  Bepnhhcans  in  the  lower  House  of  Congress  yester- 
day, by  the  brutal  force  or  a  majority,  rejected  a  plea  for  additional  pay  to 
the  letter  carriers  of  the  United  States. 

Bepresentative  LivEBNASH  moved  for  an  Increase  in  the  general  appro- 
priation bill  in  order  that  the  letter  carriers  could  be  more  decently  paid. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  and  rejected  by  the  Republican  majontjr. 

The  demand  for  increased  pay  to  the  letter  carriers  is  just.  It  is  not  a 
favor  to  these  public  servants.  Increased  pay  is  their  right.  They  are  the 
poorest  paid  men  of  all  the  thousands  working  for  the  United  States. 

Their  scale  of  wages  was  fixed  in  1878.    They  are  paid  at  beginning  $600  a 

J^ear.  Then,  after  sevei-al  years,  they  are  paid  $800  a  year,  and  if  they  live 
ODg  enough,  escaping  the  dangers  of  pneumonia  and  other  disease  incident 
to  the  exposure  they  undergo,  they  get  $1,000  a  year. 

But  the  letter  carrier  must  work  every  day.  He  is  docked  for  a  day's  ab- 
sence. If  he  is  sick  he  must  lose  his  wages.  When  he  gets  old  he  draws  no 
peHsion. 

There  is  no  reward  for  long  or  faithful  service  on  the  part  of  the  letter 
carrier.  If  he  would  better  his  condition  he  must  seek  employment  In  an- 
other line  of  work. 

A  scale  of  waees  made  in  1878  may  have  been  fair  then,  but  such  a  scale  is 
manifestly  small  now.  The  cost  of  food,  of  clothing,  and  all  things  incident 
to  human  life  has  increased  since  1878,  but  the  letter  carrier  is  asked  to  work 
now  for  wages  fixed  under  conditions  that  obtained  over  twenty  years  ago. 

The  United  States  (Government  should  be  liberal  in  payment  of  wages. 
The  Gfovemment  should  give  an  example  of  fair  dealing  to  the  private  em- 
ployer. 

In  the  ca-se  of  the  letter  carrier  the  Government  affords  an  example  of 
st'nginess  that  would  do  credit  to  a  miser. 

But  the  Government  is  not  a  living  thing.  It  is  what  the  majority  in  Con- 
gress makes  it.  That  majority  in  Congress  is  Republican.  The  Republicans 
are  asked  to  make  it  so  that  honest  toilers  can  get  decent  wages,  and  they 
refuse. 

This  is  more  than  a  party  question.  It  is  a  matter  of  humanity.  Thou- 
sands of  men  in  responsible  positions  in  cities  all  over  the  United  States,  un- 
dergoing hardships  that  will  wreck  the  constitution  of  any  human  being,  are 
askmg  for  enough  money  to  live  decently,  to  educate  their  children  and  give 
them  something  to  live  on  when  they  are  old.  They  can  not  in  person  make 
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the  demands.  Their  case  is  in  Congress,  and  yet  the  majority  in  Congress 
rejects  an  effort  made  in  their  behalf. 

Write  to  your  Member  of  Congress  and  ask  him  to  vote  for  the  bill  to  give 
letter  caiTiers  better  pay.  They  are  honest  men.  They  work  hard.  They 
are  held  to  the  observance  of  the  strictest  rules,  and  they  are  more  poorly 
paid  than  any  other  class  of  workingmen  in  the  United  States,  considering 
the  character  of  their  duties. 

Demand  that  the  Republican  majority,  for  once  in  its  career,  cease  its  op- 
po  ition  to  decent  treatment  for  men  who  labor  for  a  living. 

Let  it  bo  made  so  that  the  United  States  will  always  be  a  generous  em- 
ployer of  labor  and  a  fair  paymaster. 

[Applavise.] 

That  editorial  tells  the  truth.  "Written  by  a  sincere  friend  of  the 
■wage-earners,  it  tells  the  truth  in  trumpet  tones.  It  expresses 
my  sentiments,  and  you  must  answer  it.  This  matter  can  not  be 
longer  ignored.  It  can  not  be  whistled  down  the  wind.  It  ifi 
here  to  stay  until  justice  is  done.  You  must  meet  it,  and  sooner 
or  later  you  will  be  forced  to  go  on  record  and  vote  for  it  or  against 
it,  because  the  friends  of  the  letter  carriers'  bill  will  never  cease 
their  efforts  until  it  is  written  on  the  statute  books  of  our  country. 
[Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 
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ALASKA. 


The  Alaskans  are  Americans,  and  they  demand  the  inalienable 
right  of  Americans — the  right  to  govern  themselves,  local  self- 
government,  home  rule,  no  taxation  without  representation;  and 
these  can  only  be  secured  through  Territorial  government. 
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The  House  having  under  consideration  the  conference  report  on  the  Army 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENS  of  Minnesota.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  yield  ten  minutes 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzkr]. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  in  favor  of  this  appropria- 
tion of  $250,000  to  build  a  military  road  from  Valdez  to  Eagle 
City,  in  the  district  of  Alaska.  It  will  be  money  well  spent  to 
open  up  one  of  the  richest  countries  in  the  world.  I  am  sni-prised 
at  the  lack  of  information  regarding  Alaska  displayed  in  this 
debate.  The  great  trouble  about  this  matter  and  all  other  mat- 
ters concerning  Alaska  is  the  fact  that  very  few  Members  here 
know  anything  about  the  requirements  of  that  vast  expanse  of 
country  we  call  Alaska.  Every  Member  of  Congress  shotild  visit 
Alaska,  and  if  he  did  he  would  be  in  favor  of  giving  the  people 
there  Territorial  government.  That  is  what  is  needed  more  than 
anything  else  at  the  present  time  by  the  people  in  the  district  of 
Alaska.  If  the  Members  of  this  House  could  realize  the  necessity 
for  this  and  other  legislation  for  Alaska,  if  they  could  get  some 
adequate  idea  of  the  great  mineral  wealth  that  is  hidden  in 
Alaska,  and  which  can  be  brought  forth,  and  poured  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the  brain  and  the  brawn  of 
American  citizens,  they  would  be  in  favor  of  building  this  road 
to  aid  our  people  to  get  into  the  heart  of  southwestern  Alaska. 

This  road  is  not  a  new  project,  bom  in  a  night.  It  has  been 
surveyed  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
several  years  has  been  a  military  trail,  traveled  by  thousands  and 
thousands  of  people. 

A  report  has  been  made  on  it  to  the  Government,  and  that  re- 
port is  a  public  document.  The  object  of  this  appropriation  is 
to  make  the  trail  a  wagon  road  to  facilitate  travel  and  business. 
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This  road,  going  from  Valdez  to  Eagle  City,  from  south  to  north, 
will  open  up  a  vast  country  of  over  100,000  square  miles  in  Alaska 
richer  than  any  other  section  of  equal  area  in  the  Union.  It  will 
be  money  well  spent  to  build  this  road,  far-seeing  economy,  good 
statesmanship;  and  for  every  doUar  the  Government  puts  in  there 
it  will  get  back  in  a  few  years  a  thousand  or  ten  thousand  dollars. 
This  road  will  make  for  progress,  humanity,  and  advancement  in 
Alaska.  I  know  whereof  I  speak,  because  I  have  been  there  and 
know  something  about  that  vast  and  wonderful  country.  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  the  reports  of  the  Government  show,  first,  that  it 
is  a  fair  agricultural  country;  second,  that  it  is  a  good  cattle 
country,  and  third,  that  it  is  exceedingly  rish  in  minerals — in 
copper  and  gold,  in  silver  and  coal,  and  in  iron  and  oil. 

Mr.  MADDOX.  The  gentleman  has  been  up  there,  and  is 
acquainted  with  that  country.  Can  he  tell  us  how  we  can  stake 
out  some  of  those  claims? 

Mr.  SULZER.  The  law  provides  for  that.  [Laughter.]  The 
gentleman  has  the  same  right  under  the  law  as  any  other  citizen. 

Mr.  MADDOX.  Where  is  that  rich  country  the  gentleman  is 
talking  about? 

Mr.  SULiZER.  All  through  southwestern  and  southeastern 
Alaska. 

Mr.  MADDOX.     Does  a  road  run  through  that? 

Mr.  SULZER.  No;  but  this  appropriation  is  necessary  to  build 
the  road.  There  is  a  trail  there  now,  and  a  very  poor  trail  at  that. 
In  order  to  get  into  this  country  to-day  it  is  necessary  to  follow 
this  trail  or  go  by  way  of  the  Klondike.  At  the  present  time  the 
Federal  judges,  the  United  States  marshal,  and  aU  the  soldiers 
and  military  supplies  go  from  Sitka  and  Juneau  up  to  Skagway; 
from  Skagway  by  the  Yukon  and  White  Pass  Railway  across 
the  Chilcoot  Pass,  then  through  the  Klondike  country  to  Dawson, 
in  British  Columbia,  then  down  the  Yulcon  River  to  Eagle  City, 
and  then  from  Eagle  City  south  along  the  headwaters  of  the 
Tanana  to  various  places  in  southwestern  Alaska. 

The  Government  contemplated  some  time  ago  building  a  mili- 
tary road  from  Valdez  to  the  Yukon  River,  all  in  the  district  of 
Alaska,  a  distance  of  about  250  miles.  The  weather  in  this  sec- 
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tion  of  Alaska  is  never  very  cold,  and  much  of  the  land  is  fertile 
and  tillable.  The  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Department  clearly 
prove  all  this  and  that  the  country  is  capable  of  sustaining  a 
goodly  population.  It  is  a  splendid  cattle  country  and,  as  I  have 
said,  the  richest  in  mineral  wealth  in  the  world.  But  aside  from 
all  this.  I  claim  this  road  should  be  built  as  a  military  necessity. 
There  are  many  Indians  in  there,  and  they  have  never  come  in  con- 
tact with  white  people.  Trouble  may  happen  at  any  time.  Our 
citizens  are  developing  the  country.  They  have  staked  out  claims 
and  are -working  them,  and  they  should  have  the  protection  of  the 
Government.  If  any  trouble  should  ever  happen  up  there,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  troops  into  the  country  under  present 
conditions  except  through  British  territory.  I  am  opposed  to 
that.  As  a  military  necessity  and  for  strategic  reasons  I  am  in 
favor  of  building  this  road,  and  I  would  not  delay  a  day.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  Government  road  from 
Valdez  to  the  Yukon,  and  I  know  it  will  command  a  large  amount 
of  freight  now  going  by  other  routes  and  greatly  stimulate  the 
settlement  and  development  of  a  vast  country.  Branch  lines  will 
later  be  constructed  to  accommodate  the  business  resulting  from 
the  discovery  of  copper  and  gold  in  this  highly  mineralized  sec- 
tion. Discoveries  of  coal  recently  maxle  at  several  points  wiU  ex- 
pedite the  work  of  opening  up  this  region.  What  discoveries  will 
be  made  the  coming  season  no  one  can  foretell,  but  it  is  my  belief 
that  a  railway  constructed  immediately  over  the  route  as  indi- 
cated would  have  a  paying  business  as  soon  as  it  could  be  opened 
for  travel  and  freight.  Thousands  of  miles  of  profitable  railway 
have  been  built  in  the  United  States  in  less  promising  regions. 

It  is  of  considerable  value  to  this  country  in  having  this  main 
route  for  transportation  within  its  own  territory,  and,  conse- 
quently, jurisdiction.  Some  of  the  many  complications  which 
have  arisen  in  the  Canadian  Northwest  Territory  will  be  elim- 
inated and  Alaska  developed  without  the  hindrance  or  consent  of 
a  foreign  country.  This  deserves  our  patriotic  consideration. 
Our  prospectors  will  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  into  the  re- 
gion at  the  head  of  the  Tanana  River  and  its  eastern  tributaries, 
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and  on  soil  belonging  to  the  United  States.  With  a  competing 
route  to  Dawson,  that  cotmtry  would  be  greatly  benefited,  and  it 
would  aid  in  the  settlement  of  pending  questions  with  the  Cana- 
dian government. 

The  advantages  whieh  would  accrue  to  the  vast  territory  which 
would  be  opened  by  a  system  of  wagon  roads  and  trails  can  not 
be  overestimated.  The  development  of  its  mineral  resources, 
whether  of  gold  or  copper,  requires  the  use  of  heavy  modem  ma- 
chinery, which  it  is  impossible  to  bring  in  under  present  condi- 
tions; but  with  the  introduction  of  such  machinery  and  the  use 
of  numberless  streams  of  water  which  now  run  to  waste  vast  en- 
terprises would  be  established,  immigration  would  be  induced, 
and  a  permanent  population  wedded  to  the  soil  might  result. 

An  additional  reason  why  the  road  should  be  built  is  the  in- 
creased and  more  economical  postal  facilities  it  will  make  possi- 
ble. That  this  is  vastly  important  will  be  conceded  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  people  of  the  interior  sit  in  darkness,  so  to 
speak,  for  eight  months  in  the  year  without  the  receipt  of  a  news- 
paper, magazine,  or  book  to  put  them  in  touch  with  the  outside 
world. 

Mr.  James  Fish,  who  holds  the  contract  for  transporting  mails 
over  this  route,  testifies  that  it  now  costs  the  Government  $44,000 
per  annum  for  a  bimonthly  mail  service  between  Valdez  and  Eagle 
between  May  1  and  November  30,  and  a  weekly  service  from  De- 
cember 1  to  April  30.  The  compensation  received  for  carrying 
these  mails  is  all  the  advantage  that  can  be  derived  from  the  con- 
tract. That  vnth  a  wagon  road  established  traffic  would  open  up 
between  all  American  towns  and  mining  camps  in  the  Forty-Mile 
district,  the  Yukon,  and  the  Tanana,  and  very  soon  a  daily  stage 
line  between  Valdez  and  Eagle  would  be  a  profitable  undertaking, 
and  the  mail  contract  would  become  a  matter  of  less  importance. 
It  is  also  his  opinion  that,  with  the  wagon  road  built,  the  Depart- 
ment would  find  no  difficulty  in  letting  the  mail  contract  at  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  $15,000  per  annum,  thus  effecting  an  annual  saving 
over  present  prices  of  $29,000. 

We  should  take  a  broad  view  of  this  matter.    We  should  stretch 
out  an  aiding  hand  to  Alaska.    She  needs  it  now,  and  the  Govern- 
ment owes  her  much.     Let  us  be  just  and  patriotic  to  our  ovni 
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people  in  Alaska.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  appropriate  $350,000  to 
build  a  fort  in  some  ont-of-the-way  place.  We  do  not  stop  a  mo- 
ment to  appropriate  a  million  to  build  a  gunboat.  We  are  spend- 
ing millions  and  millions  of  dollars  in  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  and 
the  Philippines.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  appropriate  millions  and 
millions  of  dollars  for  battle  ships  that  in  a  few  years  will  be  use- 
less; but  when  it  comes  to  appropriating  a  few  dollars  to  help  the 
brave  men  of  this  country — our  pioneers — who  blaze  the  way  of 
civilization  into  the  virgin  fields  and  primeval  forests  of  a  new 
empire,  where  wealth  abounds  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice, 
some  one  like  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Hull]  gets  up  and 
protests.  He  wants  more  information,  forsooth.  But  I  say  let  us 
do  something  for  Alaska  now.  The  men  who  know  most  about 
Alaska  favor  this  appropriation,  and  we  should  not  wait  nntU  the 
ignorant  are  educated. 

Let  us  pass  it,  and  we  can  rely  on  the  War  Department  to  see 
to  it  that  the  money  is  well  spent,  and  the  Government  in  time 
vdll  get  it  all  back  a  thousand  times  over  and  more.  Just  think 
of  it — there  came  out  of  this  Tanana  and  Copper  River  country 
last  year,  in  gold  and  silver  and  copper  carried  on  the  backs  of 
horses  and  men,  five  millions  of  wealth.  Build  this  road  so  that 
horses  and  wagons  can  go  back  and  forth  throughout  this  rich 
district,  and  I  undertake  to  say  the  first  year  the  road  is  open 
there  will  be  brought  forth  more  wealth  than  ever  came  out  of 
the  Klondike. 

The  Government  receives  a  large  revenue  in  taxes  every  year 
from  Alaska,  but  it  does  very  little  for  Alaska  in  return,  and,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Lind]  has  so  well  said,  we  refuse  to 
give  the  cities  in  Alaska  local  municipal  government;  we  even  re- 
fuse to  give  the  people  of  the  district  of  Alaska  Territorial  govern- 
ment. It  is  a  shame  the  way  the  Alaskans  are  treated  by  the  Federal 
Government.  We  appropriate  a  paltry  pittance  every  year  for  a 
United  States  marshal  and  the  United  States  judges,  and  that  is 
about  all.  The  Government  reports  VTill  show  that  we  derive 
every  year  a  net  revenue  from  Alaska  of  over  $500,000.  That 
money  properly  expended  by  the  people  in  Alaska  would  open  up 
and  develop  this  vast  country;  that  money  would  build  these 
roads;  that  money  would  give  employment  to  thousands  and 
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thonsands  of  honest,  manly,  patriotic  American  citizens  who  are 
now  in  Alaska  and  going  there  every  year  to  better  their  condi- 
tion; that  money  should  be  spent  by  Alaskans  for  Alaska,  and  the 
only  way  this  can  be  accomplished  is  through  the  agency  of  Ter- 
ritorial government. 

This  is  the  great  boon  the  people  of  Alaska  desire  from  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  and  until  it  is  granted  all  other  mat- 
ters are  secondary.  The  Alaskans  are  Americans,  and  they  de- 
mand the  inalienable  right  of  Americans,  the  right  to  govern 
themselves,  local  self-government;  home  rule,  no  taxation  with- 
out representation;  and  these  can  only  be  secured  through  Terri- 
torial government.    [Applause.] 
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"  Democracy  will  live  because  it  has  a  missiou — a  mission 
that  can  never  die — the  true  mission  of  Democracy — to 
make  all  the  world  free  and  all  mankind  brothers." 
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The  House  having  under  consideration  the  report  of  th?  conferees  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  Military  Academy  anpropriation 
bill- 
Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  As  one  of  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  ths 
House  I  desire  to  say  that  I  concur  substantially  in  all  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Parker]  has  said  regarding 
the  matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  Houses  on  the  Military 
Academy  appropriation  bill.  The  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
House  and  the  Seriate  have  carefully  considered  all  matters  in 
conference,  and  we  have  agreed  unanimously  on  this  report.  I 
hope  therefore  the  report  will  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY  CENTENNIAL  PIIOCEEDINGS. 

In  regard  to  the  criticisms  made  concerning  the  publication  of 
the  centennial  ceremonies  of  the  Academy,  I  wish  to  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  records  should  be  preserved,  and  the  only  way 
that  they  can  be  preserved  is  by  the  publication  of  this  volume  of 
the  proceedings.  That  centennial  celebration  wasa  matter  of  much 
historical  value  to  all  the  people,  and  the  proceedings  should  be  pub- 
lished and  distributed  throughout  the  country  in  the  way  now  pro- 
vided in  the  bill.  I  believe  the  people  are  interested  in  the  history 
of  the  West  Point  Military  Academj'.  and  will  not  find  fault  mth 
Congress  for  appropriating  this  small  amount  of  money  for  the 
publication  in  book  form  of  the  ceremonies  attending  the  celebra- 
tion of  its  centennial.  This  provision  is  recommended  also  by 
the  War  Department,  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  ought  to  be  agreed  to. 
These  proceedings,  when  pnblished  in  book  form,  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  Two  thousand  copies  by  the  Members  of  the 
House,  1,000  copies  by  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  the  rest  of 
the  volumes  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Many  of  us,  I  know,  are  now 
receiving  requests  from  our  constituents  for  these  books.  Wa 
can  not  get  them  and  comply  with  the  wishes  of  our  constituents 
except  the  books  are  published ,  and  they  can  only  be  published  by 
the  Government  in  this  way.  I  trust  the  House  will  sustain  the 
report  of  its  conferees  and  secure  the  publication  of  this  interest- 
ing and  instructive  book. 

GIVE  THE  FOOB  MAN'S  SON  AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY. 

Now,  another  thing,  Mr.  Speaker.  Complaint  has  been  made 
by  some  of  the  members  of  the  small  increase  of  allowances  that 
the  cadets  at  the  Academy  are  to  receive.  In  my  opinion,  we  do 
not  give  the  cadets  at  the  Academy  sufiicient  allowance.  It  would 
be  well  to  give  them  more.  At  i3re:=ent  these  cadets  do  not  receive 
enough  in  allowances  to  make  both  ends  meet.  It  is  a  great  hard- 
ship and  dis.idvantage  to  the  poor  man"s  son.  The  expenses  of  the 
cadets  at  the  Academy  are  considerable,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  a 
great  handicap  to  the  poor  boy.  This  is  wrong,  in  my  opinion, 
and  I  am  willing  to  remedy  it  in  so  far  as  I  can.  The  ricli  man's 
son  can  afford  to  buy  all  the  necessary  things  that  a  cadet  must 
ha\e  at  the  Academy.  The  poor  man's  son  often  can  not  afford 
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to  make  these  necessary  purchases,  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  more 
equitably  equalizing  matters  that  we  concluded  to  grant  this 
small  increase  in  allowance.  It  is  is  only  fair  and  just  and  proper. 
The  students  at  West  Point  should  all  be  on  an  equal  footing; 
there  should  be  no  discrimination  between  a  poor  man's  son  and 
a  rich  man's  son— between  the  son  of  a  farmer  and  the  son  of  a 
general  in  the  Army — they  should  all  be  treated  alike,  all  on  the 
same  plane  of  absolute  equality.  This  proTision  will  help  to  do 
that  and  I  am  in  favor  of  it.  That  is  all  I  care  to  say  at  this  time 
in  regard  to   this  conference  report. 

THE  FIFTY-EIGHTH  CONaRESS. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  session  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress,  we  are 
informed,  will  adjourn  to-morrow.  Its  record  is  now  made  and 
can  not  be  changed.  On  that  record  the  Repiiblican  party  will  go 
to  the  country,  and  in  the  coming  election  the  people  of  the  land 
will  scrutinize  what  has  been  done  and  what  has  not  been  done 
and  pass  judgment.  We  have  been  in  session  since  last  Novem- 
ber, and,  all  things  considered,  very  little  has  been  accomplished 
for  the  people. 

FAILED  TO  MEET  THE  EXPECTATIONS  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

This  Republican  Congress  has  failed  to  meet  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  people.  It  has  refused  to  respond  to  their  earnest 
demands.  It  has  sneered  at  their  sincere  appeals  and  scorned 
their  patriotic  petitions.  In  its  results  it  has  been  a  Congress  for 
the  few  and  against  the  many.  It  has  been  easy  to  pass  a  corpora- 
tion bill ,  but  dififioult  to  enact  a  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  plain  peo- 
ple. It  has  been  a  most  extravagant  session  in  the  reckless  ap- 
propriations of  the  people's  money  for  purposes  of  little  value 
and  of  no  lasting  benefit. 

The  appropriations  thus  far  made  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress 
since  it  convened  in  last  November  aggregate  $781,574,629,  and 
before  it  finally  adjourns  on  the  4th  day  of  next  March  it  gives 
every  prospect  of  being  a  two-billion-dollar  Congress — the  most 
extravagant  by  far  of  any  Congress  in  the  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Appropriations  for  needless  purposes  have  run  riot.  Over 
20,000  bills  have  been  offered  by  members,  of  which  about  1,200 
have  been  passed,  and  of  these  less  than  150  are  of  any  public  ben- 
efit. When  it  is  said  that  all  that  this  Congress  has  done  during 
the  past  six  months  it  has  been  in  session  is  the  enactment  of  Cu- 
ban reciprocity  and  the  adjustment  of  the  Panama  Canal,  it  seems 
indeed  trivial  in  comparison  with  what  the  Congress  has  failed  to 
do — what  it  has  left  undone. 

It  has  "stood  pat"  on  high  protective  taxation  and  failed  to 
revise  the  exorbitant  tariff  taxes;  it  has  neglected  to  carry  out 
the  true  reciprocity  programme  promised  by  President  McKinley ; 
it  has  refused  to  investigate  the  Post-Ofiice  corruption  and  the  . 
Indian  Land  Office  scandals;  it  has  refused  to  increase  the  powers 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  order  to  prevent  dis- 
cx-iminating  railroad  rates;  it  has  failed  to  take  any  action  against 
the  criminal  trusts;  it  has  declined  to  pass  the  law  to  elect  Sena- 
tors in  Congress  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people;  it  has  refused  all 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  the  toilers  of  the  land.  It  has  neg- 
lected to  report  the  "eight-hour  bill,"  the  bill  to  establish  a 
Department  of  Labor  with  a  Secretary  having  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinet,  the  "anti-injunction  bill,"  the  letter  carriers'  bill,  the 
bill  against  the  sale  of  convict-made  goods— all  demanded  by 
organized  labor.  It  has  spurned  every  effort  to  enact  measures 
for  true   home  rule   and  better  local    self-government  for  the 
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Philippines,  for  Guam,  for  Hawaii,  for  Porto  Rico,  and  for 
Alaska;  it  has  refused  to  do  anything  to  aid  the  American  mer- 
chant marine;  it  has  neglected  to  carry  out  Republican  promises 
regarding  statehood  for  the  Territories;  and,  take  it  all  in  all,  it 
has  spent  more  money  and  given  the  people  less  to  show  for  it 
than  any  other  session  of  Congress  in  aU  the  history  of  our  exist- 
ence, even  in  war  times. 

The  expenses  of  the  last  four  years  of  Republican  Administra- 
tion are  over  $500,000,000  more  than  the  expenses  of  the  last  four 
years  of  Democratic  Administration,  and  nothing  to  show  for  it. 
Quite  an  item — quite  a  diSTerence !  The  Democrats  therefore  have 
every  reason  to  feel  confident  that  the  people  will  indignantly  con- 
demn the  rec):l.Ts  extravagance  of  the  Republicans,  and  with  that 
end  in  ^-iew  ths  Democrats  in-vite  a  comparison  of  the  expenses 
of  this  Republican  Congress  with  any  prior  Democratic  Congress. 
On  tho  record  ths  Republicans  have  thus  far  made  in  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Congress  the  Don;ocrats  appeal  to  the  people,  confident  that 
they  ■s\'ill  condemn  Republican  profligacy  and  sustain  Democratic 
economy  by  electing  in  the  coming  camjoaign  a  Democratic  Presi- 
dent and  a  Democratic  House  of  Representatives  pledged  to  re- 
trcnciiment  and  reform  and  opposed  to  every  scheme  to  take 
from  the  ma,ny  for  the  bc-iiefit  of  the  few. 

DE:.roci!ATic  pr.ospi:cTS  in  tuc  comiso  CAMrAicy. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  few  words  about  Democratic  pros- 
pects in  the  coming  campr.ign.  We  arc  entering  the  Presidential 
contest  of  1004,  and  every  iiidication  is  auspicious  for  Democratic 
sucoecs.  In  my  opinion,  and  I  say  so  advisedly,  the  Democratic 
party,  if  it  is  true  to  itself  and  to  its  fundamental  principles,  is 
destined  to  win  in  the  coming  battle.  The  stars  in  their  courses 
this  year  will  fight  for  Democracy.  Ths  record  is  against  the 
Republican  party — the  people  are  with  Democracy — and  all  we 
have  to  do  from  now  on  is  to  act  wisely,  exercise  conservatism ,  use 
ordinary  political  sagacity,  adopt  an  up-to-date  platform,  nomi- 
nate a  loyal,  well-known,  consistent,  and  popular  candidate  for 
President,  and  tlie  Democratic  party  will  sv.-eep  the  country. 
Every  Democrat  in  the  land  has  his  face  to  the  rising  sun  and  is 
marching  on  full  of  hope.  The  Republican  administration  of 
national  affairs  during  tiie  past  few  years  supplies  us  with  all  the 
ammunition  wo  v.'ant,  and  if  we  will  present  the  facts  of  Ecpul> 
lican  inconsistency  and  broken  promises  earnestly  and  fearlessly 
to  the  American  electorate,  I  feel  confident  our  cause  will  be  sus- 
tained. Every  sincere  Democrat  in  the  land  is  confident  of  suc- 
cess, and  all  the  signs  of  tho  times  point  unmistakably  to  Demo- 
cratic victory  in  the  battlo  of  the  ballots  next  fall. 

TVnAT  THE  REPUBLICAN  PAF.TT  STANDS  FOR. 

Tlie  Republican  party  stands  to-day  for  high-tariff  taxation,  for 
economic  policies  and  for  subsidies  that  rob  the  many  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few,  for  financial  heresies  tliat  centralize  wealth 
and  paralyze  industrial  freedom,  for  jwlitical  usurpations  that 
subvert  the  Constitution,  enslave  tho  masses,  trample  under  foot 
the  rights  of  man.  and  laugh  to  scorn  the  immortal  principles  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

THE  REPUBLICAN   PARTY  IS  DISINTEaHATIKO. 

The  Renublican  party  is  net  what  it  used  to  be.     It  no  longer 
has  a  message  for  humanity;  it  no  longer  stands  for  great  princi- 
ples; it  no  longer  lias  a  conscience:  it  no  longer  stands  for  the 
policies  of  its  founders,  and  it  has  not  a  single  honest  issue  to-day 
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it  dares  present  to  the  country.  The  fingers  of  greed  and  graft 
have  erased  every  motto  from  its  banners;  its  army  of  supporters 
is  disheartened  and  split  in  factions;  it  is  going  to  pieces  from  the 
bitterness  engendered  by  the  jealousies  of  its  own  leaders;  it  is 
rotting  away  with  the  cancer  of  corruption;  it  is  disintegi-ating, 
and  it  all  portends,  in  the  near  future,  overwhelming  Republican 
defeat  and  triumphant  Democratic  victory. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  WILL  SURELY  GO  DEMOCRATIC. 

Let  me  say  to  you  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that  New  York 
State  will  surely  go  Democratic  in  the  coming  election.  It  is  the 
pivotal  State  of  the  Union,  and  its  place  again  in  the  Democratic 
column  means  the  election  of  a  Democratic  President.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  New  York.  The  Empire  State  is  safe  for  Democ- 
racy. The  Republican  party  there  is  hopelessly  divided,  and  sane 
Republicans  now  admit  that  the  State  is  lost  to  their  party  beyond 
recovery.  It  is  a  political  axiom  that  without  New  York  State 
the  Republicans  can  not  win,  and  this  means  a  Democratic  House 
of  Representatives  and  a  Democratic  President  and  the  beginning 
of  the  end  of  Republican  misrule,  Republican  corruption,  and  Re- 
publican maladministration. 

WHAT  WILL  BE  THE  ISSUE? 

This  is  not  the  time  nor  the  place,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  discuss  what 
will  be  the  leading  issue  in  the  coming  campaign.  Politicians  do 
not  make  issues;  events  and  the  people  make  them;  but  if  you 
want  to  know  about  some  of  the  questions  that  wiU  be  discussed 
from  now  xmtil  the  polls  close  next  fall  I  have  only  to  ask  you  to 
consider  what  is  going  on  and  what  has  been  going  on  in  our  na- 
tional affairs  for  the  past  three  years.  We  read  daily  about  ras- 
cality in  high  places.  Take  off  the  lid  and  you  will  find  that  nearly 
every  Department  of  the  Government  in  "Washington  is  honey- 
combed with  corruption.  The  dirty  fingers  of  Republican  office- 
holders are  looting  the  Treasury,  and  the  soiled  hands  of  Repub- 
lican cormptionists  are  pillaging  the  very  tgmple  of  humanity. 

The  people  know  something  about  the  frauds  in  the  Post-Offlce 
Department,  frauds  which  constituted  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of 
every  honest  American;  something  about  the  profits  in  the  army 
contracts;  something  about  the  rottenness  in  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment, by  which  our  public  lands  have  been  despoiled  and  the  poor 
Indians  systematically  robbed;  something  about  the  "rake  off" 
in  the  armor-plate  deals  of  the  Navy  Department;  something  about 
the  sleeping  Department  of  Justice  that  awakens  occasionally  to 

Elead  the  "  statute  of  limitations  "  for  Republican  criminals  who 
ave  betrayed  their  trust  and  filled  their  pockets  with  the  people's 
money;  something  about  oppressive  tariff  taxation,  that  robs  the 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  shelters  monopoly,  sells  Ameri- 
can products  cheaper  abroad  than  at  home,  and  gives  free  rein  to 
the  criminal  trusts  to  plunder  the  consumers  and  producers  of 
our  country.  These  scandals  are  notorious,  and  the  half  has  not 
been  told.  Republican  newspapers  are  getting  tired  of  apologiz- 
ing for  Republican  crookedness,  and  the  special  pleaders  of  the 
"  grand  old  party  "  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other  weary 
of  keeping  Republican  "  grafters"  out  of  jail. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  say  the  people  Imow  something  about  official 
rascality  and  corruption  and  peculation  in  Washington,  but  tlaey 
have  only  an  inkling  as  to  the  real  facts.  They  want  to  Imow 
more;  they  want  to  know  all.  It  is  said  that  the  Republican 
party  is  always  lenient  to  its  criminals,  that  it  shelters  Repub- 
lican offenders,  covers  up  their  rascalities,  and  takes  long  chances 
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to  prevent  their  snccesafnl  proseontion.  Bnt  the  time  is  at  hand 
■when  the  people  demand  that  justice  bo  administered  to  these 
public  thieves,  regardless  of  their  social  standing  or  iJoUtical  af- 
filiation. "We  are  getting  at  the  truth  gradually,  but  we  do  not 
know  how  great  these  peculations  may  be  or  how  far-reaching 
corruption  extends  in  high  places  and  different  branches  of  the 
Government.  We  can  not  find  out  all  the  facts.  The  Repub- 
licans are  entrenched  in  power  at  the  Capitol,  and  they  refuse  to 
grant  our  demands  for  legislative  investigations. 

The  Democrats  are  thwarted  at  every  turn.  We  introduce  reso- 
lutions of  inquiry  only  to  have  the  resolutions  smothered  in  com- 
mittees by  Republican  majorities;  we  demand  impartial  .investi- 
gations and  our  demands  are  met  with  sneers.  The  Republican 
party  has  been  in  power  too  long;  there  should  be  a  change,  ^he 
people  want  a  chance  to  get  at  the  books,  to  get  at  the  truth,  and 
the  whole  truth,  and  they  know  the  only  way  to  accomplish  this 
is  to  elect  in  the  coming  campaign  a  Democratic  President  and  a 
Democratic  House  of  Representatives.  Then  these  investigations 
will  proceed  with  all  diligence,  and  corruption  wherever  it  ezists 
laid  bare.  And  so,  sir,  if  I  mistake  not,  one  of  the  principle  issues 
in  the  coming  campaign  will  be  "  Turn  the  Republicans  out  and 
send  the  corruptionists  to  the  penitentiary." 

A  SAD  COMPAEISON. 

For  several  years  past,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Republican  spellbind- 
ers have  shouted  "stand pat"  and  for  the  "full  dinner  pail." 
The  Republican  party  has  "  stood  pat,"  bnt  to-day  the  dinner  pail 
of  the  wage-earner  is  empty  and  a  million  honest,  industrious, 
hard-working  men  are  tramping  the  coimtiy  looking  for  work. 
During  the  past  six  months  there  has  been  a  shrinkage  of  values 
in  the  country  of  over  $10,000,000,000— more  than  one-eighth  of 
our  entire  wealth.  The  figures  are  appalling,  but  they  are  fright- 
fully true  and  accurate.  Hard  times,  financial  panics,  bankrupt- 
cies, labor  lockouts,  strikes,  reduction  in  wages,  and  industrial 
disasters  seem  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and  disaster  must  follow 
disaster  just  so  long  as  the  "  stand-pat "  order  is  tolerated  and 
Republican  policies  that  rob  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few 
sustained. 

I  say  it  is  a  crying  evil  that  protected  American  products  are  sold 
cheaper  abroad  than  at  home,  and  the  farmers  and  wage-earaers  of 
our  country  compelled  to  pay  exorbitant  prices  for  the  necessaries 
of  life  in  order  that  a  few  may  be  enriched  at  the  expense  of  the 
many.  According  to  a  recent  report  of  the  Government,  wages 
have  been  reduced  in  certain  industries  more  than  20  per  cent  in 
the  past  eighteen  months,  and  the  cost  of  living  aU  along  the  line 
has  increased  more  than  16  per  cent.  Here  is  a  reduction  of  at 
least  30  per  cent  in  the  earning  capacity  and  purchasing  power  of 
the  breadwinner;  and  in  view  of  it  aU  the  "  full  dinner  pail "  be- 
comes a  hollow  mockery,  "  stand  pat"  a  sham,  and  "  Republican 
prosperity ' '  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  The  comparison  is  a  sad  com- 
mentary on  existing  industrial  conditions,  and  demonstrates  the 
falsity  of  Republican  promises  when  contrasted  with  actual  per- 
formances. "  Words  are  good,  and  only  so  when  backed  up  by 
deeds." 

WHAT  THE  DEMOCKATIO  PABTY  STANDS  FOB  AND  PTS  MISSION. 

My  friends,  it  is  the  high  mission  of  Democracy  to  equitably 

reform  these  glaring  Reirublican  inequalities  and  bring  about  a 

fairer  distribution  of  the  fruits  of  toil.    Labor  produces  all  wealth, 

and  in  return  the  toiler  merely  gets  a  meager  existence.    W© 
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legislate  too  much  for  the  few,  too  little  for  the  many.  It  is  all 
wrong.  It  has  got  to  be  stopped,  and  it  can  only  be  stopped 
through  the  agency  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  grand  old 
party  of  Jefferson  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  hope  of  the  toilers 
and  the  bulwark  of  the  wage-earners  and  producers  of  the  land. 
When  our  party  comes  into  power  it  will  readjust  these  Repub- 
lican inequities  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  equality,  so  that  those 
test  able  to  bsar  the  burden  of  government  shall  at  least  sustain 
their  just  share,  and  luxuries  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of  life 
shall  contribute  to  its  support. 

Have  no  fears;  the  Democratic  party  will  do  this.  It  stands 
to-day  where  it  always  has  stood  and  where  it  always  will  stand — 
for  equal  rights  to  all,  special  privileges  to  none;  for  social  order 
and  good  government;  for  retrenchment  and  reform;  for  home 
rule;  for  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  men — no  class  legislation, 
no  caste,  no  cant,  no  pretense,  no  hypocrisy,  no  sumptuary  and 
oppressive  laws;  for  the  home  and  the  schoolhouse;  for  free  men; 
for  a  free  and'  untrammeled  press;  for  freedom  of  speech,  free- 
dom of  action,  and  freedom  of  trade;  for  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty; for  the  rights  of  man;  for  the  sanctity  of  the  taUot  box; 
for  peace  and  harmony — the  strength  and  support  of  all  great 
institutions— between  labor  and  capital;  for  a  fair  day's  pay  for 
an  honest  day's  work;  for  a  loyal  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  the 
majority;  for  the  money  of  the  Constitution — a  nonfluctuating 
dollar — worth  at  all  times  100  cents;  for  an  equitable  system  of 
taxation  adequate  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  hon- 
estly and  eaonomically  administered,  and  so  distributed  that  the 
rich  as  well  as  the  poor  shall  pay  their  just  share  of  the  burden; 
for  the  election  of  Senators  in  Congress  hy  a  direct  vote  of  the 
people;  for  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution;  for  necessary 
internal  improvements;  for  the  upbuilding  of  our  merchant  ma- 
rine; for  the  abolition  of  every  criminal  monopoly;  for  friendship 
with  all  nations,  entangling  alliances  with  none;  for  the  Monroe 
doctrine;  for  sympathy  with  the  oppressed  of  every  land  and  in 
every  clime;  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions,  and  for 
the  sublime  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  here 
and  wherever  our  flag.  Old  Glory,  gieets  the  morning  sun  and 
floats  in  the  free  air  of  heaven. 

These  principles  are  now  a  part,  have  always  been  a  part,  and 
must  ever  continue  to  be  apart  of  the  afBrmative  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Men  may  come  and  men  may  go,  but  these 
principles  are  undying  and  will  go  on  forever. 

I  have  no  fears  for  Democracy.  Its  future  is  as  secure  as  its 
past  is  glorious,  and  its  ultimate  success  is  written  on  the  pages 
of  destiny.  It  will  live  to  voice  the  sentiments  of  liberty  and  to 
give  breath  to  the  freedom  of  the  fathei's;  it  will  live  to  remedy 
every  national  evil  and  to  correct  every  governmental  abtise;  it 
will  live  to  push  onward  the  forces  of  civilization,  to  lift  human- 
ity to  a  higher  plane  in  the  march  of  progress— ^to  champion  the 
cause  that  lacks  assistance,  to  stem  the  tide  that  needs  resistance, 
to  battle  for  the  weak  against  the  strong,  for  the  right  against 
the  wroag;  it  will  live  to  stop  the  predatory  few — under  the  cloak 
of  law — from  robbing  the  protesting  many;  it  will  live  to  com- 
mend the  Constitution,  to  defend  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  to  fight  for  the  glory  of  the  flag;  it  will  live  because  it 
has  a  mission— a  mission  that  can  never  die — the  true  mission  of 
Democracy — to  make  all  the  world  free  and  all  mankind  brothers. 
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SPEECH 

OF 

HON.   WM.   SULZEE. 


Ml-.  SULZER  said : 

Mr.  Chaibman.  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  aud  alwayn  ex- 
pect to  be  a  friend  of  the  vimerican  Navy.  It  is  the  strongest 
arm  of  our  national  defense  in  time  of  war,  and  the  best  guar- 
anty of  our  lasting  peace.  It  is  national  insurance,  and  every 
dollar  spent  for  the  Navy  is  economy  in  the  long  ran. 

To  my  surprise,  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  this  dec 
bate  against  these  two  battle  ships  alluded  to  the  remote  possi- 
bility that  it  may  impede  the  bill  appropriating  money  for  the 
constniction  of  public  buildings.  In  my  opinion,  that  idea  or 
suggestion  is  unsound  and  untenable.  What  is  the  use  of  us  ap- 
propriating money  to  constnict  public  buildings  in  our  large 
seacoast  cities  if  we  do  not  appropriate  money  to  continue  the 
construction  of  the  navy  to  protect  these  buildings  in  case  of 
war?  Let  me  remind  these  gentlemen  that  in  1812  there  were 
public  buildings  in  the  United  States,  but  a  foreign  fleet  came  to 
ouf  shores  and  many  of  these  public  buildings  were  destroyed 
and  this  very  Capitol  burned  to  the  ground  because  the  Amer- 
ican people  did  not  have  a  navy  to  protect  its  public  buildings 
aud  rei)el  foreign  invasion.     [Applause.] 

As  a  friend  of  the  American  Navy,  voicing,  as  I  believe,  the 
mature  and  deliberate  judgment  of  my  constituents  and  a  great 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
vision in  this  bill  for  the  construction  of  two  more  battle  ships. 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  an  intelligent  man  in  the  country  who 
has  looked  into  this  matter  and  has  studied  the  true  situation 
that  would  be  opposed  to  the  appropriation  for  these  twa  new 
battle  ships.  I  do  not  understand  how  a  Representative  from 
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New  York  City,  or  from  any  other  groat  city  on  onr  Atlantic, 
Gulf,  or  Pacific  coasts  can  vote  against  tliese  two  battle  ships  or 
can  opjiose  the  judicious  increase  of  the  American  Navy.  We 
know  how  the  people  of  New  York  and  other  seaport  towns  felt 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  I  know  what 
the  feeling  of  the  people  of  New  York  City  was  when  a  Spanish 
war  vessel  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  anchored  in  New  Yoric  Bay 
just  before  war  was  declared  against  Spain. 

There  are  no  politics  in  the  Navy  or  in  continuing  its  effi- 
ciency. It  is  a  nonpartisan  question,  and  eveiT  true  American, 
no  mutter  what  his  opinion  may  be  regarding  the  Army,  is 
in  favor  of  increasing  our  Navy  until  we  have  one  of  the  strong- 
est and  one  of  the  best  navies  in  the  world.  To  strike  out  of 
this  bill  one  of  these  battle  ships  would  be  naval  retrogression. 
It  would  be  a  step  backwards  in  our  naval  policy.  The  Ameri- 
can Navy  is  growing.  I  want  to  see  it  continue  to  grow  until 
we  have  a  navj-.  second  to  none  in  the  world.  It  will  be  money 
well  spent  in  the  end,  and  it  will  be  economy  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. The  American  people,  in  my  judgment,  do  not  want  to 
stop  the  gi'owth  of  their  Navy.  I  believe  the  Jlombers  of  this 
House  by  adhering  to  tlie  provisions  in  tliis  bill  for  two  new 
battle  ships  will  only  meet  the  just  expectations  of  their  con- 
stituents.    [Applause.] 

The  American  people  take  a  just  pride  in  their  Navy.  They 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  qt  it,  to  be  proud  of  its  past,  to  be 
proud  of  it  now,  and  to  be  proud  of  its  future.  The  Navy  is  one 
of  America's  greatest  iustitutions-^a  bulwark  of  defense,  a 
mighty  engine  of  offense — and  should  be  liberally  supported  by 
the  Congress  of  the  l.'nited  States  for  all  its  wants  by  generous 
appropriations. 

Every  dollar  spent  on  the  Navy  is  just  so  much  money  ex- 
pended for  insurance.  A  better  investment  coidd  not  be  made. 
AVe  must  all  stand  by  and  for  the  Navy. 

The  most  unthinking  individual  In  the  country  realizes  how 

important  it  is  for  the  Government  to  have  a  strong,  a  great, 

and  a  mighty  navy.     We  have  a  larger  and  more  vulnerable 

seaboard  than  any  other  country  in  the  world.     We  will  soon,  I 
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believe,  have  a  great  merc-bant  marine.  We  have  great  cities 
of  Immense  wealth,  of  costly  buildings,  of  commerce,  and  of 
property,  the  value  of  which  is  incalculable,  all  along  our  sea- 
coasts.  They  must  and  should  be  all  protected,  and  they  can 
not  be  better  protected,  better  safeguarded  than  by  a  modern, 
a  commensurate,  a  powerful,  and  an  efficient  navy.     [Applause.] 

I  Shalt  vote  for  these  two  additional  battle  ships.  I  have 
never  voted  to  cripple  the  Navy  and  I  hope  I  never  shall.  I 
am  in  favor  of  increasing  tlie  power,  the  strength,  the  tonnage, 
and  tlie  efficiency  of  the  American  Navy.  I  know  how  nervous 
the  merchants  in  New  York  felt  when  a  Spani.sh  war  vessel 
cros.sed  the  Atlantic  and  anchored  in  New  York  Bay  just  before 
war  was  declared  against  Spain.  The  people  of  my  city  are 
now.  ever  have  been,  and,  in  my  judgment,  ever  will  be.  in  favor 
of  doing  eveiything  in  their  iiower  to  keep  up  the  efficiency  and 
continue  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy.  The  American  Navy 
is  growing.     We  ought  to  do  nothing  to  stop  that  growtli. 

Mr.  IIADDOX  rose. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  regret.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  not  yield  to  the 
gentleman  now ;  I  have  only  five  minutes.  We  ought  to  do 
nothing.  I  sny,  to  stop  that  growth,  and  I  hope  that  the  gontlo- 
man  from  Georgia  [Mr.  M.\i)dox]  will,  when  the  time  comes, 
vote  in  favor  of  these  two  more  battle  .shlp.=i.     [A)iplausc.] 

We  do  not  want  to  take  a  step  backward.  Our  policy  in 
naval  maltei's  .sliould  be  progress — forward  along  well-defined 
and  legitimate  lines.  The  war  now  going  on  between  Russia 
and  .Tapan  demonstrates  the  helplessness  of  a  country  who.se 
navy  is  -at  the  bottom  of  the  .sea.  Have  we  so  soon  forgotten 
the  lessons  of  the  Spanish-American  war?  Have  we  forgotten 
what  Dewey  did  at  Manila  and  what  Schley  did  at  Santiago? 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  MADDOX.     I  say,  hold  on.     [I.anghter.] 

Mr.  SULZER.     Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  not  yield. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  gentleman  declines  to  yield. 

Mr.  MADDOX.     Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.   SULZER.     Well,   I  v.ill  yield  to  the  gentleman  for  just 
one  question. 
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Mr.  MADDOX.  I  only  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  how  many 
battle  ships  he  is  in  favor  of? 

Mr.  SULZER.  Two  now.  That  is  what  I  said— that  is  what 
this  naval  bill  says. 

Mr.  MADDOX.    Go  ahead,  then ;  I  am  with  you.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  am  glad  to  know  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia is  with  me,  and  I  trust  all  the  Jlembers  on  this  side  of  the 
House  will  be  with  me.  I  do  not  understand,  I  can  not  compre- 
hend, how  any  Member  of  this  House,  realizing  our  great  coast 
line,  our  interests  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  realizing  the 
wealth  of  our  cities  situated  upon  our  shores,  can  possibly  ob- 
ject to  the  building  of  two  more  battle  ships  and  oppose  the 
continuance  of  an  Increase  of  the  Navy  by  voting  to  strike  out 
the  provision  in  this  bill  for  two  more  battle  ships. 

Kow,  Jlr.  Chairman,  just  a  few  words  in  conclusion.  I  shall 
vote  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  two  more  battle  ships  as  pro- 
vided in  this  bill,  because  we  need  a  great  navy  to  protect  our 
commerce  on  the  high  seas  and  to  vindicate  American  citizen- 
ship and  all  that  it  stands  for  in  every  port  and  in  every  land  in 
the  world.  I  believe  in  the  Navy.  I  stand  for  the  Navy,  and 
while  I  am  in  Congress  I  will  always  do  all  that  I  can  for  the 
Navy — for  the  men  on  deck,  for  the  men  below,  and  for  the  men 
behind  the  guns.  All  honor  and  all  glory  to  the  American  sail- 
ors, to  the  American  Navy,  and  to  their  patriotic,  their  heroic, 
and  their  splendid  achievements.     [Ai)plause.] 

The   CHAIRMAN.     The   time   of   the   gentleman   from   New 
York  has  expired. 
C250 

0 


THE  AMERICAN  MERCHANT  MARINE. 


'Do  soniethitif/  for  our  shipping  interests,  and  do  it 
quichli/,  and  stop  talking." 


SPEECH 


HON.  WM.  SULZEE, 

OIF  3srE-w  "stoek:. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


l^ebruary    22,   1905. 


1905. 
0269 


SPEECH 

OF 

HOX.    WM.    SULZER, 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  tlie  Wliole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  nnd  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H-  It.  18800)  making 
appioprialions  for  the  construction,  repair,  and  preservation  of  cer- 
tain public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  The  remarks  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
I'roui  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenor]  interested  uie — in  fact,  everj-thing 
the  gentleman  says  interests  me — esiiecially  that  part  of  his 
speech  hi  whicli  he  referred  to  the  American  merchant  marine 
I  desire,  however,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  gentleman  is  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Mei'chant  Marine,  and  we  look  to  him  for  legislation  on  this 
subject. 

Just  before  the  Congress  adjourned  at  its  last  session  it  ap- 
]>0!nted  a  joint  committee  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  decline 
of  our  merchant  marine  and  to  recommend  to  this  session  of 
Congress  legislation  to  restore  our  former  glory  in  over-sea 
carrying  trade.  I  voted  for  the  resolution  to  appoint  that  com- 
mittee, and  when  I  did  so  I  indulged  the  hope  that  the  bright 
day  was  not  far  distant  when  something  more  than  emptj' 
words  and  hollow  promises  would  bo  done  for  the  shipping  in- 
terests of  the  L'nited  States.  But  I  am,  for.sooth,  doomed  to 
deep  and  bitter  disappointment.  Nothing  has  been  done,  and, 
take  my  word  for  it,  nothing  will  be  done — I  was  going  to  say 
that  nothing  was  ever  intended  to  be  done ;  but  lot  us  proceed 
and  see  what  tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  this  committee  did 
and  have  done.  It  would  be  ludicrous  if  it  were  not  so  tragical 
and  humiliating. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenor]  was  a  prominent 
member  of  that  committee,  and,  knowing  him  as  I  do,  I  lookea 
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for  results.  At  last  I  thought  that  now  something  is  going  to 
be  done  in  a  businesslike  way  for  our  merchant  marine.  That 
committee  met  and  organized,  and  held  sessions  during  last 
summer  and  fall  in  all  the  large  cities  of  the  country.  The 
committee  called  many  witnesses  and  took  a  great  deal  of  testi- 
mony, which  testimony  wa.s  filed  at  the  beginning  of  this  ses- 
sion with  the  Committee  on  Merchant  Marine  and  Fisheries. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  asked  for  an  extension  of  time  to 
make  the  report.  It  was  granted  until  the  first  part  of  January. 
An  extension  of  time,  I  say,  was  granted,  and  the  gentleman 
made  a  very  long  and  voluminous  report,  but  you  can  not  make 
head  nor  tail  out  of  it.  A  Philadelphia  lawyer  can  not  tell 
what  it  means.  The  most  luminous  mind  in  the  country  can 
not  comprehend  what  it  recommends.  And  the  bill  that  was 
reported  with  it  is  a  trust  bill — a  subsidy  bill — to  rob  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  The  whole  thing  is  a  farce,  and 
nothing  is  to  be  done  for  our  merchant  marine.  The  time  for 
final  adjournment  is  at  hand,  and  legislation  for  our  merchant 
marine — to  place  the  American  flag  again  where  it  was  before 
the  civil  war,  on  every  sea  and  in  every  port — seems  to  be  sus- 
pended, like  iloliammed's  coffin,  somewhere  between  heaven  and 
earth. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  it  is  pretty  well  understood  that  I  am  a 
friend  of  the  great  shipping  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
have  done  all  in  nvy  power  ever  since  I  have  been  a  Member  of 
this  House  to  aid  in  a  practical  way  the  immediate  restoration 
of  onr  merchant  marine.  I  have  introduced  several  hills  in  dif- 
ferent CoJigrosses,  and  have  a  bill  now  pending  before  the  com- 
mittee of  which  the  gefttleman  from  Ohio  is  chairman,  that,  if 
enacted  in  law,  would  solve  the  problem  and  give  onr  own  people 
onr  over-sea  carrying  trade.  This  bill  of  mine  is  in  line  with  the 
promises  of  the  Republican  party's  platform  in  favor  of  dis- 
criminating duties.  The  gentleman's  bill  is  for  subsidies.  I 
am  04>poseU  to  subsidies,  I  am  opposed  to  robbiag  tiie  many 
for  the  benefit  of  tbe  few.  I  staiwl  now,  and  have  always  stood, 
on  thi.s  question  just  >vhere  President  McKinley  stood  when  he 
said: 

We  miist  eneoiirskge  our  merchant  mai-lne.     We  must  have  more  ships. 
They   must   be   manaed   by   and   owned   by   Americana.     The   policy   of 
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diserlminatlng  duties  In  favor  ot  our  shipping  which  prevallc(J  In  tlie 
early  yeara  of  our  history  shqiild  be  again  promptly  adopted  by  Con- 
gress and  vigorously  supported  until  our  prestige  and  supremacy  on 
the  seas  arc  fully  attained. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  that  a 
subsidy  bill  can  not  pass  this  House.  I  know  a  bill  along  the 
lines  of  discriminating  duties  can.  It  is  our  old  and  true 
policy,  and  the  only  feasible  remedy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  fact,  and  we  all  know  it,  that  the  United 
States  in  1810,  with  7,000,000  inhabitants,  owned  more  regis- 
tered tonnage  for  over-sea  trade  than  the  United  States  of  1904, 
with  a  population  of  80,000,000.  This  tonnage  in  1.810  was 
981,000 ;  it  is  now  873,000,  and,  worse  still,  it  showed  an  actual 
decrease  of  G,000  tons  from  the  year  before.  In  1810  American 
ships  and  American  sailors  carried  01.5  iier  cent  of  tlieir  coun- 
try's ocean  trade,  and,  moreover,  a  great  share  of  that  of 
Euroipe. 

In  1801,  though  we  had  already  lost  our  Atlantic  steam  lines 
and  our  shipbuilding  was  falling  off,  we  still  carried  05.2  per 
cent  of  our  own  trade  and  some  of  the  trade  of  other  nations ; 
but  American  ships  last  year  conveyed  only  S.S  per  cent  of  our 
imiwrts  and  exports.  Our  registered  tonnage  in  1801  stood  at 
2.490,000.  It  stands  now  at  873,000.  Two-thirds  of  our  once 
great  and  powerful  deep-sea  fleet  has  vanished ;  and  not  one 
new  keel  for  a  deep-sea  ship  is  being  laid  on  either  our  Atlantic 
or  Pacific  coast  line,  and  meanwhile  an  ever-increasing  fleet 
of  foreign  vessels  tiu-ongs  our  ports  and  monopolizes  the  carry- 
ing of  more  than  nine-tenths  of  our  import  and  export  commerce. 

The  United  States  pays  to  these  foreign  vessels  for  conveying 
our  freights  and  passengers  upward  of  $200,000,000  a  year. 
Much  of  this  vast  sum  of  monej-  goes  to  steamers  which  are 
regidarly  enrolled  on  the  "  merchant  cruiser  "  list  of  European 
governments,  which  are  manned  by  naval  reserve  ofiiccrs  and 
sailors,  and  are  available  for  service  against  us  in  case  of  war. 

The  British  Empire  has  14,800,000  tons  of  merchant  shipping: 

Germany,   2,900,000   tons;  France,   1,480,000   tons;  Norway,    1,- 

CCO.OOO  tons;  Italy.  1.180,000  tons.     By  far  the  larger  part  of 

all   these  fleets   is  engaged  in  ocean  carrying,  but  the  United 
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States  of  America,  which  produces  far  more  merchandise  and 
now  sends  more  abroad  than  any  other  nation,  has  a  fleet  reg- 
istered for  deep-sea  commerce  of  only  873,000  tons. 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  is  the  situation  at  present.  Let  me  ask 
tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  talks  so  glibly  in  favor  of  the 
American  merchant  marine,  what  has  he  done  for  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  marine?  He  is  charged  with  the  responsibility. 
He  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  He  has  a  united  and 
solid  majority  behind  him.  What  has  he  done  for  this  vast 
interest?  This  Congress  has  been  in  session  ever  since  last 
December. 

Mr.  GROSVENOR.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  answer 
him? 

ilr.  SULZER.  Not  just  now.  I  have  only  a  few  minutes, 
and  I  did  not  interrupt  the  gentleman's  speech.  [Laughter.] 
What  has  become  of  the  gentleman's  bill  for  the  American  mer- 
chant marine?  He  has  a  large  majority  on  his  side  of  the 
House;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  could 
have  brought  in  a  rule  and  the  bill  could  have  been  considered 
long  ago.  The  whole  subject  could  have  been  debated,  the 
bill  amended  and  made  into  a  good  bill  to  really  aid  and  help 
the  American  merchant  marine. 

Then  we  could  havii  passed  it,  as  we  have  so  many  other  good 
bills,  and  finally  sent  it  over  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  that  august  tomb  of  all  popular  legislation.  [Laughter 
and  applause.] 

Now,  sir,  1  submit  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  done 
this  much  he  would  at  least  have  done  his  duty ;  would  at  least 
have  done  something  for  his  country ;  would  at  least  have  shown 
his  good  will  for  the  American  merchant  marine ;  would  at 
least,  to  some  small  degree,  have  shown  his  desire  to  keep  the 
promises  of  hLs  party  on  this  great  and  important  question. 
But  instead  of  doing  this — doing,  I  say,  what  he  ought  to  have 
done — he  gets  up  here  at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  session  and 
talks  about  the  tribulations  of  Russia  and  her  defeats  on  land 
and  sea  being  due  to  the  fact  that  Japan  has  a  great  merchant 
marine  to  aid  her  navy,  transport  her  troops,  and  carry  her 
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conmierce,  and  Russia  has  not.  Tliat  luay  all  be  true,  and  if 
it  is,  it  is  an  arraignment  of  tlie  gentleman  and  Lis  party  for 
tbeir  indolence  and  failure  to  do  what  ought  to  have  been  done 
long  ago  for  our  niorchnnt  marine.  Do  something.  I  say  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  for  our  shii)i)ing  interests,  and  do  it 
quickly  and  stop  talliing.     [Laughter  and  applause.] 

'I'he  CIIAlllMAX.     'J'lie  time  of  the  gentleman  has  o.'cpired. 
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Mr.  ST:lZER  said: 

M)-.  CiiAiBMAX.  I  am  now,  nlways  have  been,  and  aUvaj-.s  ex- 
)ieet  to  bo  a  fiieud  of  the  Ameiiean  Navy.  It  is  the  strongest 
anil  of  onr  national  defense  in  time  of  war,  and  the  best  guar- 
anty of  our  lasting  peace.  It  is  national  insurance,  and  every 
dollar  sj)ent  for  the  Navy  is  economy  in  the  long  run. 

To  my  surprise,  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  this  de- 
bate against  these  two  battle  shii)s  alluded  to  the  remote  possi- 
bility that  it  may  impede  the  bill  appropriating  money  for  the 
construction  of  public  buildings.  In  my  oiiinion,  that  idea  or 
snggestion  is  unsound  and  untenable.  Wliat  is  the  use  of  us  ap- 
pj'opriating  mojiey  to  construct  imblic  buildings  in  our  large 
seacoast  cities  if  wo  do  not  appropriate  money  to  continue  the 
construction  of  the  navy  to  protect  these  buildings  in  case  of 
war?  Lot  me  remind  these  gentlemen  that  in  1S12  there  were 
jiublic  buildings  in  the  I'nited  States,  but  a  foreign  fleet  came  to 
our  shores  and  nutny  of  these  public  buildings  were  destroyed 
and  this  very  Capitol  burned  to  the  ground  because  the  Amer- 
ican people  did  not  have  a  navy  to  protect  its  pul)lic  buildings 
and  repel  foreign  invasion.     [Applause.] 

As  a  friend  of  the  American  Navy,  voicing,  as  I  believe,  the 
mature  and  deliberate  judgment  of  my  constituents  and  a  great 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  Xew  York,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
vision in  this  bill  for  the  construction  of  two  more  battle  ships. 
1  do  not  believe  there  is  an  intelligent  man  in  the  country  who 
has  looked  into  this  matter  and  has  studied  the  true  situation 
that  would  be  ojiposed  to  the  apj)ropriation  for  these  two  new 
battle  ships.     I  do  not  understand  how  u  Representative  from 


New  Xork  City,  or  from  any  otber  great  city  on  our  Atlantic, 
Gulf,  or  Pacific  coasts  can  vote  against  these  two  battle  ships  or 
can  opiiose  the  judicious  increase  of  the  American  Navy.  We 
know  how  the  people  of  New  York  and  other  seaport  towns  felt 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  I  know  what 
the  feeling  of  the  people  of  New  York  City  was  when  a  Spanish  , 
war  vessel  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  anchored  in  New  York  Bay 
just  before  war  was  declared  against  Spain. 

There  are  no  politics  in  the  Navy  or  in  continuing  its  efii- 
ciency.  It  is  a  nonpartisan  question,  and  every  true  American, 
no  matter  what  his  opinion  may  bo  regarding  the  Army,  is 
in  favor  of  increasing  our  Navy  until  we  have  one  of  the  strong- 
est and  one  of  the  best  navies  in  the  world.  To  strike  out  of 
this  bill  one  of  these  battle  ships  would  bo  naval  retrogression. 
It  would  be  a  stop  backwards  in  our  naval  policy.  The  Ameri- 
can Navy  is  growing.  I  want  to  see  it  continue  to  grow  until 
we  have  a  navy  second  to  none  in  the  world.  It  will  be  money 
well  spent  in  the  end,  and  it  will  be  economy  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. The  American  people,  in  uij-  judgment,  do  not  want  to 
stop  the  growth  of  their  Navy.  I  believe  the  Members  of  this 
House  by  adhering  to  the  provisions  in  this  bill  for  two  new 
battle  ships  will  only  meet  the  just  expectations  of  their  con- 
stituents.    [Applause.] 

The  American  people  take  a  just  pride  in  their  Navy.  They 
have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  it,  to  be  proud  of  its  past,  to  be 
proud  of  it  now,  and  to  be  proud  of  its  future.  The  Navy  is  one 
of  America's  greatest  institutions — a  bulwark  of  defense,  a 
mighty  engine  of  offense — and  should  be  liberally  supported  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  all  its  wants  by  generous 
appropriations. 

Every  dollar  spent  on  the  Na^■y  is  just  so  much  money  ex- 
pended for  insurance.  A  better  investment  could  not  be  made. 
■\Ve  must  all  stand  by  and  for  the  Navy. 

The  most  unthinking  individual  in  the  country  realizes  how 

important  it  is  for  the  Government  to  have  a  strong,  a  gi'eat, 

and  a  mighty  navy.     "\Vo  have  a   larger  and  more  vulnerable 

seaboard  than  any  other  country  in  the  world.     Wc  will  soon,  I 

0250 


believe,  have  a  great  mercljant  marine.  We  liave  gre^t  cities 
of  inunensc  wealth,  of  costly  buildings,  of  commerce,  and  of 
property,  the  value  of  which  is  incalculable,  all  along  our  sea- 
coasts.  They  must  and  should  be  all  protected,  and  thej-  can 
not  bo  better  protected,  better  safeguanied  than  by  a  modern, 
a  commensurate,  a  powerful,  and  an  efficient  navy.     [Applause.! 

I  siiall  vote  for  these  two  additional  battle  ships.  I  have 
never  voted  to  cripple  the  Navy  and  I  hope  I  never  shall.  I 
am  in  favor  of  iucroasing  the  power,  the  strength,  the  tonnage, 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  American  Navy.  I  know  how  nervous 
the  merchants  in  New  Yorlc  felt  when  a  Spanish  war  vessel 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  anchored  in  New  York  Bay  just  before 
v.-ar  was  declared  against  Spain.  The  i>eople  of  my  city  are 
now,  ever  have  been,  and,  in  my  judgment,  ever  will  be,  in  favor 
of  doing  evciything  in  their  power  to  keep  up  the  efficiency  and 
continue  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy.  The  American  Navy 
is  growing.     Wo  ought  to  do  nothing  to  stop  that  growth. 

Mr.  WADDOX  rose. 

JMr.  SULZER.  I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  not  yield  to  the 
gentleman  now ;  I  have  only  five  minutes.  We  ought  to  do 
nothing,  I  say,  to  stop  that  growth,  and  I  hope  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  IMaddox]  will,  when  the  time  comes, 
vote  in  favor  of  these  two  more  battle  ships.     [Applause.] 

We  do  not  want  to  take  a  step  backward.  Our  policy  in 
naval  matters  should  be  progress — forward  along  well-defined 
and  legitimate  lines.  The  war  now  going  on  between  Russia 
and  Japan  demonstrates  the  helplessness  of  a  country  who.se 
navy  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Have  wo  so  soon  forgotten 
the  lessons  of  the  Spanish-American  war?  Have  we  forgotten 
what  Dewey  did  at  Manila  and  what  Schley  did  at  Santiago? 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  MADDOX.     I  say,  hold  on.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SULZER.     Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  not  yield. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  gentleman  declines  to  yield. 

Mr.  jrADDOX.     Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.  SULZER.  Well,  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  for  just 
one  question. 
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Mr.  MADDOX.  I  only  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  bow  many 
battle  sbips  be  is  in  favor  of? 

Mr.  SULZER.  Two  now.  Tbat  is  wliat  I  said — tbat  is  wbat 
tbis  naval  bill  says. 

Mr.  MADDOX.    Go  abead,  tben ;  I  am  witb  you.     [Laugbter.] 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  am  glad  to  know  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia is  witb  me,  and  I  trust  all  tbe  Slembers  on  tbis  side  of  tbe 
House  will  be  witb  me.  I  do  not  understand,  I  can  not  compre- 
bend,  bow  any  Member  of  tbis  House,  realizing  our  great  coast 
line,  our  interests  on  tbe  Atlantic  and  tbe  Pacific,  realizing  tbe 
wealtb  of  our  cities  situated  upon  our  shores,  can  possibly  ob- 
ject to  tbe  building  of  two  more  battle  ships  and  oppose  tbe 
continuance  of  an  increase  of  tbe  Navy  by  voting  to  strike  out 
tbe  provision  in  tbis  bill  for  two  more  battle  ships. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  just  a  few  words  in  conclusion.  I  sliall 
vote  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  two  more  battle  ships  as  pro- 
vided in  tbis  bill,  because  we  need  a  great  navy  to  protect  our 
conunerce  on  the  high  seas  and  to  vindicate  American  citizen- 
ship and  ail  that  it  stands  for  in  every  i)ort  and  in  every  land  in 
tbe  world.  I  believe  in  the  Navy.  I  stand  for  tlie  Navy,  and 
while  I  am  in  Congress  I  will  always  do  all  that  I  can  for  tbe 
Navy — for  the  men  on  deck,  for  the  men  below,  and  for  tbe  men 
behind  the  guns.  All  honor  and  all  glory  to  the  American  sail- 
ors, to  the  American  Navy,  and  to  their  patriotic,  their  heroic, 
and  their  splendid  achievements.     [Ap))lause.] 

The   CHAIRMAN.     The   time   of   the   gentleman    from   New 
York  has  expired. 
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SPEECH 

OF 

HON.   WM.   SULZER, 


The  House  being  In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  and  harlng  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  18969) 
making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1906,  and  for  other  purposes — 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  rent  of  old  custom-house :  for  rental  of  temporary 
quarters  for  the  accommodation  of  certain  Government  officials,  $130,- 
600. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  para- 
graph just  read  by  the  Clerk  to  pay  the  National  City  Bank  of 
New  York  City  .$130,600  for  one  year's  rent  for  the  old  custom- 
house in  the  city  of  New  York.  I  think  most  of  the  Members 
know  something  about  this  old,  bewhiskered,  long-standing, 
and  continuing  steal  by  the  National  City  Bank  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  It  is  a  great  national  scandal.  The  Members  of 
this  House,  I  take  it,  have  not  forgotten  the  fight  I  made  last 
year  against  this  steal,  and  for  several  years,  ever  since  the 
scandal  began,  when  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Lyman  J.  Gage,  entered  into  a  private  contract,  I  think  in  1897 
or  1898,  with  the  National  City  Bank  to  sell  to  it  the  old  cus- 
tom-house property,  taking  in  an  entire  block  in  Wall  street,  for 
about  one-half  of  the  real  value  of  the  property.  I  think  the 
purchase  price  agreed  on  was  $3,200,000,  about  one-half  the 
true  value  of  the  property  according  to  the  opinion  of  competent 
real  estate  experts.  The  bank  has  on  deposit  upward  of  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  million  dollars  all  the  time  of  the  Govern- 
ment's money,  for  which  it  pays  the  Government  no  interest. 

The  bank  paid  the  Government  ?50,000  on  account  of  the 
$3,200,000  that  they  were  to  pay  for  this  property,  but  the  rest 
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of  the  money  the  bank  has  never  paid  to  the  Government,  and 
the  deed  from  the  Government  to  the  bank  has  never  been  de- 
livered and  recorded  In  the  city  of  New  Xork.  The  consequence 
is  that  for  years  the  bank  has  held  the  Government's  money, 
paid  the  Government  no  Interest  on  it,  and  has  loaned  this 
money  out  to  borrowers  and  made  from  60  to  80  per  cent  profit 
a  year  on  the  money  loaned — the  people's  money,  too.  Then  the 
next  thing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gage,  did  was  to 
agree  that  the  Government  would  pay  the  bank  a  rental  of 
$130,600  a  year  for  the  old  custom-house  until  the  new  custom- 
house is  finished,  and  no  one  can  tell  how  long  that  will  be ;  and 
the  Government  has  been  paying  the  National  City  Bank  this 
amount  of  money — $130,600  a  year — for  rent  ever  since  that 
transaction  took  place  six  or  seven  years  ago.  Mr.  Gage  was 
very  good  to  this  bank.  Why?  Well,  we  will  see.  Of  course 
it  was  a  secret,  unconscionable  contract.  Of  course  the  people 
were  robbed,  but  that  is  the  policy  of  the  "  system." 

The  result  is  that  the  Government  has  never  received  a 
dollar,  still  owns  the  property  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  and 
is  paying  every  year  a  rental  of  $130,600  to  the  National  City 
Bank.  Shocking,  is  it  not?  And  if  it  continues  the  bank  will 
get  back  from  the  Government  practically  every  dollar  that  the 
bank  agreed  to  jiay  the  Government  for  the  property,  and  if  it 
keeps  on  for  a  few  years  more  the  National  City  Bank  will  get 
this  custom-house  property,  one  of  the  most  valuable  blocks  'of 
property  in  the  city  of  New  York — some  say  it  is  now  worth 
$10,000,000— for  absolutely  nothing.  And  do  not  forget  the 
bank  has  never  parted  with  a  dollar — kept  the  money  in  the 
bank  all  the  time — just  transferred  it,  if  you  please,  from  one 
account  to  another.     Here  is  frenzied  finance  indeed. 

Now,  another  thing  I  desire  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
Members  of  this  House  in  this  connection,  and  that  is  that  the 
failure  of  the  Government  to  deed  this  property  to  the  bank 
and  the  failure  of  the  bank  to  record  the  deed  in  the  register's 
office  of  the  county  of  New  York  prevents  the  city  of  New  York 
from  taxing  this  property,  because  it  still  remains  Government 
property — the  title  stands  in  the  name  of  the  Government 
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The  city  of  New  York  Is  therefore  deprived  of  a  large  amount 
of  tax  every  year,  because  the  city  or  the  State  can  not  tax 
Government  property.  This  Is  one  of  the  greatest  scandals 
in  this  country.  It  is  a  notorious  fraud,  and  is  a  stench  in  the 
nostrils  of  honest  men.  It  should  be  stopped  now.  We  can 
do  it  by  striking  out  of  this  bill  this  appropriation  of  $130,600 
for  rent,  which  is  a  fraud  on  its  face;  and  if  we  do  we  will 
compel  the  bank  to  pay  the  money  it  owes  into  the  United 
States  Treasury  and  record  the  deed,  so  that  the  property  can 
be  taxed  by  the  people  of  New  York  City.  Let  us  do  this  and 
end  this  disgraceful  business.  What  is  the  influence  behind 
the  National  City  Bank?  Who  ow.is  this  bank?  Every  man  in 
this  House  knows  what  that  influence  Is  and  means.  Every 
Member  knows,  or  should  know,  that  the  National  City  Bank 
is  the  Standard  Oil  bank — the  Rockefeller  bank.  That  tells 
the  story.  That  is  why  this  damnable  steal  is  a  yearly  con- 
tinuing steal.  Read  Thomas  W.  Lawson's  story  of  "  Frenzied 
Finance"  in  Everybody's  Magazine  and  you  will  know  the 
sinister  grafting  influence,  the  tremendous  political  power  that 
bank  has  had  in  governmental  affairs  in  this  country,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  malignant  influence  in  Wall  street  on  the  finances 
of  the  country. 

If  there  is  a  Member  here  In  doubt  as  to  how  he  should  vote 
on  my  motion,  I  suggest  that  he  get  and  read  the  report  made 
by  Secretary  Gage  to  this  House  in  answer  to  a  resolution  in- 
troduced by  me  calling  for  the  letters  from  the  officers  of  the 
National  City  Bank  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Gage,  and  the 
latter's  answer  thereto.  Read  those  incriminating  letters.  The 
National  City  Bank  wanted  the  people's  money  deposited  in  its 
bank — because,  forsooth,  it  had  made  a  large  campaign  contribu- 
tion to  the  Republican  party  in  1896. 

Mr.  Gage  got  out  of  the  Cabinet  soon  after  these  disclosures 
were  made.  Why?  I  believe  he  became  president  of  a  national 
bank  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Who  owns  or  controls  this 
bank?  Ask  the  National  City  Bank.  The  "system"  always 
takes  care  of  its  own.  But  I  want  to  be  just  and  charitable, 
and  I  will  not  pursue  this  matter  further.  All  I  want  to  do 
now  is  to  stop  the  steal — end  the  scandal.  Let  the  bank  pay  the 
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Government  what  It  owes.  Let  the  deed  be  filed  and  recorded, 
and  the  bank  will  have  to  pay  Its  share  ot  the  taxes  of  New 
York  County. 

I  trust  my  motion  will  prevail.     [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  expired  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Sulzeb]  moves  to  strike  out  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  HBMENWAY.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  statements  made  by 
the  gentlemen  have  been  made  over  and  over  in  this  House.  The 
contract  was  made  years  ago.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  Is  a 
contract  of  the  Government  made  under  authority  of  law,  and 
if  we  were  to  fail  to  appropriate  in  this  bill  for  the  rent  the  City 
National  Bank  could  go  into  court  and  get  its  money  in  a  judg- 
ment against  the  United  States  for  rent. 

Mr.  SULZER.     What  court? 

Mr.  HEMENWAY.     Oh,  the  gentleman  will  please 

Mr.  SULZER.     Oh,  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  HBMENWAY.  The  gentleman  will  please  keep  quiet 
until  I  yield  to  him.    I  have  not  yielded  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  SULZER.     Well,  answer  that  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  not 
yielded  to  a  question. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Oh,  he  can  not  answer  the  question.  I 
thought  he  was  a  lawyer. 

•  •••••* 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi.  W^hat  was  the  amount  of 
money  paid  the  City  Bank  for  this  building? 

Mr.  HEMENWAY.     I  forget,  as  It  has  been  so  long  back. 

Mr.  BAKER.     Over  $3,000,000. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Three  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  this  property,  from  the  estimate  of  competent  real  estate 
dealers,  is  worth  over  $6,000,000. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  Mississippi.     What  did  it  sell  for? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Three  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

•  •*♦»»• 

Mr.  PINLEY.     Will  the  gentleman  permit  a  question? 
Mr.  HEMENWAY.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PINLEY.     How  long  will  this  contract  continue? 
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Mr.  HEMBNWAT.  This  contract  continues,  I  suppose,  until 
the  new  custom-house  is  completed  in  New  Yorls.  I  am  right  on 
that,  am  I  not? 

Mr.  PINLEY.     This  is  a  part  of  the  contract? 

Mr.  HBMENWAT.     That  is  a  part  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hemenway]  that  as  the  work  is  now  progressing  on  the 
new  custom-house  and  as  it  has  progressed  for  the  past  four  or 
five  years,  it  will  take  ten  years  more  at  least  to  build  and 
finish  it.  By  that  time  the  bank  will  have  received  for  rent 
from  the  Government  more  money  than  the  banlc  actually 
agreed  to  pay  for  the  old  custom-house  property. 

Mr.  HEMENWAY.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  progress  of 
the  building  over  there,  but  we  are  to  pay  4  per  cent  of  the  pur- 
chase price  until  the  new  custom-house  is  completed.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  ask  for  a  vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  again  read  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

On  page  10  strike  out  lines  6  to  9,  both  Inclusive. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  on  a  division  (demanded  by 
Mr.  Sulzer)  there  were — ayes  74,  noes  74. 

Mr.  SULZER.     I  ask  for  tellers,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  tellers  were  ordered.  The 
Chairman  appointed  as  tellers  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mr. 
Hemenway,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr.  Sulzeb. 

The  committee  again  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported  that 
there  were — ayes  90,  noes  77. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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SPEECH 

HON.    WM°'  SULZBR. 


Resolved,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  special  order  heretofore  adopted 
the  House  proceed  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Hon.  William  F. 
Mahoney,  late  a  Member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  particular  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  and  In  recognition  of  his  eminent  abilities  as  a  faithful  and 
distinguished  public  servant,  the  House,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  memo- 
rial proceedings  of  this  day,  shall  stand  adjourned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  communicate  these  resolutions  to  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be,  and  is  hereby.  Instructed  to  send  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Mr.  SULZER  said : 

Mr.  Speakbb  :  As  a  friend  of  William  F.  Mahonet,  I  come 
to-day  to  place  on  record  my  humble  tribute  to  his  memory. 
His  unexpected  death  was  a  grievous  blow  to  all  his  colleagues 
in  this  House,  and  a  terrible  shock  to  his  family,  his  relatives, 
and  his  innumerable  friends.  It  darkened  a  happy  home,  pros- 
trated a  loving  family,  and  cast  a  pall  of  sadness  over  his  native 
city.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  at  the  summit  of  his  career, 
in  the  zenith  of  his  fame,  in  the  service  of  his  country,  loved 
and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.     But — 

There  is  a  reaper  whose  name  is  Death, 

And  with  his  siclsle  keen 
He  reaps  the  bearded  grain  at  a  breath, 

.And  the  flowers  that  grow  between. 

And  our  friend  was  a  kindly,  stately,  knightly  flower  in  the 
great  garden  of  mankind. 

William  F.  Mahoney  was  born  in  Chicago  in  1856.  He  was 
a  true  son  of  the  great  metropolis  of  the  West — that  go-ahead, 
up-to-date,  progressive,  enterprising,  and  wonderful  city  on 
Lake  Michigan.  He  was  a  product  of  Chicago,  and  he 
loved  his  native  city  with  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature,  and 
always  grew  eloquent  when  discu.ssing  her  greatness  and  her 
sclories.  He  was  educated  in  her  schools,  grew  to  manhood 
in  her  smiles  and  sunshine,  became  one  of  her  leading  mer- 
chants, served  twelve  years  in  her  local  legislature,  and 
became  one  of  her  most  prominent,  popular,  and  distinguished 
citizens.  He  was  proud  of  Chicago  and  Chicago  was  proud  of 
him.  She  sent  him  to  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-eighth  Con- 
gresses, and  I  doubt  not  he  could  have  had  any  honor  in  her  gift. 

I  knew  Congressman  Mahoney  well.  We  served  together  for 
several  years  on  the  same  committee  in  this  House.  He  was  a 
good  man  and  a  true  man.  He  bad  a  genial,  sunshiny  nature, 
a  kindly,  sympathetic  disposition,  and  an  attractive,  magnetic, 
popular  personality.  He  quickly  made  friends,  and  the  friend- 
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ships  lasted  for  life.  He  was  a  friend  of  tbe  poor,  of  the  op- 
pressed, and  df  the  unfortunate.  He  was  a  lover  of  justice,  a 
believer  in  the  supremacy  of  law,  and  an  advocate  of  every 
righteous  cause.  He  stood  for  great  principles,  for  fair  play, 
for  even-handed  opportunity,  and  for  equal  rights  to  all,  special 
privileges  to  none.  He  hated  cant,  spurned  pretense,  and  de- 
spised hypocrisy.  He  was  no  skeptic — no  cynic.  He  was  an 
optimist,  and  not  a  pessimist.  He  loved  mankind,  and  believed 
the  world  is  growing  better.  He  was  a  loving  husband,  an  in- 
dulgent father,  and  a  faithful  friend.  He  will  live  in  the  hearts 
and  the  memories  of  those  who  knew  him,  and  to  do  this  is  not 
to  die.  Death  after  all  is  but  the  crown  of  life — the  opening  of 
the  door  into  the  better,  brighter  sunshine  of  the  undiscovered 
country  in  the  gi'eat  beyond. 

William  F.  Mahoney  was  a.  successful  man.  His  life  work 
Is  done.  He  has  run  his  course.  He  has  kept  the  faith.  His 
career  on  earth  Is  finished,  and  he  will  reap  his  everlasting  re- 
ward in  the  celestial  land.  We  moura  with  those  who  mourn 
his  loss,  and  sympathize  with  his  bereaved  family.  We  grieve 
with  those  who  grieve,  and  we  comfort  them  as  best  we  can,  in 
our  poor  human  way,  with  the  consolation  that  his  noble  life, 
his  generous  character,  his  sympathies,  his  charities,  his  deeds 
of  kindness,  and  his  humanities  will  live  forever  and  a  day,  and 
be  his  greatest  monument — grander  than  marble  or  brass,  and 
more  enduring  than  the  granite  rocks  of  all  the  ages,  for — 

We  live  in  deeds,  not  years  ;  In  thoughts,  not  breaths  : 
In  feelings,  not  in  figures  cold  on  the  dial  plate  of  time. 
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I  arraign  Russia  before  the  bar  of  civilization 
for  great  crimes  against  a  common  humanity. 


"Call  the  roll  of  the  eai'th^n  illttstrious  dead  atid  at  least  one  name 
i-ii  every  five  toill  be  the  imm&rtal  name  of  a  distinguished  tfetv  who 
lias  stamped  his  indelible  impress  on  the  hright est  pages  of  the  tvorld's 
history." 
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Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  11th  day  of  this  month 
(December,  1905)  I  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
I  send  to  the  Cleric's  desk  and  ask  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  people  of  the  United  States,  animated  by  the  sympathy 
of  a  common  humanity,  view  with  deep  sorrow,  heartfelt  commiser- 
ation, and  poignant  regret  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  people  in 
Russia,  and  especially  condemn  and  exceedingly  deplore  the  cruel  out- 
rages, the  unspeakable  brutalities,  and  the  unwarranted  and  wholesale 
assassinations  of  Russia's  Jewish  citizens ;    and 

Whereas  it  Is  solemnly  alleged,  and  there  is  a  widespread  and  prevalent 
feeling  throughout  the  world  that  it  is  true,  that  these  terrible  crimes, 
these  brutal  atrocities,  and  these  willful  murders  of  the  Jews  in  Russia 
are  connived  at  by  the  Russian  Government,  and  have  been  incited  by 
the  Russian  ruling  classes,  and  are  instigated  directly  or  Indirectly  by 
high  officials  in  Russia  for  political  purposes,  and  have  continued  for 
a  long  time  in  all  parts  of  Russia  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have 
aroused  the  sympathies  and  shoclsed  the  moral  sensibilities  of  the 
civilized  world  :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
voicing  the  humanitarian  sentiments  of  the  American  people,  deplores 
the  terrible  crimes,  the  brutal  outrages,  and  the  uncalled-for  and 
wanton  murders  of  the  Jews  in  Russia,  and  hereby  condemns  and  de- 
nounces these  awful  outrages,  these  shocking  assassinations,  and  these 
appalling  atrocities  as  great  international  crimes  against  a  common 
humanity  that  must  be  stopped,  and  stopped  quiclcly,  by  the  Russian 
Government ;  otherwise  Russia,  in  the  opinion  of  mankind,  will  and 
must  stand  indicted  before  the  judgment  bar  of  the  world  as  beyond 
the  pale  of  its  civilization. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  resolution  expresses  my 
sentiments  in  regard  to  the  terrible  crimes  against  the  Jews 
in  Russia ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  expresses  the  sentiments 
of  most  of  the  Members  of  this  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  heartfelt  and  sympathetic  opinion  of  tlie  humane  and 
liberty-loving  citizens  of  our  country,  who  are  shocked  and 
grieved  and  outraged  by  the  inhuman  barbarities  and  appalling 
atrocities  which  have  been  going  on  for  the  past  two  years  in 
Russia.  During  this  short  time,  I  am  reliably  informed  by 
those  most  competent  to  testify,  that  more  than  100,000  help- 
less .Jews — men  and  women  and  children — absolutely  defense- 
less and  guilty  of  no  wrong,  have  been  cruelly,  inhumanly, 
pitilessly,  and  barbarously  murdered  and  butchered  to  make 
a  Russian  holiday.  There  has  been  nothing  like  it  in  all  the 
history  of  the  world,  not  oven  during  the  horrors  of  the 
Dark  Ages,  and  humanity  to-day  stands  aghast,  stunned  and 
grieved  and  horrified.  It  is  simply  impossible  to  describe  the 
outrages  on  the  Jews  in  Russia.  Whole  communities  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire  and  sword.  No  calamity  of  such  mag- 
nitude has  ever  befallen  Israel.  All  the  horrors  of  the  Inquisi- 
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tion,  all  the  persecutions  of  the  Middle  Ages  pale  into  insig- 
nificance in  comparison  with  these  stupendous  crimes  and  ap- 
palling atrocities.  The  terrible  bloody  work  is  too  frightful  to 
contemplate ;  and  yet  we  only  know  but  a  fragment  of  the 
awful  truth.  What  a  spectacle  Russia  presents  at  the  dawn 
of  the  twentieth  century ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  f  feel  deeply  on  this  question.  Only  a  few 
weeks  ago  125,000  Jewish  people,  at  the  least  calculation, 
relatives  of  the  thousands  and  thousands  of  murdered  Jews  in 
Russia,  marched  through  the  streets  in  my  Congressional  dis- 
trict, clothed  in  somber  black  and  crape,  in  a  gi-eat  mourning 
funeral  procession  for  the  martyred  dead  in  Israel.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  impressive,  one  of  the  most  striking,  and  one 
of  the  most  pathetic  scenes  in  all  the  history  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  Sadness  and  misery  were  written  on  every  face.  By- 
standers took  off  their  hats,  bowed  their  heads  in  sympathy, 
and  shed  tears  of  sorrow.  Nothing  like  it  ever  occurred  be- 
fore— Israel  weeping  and  mourning  for  her  dead — and  I  hope 
nothing  like  it  will  ever  occur  again  in  this  land  or  any 
other. 

But  the  murders  go  on.  A  veritable  reign  of  terror  exists. 
The  black  hand  of  ignorant  fanaticism,  race  hatred,  and  re- 
ligious bigotry  has  been  raised  throughout  Russia  against  the 
law-abiding,  peaceable,  and  defenseless  Jews,  and  the  barbaric 
work  of  rapine,  plunder,  outrage,  and  assassination  continues 
and  increases  until  even  the  heartless  and  hardened  and  super- 
stitious Cossack  is  sickened  by  the  bloody  and  ruthless  scenes. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  helpless  men,  women,  and  children 
are  being  slaughtered  before  the  very  eyes  of  civilization,  and 
not  a  power  lifts  its  voice  in  protest  or  raises  a  hand  in  condem- 
nation. The  facts — such  as  we  get — are  blood  curdling  and  the 
numbers  of  the  dead  are  appalling.  Nothing  like  it  ever  oc- 
curred before  in  all  the  annals  of  time.  It  is  a  big,  blood-red 
page  in  human  history — a  gigantic  crime  against  a  common 
humanity — and  Russia  must  be  forced  to  stop  it.  How,  do  you 
ask?  I  answer.  How  were  the  butcheries  in  Armenia  stopped? 
How  were  the  cruelties  in  Cuba  ended?  What  did  the  powers 
do  in  China?  Russia  can,  if  Russia,  wants  to  do  it,  end  these 
atrocities  in  a  day.  They  must  be  stopped.  The  red  reign  of 
the  Romanoffs  must  end.  We  can  not  look  on  longer  without 
taking  some  decisive  action.  These  crimes  are  great  interna- 
tional crimes.  The  victims  appeal  to  mankind,  to  the  brother- 
hood of  men,  to  the  justice  of  the  world.  The  massacres  of 
Lodz  and  Odessa  and  Kishineff  cry  out  to  high  heaven,  and  the 
time  has  come  when  the  civilized  world  must  tell  Russia  in  no 
uncertain  tones  that  these  wholesale  crimes  against  the  Jews 
must  cease,  now  and  forever,  or  the  civilization  of  this  day  will 
stand  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  future  generations.     [Applause.] 

Now,  sir,  I  stand  in  my  place  on  this  floor,  and  charge  on  my 
responsibility  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  that  it  is  solemnly  al- 
leged, and  not  denied,  and  there  is  a  widespread  and  prevalent 
feeling  throughout  the  world  that  it  is  ti'ue,  that  these  terrible 
crimes  of  rapine  and  pillage  and  devastation,  that  these  brutal 
atrocities,  and  that  these  monstrous  murders  of  the  helpless 
Jews  in  Russia,  are  secretly  connived  at  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment ;  that  they  have  been  incited  by  the  Russian  ruling 
classes — the  grand  dukes — and  that  they  are  instigated,  directly 
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or  indirectly,  by  high  officials  in  Russia  for  religious  and  politi- 
cal purposes.  What  a  fearful  indictment  of  Russia!  Is  it 
true?  We  will  know  some  day.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  now, 
however,  whether  these  fearful  charges  implicating  the  Rus- 
sian Government  with  direct  responsibility  for  these  atrocities 
on  the  Jews  in  her  dominions  are  true  or  not,  impartial  history, 
sooner  or  later,  will  reveal  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth,  and 
I  leave  that  avi-ful  charge  to  unerring  Time.  But  I  do  stand 
here  to-day  and  I  do  say  that  any  nation  that  will  peruiit,  or 
that  does  permit,  or  that  has  permitted,  these  terrible  assassina- 
tions to  go  on  and  continue,  and  makes  no  effort  to  check  them, 
deserves  the  condemnation  of  the  civilized  world ;  and  that  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people,  have  the  right,  true 
to  our  traditions,  voicing  the  sentiments  of  our  constituencies 
and  a  common  humanity,  to  cry  out  against  these  wholesale  and 
willful  crimes  against  a  persecuted  race,  and  denounce  these 
barbarous  outrages  upon  the  Jews,  and  to  notify  Russia  tliat, 
in  our  opinion,  unless  she  stops,  and  stops  immediately,  these 
assassinations  of  the  Jews,  she  wLU  place  herself,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  mankind,  beyond  the  pale  of  civilization.  That  is  the 
position  I  take  now,  and  that  is  the  position  this  House  should 
take,  and  we  should  take  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  arraign  Russia  before  the  bar  of  civilization 
for  great  crimes  against  a  common  humanity.  The  Russian 
Government  is  resiwusible  for  these  outrages  on  the  Jews. 
She  can  not  avoid  the  awful  and  tremendous  responsibility. 
I  believe  that  Russia  could  stop  these  murders  if  Russia 
wanted  to  stop  them.  These  great  crimes,  sir,  against  an  op- 
pressed race,  ou  account  of  race,  are  not  local  crimes ;  they  go 
beyond  State  lines;  they  are  great  international  crimes;  they 
are  butcheries  of  innocent  men  and  women  and  children,  and 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Slaster  these  innocent  victims  are  our  brothers 
and  our  sisters,  and  we  would  be  false  to  ourselves,  to  all  that 
we  revere  and  hold  dear,  and  to  every  dictate  of  humanity,  if 
we  did  not  denounce  and  cry  out  against  them  with  all  the  ve- 
hemence of  our  righteous  American  indignation.  If  we  do  not, 
ours  will  be  the  shame  and  ours  the  blame.  We  can  not  evade 
our  responsibility  by  asking  "Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?  " 

Oh,  }-es,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  it  is  said  by  those  who  speak 
for  the  Administration  that  our  Government  can  do  nothing ; 
that  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State  can  not  act  and 
have  no  power,  according  to  international  law,  to  intervene  or 
to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Russia.  That  may  or  may 
not  be  tnie.  but  one  thing  is  certain — it  has  been  done  in  Tur- 
key and  in  Cuba  and  in  China ;  and  another  thing  is  sure,  and 
th.'it  is,  that  we.  the  Representatives  in  Congress  of  the  American 
people,  have  the  right  to  raise  our  voice  ^-i  protest  against  the 
plundering  and  the  massacre,  week  in  and  week  out,  of  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  poor,  helpless,  defenseless  men,  women, 
and  children  in  Russia.  We  can  do  that.  Let  us  do  it.  We 
aided  the  Greeks  in  their  heroic  struggle ;  we  sympathized  with 
the  Irish  in  their  aspirations ;  we  interfered  when  the  Turks 
massacred  the  Christians  in  Armenia,  and  we  intervened  with 
force  of  arms  to  aid  the  Cubans. 

Whj  should  we  refrain  from  aiding  the  Jew  in  Russia?  I 
say,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  our  duty  and  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  condemn  and  denounce  these  Jewish  atrocities  and 
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to  protest  against  these  unspeakable  crimes  against  the  Jewish 
people  in  Russia  in  words  that  can  not  be  misunderstood,  and 
I  believe  that  if  we  do,  that  if  we  pass  this  resolution,  that  it 
will  have  the  desired  result  and  effectively  put  a  stop  to  the 
Russian  Jewish  outrages,  atrocities,  and  massacres.  That  right 
we  have ;  let  us  exercise  it.  It  will  be  a  declaration  to  Russia, 
to  the  Czar,  and  to  the  grand  dukes,  who  are  directly  or  indi- 
rectly responsible  for  these  crimes,  that  the  American  people 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  sympa- 
thize with  the  Russian  Jews  the  same  as  we  would  with  any 
other  outraged  and  downtrodden  and  oppressed  people,  and 
that  we  are  opposed  to  these  race  crimes  and  that  the  ruthless 
extermination  of  the  Jews  in  Russia  must  cease.  If  this  is 
all  we  can  do,  let  us  do  it,  and  do  it  quickly ;  and  I  believe 
that  if  we  do  our  protest,  our  condemnation,  and  our  denuncia- 
tion will  be  heard  in  St.  Petersburg  and  that  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment will  quickly  see  to  it  that  the  wholesale  butchery  of 
Jewish  communities  is  stopped.  We  can  not  ignore  these  crimes 
against  humanity.  We  can  not  escape  our  duty  and  our  re- 
sponsibility. These  innocent  victims  are  our  brothers  and  our 
sisters — mankind  throughout  the  world  are  one.  A  great  and 
continuing  crime  against  one  race  is  the  concern  of  all  the 
other  races.  Can  anyone  who  believes  in  the  Fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man  successfully  deny  it? 

For  mankind  are  one  In  spirit,  and  one  instinct  bears  along. 
Bound  the  earth's  electric  circle,  the  swift  flash  of  right  or  wrong ; 
Whether  conscious  or  unconscious,  yet  humanity's  vast  frame 
Through  Its  ocean-sundered  fibers  feels  the  gush  of  joy  or  shame — 
In  the  gain  or  loss  of  one  race  all  the  rest  have  equal  claim. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that  we  do  not  know  one-half  of 
the  truth  regarding  the  terrible  crimes  against  the  Jews  in 
Russia.  The  facts  at  present  are  unobtainable.  Russia  sup- 
presses them.  In  the  dying  throes  of  their  oflBcial  power,  the 
cruel  and  heartless  rulers  of  Russia  have  sense  enough  to  pre- 
clude the  world  from  knowing  the  awful  truth  of  the  unprece- 
dented barbarities  that  are  taking  place  within  their  domin- 
ions. To  their  credit  be  it  said  that  they  have  decency  enough 
to  be  ashamed  to  let  the  light  of  publicity  beat  on  their  cruel 
infamies  and  their  infamous  butcheries.  But  murder  will  out. 
and  sooner  or  later  the  bright  light  of  investigation,  searching 
for  truth,  will  beat  upon  them  more  fiercely  than  ever.  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  the  awful  calamity  of  the  Jews  in  Russia 
be  known,  and  when  it  is  known  I  predict  the  revelation  will 
be  the  most  frightful  in  the  annals  of  time,  and  the  blackest 
page  in  all  history. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  heart  goes  out  to  the  ravished  and  plun- 
dered and  oppressed  Jews  in  Russia.  I  grieve  with  those  who 
grieve  for  the  dead.  I  sympathize  with  the  living  and  the  ter- 
ror stricken.  I  have  enlisted  with  all  my  soul  in  their  cause, 
and  in  Congress  and  out  of  Congress  I  shall  do  all  that  I  can  to 
aid  them  to  ameliorate  their  condition.  I  am  not  a  bigot.  I 
care  naught  for  creed.  I  hSve  no  race  prejudice.  I  stand  for 
humanity,  and  a  man  is  a  man,  for  all  that,  to  me.  I  have 
struggled  all  my  life  to  help  those  who  needed  help,  to  do  some- 
thing to  better  the  conditions  of  the  poor  and  the  humble,  to 
aid  oppressed  humanity  in  every  land  and  in  every  clime,  and 
to  raise  the  lowly  and  downtrodden  to  a  higher  plane  and  push 
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them  forward  a  step  further  iu  the  grand  march  of  human  prog- 
ress. I  shall  continue  my  work  along  my  own  lines.  I  shall 
never  turn  back.  I  know  my  duty  to  my  fellow-man,  and  it 
makes  no  difference  to  me  whether  he  lives  In  the  Orient  or  the 
Occident — whether  he  be  Jew  or  gentile.  In  the  battle  for  the 
right  I  can  not  go  far  wrong.  There  is  nothing  right  but  justice. 
I  api)eal  for  justice  for  the  Jew,  and  I  say  to  all  the  world  that 
these  outrages  on  the  Jews  iu  Russia  must  stop.  I  tell  you  that 
we  can  do  our  share  to  stop  them.  This  resolution  I  offer  is 
only  a  beginning.  Let  us  pass  it.  Let  us  condemn  and 
denounce  the  massacres  of  the  helpless  .Jews  in  Russia,  and 
that  will  accomplish  something ;  and  then  let  us  hold  a  mon- 
ster demonstration  of  protest — here  in  the  capital  of  the  Re- 
public ;  here  in  the  shadow  of  the  White  House — and  demand, 
in  the  name  of  the  American  people  and  a  common  humanity, 
that  official  America,  in  a  diplomatic  way,  serve  notice  on 
official  Russia  that  the  murders  of  the  Jews  in  Russia  must 
cease,  and  that  will  accomplish  much  more,  and  I  believe  effec- 
tually i)ut  a  stop  to  these  atrocities  and  devastations.  A  word 
from  the  President  will  go  far  to  realize  the  object  desired.  A 
note  of  warning  from  tlie  Secretary  of  State  will  have  a  most 
salutary  effect.  All  the  world  applauded  Theodore  Roosevelt  in 
using  liis  good  offices  to  bring  about  peace  between  Russia  and 
Japan.  We  ask  him  now  to  use  his  good  offices  as  President  of 
the  great  Republic  to  bring  peace  to  the  harassed  and  maligned 
and  outraged  and  persecuted  Jew  in  Russia.  He  can  do  it  if 
he  will ;  and  if  he  does,  sorrowing  humanity  will  place  him  on  a 
higher  pedestal,  and  a  great  race  of  grateful  people  will  forever 
call  him  blessed. 

Mr.  Cliairman,  let  me  say  to  this  House  that  I  have  the  honor 
to  rejn'esent  in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  New  York  one  of  the 
largest  Jewish  constituencies  in  the  United  States,  and  most  of 
these  people,  or  their  parents,  have  come  to  our  shores  from 
Russia  and  southeastern  Europe,  and  I  want  to  say  here,  know- 
ing them  as  I  do,  living  among  them,  believing  in  them  as  I  do, 
and  respecting  them  as  I  do,  that  there  are  no  better,  no  more 
loyal,  and  no  more  patriotic  citizens  in  the  United  States.  They 
are  honest,  sober,  thrifty,  industrious,  liberty  loving,  and  intel- 
ligent. They  have  come  to  our  free  land  to  escape  the  ostra- 
cism and  the  persecution  of  governments  like  Russia,  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  vouchsafed  them  here,  by  fru- 
gality and  industry,  by  perseverance  and  sobriety,  by  hope  and 
tenacity  of  purpose,  they  have  forged  rapidly  to  the  front  in 
every  line  of  endeavor,  and  they  are  to-day  as  good  citizens  as 
any  other  class  of  people  in  all  our  country.  [Applause.]  If 
anyone  here  will  go  over  to  the  densely  populated  great  East 
Side  of  New  York,  where  I  live,  and  where  these  people  live,  and 
where  there  are  more  people  to  the  block  than  in  any  other  lilie 
space  on  earth,  he  v>'ill  be  convinced  of  all  I  say  regarding 
the  Jew,  and  he  will  find  among  the  throngs  of  school  children 
in  the  public  schools  that  the  Jewish  boys  and  the  Jewish  girls 
are  among  the  brightest,  the  neatest,  the  aptest,  the  smartest, 
and  the  most  intelligent.  I  know  well  these  people ;  they  know 
me,  and  have  always  been  my  friends ;  and  I  would  be  false  to 
myself,  false  to  my  convictions,  and  false  to  every  impulse  of 
my  nature,  if  I  did  not  sympathize  with  them  and  do  my  best  to 
6386 


8 

comfort  and  aid  them  in  the  day  of  their  greatest  sadness  and 
affliction  and  calamity.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  just  a  word  of  truth  for  the  Jew  and  I  will  con- 
clude. It  is,  however,  unnecessary  for  me,  or  any  other  man,  to 
eulogize  the  intrepid  sons  and  the  Tirtuous  daughters  of  Israel. 
The  Jew  needs  no  eulogy.  All  he  asks  is  justice.  All  he  de- 
mands is  equal  opi)ortunity  and  equality  before  the  law.  The 
'record  of  his  race  from  the  dawn  of  time  down  to  the  present 
day  is  the  history  of  the  march  of  humanity  along  the  highways 
of  progress  and  the  avenues  of  civilization.  In  all  ages  of  the 
world  the  ostracized  and  persecuted  Jew  has  done  his  share  for 
his  fellow-man,  for  enlightenment,  for  liberty,  for  freedom,  for 
progress,  and  for  civilization — and  he  has  done  it  all  in  the  face 
of  intense  adverse  circumstances.  In  science  and  in  art,  in  lit- 
erature and  philanthropy,  the  Jew,  in  all  lands  and  in  all  times, 
has  written  his  name  high  in  the  temple  of. human  fame.  In 
statesmanship  and  diplomacy,  in  law  and  in  medicine,  in  ethics 
and  philosophy,  in  research  and  discovery,  the  greatness  of  the 
Jew  is  and  ever  has  been  unchallenged.  In  commerce  and  in 
trade,  in  industry  and  husbandry,  overcoming  forces  that  would 
deter  another,  he  has  held  his  own  in  the  vanguard  of  progress. 
Persecuted  for  thousands  of  years  he  has  surmounted  all  obsta- 
cles ;  shunned  for  centuries  he  has  kept  in  the  very  front  of 
the  higher  and  the  better  civilization.  In  trial  and  in  triumph, 
in  tempest  and  in  sunshine,  in  war  and  in  peace,  on  land  and 
sea,  in  all  eras  and  in  all  places,  the  Jewish  race  has  written 
its  enduring  name  and  its  eternal  fame  all  over  the  pages  of 
human  history.  Civilization  owes  much  to  the  Jew ;  Christi- 
anity owes  more.  Neither  debt  can  ever  be  paid.  Destroy 
what  Israel  has  done  for  the  human  race  and  you  leave  a  void 
that  can  not  be  filled — an  abyss  which  can  not  be  bridged.  Call 
the  roll  of  the  earth's  illustrious  dead  and  at  least  one  name  in 
every  five  will  be  the  immortal  name  of  a  distinguished  Jew 
who  has  stamped  his  indelible  impress  on  the  brightest  pages  of 
the  world's  history.  [Prolonged  applause.] 
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SPEECH 

OF 

HON.   WM.    SULZER. 


The  House  being  In  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  and  having  under  conalderation  the  bill  (H.  R.  19150)  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  suppl7  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1905,  and  for  prior  years,  and  for  other 
purposes — 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

To  pay  amounts  found  due  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  the  appropriation  "  Contingent  expenses.  Territory  of 
Alaska,"  for  the  fiscal  year  1904,  $1.32. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  to  amend  this  para- 
graph on  page  15,  line  13,  by  strilcing  out  the  word  "  Territory  " 
and  inserting  the  word  "  District."  Alaslia  is  not  a  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  although  it  belongs  to  the  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  Torlc  [Mr. 
Stji.zer]  offers  an  amendment,  which  the  Cleric  will  rejwrt. 

The  Clerli  read  as  follows : 

On  page   15,   line  13,  strike  out  "  Territory  "   and  Insert  "  District." 

Mr.  riEMENWAY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer]  that  the  appropriation 
is  made  in  this  language  for  that  year,  and  the  deficiency  should 
be  appropriated  for  in  the  same  language,  or  It  might  not  be 
possible  to  use  it. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  impart  a  little  infor- 
mation to  this  House  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  a  large  number  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Alaska  is  not 
a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hemenway]  and  others  imagine.  It  is  a  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  but  not  an  organized  Territory.  It  is 
only  a  district.  I  have  been  trying  for  a  number  of  years  to 
pass  a  bill  giving  Alaska  a  Territorial  government.  My  bill  is 
favored  by  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Alaska  who  want  Terri- 
torial goiernment.  But  thus  far  I  have  not  been  able  to  pass 
this  bill  because  nearly  all  the  Members  here  know  nothing  about 
Alaska  and  her  needs,  and  apparently  do  not  seem  to  care. 

Tlie  people  of  Alaska  want  a  Territorial  government.  They 
want  representation  in  this  House.  It  is  just,  and  they  are  en- 
titled to  this  American  right,  because  there  is  a  large  and  ever- 
increasing  body  of  the  best  kind  of  American  citizens  in 
Alaska — pioneers  who  are  willing  to  forego  the  ease  and  luxury 
of  life  in  the  States  to  develop  that  great  country.  The  best 
blood  of  a  nation  flows  in  the  veins  of  its  pioneers.  They  are 
the  advance  guard  of  progress.  They  have  opened  up  in 
Alaska  a  mine  of  wealth  that  the  world  never  dreamed  of. 
6317  3 


They  have  made  Alaska  commercially  great,  and  for  a  decade 
have  felt  the  need  and  practicability  of  a  Delegate,  and  have 
been  asking  it  from  our  bands  for  years.  To-day,  with  a  popu- 
lation doubled  since  the  last  census  was  taken  and  material 
financial  interests  Increased  In  a  still  greater  ratio,  they  ask  you 
for  thiS'  legislation. 

My  bill  gives  the  people  of  Alaska  the  right  to  vote  for  and  to 
elect  a  Delegate  from  Alaska  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  the  same  privileges  in  this 
body  as  a  Delegate  from  any  of  the  other  Territories  in  the 
United  States. 

Alaska  is  antitled  to  that.  No  one  cam  deny  it.  Her  people 
should  be  heard  on  this  floor,  and  the  Alaskans  want  to  be  heard 
here  by  some  one  of  their  own  selection — competent  to  speak 
for  them.  Some  one  vested  with  authority  who  will  be  respon- 
'  Bible  to  them  for  what  he  says  on  the  floor  of  this  House  regard- 
ing Alaskan  matters,  and  who  will  be  responsible  to  Congress  as 
well.  No  one  familiar  with  the  facts  can  doubt  that  Alaska  is 
entitled  to  Delegate  representation.  It  is  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  our  theory  of  government  that  none  of  our  citizens  shall 
be  taxed  without  just  representation,  and  the  Alaskans  have 
been  taxed  by  the  Federal  Government  for  years  and  years  with- 
out representation  and  without  having  a  voice  in  their  own  in- 
ternal affairs. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  to  Alaska  several  times.  I  know 
something  alxjut  that  vast  domain.  I  know  something  about  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  who  live  there,  and  I  stand  here  and 
declare  with  the  confident  knowledge  that  I  can  not  be  success- 
fully contradicted  that  the  people  of  Alaska — the  people  who 
have  gone  there,  and  who  have  lived  there  for  years,  and  who 
are  bona  fide  residents  of  Alaska,  and  intend  to  stay  there  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  their  li^cs — I  know  what  they  want,  and  I  de- 
clare here  that  the.7  want  not  only  a  representative  in  Congress, 
but  they  want  Territorial  government.  They  want  the  right 
that  every  other  Territory  in  the  Union  has — the  right  to  make 
their  own  laws,  to  levy  their  own  ta.tes,  to  regulate  their  own 
internal  affairs,  and  to  spend  the  money  gathered  by  the  tax  col- 
lector for  their  own  use,  for  tlieir  own  schools,  for  their  own 
charitable  Institutions,  for  their  own  municipal  affairs",  and  for 
their  own  peace  and  happiness.  This  is  not  asking  too  much  in 
my  opinion.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  only  fair  and  just  and  proper 
and  right.  Alaska  has  a  population  at  the  present  time  upward 
of  100,000  bona  fide  residents.  It  is  true  they  are  scattered  over 
a  vast  domain  of  territory.  But  it  is  also  true  that  they  are  an 
honest,  brave,  sober,  manly.  God-fearing  people,  who  are  of  our 
kin,  and  who  ought  to  be  treated  as  American  citizens. 

In  this  connection  I  want  to  read  a  part  of  a  letter  recently 
received  by  me  from  John  W.  Troy,  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
Skagway,  and  the  editor  of  the  Daily  Alaskan,  the  leading  daily 
newspaper  in  Alaska : 

[The  Dally  Alaskan.  Issued  dally  exoept  Sunday.  Leading  newspaper 
of  Alaska.  Book  and  commercial  printers.  Oldest  and  largest  daily 
paper  In  Alaska.  Town  &  Jensen,  publishers.  John  W.  Troy, 
editor.] 

Skagway,  Alaska,  February  18,  1905. 
Hon.  William   Siil/.er, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Deab  Mr.   Sulzer  :  Many  people  of  Alaska  have  been   made  to 
believe  that  the  Dietrich  hill  will  pass  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at 
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the  present  session.  I  hope  not.  The  bill  Is  not  satisfactory,  and  If  It 
should  become  a  law  It  will  not  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  people 
at  all. 

There  Is  no  reason  under  the  bud.  Mr.  Sulzeb,  why  there  should  be 
a  change  In  the  system  of  eovernment  given  the  people  of  \lftska  from 
that  which  has  been  provided  for  other  pioneer  peoples.  They  should 
have  a  Territorial  government,  as  Ohio,  Nebraska,  Washington,  and  all 
the  other  of  the  Western  States  had  before  their  admUslon  to  the 
Union  and  as  Hawaii  has  now.  However,  If  we  are  to  be  treated  as 
the  Philippines  and  Porto  Rlcnns  are  now  being  treated,  let  the  le^iis- 
latlve  commission  be  larger  than  that  proposed  by  Senator  I)ietrich 
and  let  It  be  representative  of  the  people.  No  one  questions  the  good 
faith  of  the  President,  but  we  should  not  be  required  to  accept  our  laws 
at  the  hands  of  four  men  appointed  by  any  power  on  earth. 

The  Dietrich  bill  makes  Governor  Brady  and  three  other  men  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  a  majority  of  a  legislative  commission,  of 
wnlch  three  men  are  to  be  elected  by  the  people.  Your  experience  will 
tell  you  how  easy  it  would  be  for  the  members  of  such  a  commission  to 
"  get  their  heads  together  "  and  do  things  that  the  people  would  want 
undone  very  badly. 

If  we  are  to  have  a  legislative  commission  let  there  be  nine  or 
more  members.  Fifteen  would  not  be  too  many.  Let  their  terms  of 
office  be  two  Instead  of  four  years.  Four  years  is  a  long  time  In  the 
history  of  Alaska  There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why  the  pay  of  the 
commissioners  should  be  .$5,000  per  year.  They  need  not  meet  for 
more  than  thirty  days  or  sixty  days  per  year.  The  $30,000  provided 
for  their  salaries  would  pay  fifteen  men  amply  for  their  services.  And 
we  want  all  the  commissioners  elected  by  the  people.  The  success 
that  has  attended  municipal  government  in  Alaska  Is  a  sufficient  guar- 
anty that  the  electorate  of  this  district  can  be  trusted,  and  the  Dele- 
gate in  Congress  should  also  be  elected  by  the  people. 

It  were  far  better  that  we  have  no  legislation  than  that  this  Dietrich 
bill  be  forced  upon  us  In  Us  present  shape.  It  is  iniquitous  in  every 
respect.  It  seems  to  me,  in  view  of  the  f.Tct  that  the  last  Democratic 
national  convention  declared  for  Territorial  government  for  Alaska, 
that  we  ought  to  be  able  to  depend  upon  the  Democrats  In  the  House 
and  the  Senate  to  save  us  from  this  miscarriage,  which  receives  its 
only  Alaskan  support  from  office  seekers  and  Tories.  If  such  a  bill 
was  proposed  for  I'orto  Rico,  the  Philippines,  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
or  any  other  outlaudish  place,  inhabited  by  any  other  race  of  people 
than  white  Americans,  the  people  would  bo  up  In  arms.  Can  we  not 
get  your  friends  in  Congress  to  refuse  aid  to  and  to  fight  to  the  de.Tth 
this  misfit  leilslntionV  F.elieve  me.  the  people  of  Alaska,  those  who 
live  In  the  district,  would  ten  thousand  times  prefer  no  legislation 
thau  this  abomination. 

Sincerely,  John   W.   Trot, 

Editor  Daily  Alaskan. 

That  letter  speaks  for  itself. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Troy.  A  Delegate  from  an  unorganized 
Territory  would  be  not  only  a  departure  from  all  former  prece- 
dent, but  in  the  case  of  Alaska  might  be  much  more  productive 
of  evil  than  of  beneficial  results.  In  the  absence  of  any  form 
of  local  government,  it  may  be  impossible  for  a  Delegate  to 
properly  represent  the  will  and  the  wishes  of  the  people,  because 
of  a  \ack  of  knowledge  in  the  premises.  I  know  that  the  peo- 
l)le  of  Alaska  are,  in  every  point  of  view,  abundantly  capable  of 
maintaining  a  local  form  of  government,  such  as  has  always 
heretofore  been  accorded  the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 
An. organic  act  should  be  passed  according  to  Alaska  the  meas- 
ure of  self-government  to  which  her  people  are  justly  entitled, 
and  which  has  never  heretofore,  except  in  the  case  of  Alaska, 
been  withheld  from  any  considerable  body  of  American  citizens 
engaged  In  the  settlement  of  a  new  district. 

rx)0king  at  the  question  in  the  light  of  the  past,  and  by  way 
of  comparison  with  other  portions  of  our  country  that  have  been 
made  Territories  in  our  Union.  I  believe  that  Alaska  is  more  en- 
titled to-dav  to  Territorial  government  than  seven-tenths  of  the 
other  Territories  that  were  organized.  I  am  opposed,  as  a  mat- 
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ter  of  right,  and  of  justice,  and  of  principle,  to  taxing  tbe 
Alaslcan  people,  gathering  the  taxes  by  a  Federal  tax  collector, 
and,  instead  of  giving  the  taxes  to  tbe  people  of  Alaska  for  their 
own  local  purposes,  depositing  the  money  in  the  Federal  Treas- 
ury and  trying  to  govern  Alaska  from  the  Treasury  Department 
or  by  the  Congress,  when  nine-tenths  of  the  men  in  Congress 
know  absolutely  nothing  about  the  people  up  there,  .nor  the 
country,  either. 

We  ought  to  do  something  for  Alaska  ere  we  adjourn.  It  is 
a  shame  the  way  Congress  treats  Alaska.  It  is  un-American, 
undemocratic,  and  unrepublican.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  American  citizenship.  I  cry  out  against 
governing  Alaska  like  a  conquered  province  in  the  days  of  the 
ancient  Romans.  I  have  done  all  I  could  for  Alaska  since  I 
have  been  a  Member  of  Congress,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
make  much  progress ;  but  I  shall  keep  up  the  fight  for  the  right 
until  the  people  of  Alaska  get  what  they  want,  what  they  de- 
mand as  American  citizens— namely,  home  rule,  Te.»"ritorial  gov- 
ernment, with  the  right  to  elect  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  same  as  Oklahoma,  the 
same  as  Arizona,  and  the  same  as  New  Mexico  do  now. 

I  say  It  is  an  outrage  on  the  citizens  of  Alaska — ^these  brave. 
Industrious  ijloneers  who  have  gone  to  Alaska  from  every  State 
in  tbe  Union,  who  have  made  it  their  home,  who  intend  to  live 
and  die  there,  and  who  are  developing  her  vast  mineral  re- 
sources, her  great  agricultural  resources,  and  the  other  im- 
portant resources  of  that  vast  empire  in  our  great  Northwest — 
I  say  it  is  an  outrage  and  a  shame  that  tlie  Congress  of  the 
United  States  does  not  give  those  good  and  worthy  citizens  a 
representative  of  their  own  choosing  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.     [Applause.] 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  American  patriot- 
ism— a  saying  in  this  country  since  Revolutionary  days — "  No 
taxation  without  representation."  The  fathers  of  the  Republic 
fought  for  that  principle;  but,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  more 
than  a  century  afterwards  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
denies  the  citizens  of  the  district  of  Alaska  Territorial  govern- 
ment and  representation,  and  taxes  them  every  year  without 
their  consent  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  is  turned 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Chairman,  every  newspaper  in  Alaska  to-day,  I  believe,  is 
in  favor  of  Territorial  government.  The  Democrats  and  the 
Itepublicans  in  two  Alaska  conventions  recently  held  have 
unanimously  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  Territorial  govern- 
ment. There  is  not  a  man  in  Alaska  to-day,  in  my  judgment, 
who  is  a  bona  fide  resident  of  Alaska,  and  who  Intends  to  stay 
t.here  and  live  there,  who  is  not  in  favor  of  Territorial  govern- 
ment. If  anyone  here  doubts  what  I  say,  let  him  go  to  Alaska 
this  summer  and  find  out  for  himself.  I  know  my  bill  can  not 
be  passed  now,  as  the  Fifty-eighth  Congress  will  adjourn  in  a 
few  days,  but  in  the  ne.xt  Congress  I  hope  that  something  will 
be  done  about  this  matter  and  that  necessary  legislation  will  be 
prissed  to  give  the  people  of  Alaska  a  representative  govern- 
ment, so  that  they  can  manage  their  own  affairs.  Now  every- 
thing that  is  done  here  for  Alaska  is  done  in  Congress  by  peo- 
ple who  have  never  l)een  in  Alaska,  by  people  who  know  abso- 
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lutely  nothing  about  that  wonderful  country,  and  who  do  not 
know  the  wants  of  the  people  up  there  any  more  than  they  do 
about  the  wants  of  the  people  in  Mars.     [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Sulzeb]  has  expired. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  efforts  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Sulzer],  laudable  as  they  have  been 
for  Alaska,  and  his  failure  to  pass  his  Alaskan  Territorial  bill, 
are  one  proposition ;  but  the  Appropriations  Conimittee  met  a 
condition  and  not  a  theory.     The  first  appropriation 

Mr.  SULZBR.  Then  the  Appropriation  Committee  ought  to 
meet  a  theory  now  and  then.  But  I  have  been  talking  about 
the  unjust  and  humiliating  conditions  in  Alaska.  There  is  no 
theory  about  that,  I  can  assure  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  former  appropria- 
tion used  the  word  "  Territory "  and  not  "  district"  and  in 
order  to  meet  the  deficiency  to  the  original  appropriation  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  committee  should  use  the 
same  technical  word,  and  that  is  all  there  is  In  it. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  technical  mistake.  It  is 
true,  has  been  made  in  the  designation  of  Alaska  as  a  "  Terri- 
tory," when  Alaska  is  only  a  "  district."  The  mistake  proves 
all  I  have  said  about  the  ignorance  of  Members  concerning 
Alaska,  and  it  ought  to  be  corrected,  and  now  Is  the  time  to 
correct  it.  It  does  not  affect  the  appropriation  a  particle, 
but  simply  keeps  the  record  straight.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
appropriation. 
6317 

o 


OLD    IRONSIDES. 


The  Constitution  Must  Not  be  Destpoyed- 
We  Won't  Give  Up  the  Ship. 


SPEECH 


HON.  WILLIAM  SULZER, 


OF    NEW    YORK, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


Tuesday,  December  19,  1905. 
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■WA.SH1NQTON. 

1905. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM     SULZER 


The  House  being  In  Committee'  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  having  under  consideration  the  resolntlon  (H.  Res.  42) 
for  the  distribution  of  the  President's  message — 

Mr.  SULZER  said : 

Mr.  Gbaibman  :  A  few  days  ago  I  introduced  into  this  House 
the  following  resolution,  which  I  now  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
and  ask  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  has  been  published  in  the  newspaper  press  of  the  country, 
and  is  now  generally  believed,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
recommended  and  contemplates  the  breathing  up  and  the  absolute  de- 
struction of  the  last  vestige  of  one  of  the  most  famous  historical  relics 
of  the  United  States,  namely,  the  frigate  Constitution,  lovingly,  pa- 
triotically, and  popularly  known  as  Old  Ironsides ;  and 

Whereas  the  patriotic  people  of  the  country  regard  such  contem- 
plated destruction  of  Old  Ironsides  with  the  most  profound  sorrow 
and  regret,  and  as  an  irreparable  loss,  because  Old  Ironsides  can  never 
be  replaced  and  her  like  can  never  be  looked  upon  again  if  once  totally 
destroyed  ;  and  they  believe  that  If  only  one  of  her  planks  remains  it 
should  be  sacredly  saved  and  preserved  as  an  historic  relic :  Therefore, 
be  it 

Reaolvetl,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
respectfully  requested,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  to 
send  to  the  House  of  Representatives  as  soon  as  possible  all  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  destruction  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  popularly  known  as  Old  Ironsides,  and  in  the  meantime 
to  await  such  further  action  as  the  Congress  may  deem  proper  to  take 
to  prevent  such  destruction  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  requested  to  promptly  intervene  and  recommend 
such  measures  as  shall  secure  the  permanent  preservation  of  ail  tliat 
now  remains  of  the  frigate  Constitution  as  one  of  the  most  sacred 
historical  relics  remaining  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  is  a  patriotic  resolution 
and  it  speaks  for  itself.  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  and  I  believe  it 
should  pass  this  House  without  delay.  It  was  introduced  by  me 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  definite  information  and  finding  out, 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  soon  as  possible,  just 
when,  and  how.  and  where,  and  why  the  Seci-etary  of  the  Navy 
proposed,  intended,  or  contemplated  the  destruction  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  popularly  known  to  the  American  people 
as  "  Old  Ironsides,"  and  what  authority,  if  any,  he  has  in  the 
premises  to  destroy  this  historical  relic  of  the  American  Navy. 

Mr.  DALZELL.     Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New  York  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DALZELL.  Do  I  understand  that  it  is  offered  as  a  reso- 
lution to  be  passed  on  by  the  committee? 
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Mr.  SULZER.  Not  at  all.  It  has  just  been  read  by  the  Clerk 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  House  notice  of  what  I  am  going 
to  talk  about. 

Mr.  DALZELL.     Oh,  all  right. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  introduced  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  information  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  about  the 
frigate  ConsHtution  and  her  proposed  destruction.  It  is  priv- 
ileged under  the  rules  and  will  come  up  ere  long  in  the  regular 
way.  We  do  not  know  just  how  the  old  Constitution  is  to  be 
shot  to  death,  but  if  it  is  going  to  happen,  I  think  the  House  is 
entitled  to  have  this  information  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  DALZELL.     All  right. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  patriotic  people  of  the 
country  were  very  much  surprised  a  short  time  ago  when  they 
read  in  the  public  prints  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  pro- 
posed to  destroy  "  Old  Ironsides,"  the  flagship  of  Hull  and 
Preble,  of  Bainbridge,  and  of  gallant  Charles  Stewart,  the  grand- 
father of  Charles  Stewart  Pamell.  The  Secretary  said,  if  the 
reports  in  the  newspapers  are  correct,  and  I  doubt  not  they  are, 
that  this  old  frigate,  the  Constitution,  now  lying  at  Charlestown 
Navy-Yard,  in  Boston  Harbor,  was  of  no  earthly  use,  and  the 
best  thing  that  could  be  done  with  her  was  to  tow  her  out  to  sea 
and  make  her  a  target  for  American  naval  gunners  to  shoot  to 
pieces.  Think  of  it!  Imagine,  if  you  can,  this  oflBcial  vandal- 
ism !  It  shocked  public  sentiment.  It  aroused  American  pa- 
triotism. I  can  hardly  believe  it  to  be  true,  but  if  it  is  true  I 
trust  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  heard  the  indignant  remon- 
strance and  the  patriotic  protest  which  has  rolled  into  Washing- 
ton from  every  part  of  the  country,  and  that  he  will  do  nothing 
further  in  the  matter.  His  action  has  aroused  the  spirit  of  the 
nation.  The  American  people  will  never  consent  to  the  wanton 
destruction  of  the  fiMgate  Constitutian;  and,  in  fact,  sir,  I  doubt 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  any  authority  to  order  her 
demolition.  She  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  will  never  sell  her  or  give  her  up ;  and  the  Secretary  has  no 
more  right  to  destroy  her  than  he  has  to  order  the  destruction 
of  this  Capitol.  I  think  that  the  Congress  has  something  to  say 
about  what  shall  be  done  or  not  done  with  the  people's  property, 
and  I  hope  the  Secretary  will  refrain  from  further  action  in  the 
premises  until  this  Congress  can  act  in  the  matter.  Her  fate  is 
in  our  hands.  She  can  not  be  shot  and  sunk  without  our  con- 
sent. We  must  stop  this  sacrilege.  The  venerable  old  frigate 
Constitution  should  not  be  destroyed.  She  is  sacred  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and  as  long  as  one  of  her  timbers  remains  she 
should  never  be  demolished.  She  was  launched  in  the  harbor 
of  Boston  in  1797.  Her  story  on  the  sea  is  American  history, 
and  time  can  not  dim  her  greatness  nor  sully  her  glory.  She 
belongs  to  Boston,  and  there  let  her  rest  in  peace  with  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  floating  from  her  masthead  until  she  shall  crumble 
and  rot  away  and  be  no  more.     [Applause.] 

Once  before,  Mr.  Chairman — a  long  time  ago,  away  back  in 
1830 — a  certain  former  Secretary  of  the  Navy  also  proposed  the 
destruction  of  "  Old  Ironsides."  Is  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  familiar  with  that  incident?  Does  he  remember  what  then 
happened?  Has  he  forgotten  the  storm  of  protests,  the  white 
heat  of  popular  indignation,  that  aroused  the  people  and  stirred 
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the  very  depths  of  American  patriotism?  The  people  then  saved 
the  Constitution  and  the  storm  of  outraged  popular  sentiment 
subsided;  but  at  its  height  there  came  a  flash  of  poetic  light- 
ning, the  inspiration  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  who  wrote  this 
poem  on  "  Old  Ironsides  :  " 

Ay,  tear  her  tattered  ensign  down ! 

Long  has  It  waved  on  high, 
jind  many  an  eye  has  danced  to  see 

That  banner  In  the  sky. 
Beneath  It  rung  the  battle  shout 

And  burst  the  cannon's  roar — 
The  meteor  of  the  ocean  air 

Shall  sweep  the  clouds  no  more. 

Her  deck,  once  red  with  heroes'  blood, 

Where  knelt  the  vanquished  foe, 
When  winds  were  hurrying  o'er  the  flood 

And  waves  were  white  below, 
No  more  shall  feel  the  victor's  tread 

Or  know  the  conquered  knee — 
The  harpies  of  the  shore  shall  pluck 

The  eagle  of  the  sea  ! 

Oh,  better  that  her  shattered  hulk 

Should  sink  beneath  the  wave ; 
Her  thunders  shook  the  mighty  deep. 

And  there  should  be  her  grave  ; 
Nail  to  the  mast  her  holy  flag, 

Set  every  threadbare  sail. 
And  give  her  to  the  god  of  storms, 

The  lightning  and  the  gale  ! 

[Applause.] 

That  gem,  sir,  from  the  pen  of  dear  old  Doctor  Holmes  did 
much  in  the  long  ago  to  save  the  day  and  preserve  intact  "  Old 
Ironsides."  As  I  sat  here  to-day  thinking  about  the  contem- 
plated action  of  our  present  Secretary  my  memory  went  back 
to  that  other  time.  It  seemed  like  history  repeating  itself, 
and  I  wondered  if  our  Naval  Secretary — poor  benighted  man — 
had  ever  read  that  patriotic  poem  by  one  of  America's  most 
gifted  autliors.  But  no  matter  ;  suffice  it  now  for  me  to  say 
that  from  that  day  in  the  distant  past  down  to  the  present 
more  in'acticil  time  no  sacrilegious  hand  has  ever  been  raised 
to  strilve  a  blow  against  "Old  Ironsides."     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  may  be  a  practical  age,  but  American 
sentiment  is  not  dead,  and  it  is  well  that  there  Is  enough  left 
to  arouse  the  people  in  protest  against  destroying  in  a  most  un- 
patriotic way  tlie  gallant  old  ship  Constitution.  It  only  a 
sentimental  value  is  left  of  all  her  greatness,  it  is  enough  to 
save  her,  and  it  is  a  very  beautiful  sentiment,  and  one  alto- 
gether creditable  to  the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  This 
sentiment  fights  our  battles,  wins  our  victories,  and  preserves 
our  liberties.  Sentiment — deep-rooted,  patriotic  sentiment — is 
the  progressive  life  of  every  people,  and  I  trust  the  day  will 
never  come  in  our  land  when  it  will  slumber  so  soundly  that  an 
unsympathetic  act  of  vandalism  can  not  arouse  it  to  protest 
and  action  and  indignation.  The  doom  of  the  Republic  will  be 
knelled  when  American  sentiment  dies.  So,  sir,  I  say  that  for 
sentimental  and  patriotic  reasons  the  frigate  Constitution  must 
not  be  destroyed.  No  act  of  vandalism  must  ever  profane  "  Old 
Ironsides."  Her  glorious  ensign  must  never  be  hauled  down. 
She  is  the  most  valuable  relic  historically,  and  the  most  price- 
less possession  to-day,  in  the  American  Navy.  No  wonder  the 
patriotic  people  of  New  England,  and  elsewhere,  were  grieved 
6397 


6 

and  shocked  when  they  learned  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  the  most  matter-of-fact  way,  intended  to  have  this  historic 
old  ship  of  war  towed  out  to  sea  and  shot  at  for  a  target — 
shot  to  death  with  American  gunpowder  and  by  the  Navy  she 
made  possible  and  did  so  much  to  embellish.  But  it  shall  never 
happen — perish  the  thought — because  I  believe  I  voice  the  pa- 
triotic feelings  of  all  true  Americans  everywhere  when  I  say 
we  shall  never  give  up  the  ship — we  shall  never  destroy  "  Old 
Ironsides."     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  a  friend  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  harshly  criticise  that  distinguished  offi- 
cial. I  think  in  this  matter  that  he  has  been,  to  say  the  least, 
indiscreet,  and  has  mistaken  the  patriotic  sentiments  which  ani- 
mate the  American  people,  especially  when  some  object  of  their 
reverence  is  assailed.  Hence  I  believe  it  is  only  necessary  for  us 
to  suggest  to  him  that  we  are  opposed  to  the  destruction  of  this 
good  old  ship  in  order  to  preserve  her  as  a  common  heritage  for 
future  generations.  And  that  is  for  us  to  do — our  work  and  our 
duty.  Let  us  then  meet  the  expectations  of  the  people  of  our 
country,  and  put  into  the  naval  appropriation  bill  a  provision 
that  will  carry  a  small  annual  appropriation  for  the  care  and 
the  maintenance  of  this  venerable  old  ship  Oonatitution,  and 
that  will  end  the  doubts  as  to  her  future  most  effectually  for  all 
time  to  come. 

And  now,  sir,  I  want  to  read  another  poem  anent  this  matter. 
After  I  had  introduced  the  resolution  just  read  by  the  Clerk, 
my  dear  old  friend,  the  good  gray  poet  of  Washington,  a  son  of 
old  Kentucky,  and  as  gallant,  as  warm-hearted,  and  as  lovable 
a  man  as  ever  lived — Col.  John  A.  Joyce — inspired  by  the  sub- 
ject as  his  prototype,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  was  on  a  former 
and  similar  occasion,  dashed  off  the  following  poem  and  sent  it 
to  me  to  read  when  this  matter  came  up  for  discussion.  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  reading  it : 

Spare,  oh,  spare,  the  Constitution; 

Grand  old  battle  ship  of  ours. 
Let  It  live  In  song  and  story, 

Festooned  with  the  fairest  flowers. 

Leave  it  as  an  object  lesson 

To  the  children  of  this  land, 
Teaching  loyalty  and  valor, 

Lessons  they  must  understand. 

Hull  and  Prebel,  Bainbrldge,  Stewart, 

Fired  thy  guns  In  battle  roar, 
Slaughtered  Albion's  bravest  sailors — 

Sunk  and  drove  them  from  our  sbors. 

Congress  true  and  patriotic 

Win  not  let  thy  glory  die; 
But  be  "  target  "  for  all  praising 

Like  the  stars  In  yonder  sky. 

Once  you  fought  on  stormy  ocean, 

"  Target  "  for  the  tyrant  foe  ; 
Must  "  Old  Ironsides  "  be  shattered. 

Friendless  in  its  age  and  woe? 

No !  Let  It  shine  In  Boston  Harbor, 

Down  the  ages,  by  the  sea  ; 
Veteran  of  our  naval  glory — 

Emblem  of  our  liberty  ! 

[Loud  applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  all  honor  to  Colonel  Joyce.    He  Is  now,  and 
always  has  been,  a  true  poet  and  a  pure  patriot.    And  now  a 
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few  words  more,  and  I  am  done.  I  want  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  am  a  friend  of  the  American  Navy.  I  glory  in  its  bril- 
liant and  Illustrious  achievements.  In  every  war  and  on  every 
sea  its  valor  and  its  heroism  have  illumined  the  pages  of  Ameri- 
can history.  There  is  no  blot  on  its  heraldic  shield.  The 
patriotic  soul  of  every  school  boy  in  America  has  been  fired  by 
the  valor,  the  bravery,  and  the  glory  of  our  naval  heroes.  Their 
motto  is,  and  was,  and  ever  will  be,  "  Don't  give  up  the  ship ;  " 
and  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  American  people  in  Congi-ess, 
reechoing  that'heroic  and  patriotic  sentiment,  send  greetings  to 
our  constituencies,  and  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that 
we  won't  give  up  the  ship ;  that  we  won't  sacrifice  "  Old 
Ironsides ;  "  that  we  won't  destroy  the  Constitution — the  oldest 
and  the  grandest  and  the  proudest  ship  that  ever  nailed  her 
colors  to  the  mast  in  all  the  glorious  history  of  the  American 
Navy.     [Prolonged  applause.] 
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COLUMBUS  DA.Y. 


Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  April  28, 1906. 

The  committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Hon.  John  J.  Jenkins  in 
the  chair. 

The  committee  therupon  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
(H.  R.  17350)  to  make  October  12  in  each  year  a  public  holiday, 
to  be  called  "  Columbus  Day."     Said  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  BILL  To  make  Octol)er  twelfth  In  each  year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  twelfth  day  of  October  in  each  and 
every  year,  being  the  anniversary  day  of  the  discovery  of  America  by  Christo- 
pher Columbus,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  made  a  legal  public  holiday,  to  be 
called  Columbus  Day,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
first  Monday  of  September  in  each  year  is  now  made  by  law  a  public  and  legal 
holiday. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  SULZEK,  KEPBESENTATIVE  FKOM 

WEW  YORK. 

Mr.  SuLZEK.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, I  shall  occupy  your  attention  this  morning  for  only  a  few 
moments  to  present  my  views  in  favor  of  my  bill  now  pending  before 
this  committee  to  make  the  12th  day  of  October  a  legal  holiday,  to 
be  called  "  Columbus  Day." 

There  are  a  number  of  prominent  citizens  here  this  morning,  from 
different  parts  of  our  country,  who  desire  to  be  heard  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  and  I  would  much  rather  give  them  all  the  time  which  the  com- 
mittee has  granted  to  us  on  this  hearing  than  occupy  any  of  it  myself. 
So  I  shall  be  very  brief  in  my  remarks,  and  then  shall  take  pleasure 
in  introducing  to  the  committee  these  gentlemen  who  have  come  here 
at-  considerable  inconvenience  to  advocate  this  bill,  and  to  tell  you 
why,  in  their  opinion,  it  should  be  favorably  reported  and  passed 
by  Congress. 

This  bill  of  mine,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  the  12th  day  of  October 
in  each  and  every  year  a  legal  holiday,  and  to  be  known  as  "  Columbus 
Day,"  was  prepared  and  introduced  by  me  in  response  to  what  I 
believe  to  be  a  general  sentiment  prevailing  throughout  the  country. 
It  is  not  a  sectional  sentiment,  but  a  desire  entirely  general  in  the 
broadest  significance  of  that  term. 


\J\^±J  %^  ±JJ.±J  \J  a       U.£\.^m 


In  my  judgment  the  greatest  event  in  a  thousand  years,  in  the 
history  of  civilization,  and  for  the  benefit  of  humanity,  was  the  dis- 
covery of  America  by  Christopher  Columbus  on  the  12th  day  of 
October,  1492. 

It  wrote  a  great  epoch  page  in  the  earth's  history,  changed  the  map 
of  the  world,  revolutionized  science,  and  lifted  man  to  a  higher  plane 
and  pushed  him  forward  a  gigantic  step  in  the  glorious  march  of 
progress. 

It  swept  away  the  cobwebs  of  the  dark  ages,  killed  superstition, 
revived  learning,  stimulated  individual  endeavor,  opened  the  gates 
of  opportunity,  gave  to  the  Old  World  a  new  world — with  natural 
resources  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice,  and  that  has  become  in  four 
centuries  all  that  we  are  and  all  that  we  hope  to  be — two  great  con- 
tinents, inhabited  by  the  greatest  and  most  progressive  people  on 
earth.  Why  should  we  not  fittingly  commemorate  this  immortal 
event  ? 

If  there  is  any  day  in  all  our  history  that  ought  to  be  celebrated  it 
is  the  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  our  Western  Hemisphere.  It 
should  be  a  legal  holiday  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Horn — the 
gladdest  day  in  all  our  gladsome  year — from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pa- 
cific— from  the  Arctic  to  the  Anarctic — and  I  predict  ere  many  years 
come  and  go  it  will  be  the  one  great  Pan-American  holiday. 

Every  American  honors  the  name  and  fame  of  Christopher  Colum- 
bus ;  and  every  American  wants  to  celebrate  Columbus  Day  as  the  one 
great  gladsome  day  in  all  the  histoir  of  the  Western  World. 

We  are  the  great  Republic.  We  should  be  foremost  in  this  ail- 
American  movement. 

If  we  make  the  12th  of  October  a  legal  holiday,  it  will  come  mid- 
way between  Labor  Day  (the  first  Monday  in  September)  and 
Thanksgiving  Day,  and  will  be,  I  think,  the  second  legal  holiday  to 
be  created  by  act  of  Congress. 

I  know,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  that  it  is  claimed  by  some 
that  we  have  too  many  holidays  now,  but  I  do  not  sympathize  with 
that  claim.  I  am  in  favor  of  holidays  now  and  then  as  days  of  rest 
and  recreation  for  our  people,  and  I  believe  these  holidays  make  better 
men  and  women,  accomplish  much  general  good,  and  are  beneficial 
to  our  country.  It  is  an  old  saying  that  "  All  work  and  no  play 
makes  Jack  a  dull  boy;"  and  a  holiday  now  and  then  should  be 
welcomed  by  the  wisest  statesmen  in  the  interest  of  the  toiler  and  his 
family.  Every  member  of  this  committee  should  favor  this  bill,  and 
I  hope  yon  will  report  it  and  pass  it  ere  we  adjourn. 

I  believe  that  if  this  bill  is  enacted  into  law  it  will  have  a  far- 
reaching  influence  for  good  and  a  beneficial  effect  for  the  betterment 
of  our  citizens.  It  will  be  a  patriotic  day — a  joyous  day — without  a 
recollection  of- sadness.  There  should  be  no  opposition  to  this  bill. 
This  holiday  will  come  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  at  an  opportune  time 
after  the  hot  weather  of  the  summer,  when  the  leaves  are  turning 
and  nature  is  beginning  to  put  on  her  winter  garb;  and  it  will  be 
well  for  all  our  people,  especially  those  who  toil,  to  take  a  day  off 
and  go  with  their  wives  and  their  children  to  the  country  and  the 
seashore,  and  while  communing  with  nature  contemplate  all  that 
has  been  accomplished  here  since  Columbus  first  sighted  land  on  the 
Western  Hemisphere  on  that  fateful  12th  day  of  October,  1492. 
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The  Chairman.  Your  bill  is  drawn  on  the  theory,  I  see,  Mr.  Sulzer, 
that  this  should  be  a  legal  holiday  all  over  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sulzer.  I  drew  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  the  form  of  the 
only  other  legal  holiday  in  the  United  States  made  by  Congress,  and 
that  is  Labor  Day. 

Mr.  Parker.  Labor  Day  is  made  a  holiday  in  the  same  manner 
as  certain  other  days  that  are  District  holidays,  and  only  District 
holidays. 

Mr.  Sulzer.  That  is  all  Congress  can  do,  and  all  I  want  done  with 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Parker.  And  if  this  bill  had  been  drawn  in  that  way  it  would 
have  gone  to  the  District  Committee,  I  suppose.  The  bill  about 
Labor  Day  went  to  the  District  Committee,  and  it  was  drawn  in 
such  a  blind  way  that  you  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  a  District 
holiday  or  for  the  whole  United  States.  But  have  any  legislatures 
made  this  a  legal  holiday  ? 

Mr.  Sulzer.  I  am  not  certain,  but  I  think  only  one. 

Mr.  Parker.  Which  one  is  that  ? 

Mr.  Sulzer.  The  legislature  of  the  State  of  Colorado. 

The  Chairman.  The  power  of  Congress  of  course  is  limited  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories! 

Mr.  Sulzer.  Of  course  I  understand  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  that 
is  all  that  this  bill  can  do.  But  what  I  am  trying  to  do  is  to  get  this 
bill  through  Congress,  and  I  know  that  if  it  passes  Congress  every 
State  in  the  Union  will  take  it  up  and  make  it  a  statute. 

As  I  say,  I  think  the  State  of  Colorado  is  the  only  State  that  has 
made  Columbus  Day  a  legal  holidaj-  by  act  or  by  executive  proclama- 
tion. I  want  to  say  that  at  the  commemoration  of  the  four  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  passed  a  bill  to  celebrate  that 
event :  and  the  celebration  lasted  for  one  week,  and  was  the  greatest 
festival  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  this  country. 

The  only  holiday  which  Congress  has  created  in  all  its  existence  is 
the  holiday  known  as  Labor  Day.  The  P'ourth  of  July,  Washing- 
ton's Birthday.  Decoration  Day,  Christmas,  and  all  these  other  holi- 
days are  not  legal  holidays  by  act  of  Congress.  Some  of  the  States 
have  made  them  legal  holidays  and  some  have  not ;  but  these  holi- 
daj's  are  celebrated  in  a  general  way  by  the  people  all  over  the 
country. 

Xow,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  must  go  to  another  committee  meeting;  and 
that  is  all  I  desire  to  say  at  this  time.  At  some  future  time  I  expect 
to  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  bill  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives.  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  committee 
myself  this  morning,  as  I  wish  the  committee  to  hear  the  distin- 
guished gentlemen  who  have  come  from  other  cities  to  speak  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

I  will  therefore  ask  to  introduce  to  the  committee  Hon.  Antonio 
Zucca,  president  of  the  Italian  Chamber  of  Conunerce;  and  when  he 
finishes  he  will  introduce  to  the  committee  Hon.  Vito  Contessa,  presi- 
dent of  the  Sons  of  Colombo ;  Victor  L.  Zorn,  president  of  the  United 
Fruit  Importers;  Hon.  P.  P.  Acritelli,  coroner  of  the  eity  of  New 
York;  Joseph  Kinaldi,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  John  J.  Freschi, 
who  is  the  secretary  of  a  very  large  Italian  association  in  that  city. 
I  bespeak  for  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  courteous  hearing  in 
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regard  to  this  matter  which  they  all  have  so  much  at  heart,  and  which 
I  sincerely  hope,  at  its  convenience,  this  committee  will  see  its  way 
clear  to  make  a  favorable  report  upon;  and  I  ask  that  the  press 
clippings,  resolutions  I  have  received  in  this  matter,  be  attached  to  the 
statements  in  this  hearing. 

The  Chaikman.  There  being  no  objection,  it  is  so  ordered. 

Mr.  SuLZER.  I  now  take  pleasure  m  introducing  to  the  committee 
former  Coroner  Zucca,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  president  of 
the  Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

STATEMENT  OF  ANTONIO  ZTJCCA,  ESft.,  OF  225  WEST  STREET, 
NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Zucca.  Gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee:  As  president 
of  the  Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  I  come  before  you  to  support  the 
bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  to  make  October  12  of  each 
year  a  national  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  in  memory  of 
the  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus. 

The  Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  being  a  commercial  institu- 
tion, does  not  readily  favor  the  enactment  of  new  holidays,  but  on 
considering  that  Christopher  Columbus  discovered  this  great  country, 
thus  providing  new  homes  to  the  over  populated  Europe,  and  that 
millions  of  people  through  his  discovery  have  ameliorated  their 
condition,  having  become  prosperous  and  many  of  them  wealthy, 
the  said  chamber  of  commerce  believes  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country  to  thus  recognize  and  honor  the  benefactor 
of  its  people;  if  any  man  deserves  to  be  remembered  by  the  United 
States  of  America  it  is  Christopher  Columbus,  who  suffered  all  kinds 
of  hardship,  imprisonment,  and  privation  from  his  own  contempora- 
ries. Forgotten  by  previous  generations  benefited  by  his  discov- 
ery, it  becomes  our  duty  to  censure  the  negligence  of  our  predecessors 
by  now  doing  him  justice  in  the  enactment  of  the  bill  introduced,  as 
I  have  before  said,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  and  have  the  12th  day 
of  October  made  a  national  holiday  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
Canada,  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  when  probably 
the  nations  of  South  and  Central  America  and  even  Canada  will 
follow  our  example.  At  the  present  time  it  is  a  State  holiday  in 
Colorado,  and  such  a  bill  passed  the  assembly  and  the  senate  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  but  in  consequence  of  the  governor's  refusal  to 
sign,  failed  to  become  law. 

The  same  sentiment  has  been  expressed  in  the  legislature  of  Louisi- 
ana, Dakota,  and  other  States.  Therefore  it  is  certain  that  the  same 
opinion  exists  to-day  to  thus  honor  the  man  who  was  not  even  privi- 
leged to  name  the  country  discovered  by  him.  It  now  remains  with 
Congress,  which  includes  all  the  States,  to  make  right  the  wrong  of 
our  predecessors. 

STATEMENT  OF  VITO  CONTESSA,  ESQ.,  OF  413  EAST  ONE  HUNDRED 
AND  FOURTEENTH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  CoNTESSA.  Gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee:  For  the 
past  eight  years  the  Italian  Benevolent  Society  "  Sons  of  Columbus," 
of  which  I  am  the  president,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Italian 
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Societies  of  Greater  New  York,  has  most  duly  celebrated  the  12th  of 
October  as  Columbus  Day. 

Each  year  thousands  and  thousands  of  men  of  all  nationalities 
cooperated  both  morally  and  financially  to  the  success  of  the  com- 
memoration of  one  of  the  greatest  glories  in  favor  of  science  and 
humanity. 

Gentlemen,  Christopher  Columbus  with  the  discovery  of  America 
gave  to  the  world  a  new  world ;  he  opened  the  way  to  the  promised 
land  of  labor,  liberty,  and  equality. 

This  great  country  should  be  inferior  to  no  other  nation  in  grati- 
tude, and  worthily  remember  the  great  intrepid  navigator  by  consid- 
ering the  12th  of  October — Columbus  Day — a  national  holiday. 

STATEMENT  OF  VICTOE  L.  ZORN,  ESQ.,  OF  81  BEACH  STEEET,  NEW 

TOEK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  ZoRN.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee :  A  people's  gratitude  to  men  who  have  rendered  distinguished 
services  to  their  country,  or  to  mankind  at  large,  can  not  well  be  more 
appropriately  expressed  than  by  perpetuating  their  memory  through 
the  establishment  of  public  holidays  on  days  marking  either  the 
date  of  their  birth,  or  the  occasion  of  their  most  notable  achievement. 
Through  the  legislative  enactment  of  our  several  States,  we  celebrate 
the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Washington,  the  natal  day  of  our  inde- 
pendence, and  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  lamented  Lincoln. 
On  what  has  come  to  be  known  as  Decoration  Day  we  suspend  our 
labors,  and  upon  the  graves  of  our  fallen  soldiers  we  place  the  floral 
offerings  of  a  people's  love.  So,  too,  on  one  day  in  each  year  we  close 
our  houses  of  industry  and  commerce  and  our  public  offices  and 
financial  institutions  in  testimony  of  our  appreciation  of  the  worth 
and  majesty  of  labor.  It  is  now  proposed  that  a  legal  holiday  be 
established  to  commemorate  a  great  event  and  do  partial  justice  to 
the  memory  of  a  man  whose  services  to  America  and  to  mankind 
transcend  all  estimate.  A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now  before  you  for  con- 
sideration, providing  that  October  12  of  each  year  be  declared  a  legal 
holiday  to  be  known  as  Columbus  Day.  He  whom  we  would  thus 
honor  was  not  an  American  citizen;  but  his  skill  as  a  mariner,  and 
his  courage  and  determination  in  spite  of  repeated  discouragements, 
and  the  ridicule  and  rebuffs  of  his  contemporaries,  laid  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  the  splendid  structure  of  our  country  was  after- 
wards builded.  Christopher  Columbus  was  an  Italian  by  birth  and 
a  citizen  of  all  the  world  by  sympathy  and  universal  interest.  It 
were  but  a  tardy  recognition  of  the  debt  of  America  to  him  to  make 
a  legal  holiday  of  the  anniversary  of  his  landing  at  San  Salvador. 

The  New  York  Fruit  Exchange,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, embraces  within  its  membership  all  the  representative  me,n 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  fruit  business  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
This  exchange,  acting  for  these  practical  men  of  affairs,  has  adopted 
resolutions  indorsing  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  William 
Sulzer,  and  directing  me  to  appear  before  you  to  urge  a  favoral>le 
report  upon  it.  Business  men  as  a  class  are  not  sentimentalists,  and 
those  engaged  in  the  fruit  business  are  no  exception  to  the  rule.     Yet 
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they  indorse  this  bill  and  are  anxious  that  it  shall  be  passed  by 
Congress.  We  have  too  few  holidays,  rather  than  too  many.  Our 
minds  and  our  bodies  are  improved  by  recreation,  and  we  are  exalted 
by  reflection  upon  the  noble  deeds  and  great  achievements  of  others. 
It  is  an  admitted  principle  of  economics  that  the  efficiency  of  labor 
is  enhanced  and  not  impaired  by  periods  of  rest.  Viewed,  therefore, 
merely  in  a  material  and  an  economic  light,  there  is  no  solvent  objec- 
tion to  this  bill,  and  there  are  many  reasons  why  it  should  receive 
your  favorable  consideration.  In  the  history  of  all  the  world  there 
is  no  more  momentous  event  than  the  discovery  of  America.  As- 
suredly the  memory  of  the  discoverer  ought  to  be  preserved.  There 
is  no  more  effective  and  appropriate  way  to  preserve  it  than  to  enact 
into  law  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
has  introduced.  Make  a  favorable  report  upon  this  biU,  gentlemen, 
and  enjoy  the  satisfaction  which  will  be  yours  of  knowing  that  you 
have  done  your  share  toward  honoring  the  name  of  Christopher 
Columbus. 

STATEMENT  OF  JAMES  A.  FECHTIG,  JR.,  ESQ.,  CALVEBT  BXriLD- 
ING,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 

Mr.  Fechtig.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  come  with  a  com- 
mittee from  Baltimore  representing  all  the  Italian  societies  of  that 
city.  Baltimore,  as  you  know,  has  a  very  large  Italian  population- — 
a  population  of  at  least  15,000  voting  strength.  The  Italian  societies 
there  are  unanimous  in  their  indorsement  of  this  measure,  and  they 
are  encouraged  in  support  of  the  bill  by  other  organizations  in  Balti- 
more in  addition  to  their  own. 

The  object  of  this  hearing  is  that  the  advocates  of  Mr.  Sulzer 's 
bill,  to  make  October  12  in  each  year  a  legal  holiday,  to  be  known  as 
"  Columbus  day,"  may  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  urging  upon 
you  the  advisability  oi  an  early  and  favorable  report  upon  the  bill. 

I  know  that  there  is  a  reluctance  to  create  additional  holidays. 
This  reluctance  is  a  most  proper  one.  Our  history,  as  well  as  our 
industrial  life,  is  so  full  of  memorable  events  that  to  single  out  many 
of  them  truly  worthy  of  such  notice  would  make  too  many  days 
upon  which  the  people  were  urged  to  a  cessation  from  work  and  to 
a  contemplation  of  the  event  and  the  lesson  to  be  derived  therefrom. 
There  are,  however,  certain  times  and  events  in  the  life  of  the  nation 
which,  by  reason  of  preeminence,  are  entitled  to  be  dealt  with  and 
celebrated  by  all  the  people.  We  honor  the  birthday  of  Jesus  Christ, 
we  enjoy  the  beginning  of  each  new  calendar  year,  we  pay  our 
respects  and  homage  to  the  memory  of  the  first  President,  we  decor- 
ate the  graves  of  the  nation's  warriors,  we  celebrate  the  declaration  of 
freedom  from  tyranny,  we  join  with  labor  in  its  day's  reflection  upon 
its  achievements,  and  we  utter  our  thanks  each  year  for  the  bounties 
of  the  Almighty. 

We  are  essentially  a  patriotic  people;  we  are  ever  ready  to  praise 
anyone  and  everyone  who  in  any  manner  has  contributed  to  the  up- 
building of  the  nation. 

There  is  one  man  whose  part  in  the  foundation  of  the  peopling  and 
growth  of  the  Western  Continent  can  never  be  overlooked.  He  was 
an  Italian — of  those  energetic  people  who  have  in  many  ages  con- 
tributed so  much  that  is  best  in  art  and  science  to  the  sum  of  the 
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world's  knowledge.  He  in  the  crowning  act  of  his  life  revealed  to 
the  world  a  new  hemisphere,  a  new  continent  of  wealth  and  vast 
possibilities.  It  was  his  act,  whatever  others  did  before  him  or  what- 
ever may  have  been  done  after  him,  which  gave  the  opportunity  for 
the  greatest  nation  of  freemen  in  the  world's  history.  He  died  in 
comparative  obscurity,  and  his  mortal  remains  lie  in  Spain  practically 
unhonored. 

The  great  event  of  October  12,  1492,  must  ever  be  a  landmark  and 
a  great  lesson  in  our  history.  It  must  stand' in  its  effects  as  a  monu- 
mental performance.  A  portion  of  our  people,  most  of  them  of  liis 
own  racial  blood,  have  from  time  to  time  done  honor  to  the  memory 
of  Christopher  Columbus,  have  erected  tablets  and  monuments,  have 
voiced  his  praises  in  song,  and  drunk  to  his  achievements  in  wine; 
but  there  has  been  no  organized  effort  to  commemorate  the  day  as  it 
should  be.  Just  lately  in  some  of  the  States  legislation  has  been 
attempted.  Colorado  has  made  the  day  a  holiday.  New  York  and 
other  States,  I  am  informed,  have  it  under  consideration,  but  the 
fitting  method  of  dealing  with  the  subject  is  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  now  before  this  committee.  Its  recommendation  by  this  body 
and  its  enactment  into  law  will  create  a  holiday  as  noteworthy  as 
any  known  to  our  people.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that,  in  common 
not  only  with  those  of  Italian  blood  who  are  making  in  our  midst 
part  of  the  sinew  of  our  best  citizenship,  but  as  well  with  those  of 
other  bloods,  we  now  urge  upon  you  an  early  and  favorable  report 
upon  this  measure. 

STATEMENT  OF  MICHAEL  A.  ROFEANO,  ESQ.,  STJPEEINTENDENT 
TENEMENT  HOUSE  DEPARTMENT,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  EoFRAxo.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee.  I 
appear  here  as  the  representative  of  the  Italian- American  League,  a 
civic  asociation  of  young  Americans  whose  parents  were  of  Italian 
birth,  to  say  that  we  are  heartily  in  favor  of  the  bill  before  this 
committee  making  Columbus  Day  a  national  holiday. 

We  believe  with  the  great  majority  of  the  American  people  that 
one  day  in  the  year  should  be  set  aside  to  honor  the  memory  of  one  of 
the  world's  greatest  men  and  benefactors. 

The  reasons  for  this  show  of  sentiment  are  so  many  and  so  weighty 
as  to  leave  no  ground  for  real  opposition. 

America's  debt  to  Columbus  can  never  be  paid.  The  history  of 
these  United  States,  with  its  storj'  of  grand  achievements  and  great 
heroes,  would  never  be  written  wore  it  not  for  Columbus.  But  for 
the  great  mariner  this  nation  would  be  unknown ;  July  ith  have  no 
significance;  freedom,  perhaps,  no  home,  and  liberty  no  hope,  and  the 
magnificent  civilization  now  enjoyed  by  the  world  no  existenco. 

Columbus  deserves  all  the  honors  that  the  American  people  can 
give  their  first  and  greatest  hero. 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen. 

STATEMENT  OF  P.  P.  ACRITELLI,  ESQ.,  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  AcKiTELM.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
it  is  befitting  that  the  National  Congress  should  take  some  step  to 
push  forward  the  propaganda  that  is  being  made  all  over  the  United 
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States  for  the  enactment  into  law  of  a  bill  making  the  12th  day  of 
October  of  each  year  a  legal  holiday. 

Of  course  Congress  can  only  legislate  on  matters  touching  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories.  But  that  of  itself  will  be 
an  inspiration  to  the  States  of  this  Union  to  pass  a  law  on  just  the 
same  principle,  and  not  only  to  the  States  of  this  Union,  gentlemen, 
but  also  to  the  nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

I  understand  that  the  Argentine  Republic  has  passed  such  a  law, 
and  that  the  Congress  of  Brazil  is  now  considering  it.  The  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  which  a  few  years  ago  so  honored  the 
memory  of  Columbus  by  generously  donating  large  sums  of  money 
to  the  Chicago  Exposition,  should  not  stop  there,  but  should  also 
go  further  and  perpetuate  his  memory  by  enacting  a  legal  holiday 
law.  We,  the  Italian- American  citizens  of  New  York,  have  done  our 
share.  One  of  the  finest  monuments  in  this  continent  has  been 
erected  by  the  Italians  of  the  United  States  in  one  of  the  finest  squares 
of  New  York  to  the  memory  of  Columbus.  But  monuments,  gentle- 
men, may  crumble ;  but  a  law  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  honoring  the  memory  of  Columbus  will  be  perpetual,  and  will 
make  it  so  that  every  nation  which  is  benefited  by  the  great  dis- 
coverer's achievements  will  also  enact  such  a  law,  sO'  that  the  whole 
civilized  world  will  honor  his  memory  forever. 

STATEMENT  OF  JOHN  J.  FEESCHI,  ESQ.,  OF  53  PARK  ROW,  NEW 

YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Fheschi.  Mr.  Chairman,  and  gentlemen:  October  12  is  a  day 
of  great  importance  and  of  interest  to  the  whole  world.  All  nations 
should  celebrate  on  that  day.  The  discovery  of  America  opened  up 
to  the  Old  World  new  avenues  of  commerce  and  expansion.  It  was 
the  beacon  light  in  the  centuries  that  followed  it  that  pointed  out 
the  course  to  the  many  adventurers  who  sought  new  territory  free 
from  the  laws  of  serfdom,  free  from  all  religious  persecutions  and 
oppression. 

On  that  day  we  are  reminded  that  for  two  score  and  ten  years 
Columbus,  the  prince  of  discoverers,  the  humble  mariner  and  adven- 
turer, whose  name  we  all  revere,  was  continuously  in  excited  action, 
seeking  to  interest  crowned  heads  in  his  plans,  and  finally  sailed 
under  the  flag  of  Castile  and  Leon  from  Palos,  on  August  3,  1492,  in 
search  of  Japan  and  India,  the  land  of  spices  and  its  reputed  jewels. 
He  pursued  a  westerly  course  in  the  hope  that  a  direct  route  to  Asia 
lie  across  the  "  Sea  of  Darkness  " — the  mighty  Atlantic — that  sepa- 
rated it  from  continental  Europe. 

At  the  dawn  of  day  on  October  12,  1492,  the  great  admiral  landed 
on  one  of  the  Bahamas.  He  thought  that  he  had  accomplished  his 
purpose  and  object  for  which  he  had  set  sail.  The  year  1492  was  an 
epoch-making  year. 

"  The  first  voyage  of  Columbus  is  thus  a  unique  event  in  the  history 
of  mankind.  Nothing  like  it  was  ever  done  before  and  nothing  like 
it  can  ever  be  done  again." 

We  should  celebrate  not  only  the  event,  but  glory  as  well  in  the  life 
and  deeds  of  the  man  who  made  that  event  possible. 

The  world  owes  his  name  the  foremost  place  in  history.     And 
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though  he  be  long  dead  his  deeds  have  survived  him  and  his  memory 
shall  live  forever. 

Columbus  was  a  type  of  the  wonderful  man,  and  possessed  a  char- 
acter remarkabje  for  the  strength  of  its  constituent  parts.  He  was 
a  man  of  original  thoughts.  His  convictions  were  the  products  of  a 
keen  mind,  and  the  determination  with  which  he  would  apply  them 
made  success  inevitable.  The  zeal  and  energy  exerted  by  him  toward 
a  cause  was  emblematical  of  the  man. 

Our  entire  country,  whose  material  prosperity,  whose  mental 
wealth,  whose  physical  strength,  and  whose  moral  rectitude  was 
made  possible  by  what  he  did,  can  but  humbly  do  him  reverence. 

Though  we  build  monuments  that  do  top  the  sky  we  could  not 
in  the  slightest  measure  express  the  esteem  that  is  due  him  and  in 
which  we  hold  him.  Words  can  not  express  the  praise  due  him  nor 
the  devotion  the  world  owes  him. 

Proud,  indeed,  should  the  world  be  of  so  noble  and  worthy  a  man 
as  Columbus,  whose  name  is  inscribed  on  every  tablet  of  famous  men 
of  the  world  and  mentioned  in  every  history. 

The  growing  sentiment  in  this  country  asks  that  this  Congress  give 
his  name  a  place  on  the  statute  books  of  the  land,  and  thus  point  the 
way  to  other  States  to  enact  legislation  making  Columbus  Daj"^  a 
legal  holiday. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  the 
great  achievements  of  this  prince  of  discoverers  have  been  so  elo- 
quently described  and  pictured  here  this  -morning  by  the  preceding 
speakers  that  I  hardly  feel  justified  in  attempting  to  narrate  in  my 
way  this  great  event.  I  come  here  in  the  interests  of  various  Italian 
daily  and  weekly  newspapers  in  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  and 
represent  as  well  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  bar  of  the  county 
who  have  suggested  that  I  say  to  this  committee  that  they,  too,  are  in 
favor  of  the  enactment  into  law  of  this  proposed  legislation. 

I  feel,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  would  be  truly  an  inspiration  if  Octo- 
ber 12  in  each  year  could  be  devoted  to  some  ceremony  whereby  the 
public  may  recognize  in  its  own  way  the  deed  that  is  worthy  of  the 
thought  of  so  great  a  man  as  Columbus.  Citizens  from  every  sec- 
tion of  this  land  have,  by  means  of  communications,  by  means  of  pe- 
titions, by  means  of  resolutions,  communicated  to  the  press  in  the 
city  of  New  York  an  expression  of  their  will  that  October  12  shall 
be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  name  of 
these  institutions,  in  the  name  of  these  papers  which  I  represent,  and 
in  the  names  of  many  friends  of  this  bill,  that  this  committee  make  a 
favorable  report  thereon. 

(The  hearings  were  thereupon  closed,  with  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  gentlemen  who  had  appeared.) 


Italian-American  Barbers  Political  League, 

New  York,  April  2,  1906. 
Wbereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer.  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  "  Columbus  Day,"  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
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first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday:    Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  I.  A.  B.  Political  League  Association, 
in  meeting  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative 
Sulzer,  and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor 
due  by  America  and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless 
Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  associa- 
tion and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer  and  to  the 
press  of  this  city. 

F.  P.  Cambicoz,  President. 
F.   U.   Fbancia,  Secretary. 


SocietA.  Mobconesi  e  Sanniti  di  Mutuo  Soccokso, 

New  York,  3  aprile  1006. 
Stimatissimo  Sig.  Cav.  Antonio  Ztjoca  : 

Ho  r  onore  di  partecipare  alia  S.  V.  Illmo.  che  questo  consiglio  d'  ammini- 
strazione,  in  seduta  ordinaria,  ieri  sera,  ad  unanimita  deliberd  di  appoggiare 
la  proposta,  a  che  il  Columbus  Day,  fosse  dichiarata  festa  governativa,  con  ricor- 
renza  il  12  ottobre  di  ogni  anno. 
Tanti  ossequi,  d'  ordine, 

G.  D'Andbea,  il  Segretario. 


Baltimobe,  Md.,  30  marzo  1906. 
Cav.  A.  Zucca, 

Presidente  della  Camera  di  Commercio  Italiana,  New  York  City. 
Egbeqio  Signobe:  Essendo  io  presidente  della  Columbus  Day  Association  di 
questa  citta,  dopo  avere  letto  1'  articolo  comparso  nell'  Araldo  Italiano  di  New 
York,  se  permette  vorrei  farci  le  seguenti  domande: 

1.  Formola  della  maniera  di  questa  adesione. 

2.  Quanto  tempo  noi  abbiamo  per  farla  recapitare  a  Lei? 

3.  Se  tutte  le  society  esistenti  in  una  citta  debbono  unirsi  e  mandare  una 
adesione  sola?  Siccome  le  societa  si  riunlscano  in  difiCerenti  date  menaill,  e  se 
non  ci  d  qualche  d'  uno,  che  le  spingie  forsi  per  qualche  d'  una  sarebbe  troppo 
tardi. 

Gradisca,  Signore  Cavaliere,  i  sentimenti  della  mia  piil  grande  stima,  mi 
creda  di  Lei  devotissimo  vecchio  amico, 

Chas.  Simonini, 
Presidente  della  Columbus  Day  Associatioti. 


Italian-Amebican  Babbebs  Political  League, 

New  York,  April  2.  1906. 
Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each  year 
a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  new  world  of  America,  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  the  members  of  the  Italian-American  Barbers  Political 
League  Association,  in  meeting  assembled,  heartily  endorse  the  bill  introduced  by 
Representative  Sulzer,  and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of 
the  honor  due  by  America  and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fear- 
less Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  associa- 
tion and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer  and  to  the  press 
of  this  city. 

F.  P.  Cambbico,  President. 
F.   N.   Fbancia,  Secretary. 
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New  York.  April  13,  1906. 
Hon.  William  Sulzer, 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Dear  Sir  :  Bnclo.sed  please  find  another  resolution  from  the  Society  "  Court 
Francesco  Bentivegna,  No.  441."    Believe  I  will  have  a  few  niore  to  send  next 
week. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully.  Ant.  Zucca. 


Court  Francesco  Bentivegna  N.  441. 

New  York.  IS  aprile  1906. 
On.  Cav.  Uff.  A.  Zucca,  S-5  Broadway,  City. 

Eqregio  Signore  :  La  Corte  F.  Bentivegna  N.  441  Foresters  of  America,  nella 
seduta  dell'  11  aprile,  a  deliberate  "  un  voto  si  adesione  al  disegno  di  legge  che 
r  On.  William  Sulzer  a  presentato  al  congresso  per  ottenere  chi  11  giorno  12 
ottobre,  sotto  il  nome  dl  '  Columbus  Day  '  venga  proclamato  giorno  di  festa 
nazionale." 

Ossequiandola  ml  creda, 

LuDUBY  v.  Ferraba,  F.  S. 


Societa  Italiana  Cristoforo  Colombo,  M.  S., 

Waco,  Tex.,  12  aprile  1906. 
Hon.  W.  Sulzer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Eqregio  Signore:  La  Societa  Cristoforo  Colombo  del  Waco,  Tex.,  in  una 
speciale  adunanza,  ad  unanimita  ha  approvato  11  voto  di  adesione  del  Columbus 
Day. 

L'  assemblea  tutta  prega  la  E.  V.  a  far  in  modo  che  il  nostro  desiderio  venisse 
realizzato. 

Con  stima, 

V.  Kemendo,  Presidente. 
J.  MiLANo,  Segretario. 


Societa  Cittadini  di  Giuliana  w  Mutuo  Soccorso, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  April  H,  1906. 
Hon.  William  Sulzer. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  read  of  the  bill  you  are  introducing  in  Congress,  making 
October  12  a  legal  holiday,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  in  letting  you  know  that 
the  Societa  Cittadini  dl  Guiliana  is  greatly  in  favor  of  it.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
societa  held  April  4  your  bill  was  brought  to  a  vote,  the  members  unanimously 
favoring  it.  They  informed  ine  to  let  you  know  of  it. 
Hoping  it  becomes  a  law. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

A.  Maggiobe. 
Secretary  Societd  Cittadini  di  Oiuliana. 


SocietA  Bebsaglieri  Lamarmora  di  Mutuo  Soccorso. 

PrOTEZIONE   ED    ISTRUZIONE, 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  11  aprile  1906. 

Illmo.  Signer  Hon.  William  Sulzer. 

House  of  Representatives.  Washington,  D.  C: 

Mi  onoro  parteciparle  che  in  assemblea  generale  tenuta  per  1'  approvazione 
a  festeggiare  il  Columbus  Day  al  12  ottobre,  data  della  scoperta  dell'  America, 
questa  societa  approvara  e  votava  unanime  a  voler  festeggiare  sollennemeute 
il  detto  giorno. 

Tanto  in  riscontro  all'  articolo  inscritto  sul  giornale  1'  Araldo  Italiano  in 
data  3  corrente  mese. 

Sicuro  di  un  esito  favorevole  a  detta  proposta,  Le  invio  con  i  sensi  di  piil  alta 
stima  gli  ossequi  della  intera  societa,  ed  io  ossequiandola  la  riverisco. 

Antonio  Libutti,  II  Segretario. 
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Besolutiona  adopted  by  the  Neta  York  Fruit  Exchange  of  the  dtp  of  New  York, 
at  a  meeting  held  on  April  20,  1906. 

Whereas  It  is  eminently  fitting  tliat  the  fame  of  Christopher  Columbus  should 
receive  national  recognition,  and  that  so  great  an  event  as  the  discovery  of 
America  should  t>e  celebrated  by  malting  the  day  a  national  holiday,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  Fruit  Exchange  heartily  endorse  the  bill  intro- 
duced by  Representative  William  Sulzer  of  New  York,  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States,  providing  that  October  12  of  each  year  be 
made  a  legal  holiday,  to  be  known  ais  Columbus  Day,  and  that  the  president  of 
this  exchange  be  directed  to  visit  Washington  and  appear  before  the  committee 
having  the  bill  under  consideration  and  urge  a  favorable  report  thereon. 

ViCTOE  L.  ZoBN,  Rresident. 
C.  W.  Maxfield,  Secretary. 


Baltimobe,  April  19,  1906. 

Hon.   WlIXIAM   SUMEB, 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Deae  Sib  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  18th  instant,  by  which  I  note 
that  a  hearing  upon  your  bill  to  make  Columbus  Day  a  national  holiday  will 
take  place  on  April  28  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

Arrangements  have  already  been  made  for  representation  from  Baltimore,  and 
I  will  see  that  the  members  of  this  local  committee  are  on  band  promptly  at  the 
time  set. 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  advice  In  the  matter. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  A.  Fechtio,  Jr. 


Bbooklyn,  N.  Y.,  19  aprile  1906. 
On.  Sig.  SuLZEB :  Faccio  plauso  alia  vostra  nobile  iniziativa  per  la  promulga- 
zione  del  Columbus  Day  e  mi  rallegro  dl  tutto  cuore  per  la  vostra  patriottica 
proposta. 

Abbiatemi  ora  sempre  per  vostro  devmo., 

Antebo  Zaononi. 
Member  of  Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  If  etc  York. 


SocietA  Itaxiane  Unite, 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  17  aprile  1906 
Hon.  William  Sulzek, 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Mi  fa  dovere  comunicarvl  che  questo  sodalizio,  avuta  conoscenza  della  vostra 
nobile   idea,   di   far   cio6   dichiarare   da   cotesto   congress©   festa   11    Columbus 
Day  (12  ottobre),  unanlmamente  plaude  alia  vostra  iniziativa  e  si  associa  con 
entusiasmo  ad  e.ssa. 

I  soci  tuttl,  superbl  di  appartenere  alia  patria  di  colui,  che  fu  lo  scopritore 
di  queste  terre  ospitali,  fanno  voti  a  che  la  vostra  proposta  addivenga  un  fatto 
compiuto. 

Con  stima,  dev"""  vostro, 

D.  Ceeulli,  Segretario. 


SoCIEbA  di  MuTUO   SOCCORSO  FBA  I   CITTADINI  DI   Castel   Sabaceno. 

Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Colum- 
bus first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday :  Therefore,  be  it 


COLUMBUS   DAY.  15 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  "  Societfl.  di  Mutuo  Soccorso,"  in  meet- 
in  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and 
express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America 
and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator, 
Christopher  Columbus.    And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  th«  minutes  of  our  associa- 
tion and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  SulzSr  and  to  the 
press  of  this  city. 

CoiDio  GiovtNOZZi,  President. 
Seeafino   Caputo,   Secretary. 


New  Yobk,  April  23,  1906. 

Hon.   WlIXIAM    StTLZEB, 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Deab  Sib:  Your  favor  of  the  21st  instant  to  hand.  We  will  leave  New 
York  Friday  night  at  12  o'clock  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  arriving  in 
Washington  on  Saturday  at  7  a.  m.,  and  we  will  go  to  the  Metropolitan  Hotel 
to  have  some  breakfast,  so  that  we  can  meet  you  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivps  at  the  appointed  time. 

Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  invite  the  Republican  leader  of  the  sixth 
assembly  district,  Mr.  James  March?  Of  course  I  will  not  do  anything  until 
I  hear  from  you.  I  am  also  trying  to  induce  the  president  of  the  New  York 
Fruit  Exchange,  Mr.  Victor  Zorn,  with  whom  you  are  already  acquainted,  to 
accompany  us,  as  he  is  quite  a  good  speaker. 

I  will  have  to  pay  all  expenses,  otherwise  it  is  difficult  to  induce  anyone  to 
come,  but  this  is  nothing  if  only  we  succeed  In  our  intent 

I  have  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  New  York  Fruit  Exchange,  and  I  will  send  them  to  you  or  I  will  bring 
with  me  on  Saturday. 

Inclosed  please  find  resolutions  from  the  Societa  di  Mutuo  Soccorso. 
I  remain,  yours  sincerely. 

Ant.  Zucca. 


Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  S5th. 
Hon.  William  Sttlzeb,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Italian  colony  of  Schenectady  called  meeting  this  evening  to  send  to  your 
honor  adeslon  for  Columbus  Day.  Thanks,  anticipating  for  the  great  civil 
work  taken  by  your  honor. 

Committee. 


CONQREGA   DEL   MONTE   CabMELO, 

44"^  East  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  street.  New  York: 

Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in 
each  year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  "  Columbus  Day."  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America,  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Mount  Carmel  Congregation  Asso- 
ciation, in  meeting  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  hill  introduced  by  Represen- 
tative Sulzer,  and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the 
honor  due  by  America  and  all  manlcind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless 
Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

DoMENico  Di  Dabio,  President. 
^'ICE^•zo  Babbo,  Segretario. 
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societA  keduci  patbie  battaglie  e  militabi  in  congedo  in  new  yoek. 

Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  TorJi,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday  :  Therefore  be  It 

Resolved,  TJiat  we,  the  members  of  the Association,  in  meeting  assem- 
bled, heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express 
to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all 
mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Chris- 
topher Columbus.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  association, 
and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer  and  to  the  press  of 
this  city. 

Redoci  Patbie  Battaglie  e  Militabi  in  Congedo. 
G.  CiAMios,  II  Presidente, 
Peteb  Ingeassia,  Secretary. 


SocietA.  Cbistofobo  Colombo 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  S6,  1906. 
Hon.  William  Sulzeb. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  our  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  Society  Cristoforo  Colombo, 
of  the  M.  Aid,  at  its  special  meeting  of  the  22d  April,  1906,  has  passed  resolution 
upon  the  proposal  of  the  Columbia's  day  of  the  12th  October. 

The  society,  with  great  enthusiasm,  appreciated  the  noble  and  gentle  propo- 
sition, hoping  that  it  will  be  in  favor  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Respectfully, 

Salvatobe  Bakamo, 

Secretary. 


Monessen,  Pa. 
Hon.  William  Sulzeb,  Member  of  Congress. 

Sib  :  With  the  highest  appreciation  for  your  efforts  to  create  a  national  holi- 
day in  commemoration  of  Christopher  Columbus,  we,  the  subscribers,  members  of 
the  Italian  Society  of  Mutual  Aid  of  Monessen,  would  respectfully  and  most 
earnestly  request  that  you  use  your  efforts  to  have  enacted  a  law  whereby 
October  12  shall  be  decreed  to  be  a  national  holiday,  and  to  be  known  as 
Columbus  day. 

Most  respectfully,  yours, 

James  V.  Conti,  Mariano  Puleo,  Aldo  Donelli,  Giacomo  Limoy,  Giu- 
seppe Bndrizzi,  B.  Cancelli,  Pietro  Capra,  Altini  Odovalnado, 
Gerace  Antonio,  Buzzella  Antonio,  Buglenti  Marcello,  Ronzonl 
Antonio,  Antonio  Canova,  G.  Badoja,  E.  Endrizzi,  Dalloglio  Au- 
gusto,  Pietro  Pranceschin,  Elijeo  Coletti,  Viyianl  Benigno,  Natale 
Brazzi,  Valenzano  Luigi,  Angelo  Pranceschin,  Rinaldi  Benve- 
nuto,  Angelo  Guatteri,  A.  Fioretto,  Dino  Caruzno,  S6vdrin 
Lauze,  Luigi  Caruso,  Salvatore  Petranusta,  Filardi  Salva- 
tore,  Filardi  Giuseppe,  Francisco  Salvatore,  Viviani  Pietro, 
Jim  Cavalli,  Ernest  Gerattro,  Salvatore  Possinello  di  Sal- 
vatore, Antonio  Porrinello,  Giuseppe  Porrinello,  Salvatore 
Porinello  di  Cristofero,  Giuseppe  Filarde,  Salvatore  Filarde, 
Puleo  Giuseppe,  Joe  Pierotti,  Bernardo  Arnoldi,  Enrico  Mlde- 
letti,  Paolo  Moroni,  Roso  Molpadrey,  Germano  Fanin,  Tony 
ZafColi,  Luigi  Boni,  John  Carnelli,  Luigi  Cecconi,  Angelo  Seras- 
tino,  Viviani  Giacomo,  Petrancosto  Giacomo,  L.  Barone,  Luigi 
Chiavarini,  Salvatore  Crimi,  Patsy  Conti. 
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SOCIETA    ABRUZZO    ClTKA,    GaUKIEIXI;    ItOSSliXn    DI    MUTUO    SOCCOKSO, 

.Vetc  Yorlc,  26  Aprile,  1906. 
Whereas  there  hns  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  by  the  Hon.  Williaui  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  Yorlv,  a  bill  to  lualie  October  twelfth  in 
each  year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  day ;  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the association,  in  meeting  assem- 
bled, heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express 
to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all 
mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Christopher 
Columbus  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  association, 
and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  ITon.  William  Sulzer  and  to  the  press  of 
this  city. 

SOCIETA  Abbuzzo  Citea,  Gabbiele  Rosetti, 
GuisEPPE  CiANCiosi,  II  Presidente, 
T.  d'Aloisio,  II  Segretario. 


SociETA  Makineria  Italiana  di  Mtjtuo  Soccobso, 

Neir  Haven,  Conn.,  April  26,  1906. 
Hon.  William   Sulzeb,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  our  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  Societa.  Marineria  Italiana 
di  Mutuo  Soccorso  of  this  city,  at  his  special  meeting  of  April  22,  1906,  has 
passed  resolution  upon  the  proposal  of  the  Columbus  day  of  the  12th  October. 

The  society,  with  great  enthusiasm,  appreciated  the  noble  and  gentle  proi)osl- 
tion.  hoping  that  It  will  be  in  favor  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

ViNCENZo  Eybobilo,  President. 
Pasquale  Celotto,  Segretary. 


Whereas  there  has  been  presented  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  the  Hon.  William  J.  Sulzer,  a  member  thereof, 
a  bill  providing  that  the  12th  day  of  October  in  each  and  every  year,  being  the 
anniversary  day  of  the  discovery  of  America  by  Christopher  Columbus,  be  made 
a  legal  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  first  Monday  in  September  in  each  year  is  now  made 
by  law  a  public  and  legal  holiday ;  and 

Whereas  it  is  proper  and  fitting  that  October  12  of  each  year  be  made  a  public 
legal  holiday,  designated  as  Columbus  Day,  in  recognition  of  the  gi-eat  services 
rendered  to  the  world  by  the  stalwart  Genoese  mariner  who  discovered  America, 
and  that  the  people  of  this  country  at  large  should  on  that  day  in  some  suitable 
)nanner  commemorate  that  great  event  in  the  world's  history ;  be  it  therefore 

Rsolved,  That  the  Italian-American  Democratic  Union  of  Greater  New  York, 
in  regular  session  assembled,  does  pledge  itself  to  support  said  proposed  legis- 
lation and  to  urge  its  enactment.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  in  full  upon  the  minutes 
and  a  copy  thereof  remitted  to  the  author  of  said  bill,  the  committee  in  charge 
of  such  bill  in  Congress,  and  to  the  press. 

Italian-American  Democratic  Union  of  the  City  of  New  Yoriv. 
Antonio  Zucca,  President. 

Attest : 

.ToHN  J.  Fbeschi.  Secretary. 


New  York,  April  6,  1906. 
Hon.  William  Sulzer, 

House  of  Representatives,  Wasfiingtoji,  D.  V. 
Dear  Sir  :  1  have  mailed  to  you  yesterday  several  resolutions  which  I  have 
i-eceived  from  societies,  and  I  now  inclose  one  from  the  Societa  S.  Mauro  Forte 
di  Mutuo  Soccorso. 
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When  you  wish  the  delegation  to  come  to  Washington,  liindly  inform  me  a 
few  days  before  so  that  I  can  make  arrangements  to  leave  here. 
I  remain,  yours,  respectfully. 

Ant.  Zucca. 


SocietI.  S.  Maubo  Fobte  di  Mutuo  Soccobso, 

New  York,  k  aprile  1906. 
Estratto  del  processo  verbale  della  seduta  ordlnaria  mensile  della  Societi.  S. 
iVIauro  Forte  dl  Mutuo  Soccorso,  tenuta  nel  locale  sociale  al  No.  166  Ave.  A  in 
New  York  la  sera  di  lunedl  2  aprile  1906 : 
"  Proposta  del  socio  Gerardo  Gesualdi : 

"  Essendo  yenuto  a  conoscenza  a  mezzo  della  stampa  italiana  di  New  York 
che  il  Congressman  Onorevole  William  Sulzer  ha  presentato  alia  Camera  del 
Rappresentantl  degll  Stati  Unltl  in  Washington  un  disegno  di  legge  per  ottenere 
che  11  glomo  12  ottobre,  sotto  U  nome  di  '  Columbus  Day,'  venga  proclamato 
glomo  di  festa  nazlonale,  propongo  che  la  nostra  societa  d^iberi  un  voto  di 
adesione  al  suddetto  progetto  di  legge,  affinchfi  sia  con  ci6  giustamente  ed  in 
eterno  onoratto  11  nome  e  la  memoria  del  grande  Itallano,  prlmo  scopritore  ed 
apportatore  della  civiltft.  dl  cui  a  ragione  si  vanta  la  terra  che  ci  ospita,  la 
nostra  attuale  patria  di  adozione." 

La  proposta  del  Gesualdi  appoggiata  caldamente  dal  presidente  del  sodalizio, 
Slgnor  Montesano,  viene  approvata  con  entusiasmo  dall'  intera  assemblea. 

V.  Montesano,  il  Presidente. 
G.  Gesualdi,  Segretario. 


New  Yobk,  April  24,  1906. 
Hon.  Wn-UAM  Sulzeb, 

Bouse  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Deab  Snt:  Inclosed  please  find  about  ten  resolutions  of  different  societies  of 
Baltimore  and  New  Orleans.     I  will  probably  have  more  to  send  in  a  few  days. 
I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

Antonio  Zucca. 


SocietI.  Italiana  Tibo  al  Bebsaolio,  Genebale  G.  Gabibaldi, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  20  aprile  1906. 
SiQNOBE :  La  Societfi.  Italiana  Tiro  al  BersagUo,  Generale  Giuseppe  Garibaldi, 
aderisce  all'  Istanza  presentata  al  Congresso  perchS  sia  dlchiarata  festa  nazlo- 
nale 11  12  ottobre  data  scoperta  America. 

ViNCENzo  MoBEci,  II  Presidente. 


SocietA  Italiana  m  Mutua  Beneficenza  Tebminese, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  21  aprile  1906. 
SioNOEE :  La  SocietS.  Italiana  dl  Mutua  Beneficenza  Termineze  aderisce  all' 
Istanza  presentata   al   Congresso  perchS  sia  dichiarato   festa   nazlonale  il   12 
ottobre  data  scoperta  America. 

ViNCENzo  MoBEci,  II  Presidente. 


SOCIETA  ITALIANA  ABTISTICA  OPEEAIA  1)1   MUTUO   SOCCOBSO,   BALTIMOEE,   MD. 

Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,   to  be  called  Columbus  day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Artistica  Operaia,  in  meeting  assembled. 
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heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express  to 
him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all 
mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Christopher 
Columbus ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  associa- 
tion and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer  and  to  the  press 
of  this  city. 

Joseph  Bbocato  de  Elia,  Secretary. 

Salvatobe  Magoio,  President. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  pijblic  holiday,  to  be  called  Coliunbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Colimibus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Umberto  Primo,  in  meeting  assembled, 
heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express  to 
him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all 
mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Chris- 
topher Columbus. 

And  6e  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

Patriottica  Associazione  Italiana,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Primo  Reggimento  Umberto  1°,  Genio  Roma, 
G.  VisAiNY,  President. 
F.  Garofolo,  Secretary. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday,  herefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Unione  Cefaludese,  in  meeting  assem- 
bled, heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express 
to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  &ue  by  America  and 
all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Chris- 
topher Columbus. 

And  6e  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  that  copiees  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

U.  M.  S.,  Cefaludese, 

V.  Joseph  Bananco,  President. 

Giovan  Maria  Lauza,  Secretary. 


Whereas  fhere  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  "  Columbus  Day,"  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Imera  Croce  Bianca,  in  meeting 
assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and 
express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America 
and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator, 
Christopher  Columbus. 
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And  he  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association,  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer, 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

SOCIETA    ITALIANA    IMEBA    CbOCE   BiANCA,    BALTIMORE,    Md. 

S.  B.  Staite,  11  Presidente. 

MONBEALE. 

J.  Salmebi,  11  Segretario. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  Yorlt,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  "  Columbus  Day,"  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked.and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Cristoforo  Colombo,  in  meeting 
assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and 
express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America 
and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator, 
Christopher  Columbus. 

And  he  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association,  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

SOCIETA  Dl    MUTUO    SOCCOBSO   DI   CEISTOFORO   COLOMBO,    BALTIMORE. 

Joseph  Orlando,  II  Presidente. 
Fbank  Dente,  II  Segretario. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district 'of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Circolo  Pilodrammatico  Italiano,  in 
meeting  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer 
and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by 
America  and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian 
na\^gator,  Christopher  Columbus. 

And  6e  it  further  resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

ClBCOLO   FlLODRAMMATICO   E   M   LETTUBA,    BALTIMORE,    Md. 

S.  Vebdi,  President. 

G.  Caraulare,  Secretary. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from 
the  Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  of  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Jolanda  Pleasure  Club,  in  meeting 
assembled  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer  and 
express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America 
and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,. 
Christopher  Columbus.  • 
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And  be  it  further  reMlved.  Tbat  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzei- 
;>nd  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

JoLANDA  Pleasure  Oi.ub,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Francesco  Guercio,  President. 

S.  Cicero,  Secretary. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated "by  a  public  holiday :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  ofthe  Columbus  Day  Association,  in  meeting 
assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and 
express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all  mankind 
to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Colum- 
bus.    And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  associa- 
tion, and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  to  all  the 
Italian  societies  of  Baltimore  city,  and  to  the  press. 

Columbus  Day  Association,  Baltimore.  Md.. 
Chas.  Simonini,  President, 
S.  Verdi,  Segret. 


Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  In  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved.  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Patrie  Battaglie,  in  meeting  assembled, 
heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express  to 
him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all 
mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  fearless  Italian  navigator,  Chris- 
topher Columbus.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  le  ppre-id  upon  the  minutes  of  our  associa- 
tion and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer  and  to  the  press 
of  this  city. 

1   SOCIETA  ITALIANA  REDUCI  PaTBIE  BaTTAGLIE,  BALTIMORE,  Md.. 

Babtolo  Miceli,  II  President e. 
Frank  Dente,  11  Segretario. 


Valley  of  New  York,  April  28,  1906. 
Honorable  Sulzer, 

Congressman,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  With  the  greatest  pleasure  we  have  learned  that  you  are  preparing  a  bill 
to  be  introduced  in  the  Congress  in  order  to  make  the  12th  of  October  of  every 
.vear  a  legal  holiday.  "  The  Columbus  Day  "  should  really  be  consecrated  to  the 
memory  of  that  great  Genoese  navigator.  To  honor  those  who  have  rendered 
history  wonderful  is  the  characteristic  of  civilized  peoples.  We  feel  confident 
that  the  country  of  George  Washington,  which  leads  the  other  nations  of  thf 
world  in  free  institutions  in  civilization,  your  bill,  crowning,  by  so  doing,  all  youi- 
efforts  by  a  splendid,  magnificent  success. 

In  my  name  and  In  the  name  of  Giordano  Bruno  Consistory,  No.  66,  the 
highest  Masonic  body  in  the  United  States  composed  of  Italian  members,  accept 
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our  best  and  sincere  thanks  for  what  you   are   accomplishing  in   honor  of 
humanity  and  civilization. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  sir,  respectfully, 

Joseph  Cbistosi, 

Commander  in  Chief. 


SocietA  Italiana  di  M.  B.  Cbistofobo  Colombo, 

2few  Orleans,  April  25,  1906. 
Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  Yoric,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  In  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holidaj' ;   therefore,  be  it  . 

Resolved;  That  we,  the  members  of  the  "  Societa  Italiana  di  M.  B.  Cristoforo 
Colombo,"  in  meeting  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by  Repre- 
sentative Sulzer,  and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition  of  the 
honor  due  by  America  and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  the  great  and  fearless 
Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus ; 

And  6e  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  the  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer 
and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

Attested:  G.  Passalaqua,  President. 

F.  Sansetta,  Secretary. 


SociETi;  Italiana  di  M.  B.  Giovani  Bebsaqliebi, 
•  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  25,  1906. 

Whereas  there  has  been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  flting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and 
commemorated  by  a  public  holiday ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  "  Giovani  Bersaglieri  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association,"  in  meeting  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced  by 
Representative  Sulzer,  and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition 
of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and 
fearless  Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus ; 

And  6e  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  min- 
utes of  our  association,  and  the  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  William 
Sulzer  and  the  press  of  this  city. 

Attested:  A.  Patorno,  President. 

Paxil  Montelepee,  Secretary. 


[L'  Araldo  Itall.ino.  New  York  City,  April  7,  1906.] 
PEL  COLUMBUS   DAY. 

11  disegno  di  legge  presentato  al  Congresso  dall'  On.  Sulzer  per  ottenere  che 
sotto  il  nome  di  Columbus  Day  la  data  del  12  ottobre,  anniversario  della  scoperta 
deir  America,  venga  proclamata  festa  civile,  sara  molto  probabilmente  dlscusso 
prima  che  il  Congresso  si  aggiornl. 

Cosl  6  stato  promesso  all'  On.  Sulzer  dal  Presldente  del  Comitate  Gludlzlarlo 
al  quale  11  progetto  ?  stato  deferito.  Appena  la  data  di  una  pubblica  discusslone 
sul  progetto  verra  flssata  dal  Comitate,  1'  On.  Sulzer  ne  sara  avvertito  e  quindi 
una  delegazione  di  quelli  che  appoggiano  tal  misura  potra  recarsi  a  Washington 
a  perorarne  I'  approvazione. 

Le  probabilita  di  passaglo  della  legge  sono  molte. 

Ix)  stesso  Presldente  del  Comitate  e  in  simpatia  col  progetto  e  se  1'  agitazione 
verra  ben  condotta,  se  gl'  Italianl  risponderanno  degnamente  ai  nostrl  appelll, 
r  idea  del  Columbus  Day  sara  presto  tradotta  in  atto. 
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Constatiamo  con  piacere  che  gift  son  pervenute  all'  On.  Sulzer  numerose  ade- 
sioni  di  Societft,  dl  prlvatl  e  di  giornall  itallani. 

I  colleghi  della  stampa  che  appoggiano  1'  inlzlativa  del  Columbus  Day,  faranno 
cosa  utile  ed  opportuna  mandando  all'  On.  Sulzer  copie  segnate  del  lore  giornali 
contenentl  articoli  su  quel  soggptto. 

Raccomandiamo  Inoltre  alle  Societft  Italiane  di  tuttl  gll  Statl  Uniti  di  Indire 
speciali  adunanze  per  deliberare  quanto  pia  presto  sarft  possibile  un  veto  di 
adesione  e  d'  approvazione  e  di  comunicario  all'  indirlzzo :  Hon.  William  Sulzer, 
House  of  Representatives,  "Washington,  D.  0. 

Le  Societft  di  New  Yorli  potranno  far  pervenire  le  loro  adesioni  alio  stesso 
On.  Sulzer  oppure  al  Oav.  Uff.  Zucca  al  35  Broadway  ed  al  235  West  Street, 
New  York. 


[L'  Araldo  Italiano,  New  York,  April  5,  1906.] 
PEL    COUFMBCS    DAY. 

L'  Italian-American  Democratic  Union  riunitasi  martedi  sera  nella  sua  sede 
ai  numeri  181-183  Worth  St.  approvava  la  seguente  deliberazione : 

Considerando  che  dall'  On.  William  .T.  Sulzer,  membro  della  Camerio  del  Rap- 
l)resentanti  nel  Congresso  degli  Stati  Uniti,  6  stato  presentato  alia  stessa  un 
progetto  di  legge  perch&  il  dodicesimo  giorno  di  ottobre  dl  ogni  anno,  essendo 
r  anniversario  della  scoperta  dell'  America  fatta  da  Cristoforo  Colombo  venga 
proclamato  festa  pubblica  sotto  11  nome  di  Columbus  Day  alio  stesso  modo  che 
ora  il  primo  lunedl  dl  settembre  di  ogni  anno  &  considerate  per  legge  festa  pub- 
1)1  ica  e  legale;  e 

Considerando  opportune  e  conveniente  che  il  dodici  ottobre  di  ogni  anno  sia 
])roclnmato  festa  pubblica  sotto  il  nome  di  Columbus  Day  in  riconoscimento  del 
grandi  servizi  resi  al  mondo  dall'  intrepido  marinaio  genovese  che  scopri 
r  America,  e  che  il  popolo  di  questo  paese  commemori  in  modo  degno  quel  grande 
evento  storico ; 

Deliberiamo  che  1'  Italian-American  Democratic  Union  del  Greater  New  York, 
riunita  in  sessione  regolare,  appoggia  la  proposta  legge  e  ne  sollecita  1'  approva- 
y.ione.     Ed  inoltre 

Deliberiamo  che  la  presente  deliberazione  venga  integralmente  messa  a  ver- 
bale  e  che  copia  di  essa  venga  spedita  all'  autore  del  detto  progetto  di  legge,  al 
Comitate  del  Congresso  al  quale  esso  S  stato  deferito,  ed  alia  pubblica  stampa. 

(Pirmati)  Antonio  Ztjcca,  Presidente. 

John  J.  Fbeschi,  Segretario. 


[L' Araldo  Italiano,  March  30,  1906.] 
PEL  COLUMBUS  DAY. 

Raccomandiamo  di  nuovo  alle  nostre  Societft,  di  New  York  e  di  fuori,  di  riu- 
nirsi  d'urgenza  e  deliberare  un  voto  di  adesione  al  disegno  di  legge  che  I'On. 
William  Sulzer  ha  presentato  al  Congresso  per  ottenere  che  il  giorno  12  otobre, 
sotto  il  nome  di  "  Columbus  Day,"  venga  proclamato  giorno  di  festa  nazionale. 

Le  deliberazioni  delle  societft  possono  essere  trasmesse  direttamente  all'  On. 
Sulzer  a  Washington  presso  il  Congresso  o  all'  On.  Cav.  Uff.  A.  Zucca,  35  Broad- 
way e  235  West  street.  New  York  City. 

I  privati  possono  inviare  le  loi-o  adesioni  agli  stessi  indirizzi. 


PEL  COLUMBUS  DAY. 
[L'Araldo  Italiano,  March  30,  1906.] 

Raccomandiamo  di  nu(>vo  alle  nostre  Societft,  di  New  York  e  di  fuori,  di  riu- 
Dirsi  d'urgenza  e  deliberare  un  voto  di  adesione  al  disegno  di  legge  che  I'On. 
William  Sulzer  ha  presentato  al  Congresso  per  ottenere  che  il  giorno  12  ottobre, 
sotto  il  nome  di  "  Columbus  Day,"  venga  proclamato  giorno  di  festa  nazionale. 

Le  deliberazioni  delle  societft  possono  essere  trasmesse  direttamente  all'  On. 
Sulzer  a  Washington  presso  il  Congresso  o  all'On.  Cav.  Uff.  A.  Zucca,  35  Broad- 
way e  23  West  street,  New  York  City. 

I  privati  possono  inviare  le  loro  adesioni  agli  stessi  indirizzi. 
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[L'Oplnlon,  Phlladelpbla,  Pa.,  March  30,  1906.] 
COLUMBUS    DAY. 

II  cav.  uff.  A.  Zucca,  presidente  della  Camera  di  Commercio  Italiana,  ii\'. 
rimette  copia  del  "  bill  "  presentato  dall'  On.  William  Sulzer  alia  Camera  del 
Rappresentanti  a  Washington,  per  11  Columbus  Da.v. 

II  "  bill  "  che  fu  mandato  al  comitate  di  esame,  stablllisce  che  uu  atto  del 
Senato  e  della  Camera  dei  Rappresentanti  degli  Stati  Uniti  proclami  il  12 
ottobre,  giorno  della  scoperta  d'Amerlca,  festa  legale  sotto  11  nome  di  Columbus 
Day. 

II  cav.  Zucca  prega  le  associazoni  italiane  a  prendere  delle  pronte  delibera- 
zioni  di  plauso  e  di  approvazione,  alio  scopo  di  prestare  queste  deliberazloni 
in  modo  solenne  all'  On.  Sulzer,  onde  dare  alia  sua  proposta  11  consenso  unanime 
delle  nostre  associazioni. 

Non  hawi  dubbio  cbe  tutti,  associazioni  e  privati,  manifesteranno  la  loro 
gioia  e  soddisfazione  per  la  proposta  dell'  On.  Sulzer. 

Cid  detto,  eceomi  a  dire  qualche  cosa  che  potri  servire  all'  Onorevole  Sulzer  ad 
ottenere  pifl  facilmente  la  vittoria. 

Nei  primi  del  1903,  ad  iniziativa  degli  amici  della  Federazione  Colombiana  e 
del  glornale  "  Unione "  di  Pueblo,  Colo.,  i  primi  che  iniziarono  la  campagna 
"Pro  Columbus  Day,"  I'On.  E.  W.  Martin  del  South  Dakota,  presentava  alia 
Camera  dei  Rappresentanti  una  legge  uguale  a  quella  presentata  ora  dall'  On. 
Sulzer. 

La  legge  non  venne  in  discussione,  ma  la  Federazione  Colombiana  ricevS 
formale  promessa  dall'  On.  George  Sutherland,  congressman  dell'  Utah,  dall'  On. 
Cyril  R.  Landis,  congressman  dell'  Illinois,  dall'  On.  J.  C.  Bell,  congressman  del 
Colorado  e  dagli  Onorevoli  A.  S.  Leng  e  Chas.  F.  Scott,  congressmen  per  il 
Kansas,  che  la  legge  avrebbe  aVuto  tutto  il  loro  appoggio. 

Veda  un  jwco  1'  Onorevole  Sulzer  se  questi  signori  sono  ancora  dello  etesso 
parere. 

RieorderO  anche  che  nel  marzo  del  1903,  11  Senato  del  Colorado,  su  proposta 
del  Senatore  W.  C.  Slawson,  votava  in  mezzo  al  pifl  grande  entusiasmo  e  alle 
grida  di :  Viva  Colombo !  una  mozione  facente  voti  perchS  il  Congresso  di 
Washington  votasse  la  legge  per  il  "  Columbus  Day." 

Ricordo  queste  cose  perchf  $  bene  che  tutti  sappiano  come  la  tenacia  e  la 
costanza  dei  fautori  del  "  Columbus  Day  "  ha  ottenuto  gia  diverse  belle  vittorie 
morali,  preparanti,  ne  sono  sicuro,  quella  finale  e  positiva  che  tutti  attendono. 

Apostolo  fervente  del  "  Columbus  Day  "  nel  memento  in  cui  per  la  seconda 
volta  alia  Camera  dei  Rappresentanti  si  ricorda  che  Colombo  non  &  ancora 
onorato  come  si  deve,  io  penso  alia  gioia  dei  componenti  la  Federazione  Colom- 
biana delle  Societa  Unite  degli  Stati  Uniti,  alia  sodisfazione  e  all'  orgoglio  dl 
Ettore  Chiariglione,  nel  vedere  non  dispersa  1'  opera  loro  patriottica  e  santa. 


[II  Telegrafo,  March  30,  1906.] 
PEL   COLUMBUS   DAY. 

Circa  tre  anni  fa  quando  1'  On.  Fitzgerald,  facendosi  eco  di  un'  agitazione 
promossa  fra  gl'  Italian],  presento  alia  legislatura  dello  Stato  di  New  York  un 
progetto  di  legge  tendente  ad  ottenere  che,  sotto  il  nome  di  Columbus  Day, 
1'  anniversario  della  scoperta  dell'  America  venisse  riconosciuto  como  festa 
ufficiale  dello  Stato,  la  Camera  di  Commercio  Americana  di  New  York  fece  serie 
rlmostranze. 

Essa  allegava  che  le  teste  ufBciall  sono  fin  troppo  numerose  e  che  non  c'  era 
bisogno  di  sanzionare  con  una  legge  un'  altra  perdita  di  tempo  pel  mondo  degU 
aflCari. 

Dal  punto  di  vista  di  un  consesso  cosi  pratico  1'  allegazione  era  giusta ;  ma  6 
strano  che  essa  non  venisse  fatta  per  tutti  gli  altri  days  pitl  o  meno  importantl 
di  cui  e  punteggiato  1'  anno  ufBciale  e  che  si  aspettasse  a  far  rimostranze 
proprio  quando  si  trattava  di  ouorare  il  primissimo  padre  di  questa  gran  madre 
di  genti  civili  che  &  1'  America. 

Comunque  sia.  cedendo  alia  raccomandazione  della  Camera  di  Commercio  del- 
la nostra  Metropoli,  o  ad  altre  particolari  considerazioni,  il  Governatore  d'allora, 
Odell,  oppose  il  suo  veto  alle  legge,  gill  approvata  dalla  Legislatura. 


COLUMBUS   DAY.  25 

Intanto  nel  Colorado,  promotore  il  coUega  Ettore  Chiariglione  dell'  "  Unione  " 
di  Pueblo,  I'agltazione  intesa  al  medesimo  scopo  otteneva  un  pleno  successo  e 
la  legislatura  di  quello  State  rlconosceva  come  festa  nazlonale  il  12  ottobre. 

Non  dubitiamo  che  lo  stesso  avvenga  ben  presto  nel  Massachusetts  dove  il 
movimento  pel  "  Columbus  Day  "  §  strenuamente  appoggiato  nella  legislatura 
dall  On.  Scigliano,  e  nel  nostro  stesso  Stato  dove  gil  On.  Fitzgerald  e  Salomon 
si  preparano  a  i-ipresentare  il  progetto  respinto  tre  auni  fa. 

Siamo  ora  lietissimi  di  tipi)rendere  che  il  Congressman  On.  William  Sulzei', 
che  degnamente  rappresenta  una  gran  parte  della  eittadinanza  di  New  Yorlc  in 
seno  air  Assemblea  Nazlonale,  ha  presentato  a  quell'  altissimo  consesso,  il  giorno 
26  corrente,  uu  disegno  di  legge  per  ottenere  che  la  data  del  12  ottobre  venga 
proclamata  festa  nazlonale  sotto  11  nome  di  "  Columbus  Day." 

L'On.  Sulzer  ha  in  ci6  il  consenso  e  I'approvazione  di  tutti  quegli  Americani 
pel  quali  la  gratltudine  e  eminente  virtd  civica,  e  di  noi  Italiani  che  desiderlamo 
vedere  col  Columbus  Day  onorato  il  nome  del  Grande  Genovese  e  ricordato 
iinnulamente  I'evento  che  schiuse  la  via  del  piQ  glorioso  avvenire  alia  terra  che 
ci  osplta. 

Ad  assicurare  I'approvazione  del  disegno  di  legge  dell'  On.  Sulzer  occorre,  perd, 
che  tutti  gli  Italiani  facciano  pervenire  la  loro  adesione  al  degno  legislatore  e 
nel  piCl  breve  tempo  possibile. 

II  Cav.  UfE.  A.  Zucca,  Presidente  della  nostra  Camera  di  Commercio,  6  inea- 
ricato  di  raccogliere  queste  adesioni  trasmetterle  all'  On.  Sulzer. 

Per  dar  forma  pratica  ed  efficace  a  questa  civile  manifestazione  le  nostre 
Societa.  sono  pregate  di  riunirsi  in  sessioni  speciali,  di  deliberare  un  voto  dl 
adesione  all'  opera  dell'  On.  Sulzer  e  di  comunicarlo  al  Cav.  Uff.  A.  Zucca  all,  in 
dirizzo  della  Camera  di  Commercio.  35  Broadway,  od  a  quello  del  suo  ufficio,  235 
West  street. 

Ma,  ripetiamo,  bisogna  agire  con  la  massima  possibile  sollecitudine. 

L'  approvazione  del  disegno  di  legge  dell'  On.  Sulzer  ridonderd,  ad  onore  della 
nazione  intera  e  del  nostro  rappresentante,  e  sopratutto  ridondera  ad  onore  del 
nostro  patriottismo  che  avra  contribuito  efficacemente  ad  una  meritoria  opera 
di  giustizia  verso  1'  immortale  navigatore  al  cui  genio  e  dovuta  la  scoperta  della 
nostra  seconda  patrla. 


PEL   COLUMBUS    DAV. 
[L'Araldo  Itallano.  March  .31,  1906.1 

Un  giornale  metropolitano  noto  per  la  sobrieta  e  giustezza  dei  suoi  commenti 
agli  avvenimenti  del  giorno,  riferendosi  al  disegno  di  legge  presentato  dall'  On. 
Salomon  alia  legislatura  dello  Stato  di  New  York  pel  Columbus  day  fa  alcune 
obiezioni  che  possono  essere  sommarizzate  come  segue : 

1."  Gli  Americani  non  desiderano  passare  per  adoratori  di  eroi  e  non  amano  le 
feste  direttamente  associate  a  personaggi  piil  o  meno  illustri.  2."  Colombo  S 
morto  da  molto  tempo  e  il  sentiment©  di  personale  obbligazione  verso  di  lui  non 
f  molto  vivo.  3.°  Le  feste  sono  pel  paesi  festaiuoli  (trasparente  allusione  all' 
Italia)  e  non  pel  paesl  dove  si  lavora. 

II  rispondere  a  queste  obiezioni  non  &  un  arduo  compito. 

Per  la  prima  basta  dire  che  la  ripugnanza  per  le  feste  personali  ?  giunta,  in 
America,  perfino  a  creare  un  Dewey  Day,  il  che  d  tutto  dire.  La  seconda,  nel 
suo  elegante  cinismo,  non  farebbe  onore  alia  gratitudine  degli  Americani  n6 
al  loro  buonsenso  perchfi  dimostrerebbe  che  non  hanno  il  senso  della  proporzione 
istituendo  indiretti  paragoni  fra  noniini  ed  avvenimenti.  In  quanto  alia  terza, 
essa  e  basata  su  di  un'  erroncji  inipres.s)cne  che  non  regge  ad  un  confronto  di 
lunarii.  Infatti  le  feste  utficiali  italiane  sono  quattro  solamente,  mentre  in 
America  le  feste  statali  somniano  ad  una  trentina. 

Inoltre  vogliamo  sperare  che  1'  autorevole  giornale  metropolitano  non  sup- 
I)onga  essere  il  Colorado,  per  esempio,  uno  Stato  in  cui  si  lavora  meno  che  in 
qualche  altro  sol  perchfe  quella  legislatura  ha  legalizzato  la  festa  colombiana. 

Dimostrata,  cosi,  1'  ingenuita  delle  obiezioni  pift  comuni  che  si  accampano  in 
questi  giorni  contro  il  riconoscimento  del  12  ottobre  come  festa  uffioiale,  ripeti- 
amo ai   nostri   lettori — e  speeialmente   alle  nostre   Societa  di   New  York   e  di 

fyori ehe    e    loro    dovere   coneorrere    col    loro    appoggio    morale    ad   ottenere 

1'  approvazione.  del  disegno,  dl  legge  pel  Columbus  Day  presentato  al  Congresso 
dair  On.  Sulzer. 


26  COLUMBUS  DAT. 

Come  quest'  appogglo  debba  concretarsi,  1'  abbiamo  gifi.  detto : 

SI  rlunlscano  d'  urgenza  le  society  ed  approvino  un  voto  di  adesione  all'  Inlzl- 
atlva  deir  On.  Sulzer. 

Le  deliberazlonl  vengano  quindi  trasmesse  dlrettamente  all'  On.  Sulzer  a 
Washington  presso  11  Congresso  o  all'  On.  Cav.  U£E.  A.  Zucca,  35  Broadway  & 
235  West  street,  New  York  City. 

I  privati  possono  invlare  le  loro  adesloni  agU  stessl  Indlrizzi. 


[L'Araldo  Itallano,  New  York,  March  30,  1906.] 
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Circa  tre  anni  fa  quando  I'On.  Fitzgerald,  facendosl  eco  di  un'  agltazione  pro- 
inossa  fra  gl'  Italianl,  presentd  alia  leglslatura  dello  Stato  di  New  York  un 
progetto  dl  legge  tendente  ad  ottenere  che,  sotto  11  nome  di  Columbus  Day, 
I'anniversario  della  scoperta  dell'  America,  venisse  rlconoscluto  come  festa  uffi- 
ciale  dello  Stato,  la  Camera  dl  Commercio  Americana  di  New  York  fece  serle 
rimostranze. 

Essa  allegava  cbe  le  feste  ufflciali  sono  fin  troppo  numerose  e  che  non  c'era 
bisogno  di  feanzionare  con  una  legge  un'  altra  perdita  di  tempo  pel  mondo  degli 
affari. 

Dal  punto  di  vista  di  un  consesso  cosl  pratico  I'allegazione  era  giusta ;  ma 
e  strano  che  essa  non  venisse  fatta  per  tutti  gli  altri  days  pi\l  o  meno  Impor- 
tanti  di  cui  6  puntegglato  I'anno  uflSciale  e  che  si  aspettasse  a  far  rimostranze 
proprio  quando  si  trattava  dl  onorare  il  primisslmo  padre  dl  questa  gran  madre 
dl  genti  civili  che  6  I'America. 

Comunque  sla,  cedendo  alia  raccomandazlone  della  Camera  dl  Commercio 
della  nostra  Metroiwli,  o  ad  altre  particolari  considerazioni,  11  Governatore 
d'allora,  Odell,  oppose  il  suo  veto  alia  legge,  gia  approvata  dalla  legislatura. 

Intanto  nel  Colorado,  promotore  11  collega  Ettore  Chiarigllone  dell'  "  Unione  " 
di  Pueblo,  I'agitazione  intesa  al  medeslmo  scopo  otteneva  un  pieno  succeso  e  la 
legislatura  di  quello  Stato  riconosceva  come  festa  nazlonale  il  12  ottobre. 

Non  dubitiamo  che  lo  stesso  avvenga  ben  presto  nel  Massachusetts  dove  11 
movlmento  pel  "  Columbus  Day  "  S  strenuamente  appoggiato  nella  legislatura 
dair  On.  Scigliano,  e  nel  nostro  stesso  Stato  dove  gli  On.  Fitzgerald  e  Salomon 
si  preparano  a  ripresentare  11  progetto  respinto  tre  anni  fa. 

Siamo  ora  lietissimi  di  apprendere  che  11  Congressman  On.  William  Sulzer, 
che  degnamente  rappresenta  una  gran  parte  della  cittadinanza  di  New  York  in 
seno  air  Assemblea  Nazlonale,  ha  presentato  a  quell'  altlssimo  Consesso,  al 
giorno  26  corrente,  un  disegno  di  legge  per  ottenere  che  la  data  del  12  ottobre 
venga  proclamata  festa  nazlonale  sotto  il  nome  dl  Columbus  Day. 

L'On.  Sulzer  ha  in  ci6  il  consenso  e  I'approvazione  di  tuttl  quegli  American! 
pel  quail  la  gratitudine  6  eminente  virttl  civica,  e  di  noi  Italian!  che  desideriamo 
vedere  col  Columbus  Day  onorato  il  nome  del  Grande  Genovese  e  ricordato  an- 
nualmente  I'evento  che  schluse  la  via  del  pill  glorioso  avvenlre  alia  terra  che  ci 
ospita. 

Ad  assicurare  1'  approvazione  del  disegno  d!  legge  dell'  On.  Sulzer  occorre, 
per6,  che  tutti  pll  Italian!  facciano  pervenire  la  loro  adesione  al  degno  legisla- 
tore  e  nel  pift  breve  tempo  possible. 

II  Cav.  Uff.  A.  Zucca,  Presldente  della  nostra  Camera  di  Commercio,  S  Inca- 
rlcato  di  raccogliere  queste  adesloni  per  trasmetterle  all'  On.  Sulzer. 

Per  dar  forma  pratica  ed  efflcace  a  questa  civile  manifestazlone  le  nostre 
Societa  sono  pregate  di  riunirsi  in  session!  special!,  dl  deliberare  un  voto  di 
adesione  all'  opera  dell'  On.  Sulzer  e  di  comunlcarlo  al  Cav.  Uff.  A.  Zucca  all' 
indirizzo  della  Camera  di  Commercio,  35  Broadway,  od  a  quello  del  suo  uflScio, 
235  West  street. 

Ma,  ripetiamo,  blsogna  agire  con  la  masslma  possible  sollecitudine. 

L'  approvazione  del  disegno  di  legge  dell'  On.  Sulzer  ridondera  ad  onore  della 
nazlone  intera  e  del  nostro  rappresentante,  e  sopratutto  ridondera  ad  onore  del 
nostro  patrlottismo  che  avra  contribuito  efficacemente  ad  una  meritoria  opera 
di  giuatizia  verso  1'  immortale  navlgatore  al  cu!  genio  6  dovuta  la  scoperta  della 
nostra  seconda  patrla. 
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[L'  Araldo  Itallano,  New  York,  April  4,  1906.] 
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Mentre  ogni  giorno  si  erigono  monumenti  ad  uoinlnl  la  cul  fama  non  oltre- 
passa  i  limiti  di  una  Provincia  o  di  uno  State,' pochi  individui  che  fanno  consi- 
stere  la  propla  superiority,  di  spirito  nel  menomare  la  vera  e  reale  grandezza 
di  uomini  11  cui  nome  sopravvive  ai  secoli,  vorrebbero  far  credere  che  in  una 
Uepubblica  dove  si  tollera  un  monumento  a  Federico  il  Grande,  non  sia  con- 
venlente  il  riconoscere  come  festa  ufficiale  la  data  della  scoperta  di  questo  paese. 

Qualcuno  di  questi  spiriti  superior!  ha  insinuate  che  11  Columbus  Day  sarebbe 
una  concessione  fatta  agl'  Italiani  e  che  come  tale  deve  essere  sconsigliato  perchfi 
uessun  faverltismo  di  nazionalita  e  di  raa  deve  entrare  negll  atti  della  vita 
pubblica  americana. 

Ora  questo  specioso  preteste  potrebbe  trovare  una  giustiflcaione  gualora  al 
Congresso  Naionale  ed  alia  legislatura  di  uno  State  venisse  chiesto  il  rico- 
nosclmento  ufficiale  della  data  di  nascita  o  di  morte  di  Cristoforo  CJolembo. 

Ma  il  disegne  di  legge  presentato  in  questi  giorni  al  Congresso  dall'  On. 
William  Sulzer  niira  ad  ettenere  che  venga  riconosciuta  come  festa  civile  la 
data  della  scoperta  di  questo  grande  paese,  e  questo  riconoscimento,  risolvendosi 
in  una  glorificaione  dell'  avvenimento  che  aprl  alia  giovine  America  la  via  della 
civilta.  e  della  grandezza,  nulla  ha  in  s6  che  possa  ofCendere  il  sentimento  na- 
zionale  degli  Americani. 

Se  la  logica  e  la  gratitudine  prevalessero  non  dovremmo  essere  noi  soli  a 
propugnare  la  doverosa  manifestazione,  ma  da  un  capo  all',  altre  degli  Stati 
Unlti  tutta  la  naiene  dovrebbe  levar  la  voce  a  reclamarla  dai  corpi  legislativi. 

Certo  il  Columbus  Day  nulla  aggiungeri  alia  gloria  di  Colombo,  ma  ag- 
giungera  onoi-e  al  popolo  americano  che  dimostreri  di  saper  ricordare  degna- 
mente  il  primo  gran  padre  della  sua  patria. 

Ad  ogni  mode,  qualunque  sia  per  essere  I'attitudine  degli  Americani  rispetto 

al  progetto   di   legge   Sulzer,   noi   Italiani   manterranno   viva   I'agitaziene,   cer- 

chereme  con  tutti  i  nostri  sforzi  di  secondare  riniziatlva  dell'  On.  Sulzer  per 

'ottenere  I'approvazione  del  progetto,  e  faremo  cio  con  la  coscienza  di  compiero 

un  dovere. 

Rlnnoviamo  quindi  alle  Societa.  italiane  di  tutti  gli  Stati  la  raccomandazione 
di  indire  speciali  adunanze  per  deliberare  quanto  piil  presto  sara  possibile  un  vote 
di  adesione  e  d'approvazione  e  di  comnuicarlo  all'  Indirizzo :  Hon.  William 
Sulzer,  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Le  Societa  di  New  York  potranno  far  pervenire  le  loro  adesioni  alio  stesso 
On.  Sulzer  oppure  al  Cav.  tfff.  Zucca  al  35  Broadway  ed  al  235  West  street, 
New  York. 


[BoUettlno  Della  Sera,  March  30,  1906,  New  York.] 
Per  la  Scuola  Verdi. 

Pubblichiamo    volentieri    la    lettera    che    ci    scrivono    i    signer!    Cincotta    e 

Marchetti : 

RoxBUBY,  Mass.,  26  Marzo.  1906. 
Egregi  Signori  del  BoUettino  della  Sera: 

Plaudendo  alia  nobile  iniziativa  da  vol  presa  per  1'  erezione  di  una  Scuola 
Industrlale  a  beneflcio  di  noi  italiani  vi  nmettlamo  la  modesta  lista  di  sotte- 
serizioni  da  noi  raccolta ! 

E'  sempre  con  animo  ben  lieto  che  noi  e  i  nostri  amici  cerchiamo,  nella  cerchia 
mofiesta  delle  nostre  forze,  di  cooperarci  pel  bene  comune  e  pel  buon  nome- 
d'  Italia  e  perci6  abbiamo  con  piacere  raccolto  il  vostro  appollo. 

Nella  speranza  che  1'  opera  patriottica  da  voi  intrapresa  abbia  presto  la  sua 
pratica  attuazione  e  con  la  certezza  che  nessuno  del  nostri  connazionali  voblla 
esimersi  dal  contribuire  a  questa  che  sara  un  vero  vantaggio  per  la  nostr.n. 
numerosa  colenia,  vi  preghiamo  accettare  i  nostri  distinti  saluti. 

Cincotta  e  Mabchetti. 
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Centialml. 

Clncotta  e  Marchetti 50 

Garilo  Francesco 25 

Giuseppe  Conti 25 

Vasquez  Giovanni i 25 

Giunta  Pasquale 25 

Boccaino  Cuono 25 

Aquila  Giovanni 25 

Russo  Giuseppe 25 

Santospirito  Lorenzto 25 

Uusso  Felice 25 

Conti   Domenico 10 

Corrado  Domenico 10 

Caravaglio  Gaetano 10 

Totale $3.05 

Sorama  precedente  4,397.23 

Totale  a  tutt'  oggi 4,  400.  2S 

Piu,  interessi  fino  al  15  febbraio,  1906,  $387.07. 
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II  Cav.  Uff.  Sig.  A.  Zucca  ci  dirige  la  seguente  lettera : 
Bolletino  della  Sera,  City: 

New  York,  28  marzo  1906. 
Egregio  Sig.  F.  Fbugone. 

Le  acchiudo  copia  del  bill  proposto  dall'  Onor.  William  Sulzer  nella  Camera 
dei  Deputati  in  Washington. 

Con  esso  si  propone  che  il  12  ottobre,  Auniversario  della  scoperta  d'  America, 
«ia  riconosciuto  giorno  festivo  negli  Stati  Uniti. 

II  bill  6  stato  passato  alia  commissione  parliamentare  per  I'apposito  esame, 
ed  al  tempo  stesso  ne  fu  disposta  la  pubblicazione. 

Sarebbe  era  opportuno  chtf  il  bill  fosse  appoggiato  favorcvolmente  dall' 
Opinlone  pubbica,  e  non  credo  necessario  fare  rilevare  a  Lei  1'  Importanza 
dell'  appoggio  della  stampa  in  generale  e  del  suo  pregievole  giornale  in  parti- 
colare,  onde  riunire  una  quantitft  di  deliberati  e  risoluzioni,  dalle  varie  Asso- 
ciazioni  Italiane,  che  possono  essere  a  me  inviati  onde  possa  a  tempo  opportuno 
presentarli  io  personalmente  o  con  delegazione  al  comitato. 

Ella  comprende  bene  I'  importanza  della  vittoria  per  noi  Italian!  di  vedere 
confermata   quale  giorno  festivo  per  tutti   gli   abitanti   degli    Stati   Uniti,    la 
ricorrenza  della  scoperta  dell'  America  fatta  da  un  Itallano,  Cristofero  Colombo. 
Distinti  saluti, 

Antonio  Zucca. 
*  ****** 

Si,  comprendiamo  bene,  benissimo  1'  importanza  per  noi  italiani,  specialmenta, 
della  legge  presentata  al  Congresso  federale:  la  comprendiamo  tanto,  e  tanto 
vi  si  volse  a  torno  da  lungo  tempo  il  nostro  pensiero,  che  arrivammo  a  formulare 
dei  giudizi  poco  benevoli  verso  tutti  i  legislator!  che  si  succedettero  al  Campi- 
doglio  di  Washington.  1  quail  non  seutirono  il  doveve  di  decretare  che  fosse  giorno 
di  festa  civile  il  12  di  ottobre,  ad  ouorauda  commemorazione  del  glorioso  ligure, 
inventore  di  un  mondo,  per  lunghissimo  ordine  di  secoli,  rimasto  ignorato  da 
tutto  11  rimanente  del  globo  terraqueo. 

E'  quindi,  cosa  superflua  ed  oziosa  che  noi  ci  dichiariamo  propensi  e  ardente- 
mente  volenterosi  di  aderire  alia  richiesta  espressa  nella  lettera  del  Cav  Uff 
Zucca ;  ed  a  conseguire  il  troppo  lungamente  atteso  trionfo  di  una  giusta'  causa 
non  lesineremo  mai  il  nostro  appoggio,  non  verranno  mai  meno  le  nostre  calde 
esortazoini  a  chiunque  puO  contribuire  a  raggiungere  il  nobile  flue. 

Senonchfe  ci  sembra  che  siasi  errato  nella  scelta  della  strada  che  deve  condurci 
alia  meta  desiderata ;  e  Io  sbaglio,  secondo  il  nostro  ragionamento,  risiede  nell' 
aver  fatto  presentare  al  Parlamento  di  AVashlngton  il  disegno  di  legge  da  un 
deputato  democratico,  Invece  che  da  uno  di  parte  repubblicana,  che  6  quella  c1)p 
dispone  delJa  maggioranza  dei  voti. 

Si  obiettera  che,  trattandosi  di  una  legge  dove  non  entra  affatto  il  sentimento 
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politico,  lie  Inipegim  in  nulla  il  bilancio.  nou  c'o  da  temere  la  region  di  partlto,  e 
cbe,  per  conseguenza.  da  questo  lato.  non  vi  debbono  esser  ostacoli  da  sormon- 
tare,  fortezze  da  espugnare. 

A  questa  obiezione  rispondianio  clie  in  ogni  assemblea  deliberntiva,  divisa  in 
due  o  pill  parti,  la  cosl  detta  disciplinii  di  partito  eostringe  i  deliberanti  ad 
obbedire  ad  una  data  parola  A'  ordine.  a  votare  cecaniente  contro  una  proposta 
del  partito  avverso.  E  quando  anche — come  nel  caso  nostro — questa  parola 
d'  ordine  non  si  facesse  udire,  e  si  lasela.sse  plena  liberta  di  voto,  subentrerebbo 
in  nlcuni  la  indifferenza  e  la  tiepidezza  tanto  da  non  impegnarli  a  sostenere  o  a 
L'ontrariare  una  data  proposta,  la  quale,  pereio  a  punto,  potrebbe  o  entrare  in 
IKirto,  o  andar  sepolta  in  un  naufragio. 

Poicbe  la  niaggioranza  al  Parlamento  federale  6  repubblieana,  bisognava  che 
il  disegno  di  legge  per  il  "  Columbus  day  "  fosse  presentato  da  un  niembro  di 
questo  partito,  ed  allora  gran  parte  delle  difficolta,  sarebbero  state  riniosse  fino 
(lal  bel  principio,  specialiuente  se  si  fosse  pensato  ad  incaricare  di  cid  qualche 
ominente  personaggio  di  una  delle  due  Camere  federal!. 

Nd  a  questo  soltanto  si  doveva  iiensare;  ma  sarebbe  stato  utile — e  forse,  in 
parte,  si  e  senipre  a  temrio  ]ier  farlo — impegnare  preventivamente  qualche 
leader  iiarlanientare,  ed  anclie  far  motto  della  cosa  ancbe  alia  Casa  Bianca. 

Sperianio  che  i  nostri  tiniori  siano  iufondati,  che  il  dubbio  di  un  fiasco  venga 
dissipato  dalla  potenza  democratica,  e  dalla  Concorde  agitazione  degl  italiani, 
come  la  nebbia  1  sorgere  di  un  sole  fulgente,  e  che  la  mossa  giusta  e  giustificata, 
il  tentativo  per  avere  la  festa  di  Colombo,  come  si  ha  quella  di  Lincoln,  non  si 
risolvano  in  altro  che  in  una  manovra  di  partito,  non  siano  altro  che  un  colpo 
da  maestro  del  iiilota  che  govern.-i  la  barca  elettorale  democratica  italiana. 


Italian  Benevolent  Society  of  the  Sons  of  Columbus  Leoion, 

yew  York,  11  aprile  1906. 
Sciogliendo  la  riserva  contenuta  nella  mia  precedente  lettera,  accludo  copia 
della  deliberazione  presa  da  questo  sodalizio  in  data  2  corrente  mese,  giusta  la 
formola  da  Lei  favoritami. 

Urn  esemplare  §  stato  spedito  a  200  societa  italiane  con  la  circolare  di  cul 
irare  Le  alligo  copia  con  preghiera  alia  S.  V.  di  leggerla,  perche  da  essa 
circolare  si  rilevano  1  voti  espressi  al  riguardo  dai  rappresentante  delle  societa 
unite  allorehe  si  ?  commemorato  ogni  anno  la  scoperta  di  .America  in  onore  di 
Colombo,  ad  iniziativa  di  questa  istituzione. 

Al  plauso  ed  ai  desideri  di  cui  sopra  6  parola,  La  prego  di  gradire  la  mia 
jiersonale  adesione  e  quella  della  famiglia  numerosa  che  rappresento,  con 
1'  augurio  del  trionfo  il  quale,  rappresentando  la  vittoria  della  giustizia,  costi- 
tuireblie  senza  dubbio  una  delle  tante  glorie  in  favore  degl'  italiani  fra  i  quali 
Lei  prinio.  perch?  italiani.=isimo  di  origine.  di  mente  e  di  cuore. 
Jli  creda  di  Lei  devotissimo. 

Francisco  Sisca,  Segretario. 
Illmo.  Car.  Uff.  Antonio  Zucca, 

.?.3o-23~  West  street.  City. 


Societa  di  Beneficenza  Legione  dei  Figli  di  Colombo. 

New  York,  2  aprile  1906. 

Egeegio  Signore:  Tenuti  present!  i  voti  espressi  dai  rappresentanti  delle 
societa  italiane  unite  in  tutte  le  eommemorazioui  della  scoperta  di  America,  e 
specie  quelli  risultanti  dai  relativi  verball  in  data  29  settembre  1902,  20  set- 
tembre  1903,  10  ottobre  1904  e  17  novembre  1905,  tendenti  ad  ottenere  che  il  12 
ottobre  di  ogni  anno  sia  legalmente  dichiarato  giorno  festivo  nazionale.  par- 
tecipandovi  il  plauso  deliberato  oggi  al  riguardo  da  questa  societa  in  onore  del 
Congressman  On.  William  Sulzer  pel  suo  progetto  di  legge  presentato  sotto  il 
nome  di  Columbus  Day,  preghiamo  la  benemerita  societa  della  quale  voi  fate 
jiiirte  interessante  di  aderire  al  piil  presto  a  si  nobile,  giusta  e  patriottica 
Iiroposta  il  cui  trionfo  rappresentera  senza  dubbio  la  gloria  del  nome  italiano 
in  America. 

Per  la  uniformita  delle  deliberazionl  da  parte  dei  diversi  sodalizi,  ci  facciamo 
un  pregio  alligare  una  formola  che  ci  e  stata  inviata  dall'  On.  Cav.  Antonio 
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Zucca,  accI6  possa  essere  spedlta  alio  stesso  Signer  Zueca  del  No.  235  West  st., 
New  York,  ovvero  dlrettamente  al  prefato  On.  Sulzer,  House  of  Representatives, 
in  Washington,  dope  essere  stata  regolarmente  firmat^  dal  presldente  e  dal 
segretario,  senza  dimenticare  dl  approvl  11  nome  del  sodalizio. 
Gradite  cordlall  ossequi, 

ViTO  CoNTESSA,  Presidevte. 
Francesco  Sisca,  Segretario. 


ITALIAN   BENEVOLENT    SOCIETT   OF  THE   SONS   OF   COLUMBUS   LEGION,   NEW   YORK. 

Whereas  there  has  been  Introduced  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatlves  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  the  Hon.  William  Sulzer,  Representative  from  the 
Tenth  Congressional  district  of  New  York,  a  bill  to  make  October  12  in  each 
year  a  public  holiday,  to  be  called  Columbus  Day,  and 

Whereas  it  is  fitting  that  the  momentous  day  on  which  Christopher  Columbus 
first  set  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  New  World  of  America  shall  be  marked  and  com- 
memorated by  a  public  holiday,  therefore,  be  It 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Italian  Benevolent  Society  of  the  Sons 
of  Columbus  Legion  in  meeting  assembled,  heartily  indorse  the  bill  introduced 
by  Representative  Sulzer,  and  express  to  him  our  appreciation  of  his  recognition 
of  the  honor  due  by  America  and  all  mankind  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and 
fearless  Italian  navigator,  Christopher  Columbus. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes 
of  our  association  and  that  copies  of  them  be  sent  to  the  Honorable  William 
Sulzer  and  to  the  press  of  this  city. 

Vrro  Cantassa. 
Francesco  Sisco. 


SocietA  Giovanni  di  Potenza, 

New  York,  11  aprile  1906. 
Detta  societd.  riunitasl,  in  assemblea  ordinarla,  la  sera  del  4  aprile  1906. 
Unanime  deliberava  dl  far  plena  adeslone  al  progetto  dl  legge  presentato  dal- 
r  onorevole  Sulzer  (Columbus  Day),    ft  fa  voto  che  detto  progetto  venga  ap- 
provato. 


Case  sociale,  76  James  street.  New  York. 


Rocco  Oppido, 
il  Presldente,  20  Stone  street. 
PoMPONio  Giovanni, 
il  Segr.  di  Oorr.,  25  Oak  street. 


SocietA  Galileo  Galilei, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  8  aprile  1906. 
Si  6  riunlta  per  deliberare  e  riconoscere  il  giorno  12  ottobre  la  nascita  di 
Colombo  festa  nazionale. 


D.  PiERi,  Segretario. 
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The  Kegulation  of  Railway  Mileage  Ticket  Books. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.    WILLIAM   SULZER, 

OF    NEW    Y  O  R  Iv  . 

In  the  HotrsE  of  Representatives. 


The  House  telng  In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  having  under  consideration  the  blil  (H.  K.  19264)  mailing 
approiiriations  for  the  diplomatic  and  consular  service — 

Mr.  SULZERsaid: 

Mr.  Chaieman  :  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  is  recog- 
nized. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  make  this  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
at  this  time  to  the  merits  and  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  enact- 
ment into  law  of  my  bill  (H.  R.  18712)  "to  regulate  tlie  price 
of  mileage  tickets  on  railway  transportation  companies  doing 
an  interstate-commerce  business,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in- 
troduced by  me  on  April  27,  190G.  The  bill  is  a  very  short  one, 
and  I  send  it  to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  ask  to  have  it  read  in  my 
time. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

A  hill  to  regulate  the  price  of  mileage  tickets  on  railway  transporta- 
tion companies  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  all  railway  companies  doing  an  interstate- 
commerce  business  shall  sell  mileage  books,  good  for  1,0(50,  2,000,  3,000, 
4,000,  and  5,000  miles,  on  their  respective  lines  or  constituent  lines  or 
connecting  lines,  traversing  two  or  more  States  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  2  cents  per  mile  for  said  mile- 
age books,  between  points  of  destination  over  any  railway  line  or 
branclies  or  connecting  lines  of  the  same  doing  an  interstate-commerce 
business,  which  said  mileage  books  shall  be  good  to  pay  for  transpor- 
tation between  all  places  of  destination  on  said  railway  lines,  and  that 
said  mileage  books  shall  be  in  the  denominations  hereinbefore  desig- 
nated, and  shall  be  for  sale  by  all  of  said  railway  companies  at  their 
respective  offices  or  branch  offices  to  any  person  or  persons  desiring 
to  purchase  the  same  ;  and  said  mileage  books  shall  be  good  until  used, 
and  transferable  by  the  purchaser  or  owner  of  the  same ;  and  that 
said  mileage  hooks  shall  be  made  out  for  the  number  of  miles  herein 
speciQed,  namely,  1,000,  2,000,  a.OOO,  4,000,  and  5,000  miles  ;  and  the 
said  mileage  books  shall  be  so  printed  that  they  shall  contain  mileage 
tickets  or  coupons  for  1  mile,  5  miles.  10  miles,  25  miles,  50  miles,  and 
100  miles,  in  order  that  the  conductor  taking  up  said  tickets  or  coupons 
can  take  up  the  exact  fare  per  mile,  not  exceeding  2  cents  a  mile,  for 
the  distance  traveled  by  the  passenger  or  passengers  between  desti- 
nations. 
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Sec.  2.  That  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  railway  transportatlop 
company  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business  to  charge  or  collect  for 
said  mileage  books  more  than  2  cents  per  mile  or  to  give  any  rebate 
thereon  ;  that  Is  to  say,  to  charge  for  said  mileage  more  than  2  cents 
per  mile,  with  the  understanding,  express  or  implied,  that  the  excess 
over  said  2  cents  per  mile  shall  be  returned  to  the  purchaser  when 
the  purchaser  shall  return  to  the  railway  transportation  company  the 
said  mileage  book  with  the  mileage  tickets  therein  contained  used,  the 
purpose  of  this  act  being  that  said  railway  companies  doing  an  inter- 
state-commerce business  shall  sell  mileage  tickets  at  a  flat  and  specified 
rate  not  exceeding  2  cents  per  mile  between  all  points  of  destination 
on  their  respective  lines  or  branch  lines  or  connecting  lines,  without 
any  overcharge  to  be  subsequently  returned  to  the  purchaser  in  the 
nature  of  a  rebate. 

Sue.  3.  That  any  violation  of  this  act  by  any  railway  transportation 
company  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business  in  and  between  any  of 
the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States  shall  be  a  misdemeanor, 
and  the  officers  and  directors  of  said  railway  transportation  company 
guilty  of  the  same  shall  be  punishable  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year,  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  $10,000,  or  by  both  such  fine  and 
Imprisonment,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.  That  all  acts  or  parts 
of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  speaks  for  itself,  and 
was  introduced  by  me  to  prevent  the  practice  now  in  vogue 
by  some  of  the  railway  companies  of  the  country  of  charging 
the  purchaser  of  mileage-ticket  books  an  extra  $10  for  each 
book,  with  the  understanding  that  this  excess  sum  of  $10  is  to 
be  refunded  on  the  return  of  the  covers  of  the  book.  The  great 
trunic  lines  of  the  country,  as  a  general  thing,  now  sell  a 
thousand-mile  ticket  boolj,  which  is  not  interchangeable  and 
nontransferable,  for  $20,  being  2  cents  a  mile,  but  they  charge 
an  excess  of  $10,  making  $30  in  all,  and  withhold  the  $10  until 
the  covers  of  the  book  are  returned.  This  is  unjust  and  prac- 
tically amounts  to  the  taking  of  private  property  without  just 
compensation  or  due  process  of  law.  There  is  no  just  warrant 
for  this  inequitable  discrimination  and  it  must  be  abolished. 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  commercial  travelers  of  the 
country  have  been  fighting  for  years  for  a  transferable  mileage- 
ticket  book  that  shall  be  good  on  all  lines  of  railroads  doing  an 
interstate-commerce  business.  These  commercial  travelers  are 
among  our  most  deserving  and  industrious  citizens.  They  are 
entitled  to  their  rights  and  to  fair  treatment  from  the  rail- 
roads. They  are  honest,  earnest,  sincere,  and  Intelligent  busi- 
ness men  compelled  by  their  occupations  to  travel  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other  during  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
They  must  be  economical  to  make  both  ends  meet.  They  are 
delightful  companions  and  welcome  always  wherever  they  go. 
They  are  an  essential  part  of  our  business  and  commercial  life. 
I  know  them  and  I  like  them.  I  am  now,  always  have  been, 
and  always  will  be  their  friend.  They  are  entitled  to  our  pro- 
tection against  unjust  discriminations  by  the  transportation 
corporations  of  the  land,  and  we  should  legislate  immediately 
to  prevent  further  imposition  on  them  by  the  railways,  who  take 
their  money  by  these  excess  rates  and  give  them  nothing  for  it 
in  return.  I  am  with  them  in  their  demand  for  an  interchange- 
able mileage-ticket  book,  to  be  good  on  all  railroads,  and  good 
until  used,  and  to  be  transferable  from  one  person  to  another. 
This  is  only  just  and  honest  and  fair,  and  sooner  or  later  they 
will  win  their  fight  becatise  they  are  right. 

Now,  I  want  to  say  that  I  am  reliably  informed  that  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  alone  sells  on  an  average  18,000  of  these 
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1,000-mile  ticket  books  every  month,  and  charges  the  purchasers 
of  them  $20  for  each  book,  being  at  the  rate  of  2  cents  a  mile, 
and  an  excess  of  $10,  which  the  railroad  company  agrees  to 
refund  whenever  the  covers  are  returned ;  but  often  the  covers 
of  the  books  are  lost  and  can  not  be  returned,  and  the  $10  ia 
a  total  loss  to  the  purchaser  and  a  clear  gain  to  the  railroaci 
company.  Whenever  the  railway  companies  sell  a.  tliousand- 
mile  ticket  book  at  the  rate  of  2  cents  a  mile  it  is  simply  a 
fair  excursion  or  wholesale  rate  and  a  good  stroke  of  busine.ss 
on  the  part  of  the  railway  company,  because  they  get  $20  cash 
in  advance,  and  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  limit  the  use 
of  the  ticket  by  imjust  and  unreasonable  requirements  nor  to 
discriminate  by  an  excess  charge  of  $10.  To  do  so  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  extortion.  My  bill  will  effectually  remedy 
this  gross  imposition  on  the  traveling  public,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  the  bill  will  soon  be  reported  to  the  House  and  passed. 
This  legislation  is  just  as  important  to  the  passengers  on  inter- 
state commerce  transportation  corporations  as  the  railway  rate 
bill  is  to  tlie  shippers  of  the  country,  and  both  bills  must  soon 
become  laws  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 

The  number  of  these  mileage  books  sold  monthly  by  the  rail- 
roads of  the  country  is  estimated  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
50,000,  and  the  railroads,  by  this  excess  charge  of  $10  for  each 
one  of  these  books,  takes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  a  sum 
of  money  without  any  warrant  whatever  equal  to  about  $500,000 
a  month,  or  at  least  $6,000,000  a  year,  and  the  interest  on  this 
great  sum,  to  say  nothing  of  other  losses,  amounts  to  over 
$300,000  annually.  This  is  an  outrageous  imposition  on  the 
traveling  public,  and  jiractically  amounts  to  the  confiscation 
of  their  property ;  and  I  say  this  extortion  must  cease  in  the 
interest  of  justice  and  honesty  and  fair  play  to  the  commercial 
and  other  travelers  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion  the  bill  which  has  just  been 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  if  it  is  enacted  into  law,  will  imme- 
diately stop  and  effectually  end  any  railroad  company  making 
the  purchaser  of  a  mileage  ticket  book  pay  more  for  it  than  the 
actual  price,  and  the  bill  provides  that  in  no  case  shall  the 
actual  price  be  more  than  the  rate  of  2  cents  per  mile.  It  can 
be  as  much  less  as  the  railway  company  wants  to  charge.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  good  business  proposition  for 
these  railroads  to  sell  these  mileage  books  as  provided  by  the 
terms  of  this  bill.  The  railway  statistics  of  the  country  demon- 
strate most  conclusively  that  on  the  great  trunk  lines  2  cents 
a  mile  is  ample  compensation  for  railway  tickets,  and  no  rail- 
road in  the  country  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business 
should  be  permitted  to  charge  the  traveling  public  more  than  2 
cents  a  mile.  Many  of  the  railroads,  according  to  their  own 
statements  of  their  passenger  earnings,  can  afford  to  carry  the 
people  to-day  at  a  rate  much  less  than  2  cents  a  mile.  I  be- 
lieve the  railroads  exist  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  and  not 
the  people  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroads.  I  would  not  confis- 
cate the  property  of  either.  But,  sir,  whenever  the  railroads 
of  the  country — the  great  trunk  lines  doing  an  interstate-com- 
merce business — become  oppressive,  unjust,  and  tyrannical  in 
any  particular  direction  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress,  having  ju- 
risdiction in  the  matter,  to  correct  the  abuse  and  enact  neces- 
sary laws  to  remedy  the  evil. 
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It  win  be  observed  that  my  bill  provides  that  these  mileage 
ticket  books  are  to  be  interchangeable  and  transferable  and 
shall  be  good  until  used.  The  purchaser  of  one  of  these  mile- 
age ticket  books  will  not  sell  it  if  he  wants  to  use  it  himself, 
neither  will  he  transfer  it  to  another ;  and  if  he  does  not  need  It 
himself,  why  should  he  not  have  the  right  to  sell  it  or  transfer  it 
to  another  or  lend  it  to  a  member  of  his  family?  It  is  his 
property ;  he  has  paid  for  it,  and  paid  all  that  it  is  worth,  and 
he  should  be  allowed  to  use  it  as  he  sees  fit,  or  to  dispose  of  it 
in  case  he  has  no  further  use  for  it. 

The  railway  company  loses  nothing  through  the  use  of  a 
railway  mileage  ticket  book  by  some  person  other  than  the  pur- 
chaser. It  costs  no  more  to  transport  one  man  than  it  does  to 
carry  another ;  and  from  a  merely  common-sense  point  of  view 
it  would  seem  to  me  to  be  good  business  judgment  for  the  rail- 
way companies  to  promote  the  transfer  of  these  mileage  ticket 
books  rather  than  to  oppose  their  transfer,  for  the  reason  that 
the  more  the  availability  of  such  books  is  extended  the  more 
rapidly  the  transportation  which  they  accommodate  will  be  con- 
sumed.    [Applause.] 

Now,  sir,  that  is  all  I  desire  to  say  at  this  inopportune  time 
concerning  this  important  bill.  My  purpose  in  presenting  this 
matter  to  the  House  to-day  is  to  get  printed  in  the  Recoed  the 
full  text  of  the  bill  and  to  briefly  give  the  reasons  why,  in  my 
opinion,  it  should  speedily  be  enacted  into  law.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  do  this  because  I  am  informed  at  the  Clerk's  office 
that  copies  of  the  bill  can  no  longer  be  procured.  The  popular 
demand  for  copies  of  this  bill  from  people  all  over  the  country 
has  exceeded  anything  I  have  every  known  before,  and  I  have 
been  unable  to  comply  with  half  the  requests  I  have  received 
since  the  bill  was  introduced. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  morning  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce,  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  were  good 
enough  to  grant  me  a  courteous  hearing  on  this  measure.  I 
appeared  before  the  committee  and  urged  an  early  favorable 
report  for  substantially  the  same  reasons  I  have  voiced  here.  I 
believe  the  committee  will  report  the  bill  favorably  at  a  very 
near  day.  I  believe  the  committee  is  aware  of  the  popular  de- 
mand for,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  legislation  of  this  char- 
acter, and  I  indulge  the  hope — shared  in  by  so  many  worthy 
citizens — that  the  bill  will  soon  be  reported  favorably  and 
passed  before  this  session  of  Congress  adjourns.     [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  time  of  the  gentleman  has  expired. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
print  in  the  Record  in  connection  with  my  remarks  some  data 
in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  asks  unanimous  consent 
to  extend  his  remarks  in  the  Record  by  inserting  certain 
data.  Is  there  objection?  [After  a  pause.]  The  Chair  hears 
none. 

The  matter  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

New  Yoek,  May  1,  1006. 

lion.  Wsi.  SfLZEn,  M.  C, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
DEAit  Sin  :  Commercial  travelera'  organizations  throughout  the  coun- 
try fought  for  a  long  time  for  an  Interchangeable  mileage  book  geod  on 
^1  railroads. 

Commercial  travelers  have  to  travel  on  many  railroads,   and  to  get 
their   transportation   at   2   cents   a   mile   they   had   to  buy   a   1.000-mlle 
book  from  each  road  over  which  they  traveled,  costing  $20  each,  fllllng 
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tbeir  pockets  with  books  nnd  wrapping  up  n  good  deal  of  money.  They 
made  a  fight  through  their  various  organizations  for  an  Interchangeahle 
mileage  l>ook  to  be  good  on  all  railroads.  After  a  great  strug;;le  the 
Trunlf  Line  Mileage  Bureau  finally  concluded  to  sell  a  1,000-mile  boolc 
good  on  their  roads  for  $aO,  with  the  understanding  that  the  extra  ?10 
would  be  refunded  on  return  of  the  cover. 

George  W.  Boyd,  general  passenger  agent  Pennsylvania  Rallro.nd 
Company,  stated  in  a  letter,  dated  February  5,  190(i,  to  a  commeifial 
traveler  friend  of  mine,  S.  M.  Williams,  of  Pittsburg,  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  sells  on  an  average  of  18,000  of  $oO  mileage  boolts 
per  month,  which  shows  the  vast  number  who  travel  and  are  being  im- 
posed upon  by  this  system  of  mileasie  issued  under  the  .$10  contract  by 
the  Truuls  Line  Mileage  Bureau.  The  amount  of  commercial-tiavclor 
money  now  held  by  the  railroads  because  of  this  Is  conservatively  esti- 
mated to  be : 

Trunk    Lines   Association $450,  000 

Central    Passenger    Association 1,500,000 

Pennsylvania   Itailroad,    I'ittsburg 350,  000 

Total     2,  300,  OUO 

The  interest  on  which,  at  current  rates,  would  he  nearly  ?70,000. 
Wlien  the  railroad  companies  sell  a  1,000-mlie  book  at  $20  it  is 
simply  a  fair  excursion  or  wholesale  rate,  and  whenever  they  sell  a 
1,0110-mile  book  at  that  rate  it  Is  a  good  stroke  of  business.  They  get 
paid  $20  cash  in  advance.  Then,  why  should  they  throw  around  it 
requirements  that,  in  the  estimation  of  the  majority  of  the  people  who 
travel,  are  unreasonable  and  not  required  by  many  large  railroads 
operiiting  under  just  the  same  conditions  as  the  Pennsylvania  Railro.ad, 
Krie  Railroad,  Delaware  and  Lackawanna  UaiUoad,  etc.?  The  inter- 
changeable mileage  ticket  was  urgently  requested  by  committees  repre- 
sent lug  various  traveling  salesmen's  associations,  but  in  granting  this 
mileage  ticket  these  railroads  tacked  on  the  conditions  regarding  the 
.1:10  excess  and  forfeiture  of  books  in  case  of  theft  or  loss.  The  Trunk 
Line  Slilenge  Bureau  claim  they  were  compelled  to  throw  these  i^i^fc- 
.siuards  around  their  mileage  contracts  requiring  a  deposit  of  $10,  but 
railroads  such  as  the  New  York  Central :  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford:  Boston  and  Albany;  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburg,  and 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  do  not  find  it  necessary. 

I  believe  your  bill  will  offectuall.v  remedy  the  existing  evil  and  impo- 
pitioii  by  doing  away  with  this  $10  excess  "payment,  wliereby  thousands 
of  dollars  are  witliliold  from  the  pockets  of  commercial  travelers  for  the 
use  of  illegal  pooling  combinations. 

Yours,  faithfully,  William  IIooe. 

New  York  Co.M.MKnrnr,  TnA\'r;Lnas  axd  Bcyeks*  Clud, 

la  ^Vcst  Tacntu-scccnih  fificct,  Miiv  IS,  lOOC. 
lion.  William  SrLZfia, 

Bouse  of  Kcprcsciitativcx,  ^yasll^ngton,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  We  have  noted  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  pleasure 
the  efforts  you  are  putting  forth  toward  securing  for  the  commercial 
travelers  of  the  United  States  an  interchangeable  mileage  book  at  a 
Hat  rate  of  $20  per  l.OOU  miles.  The  tr.aveiing  men  of  this  country, 
who  do  so  much  toward  upbuilding  its  commercial  Interests,  and  es- 
pecially toward  the  prosperity  and  dividend-paying  power  of  the  vail- 
ronrts,  arc  certainly  entitled  to  this  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
railroad   management. 

We  feel  that  in  you  we  have  a  champion  who  will  surely  bring 
about  some  actual  results  so  that  Tlicse  longed-for  beoelits  will  accrue 
to  the  commercial  travelers,  as  we  believe  they  so  thoroughly  deserve. 
We  write  this  not  only  to  pledge  you  our  hearty  support  in  this 
elTort,  but  also  to  ask  tliat  you  will  kindly  advise  us  as  to  what  progress 
tlie  matter  is  making  in  your  hands  and  also  as  to  whether  there  is 
any  specific  thing  which  we  can  do  to  further  it  along  so  that  it  may 
become  an  actual  fact  at  an  early  date. 

Again    thanking    you    cordially    for    your    interest    and    awaiting    a 
reply  at  your  earliest  convenience,  we  are. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

Co.MMERPiAL  Travelers  and  Buyers'  Cll"h, 
By  Howard  W.  TiXfiUE,  ^Secretary. 

IlE.VDQUARTEES    CO.MMERCIAL    TR.VVELERS'    LE.VGt'E, 

i^cw  York,  May  n,  lOOC. 
lion.  William  Sitlzer, 

Jlovse  of  Reiircsentatii;cs,  Wasliinoton,  D.  C. 
My    Dear    C'oxgrf.s.smax  :   In    behalf    of    the    Commercial    Travelers' 
League  of  the  city  of  New  York,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
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to  you  for  the  Introduction  of  your  bill,  known  as  "  H.  R.  18712."  Youl 
bill  has  created  the  proper  sentiment  among  traveling  men  throughout 
the  State,  and  they  take  pleasure  in  indorsing  your  bill  In  every  town 
and  hamlet  where  business  calls  them.  „  ~  , 

In  the  event  of  It  being  necessary  for  the  representative  of  the  O.  T.  Li. 
to  appear  before  the  Congressional  committee  in  charge  of  your  bill,  to 
urge  its  passage,  we  would  be  pleased  to  go  to  Washington  for  that 
purpose  and  have  a  delegation  accompany  us.  .  ^.  , 

Thanking  you  for  the  important  favor  of  the  introduction  of  this 
bill  and  assuring  you  of  our  appreciation  for  your  efforts  in  our  behalf, 
we  remain, 

Yours,  very  sincerely,  „  „      ,j     ^ 

Ferdinand  Ziegel,  President. 

342  Manhattan  avenue.  City. 

P.  S. — Win  you  kindly  forward  to  me  as  many  copies  of  the  bill  aa 
you  can  spare? 

TnnpSENB  Manufactubing  Company, 

Philadelphia,  May  n,  1906. 
Hon.  William  Sulzeb, 

Washington,  D.  0. 
My  Dbab  Sib  :   As  a  member  of  the  T.  P.  A.  of  Pennsylvania,  I  wish 
to  congratulate  you  upon  the  stand  you  have  taken  in  the  interest  or 
the   traveling   men    of   this   great   country.     Bill    No.    18712   will   un- 
doubtedly prove  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  to  the  traveling  public. 
Again  congratulating  you  on  the  good  you  have  done,  I  remain. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Albebt  Riggall. 

The  Eagle  White  Lead  Company, 

Philadelphia,  May  n,  190e. 
Hon.  William  Sdlzeb, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Deab  Sib  :    I  wish  to  congratulate  you  on  bill  18712,  which  1 
hope  will  prove  a  success  and  be  numbered  among  one  of  our  laws. 

This  bill  has  the  Indorsement  of  myself  and  all  the  traveling  men 
with  whom  I  come  In  contact. 

Very  truly,  yours,  T.  E.  Bannan. 

Cincinnati  Vaenish  Company, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  17,  1906. 
Hon.  William  Sdlzeb, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Deab  Sib  :  I'ermit  me,  on  behalf  of  the  T.  P.  A.  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  thank  you  for  the  kind  interest  you  have  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
traveling  man.  At  our  State  convention  on  May  5  we  had  the  in- 
closed resolution  unanimously  passed.  If  there  is  any  way  In  which 
the  writer  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  you  have  only  to  name  same, 
and  If  you  will  drop  me  a  line  at  any  time  I  shall  be  only  too  happy 
to  do  all  In  my  power  to  assist  you  In  your  good  work. 

I  should  appreciate  as  many  copies  of  the  bill  as  you  could  con- 
veniently spare,  as  we  propose  to  make  a  strong  fight  in  all  our  com- 
mercial bodies  looking  toward  the  support  of  Pennsylvania's  delegation 
to  Congress  for  this  bill. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Fked.  H.  MacIntibe. 

[Resolution.] 

Whereas  Representative  Sulzeb,  Member  of  Congress  from  New 
Ifork,  has  caused  to  be  Introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  House  bill  18712,  known  as  the  Sulzer  bill : " 
Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  Pennsylvania  Division,  T.  P.  A.  of  A.,  in  annual  con- 
vention assembled,  heartily  Indorse  said  bill  and  instruct  its  deiegates 
to  the  national  convention  at  Buffalo,  to  be  held  June  next,  to  aid  and 
promote  Its  adoption  by  the  national  association  ;  and  be  it 

Further  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  every 
Member  of  Congress  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  urging  their  support 
of  bill  No.  18712,  and  that  every  post  secretary  be  furnished  with  a 
topy  of  this  resolution,  and  the  posts  be  asked  to  take  action  in  this 
matter,  and  every  member  of  I'ennsylvania  Division  is  urged  to  solicit 
the  vote  of  his  Congressman  tor  this  measure. 
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CItGES   TEITBLERS   TO   WOUK   FOU   SULZEH    Mr^EAGB   BILL NEW    TORK    SILK 

MEHCHAST    ".'ALLS    RAILKO^VDS'    TKEATMEXT    OF    COUMBIICIAL    SALESMEN 
AT  rnESEXT  UNJUST. 

Editor  New  York  Commercial. 

Sib  :  I  see  l>y  your  paper  that  Representative  William  Sdlzbr  has  In- 
troduced a  bill  regulating  the  price  of  mileage  tickets  on  railways  doing 
an  interstate-commerce  business.  This  is  a  matter  in  wlalcTi  commer- 
cial travelers,  buyers  and  their  employers,  as  well  as  all  other  people 
who  travel  considerably  on  railway  trains  and  who  buy  mileage  books, 
are  greatly  interested. 

Commercial  travelers'  organizations  throughout  the  country  fought 
for  a  long  time  for  an  interchangeable  mileage  book,  good  on  all  rail- 
roads. Commercial  travelers  have  to  travel  on  many  railroads,  and  to 
get  their  transportation  at  2  cents  a  mile  they  had  to  buy  a  1,000-mile 
book  from  each  road  over  which  they  traveled,  costing  $^0  each,  filling 
their  pockets  with  books  and  wrapping  up  a  good  deal  of  money.  They 
made  a  fight  through  their  various  organizations  for  an  interchangeable 
mileage  book  to  be  good  on  all  railroads.  After  a  great  struggle  the 
Trunk  Line  Mileage  Bureau  finally  concluded  to  sell  a  1,000-mile  book 
good  on  their  roads  for  $30,  with  the  understanding  that  the  eitra  $10 
would  be  refunded  on  return  of  the  cover. 

George  W.  Boyd,  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Raib 
road  Company,  stated  in  a  letter,  dated  February  5,  1900,  to  a  com- 
mercial traveler  friend  of  mine — S.  M.  Willams,  of  Pittsburg — that  the 
Pennsylvania  sells  on  an  average  18,000  of  $30  mileage  books  a  month, 
which  shows  the  vast  number  who  travel  and  are  being  imposed  upon 
by  tills  system  of  mileage  issued  under  the  $10  contract  by  the  Trunk 
Line  Mileage  Bureau.  The  amount  of  commercial  traveler  money  now 
held  by  the  railroads  because  of  this  is  conservatively  estimated  to  be — 

Trunk   Lines   Association $4D0,  000 

Central    Passenger   Association 1,  500,  000 

Pennsylvania  Kailroad,   Pittsburg 350,  000 

Total    2,  300,  000 

The  interest  on  tills  amount  at  current  rates  would  be  nearly 
$70,000.  When  the  railroad  companies  sell  a  1,000-milc  book  at  $20, 
it  is  simply  a  fair  excursion  or  wholesale  rate,  and  whenever  they  sell 
a  1,000-mlle  liook  at  that  rate  it  is  a  good  stroke  of  business;  they  get 
$20  cash  in  advance.  Then  why  should  they  throw  around  it  require- 
ments that  in  the  estimation  of  the  majority  of  the  people  who  travel 
are  unreasonable  and  not  required  by  many  large  railroads  operating 
under  just  the  same  conditions  as  the  Pennsylvania,  Brie,  Lackawanna, 
and  other  roads? 

The  interchangeable  mileage  ticket  was  urgently  requested  by  com- 
mittees representing  various  traveling  salesmen's  associations,  but 
in  granting  this  mileage  ticket  these  railroads  tacked  on  the  conditions 
regarding  the  $10  excess,  and  forfeiture  of  books  in  case  of  theft  or 
loss.  The  trunk-line  mileage  bureau  claims  it  was  compelled  to 
throw  these  safeguards  around  the  mileage  contracts  requiring  a 
deposit  of  $10,  but  railroads  such  as  the  New  York  Central,  the  New 
Haven,  the  Boston  and  Albany,  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburg, 
the  Beading,  do  not  find  it  necessary. 

I  travel  selling  goods,  and  the  firm  (Eastmond  &  Sinclair),  of  which 
I  am  a  member,  also  employs  commercial  tr.ivelers.  1  am,  therefore, 
in  a  position  to  understand  how  this  bill  of  Mr.  Sulzer's  Is  going  to 
affect  a  gre.it  many  thousands  of  business  men.  I  think  the  traveling 
men's  organizations  all  over  the  country  ought  to  pass  resolutions  in 
favor  of  it.  .     „    „ 

A.  II.  Eastmond. 

New  York,  May  Z,  lOOC. 

[Editorial  from  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer.] 
to  stop  the  jiileage-book  e.xtortion. 
Every  Pennsylvania   Congressman   will  be  expected   by  his   constitu- 
ents to  do  all  he  can  to  promote  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  has  been 
introduced    by    Representative    Sclzek.    of   New   York,    prohibiting    rail- 
road   companies    engaged    in    intei-state    transportation    from    charging 
more  for  the  mileage  books  Issued  Iiy  them  than  a  flat  2  cents  per  mile 
rate.     It  is  the  present  practice  of  some  of  the  roads,  and  notably  of  the 
Pennsylvania,   to  require  the  deposit  of  $10  on  every   l.OOOmlle  book. 
This  deposit   is   returned   to   the  purchaser   upon    the   surrender   of  the 
covers,   provided   that  he  has  not  .n  Mowed   the  use  of  the  book  by  any 
third    party.      If   he   has   been   .guilty   of   that   enormity,    the  deposit   is 
liable    to    foifeituie.      The    Sulzer    bill    changes    all    that.      It   not    only 
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declares  that  no  deposit  shall  be  exacted,  but  It  expressly  provides  that 
mileage  hooks  shall  be  transferable  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser. 

This  is  no  more  than  fair  and  Just  and  reasonable  and  right.  The 
railroad  company  loses  nothing  through  the  use  of  a  mileage  book  by 
some  person  other  than  the  buyer.  It  costs  no  more  to  transport  one 
man  than  it  does  to  carry  another,  and  from  a  merely  common-sense 
Lolnt  of  Tiew  It  might  be  supposed  that  the  companies  would  be  more 
Inclined  to  promote  the  transfer  of  mileage  books  than  to  oppose  It, 
for  the  reason  that  the  more  the  aTailablllty  of  such  books  is  extended 
the  more  rapidly  the  transportation  which  they  cover  will  be  consumed. 
The  owner  of  a  mileage  book  is  not  going  to  lend  it  to  anyone  else  when 
he  expects  to  need  it  himself.  He  will  only  transfer  It  for  use  during 
a  period  when  it  would  otherwise  lie  idle,  and  thus  the  sale  of  the 
commodity  in  which  the  carrier  deals  is  stimulated  and  increased.  This 
Is  too  plain  for  argument,  and  it  is  surprising  to  find  the  companies 
pursuing  a  course  which  is  manifestly  prejudicial  to  their  own  interests. 

Either  they  make  money  out  of  the  use  of  mileage  books  or  they  do 
not.  If  they  do  not,  why  they  should  issue  them  at  all  is  unaccount- 
able, seeing  that  the  railroads  never  have  been  accused  of  doing  busi- 
ness on  a  philanthropic  b.isis ;  but  if  they  do,  then  It  stands  to  reason 
that  the  more  rapidly  these  books  are  used  up  the  better  It  is  for  them. 
Possibly  the  explanation  of  this  anomaly  is  to  be  found  in  the  circum- 
stance that  there  would  be  no  excuse  for  the  $10  deposit  extortion 
If  the  bocks  were  transferable,  and  there  Is  no  doubt  that  this  extortion 
Is  the  source  of  considerable  profit.  The  people  who  buy  mileage  books 
use  them  all  the  time.  As  soon  as  one  book  is  exhausted  they  pur- 
chase another,  and  so  the  company  Is  left  in  possession  of  the  deposit 
continuously.  In  the  aggregate  these  deposits  amount  to  a  consider- 
able sum,  on  which  the  Interest  Is  so  much  clear  gain. 

The  Sulzer  bill  ought  to  be  enacted  into  law,  and  as  It  only  applies 
to  Interstate  commerce.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  at  its  next 
session  to  establish  a  flat  rate  of  2  cents  per  mile  throughout  the  State. 
That  will  settle  the  mileage-book  question  all  right. 

[Editorial  from  the  Scranton  Republican.] 

A   MILEAGE   BOOK   BILL. 

Representative  Sulzeb,  of  New  York,  has  introduced  a  bill  In  the 
House  "  to  regulate  the  price  of  mileage  ticket  transportation  by  com- 

?anies  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business,  and  for  other  purposes." 
t  provides  that  all  such  companies  "  shall  sell  mileage  books,  good  for 
1,000,  2,000,  3.000,  4,000,  and  5,000  miles,  on  their  respective  lines 
or  connecting  lines  traversing  two  or  more  States  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  price  not  exceeding  2  cents  per  mile  for  said  mileage  books." 

The  bill  further  provides  that  such  mileage  books  shall  be  good 
until  used  and  shall  be  transferable — that  Is,  may  be  lawfully  sold  by 
the  purchaser,  if  for  any  reason  he  cares  to  dispose  of  the  same  to 
another.  It  also  forbids  any  railway  transportation  company  doing 
Interstate-commerce  buslnesss  to  collect  for  a  mileage  book  more  than 
2  cents  a  mile  or  to  give  any  rebate  thereon — that  is,  no  railway  com- 
pany may,  as  some  of  them  are  now  doing,  require  the  purchaser  of  a 
mileage  hook  to  deposit  a  sum  largely  in  excess  of  the  price  of  the 
hook,  the  excess  to  be  returned  to  him  on  presentation  of  the  covers  of 
the  book  after  the  mileage  has  been  used. 

The  penalty  clause  of  the  bill  provides  that  any  violation  of  the  act 
shall  constitute  a  misdemeanor  and  that  the  officers  and  directors  of 
the  offending  company  may  be  punished  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  $10,000,  or  both  if  the  court  deems  It 
best  to  punish  to  the  limit  of  the  law. 

There  are  some  good  points  about  this  bill.     Certain  railroads  have 

fiven  great  offense  to  the  traveling  public  by  requiring  extra  deposits 
rom  all  purchasers  of  mileage  books  and  the  abuse  should  be  corrected. 
The  railroads  exist  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  not  the  people  for  the 
benefit  of  the  railroads,  and  when  the  latter  become  too  tyrannical  In 
any  particular  direction  It  Is  entirely  proper  that  Congress  or  any 
other  legislative  body  having  juridlctlon  over  the  matter  should  cor- 
rect the  abuse  by  such  enactments  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
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STATEMENT   OF  THE    HON.  WILLIAM  STTLZER,  A   EEPRESENTA- 
TIVE  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Monday  Morning,  February  5,  1906. 

Mr.  SuLZEB.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  ready  to  proceed  to  advocate  the 
l)ills  introduced  by  me  for  Alaska. 

Mr.  CrrsHMAN.  Let  me  say  that  I  am  a  little  embarrassed  in  regard 
to  two  of  the  bills  that  I  wanted  to  take  up  this  morning.  One  of 
them  is  my  Alaskan  fisheries  bill,  on  which  the  final  report  of  the 
Department  has  not  been  returned  to  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  both  you  and  Mr.  Sulzer  have  intro- 
duced fisheries  bills,  and  the  committee  desires  to  give  both  of  you  gen- 
tlemen a  hearing. 

Mr.  CusHMAN.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  go  on,  as  the  bill  is  partially 
from  my  own  brain  and  partly  the  suggestions  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Labor.  When  the  bill  was  finally  introduced  it  was 
referred  to  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  and  it  should  be 
here  this  morning.  I  would  like  to  have  a  chance  to  look  over  it 
when  it  comes.  There  is  another  bill  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature, 
it  being  a  bill  to  prohibit  aliens  from  fishing  in  the  waters  of  Alaska. 
We  could  very  properly  take  that  up  in  connection  with  the  other  fish- 
eries bill. 

The  Chairman.  I  propose  that,  inasmuch  as  the  report  on  your  bill 
has  not  been  received  from  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor, 
Mr.  Sulzer  be  permitted  to  proceed  with  his  bills.  I  feel  confident 
any  argument  either  of  you  gentlemen  may  make  will  contribute  to 
the  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CusHMAN.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  have  Mr.  Sulzer  go  on. 

The  Chairman.  That  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  you  ? 

Mr.  CrrsHMAN.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Sulzer.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  committee  will  pardon  me  for 
just  a  moment,  I  wish  to  make  this  suggestion,  that  the  salmon  fish- 
eries bills,  regarding  the  propagation  and  culture  and  protection  of 
salmon  and  other  fish  in  Alaska,  be  allowed  to  stand  over  until  to- 
morrow morning,  Avhen  Mr.  Cushman  and  T  will  be  here,  and  we  can 
then  take  the  matter  up  together  and  endeavor,  if  we  can,  to  agree  to 
a  bill  that  will  meet  with  the  best  judgment  and  approval  of  this 
committee.  I  am  agreeable  to  almost  anything  that  will  result  in 
accomplishing  something  for  the  lasting  good  of  Alaska.  I  want  the 
best  bill  we  can  write  to  protect  the  fish  of  Alaska. 

The  Chair:man.  I  have  set  aside  to-morrow  for  consideration  of 
railroad  bills. 

Mr.  Sulzer.  Very  well,  then ;  I  will  ask  that  this  fish  matter  be  set 
down  for  next  Wednesday  morning. 

Mr.  Cushman.  I  think  that  would  be  better  if  it  would  not  impose 
on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Sulzer.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  next  Wednesday  morning  will 
suit  me  better,  because  I  have  an  argument  to  make  Tuesday  morning 


i  STATEMENT   OF   HON.   WILLIAM   SULZER. 

before  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  favor  of  my  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  Slocum  victims. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  hear  you  next  Wednesday  morning. 

Mr.  SuLZEK.  Very  well.  And  if  the  committee  will  indulge  me,  I 
want  to  speak  to  you  this  morning  on  my  bill  to  give  Alaska  Terri- 
torial government,  and  in  case  that  bill  should  not  pass  Congress  this 
session,  then  my  bill  giving  Alaska  a  Delegate  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives immediately. 

The  Chairman.  In  this  connection,  Mr.  Sulzer,  I  want  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  bill  which  has  passed  the  Senate,  introduced  by 
Senator  Nelson. 

Mr.  Sulzer.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  aware  of  that,  and  I  am  coming  to 
that  matter  in  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  on  the  first  day 
that  this  Fifty-ninth  Congress  convened,  namely,  on  December  4, 
1905,  I  introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  H.  R.  329,  a  bill 
providing  for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  district  of  Alaska.  This  bill  of  mine  is  identical  with 
the  bill  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Senator  Nelson,  of  Minnesota. 
The  bill  is  known  as  the  "  Nelson-Sulzer  bill."  Senator  Nelson's  bill 
has  been  favorably  reported  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Territories 
and  it  has  just  unanimously  passed  the  Senate  and  is  now,  I  believe, 
on  the  Speaker's  desk  or  before  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  It  has  been  referred  to  this  committee. 

Mr.  SiiLZER.  So  much  the  better.  I  have  conferred  with  Senator 
Nelson  regarding  the  matter,  and  he  has  requested  me  to  ask  the"  com- 
mittee to  substitute  his  bill  for  my  bill  to-day,  and  I  now  ask  that  my 
bill  remain  in  the  committee  and  that  the  committee  report  in  place 
of  my  bill  Senator  Nelson's  bill.  I  do  this  to  accelerate  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  because  this  bill  must  pass  and  became  a  law  this  session  to 
be  operative.  The  two  bills  are  absolutely  identical,  and  they  are 
known,  as  I  said,  as  the  "  Nelson-Sulzer  bill,"  providing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Delegate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  district  of 
Alaska.  I  have  no  vanity  in  this  matter.  I  want  to  accomplish 
results. 

I  have  been  to  Alaska  several  times.  I  know  the  people  of  that 
country.  I  have  talked  with  a  great  many  people  up  there,  and  I 
know  the  conditions  prevailing  in  Alaska,  and  I  say — and  I  say  it 
advisedly — that  it  is  a  disgrace  to  our  Government,  a  crying  shame, 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  does  not  respond  to  the  con- 
tinued and  insistent  demand  of  more  than  50,000  virile,  patriotic, 
liberty-loving  American  citizens  of  Alaska  and  give  those  people 
representation. 

We  have  given  representation  to  Porto  Rico ;  we  have  given  repre- 
sentation to  the  Hawaiian  Islands ;  we  have  given  representation  to 
Arizona ;  but  we  have  not  given  representation  in  Congress  to  Alaska, 
and  Alaska  is  more  entitled  to  representation  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  than  any  of  our  outlying  insular  possessions.  I 
think  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  more  than  50,000  Alaskans — as  good, 
and  as  brave,  and  as  honest,  and  as  industrious,  and  as  patriotic 
American  citizens  as  live  in  all  this  land — when  I  say  that  they  are 
united  in  favor  of  Territorial  government  first,  last,  and  all  the  time. 
That  is  the  relief  the  people  of  Alaska  want,  and  they  will  keep  on 
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wanting  it,  and  demanding  it,  and  fighting  for  it  until  they  get  it. 
And  they  are  right;  they  ought  to  have  it.  I  am  a  friend  of  the 
people  in  Alaska — and  in  future  as  in  the  past,  in  Congress  and  out  of 
Congress,  I  -s^ill  do  all  I  can  to  help  them  get  their  rights.  It  is  a 
burning  shame  to  our  country  that  the  good  people  up  in  Alaska  are 
prevented  from  goA'erning  theselves;  that  they  are  deprived  of  local 
self-government;  that  they  are  just  as  destitute  of  home  rule  as  the 
people  in  Siberia.  It  is  an  outrage  on  their  manhood  and  their  citi- 
zenship. 

I  intend  at  some  future  day,  when  it  will  be  convenient  to  this  com- 
mittee, to  again  ask  to  have  my  bill  providing  for  a  Territorial  gov- 
ernment for  Alaska  reported  favorably,  and  I  shall  keep  on  agitating 
the  matter  until  I  succeed,  and  I  want  action  quickly  in  order  that 
the  bill  shall  get  a  place  well  up  on  the  calendar  of  the  House,  and 
in  due  time  be  brought  up  for  discussion. 

I  do  not  intend  now  to  go  into  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  details 
of  my  bill  for  Territorial  government.  Suffice  it  to  say  at  present 
that  I  prepared  the  bill  very  carefully  several  years  ago,  taking  as  a 
form  the  Territorial  bills  which  have  been  passed  by  Congress  pro- 
viding for  Territorial  governments  for  nine  different  Territories 
heretofore  created  in  the  United  States.  I  have  introduced  and 
reintroduced  the  bill  in  three  different  Congresses,  and  the  pro- 
■visions  of  the  bill  are  pretty  familiar  to  the  people  of  Alaska.  But 
I  must  siiy  at  this  time  that  my  bill  for  a  Territorial  government  for 
Alaska  has  been  approved  by  nine-tenths  of  the  newspapers  of 
Alaska,  and  I  will  submit  some  of  these  editorials  to  the  connnittee. 
It  has  also  been  approved  by  the  Republican  convention  held  in  1904 
in  Juneau  to  elect  delegates  to  the  Republican  national  convention 
at  Chicago.  My  bill  was  imanimously  indorsed  by  that  convention, 
and  it  was  also  subsequently  unanimously  indorsed  by  the  conven- 
tion held  in  Juneau  in  1904  to  elect  delegates  to  the  Democratic  con- 
vention held  at  St.  Louis.  It  was  recently  indorsed  in  a  convention 
at  Seattle,  to  which  delegates  were  sent  from  every  town,  city,  and 
post-office  in  Alaska.  That  was  a  representative  convention — one  of 
the  most  representative  conventions  ever  held — and  they  took  up  that 
bill  and  indorsed  it.  And  I  say  Alaska  should  have  Territorial  gov- 
ernment, and  I  will  never  rest  until  she  has  this  inestimable  privi- 
lege and  blessing. 

The  Chairman.  Did  that  convention  take  up  the  question  of  com- 
ing to  Washington  ? 

Mr.  SuLZEK.  Yes,  sir.  Governor  Swineford  and  others  are  here, 
and  at  some  future  time  I  shall  ask  that  they  be  given  an  opportunity 
to.  be  heard  in  favor  of  my  bill  for  Territorial  government.  They 
all  favor  it.  They  all  want  it,  and  it  is  the  only  solution  of  the 
Alaskan  problem. 

The  Chairman.  Do  thej^  desire  to  be  heard  as  to  this  delegate  bill  ? 

Mr.  Sui.zER.  That  I  do  not  know  positively.  I  know  that  they 
are  all  in  favor  of  a  Territorial  government — in  fact,  instructed 
for  it. 

Mr.  Lloyd.  Do  you  know  the  difference  between  your  bill  and  the 
bill  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Washington  ? 

Mr.  SuLZEE.  Yes;  in  a  general  way.  There  is  considerable  differ- 
ence.    A  hasty  inspection  of  them  will  show  that.     When  I  take  up 
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for  action,  before  this  committee,  my  bill  for  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment for  Alaska  I  shall  make  certain  comparisons  showing  the  dif- 
ference between  Mr.  Jones's  bill  and  mine.  That  is  a  matter,  how- 
ever, which  I  desire  to  take  up  at  some  subsequent  time. 

I  want  to  say  this  to  the  committee  this  morning,  as  emphatically 
and  as  impressively  as  I  can,  that  the  real  people  of  Alaska,  the 
people  who  have  gone  there  from  every  Stale  m  the  Union,  and  who 
are  there  to  stay,  and  to  die,  and  to  be'buried  there;  the  pioneers,  the 
brave  and  sturdy  men  who  are  opening  up  the  richest  section  of  the 
American  domain  to-day,  and  pouring  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  every  year,  I  want 
to  say  those  people — and  I  speak  for  them,  and  they  want  me  to 
speak  for  them^I  say  they  want  Territorial  government,  and  they 
ought  to  have  it,  and  they  will  never  be  satisfied  until  they  get  it; 
and  we  are  doing  them  a  greater  injustice  than  the  English  Parlia- 
ment ever  did  the  Irish  people  when  we  deny  them  this  American 
right — home  rule. 

Gentlemen,  I  was  in  Alaska  all  last  summer  and  traveled  much, 
and  I  made  several  speeches  at  different  places  where  I  sojourned, 
and  I  said  to  the  Alaskans  that  I  would  keep  on  fighting  for  the 
proposition  to  give  Alaska  a  Territorial  government,  and  that  I 
would  "  stand  pat "  on  it.  [Laughter.]  But  I  went  further,  and 
said  to  them  that  I  doubted  whether  I  would  succeed  in  getting  my 
bill  for  Territorial  government  through  Congress  at  this  session  to 
give  the  people  of  Alaska  Territorial  government,  and  that  as  an 
old,  experienced  legislator  of  seventeen  years,  I  realized  that  every 
forward  movement  in  legislation  was  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise, 
and  that  if  necessary  I  was  willing  to  compromise  to  this  extent — 
and  only  to  this  extent — that  I  would  confer  with  Senator  Nelson, 
who  has  been  to  Alaska  as  a  member  of  the  commission  from  the 
United  States  Senate  to  look  into  conditions  there,  and  if  I  could  not 
get  my  bill  for  Territorial  government  passed  I  would  aid  the  Sena- 
tor to  pass  his  bill  giving  Alaska  a  Delegate  in  Congress.  The 
Senator's  bill,  I  think,  is  a  very  fair  bill,  giving  Alaska,  in  the  first 
instance,  a  Delegate  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  told  the 
Alaskans  that  I  would  confer  with  Senator  Nelson,  and  introduce  a 
bill  in  the  House  identical  with  the  bill  the  Senator  would  introduce 
in  the  Senate  and  try  to  get  that  through  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 
I  believe  such  a  bill  can  pass,  and  if  it  passes  I  know  that  it  will  be 
signed  by  the  President. 

Llotd.  That  bill  is  already  here. 

Mr.  SuLZER.  Yes;  and  I  request  its  favorable  report.  I  believe 
the  people  of  Alaska,  if  this  Delegate  bill  becomes  a  law  ere  this 
session  adjourns,  will  select  the  best  man  they  can,  regardless  of  poli- 
tics, to  represent  them  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  he  will 
come  here  and  he  will  be  heard;  and  I  know  his  Macedonian  cry 
from  the  time  he  is  sworn  in  until  the  end  of  his  term  will  be  one 
continual  demand,  one  long  eloquent  plea,  for  Territorial  govern- 
ment; and  if  my  bill  is  still  pending  I  believe  he  will  take  iip  my 
bill,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  give  it  to  him  and  give  all  the  honor  and 
glory  involved  in  it,  and  help  him  in  every  way  I  can  to  have  it  put 
on  the  statute  books.  I  have  no  vanity  in  this  matter.  I  want  re- 
sults.    I  am  trj'ing  to  do  this  for  as  fine  a  body  of  American  citizens 
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as  exists  in  any  part  of  our  domain.  They  are  entitled  to  be  a 
Territory  and  govern  themselves. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  to-day,  however,  I  stand  here  and 
say  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill  of  Senator  Nelson's.  It  is  identical 
with  my  bill,  and  I  hope  that  my  bill  will  be  held  in  Hie  committee 
and  Senator  Nelson's  bill  reported.  It  is  a  good  bill  so  far  as  it 
goes,  and  I  am  so  anxious  to  give  Alaska  representation  in  this 
Congress  that  I  hope  this  committee  will  report  the  bill  speedily  and 
we  Avill  pass  it  through  the  House,  and  it  will  soon  become  a  law,  and 
the  people  of  Alaska  will  be  able  to  get  ready  to  hold  their  first 
election  in  August  next.  This  will  be  a  step  forward  in  the  march 
of  Alaska  for  Territorial  government  and  statehood. 

Mr.  CusHMAN.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  would  like 
to  have  it  reported  to-day? 

Mr.  SuLZER.  Yes;   if  possible.    Why  not? 

Mr.  CtJSHMAX.  That  is  a  very  serious  matter,  from  my  standpoint. 
I  am  anxious  to  have  this  reported,  but  I  think  that  we  ought— — 

Mr.  SuLZER.  I  want  to  say  to  Brother  Cushman  that  I  am  his 
fi-iend.  and  I  understand  just  where  he  stands,  where  I  stand,  in  favor 
of  doing  something  for  the  people  of  Alaska.  I  read  your  speech 
before  the  Alaskan  Club  last  .spring.  It  was  a  splendid  oratorical 
eifort.  and  it  did  you  great  credit.  You  are  in  favor  of  helping  the 
people  of  Alaska  in  every  way  j'ou  can.  I  think  I  voice  your  senti- 
ments, as  well  as  mine,  when  I  say  that  we  should  have  no  vanity  in 
this  matter  at  all.  We  are  simply  trying  to. accomplish  results.  You 
have  a  bill,  which  I  have  supported  heretofore  in  every  Congress 
since  you  introduced  it,  to  give  Alaska  a  Delegate  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  think  in  justice  to  the  people  of  Alaska  that  it 
would  be  advisable  for  both  you  and  myself  to  shelve  our  Delegate 
bills  and  put  through  the  Nelson  bill,  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
desired  end,  and  do  it  quickly.  If  the  Nelson  bill  is  now  reported 
it  will  pass  the  House  and  be  a  law  before  March  1  and  Alaska  will 
then  get  representation.     That  will  be  something. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  Alaska  is  a  vast  territory.  It  is 
more  than  one-sixth  as  large  as  the  entire  United  States,  and  although 
magnificent  distances  are  matters  that  the  Alaskan  seldom  takes  into 
consideration,  still  it  is  a  serious  matter  that  this  committee  ought 
to  take  into  consideration,  and  the  sooner  we  get  this  bill  on  the  law 
books  the  quicker  the  people  of  Alaska  can  get  ready  with  their 
election  machinery  to  hold  this  election  for  a  Delegate,  and  the  date 
for  the  election  is  the  first  Tuesday  in  August.  That  is  the  best 
time  to  get  around  Alaska  by  water  navigation,  and  the  Delegate 
should  be  elected  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Congress 
and  for  the  full  term  of  the  Sixtieth  Congress.  If  the  bill  does  not 
so  provide  it  should  so  provide.  The  bill  says  that  the  Delegate  shall 
have  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  any  other  Delegate  in  the 
HoiKse  of  Hepre-sentatives.  It  also  provides  that  he  shall  receive  the 
same  salary  and  the  same  mileage  as  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Washington,  plus  his  actual  traveling  expenses  from  Alaska 
to  the  State  of  Washington.  It  is  a  simple  but  a  comprehensive 
measure.  Let  us  pass  this  bill  quickly.  It  is  the  best  thing  to  do 
at  the  present  time,  and  it  will  pave  the  way  for  my  Territorial  bill, 
which  is  after  all  the  consummation  most  devoutly  wished  by  every 
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Alaskan.  In  the  past  I  favored  Mr.  Cushman's  Delegate  bill,  but  I 
feel  that  we  do  not  want  to  complicate  matters  now  and  cause  delays 
that  may  be  fatal  by  having  his  bill  reported  and  sent  over  to  the 
Senate  and  then  a  deadlock  and  no  legislation. 

1  think  that  in  order  to  accomplish  something  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment,  something  that  will  help  Alaska  a  step  forward  in  the 
movement  for  Territorial  government,  we  should  pass  Senator  Nel- 
son's bill  as  soon  as  possible  and  let  the  people  up  there  elect  their 
own  representative  to  come  down  here  and  tell  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives exactly  what  the  people  up  there  want.  I  remember,  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  first  time  I  made  a  speech  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  about  the  richness,  the  glory,  and  the  greatness  of 
Alaska.  There  was  not  another  man  in  the  House  at  that  time  who 
had  ever  been  to  Alaska,  and  many  members  thought  I  was  a 
romancer  and  ought  to  be  impaled  in  the  Congressional  history  as  a 
legislative  Baron  Munchausen.  [Laughter.]  In  fact,  every  word 
I  said  at  that  time — ten  years  ago — was  ultra  conservative,  but  it 
was  a  prophecy,  and  it  is  true  to-day.  I  then  made  statements  which 
have  since  been  corroborated  over  and  over  again  by  gentlemen  who 
have  appeared  before  this  committee.  I  predict  now — and  I  know 
whereof  I  speak — that  Alaska  in  the  next  half  century  will  produce 
more  real  wealth  for  the  United  States  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union.  I  repeat  what  Admiral  Vancouver  said  over  a  century  ago, 
that  the  time  will  come,  and  it  is  now  near  at  hand,  when  Alaska 
will  support  a  population  greater  than  that  of  the  British  Isles. 

I  predict  that  the  time  Avill  come  when  the  fertile  fields  of  Alaska 
will  furnish  enough  foodstuffs  to  sustain  at  least  a  population  of 
;50,000,000  people.  I  assert  that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  Ameri- 
cans, instead  of  going  abroad  every  year  to  get  a  change  of  at- 
mosphere and  to  travel  over  the  beaten  tracks  of  effete  civilization 
and  view  its  insignificant  glories,  will  go  to  Alaska — ^Alaska,  the 
richest  gem  in  the  diadem  of  the  American  crown  of  States;  Alaska, 
the  wonderland  of  the  world;  Alaska,  with  unlimited  scenery  more 
beautiful  than  any  other  place  on  earth ;  Alaska,  where  the  Almighty 
has  painted  in  the  drt  gallery  of  nature  the  most  beautiful  pictures 
the  world  will  ever  see;  Alaska,  with  mountains  incomparable; 
Alaska,  with  her  myriad  waterfalls,  with  her  mighty  rivers  and  her 
fertile  fields,  with  her  salubrious  climate.  Alaska  is  all  this  and 
more — a  marvelous,  indescribable  wonderland.  Americans  go  and  see 
it  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  am  afraid  I  am  consuming  too 
rnuch  of  your  valuable  time,  but  if  you  will  indulge  me,  I  will  con- 
tinue. I  never  tire  in  dwelling  on  the  present  greatness  and  the 
future  glory  of  Alaska,  and  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  Alaska  to-day 
is  being  opened  up  to  settlement,  and  that  her  people  are  embarking 
in  all  kinds  of  industries — manufacturing,  agriculture,  mining — 
and  her  mineral  resources  are  increasing  at  a  rate  which  has  been 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  world.  They  are  unlimited  and 
richer  than  the  dreams  of  avarice. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  congratulate  you  and  the  members  of  this 
committee  for  what  you  have  done  and  for  what  you  are  doing  foi' 
Alaska,  and  to  say  that,  as  Representatives  of  the  American  people  in 
Congress,  you  can  not  do  any  better  work,  you  can  not  accomplish 
any  more  lasting  benefit  for  this  country,  for  its  prosperity,  for  its 
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greatness,  for  its  glorj',  and  for  its  advantage  than  to  give  your  time 
and  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  vast  district  we  call  Alaska.  We 
must  respond  to  the  demands  of  the  Alaskan  people  for  immediate  leg- 
islation. 

Mr.  McKenney.  In  making,  the* prediction  about  the  large  ultimate 
population  of  Alaska  equaling  or  exceeding  that  of  the  British  Isles, 
do  you  also  predict  changes  in  climatic  conditions  ? 

Mr.  SuLZER.  Yes;  there  are  great  atmospheric  changes  going  on. 
The  changes  in  the  climatic  conditions  in  Alaska  are  so  marvelous  that 
they  have  thus  far  baffled  the  best  scientists  of  the  world.  The 
climate  is  getting  milder — no  doubt  due  to  the  wonderful  influence  of 
the  Japan  current.  I  read,  not  long  ago,  a  lecture  delivered  by  a 
European  scientist,  in  Avhich  he  said  that  the  Japan  current,  the  great- 
est current  known  on  earth,  was  changing  the  climatic  conditions  of 
the  great  Northwest.  The  people  in  Alaska  realize  it.  We  are  learn- 
ing more  about  Alaska  every  day,  but  no  man  can  really  do  justice  to 
her  vast  possibilities.  But  I  am  digressing,  and  I  think  I  should  con- 
line  myself  this  morning  to  what  the  people  want  in  Alaska  along  the 
lines  of  legislation. 

Alaska  should  have  a  Delegate  in  Congress  at  this  time.  In  the  first 
place  there  is  a  large  and  ev^er-increasinj^  body  of  the  best  kind  of 
American  citizens  in  Alaska- — pioneers  who  are  willing  to  forego  the 
ease  and  luxury  of  life  in  the  States  to  develop  that  great  country. 
The  best  blood  of  a  nation  flows  in  the  veins  of  its  pioneers.  They 
are  the  advance  guards  of  progress.  Thej'  have  opened  up  in  Alaska 
a  mine  of  wealth  that  the  world  never  dreamed  of.  They  have  made 
Alaska  commercially  great,  and  for  a  decade  have  felt  the  need  and 
]>racticability  of  a  Delegate,  and  have  been  asking  it  from  our  hands 
for  years.  To-day,  with  a  population  doubled  since  the  last  census 
was  taken  and  material  financial  interests  increased  in  n  still  greater 
ratio,  they  ask  you  for  this  legislation. 

The  bill  nnder  consideration  gives  the  people  of  Alaska  the  right 
to  vote  for  and  to  elect  a  Delegate  from  Alaska  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives who  shall  have  the  same  rights  and  the  same  privileges 
in  this  body  as  a  Delegate  from  any  of  the  other  Territories  in  the 
United  States.  Alaska  is  entitled  to  that.  No  one  can  deny  it.  Her 
people  should  be  heard  on  this  floor,  and  the  Alaskans  want  to  be 
heard  here  by  some  one  of  their  ow)\  selection — competent  to  speak 
for  them.  Some  one  vested  with  authority  who  will  be  responsible 
to  them  for  what  he  says  on  the  floor  of  this  House  regarding  Alas- 
kan matter.s,  and  who  will  be  responsible  to  Congress  as  well.  No 
one  familiar  with  the  facts  can  doubt  thnt  Alaska  is  entitled  to  Dele- 
gate representation.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  theory  of 
government  that  none  of  our  citizens  shall  be  taxed  without  just  rep- 
resentation, and  the  Alaskans  have  been  taxed  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment for  years  and  years  without  representation  and  without  hav- 
ing a  voice  in  their  own  internal  atfairs. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  something  of  Alaska.  I  know  something 
about  that  vast  domain.  I  know  something  about  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  who  live  there,  and  I  stand  here  and  declare  with  the  con- 
fident knowledge  that  I  can  not  be  successfully  contradicted  that  the 
people  of  Alaska — the  people  who  have  gone  there,  and  who  have 
lived  there  for  years,  and  who  are  bona  ficfe  residents  of  Alaska,  and 
intend  to  stay  there  during  the  rest  of  their  lives — I  know  what  they 
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want,  and  I  declare  here  that  they  want  not  only  a  representative  in 
Congress,  but  they  want  Territorial  government.  They  want  the 
right  that  every  other  Territory  in  the  Union  has — the  right  to  make 
their  own  laAvs,  to  levy  their  own  taxes,  to  regulate  their  own  internal 
affairs,  ^nd  to  spend  the  money  gathered  by  the  tax  collector  for  their 
own  use,  for  their  own  schools,  for  their  own  charitable  institutions, 
for  their  own  municipal  affairs,  and  for  their  own  peace  and  happi- 
ness. This  is  not  asking  too  much  in  my  opinion.  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  only  fair  and  just  and  proper  and  right.  Alaska  has  a  population 
at  the  present  time  upward  of  100,000  bona  fide  residents.  It  is  true 
they  are  scattered  over  a  vast  domain  of  territory.  But  it  is  also  true 
that  they  are  an  honest,  brave,  sober,  manly.  God-fearing  people, 
who  are  of  our  kin,  and  who  ought  to  be  treated  as  American  citizens. 

I  deprecate  the  remarks  that  liave  been  made  here,  time  and  time 
again,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Alaska  are  nomads,  a  sort  of  migratory 
people  who  go  there  simply  to  gather  wealth  and  leave  for  the  States 
just  so  soon  as  they  have  been,  able  to  get  Avhat  they  want.  I  deny 
these  statements.  I  refute  these  allegations.  I  know  they  are  not 
true.  If  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  these  unjust  remarks^ 
and  uncalled-for  statements  would  only  go  to  Alaska  and  see  for 
themselves  and  talk  to  these  people,  they  would  come  back  here 
just  as  firmly  convinced  as  I  am  that  no  people  in  all  our  land  are 
more  deserving  of  commendation  for  their  patriotism  and  their  law- 
abiding  citizenship  than  the  good,  fearless,  honest  folk  of  Alaska. 
They  are  American  citizens.  They  demand  the  rights  of  American 
citizens.  They  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  American  citizens,  and 
one  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  an  American  is  the  right  to  repre- 
sentation; the  right  to  refuse  to  pay  a  dollar's  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment unless  he  has  a  voice  in  its  affairs;  the  right  of  local  self-gov- 
ernment; the  right  of  petition;  the  right  of  assembly;  the  right  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  affairs  of  state  and  in  making  the  laws  that  he 
milst  obey  and  that  govern  him  and  his  fellow-citizens. 

This  Nelson-Sulzer  bill  to  give  Alaska  a  Delegate  in  Congress  will 
not  accomplish  what  the  Alaskans  demand;  but,  as  I  said,  it  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  and  I  favor  it  because  I  believe  it  is  the  best 
we  can  get  at  the  present  time.  They  demand  Territorial  government, 
aiid  knowing  the  facts  as  I  do, -I  unhesitatingly  say,  and  I  defj'  suc- 
cessful refutation,  that  under  all  the  circumstances  Alaska  is  now, 
and  long  has  been,  entitled  to  Territorial  government,  and  Congress 
ought  to  give  it  to  the  Alaskans  without  any  more  delay.  Alaska  is 
an  anomaly  in  our  sisterhood  of  States  and  Territories.  It  has  been 
said  here  that  Alaska  is  a  Territory  because  a  justice  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  Avriting  an  opinion  about  it,  characterized  it 
as  such.  No  doubt  it  is  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  perhaps  that  is  what  the  distinguished  juri.st  meant.  Others  here 
declare  that  Alaska  is  only  a  district,  and  I  am  inclined  to  concur  in 
that  view.  If  Alaska  was  a  Territory  in  the  Union,  it  would  have  all 
the  rights  of  a  Territory.  It  is  not  a  Territory  in  the  sense  that 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Oklahoma  are  Territories.  It  ought  to 
be  a  Territory  of  our  Government  just  the  same  as  those  other  Ter- 
ritories and  have  all  the  rights  and  all  the  privileges  that  those  Ter- 
ritories possess  to-day;  and  the  Alaskans  will  never  be  satisfied — 
never  be  contented — in  my  opinion,  with  any  law  that  does  not  give 
them  all  the  rights  those  other  Territories  possess.     A  Delegate  to 
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this  House  from  an  unorganized  Territory  is  a  departure  from  all 
iormer  precedent.  In  the  absence  of  any  form  of  local  govemmeM, 
it  may  be  impossible  for  a  Delegate  to  properly  represent  the  will 
and  the  wishes  of  the  people,  because  of  a  lack  of  knowledge  in  tte 
premises.  I  know  that  the  people  of  Alaska  are,  in  every  point  of 
view,  abundantly  capable  of  maintaining  a  local  form  of  goverti- 
ment,  such  as  has  always  heretofore  been  accorded  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States. 

I  do  not  fail  to  realize  that  this  bill  of  Senator  Nelson's  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction ;  that  it  will  accomplish  something,  and  I  favor 
it  for  that  reason,  indulging  the  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
■when  the  Congress  must  give  Alaska  what  Alaska  wants — ^Terri- 
torial government.  That  is  what  the  people  up  there  want,  and  that 
is  what  they  ought  to  have.  It  is  right,  and  it  is  American.  Alaska 
is  just  as  much  entitled  to  Territorial  government  to-day  as  Arizona 
or  New  Mexico.  If  we  follow  the  precedents  of  the  past,  we  can 
not  withhold  this  boon  from  the  people  of  Alaska. 

In  the  light  of  all  precedents  and  the  experience  of  the  past  their 
population  warrants  it.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  know  not,  I 
insert  a  table  which  shows  the,  population  of  12  different  States  aiid 
Territories  about  the  time  they  were  given  representation.  Many 
of  them  had  a  Representative  for  some  time  before  the  enumeration 
had  been  made  which  brought  forth  these  figures.  Probably  at  the 
time  of  their  receiving  Delegate  privileges  this  populattion  did  not 
average  3,000  whites  in  each  Territory,  and  they  had  very  little  but 
agricultural  matters  to  \o6^  after,  with  no  comparison  in  commercial 
affairs  to  Alaska  to-day.  Here  is  an  official  table,  which  speaks  for 
itself: 


Date  of 
organization 


Population  by  cexkBus 
nearest  date  of  orgbnl- 
xation. 


Cen- 
sna. 


WTiite. 


Tolml. 


Arizona 

Dakota— North  and  South  . 

Idaho 

nilnola 

Indiana 

Hlchigan 

Minneiota 

Minisalppi 

Montana 

Nevada 

Utah .' 

Washingrtoa 

Wyoming 

Alaska..^ 


Feb. 

Mar. 

Har. 

Feb. 

Hay 

Jan. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Mar. 

July 


2i,1863 
2,1861 
3,18tB 
8,180b 
T,1800 

11,1805 
2,18(9 
7,1798 

26,1864 
2,1863 
9,1850 
2,1853 


1870 
1860 
1870 
1810 
1800 
1810 
1«50 
180O 
1870 
1660 
1850 
1860 
1870 
1880 


9,681 

2,576 

10,818 

U,501 

2,402 

4,618 

6,938 

4,446 

18,306 

6,812 

11,380 

11,138 

8,728 

4,296 

10,000 


9,658 
4,887 
11999 
1^282 
1,617 
4,762 
4,977 
T,600 

T857 
1X380 
U,594 
1,118 
31,062 
ST, 000 


In  1890  the  census  of  Alaska  showed  a  population  of  32,052.  The 
census  report  for  1900  gives  the  population  of  Alaska  as  63,592. 
When  we  consider  the  vast  difficulty  attendant  upon  the  full  and 
correct  enumeration  of  population  in  thickly  settled  and  more  accessi- 
ble districts,  and  how  frequently  the  statement  is  made  even  in  large 
cities  that  the  census  enumerators  failed  to  properly  enumerate  and 
return  a  considerable  per  cent  of  the  population,  then  how  much  more 
likely  is  it  that  in  a  district  like  Alaska,  a  vast  expanse  of  territory 
with  widely  scattered  towns,  settlements,  and  mining  camps,  isolated 
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and  separated,  -without  railroad  and  telegraphic  conununications — 
how  much  more  likely  is  it,  I  say,  that  where  conditions  like  these 
exist  that  the  census  enumeration  has  not  been  fuU  and  complete. 

I  submit,  in  view  of  the  foregoing^  that  it  is  not  an  extravagant 
estimate  to  place  the  present  population  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska 
upward  of  100,000  people,  and  this  population  will  undoubtedly  in- 
crease in  a  greater  ratio  during  the  next  few  years  than  it  has  in  the 
past. 

The  number  of  white  people  were  less  than  5,000  in  1890,  with  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  remainder  Indians  and  mixed.  This  great 
increase  during  the  last  ten  years  has  not  been  caused  by  the  births 
of  natives.  The  Indian  is  rapidly  passing  away,  so  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  census  population  of  G3,592  is  beyond  question  white 
people  who  have  emigrated  from  the  States.  These  persons  dominate 
the  district,  and  in  a  short  time,  through  the  evolution  of  nature,  the 
native  Indian  will  have  become  a  tradition. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  way  of  comparison,  let  me  cite  you  a  few 
cases:  In  the  record  of  Territorial  organizations  we  find  that  Ne- 
braska, embracing  all  the  district  of  country  lying  between  the  Mis- 
souri River  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  extending  from  the  fortieth 
degree  of  latitude  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  was  made  a  Territory  in  1854,  with  a  population  too 
insignificant  to  be  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  preceding  census, 
if,  indeed,  it  were  ascertainable.  Yet  we  find  that  six  years  later  it 
had  attained  a  population  of  only  28,841 — less  than  half  that  of 
Alaska  in  1900.  The  Territory  of  Dakota-,  embracing  what  are  now 
the  States  of  North  and  South  Dakota,  was  organized  in  1861,  having 
for  two  years  previous  maintained  a  provisional  government  of  her 
own,  although  she  was  credited  by  the  census  of  1860  with  a  popula- 
tion of  only  4,837,  which,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country 
induced  by  the  great  civil  war  during  that  decade,  increased  to  the 
extent  of  only  9,544  in  the  next  succeeding  ten  years. 

The  capital  was  established  at  Yankton,  in  the  extreme  southeastern 
end  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  South  Dakota,  distant  from  the  most 
remote  settlements  little,  if  any,  less  than  700  miles.  There  were  no 
railroads  or  wagon  roads,  and  the  means  of  communication,  except 
between  Missouri  River  points,  were  not  only  more  primitive  than  is 
now  the  case  in  Alaska,  but  at  the  same  time  far  more  expensive  and 
dangerous.  The  country  was  a  vast  wilderness  of  treeless  prairie, 
arid  plains,  and  "  bad  lands,"  Avhich,  but  for  the  building  of  sub- 
sidized railroads  in  advance  of  settlement,  would  never  have  become 
the  home  of  any  considerable  number  of  white  men.  It  was  not  then 
known  to  possess  any  of  the  great  natural  resources  of  which  Alaska 
can  now  truthfully  boast,  and  had  the  little  handful  of  hardy  pioneers 
who  set  up  a  government  of  their  own  in  advance  of  Territorial  or- 
ganization been  subjected  to  the  operation  of  a  policy  similar  to  that 
which  long  ago  obtained  in  the  government  of  Alaska,  and  is  still  in 
vogue,  it  is  not  improbable  that  what  are  now  two  great  and  pros- 
perous States  of  the  Union  would  have  remained  to  this  day,  figura- 
tively speaking,  a  wilderness. 

And  so,  sir,  with  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  Territories  when  they  were 
first  organized.  The  facts  and  the  figures  conclusively  prove  that 
Alaska  is  more  entitled  now  to  Territorial  government  than  any  of  the 
Territories  organized  in  the  years  gone  by  west  of  the  Mississippi 
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River.  Why  should  we  deprive  the  citizens  of  Alaska  of  Territorial 
^'overnnient?  Is  there  a  man  here  that  can  give  any  answer,  except 
the  logical  answer  that  Alaska  should  become  a  Territory,  with  all  the 
rights  of  a  Territory  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  district  of  Alaska  is  a  vast  domain  lying  in  the 
extreme  northwestern  corner  of  the  North  American  continent,  on 
Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific.  It  comprises  an  area  of  about 
;'')77,390  statute  square  miles,  with  a  seacoast  of  26,000  miles,  or  nearly 
two  and  one-half  times  the  seacoast  of  the  balance  of  the  United 
States.  The  district  was  acquired  by  purchase  by  the  United  States 
from  EuRsia  for  $7,200,000,  and  the  boundaries  as  laid  down  in  the 
treaty  of  cession  of  March  30,  1867.  are :  "  Commencing  from  the 
southernmost  point  of  the  island  called  '  Prince  of  Wales  Island,' 
which  point  lies  in  the  parallel  of  54°  40'  north  latitude,  and  between 
the  one  hundred  and  thirty-first  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-third  de- 
grees of  west  longitude  (meridian  of  Greenwich),  the  said  line  shall 
ascend  to  the  north  along  the  chaTinel  called  Portland  Canal  as  far 
as  the  point  of  the  continent  where  it  strikes  the  fifty -sixth  degree 
of  north  latitude ;  from  this  last-mentioned  point  the  line  of  demarca- 
lion  shall  follow  the  summit  of  the  mountains  situated  parallel  to 
the  coast  as  far  as  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  one  hundred  and 
forty-first  degree  of  west  longitude  (of  the.  same  meridian),  and 
finally  from  the  said  point  of  intersection  the  said  meridian  line  of 
the  one  hundred  and  fort}'-first  degree  in  its  prolongation  as  far  as 
the  frozen  ocean.  With  reference  to  the  line  of  demarcation  laid 
down  in  the  preceding  article,  it  is  understood,  first,  that  the  island 
called  '  Prince  of  Wales  Island  '  shall  belong  wholly  to  Russia  (now, 
by  cession,  to  the  United  States)  ;  second,  that  whenever  the  summit 
of  the  mountains  which  extend  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  coast 
from  the  fifty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  point  of  intersec- 
tion of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-first  degree  of  west  longitude  shall 
])rove  to  be  at  the  distance  of  more  than  10  marine  leagues  from  the 
ocean,  the  limit  between  the  British  possession  and  the  line  of  coast 
which  is  to  belong  to  Russia  as  above  mentioned  (that  is  to  say,  the 
limit  of  the  possessions  ceded  by  this  convention)  shall  be  formed  by  a 
line  parallel  to  the  winding  of  the  coast,  and  which  shall  never  exceed 
the  distance  of  10  marine  leagues  therefrom.  The  western  limits, 
Avithin  which  the  territories  and  dominion  conveyed  are  contained, 
passes  through  a  point  in  Bering  Straits  on  the  parallel  of  65  degrees 
30  minutes  north  latitude,  and  its  intersection  by  the  meridian  which 
passes  midway  between  the  island  of  Krusenstern,  or  Ignalook,  and 
the  island  of  Ratmanoff,  or  Noonarbook.  and  proceeds  due  north, 
without  limitation,  into  the  same  frozen  ocean.  The  same  western 
limitation,  beginning  at  the  same  initial  point,  proceeds  thence  in  a 
course  nearly  southwest  through  Bering  Straits  and  Bering  Sea,  so 
as  to  pass  midway  between  the  northwest  point  of  the  island  of  .St. 
Lawrence  and  the  southeast  point  of  Cape  Choukotski,  to  the  merid- 
ian of  172  west  longitiide;  thence  from  the  intersection  of  that  merid- 
ian, in  a  southwesterly  direction,  so  as  to  pass  midway  between  the 
island  of  Attou  and  the  Copper  Island  of  the  Kormandorski  couplet 
or  group  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  to  the  meridian  of  193  degrees 
west  longitude,  so  as  to  include  in  the  territory  conveyed  the  Avhole  of 
the  Aleutian  Islands  east  of  the  meridian." 
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This  is  the  vast  domain  of  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  from 
Russia  by  the  treaty  in  1867,  and  when  the  American  people  paid 
Russia  $7,200,000  in  gold  coin  for  the  Territory  of  Alaska  a  great 
outcry  arose  over  the  shameful  extravagance  of  the  Government.  We 
had  purchased,  it  was  alleged  by  these  fault-finders,  a  barren  waste 
of  snow  and  ice,  an  arctic  region  incapable  of  cultivation,  whose  only 
treasure  was  the  seals  that  might  be  killed  along  its  coast.  The  Ad- 
ministration had  squandered  the  money  of  the  people,  and  shrewd 
Russia  was  laughing  in  her  sleeve  over  our  simplicity ! 

It  is  possible  that  Russia  did  laugh  in  her  sleeve  over  the  simplicity 
that  she  imagined  she  had  discovered,  but  it  is  certain  that  by  this 
time  she  has  changed  her  laugh  to  a  sigh  over  the  results  of  her  own 
shortsightedness,  for  Alaska  is  recognized  to-day  as  one  of  the  most 
important  gold-producing  lands  in  the  world.  Her  mines  are  the 
mecca  of  armies  of  prospectors,  who  go  there  to  search  for  the  pre- 
cious ore  that  is  the  foundation  of  the  money  systems  of  the  com- 
mercial world.  She  has  returned  tor  us  in  gold  ore  alone  twenty  times 
more  than  we  paid  Russia  for  her  possession,  and  the  sources  of  her 
golden  treasure  have  as  yet  scarcely  been  scratched. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  mineral  wealth  that  Alaska  promises  to  be  a 
valuable  Territory.  That  claim  alone  would  be  ample  justification 
for  the  purchase  of  the  arctic  land,  but  she  has  other  claims  to  add  to 
this.  Had  anybody  predicted,  when  the  negotiation  for  her  sale  was 
conducted,  that  she  could  ever  assume  to  be  an  agricultural  country, 
he  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  fit  subject  for  treatment  in  a  lunatic 
asylum.  But  we  are  progressing  in  knowledge.  The  Agricultural 
Department  has  been  investigating,  and  it  now  announces  that  certain 
crops  can  be  raised  in  Alaska  at  a  good  profit,  and  that  great  herds  of 
cattle  will  thrive  in  her  friendly  climate. 

Thus  the  purchase  of  Alaska  promises  to  be  one  of  the  wisest  things 
*ver  accomplished  by  our  Government. 

The  great  speech  of  Charles  Sumner,  delivered  in  the  United  States 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  Alaska,  in  the  light  of  to-day  reads 
like  a  marvelous  ptophecy.  Alaska  ceased  years  ago  to  be  called 
''  Seward's  folly."  No  amount  of  money  could  buy  it  from  us  to-day, 
and  ultimately  it  will  make  three  great  States  of  the  Union,  and  no 
doubt  they  will  be  called  "Alaska,""'  Seward,"  and  "  Sumner."  What 
a  monument  Alaska  is  to-day  to  the  wisdom  and  far-sighted  states- 
manship of  Charles  Sumner  and  William  H.  Seward ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  another  reason  for  a  Delegate,  which  must  impress 
itself  with  great  force  upon  every  member,  is  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  relations  with  the  Territory  are  direct  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  a  tenet  of  our  American  creed  that  proper  elective  rep- 
resentation is  the  heritage  of  our  citizenship.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  needs  and  the  requirements  of  the  limitations  of  Alaska  in 
the  past,  I  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  is  not  only  feasible 
for  its  inhabitants  to  elect  and  have  Delegate  representation  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  but  that  its  absolute  necessity  makes  it  a 
matter  of  right  which  we  should  heed  by  speedy  action. 

Alaska  is  a  Territory  whose  prospects,  resources,  and  commercial 
and  political  importance  have  heretofore  been  almost  wholly  unappre- 
ciated by  most  people.  Even  now,  in  the  period  of  Alaska's  marvel- 
ous development,  the  first  thought  of  many  persons  is  that  a  Delegate 
would  be  an  experiment  and  an  unnecessary  expense,  when,  in  fact. 
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of  all  our  outlying  Territories,  Alaska  is  the  one  whose  needs  in  this 
respect  are  paramount.  Its  isolation,  distance,  and  peculiar  surround- 
ings as  to  climate,  soil,  resources,  business  and  trade  conditions,  as 
well  as  population,  render  it  impossible  for  Congress  to  fully  recog- 
nize its  wants  and  exigencies. 

Alaska  has  an  area  of  over  577,000  square,  miles.  It  would  cover 
ona-sixth  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  proper.  Its  resources 
are  simply  wonderful ;  with  its  mines  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  coal, 
its  mighty  forests  of  merchantable  timoer,  its  rich  wealth  of  fur- 
bearing  animals,  its  enormous  fisheries  of  seal,  whale,  salmon,  cod, 
and  halibut,  and  its  already  great  and  commanding  commercial  and 
political  importance.  And  then,  in  connection  with  all  this,  comes 
the  voice  of  a  resistless  and  increasing  flow  of  the  most  manly,  virile, 
and  hardy  people  in  the  world,  who  say,  "  Give  us  the  protection  of  an 
interested  and  sympathetic  government  and  we  will  not  only  support 
ourselves,  but  we  will  return  direct  into  the  United  States  Treasury 
annual  revenues  many  times  multipl3'ing  the  amount  of  her  invest- 
ment by  purchase." 

At  this  point  the  expense  of  an  election  and  the  salary  of  a  Dele- 
gate might  well  be  considered.  There  may  be  inconveniences  in  an 
election  on  the  frontier  to  which  we  are  not  accustomed,  but  that  is 
the  daily  incident  of  the  lives  of  pioneers.  Tenacity  of  purpose  and 
power  of  endurance  are  the  two  essential  qualities  that  took  them 
there.  They  have  great  interests  to  be  looked  after,  and  they  say, 
"  We  want  a  man  at  Washington  who  knows  us,  our  country,  and  our 
business  to  represent  us  and  our  interests." 

It  will  be  of  some  inconvenience  and  expense,  but  they  are  asking 
the  privilege  to  incur  whatever  inconvenience  it  may  be  to  hold  an 
election.  After  that  the  only  question  for  us  to  consider  is:  Is  it 
reasonable  and  practicable?  Those  who  seem  to  be  most  competent 
•to  judge  say  it  is.  As  to  the  expense,  they  pay  it.  That  is  all  there 
is  to  that. 

Looking  at  the  question  in  the  light  of  the  past,  and  by  way  of 
comparison  with  other  portions  of  our  country  that  have  been  made 
Territories  in  our  Union,  I  believe  that  Alaska  is  more  entitled 
to-day  to  Territorial  government  than  seven-tenths  of  the  other  Ter- 
ritories that  were  organized.  I  am  opposed,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
and  of  justice,  and  of  principle,  to  taxing  the  Alaskan  people,  gath- 
ering the  taxes  by  a  Federal  tax  collector,  and,  instead  of  giving  the 
taxes  to  the  people  of  Alaska  for  their  own  local  purposes,  depositing 
the  money  in  the  Federal  Treasury  and  trying  to  govern  Alaska  from 
the  Treasury  Department  or  by  the  Congress,  when  nine-tenths  of 
the  men  in  Congress  know  absolutely  nothing  about  the  people  up 
there,  nor  the  country,  either.  But  that  is  another  story  that  will 
come  up  ere  long,  when  we  legislate  to  give  Alaska  Territorial  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  something  has  been  said  here  regarding  the  im- 
possibility of  holding  an  election  in  Alaska  under  this  bill,  should 
it  become  a  law,  and  that  its  provisions  would  open  the  door  to  frauds 
on  the  ballot  box.  In  my  opinion,  that  conclusion  is  assumed,  far- 
fetched, and  without  justification.  If  this  bill  should  become  a  law 
in  its  present  state,  the  election  of  a  Delegate  in  Congress  from 
Alaska  would  be  just  as  honestly  conducted  as  the  election  for  a 
Representative  in  Congress  in  any  State.     And  the  Delegate  elected 
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would  be,  no  doubt,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Alaskans,  or  in  the  esti- 
mation of  a  majority  of  them,  the  most  competent  man  they  could 
find  to  send  here  to  represent  them,  to  get  their  rights,  and  to  give 
Congress  the  information  desired  regarding  legislation. 

Let  me  say  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  appreciate  all  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Washington  [Mr.  Cushman]  has  done  for  Alaska.  I 
understand  the  difficulties  he  has  had  to  contend  with.  I  am  familiar 
with  the  obstacles  which  were  put  in  his  way.  I  know  he  has  done 
the  very  best  he  could.  He  and  I  substantially  agree  regarding  the 
immediate  legislative  needs  of  Alaska,  but  everything  relating  to 
Alaska  can  not  be  accomplished  in  one  Congress.  This  bill  of  Sen- 
ator Nelson's  is  a  step  in  the  right' direction — a  forward  step  toward 
Territorial  government — and  it  is  apparently  the  very  best  that  we 
can  do  for  the  Alaskans  until  you  pass  my  bill  for  Territorial  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  spoken  of  Alaskan  resources  in  general 
terms  as  a  reason  for  her  recognition.  Her  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
coal,  and  copper,  already  known  to  be  great,  are  considered  by  many 
practically  inexhaustible.  She  has  the  largest  stamp  mill  in  the 
world  at  Treadwell  and  bids  fair  to  become  the  greatest  gold-produc- 
ing country  on  earth.  The  rapid  development  of  the  gold  and  silver 
mining  industry  of  Alaska  during  the  past  four  years  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  production  has  advanced  from  about  $6,000,000  in  1896 
to  about  $37,000,000  in  1905.  This  will  increase,  rather  than  dimin- 
ish. At  present  the  value  of  the  precious  metals  lies  chiefly  in  the 
gold  placers  of  Nome  and  the  interior  regions.  In  the  Nome  region 
some  5,000  square  miles  are  known  to  carry  auriferous  gravels,  while 
in  the  Yukon  Basin  the  area  of  auriferous  gravels  is  probably  several 
times  as  large.  But  it  is  not  all  placer  mining.  I  believe  that  quartz 
mining  is  the  kind  in  which  Alaska  will  be  preeminent  in  the  near 
future  and  that  even  now  it  is  affording  the  finest  illustration  that 
the  world  knows  of  profitable  working  of  low-grade  ore. 

In  the  coast  region  of  southeastern  Alaska  mining  for  gold,  cop- 
per, and  silver  has  been  going  on  for  a  number  of  years.  The  devel- 
opment of  this  industry  has  oeen  especially  rapid  since  1898,  and  it 
promises  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  mining  districts  of  the 
country.  The  discovery  of  copper  deposits  in  Alaska  was  made 
only  six  years  ago,  and  hence  the  development  is  comparatively  in- 
significant, though  there  are  three  districts  in  which  valuable  copper 
ores  have  been  found.  Mining  has  only  been  done  in  the  one  lying 
on  the  coast,  and  many  tons  of  copper  ore  have  been  shipped  from 
the  Territory.  The  investigations  of  the  past  two  years  have  shown, 
however,  that  there  are  unquestionably  vast  undeveloped  copper  de- 
posits in  at  least  three  districts  of  Alaska.  The  coal  of  Alaska  em- 
braces lignites,  bituminous  coal,  and  some  anthracite.  The  lignites 
are  the  most  widely  distributed  of  the  three,  and  are  the  ones  that 
have  been  largely  prospected.  Coal  has  been  found  in  nearly  every 
part  of  the  district,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior.  It  has 
been  mined  at  probably  100  different  localities,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  only  for  local  consumption,  and  the  aggregate  output,  of  which 
there  are  no  authentic  data  available,  would  not  amount  to  more  than 
a  few  thousand  tons  a  year.  The  coal  is  so  widely  distributed  in  the 
district  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  its  most  important  re- 
sources.    It  is  a  conservative  estimate  to  place  the  area  occupied  by 


STATEMENT    OF   HON.   WILLIAM   SULZER.  15 

the  coal-bearing  rocks  at  100,000  square  miles.  Accurate  statements 
can  not  be  made  as  to  the  fi^ires  of  the  fish  industry  for  the  year 
1905,  but  it  can  be  said  that  it  has  been  continually  growing  and  is 
still  in  its  infancy.  More  than  one  hundred  varieties  of  food  fish 
inhabit  the  Alaskan  waters.  The  annual  output  of  salmon  alone  will 
amount  to  more  than  $11,000,000  at  this  time.  The  Territory  alone 
can  feed  the  fish-eating  world.  Alaska  is  a  vast  storehouse  of  unlim- 
ited and  undeveloped  wealth.  No  man  can  predict  the  extent  of  its 
future  possibilities.  We  should  be  generous  to  Alaska — one  of  our 
greatest  assets. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  no  man  can  visit 
Alaska  without  being  deeply  impressed.  Alaska  is  a  wonderful 
country.  No  words  can  adequately  describe  it.  It  is  the  poor  man's 
and  the  rich  man's  and  the  sportsman's  paradise.  It  is  a  wonder- 
land. The  time,  in  my  judgment,  is  at  hand  when  this  vast  terri- 
tor}'  will  be  developed  by  American  genius,  American  capital,  and 
American  enterprise,  and,  take  my  word  for  it,  there  will  be  no  more 
prosperous  section  in  all  this  progi'essive  land  for  American  brawn 
and  American  brain.  Alaska  is  the  place  for  the  new  settler — for 
the  hustler — for  the  man  who  wants  to  go  ahead  and  get  on. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  say  m  conclusion,  I  favor  Senator 
Nelson's  bill,  but  in  doing  so  I  think  I  have  made  it  clear  that  it  is 
only  a  step  forward  in  the  right  direction  to  the  one  boon  the  good 
people  in  Alaska  demand,  and  that  is  Territorial  government. 
Alaska  wants  this;  Alaska  must  have  it;  Alaska  with  her  popula- 
tion of  nearly  100,000  people;  Alaska  with  her  splendid  and  invigor- 
rating  climate;  Alaska  with  her  beautiful  scenery,  her  magnificent 
distances,  her  towering  snow-capped  mountains,  her  majestic  rivers, 
her  fertile  fields,  her  great  industries  of  fish  and  furs  and  timber  and 
agricultural  possibilities;  Alaska  with  her  immense  Avealth  in  gold 
and  copper  and  silver  and  lead  and  iron  and  coal — mineral  wealth 
beyond  the  dreams  of  the  most  imaginative  person  in  the  world; 
Alaska  with  her  brave  and  loyal  and  God-fearing  and  patriotic 
American  citizens;  Alaska  with  her  churches  and  schools,  her  splen- 
did institutions,  her  towns  and  villages ;  Alaska  under  the  blue  dome 
of  the  Union  sky  and  in  the  shadow  of  the  midnight  sun;  Alaska 
with  her  incomparable  natural  resources,  with  her  great  harbors  and 
innumerable  lakes  and  countless  cascades;  Alaska,  in  the  name  of 
all  these  and  more,  in  the  name  of  this  generation  and  for  the  glory 
of  our  institutions,  I  demand  for  you  the  right  of  home  rule,  the 
inestimable  fundamental  American  right  of  self-government — the 
right  which  you  deserve  and  which  ere  long  you  shall  have — the 
right  of  Territorial  government. 


THE  RAILROAD  RATE  BILL 


AND    THE 


GOVERNMENT  REGULATION  OF  INTERSTATE 
COMMON  CARRIERS. 


Just  and  reasonable  railway  rates  and  Government  regulation  of  interstate 
commerce  ttansportat'on  compaiiia  is  cne  of  the  mo;t  Important  questions  now 
before  the  American  people. 

It  will  never  be  settled  until  it  is  settled  right. 

The  highways  of  commerce,  the  avenue;  of  industry,  and  the  byways  of  trade 
must  be  open  to  all ;  and  every  shipper  and  every  producer  must  be  treated  exactly 
alike — no  midnight  tariffs,  no  rebates,  no  discriminations,  and  no  favoritism. 
"   I  am  with  the  people  in  this  fight.     It  is  either  Government  regulation  now  or 
Government  ownership  hereafter.     Let  the  railways  take  their  choice. 

The  railroads  must  be  the  servants  of  the  people,  not  their  masters. 
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The  House  beins  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  and  havlns  unjei-  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  12987)  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  rcsulatc  commerce.''  approved  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1887,  and  all  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission — 

Mr.  SULZER  said: 

Mr.  CHAiRitAN  :  It  was  not  my  intention  to  spealc  during  tlie 
general  debate  on  tlie  pending  measure,  because  I  did  not  expect 
to  get  tlie  time.  However,  by  tlie  courtesy  of  my  friend  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Adamson].  and  quite  unexpectedly,  and  I  might 
say  quite  uuprei>aredly,  I  am  afforded  at  tliis  inopportune  time 
the  privilege  of  having  my  say  on  tliis  all-important  subject — a 
matter  of  much  moment  to  all  the  people  of  the  land,  and 
affecting  more  or  less  intiniatel.v  every  section  of  our  country — 
the  question  of  the  fixing  of  railway  rates  and  the  regulation  of 
r.-iilroad  and  other  tran.sportation  companies  doing  an  inter- 
state-commerce business  in  tlie  I'nited  States. 

I  thank  my  friend  from  Georgia  for  his  kindness  in  yielding 
to  me  his  time,  and  I  grasi)  tlie  opportunity  to  use  some  of  it, 
because  I  realize  that  if  I  did  not  take  advantage  of  it  now.  I 
might  not  get  a  chance  to  spealc  to-morrow,  when  the  debate  on 
the  bill  will  close ;  and  I  know  by  sad  experience  in  this  House 
that  when  the  bill  is  to  be  road  and  is  open  for  amendment,  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  there  will  bo  little  or  no  debate  permitted 
hy"  those  having  this  measure  in  charge.  The  bill.  I  am  in- 
formed, is  going  to  be  rushed  through  the  House — railroaded,  as 
it  were — regardle.'is  of  its  detects  and  its  omLssions  and  its 
inconq)loteuess,  and  all  amendments  that  Members  desire  to 
offer  to  strengthen  the  measure  are  to  be  quickl.v  voted  down, 
and  the  bill  .iust  as  it  came  from  the  committee  passed  on  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  sacrilie  Senate. 

I\Ir.  Chairman,  in  my  oi)inion.  this  matter  of  just  and  reason- 
able railroad  rates  and  the  governmental  regulation  of  trans- 
X)ortation  companies  doing  an  interstate-coimnerco  busine.ss  is 
one  of  the  most  important  questions  now  before  the  American 
people.  It  is  a  live  question,  and  no  matter  what  we  do  now, 
or  say  now,  you  know  and  I  know  tliat  it  is  here  to  stay  until 
it  is  settled  and  settled  right :  and  the  problem  never  will  be 
solved,  and  the  issue  will  never  down,  until  it  is  solved  and 
.settled  for  th^  best  interest  of  all  the  people,  and  not  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  selfisli  few. 

I  have  given  much  careful  sttidy  to  this  great  subject.  I 
know  .sonietliing  about  it.  As  a  legislator  trying  my  best  to  do 
my  duty  as  I  see  it  to  all  the  people.  I  have  given,  and  will  con- 
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tirine  to  give,  my  very  best  efforts  to  help  in  the  solution  of  the 
mnny  problems  we  are  cfilled  upon  in  these  matters  to  determine, 
and  they  should  be  solved  and  determined  by  us  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness  and  equality  and  equity  to  all  concerned.  The  high- 
ways of  commerce,  the  avenues  of  industry,  the  byways  of 
trade  must  be  open  to  all;  and  every  shipper  and  every  pro- 
ducer must  be  treated  exactly  alike — no  midnight  tariffs,  no  re- 
bates, no  discriminations,  and  no  favoritism.  Equal  rights  to  all 
and  special  privileges  to  none  must  be  our  watchword.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

Now,  sir,  we  all  realize,  I  believe,  that  the  great  iutei-state- 
transportation  agencies  of  our  country  are  here  to  stay.  They 
are  essential  to  the  business  of  the  country.  They  can  not  be 
dispensed  with  nor  destroyed.  They  are  as  fixed  in  our  commer- 
cial life  as  the  hours  of  the  day,  and  as  immutable  in  our  in- 
dustrial existence  as  the  mediiun  of  exchange.  Their  mileage, 
and  their  equii)ment,  and  their  wealth,  and  their  power,  and 
their  influence  will  not  diminish,  but  will  increase  more  and 
more  as  the  years  come  and  go.  They  Avill  continue  to  domi- 
nate the  people  if  the  people  do  not  tal^e  action  to  control  and 
to  regulate  them.  The  people  of  the  country  are  aroused  on 
this  question.  They  will  keep  up  the  fight  until  it  is  won. 
You  can  beat  the  people  to-day,  you  can  deceive  the  people  to- 
morrow, but  the  contest  between  right  and  ^\Tong  will  go  on,  and 
sooner  or  later  the  people  will  win.  I  am  with  the  people  in 
this  fight.  It  is  either  Government  regulation  now,  or  Govern- 
ment ownership  hereafter — take  your  choice.  [Applause.]  As 
the  President  said  on  this  subject  in  his  message  to  the  Congress 
In  December,  1904,  the  Government  must  in  increasing  degi-ee 
supervise  and  regulate  the  workings  of  the  railways  engaged  in 
interstate  commerce,  and  such  increased  supervision  is  the  only 
alternative  to  an  increase  of  the  present  evils  on  the  one  hand 
or  a  still  more  radical  policy  on  the  otlier. 

I  read  not  long  ago,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  more  than  80  per 
cent  of  the  enormous  railroad  mileage  which  to-day  gridirons 
the  United  States  has  been  constructed  since  the  civil  war. 
AVe  have  over  215.C0O  miles  of  main  railroad  tracks,  and  the 
giant  spider  is  still  spreading  Its  web  of  steel  in  every  and  all 
directions.  And  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  tracks,  and  sidings  and  terminals,  the  total 
foots  up  to  nearly  300,000  miles  of  steel  railroad  trucks.  Just 
think  of  that !  Sufficient  to  go  twelve  times  around  the  earth, 
or  make  a  journey  to  the  moon,  if  such  a  thing  were  possible, 
and  have  miles  and  miles  to  spare.  We  are  indeed  the  gi-eatest 
railroad  country  on  earth,  and  will  continue  to  be  for  a  century 
to  come.  And  if  we  pause  to  consider  these  marvelous  figures 
and  facts  we  nnist  be  impressed  with  the  consciousness  of  the 
far-reaching  power  and  effect  of  the  railway  influence  in  every 
line  of  Imnian  industry,  and  if  we  stop  to  analyze  the  volume  of 
traffic  handled  we  can  not  fail  to  realize  how  greatly  the  rail- 
way systems  of  our  country  enter  into  every  phase  of  modern 
life. 

In  3894  the  railroads  carried  638,000,000  tons  of  freight.  In 
1904  the  figures  more  than  doubled  and  reached  the  enonnous 
total  of  1,300,000,000  tons,  with  aggregate  traffic  earnings 
amounting  to  the  enormous  total  of  .f  1,977,(338,713.  Last  year 
they  did  a  largely  increased  business,  and  the  figures  for  1906 
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•will  greatly  exceed  tbose  of  last  year.  In  1805  the  records 
show  that  527.421,000  pas.sengers  were  carried ;  in  1904  the 
figures  increased 'to  715,419,000.  and  when  the  reports  for  la:st 
year  are  at  hand  a  much  larger  increase  will  be  evident.  The 
figures  are  bewildering  and  the  facts  as  startling  as  they  are 
astonishing;   and  the  end  is  not  yet. 

To  transport  this  vast  number  of  passengers  and  gigantic 
amount  of  freight,  including  all  varieties  of  foodstuffs,  there 
were  utilized  47,000  engines.  40,000  passenger  cars,  and  1,700,000 
freight  cars.  In  the  operation  of  this  great  network  of  rail- 
ways more  than  1.250,000  men  are  directly  employed,  of  which 
52.000  are  engine  drivers,  55,000  firemen,  40,000  conductor.*!,  and 
100,000  trainmen. 

Of  course,  I  know  figures  are  usually  uninteresting;  but 
these  figures  are  alive  with  human  interest  and  full  of  flesh  and 
blood  activity,  because  they  have  to  do  not  only  witli  men  and 
measures,  but  also  with  our  national  commercial  life  and  our 
fundamental  political  and  industrial  institutions,  which  should 
safeguard  the  interests  of  all  the  i)eople — but  more  often  do 
not — and  the  home  life,  and  the  very  existence  of  every  man 
who  works  for  a  livelihood  and  earns  his  bread  in  the  sweat  of 
his  face.     [Applau.se.] 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  interstate  common-carrier  systems 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  simply  marvel- 
ous, and  tl'.e  tremendous  jwwer  thoj-  wield  to-day  in  the  intimate 
political  and  social  and  economic  life  of  tlie  country  is  truly 
iiiconcoivabie.  The  average  man  who  rides  on  a  railroad  train 
in  comfort  and  in  luxury  to  a  distant  point  has  little  conception 
of  how  the  railway  affects  even  the  most  intimate  details  of  his 
existence.  It  is  tlie  power  that  dictates  political  conventions 
and  makes  nominations;  that  seats  its  well-paid  lawyers  in  the 
courts  of  justice ;  that  rules  legislatures ;  that  subsidizes  the 
press ;  that  dominates  tlio  National  Congress,  and  tliat  compels 
all  of  us.  who  must  eat  to  maintain  life,  to  pay  the  price  for 
food  which  the  big  transi)ortation  interests  fix  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. 

From  a  systematic  investigation  of  existing  conditions  and  a 
careful  examination  of  governmental  statistics,  I  fearlessly  as- 
sert that  the  time  is  now  at  hand  wlien  the  Government  must 
take  decisive  action  to  regulate  the  great  railways  and  great 
public  transportation  utilities  of  the  country  doing  an  inter- 
state-commerce l)usiness,  or  they  will  ere  long  absolutely  own 
and  control  the  Government,  and,  through  their  great  tentacles 
stretching  out  in  everj-  direction,  they  will  bo  able  to  strangle 
competition,  crush  commercial  endeavor,  paralyze  individual 
industrialism,  and  create  the  trust  of  all  trusts  and  the  monopoly 
of  all  monopolies. 

These  giant  public  utility  tran,?portation  companies,  travers- 
ing as  they  do  ever,y  part  of  our  national  domain,  are  so  vital 
a  part  of  our  comple.v  industrial  and  economical  and  political 
life  that  their  influence  affects  all  things  which  go  to  make  up 
our  existence  from  day  to  day.  I  believe  the  people  are  just 
awakening  to  the  consciousness  of  the  real  facts  and  the  true 
situation,  and  in  the  study  of  the  prol)lem  of  the  cost  of  living 
are  finding  out  for  them.selves  what  recent  economic  writers 
have  sliown  conclusively,  and  that  is  how  the  control  and  the 
power  and  the  operation  of  railroads  in  this  country  overshadow 
every  otlior  factor  of  human  existence. 
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And  so,  sir,  knowing  wiiat  I  do  about  the  facts  and  the  condi- 
tions, and  feeling  as  I  do  on  this  subject,  I  welcome  remedial 
legislation,  and  shall  favor  any  bill  that  will  c'orrect  the  abuses 
and  remedy  the  evils  incident  to  the  subject-matter  now  under 
consideration.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  carefully  listened  to  the  several  clever 
speeches  which  have  been  delivered  during  the  consideration  of 
this  measure.  These  brilliant  forensic  efforts,  however,  have 
failed,  to  my  mind,  to  greatly  illumine  the  subject  or  to  impart 
to  us  very  much  valuable  information.  The  time  consumed  in 
this  debate,  nevertheless,  may  not  have  been  altogether  wasted. 
Far  from  it;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  strange  that  no  two 
Members  who  have  discussed  the  bill  agree  as  to  just  what 
It  means  and  as  to  just  what  it  will  do.  In  justice  to  myself 
I  want  to  say  that  I  do  not  agree  with  all  that  has  been  said 
in  favor  of  the  pending  bill,  and  neither  do  I  concur  in  all  that 
has  been  said  against  the  bill.  We  all  appear  to  agree  that 
the  measure  under  consideration  is  not  a  perfect  bill,  intended 
to  remedy  every  evil  incident  to  the  subject-matter.  I  do  not 
think  that  even  its  distinguished  author,  for  whose  abilities  in 
these  matters  I  have  great  admiration,  will  seriously  assert 
such  a  claim.  Take  this  bill  all  in  all,  and  the  best  that  am 
be  claimed  for  it,  in  my  judgment,  is  that  it  is  only  a  feeble 
effort  to  correct,  in  a  doubtful  way  and  to  a  limited  degree, 
long-standing  and  patent  and  glaring  abuses.  Will  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape  even  do  this?  I  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will 
to  some  extent,  and  if  it  does  it  will  accomplish  something; 
and  believing  that  it  will  do  some  good,  that  it  will  remedy  some 
evils,  that  it  will  correct  some  abuses,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill ; 
because  with  all  its  faults,  with  all  its  doubts,  with  all  its  omis- 
sions, with  all  its  defects,  I  sincerely  hope,  and  I  want  to  hon- 
estly believe,  that  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction — a  legislative 
advance — a  Congressional  stride  forward  along  right  lines  for 
the  benefit  of  the  many  against  the  selfish  interests  of  the  few. 
[Applause.] 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  said,  there  are  some  things  about 
this  bill  that  I  do  not  like,  and  that  I  would  change  if  I  could 
have  my  way.  I  trust  I  will  be  forgiven  by  the  sponsors  of 
the  bill  if  I  indulge  in  a  few  criticisms  of  the  measure,  and,  by 
way  of  suggestion,  point  out  some  glaring  defects  that  should 
be  cured  by  amendment  to  make  the  legislation  more  effective. 
The  bill  is  a  long  one,  but  not  a  very  comprehensive  measure. 
It  is  an  amendment  to  the  interstate-commerce  act,  and  pur- 
IK>rts  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission. The  committee  reporting  the  bill  generously  admit 
that  in  its  preparation  they  were  aided  by  the  study  of  all  the 
bills  introduced  by  Members  on  this  subject,  and  I  want  to  say 
that  I  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  this  session  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  a  bill  in  the  right  direction,  a  bill  that  I  seriously 
believe  if  enacted  into  law  would,  to  a  very  great  extent,  ef- 
fectually put  a  stop  to  railroad  rebates  and  transportation  dis- 
criminations. It  is  a  short  bill  and  a  simple  bill  and  a  compre- 
hensive bill.  I  do  not  know  what  consideration  it  received 
from  the  committee  reporting  the  bill  before  us,  but  I  do  know 
that  if  it  were  a  part  of  the  law  not  a  transportation  com- 
pany in  the  land  would  dare  violate  its  provisions,  because  if  it 
did  the  doors  of  a  felon's  jail  would  open  to  receive  the  offi- 
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cials  of  the  company  granting  the  rebate  or  discrimination,  as 
well  as  the  shipper  receiving  the  gratuity  and  the  favoritism. 
I  have  no  vanity  in  the  matter.  I  am  seeking  results  for  the 
best  interests  of  all  the  people. 

I  do  not  claim  perfection  for  my  bill,  like  some  of  the  zealous 
advocates  of  the  pending  bill  claim  for  the  measure  now  before 
us :  but  I  do  claim  that  my  bill,  to  say  the  least,  will  go  very  far 
toward  the  serious  solution  of  the  many  problems  confronting 
us,  and.  in  my  opinion,  have  a  beneficial  tendency  to  correct 
present  interstate  transportation  abuses.  I  believe  that  one  of 
tlie  greatest  evils  complained  about  in  all  these  matters  is  the 
rebate  abuse,  by  which  an  unjust  discrimination  is  made  be- 
tween shippers  and  a  rebate  given  back  to  one  shipper,  or  to 
several  shippers,  which  all  the  others  must  contribute  to  by  pay- 
ing an  exorbitant  rate. 

This  l)ill.  sir,  which  I  introduced  (H.  R.  8414)  to  amend  the 
interstate-commerce  act,  and  wliich  is  referred  to  in  tlie  report 
of  the  committee,  would,  in  my  opinion,  effectually  put  a  stop  to 
rebates  by  making  the  rebate,  if  one  is  given,  the  maximum 
rate — that  is  to  say,  the  rate  paid  minus  the  rebate  would  stand 
as  the  higliest  rate.  If  this  bill  were  a  law  I  am  satisfied  that 
110  railroad  or  other  transportation  company  could  give  a  rel)ate 
without  tl)e  fact  being  quickly  found  out  by  some  shijiper  who 
was  discriminated  against,  and  .iust  as  soon  as  the  fact  of  the  re- 
bate was  established  the  Commission  would  fix  the  rate  charged 
minus  tlie  rebate  as  the  maximum  rate.  I  believe  if  some  pro- 
vision of  that  kind  were  put  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
with  a  criminal  penalty  clause  for  its  violation,  it  would  effec- 
tually do  away  with  rebates;  but  I  would  go  further  in  this  mat- 
ter and  make  it  a  felony  for  any  official  connected  with  a  rail- 
road companj',  or  other  transportation  system,  doing  an  inter- 
state commerce  business,  to  grant  a  rebate,  or  for  any  sliipper 
over  the  line  to  receive  a  rebate.  If  this  were  the  law  I  am  sat- 
isfied there  would  be  no  more  rebates  and  that  the  evil  would 
cease  for  all  time  to  come  .     [Applause.] 

AVe  should  make  the  punishment  fit  the  crime,  and  if  we  do  I 
believe  there  will  be  no  more  railroad  rebates.  X*ut  in  the  bill 
a  provision  making  the  giving  or  the  receiving  of  a  rebate  a 
criminal  offense,  punishable  by  a  long  term  of  imprisomuent.  and 
I  say  to  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  and 
to  the  Members  of  this  House,  and  I  say  to  the  country,  that 
there  would  not  be  a  railroad  or  interstate  transportation  com- 
panj- that  would  give  a  reljate,  and  no  shipper  would  dare  re- 
ceive a  rebate  for  love  or  money.  [Applause.]  You  will  never 
stop  this  iniquitous  system  of  rebate  favoritism  and  discrimina- 
tion until  you  point  to  the  prison  doors.  If  this  bill  were  in- 
tended to  carry  out  the  rocommendations  of  the  President  it 
would  contain  a  provision  of  this  kind  and  the  problem,  so  far 
as  secret  rebates  are  concerned,  would  be  solved,  and  you  never 
again  would  hear  a  shipper  complain  about  a  railroad  or  any 
other  great  public-utility  transportation  company  doing  an  inter- 
state-commerce business  giving  a  secret  rebate.     [Applause.] 

But  here  we  have  the  inianimous  report,  tlie  concentrated  wis- 
dom, of  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce,  and  after  laboring  industriously  tor  a  year 
[laughter]  they  bring  forth  this  remarkable  document  [laugh- 
ter], this  bill  of  twenty-six  long  pages  of  uncertain  phrases, 
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that  a  Philadelphia  lawyer  can  not  comprehend  [laughter],  and 
which,  I  undertake  to  say,  if  placed  on  the  statute  books  in  its 
present  shape  and  ultimately  held  to  be  constitutional,  will  not 
accomplish  the  purpose  desired  by  the  people  of  the  country 
who  have  been  complaining  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century 
against  these  unjust  and  unreasonable  rates,  these  railroad 
favorltisms,  and  these  interstate  transportation  discriminations. 
[Applause.] 

I  can  demonstrate  it,  I  think,  in  a  very  few  words.  If  the 
gentlemen  interested  will  glance  at  page  11  of  this  bill,  section 
15,  they  will  find  there  what  may  aptly  be  termed  the  v.'eak  link 
in  the  chain  of  this  measure.  [Laughter.]  On  page  11,  line  5, 
section  15,  the  bill  prescribes  the  procedure  of  the  Commission 
to  fix  and  establish  "  a  fair  and  just  and  reasonable  rate." 
Then  follows  this  significant  language : 

"  That  such  order  shall  go  into  effect  thirty  days  after  notice 
to  the  carrier,  and  shall  remain  in  force  and  be  observed  by  the 
carrier  unless  " — ^mark  the  language.  Here  is  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  little  joker  in  this  bill  [laughter] — "  unless  the  same  shall 
be  suspended  or  modified  or  set  aside  by  the  Commission,  or 
suspended  or  modified  or  set  aside  by  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction." Here  is  the  committee's  little  black  man.  [Ijaughter.] 
This  is  the  African  in  the  railroad  wood  pile.  [Laughter.]  Can 
these  words  be  misunderstood?  I  think  not  I  believe  the 
railroads  of  the  land  and  their  lawyers  are  aware  of  their  sig- 
nificance. I  believe  they  know  the  import  of  this  section,  and  I 
want  to  submit  in  all  candor  [laughter]  to  the  railroad  lawyers 
of  the  country  how  they  interpret  these  words  in  the  last  line, 
to  wit :  "  Or  be  suspended  or  set  aside  by  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction?"  They  know  now  what  these  words  mean.  I 
think  I  know  what  they  mean,  but  the  people  who  want  railroad- 
rate  legislation  will  find  out  later  what  they  mean.  [Laughter 
and  applause.] 

The  word  "  suspended,"  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  used  in  this 
section  of  the  bill  advisedly,  and  it  was  put  in  there  to  baffle 
the  efforts  of  those  most  anxious  to  accomplish  something  for 
the  relief  of  the  shippers  of  the  country  from  unjust  railroad 
rates  and  discriminations.  I  am  aware  that  the  word  "  sus- 
pended"  has  a  well-known  definition.  [Laughter.]  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe,  however,  that  some  of  us  just  now  fail  to 
grasp  the  real  significance  of  the  word  [laughter]  ;  but  if  this 
bill  becomes  a  law  in  its  present  shape  those  now  crying  at  the 
doors  of  Congress  for  relief  against  railroad  extortion  will  soon 
find  out  the  fatality  and  the  significance  of  the  word  "  sus- 
pended." [Laughter.]  Then  some  of  us  will  be  "suspended" 
by  our  trusting  constituents.  [Laughter.]  The  whole  object 
sought  by  this  remedial  legislation  may  "hang"  on  this  omi- 
nous word  "  suspended."  [Laughter  and  applause.]  And  when 
the  poor  and  injured  shipper  complains  to  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  created  by  this  bill,  consisting  of  seven 
members  hereafter  to  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  seven  years, 
at  an  annual  salary  of  $10,000 — and  I  can  imagine  the  struggle 
of  the  railroads  to  get  just  the  right  kind  of  men  on  this  new 
comuHssion — when  the  shipper  makes  his  complaint,  and  the 
Ojnimission  fixes  the  rate — that  is  to  say,  makes  its  order  es- 
tablishing a  fair  and  just  and  reasonable  rate — I  can  see  in  my 
minds  eye  tlie  temporary  joy  of  the  shipper,  until  the  railroad 
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lawyer  rushes  into  court  and  during  tlie  thirty  days  allowed 
gets  an  injunction  "  suspending  "  tlie  order  of  the  Commission, 
and  then  what  is  the  poor  shipper  to  do?  Why,  go  on  paying 
the  old  railroad  rate  just  the  same  as  before.  That  is  the  way 
it  will  be  done.     [Applause.] 

Let  us,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  assume  a  case  and  follow  it 
to  its  logical  end.  This  bill  in  its  present  shape  becomes  a  law. 
The  new  Commission,  we  will  assume,  has  been  appointed  and  a 
shipper  who  has  been  discriminated  against  for  years,  or  who  has 
been  injured  by  rebates,  who  has  been  getting  poorer  and  poorer 
while  some  other  favored  shipper,  who  has  been  profiting  by  his 
misfortunes,  is  getting  richer  and  richer,  maltes  complaint  before 
the  Commission  and  establishes  that  the  rate  he  is  paying  is 
unjust.  The  Commission,  on  all  the  testimony  adduced,  is  satis- 
fied his  complaint  is  justified  and  thereupon  makes  an  order 
fixing  a  just  and  reasonable  rate.  Tliat  order  will  not  go  into 
effect  for  thirty  days,  and  before  it  can  go  into  effect — that  is, 
during  the  thirty  days,  if  the  order  is  not  satisfactory  to  the 
railroad  company — the  railroad  lawyer  will  go  into  a  court  of 
"  competent  jurisdiction  "  and  get  an  injunction  "  suspending  " 
the  order.  Then  the  shipi")er  will  have  to  pay  the  old  extor- 
tionate rate,  and  if  he  wants  to  fight  the  matter  he  must  hire  an 
experienced  lawyer  to  carry  the  case  up  on  appeal,  and  before 
the  court  of  last  resort  adjudicates  the  matter  between  the  rail- 
road company  and  the  shipper  to  see  whether  an  injustice  has 
been  done  or  not.  the  shipper's  business  will  be  "  suspended  " 
[laughter]  or  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  and  unless  the  shipper 
is  a  well-to-do  and  a  shrewd  and  a  sagacious  and  a  pertinacious 
business  man  he  will  be  "  suspended  "  ere  the  final  judgment  of 
the  case  in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  [Great  laughter 
and  applause.] 

With  all  due  respect  to  the  erudite  authors  and  distinguished 
sponsors  of  the  pending  bill,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
provision  can  be  materially  changed  for  the  better  by  an  amend- 
ment 1  shall  suggest.  If  tlie  bill  becomes  a  law  in  its  present 
shape,  I  am  afraid  it  will  accomplish  very  little  of  lasting  bene- 
fit to  the  shippers  and  producers  of  the  country,  and  will  Iiave 
a  tendency  to  c-ause  endless  delay,  and  interminable  litigation, 
and  perhaps  be  the  means  of  defeating  the  very  object  desired 
and  sought  to  be  accomplished.  I  am  in  earnest  about  this  mat- 
ter. I  want  to  be  fair.  I  do  not  want  to  create  discord.  I  have 
no  desire  to  find  fault.  I  shall  not  be  captious  in  my  criticism 
of  the  per.ding  bill.  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  hut  I  want  to  make 
it  effectual — I  want  to  mal^e  it  really  reach  the  evils  involved 
and  permanently  cure  thorn  in  the  speediest  possible  way.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

I  am  with  the  people  in  this  railroad  fight  for  justice.  I 
have  great  personal  regard  for  the  distinguislied  chairman  of 
the  conunittec  reporting  tliis  bill,  but  I  would  he  false  to  my- 
self and  to  this  great  cause  if  I  did  not  honestly  say  that  I 
believe  that  he  and  all  tlie  meiuliers  of  the  committee  could 
have  presented  to  this  House,  under  all  the  circumstances,  a  lery 
much  better  bill,  and  I  trust  I  will  he  pardoned  if  I  am  im- 
pelled ])y  my  sense  of  duty,  and  my  conception  of  the  gravity  of 
the  situation,  and  the  importance  of  the  subject-matter,  to 
point  out  in  the  kindliest  way  some  of  the  serious  defects,  some 
of  (lie  glaring  errors,  and  what  I  consider  after  all  the  vital 
weakness  of  the  pending  measure,  [.\pplause.] 
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Hence,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  regret  to  say  that  I  can  not  and  I 
do  not  altogether  agree  with  some  of  my  colleagues  who  are 
congratulating  themselves,  and  the  committee,  on  the  unanimity 
of  the  report  In  favor  of  this  measure,  and  that  the  bill  in  its 
present  shape  is  going  to  pass  the  House  by  a  practically  unani- 
mous vote.  It  is  true  that  the  bill  comes  before  the  House  with 
a  most  harmonious  report ;  but  a  unanimous  report  from  a 
committee  on  an  important  piece  of  legislation  lilie  this  against 
great  centralized  corporate  interests  Is  not  an  evidence  to  my 
mind  that  the  bill  is  a  perfect  measure  and  a  complete  remedy 
for  existing  evils.  As  an  old  and  experienced  legislator,  having 
served  for  some  time  in  two  capitals,  it  is  my  opinion  that  In  a 
gi-eat  many  instances  where  the  report  of  a  committee  is 
unanimous  in  favor  of  a  bill,  especially  a  bill  of  such  great 
magnitude  as  the  one  under  consideration,  which  affects  so 
many  intrenched  and  powerful  interests  and  which  has  met 
with  so  much  opposition  heretofore  from  the  very  interests 
afCected — I  say  that  the  unanimity  is  susceptible  to  the  con- 
struction that  the  bill  is  so  drawn  that  somebody  is  going  to 
be  fooled.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  those  who  want 
this  legislation  or  those  who  do  not  want  it,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  that  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  that 
those  who  want  it  will  be,  to  say  the  least,  disappointed. 

I  believe  that  if  the  gi-eat  interstate  transportation  companies 
were  opposed  to  this  bill  their  power  and  their  influence  would  be 
so  far-reaching  that  there  would  be  a  great  deal  more  opposition 
to  the  bill  than  at  present  is  evident.  It  is  a  fair  assumption 
to  believe  that  if  the  railroads  of  this  country  were  opposed  to 
this  bill  the  measure  would  not  meet  with  a  practically  unani- 
mous vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  do  not  want  to 
go  into  details.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  elaborate  the  propo- 
sition. I  have  no  desire  to  be  a  carping  critic.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  disturb  the  placid  waters  existing  at  present  in  this  body. 
Of  course  I  assume  that  the  great  transportation  companies  of 
the  country  have  felt  for  some  time  that  the  demands  of  the 
people  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  for  the  abolition  of  re- 
bates, and  for  more  just  and  reasonajjle  railway  rates  would 
have  to  be  acceded  to  sooner  or  later,  and  perhaps  they  are 
willing  to  accept  this  weali  and  doubtful  measure  rather  than 
run  the  risk  of  further  arousing  public  indignation  and  the 
enactment  of  more  drastic  legislation  to  curb  the  power  of  these 
great  interstate  transportation  companies. 

Everyone  familiar  with  the  subject  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
for  years  there  have  been  secret  rebates  and  unlawful  discrimi- 
nations by  railroad  companies  and  other  transportation  corpora- 
tions to  favored  shippers.  These  discriminations  and  these  fa- 
voritisms  are  criminal  and  must  be  stopped,  and  if  the  laws  on 
the  statute  book  now  are  not  strong  enough  to  put  a  stop  to 
them,  then  we  must  make  new  laws  rigid  enough  to  put  an  end 
to  them  in  this  countiy  forever.  Whether  this  bill  will  stop 
them  or  not  I  do  not  now  undertake  to  say,  but  I  do  hope  that 
the  bill  will  be  materially  amended  ere  it  becomes  a  law,  with 
the  object  of  more  effectually  stopping  them.  I  know  of  no 
greater  injustice  to  the  producers  of  our  country  than  to  have  a. 
transportation  company  give  a  rebate  to  one  shipper  at  the  ex- 
pense of  all  the  others.  There  should  be  no  favoritism ;  the  rate 
should  be  the  same  for  all  shippers  and  for  all  producers ;  equal 
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rates,  equal  rights,  and  equal  opportunities  for  all  should  be  the 
rule.  But  we  kuow  the  history  of  tlie  past,  and  we  do  know  of 
many  cases  where  one  sliipper  has  been  favored  at  tlie  expense 
of  all  the  other  shippers  until  the  favored  shipper  controlled  the 
product  or  the  industry,  drove  out  of  business  every  competitor, 
and  ultimately  secured  a  complete  monopoly. 

If  you  will  read  the  testimony  which  has  been  adduced  In 
several  investigations  heretofore  held  at  tlie  instance  of  the 
Government  you  will  readily  comprehend  the  truth  of  this  propo- 
sition. But  I  do  not  care  at  this  time  to  go  into  details  or  to  be 
too  critical.  I  am  an  optimist  and  not  a  pessimist;  I  hope  for 
the  best ;  and  I  trust  the  bill  will  be  materially  amended  and 
become  a  law  and  accomplish  some  good.  I  shall  do  my  l)est 
to  improve  the  bill  by  amendments,  if  they  will  be  permitted ; 
but  I  can  not  refrain  now  from  telling  what  I  actually  believe 
and  to  voice  my  convictions  and  say  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape  is  not  satisfactory  to  the  real  friends  of  Federal  regula- 
tion. It  is  a  good  deal  of  a  makeshift ;  it  is  weak ;  it  is  apolo- 
getic, and  the  railroads  are  not  opposing  it.  That  puts  me  on 
Inquiry.  The  unanimity  with  which  it  is  going  through  this 
House  also  lends  color  to  the  suspicion  that  the  railway  inter- 
ests of  the  country  see  no  danger  in  its  wisliy-washy  provisions. 

It  looks  to  me  as  if  the  fight  for  a  square  deal  from  the  rail- 
roads is  far  from  won,  and  the  friends  of  rate  reform  and  gov- 
ernmental regulation  of  interstate  transportation  companies 
must  keep  up  the  fight  and  fight  harder  than  ever.     [Applause.] 

It  is  apparent  to  me  that  if  this  bill  were  intended  to  compel 
the  railroads  to  live  up  to  the  law  now  on  the  statute  books,  it 
it  were  a  bill  to  force  the  transportation  companies  to  give  fair 
and  just  and  reasonable  rates  to  evei-y  producer  and  to  every 
shipper,  you  would  find  these  halls  filled  with  railroad  lawyers 
and  transportation  lobbyists  protesting  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill ;  and  I  am  frank  to  say  that  the  bill  would  not  meet 
with  so  very  little  opposition.  But  I  have  not  heard  of  a  rail- 
road protesting  against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  have  yet  to 
learn  of  a  transportation  company  sending  to  the  House  objec- 
tions to  the  enactment  of  this  legislation ;  and  I  have  not  seen 
nor  heard  of  a  single  railroad  lawyer  who  has  been  sent  here  to 
argue  against  the  jirogress  of  the  bill ;  and  so,  as  I  say.  I  am 
inclined  to  be  doubtful  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  tlie  remedy  pro- 
posed in  tlie  pending  measure.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  GROSVEXOR.     Mr.  Cliairnian 

The  CHAIRJIAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Now  York  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio? 

Mr.   SULZER.     Yes ;  I  always  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  GROSVEXOR.  AVould  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
know  a  lobbyist  when  he  -saw  one? 

Mr.  SULZIIR.  Well,  that  depends.  There  are  lobbyists  and 
lo1>l)ijists,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  very  familiar  with  either 
cla.ss;  but  I  think  I  do  know  a  few  railroad  lawyers  when  I 
see  them.  [Laughter.]  I  have  been  a  practitioner  of  the  law 
in  an  humble  way  for  a  nunilier  of  years,  but  I  have  never  been 
retained  by  any  of  the  gi-eat  interstate-commerce  railroads  and 
corporations.  I  have  been  retained,  however,  now  and  then  by 
a  few  honest  and  sensible  clients  [laughter]  to  institute  .suits 
against  railroads  and  other  interstate-commerce  corporations, 
and  my  clients  will  inform  those  desirous  of  knowledge  conceru- 
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Ing  the  matter  that  I  have  generally  succeeded  in  securing  for 
them  a  speedy  trial,  justice,  and  a  square  deal.  As  a  legislator 
my  sympathies  have  always  been  with  the  under  dog,  with  the 
poor  and  the  oppressed,  with  the  toiler  and  the  bread  winner ;  and 
whenever  an  injustice  was  committed  by  some  powerful  cor- 
poration against  the  weak  and  the  helpless  I  have  been  on  the 
latter's  side;  and  as  a  lawyer  my  field  of  professional  endeavor 
has  been  along  the  lines  of  helping  the  poor  and  the  humble 
and  the  distressed ;  and  I  suppose  I  am  so  constituted  that  I  will 
continue  to  do  so  all  the  rest  of  my  life,  to  the  loss  no  doubt  of 
my  bank  account,  but  with  the  approval  of  my  conscience.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

I  could  have  been  a  railroad  lawyer  had  I  desired  to  enter 
that  field  of  human  activity;  in  fact,  I  have  received- one  or  two 
offers  in  my  time  to  devote  my  energies  to  that  branch  of  the 
law.  I  recollect  a  very  flattering  offer  made  to  me  a  few  years 
ago  of  $25,000  a  year ;  but  I  never  was  very  anxious  to  make 
money,  with  me  money  is  a  secondary  consideration ;  and  I 
have  preferred  to  pursue  tlie  even  tenor  of  the  simple  life,  to 
work  out  my  professional  salvation  in  my  own  waj'  and  my 
political  career  along  my  own  lines.  [Laugliter.]  I  worlc 
pretty  hard  here  in  the  Halls  of  Congress,  day  in  and  day  out, 
week  in  and  weeic  out,  trying  to  do  the  right  thing  for  my 
constituents  and  the  square  thing  for  the  good  of  the  people 
generally  throughout  the  country.  I  am  content  with  my  work ; 
I  rather  like  it.  I  would  not  exchange  places  with  any  of  the 
opulent  members  of  "  the  system."  I  have  cast  my  lot  along 
the  pleasant  sunsliiny  highways  of  humanity ;  but  sometimes  it 
seems  to  me  that  almost  every  man  in  the  land  who  has  a  griev- 
ance, or  thinks  he  has  a  grievance,  comes  to  me  to  set  things 
right  and  to  secure  him  justice.  I  spend  a  great  deal  of  valu- 
able time  investigating  some  of  these  complaints,  and  it  takes 
much  labor  to  do  so  conscientiously ;  but  whenever  I  find  a  case 
that  is  really  and  truly  a  worthy  cause  I  do  not  fear  or  hesitate 
to  take  up  the  burden  of  the  fight  and  do  the  best  I  can.  This 
may  be  altruistic,  and  I  know  that  often  my  efforts  are  unap- 
preciated, derided,  misconstrued,  and  futile,  but  I  suppose, 
nevertheless,  that  I  will  go  on  doing  so  to  the  end  of  my  time. 
[Applause.] 

I  know  that  the  world,  that  the  great  big  world, 

From  the  pauper  up  to  the  king. 
Has  a  different  tale  from  the  tale  I  tell, 

And  a  different  song  to  sing ; 
But  for  mo,  I  care  not  a  single  flg 

If  they  say  I'm  wrong  or  I'm  right. 
For  I'll  always  go  In,  if  I  go  in  at  all. 

For  the  under  dog  in  the  light. 

[Applause.] 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  give  credit  in  this  debate  to 
whom  credit  is  due.  I  want  to  say  that  I  have  been  an  interested 
listener  to  several  of  the  excellent  and  eloquent  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  for  and  against  this  measure,  not  only  an 
attentive  and  interested  listener,  but  I  have  been  edified,  in- 
structed, and  highly  entertained.  I  listened  with  great  interest, 
as  I  always  do,  to  my  genial  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Sib- 
ley]. He  ridiculed  the  bill  and  arraigned  its  effectiveness,  and 
I  was  much  amused  by  the  serious  earnestness  of  his  incisive 
and  epigrammatic  and  eloquent  remarks.  The  gentleman  nearly 
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convinced  me  that  I  ongbt  to  vote  against  the  bill  of  my  dis- 
tinguished and  erudite  friend  from  the  classic  fields  of  Iowa. 
[Laughter.]  I  was  greatly  interested  and  listened  with  rapture  to 
the  studied  periods  of  my  always  eloquent  and  distinguished 
friend,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Litttlefield] .  He  seemed 
to  prove  to  his  own  satisfaction  the  inability  of  the  people  to 
govern  themselves.  [Laughter.]  His  argument  was  an  indict- 
ment of  free  institutions — an  arraignment  of  the  power  of  public 
opinion.  [Applause.]  I  can  not  follow  the  gentleman  from 
Maine.  I  believe  in  the  people.  I  trust  the  people.  I  know  the 
people  are  capable  of  self-go\-ernment.  [Applause.]  I  was  much 
impressed  with  the  beautiful  diction  and  the  eloquent  words  of 
the  scholarly  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Jlr.  McCall], 
who  has  given  a  great  deal  of  study  and  consideration  to  every 
phase  of  this  whole  subject ;  and  if  I  did  not  know  a  little  about 
it  myself,  I  think  I  would  be  inclined  to  take  his  pessimistic 
view  of  the  results  that  will  follow  if  this  bill  should  become  a 
law  in  its  present  shape.  [Laughter.]  With  these  three  emi- 
nent statesmen  against  the  bill,  I  began  to  ponder  whether  I 
could  conscientiously  give  it  my  vote  and  my  supixirt.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  always  try  to  he  right,  but  I  know  I  am  not  infallible, 
and  I  concluded  to  wait — to  hold  my  peace — to  content  my  soul 
in  patience — until  I  could  listen  to  the  wisdom  and  the  dulcet 
voice  of  my  dear  old  friend  and  philosopher  the  learned  and 
experienced  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Grosvenob]  ;  and  lo !  he 
began  to  speak ;  and  to  my  amazement  I  heard  him  call  the  bill 
a  fake — just  think  of  it — a  fake!  [Laughter.]  Is  it  any  won- 
der we  are  bewildered?     [Laughter.] 

But,  then,  it  is  only  fair  for  nie  to  say  that  although  I  do  not 
often  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  regarding  the  merits 
of  proposed  legislation,  I  do,  in  this  instance,  however,  agree 
substantially  with  him  regarding  the  signifieance  of  the  omis- 
sion in  this  bill  of  express  cars  and  palace  cars  and  sleeping 
cars.  I  do  not  know  of  any  good  reason  why  these  railway 
cars  should  be  carefully  omitted  from  the  grasp  of  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill,  but  perhaps  we  shall  be  enlightened  about  this 
later  on  by  some  of  the  speakers  for  the  bill.  [Laughter.]  I 
think  these  i)alace  and  sleeping  and  express  cars  should  be 
amenable  to  the  plan  and  the  scope  and  the  possibilities  of  this 
bill,  and  I  would  amend  the  bill  to  bring  them  within  its  provi- 
sions, together  with  all  the  other  private  cars  and  car  lines 
of  the  country.  The  private-oar  line  system  is  one  of  the  most 
iniquitous  frauds  in  the  transportation  business  and  should 
be  wiped  out.  I  am  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  on  these 
propositions.  I  shall  be  glad  to  vote  with  him  to  put  all  these 
cars  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  I  commend  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  and  I  assure  him  I  shall  vote  for  his  proi)osed 
amendment 

Mr.  GROSVENOR.     Mr.  Chairman 

The  CHAIIJMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from  New  Xork  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GROSVENOR.  I  did  not  state  that  I  would  offer  any 
such  amendment  as  that. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  thought  that  is  what  the  gentleman  wanted 
to  do.  If  I  ren)ember  correctly,  the  gentleman  was  complaining 
because  he  could  not 
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Mr.  GROSVENOR.  I  pointed  out  the  care  that  had  been 
taken  in  tlie  drafting  of  the  bill.  But  nay  amendment  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  much  more  importance,  in  my  judgment.  That  is 
the  one  relating  to  the  commingling  of  the  corporation  that  pro- 
duces the  goods  that  are  shipped  on  the  railroad  and  the  corpo- 
ration that  handles  the  railroad. 

Blr.  SULZER.  Very  good ;  I  am  with  the  gentleman  on  that 
proposition,  too.  [Laughter.]  But  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  complain  about  the  omission  from  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  of  palace,  sleeping,  and  express  cars,  and  I  concur 
with  the  gentleman  and  Justify  his  complaint,  and  think  it  is  a 
mistake  that  these  cars,  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business, 
should  be  omitted  from  the  provisions  of  the  measure  we  have 
before  us.  They  should  be  included  in  this  bill,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  was  quite  right  in  what  he  said  in  this  connec- 
tion. But  he  went  further  and  complained  most  bitterly  that 
the  House  was  going  to  stand  by  the  Committee  on  Interstate 
and  Foreign  Conmierce  and  pass  this  bill  just  as  it  is  now, 
just  as  it  came  from  the  committee,  without  the  crossing  of  a 
"  t "  or  the  dotting  of  an  "  i,"  and  vote  down  every  amendment 
that  will  be  offered  by  any  Member  to  strengthen  the  bill  and 
make  it  a  more  perfect  measure.     [Laughter.] 

I  was  astonished  when  1  heard  the  gentleman  make  this  com- 
plaint. It  was  a  great  surprise  to  me  to  hear  him  protest 
about  the  majority  standing  by  its  own  committee.  I  am  mak- 
ing no  complaint,  because  I  know  it  Is  useless,  and  I  am  not 
surprised  that  the  majority  will  stand  by  the  bill  of  the.  com- 
mittee and  vote  down  all  amendments.  I  aia  surprised,  how- 
ever, that  we  are  granted  the  poor  privilege — for  the  sake  of 
the  record— of  offering  amendments  at  all  to  make  the  bill 
better,  more  perfect,  more  complete,  and  more  effectual.  I  am 
surprised  that  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Com- 
merce did  not  go  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  the  House 
and  have  that  committee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  an  active  member,  bring  in  a  rule,  as  it  usually  does,  mak- 
ing this  bill  a  special  order  and  precluding  a  Member  from 
offering  an  amendment,  allowing  him  only  the  right  to  do 
one  thing,  and  that  is  to  vote  for  the  bill  or  to  vote  against 
it.  So  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  complains  that  he  is  only 
allowed  to  offer  an  amendment  with  the  knowledge  that  it 
is  understood  and  agreed  between  the  majority  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  that  all  amendments  are  to  be  voted 
down ;  and  that  the  bill  is  to  be  railroaded  through  the  House 
Just  as  it  came  from  the  committee.     [Applause.] 

It  is  some  consolation,  however,  to  me  to  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  realizes  once  in  a  while  that  Republican 
chickens  come  home  to  roost.  [Laughter.]  But  I  inferred  tlie 
gentleman  as  a  last  resort  intended  to  vote  for  the  bill.  So 
shall  I ;  but  I  do  so  with  reluctance  and  many  misgivings,  and 
only  because  I  know  that  it  is  not  the  best  bill,  but  the  one  bill 
that  the  real  and  sincere  friends  of  railroad-rate  reform  and 
governmental  regulation  of  interstate  common  carriers  can  get 
for  the  people  at  the  present  time.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  earnestly  studied  the  various  bills 
which  have  been  introdueed  thus  far  in  this  Congress  regard- 
ing railway-rate  legislation  and  the  regulation  of  interstate 
commerce  transportation  companies,  and  briefly  referred  to  by 
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name  and  number  at  the  beginning  of  the  report  of  tlie  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee  which  accompanies  the 
bill  now  under  consideration.  It  will  be  of  considerable  in- 
terest, in  my  opinion,  for  the  industrious  Members  of  the  House 
to  get  these  respective  bills  and  read  each  and  every  one  of 
them  carefully. 

One  of  the  best  of  these  bills,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  measure 
introduced  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Hearst,  H.  R.  4G0, 
entitled  "A  bill  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  and  to  expedite  the  final  decision  of  cases 
arising  under  the  act  to  regulate  commerce  by  creating  an  inter- 
state commerce  court"  This  is  a  brief  and  simple  bill,  but  a 
very  comprehensive  measure,  and  goes  further  to  correct  these 
abuses  and  remedy  these  evils  than  any  of  the  bills  which  have 
heretofore  been  introduced,  and  if  Mr.  Heakst's  bill  were  a  law 
I  believe  that  it  would  effectually  stop  the  abuses  we  are  seek- 
ing to  prevent.  I  am  soriy  the  bill  can  not  be  brought  before 
the  House  and  voted  for  on  its  merits.  It  has  many  excellent 
features,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  many  provisions  in 
it  which  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Comnieico 
could  to  much  advantage  have  incorporated  into  the  bill  which 
they  reported,  and  if  they  had  done  so  they  would  have  made  the 
bill  now  before  us  a  very  much  stronger,  and  a  very  much  better, 
and  a  very  much  more  comprehensive  measure  in  every  resjiect ; 
and  one  about  whose  constitutionality  there  could  be  absolutely 
no  question. 

There  is  to  my  mind  no  doubt  about  the  effectiveness  and  the 
constitutionality  of  Mr.  Heakst's  bill,  and  there  would  be  no 
question  about  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration if  the  provision  regarding  the  fixing  of  the  rates  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  the  creation  of  the 
court  to  review  the  orders  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion were  talcen  from  Mr.  Hearst's  bill  and  embodied  in  the  bill 
of  the  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee.  I  think  it 
is  a  matter  of  regret  that  this  was.  not  done.  I  so  further  and 
say  I  think  it  was  a  mistake  that  the  Hearst  bill  was  not  re- 
ported to  the  House  instead  of  the  committee  bill.  There 
should  be  no  politics  in  this  matter.  Tliere  should  be  no  ri- 
valry and  no  personal  vanity.  We  ought  to  all  strive  to  accom- 
plish the  results  so  earnestly  desired  by  the  people  of  tliis 
country.  This  is  one  of  the  gi-eat  questions  of  the  day,  affect- 
ing every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  land,  and  we  should 
all  rise  superior  to  petty  politics  and  personal  glory  and  try 
to  accomplisli  results;  and  if  that  had  been  done  I  believe 
the  Hearst  bill  would  now  be  under  consideration  instead 
of  the  pending  bill ;  or,  at  all  events,  that  many  of  thi?  pro- 
visions of  Jfr.  Hearst's  bill  would  have  been  put  into  the 
bill  now  presented  to  the  House,  and  that  would  have  made 
the  bill  before  us  a  very  much  fitronger,  a  very  nuich  better,  and 
a  very  much  more  comprehensive  measure  in  every  way.  so  far 
as  the  solution  of  these  problems  are  concerned,  and  there 
would  have  been  no  question  of  doubt  as  to  its  constitutionality. 

I  believe,  and  I  assert,  that  if  Mr.  Hearst's  bill  were  substi- 
tuted for  the  committee  l>ill  now  under  consideration  we  would 
be  a  great  deal  further  advanced  in  the  progress  we  are  making 
to  fix  just  and  reasonable  railway  rates  and  to  regulate  trans- 
portation companies  doing  an  interstate-commerce  business. 
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Mr.  Hearst's  bill  meets  the  demands  of  the  people,  and  means 
what  it  says  and  says  what  it  means.  Every  friend  of  genuine 
railway  rate  reform  and  for  tlie  regulation  of  interstate  trans- 
portation corporations  knows  what  Mr.  Heabst's  bill  will  do,  but 
no  two  members  of  the  Committee  on  Interstate  Commerce  can 
agree  as  to  just  what  the  bill  reported  unanimously  from  that 
committee,  and  now  before  us,  will  accomplish  if  enacted  into 
law.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  ine  say  again  that  I  do  not  think  this  bill 
is  a  perfect  bill  by  any  means,  and  I.  believe  it  can  be  made  a 
very  much  more  effective  measure  if  it  were  amended  along  cei"- 
•tain  indicated  lines.  When  the  bill  is  open  for  amendment  I 
shall  offer  several  amendments  to  perfect  and  strengthen  the 
bill,  which  I  hope  will  be  adopted. 

I  shall  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill  in  line  15  on  page  10, 
after  the  word  "  any,"  by  inserting  the  words  "  relation  of  rates 
or,"  so  that  this  section  of  the  bill  will  read :  "  Or  that  any  rela- 
tion of  rates  or  regulations  or  practices  whatsoever  of  such  car- 
rier." And  in  line  23,  on  the  same  page,  after  the  word  "  what," 
I  shall  offer  an  amendment  to  insert  the  words  "  relation  of  rates 
or."  This  proposed  amendment  has  been  suggested  by  my 
friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Heabst,  and  we  deem  it  quite  vital 
to  the  effectiveness  of  the  measure.  This  bill  absolutely  ignores 
differentials  and  relations  of  rates.  As  the  bill  is  now  drawn 
a  rate  over  one  line  to  a  given  point  may  be  just  and  reason- 
able, and  a  higher  rate  over  the  same  line  by  a  different  route, 
or  over  another  line,  to  another  point  may  be  also  just  and 
reasonable,  and  this  would  be  an  unjust  discrimination  that 
would  work  a  great  injury  in  favor  of  one  city  or  locality  as 
against  another  city  or  locality,  and  that  could  not  be  remedied 
by  this  bill  if  it  were  a  law. 

For  instance,  let  us  assume  that  tlie  Commission  should 
hold  that  the  rate,  we  will  say,  from  Chicago  to  Philadelphia 
of  $1  per  ton  is  just  and  reasonable,  and  a  rate  of  $1.10  per 
ton  from  Chicago  to  New  York  over  the  same  line,  or  a  differ- 
ent line  for  that  matter,  may  also  be  held  by  the  Commission 
to  be  just  and  reasonable;  and,  of  course,  if  the  rates  stood,  as 
I  have  assumed,  the  traffic  and  the  commerce  would  to  a  very 
large  extent  be  diverted  from  the  city  of  New  York  to  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  on  account  of  the  difference  or  discrimination 
In  the  relation  of  the  rate ;  and  this  would  apply  to  any  other 
section  of  the  country  with  equal  or  greater  force.  Thus,  Phila- 
delphia would  be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  New  York  by  an 
unjust  discrimination,  and  New  York  would  be  powerless,  -un- 
der the  terms  of  this  bill,  to  remedy  the  injustice.  The  bill 
gives  the  Commission  no  power  to  fix  a  differential  rate.  Within 
recent  years  I  am  informed  that  nearly  1,000  complaints  of 
unjust  discriminations  have  been  filed  with  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  and  at  least  seven-tenths  of  all  these 
complaints  have  grown  out  of  this  system  of  the  relation  of 
rates. 

As  this  bill  stands  to-day  this  evil  would  be  perpetuated  and 
could  not  be  corrected  by  the  Commission  even  if  the  Commis- 
sion wanted  to  do  so.  I  think  this  is  a  serious  defect  in  the 
bill,  and  it  ought  to  be  corrected  by  this  amendment. 

Then,  on  page  11,  in  line  6,  of  the  bill  I  shall  move  the  amend- 
ment heretofore  referred  to  by  striking  out  "  thirty  days  after 
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notice  to  the  carrier "  and  insert  the  word  "  immediately  "  in 
lieu  tliei-eof ;  and  in  line  8  to  strike  out  the  words  "  be  sus- 
pended ;  "  and  in  line  0  to  strike  out  the  words  "  be  suspended 
or  "  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  or  modified ;  "  and 
also  strike  out  the  words,  in  the  same  line,  "  competent  jurisdic- 
tion "  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  last  resort ;  "  so 
that  that  portion  of  this  section  will  read  as  follows : 
Such  order — 

That  is,  the  order  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
fixing  the  rate — 

shall  go  Into  effect  Immediately — 

Instead  of,  as  now  provided  in  the  bill,  "  thirty  days  after 
notice  to  the  carrier  " — 

and  shall  remain  in  force  and  be  observed  by  the  carrier,  unless  the 
same  shall  he  modined  or  set  aside  by  the  Commission,  or  modified  or 
set  aside  by  the  court  of  last  resort. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  amendment  goes  to  the  very  cove  of  the 
whole  matter.  I  have  given  considerable  study  to  the  bill, 
and  I  believe  that  the  weakest  part  of  the  pending  measure  is 
in  this  very  provision,  and  a  bill,  lilce  a  chain,  is  no  stronger 
than  its  weakest  link.  If  this  amendment  suggested  by  me  is 
adopted,  the  order  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  fix- 
ing the  rate  would  take  effect  immediately  and  remain  in  full 
force  and  effect  until  modified  or  set  aside  by  the  Commission 
or  the  court  of  last  resort.  This  amendment  is  squarely  in 
line,  and  on  all  fours,  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  message  a  year  ago  last  December.  He  was  right 
then ;  and  I  say  now  that  any  other  relief  will  be  futile.  As  I 
understand  it,  we  are  legislating  to  remedy  evils,  not  to  encour- 
age abuses  and  entail  endless  litigation  ;  but  under  the  terms 
of  the  pending  bill  the  rate  will  not  take  effect  until  thirty 
days  after  notice  to  the  carrier.  I  claim  and  I  say  that  it 
ought  to  take  effect  immediately  and  remain  in  full  force  and 
effect  unless  modified  or  set  aside  by  the  Commission  or  modi- 
fied or  set  aside  by  the  court  of  last  resort.  [Applause.] 
Under  the  terms  of  the  present  bill,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  if 
the  Commission  makes  an  order  fixing  a  rate  it  does  not  go 
into  effect  until  "  thirty  days  after  notice  to  the  carrier,"  and 
then  it  can  be  suspended,  modified,  or  set  aside  by  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Now,  what  does  this  mean?  What  will  be  its  effect?  As  I 
read  it,  and  as  I  understand  it,  the  effect  will  be  that  when  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  on  the  complaint  of  some  in- 
jured shipper  malces  an  order  fixing  a  just  and  reasonable  rate, 
in  place  of  an  unjust  and  an  unreasonable  rate,  the  transporta- 
tion company  will  have  thirty  days  in  which  to  prepare  a  case 
and  go  into  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  and  get  an  injunc- 
tion suspending  the  operation  of  the  order  theretofore  made  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  and  the  old  rate  will  go 
on  until  the  matter  is  finally  adjudicated  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court ;  and  this  may  take  years  and  years,  and  in 
the  meantime  the  shipper  is  being  mulcted  in  the  old  unreason- 
able railroad  rates  and  put  to  tlie  expense  of  retaining  lawyers, 
getting  witnesses,  and  preparing  an  expensive  law  case  that  will 
tak^,  perhaps,  until  the  millenium  to  settle;  thus  causing,  in 
my  opinion,  an  endless  delay  and  an  useless  amount  of  ex- 
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pensive  litigation,  and  all  at  the  expense  of  the  injured  shipper; 
and  if  he  is  a  poor  man  he  can  not  afford  to  incur  the  expense 
of  this  litigation.  This  bill  then  will  give  him  no  relief.  This 
is  one  of  the  joiners  in  the  bill ;  one  of  the  bad  features  for  the 
people,  one  of  the  good  features  for  the  transportation  com- 
panies. It  is  the  protection  afforded  the  I'ailroads.  It  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why,  in  my  judgment,  the  railroads  are  not 
opposed  to  this  bill.  They  can  litigate  these  orders  of  the  Com- 
mission until  doomsday. 

I  shall  offer  the  amendment  I  refer  to  at  the  proper  time,  and 
then  we  shall  see  if  this  bill  is  for  the  railroads  or  the  people. 
The  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  amendment  will  determine 
the  matter,  in  my  oiiinion,  to  a  very  great  extent.  I  am  with 
the  people  in  this  fight,  and  I  want  to  see  placed  on  the  statute 
books  ere  this  session  of  Congress  adjourns  an  effectual  law  that 
will  accomplish  in  this  matter  what  the  people  now  demand. 
I  think  it  will  be  a  sad  mistake  if  we  attempt  in  a  superficial 
way  to  temporize  with  this  question.  You  may  fool  some  of 
the  people  to-day,  but  you  can  not  fool  all  the  people  to-morrow, 
and  I  predict  that  if  we  do  not  meet  this  question  at  this  time 
In  a  square  and  broad  and  manly  way  the  people  will  rebuke  us, 
and  rise  up  In  their  might  and  wrath  and  send  here  Representa- 
tives who  will  carry  out  their  wishes  and  who  will  do  the  square 
thing,  and  who  will  write  upon  the  statute  books  more  stringent 
and  more  radical  laws  not  only  for  Government  rate  making  and 
Government  regulation,  but  for  Government  control  and  Gov- 
ernment ownership  of  the  great  public  transportation  utilities 
doing  an  interstate-commerce  business.  Mark  what  I  say,  it 
will  be  one  relief  or  the  other,  one  thing  or  the  other,  one 
remedy  or  the  other.  Take  your  choice — Government  regula- 
tion now  or  Government  ownership  hereafter.     [Applause.] 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  say  that  another  amendment 
which  I  shall  offer  at  the  proper  time  and  seek  to  have  incor- 
porated in  the  pending  measure  is  the  following,  which  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  ask  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  every  common  carrier  by  railroad  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  he  liable  to  any  of  Its  employees  who  are  engaged  In  the 
transportation  of  such  persons  or  property,  or,  in  the  case  of  his  death, 
to  his  personal  representative  or  heirs  at  law,  for  all  damages  which 
may  result  from  the  negligence  or  mismanagement  of  any  of  Its  offi- 
cers, agents,  or  employees  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or  insufficiency 
In  its  cars,  engines,  appliances,  machinery,  traclc,  roadbed,  ways,  or 
works. 

That  In  all  actions  hereafter  brought  against  any  such  common  car- 
rier by  railroad  to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  to  an  em- 
ployee, or  where  such  injuries  have  resulted  in  his  death,  the  fact  that 
the  employee  may  have  been  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  shall  not 
bar  a  recovery  where  his  contributory  negligence  was  slight  In  com- 
parison to  that  of  the  employer. 

That  no  contract  of  employment,  Insurance,  relief  benefit,  or  indem- 
nity for  injury  or  death  entered  Into  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  employee, 
nor  the  acceptance  of  any  such  Insurance,  relief  benefit,  or  Indemnity 
by  the  person  entitled  thereto,  shall  constitute  any  bar  or  defense  to 
any  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  to  or  death 
of  such  employee  :  Provided,  hoiocver.  That  upon  the  trial  of  such  action 
against  any  such  common  carrier  by  railroad  the  defendant  may  set 
oft  therein  any  sum  it  has  contributed  toward  any  such  insurance,  re- 
lief beneflk,  or  indemnity  that  may  have  been  paid  to  the  injured  em- 
ployee, or,  in  case  of  his  death,  to  his  heirs  at  Taw. 

That  nothing  In  this  act  shall  be  held  to  limit  the  duty  of  common 
carriers  by  railroads  or  impair  the  rights  of  their  emplovees  under  the 
safety-appliance  act  of  March  ".  1S03,  as  amended  April  1.  1896    and 
March  2.  1003. 
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Mr.  SULZER.  This  amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  speaks  for 
itself,  and  is  offered  by  me  in  good  faith  in  the  name  of  the 
Inindreds  of  tliousands  of  railway  employees  of  the  United 
States.  Under  existing  law  an  employee  of  a  railroad  company 
can  not  recover  damages  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  line  of 
his  duty  by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  or  the  care- 
lessness of  a  fellow-workman.  This  amendment  makes  a  rail- 
road company  or  a  common  carrier  liable  to  the  employee,  and 
in  case  of  his  death  to  his  heirs  at  law,  in  damages  for  the 
negligence  or  mismanagement  of  any  of  its  officers,  agents,  or 
employees,  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or  insufficiency  in  its 
cars,  engines,  ai)pliances,  machinery,  trade,  roadbed,  ways,  or 
works.  This  amendment  is  not  new.  It  is  similar  to  a  number 
of  employers'  liability  bills  which  have  been  introduced  in 
every  Congress  for  the  past  twenty  years.  It  has  been  indorsed 
and  recommended  by  the  Industrial  Commission  and  by  some  of 
the  ablest  thinkers  and  jurists  and  writers  in  the  country.  The 
best  thought  to-day  in  the  civilized  world  favors  this  change  in 
the  law  applicable  to  connnon  carriers,  and  several  States  in  the 
Union  have  recently  adopted  it. 

This  amendment  is  the  one  act  of  legislation  above  all  others 
that  the  railroad  employees  of  this  country  demand,  and  which 
they  have  tried  to  secure  from  Congress  for  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century.  In  justice  to  these  deserving  and  heroic  men,  who 
daily  risk  their  lives  and  their  limbs  in  hazardous  occupations,  it 
ought  to  be  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  if  it  were  I  unhesitatingly 
as.sert  that  there  would  be  fewer  railroad  accidents  and  less 
loss  of  life  by  reason  of  them  every  year  in  tlie  United  States. 

The  amendment  is  a  just  measure  in  the  interest  of  a  most 
worthy  and  industrious  and  reliable  class  of  faithful  and  intelli- 
gent workmen.  They  are  entitled  to  it  as  a  matter  of  right 
and  in  the  name  of  justice.  A  railroad  company,  in  my  judg- 
ment, should  be  held  responsible  in  damages  to  its  employees 
for  its  own  carelessness  and  for  the  negligence  of  any  of  its 
officers  or  agents,  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or  insufficiency  in 
its  cars,  engines,  appliances,  machinery,  track,  roadbed,  ways, 
or  works.  I  hope  that  when  I  offer  this  amendment  to  the 
pending  bill  when  it  is  before  the  House  and  open  to  amend- 
ment— and  I  give  notice  now  that  I  certainly  shall  offer  it — 
that  it  will  be  accepted  and  adopted ;  and  I  know  if  it  ia 
adopted  it  will  be  but  an  act  of  common  justice  to  the  great 
army  of  reliable  and  industrious  workmen  of  the  great  trans- 
portation companies,  and  a  safeguard  against  accident  and  in- 
jury to  the  people  generally  who  ride  on  the  railroads  of  our 
country. 

Make  the  railroads  responsible  in  damages  to  their  employees 
and  take  my  word  for  it  the  railroads  will  see  to  it  that  very 
few  accidents  happen.  [Applause.]  If  you  will  look  over  the 
statistics  of  the  country,  you  will  find  that  the  number  of  rail- 
road accidents  every  year  is  increasing,  the  loss  of  life  appall- 
ing, and  the  list  of  the  injured  up  in  the  hundred  thousand 
column.  Thousands  of  people  are  killed  every  year  by  railroad 
accidents,  and  tens  of  thousands  are  injured  and  maimed  for 
life  through  the  gross  negligence  of  these  interstate-commerce 
transportation  corporations,  but  on  account  of  this  antiquated 
and  unjust  and  discriminatory  law  there  is  no  liability  to  the 
railroads.  I  say  this  old  English,  antique,  fellow-servant  doc- 
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trine,  as  applied  to  the  negligence  of  modern  railroads,  is  emi- 
nently unjust,  and  every  fair-minded  lawyer  who  bas  ever  tried 
a  damage  suit  \\'in  tell  yon  the  same  thing.  [Aijplanse.]  It  is 
so  ridiculous  that  sixteen  foreign  states  in  Europe  do  not  now 
recognize  it,  and  a  majority  of  our  own  States  in  recent  years 
iMive  either  abolished  or  modified  it  to  a  great  degree.  Even 
autocratic  Russia  in  this  regard  protects  her  industrial  railroad 
workers.  But  our  own  Government  has  yet  to  enact  the  lirst 
line  of  tliis  kind  of  desirable  legislation  demanded  by  the  vast 
army  of  patriotic  and  self-sacrificing  railroad  employees  who 
are  daily  giving  up  their  lives  and  their  limbs  to  the  negligence 
of  the  transportation  corporations  of  our  country. 

Railroad  companies  by  virtue  of  their  interstate  character  are 
brought  directly  under  the  control  of  Congress,  and  therefore  it 
is  necessary  from  a  legal  standpoint  for  Congress  to  enact  this 
law.  Several  State  legislatures  have  recently  met  and  passed 
such  laws,  but  the  Republicans  in  this  House — and  they  have 
had  control  of  the  House  for  over  ten  years — have  assiduously 
prevented  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  and  its  enactment  seems  to 
be  as  far  off,  if  not  farther,  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  It 
seems  the  railroads  have  more  influence  here  than  the  people. 

But  it  is  said  by  some  of  the  Republican  Members  who  repre- 
sent districts  in  which  these  railroad  employees  reside  that  they 
are  in  favor  of  this  legislation  and  would  be  glad  to  vote  for  it 
if  they  could  only  get  a  chance  to  do  so.  They  say  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee,  to  which  the  bill  has  been  referred,  will  not 
reiKJrt  it  and  give  them  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  it  This,  1 
say,  is  the  merest  subterfuge  and  no  answer  to  the  appeal  of 
these  earnest  employees  for  relief.  The  Republicans  can  vote 
the  day  after  to-morrow  for  this  amendment  when  I  offer  it, 
and  if  it  goes  out  on  a  point  of  order,  they  can  vote  for  a  rule 
to  make  th«  amendment  germane  to  the  bill.  Did  they  not  vote 
for  a  rule  the  otlier  day  to  abrogate  the  eight-hour  labor  law 
in  the  Istlmiian  Canal  Zone?  Then  let  them  vote  to  adopt  ttiis 
amendment  or  for-  a  rule  to  make  it  germane  to  this  bill.  The 
Republicans  in  tliis  House  can  no  longer  evade  tlie  Issue  and 
their  responsibility.  Now  is  the  time  for  them  to  show  their 
colors.  Now  is  the  time  for  them  to  be  counted  for  or  against 
this  just  and  humane  measure.  [Applause.]  The  Repub- 
licans in  this  House  are  responsible  for  the  failure  for  the  last 
ten  years  to  pass  this  bill,  and  I  do  not  think  the  intelligent 
railroad  men  of  the  country,  who  are  asliing  for  this  just  and 
bmnane  law,  will  longer  permit  the  Republicans  to  deceive  them 
regarding  their  failure  to  keep  their  promise  made  over  and 
over  again  to  enact  this  bill  into  law. 

Sir,  since  1806  the  Republican  pai"ty  has  practically  promised 
the  railroad  workmen  of  the  country  this  legislation,  b»it  it  has 
absolutely  failed  to  live  up  to  its  promise  and  enact  the  law. 
They  have  ordered  several  similar  bills,  to  the  amendment  I 
have  just  proposed,  to  be  killed  in  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
The  Republicans  have  been  in  absolute  power  for  the  past  teu 
years  in  all  branches  of  the  Government,  and  I  charge  that  they 
have  failed  and  neglected  to  carry  out  this  promise,  or  any 
other  promise,  heretofore  made  to  the  toilers  and  the  working 
people  of  the  coiuitry.  Their  pledges  to  the  working  people 
have  not  been  redeemed.  They  will  not  be  redeemed.  In  pass- 
ing laws  for  the  workers  of  the  land  the  Republican  party  is 
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long  on  promise  and  short  on  performance.  An  ounce  of  per- 
formance is  wortli  a  ton  of  promise.  I  am  now,_  always  have 
been,  and  always  will  be  a  friend  of  the  railroad' employees  of 
this  country,  and  I  sincerely  believe  that  the  amendment  I  pro- 
pose in  their  interest,  and  which  is  all  they  aslc,  is  not  only 
•  just,  but  it  is  humane,  and  it  should  be  granted  to  them.  [Ap- 
plause.] These  faithful  employees  devote  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  to  the  service  of  large  industrial  corporations  doing 
an  interstate-commerce  transportation  business,  and  when  they 
are  Injured  iu  the  line  of  their  duty  through  the  negligence  of 
the  corporation,  or  the  carelessness  of  a  fellow-employee,  they 
should  have  the  right  under  the  law  to  recover  damages  the 
same  as  any  passenger  traveling  for  hire  on  the  railroad.  I 
say  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  legislator  that  any  other  rule  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  age.     [Applause.] 

The  wisdom  and  the  justice  and  the  humanity  of  such  a  law 
should  be  apparent  to  all,  and  there  is  no  better  time  than  the 
present  and  no  better  way  than  the  one  I  suggest  to  place  this 
just  law  on  the  statute  books.  If  the  Republicans  mean  to  do 
what  they  promised,  they  will  accept  my  amendment  and  put  it 
in  this  bill ;  if  they  were  simply  fooling  the  railway  working 
people  when  they  promised  to  pass  this  measure,  they  will 
object  to  it  and  rule  it  out.  We  shall  see  ere  long  how  sincere 
these  promising  Republicans  are.  I  believe  the  amendment  will 
be  germane  to  the  pending  legislation ;  but  if  it  is  not,  I  put  the 
Republicans  on  notice  now,  and  I  suggest  that  the  Republican 
organization  of  the  House  bring  in  a  special  rule  providing  that 
this  proposed  amendment  in  behalf  of  the  railroad  employees 
be  made  germane  to  his  bill.  The  Republican  organization  of 
the  House  brought  in  a  special  rule  the  other  day  to  put  an 
amendment  on  the  urgent  deficiency  appropriation  bill  suspend- 
ing the  eight-hour  law  in  the  Isthmian  Canal  Zone.  If  you  can 
do  it  in  that  case,  you  can  do  it  in  this  case.  Be  fair  and  be 
houest  now  with  these  deserving  people.  Here  is  the  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  your  sincerity.  The  other  day  the  amendment 
abrogating  the  eight-hour  law  was  made  germane  to  an  appro- 
priation bill  quick  enough  when  you  wanted  to  do  it,  and  the 
eight-hour  law  was  rathlessly  "  suspended  "  without  giving  the 
labor  representatives  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.     [Applause.] 

If  the  Republicans  are  sincere  in  regard  to  their  promises  to 
the  employees  of  the  great  railroad  organizations  of  this  country 
they  will  put  the  amendment  proposed  by  me,  and  just  read  by 
the  Clerk,  into  this  railroad  bill  enlarging  the  powers  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  It  appropriately  belongs  in 
this  bill.  Be  honest  and  do  it.  The  Republican  party  has 
promised  the  railroad  working  people  this  law,  and  I  am  offering 
it  now  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  and  in  my  opinion  it  prop- 
erly belongs  in  this  bill,  to  see  whether  or  not  the  Republicans  in- 
tend to  keep  faith  with  the  toilers,  and  to  live  up  to  their  promise 
to  the  working  people  on  the  railroads  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  Republicans  are  sincere  in  what  they  have  promised  to  these 
Industrious  working  people  tliey  will  vote  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment, but  if  they  simply  made  that  promise  to  catch  the  votes  of 
these  railwnv  employees  then  tliis  amendment  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  go'^into  this  bill,  but  ^Yill  be  stricken  out  when  I  offer 
it,  by  some  Republican  rai-i'.ig  tlie  point  of  order;  and  if  the 
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point  of  order  is  sustained  by  tbe  Republican  Chairmnn  of  ttiis 
committee  on  tbe  ground  tbat  it  is  not  germane  to  tbe  bill,  then  I 
ask  again  thai:  the  Committee  on  Rules  bring  in  a  special  order 
providing  that  this  amendment  be  made  germane  to  this  bill  so 
that  every  Member  can  vote  on  it     [Applause.] 

Let  us  have  a  record  vote  and  find  out  the  truth.  I  believe 
I  can  safely  say  that  every  Democrat  on  this  side  of  the  House 
will  vote  for  it.  If  the  amendment  is  not  incorporated  into 
this  bill  it  will  be  because  the  Republicans  do  not  want  it  in- 
corporated into  the  bill ;  it  will  be  because  the  Republicans  are 
insincere  and  have  been  fooling  the  thousands  and  thousands 
of  worlcing  men  employed  by  the  great  railroads  and  interstate 
transportation  companies  of  the  country. 

I  shall  offer  this  amendment  in  good  time,  and  I  shall  put 
to  the  test  the  sincerity  of  the  Republicans  in  this  House  who 
promise  the  working  people  so  much  in  every  political  cam- 
paign, and  who  give  them  so  little  after  the  campaign  is  over 
and  they  get  back  into  full  power  in  the  legislative  branch  of 
tbe  Government.  I  want  to  prove  by  this  amendment  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen,  to  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Engineers  and  Firemen,  and  to  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Employees  who  are  their  true  friends  and  who  are 
their  real  enemies  in  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  the  record 
tbat  will  be  made  when  this  amendment  is  offered  by  me  to 
this  bill  will  .be  a  light  to  guide  railway  employees  in  the 
future  when  they  come  to  exercise  that  greatest  of  all  Amer- 
ican privileges— the  elective  franchise.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  at  this  time  I  desire  to  refer  to  another  matter 
which  I  deem  of  some  importance  in  connection  with  this  pend- 
ing legislation  in  regard  to  railway  rates,  and  to  give  notice  that 
when  the  pending  bill  is  before  the  House  for  amendment,  it  is 
my  iutention  to  offer  as  an  amendment  my  bill,  now  before  the 
■  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  of  this  House, 
entitled  "A  bill  to  create  the  Department  of  Transportation," 
Which  I  now  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  apd  ask  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

A  bill  to  create  the  Department  of  Transportation. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  there  shall  be  at  the  seat  of  Government  an 
executive  department  to  be  known  as  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion, and  a  Secretary  of  Transportation,  who  shall  be  a  Cabinet  officer 
and  the  head  thereof,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  who  shall  receive  a 
salary  of  ?8,000  per  annum,  and  whose  term  and  tenure  of  office  shall 
be  lllte  that  of  the  heads  of  the  other  Executive  Departments:  and  sec- 
tion 158  of  the  Revised  Statutes  Is  hereby  amended  to  Include  such 
Department  of  Transportation,  and  the  provisions  of  title  4  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  Including  all  amendments  thereto,  are  hereby  made 
applicable,  to  said  Department. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  shall  be  In  said  Department  a  First  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  Transportation,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  receive  a  salary  of 
56,000  per  annum.  He  shall  have  charge  of  all  mattere  In  the  Depart- 
ment of  Transportation  relating  to  steam  and  electric  railways,  and 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
or  required  by  law. 

There  shall  be  In  the  said  Department  a  Second  Assistant  Secretary 
of  Transportation,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  $5,000 
per  annum ;  and  he  shall  have  charge  of  all  matters  In  the  Department 
of  Transportation  relating  to  telegi-aph  lines. 

There  shall  be  In  the  said  Department  of  Transportation  a  Third  As- 
sistant Secret.!  ry  of  Transportation,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  Dnited  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
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wDo  shall  receive  a  salarv  of  $5,000  per  annum  ;  and  he  shall  have 
charge  of  all  matters  in  the  Department  of  Transportation  relating  to 
telephone  lines.  ° 

There  shall  be  In  the  said  Department  of  Transportation  a  Fourth 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Transportation,  to  he  appointed  hy  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  $5,000  per  annum  ;  and  he  shall  have 
charge  of  all  matters  in  the  Department  of  Transportation  relating  to 
waterways  and  similar  lines  of  transportation  thereon. 

There  shall  Ix:  in  the  said  Department  of  Transportation  a  Fifth  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Transportation,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  $5,000  per  annum  ;  and  he  shall  have 
charge  of  all  matters  of  the  Department  of  Transportation  relating 
to  pipe  lines. 

There  shall  be  in  the  said  Department  of  Transportation  a  Sixth  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Transportation,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  who  shall  receive,  a  salary  of  $5,000  a  year  ;  and  he  shall 
have  charge  of  all  matters  in  the  Department  of  Transportation  relating 
to  the  express  business. 

There  shall  be  one  chief  clerk,  and  a  disbursing  clerk,  and  such  other 
clerical  assistance  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  authorized  by  Congiess 
in  each  of  the  said  assistant  secretaries'  departments;  and  the  Auditor 
for  the  State  and  other  Departments  shall  receive  all  accounts  accruing 
in.  or  relative  to,  the  Department  of  Transportation  and  examine  the 
same  and  thereafter  certify  the  balance  and  transmit  the  accounts,  with 
the  vouchers  and  certificate,  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  for  his 
decision  thereon. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  province  and  duty  of  said  Department  of 
Transportation  to  Inspect,  examine,  and  regulate,  as  may  be  prescriljed 
by  law,  all  corporations  engaged  in  interstate  or  foreign  commerce  as 
common  carriers,  or  owners  or  operators  of  transportation  highways ; 
and  to  this  end  it  shall  be  vested  with  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the 
departments,  bureaus,  oflices,  and  branches  of  the  public  service  herein- 
after specified,  and  with  such  otlier  powers  and  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  foilowlng-named  offices,  bureaus,  divisions,  and 
branches  of  the  public  service,  now  and  lieretofore  under  the  jurlsdic; 
tion  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  and  all  that  appertains 
to  the  same,  known  ,ns  the  Life-Saving  Service,  the  Light-House  Board, 
and  the  Light-House  Service,  the  Marine-Hospital  Service,  the  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  and  the  United  States 
Shipping  Commissioner,  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred  from  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor  to  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion, and  the  same  shall  hereafter  remain  under  the  .lurisdiction  and 
supervision  of  the  last-named  Department :  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
Transportation  shall  have  complete  control  of  the  work  of  gathering 
and  distributing  statistical  information  naturally  relating  to  the  sub- 
jects conlined  to  his  Department :  and  to  this  end  said  Secretary  shall 
have  power  to  employ  any  or  eitlier  of  said  bureaus,  and  to  rearrange 
such  statistical  work  and  to  distribute  or  consolidate  the  same,  as  may 
be  deemed  desirable  in  the  public  interest ;  and  the  said  Secretary  shall 
also  have  anthorit}-  to  call  upon  oth£^-  departments  of  the  Government 
for  stalistica!  data  and  results  obtained  b.v  them;  and  the  Secretary  of 
Transportation  sliall  collate,  arrange,  and  publish  such  statistical  in- 
formation so  obtained  in  such  manner  as  may  to  him  seem  wise. 

Sec.  o.  That  there  shall  be  in  the  Department  of  Transportation  six 
biH'C.TUs,  to  be  called  the  Bureaus  of  Transportation  Corporations,  and 
a  chief  of  each  of  said  l)ureaus.  who  sliall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  serve  under 
eacii  of  the  six  assistant  secretaries  of  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion, and  who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  $4,000  per  annum.  There  shall 
also  be  in  each  of  said  bureaus  one  chief  clerk  and  one  auditor  and 
such  numljer  of  examiners  as  may  be  needed  to  carry  out  tiie  purposes 
of  this  act ;  said  auditors  and  examiners  shall  be  expert  accountants 
and  shall  be  paid  a  salary  to  he  fixed  l)y  law  and  necessary  expenses. 
Tiiere  shall  also  be  such  other  clerical  assistants  as  may  from  time  to 
time  lie  authorized  by  Congress.  It  shall  t>e  the  province  and  duty 
of  said  Bureaus  of  'J'ransportatlon  Corporations,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  to  inspect,  examine,  and  regulate 
all  corporations  engaged  in  interstate  and  foreign  commerce  as  common 
carriers,  or  owners  or  operntor.s  of  transportntion  highways,  by  gatbei- 
ing,  compiling,  publisliing.  and  sujiplying  all  available  and  useful  in- 
formation concerning  such  ctirporatlous.  including  the  m.inner  in  which 
their  i>nsiness  is  conducted,  and  by  such  other  methods  and  means  aa 
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may   be   prescribed   by   the    Secretary   of   Transportation,    or   provided 
by  law. 

Every  corporation  governed  by  this  act  shall  make  annual  reports 
In  writing  to  the  auditor,  and  such  reports  shall  In  all  cases  Include; 

(a)  Capital  authorized  and  Issued,  the  amount  paid  up  In  cash  or 
otherwise,  with  a  statement  of  the  method  of  payment  where  It  Is  not 
in  cash. 

(b)  Debts,  including  details  as  to  the  amounts  thereof,  and  security 
given  therefor,  if  any. 

(c)  Obligations  due  from  officers,  which  shall  be  separately  stated. 

(d)  A  statement  of  assets  .nnd  the  method  of  valuing  the  same, 
whether  at  cost  price,  by  appraisal,  or  otherwise,  and  of  the  allowance 
made  for  depreciation.  Small  Items  of  personal  property  included  In 
the  plant  may  be  described  by  the  term  "  sundries  '  or  like  general 
term. 

(e)  Gross  earnings  for  the  period  covered  by  the  report,  all  de- 
ductions necessary  for  interest,  taxes,  and  expenses  of  all  sorts,  the 
Burplus  available  for  dividends,  and  dividends  actually  declared. 

(f)  Increase  of  assets  since  the  last  statement,  with  a  showing  in 
wiat  way  such  Increase  has  been  secured. 

(g)  The  names  and  addresses  of  all  stockholders,  with  the  number 
of  shares  held  by  each  at  the  date  of  the  report. 

(h)  The  amount  of  stock  disposed  of  and  the  amount  of  property 
taken  for  stock  sold  since  the  last  report,  with  all  facts  necessary  to 
show  the  result  of  the  transaction. 

(1)  A  statement  showing  that  the  corporation  in  question  has  not, 
during  the  period  covered  by  the  said  report,  received  or  given  any 
rebates,  drawbacks,  special  rates,  or  other  discriminating  advantages, 
or  preferences  by  money  payments  or  otherwise,  from  or  to  any  rail- 
road, pipe  line,  water  carrier,  or  other  transportation  company  or 
paid  to  any  shipper  any  such  payments ;  or  if  any  such  have  been 
received  or  given,  stating  to  whom,  from  whom,  on  what  account,  and 
In  what  manner  they  were  so  received  or  given,  with  all  other  details 
necessary  for  the  full  understanding  of  the  transaction  or  transac- 
tions. 

(])  The  names  and  addresses  of  all  ofBcers,  location  of  transfer  or 
registry  oflRces,  wherever  located. 

(k)  A  statement  that  the  corporation  has  not  fixed  prices  or  done 
any  other  act  with  a  view  to  restricting  trade  or  driving  any  com- 
petitor out  of  business. 

(1)  A  statement  that  the  corporation  Is  or  Is  not  a  party  to  any  con- 
tract, combination,  or  conspiracy  in  the  form  of  a  trust  or  otherwise,  in 
restraint  of  trade  or  commerce  among  the  several  States  or  Territories 
or  with  foreign  nations. 

(m)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  of  each  Bureau  of  Transpor- 
tation Corporations  to  prescribe  the  form  of  the  reports  before  men- 
tioned, lie  may,  in  his  discretion,  require  additional  reports  at  any 
time,  upon  reasonable  notice,  whenever  he  may  see  fit.  But  his  deter- 
mination shall  be  prima  facie  proof  that  the  notice  given  is  reasonable. 

He  may  also  require  supplemental  reports  whenever,  in  his  judgment, 
the  report  rendered  Is  In  any  particular  or  particulars  insufficient,  eva- 
sive, or  ambiguous. 

He  may  prescribe  rules  so  as  to  avoid  undue  detail  in  making  the 
reports,  but  no  detail  of  the  business  of  the  corporation  shall  be  consid- 
ered private  so  as  to  be  exempt  from  the  examination  of  the  auditor 
whenever  he  may  demand  report  thereon. 

He  shall  make  public  in  bis  reports,  which  shall  be  Issued  annually, 
all  the  Information  contained  in  the  reports  so  made  to  him.  When  a 
report  lias  been  made  by  .i  corporation  and,  with  all  supplemental  and 
additional  reports  required  by  the  auditor,  shall  have  been  approved  by 
him,  the  corporation  making  such  report  or  reports  shall  publish  the 
same  In  some  newspaper  nearest  to  Its  principal  place  of  business,  after 
the  usual  custom  In  such  cases,  with  the  auditor's  minutes  of  approval, 
and  shall  file  with  the  auditor  proof  of  such  publication  by  the  pub- 
lisher's certificate. 

Sec.  G.  That  it  any  corporation  shall  fall  to  make  a  report  when  re- 
quired, either  by  the  terms  of  this  act  or  when  required  by  the  auditor, 
as  herein  provided,  said  corporation  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one- 
twentieth  of  1  per  cent  of  its  last  annual  gross  earnings  for  each  of- 
fense. Every  week  of  failure  after  such  reasonable  written  demand 
has  been  made  by  the  auditor  shall  constitute  a  separate  and  distinct 
offen.se.  In  c.nse  also  of  failure,  each  of  the  directors  of  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  be  Ineligible  for  the  year  succeeding  the  next  annual 
meeting  to  bold  either  dheotorshlp  or  any  other  office  in  the  said  cor- 
poration ;  but  any  director  shall  he  exempt  from  said  penalty  upon  mak- 
ing a  statement  under  oath  that  he  has  Individually  made  such  a  report 
to  the  best  of  bis  ability  from  the  facts  at  his  disposal. 
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It  stich  report  Is  false  In  any  material  respect  the  ofGcer  making  gnma 
sliall  be  gnllty  of  perjui-y  and  the  corporation  sball  be  fined  not  less 
than  ten  tbonsand  nor  more  than  lifty  thousand  dollars,  and  each  false 
statement  In  any  material  matter  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense. 
All  tines  and  penalties  Imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  recovered  pr  en- 
forced In  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Seo  7.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  examiners,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  auditor,  to  make  examinations  of  any  corporation  governed 
by  this  act. 

Any  of  said  examiners  presenting  his  official  credentials  shall  be 
fiirnisbcd  by  the  officers  of  tlie  corporation  with  evety  facility  for  com- 
plete and  full  examination,  not  only  of  the  books,  but  all  of  the  pro))- 
erty,  records,  or  papers  of  the  corporation,  which  may  be  necessary,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  examiner,  for  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  concern. 

Such  examinations  shall  not  be  at  flxod  periods,  but  shall  be  at  such 
times  as  the  auditor  shall  fix  and  without  notice. 

Examiners  shall  have  the  power  to  examine  under  oath  oil  officers 
or  employees  of  the  corporation,  or  any  other  persons  having  any  knowl- 
edge of  its  affali's,  and  to  send  for,  demand,  and  inspect  books,  papers, 
nnd  any  other  matter  of  evidence  whatever  which  is  In  the  possessio.i 
or  control  of  the  said  corporation. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  act  examiners  shall  have  power  to  require, 
by  subpoena,  toe  attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses,  and  the  pro- 
duction of  all  books,  papers,  contracts,  agreements,  and  documents  re- 
lating to  any  matter  under  investigation. 

Such  attendance  of  witnesses  and  the  production  of  such  documen- 
tary evidence  may  be  required  from  any  place  In  the  United  States  at 
any  designated  place  of  hearing,  and  In  case  of  disobedience  to  a  sub- 
poena the  examiner  may  Invoke  the  aid  of  any  court  of  the  United  States 
in  requiring  the  attendance. 

And  any  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  juris- 
diction of  which  such  inquii-y  is  carried  on  may,  in  case  of  contumacy 
or  refusal  of  any  witness  to  obey  a  subpoena  Issued  to  any  corporation 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  other  person.  Issue  au  order 
requiring  such  corporation  or  other  person  to  appear  liefore  said  ex- 
aminer (and  produce  books  and  papers  If  so  ordered)  and  give  ev-Idence 
touching  the  matter  In  question  ;  and  any  failure  to  obey  such  order 
of  the  court  may  be  punished  by  such  court  as  and  for  a  contemjit 
thereof.  The  claim  that  any  such  testimony  or  evidence  m:iy  tend  to 
incriminate  the  person  giving  such  evidence  or  testimony  sliall  not 
excuse  such  person  from  testifying:  but  such  testimony  sliall  not  be 
used  against  such  person  on  the  trial  of  any  criminal  proceeding. 

The  auditor  shall  also  have  all  the  authority  of  an  examiner  in  any 
case  wherein  he  chooses  himself  to  act. 

No  examiner  shall  be  assigned  to  examine  ony  corporation  who  Is 
himself  Interested  In  the  business  thereof,  or  of  any  competing  con- 
cern, or  who  has  relatives  who  are  so  Interested. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  an  examiner  to  divulge  private  business  ex- 
cept by  his  report  to  the  auditor.  But  such  report,  or  the  substauco 
thereof,  shall  be  open  to  public  Inspection. 

Each  examiner  shall  follow  the  rules,  regulations,  and  directions 
which  the  auditor  may  from  time  to  time  lay  down  or  communicate  to 
him  as  to  the  method  of  examination,  the  form  of  report,  the  matters 
to  be  covered  by  the  said  examination,  and  all  matters  pertaining  to 
bis  duties.  ,     ,  ,.,.         ^,. 

Said  examinations  and  reports  shall  always  cover,  among  others,  the 
following  questions  ond  matters :  _         ^,         .    ^     , 

(a)  Has  the  said  corporation,  or  any  officer  thereof,  during  period 
covered  by  the  examination  and  report,  given  or  received  any  rebates, 
drawbacks,  special  rates,  or  other  discriminations,  advantages,  prefpr- 
ences  by  money  payments,  or  othenvlse,  to  or  from  any  railroad,  pipe 
line,  water  carrier,  or  other  transportation  company,  or  person  engaged 
in  interstate  commerce,  or  from  any  manufacturer  or  vender  of  any 
supplies  or  materials  purchased  by  or  for  said  corporation. 

(b)  If  there  have  been  such  preferences  when  they  were  received  or 
given  from  whom  or  to  whom,  on  what  account  and  In  what  manner, 
clvlng  all  details  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  transaction. 

(c)  Is  the  said  corporation  or  any  of  Its  officers  a  member  of  any 
combination  having,  seeking,  or  Intending  to  secure  a  monopoly  of  any 
commodity  other  than  such  monopolies  as  arc  legally  granted  by  pat- 
ents or  otherwise?  ,  ,  j         i,.      „_ 

(d)  Has  the  said  corporation  any  such  monopoly  or  does  it  use 
methods  tending  to  secure  sucii  monopoly?        ^    ^     ^,       ^ 

(e)  Has  it  made  any  contracts  or  agreements  tending  to  secure  any 
such  monopoly  to  Itself  or  any  other  concern,  whether  owned  by  an 
individual  or  individuals,  a  corporation,  or  some  combination  of  Indi- 
viduals or  corporations  J 
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(f)  la  such  corporntlon,  or  any  of  Its  oflScers,  a  party  to  any  con- 
tract, agreement,  combination,  or  conspiracy,  In  the  form  of  a  trust  or 
otherwise.  In  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce  among  the  several  States 
or  with  foreign  nations? 

(g)  Has  the  corporation,  or  any  of  its  officers,  purchased  or  does  it 
kola  the  stock  of  any  other  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
us  management? 

Said  reports  of  the  examiners  shall  he  prima  facie  evidence  as  to 
their  truth,  and  may  he  Introduced  in  evidence  In  all  courts  to  prove 
the  facts  therein  set  forth.  Copies  certified  by  the  Auditor  shall  be 
admissible  with  like  elTect  and  under  the  same  circumstances  as  the 
original.  * 

The  word  "  corporation,"  wherever  used  in  this  act,  shall  he  deemed 
to  Include  companies  and  associations  existing  or  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the 
laws  of  any  foreign  country. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  shall  annually,  at  the 
close  of  each  fiscal  year,  make  a  report  In  writing  to  the  Congress, 
giving  an  account  of  all  money  received  and  disbursed  by  him  and  his 
Department,  and  describing  the  work  done  by  the  Department  in  In- 
specting, examining,  and  regulating,  as  prescribed  by  law,  all  corpora- 
tions engaged  in  interstate  and  foreign  commerce ;  in  the  ownership, 
or  operation,  of  any  of  the  foregoing-described  transportation  highways 
or  lines  of  transportation  or  engaged  as  common  carriers  In  interstate 
or  foreign  commerce,  and  making  such  recommendations  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary  for  the  effective  performance  of  the  duties  and  purposes 
of  the  Department.  He  shall  also,  from  time  to  time,  make  such 
special  investigations  and  reports  as  he  may  be  required  to  do  by  the 
President,  or  by  either  House  of  Congress,  or  which  he  himself  may 
deem  necessary  and  urgent. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  Secretary  of  Transportation  shall  have  charge  of 
the  building  or  premises  occupied  by  or  appropriated  to  and  for  the 
Department  of  Transportation,  of  the  library,  furniture,  fixtures, 
records,  and  other  property  appertaining  to  it,  or  hereafter  required  for 
use  in  its  business ;  and  be  shall  be  allowed  to  expend  for  periodicals 
and  the  purposes  of  the  library  and  for  the  rental  of  appropriate  quar- 
ters for  the  accommodation  of  the  Department  of  Transportation  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  all  other  incidental  expenses  such 
Bums  as  Congi-ess  may  provide  from  time  to  time :  Provided,  however. 
That  where  any  olBce,  oureau,  or  branch  of  the  public  service  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  Transportation  by  this  act  Is  occupying 
rented  buildings  or  premises  it  may  still  continue  to  do  so  until  other 
suitable  quarters  are  provided  for  Its  use:  Ana  provided  Jurtlier,  That 
all  officers,  clerks,  and  employees  now  employed  in  any  of  the  bureaus, 
offices,  departments,  or  branches  of  the  public  service  referred  to  In 
this  act  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Transportation  are  each  and 
all  hereby  transferred  to  said  Department  at  their  present  grades  and 
salaries  except  where  otherwise  provided :  And  provided  further.  That 
all  laws  prescribing  the  work  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  several 
bureaus,  offices,  departments,  or  branches  of  the  public  service  by  this 
act  transferred  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  Department  of  Transportation 
shall,  so  far  as  the  same  are  not  In  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  remain  in  force  and  effect  until  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  10.  That  all  power  and  authority  heretofore  possessed  or  exer- 
cised by  the  head  of  any  Executive  Department  over  any  bureau,  office, 
branch,  or  division  of  the  public  service  by  this  act  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  Transportation,  or  any  business  arising  therefrom  or 
appertaining  thereto,  whether  of  an  appellate  or  advisory  character,  or 
otherwise,  shall  hereafter  be  vested  In  and  exercised  by  the  head  of  the 
Bald  Department  of  Transportation.  And  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts 
inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

All  branches  of  the  work  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
except  such  as  relates  to  the  work  of  said  Commission  In  examining 
Into  and  regulating  rates  and  classification  of  rates  for  transportation, 
are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Transportation.  But 
nothing  in  this  act  s^all  be  construed  as  In  any  way  abandoning  any  of 
the  powers  over  Interstate  commerce  and  Interstate  carriers  conferred 
by  the  Interstate  commerce  act. 

Sec.  11.  That  it  shall  t)e  the  duty  of  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion to  especially  see  to  it  that  all  the  laws  regulating  common  carriers 
and  interstate  transportation  highways  are  strictly  enforced  and  that 
all  violations  of  the  same  are  promptly  punished  according  to  law. 
And  said  Department  of  Transportation  shall  execute  promptly  the  en- 
forcement of  all  orders  and  decisions  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission affecting  rates,  classifications,  and  so  forth. 
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Sec.  12.  That  all  said  transportation  corporations,  and  their  stock- 
holders, officers,  directors,  and  agents,  are  hereby  required  to  report 
annually  to  the  Department  of  Transportation  within  ten  days  after 


trlbnted  directly  or  Indirectly  by  them  to  the  committees,  candidates,  or 
campaign  funds  of  the  separate  political  parties  engaged  in  said 
elections. 

Sec.  13.  That  a  person,  to  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
shall  be  appointed  to  formulate,  under  his  direction,  for  the  instruction 
of  consular  officers,  the  requests  of  the  Secretary  of  Transportation, 
and  to  prepare  from  the  dispatches  of  consular  officers  for  transmission 
to  the  Secretai-y  of  Transportation  such  information  as  appertains  to 
the  worlc  of  the  Department  of  Transportation ;  and  such  person  shall 
be  the  chief  of  such  bureau,  with  a  salary  of  |4,000  a  year,  and  he 
furnished  with  such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sgc.  14.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  just  read  by  the  Cleric, 
introduced  by  me,  to  create  the  Department  of  Transportation,  is 
a  most  comprehensive  measure,  dealing  in  a  logical  way  and  a 
practicable  manner  with  this  great  interstate-commerce  transpor- 
tation problem.  The  measure  provides  for  particular  officials  in 
the  new  department  to  investigate,  report  on,  and  regulate  steam 
and  electric  railways,  telegraphs,  telephones,  waterway  traffic, 
pipe  lines,  and  the  express  business.  Powers  are  conferred  on 
the  department  to  obtain  full  information  not  only  as  to  rates 
and  other  traffic  arrangements,  but  as  to  the  genuine  capital  em- 
ployed, the  resources  and  liabilities,  earnings,  dividends,  etc. ; 
and  penalties,  rather  more  severe  than  those  usually  made  for 
the  tender  discipline  of  lawless  corporations,  are  fixed,  such  as 
heavy  fines  and  ineligibility  of  directors  to  retain  their  office 
when  they  have  made  false  reports  or  defied  the  officials  seek- 
ing information.  The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  not  to  Interfere 
with  the  work  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  ex- 
amining into  and  regulating  rates,  but  to  assist  in  the  work 
of  comiwlling  the  transportation  companies  to  obey  the  law, 
as  all  others  are  expected  to  do ;  and  if  this  bill  were  placed  on 
the  statute  books,  I  feel  confident  it  would  help  very  much,  and 
go  very  far  to  solve  some  of  the  intricate  questions  presented  by 
these  iKiwerful  interstate  transportation  systems. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  if  a  simple  bill  were  prepared  and  en- 
acted into  law,  making  the  giving  or  receiving  of  a  rebate  a  fel- 
ony, and  the  power  conferred  on  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission, where  rates  were  unjust  and  unreasonable,  to  fix  just 
and  reasonable  rates  and  maintain  the  same,  unless  modified 
or  set  aside  by  the  court  of  last  resort,  and  my  bill,  which  has 
just  been  read  by  the  Clerk,  placed  by  its  side  on  the  statute 
books,  that  the  cause  of  the  people  would  triumph,  that  the 
Government  would  control  the  situation,  and  be  able  to  fix 
the  rates  and  regulate  the  great  Interstate  transportation  sys- 
tems of  our  country.  Instead  of  the  great  Interstate  ti-ansporta- 
tion  companies  controlling  and  dominating  the  Government. 
[Applause.] 

I  have  given  much  time  and  careful  study  to  the  problems 
which  we  have  been  debating  here  for  the  past  week,  and 
which  are  and  have  been  live  questions  before  the  people  of 
this  country  for  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years;  and  I  t)elleve 
that  if  we  had  a  Department  of  Transportation  to  regulate  the 
ralli-oads  and  the  transportation  companies  of  the  country,  ns 
provided  In  my  bill,  and  to  see  to  it  that  they  did  not  violate 
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the  law,  and  It  they  did  violate  the  law  that  the  penalties  of 
existing  laws  were  speedily  enforced  against  them,  I  believe 
that  most  of  the  problems  would  be  solved  and  the  question  at 
issue  settled  in  Justice  to  all  and  with  injui-y  to  none. 

This  bill  of  mine,  sir,  to  create  the  Department  of  Transpor- 
tation has  been  approved  in  editorials  by  some  of  the  leading 
American  newspapers.  It  has  met  with  most  favorable  com- 
ment by  many  of  the  leading  political  writers  and  philosoph- 
ical thinkers  and  railway  economists  of  the  land ;  and  I  believe 
that  sooner  or  later  this  bill  of  mine,  or  some  measure  of  a 
similar  character,  will  be  enacted  into  law  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  the  first  attempt  that  has  ever  been 
made  in  this  country  to  deal  with  this  interstate-transportation 
problem  in  a  scientific  manner  and  a  practicable  business  way. 
And  just  in  this  connection  I  want  to  have  read  a  letter  from 
the  American  Anti-Trust  League,  a  well-known  nonpartisan 
organization  of  earnest  and  determined  and  patriotic  and  lib- 
erty-loving Americans,  who  have  done  and  are  doing  most 
effective  work  for  reform,  for  good  government,  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  against  the  criminal  trusts,  for  honest  and 
Just  and  equal  laws,  and  for  every  righteous  struggle  in  the 
cause  of  the  plain  people,  and  who  are  organized  for  influ- 
ential work  in  every  State  in  the  Union.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  to  the  House  the  following  letter. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

M.  I/.  Lockwood,  national  president ;  H.  B.  Martin,  national  secre- 
tary ;  C.  T.  Bride,  national  treasurer ;  W.  B.  Fleming,  national  finan- 
cial secretary ;  William  M.  Morgan,  national  recording  secretary. 

National  executive  committee. — M.  L.  Lockwood  (chairman),  Pennsyl- 
vania; H.  B.  Martin  (secretary).  New  York;  P.  8.  Monnett,  Ohio; 
P.  E.  Dowe,  New  York ;  F.  J.  Van  Vorhls,  Indiana ;  W.  T.  LaFoUettc, 
Soutli  Dakota ;  James  Barrett,  Georgia ;  William  Prentiss,  Illinois ; 
C.  T.  Bride,  District  of  Columbia :  H.  J.  Scbulteis,  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  W.  B.  Fleming,  Kentucky ;  W.  A.  L.  Riegel,  New  York. 

Capt.  Charles  Campbell,  general  organizer.  New  York. 

"  Salus  popuU  Buprema  est  lex." 

The  American  Anti-Tbust  League, 
National  Office,  1220  Peknstlvania  Avenue  NW., 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  iO,  ISOe. 

Deab  Sib  :  Tbe  national  executive  committee  of  the  American  Antt- 
Trnst  league  believing  that  the  prompt  and  thorough  enforcement  of 
the  laws  governing  the  great  transportation  corporations  now  in  con- 
trol of  the  transportation  business  of  the  nation  is  of  most  vital  im- 
portance to  the  wnole  people,  and  believing,  after  a  careful  examination 
of  Its  main  features,  that  H.  K.  8453,  the  bill  creating  a  department  of 
transportation,  introduced  by  Congressman  William  Sulzer,  of  New 
York,  Is  a  mach  needed  and  effective  step  toward  securing  the  proper 
enforcement  of  the  laws  regulating  transportation,  we  hereby  heartily 
Indorse  the  said  bill  and  urge  upon  Congress  that  it  be  enacted  into 
law  at  the  present  session  for  the  following  reasons : 

Fh'st  Because  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  proper  provision  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  governing  the  vast  transportation  t>uslness 
of  the  United  States. 

Second.  Because  II.  R.  8453  provides  for  a  thoroughly  competent  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  charged  with  the  sole  duty  of  securing  an 
effective  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  regulations  governing  the  trans- 
portation industry. 

Third.  The  creating  of  such  nn  executive  department  of  transporta- 
tion, clothed  with  the  comprehensive  supervisory  and  regulative  powers 
{)rovlded  in  Congressman  SulZeb's  bill,  will  act  as  a  powerful  prevent- 
ve  of  many  violations  of  the  law  and  will  secure  prompt  punishment 
of  the  great  corporate  offenders  who  now  seem  to  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  law. 

Fourth.  Such  a  department  of  transportation,  as  provided  in  H.  K. 
8453,  will  secure  full  publicity  In  the  workings  of  the  transportation 
corporations,  and  thus  prevent  those  numerous  violations  of  the  law^s, 
which  arc  only  made  possible  because  of  their  secrecy. 
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Fifth.  The  secret  rebates  and  discriminations  of  the  carriers  which 
have  built  up  the  jji'eat  crlmlDal  trusts  will  be  prevented  by  the  provi- 
sions embodied  In  Mr.  Sulzes's  bill. 

Sixth.  The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  being  relieved  of  the 
enormous  details  of  the  executive  duty  of  attempting  to  enforce  the 
la-ws,  will  be  able  to  much  more  elTectlvely  perform  Its  proper  function 
of  regulating  rates,  classifications,  etc. 

Seventh.  The  defiance,  both  open  and  secret,  of  the  laws  by  the  great 
ti*ansportation  corporations,  which  has  become  a  national  scandal  and 
nn  intolerable  abuse,  can  be  easily  put  a  stop  to  by  the  provisions  for 
policing  the  railroad  corporations  and  other  transportation  companies 
emlM>died  In  the  Sulzer  bill. 

Eighth.  H.  R.  8453  also  provides  on  effective  check  upon  the  great 
evils  connected  with  the  corrupt  influence  In  elections,  of  the  enormous 
contributions  to  the  campaign  funds  of  favored  political  parties  and 
candidates  which  now  prevails. 

Ninth.  H.  R.  845.'>  greatly  simplifies  the  work  of  government  regula- 
tion and  enforcement  of  existing  laws  relating  to  this  vast  transporta- 
tion business  by  providing  what  we  should  always  be  extremely  careful 
to  maintain,  viz,  the  complete  separation  of  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive branches  of  our  government  machinery. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  that  will  readily  commend  themselves 
to  all  who  carefully  consider  the  provisions  of  the  Department  of 
Transportation  bill  (H.  R.  84D3),  we  request  all  friends  of  the  pro- 
posed law  to  use  their  influence  through  commercial  and  industrial 
organizations,  through  the  press,  and  with  their  Congressmen  and  Sena- 
tors, to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
National  Executitb   Committeb 

American  Antitbdst  League. 
H.  B.  Mabtix^  National  Secretary. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  letter  from  the  American 
Anti-Trust  League  of  the  United  States,  indorsing  my  bill  to 
create  the  Department  of  Transportation,  speaks  for  itself.  It 
is  a  bugle  call  in  no  uncertain  tones  to  every  friend  of  gorem- 
mental  regulation  of  interstate  transportation  corporations  to 
favor  and  aid  In  the  enactment  of  the  legislation  proposed  In 
my  bill,  and  needs  from  me  no  further  comment 

It  is  only  just  for  me  to  say,  however,  that  I  have  received 
numerous  letters  from  all  over  the  country  in  favor  of  this  bill 
to  create  the  Department  of  Transportation  to  regulate  the  great 
interstate  transporatlon  companies  of  the  country  and  to  be  able 
to  see  to  It  that  they  obey  the  law  and  do  no  injury  to  the  people. 
I  have  taken  this  opportunity  to  put  the  bill  in  the  Recobd  as  a 
part  of  my  speech  to  give  notice  to  the  Members  of  the  House 
that  I  shall  offer  It  as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  bill  when 
the  bill  is  open  for  amendment ;  and  to  get  my  measure,  with  all 
that  it  means,  before  the  people  generally  of  the  country,  so  that 
those  who  are  really  interested  in  this  great  transportation 
question  can  read  it  for  themselves,  in  connection  with  the  mat- 
ters now  under  discussion,  and  can  study  its  features  and  their 
application  to  the  problems  we  are  endeavoring  to  solve ;  and  I 
believe  that  those  who  look  deeply  and  carefully  into  the  sub- 
ject and  who  truly  and  earnestly  desire  to  accomplish  some- 
thing of  a  permanent  character  to  compel  the  railways  and  other 
interstate  transportation  corporatious,  including  the  steam- 
boats, the  telegraph,  the  telephone,  the  express,  and  the  pipe 
line  companies,  to  obey  the  law  of  the  land,  will  agree  with  me, 
that  this  proposed  legislation,  embodied  in  this  bill  introduced 
by  me,  goes  further  than  any  other  plan  heretofore  conceived  to 
treat  all  the  matters  involved  in  this  discussion  In  a  practical 
business  way  and  in  a  comprehensive  governmental  manner. 
[Applause.] 

I  shall  do  my  best,  Mr.  Chairman,  In  Congress  and  out  of  Con- 
gre.^s.  to  uuike  this  bill  a  law.  I  do  not  say  it  is  perfect  I  know 
in  t!ie  first  instance  that  no  proposed  constructive  legislation  le 
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absolutely  perfect ;  but  I  do  claim  that  it  is  practicable,  that  it  Is 
comprehensive,  that  It  is  constitutional,  and  that  it  will  go  further 
in  every  way  than  any  other  plan  thus  far  proposed  to  effectu- 
ally check  the  evils  which  have  grown  up  during  the  last 
twenty-five  years  in  connection  with  our  interstate  transporta- 
tion corporations,  and  do  more  than  any  other  thing  thus  far 
suggested  to  remedy  all  the  interstate  transi)ortation  evils  so 
bitterly  complained  of,  at  the  present  time,  by  the  ijeople  of 
the  United  States.  I  shall  welcome  letters  of  approval,  or  sug- 
gestions and  criticisms  concerning  this  bill,  from  any  and  every 
citizen  of  our  country  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  study  this 
broad  and  complete  measure  and  the  time  to  write  me  his  views 
concerning  it 

If  it  is  claimed  that  the  enactment  of  this  bill  into  law  would 
create  additional  offices  and  more  expense  to  the  Government, 
I  answer,  that  if  the  people  can  get  the  right  kind  of  men  to 
occupy  these  offices,  created  in  this  bill,  the  gain  will  be  the 
people's  gain ;  and  so  far  as  the  expense  is  concerned  it  will  be 
Infinitesimal  in  comparison  with  the  importance  of  the  data  and 
statistics  which  will  be  procured,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  which  can  be  accomplished  all  along  the  line  of  the  peo- 
ple's desires  and  demands.  I  say,  and  those  who  have  studied 
this  subject  sufficiently  to  speak  intelligently  about  it  I  think 
will  agree  with  me,  that  the  real  solution  of  the  problems  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  the  evils  growing  out  of  abuses  by 
great  interstate  transportation  systems  is  publicity  and  the  rigid 
and  prompt  enforcement  of  the  law,  and  this  can  only  be  done 
and  accomplished  by  Government  regulation  and  Government 
supervision  of  these  interstate  transportation  corporations.  It 
is  just  as  practicable  from  a  business  view,  and  a  governmental 
standi>oint,  as  the  supervision  and  the  regulation  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  national  banks,  and  I  say  just  as  necessary.  The 
railroads  must  be  the  servants  of  the  people — not  their  masters. 

This  bill  is  in  the  interest  of  the  tollers  of  our  land,  the  ship- 
pers and  producers  of  our  country,  and  the  people  generally. 
If  there  be  any  genuine  opposition  to  this  legislation  It  comes 
from  the  interstate  transportation  systems  that  are  violating 
the  law,  and  dread  publicity,  and  fear  exposure,  and  speedy 
punishment  through  the  agencies  created  by  this  bill  for  gov- 
ernmental supervision  and  regulation.  I  say  the  bill  is  a  good 
bill,  a  just  bill,  a  comprehensive  bill,  and  a  feasible  construc- 
tive scheme  of  practical  legislation  along  proper  and  intelligent 
lines  to  eradicate  intrenched  wrongs  that  are  to-day  oppressing 
the  people  and  doing  a  great  injustice  to  the  citizens  of  this 
country.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  legislative  reforms  are  things  of  slow  growth. 
It  takes  years  of  agitation  to  create  sufficient  public  opinion 
to  write  a  new  law  upon  the  statute  books  In  the  interest  of 
all  the  people.  But  how  different  concerning  the  wishes  of  the 
selfish  few.  A  great  trust  battening  on  the  people's  credulity, 
or  a  great  monopoly  fattening  on  special  privilege  and  nurtured 
by  political  favoritism,  can  come  to  the  halls  of  Congress  and 
pass  a  bill  for  Its  own  selfish  Interests  and  greedy  purposes 
during  the  lifetime  of  a  single  session.  It  takes,  however,  a 
long  time  for  the  people  to  win ;  but  the  truth  will  and  must 
eventually  prevail  If  one  man  dare  assert  it  every  day.  So  the 
truth  of  this  proposition  will  win  in  the  end. 
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Now,  Mr.  Cbairman,  as  I  have  said,  I  sball  offer  tbis  bill  of 
mine  "as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  measure  when  the  bill  is 
open  for  amendment  in  the  House.  I  believe  my  bill  is  germane 
to  the  projposition  we  are  at  present  discussing  and  will  not  be 
subject  to  a  point  of  order,  but  whether  it  is  or  not,  I  want  to 
give  notice  now  that  I  am  in  earnest  in  my  contention  for  the 
enactment  into  law  of  this  bill,  and  I  shall  keep  up  the  fight 
week  in  and  week  out  until  the  matter  is  properly  presented  to 
the  House  and  an  opportunity  given  for  discussion  and  a  vote 
taken  upon  it  on  its  merits.  The  vast  extent  of  the  interstate 
transportation  problem  and  the  pressing  and  urgent  importance 
of  legislative  remedies  to  correct  existing  evils  to  all  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  ample  warrant  for  Congress  to  give 
this  question  the  deepest  investigation  and  the  fullest  consid- 
eration. There  are  many  bills  now  before  Congress  affecting 
this  question,  some  good,  some  bad,  some  indifferent,  but  no  one 
of  the  bills,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  complete  solution  of  all  the 
questions  involved  in  the  problem.  Hence  the  disposition  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  Republican  leaders,  which  must  be  mani- 
fest to  all,  to  rush  through  some  plainly  imperfect  bill,  to  rail- 
road to  the  Senate  some  defective  measure,  and  then  attempt  to 
wash  their  hands  of  all  further  responsibility  in  the  matter,  as 
was  done  in  the  last  Congress  with  the  Esch-Townsend  bill,  is  a 
procedure  that  should  not  commend  itself  to  the  Members  of 
this  House,  and  I  know  will  not  be  approved  by  the  people. 

I  do  not  claim  that  my  bill  is  a  panacea  for  all  the  evils 
growing  out  of  the  interstate  transportation  problem.  But  I 
do  assert  that  my  bill  proposes  to  settle,  and  settle  right  and 
for  a  long  time  to  come,  a  most  important  phase  of  tliis  ab- 
struse and  intricate  question,  and  to  do  it  in  a  thorough,  prompt, 
practical,  effective,  and  businesslike  way,  by  publicity,  and  by 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  our  country  affecting  every  com- 
pany and  corporation  doing  an  interstate-commerce  transporta- 
tion business.  This  will  include  all  railways,  all  steamboats, 
all  express  companies,  all  pipe  lines,  all  telephone  lines,  and  all 
telegraph  lines,  and  the  Government  will  be  able  to  make  in- 
vestigations, secure  the  information,  collect  the  data,  and  effectu- 
ally deal  with  the  questions  involved  through  the  instrumen- 
talities created  in  this  bill  in  an  intelligent  way  and  a  compre- 
hensive manner.     [Applause.] 

If  this  bill  becomes  a  law  the  Government  will  bo  in  a  posi- 
tion to  have  in  its  power  the  agency  to  gather  data,  ascertain 
facts,  get  information,  make  investigations,  enforce  its  orders, 
and  prevent  evils  and  wrongs  by  the  strict  and  speedy  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  now  on  the  statute  books,  and  if  those  laws  are 
not  sufficient  to  stop  the  evils  complained  of  by  the  people,  then 
the  Government  can  recommend  to  Congress  the  enactment  of 
additional  laws  to  effectually  eradicate  every  evil  in  connec- 
tion with  the  interstate  transportation  problem. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  studying  this  great  question  I  am  satisfied 
that  three  things  are  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done,  at  the 
present  time,  to  effectually  deal  with  the  problems  arising  from 
the  abuses  of  these  inter.state  transportation  systems. 

First,  there  must  be  a  body  like  the  Interstate  Connnerce 
Connnission,  clothed  with  the  right  and  authority  to  make  just, 
fair  and  reasonable  rates  in  place  of  unjust,  unfair,  and  un- 
reasonable rates,  and  have  these  rates  take  effect  immediately, 
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and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until  modified  or  set  aside  by 
the  Commission ;  or  modified  or  set  aside  by  the  court  of  last 
resort.  This  is  an  administrative  function  and  should  be  the 
sole  and  only  power  under  the  constitutional  limitations  of  our 
Government  conferred  on  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 

Second.  There  must  be  a  body  clothed  with  authority  to  deter- 
mine controversies,  review  the  orders  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission,  and  interpret  the  laws  of  Congress  governing 
and  regulating  transportation.  This  is  a  judicial  function,  and 
should  properly  be  vested  in  the  courts  of  our  country. 

Third.  There  should  be  an  executive  department  in  the  Na- 
tional Government,  with  a  Cabinet  oflBcer  at  its  head,  charged 
with  the  responsibility  and  the  sole  duty  of  the  prompt  and 
thorough  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  concern- 
ing companies  and  corporations  doing  an  interstate-commerce 
business.  My  bill  creates  this  department  This  is  an  execu- 
tive function,  and  belongs  to  the  executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  these  three  functions  should  always  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  I  have  stated  the  proposition  broadly  and 
briefly.  I  have  drawn  my  bill  to  create  such  a  department  in  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government,  for  the  effective  and  speedy 
enforcement  of  the  laws  governing  every  company,  and  every  cor- 
poration, and  every  common  carrier  doing  an  interstate-commerce 
business.  My  plan  is  in  line  with  the  true  principles  of  our  in- 
stitutions from  the  days  of  the  fathers  down  to  the  present 
time,  and  when  it  is  adopted  by  Congress,  and  it  must  be  adopted 
sooner  or  later,  it  will  provide  the  quickest  agency  for  the 
proper  and  speedy  execution  of  the  laws  against  flagrant  viola- 
tions of  our  statutes ;  and,  to  my  mind,  after  mature  reflection 
and  careful  consideration  I  believe  it  will  prove  an  effectual 
remedy  for  the  principal  evils  we  are  trying  to  check  and  to 
stop ;  and  for  once  and  for  all  time  eradicate  from  the  body 
politic  and  our  system  of  government  the  lawless  abuses  of  the 
great  and  the  powerful  interstate-transportation  companies  of 
our  country.  [Loud  applause.] 
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stop  Fooling  the  Rnilnay  Workmen. 

The  Republicans  vote  to  suspend  the  eight-hour  law  In  the  Canal 
Zone,  but  refuse  to  allow  a  Tote  for  the  relief  of  the  thousands  of  rail- 
way employees  of  the  country. 

This  is  the  one  act  of  lesisiation  above  all  others  that  the  railroad 
employees  of  this  country  demand,  and  which  they  have  tried  to  secure 
from  Congress  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  In  justice  to  these 
deserving  and  heroic  men,  who  daily  rislc  their  lives  and  their  limbs  in 
hazardous  occupations,  It  ought  to  be  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and,  it  it 
were.  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  there  would  be  fewer  railroad  acci- 
dents and  less  loss  of  life  by  reason  of  them  every  year  in  the  United 
States. 
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OF 

HON.   WILLIAM   SULZEE 


The  House  being  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  st;i*e 
or  the  Union  and  having  under  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  12987)  co 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  commerce,"  approved  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1887,  and  ail  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission- 
Mr.  SUIiZER  said: 

Mr.   Chairman  :  I  offer  the  following  amendment,   which   I 
send  to  the  Clerli's  desk  and  ask  to  have  read. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  every  common  carrier  by  railroad  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  liable  to  any  of  its  employees  who  are  engaged  in  the 
transportation  of  such  persons  or  property,  or.  In  case  of  his  death, 
to  his  personal  representative  or  heirs  at  law,  for  all  damages  which 
may  result  from  the  negligence  or  mismanagement  of  any  of  its  offi- 
cers, agents,  or  employees,  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or  insufficiency 
In  Its  cars,  engines,  appliances,  machinery,  track,  roadbed,  ways,  or 
works. 

That  in  ail  actions  hereafter  brought  against  any  such  common  .  ar- 
rier  by  railroad  to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  to  an  i-m- 
ployee,  or  where  such  injuries  have  resulted  in  his  death,  the  fact  that 
the  employee  may  have  been  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  shall  not 
bar  a  recovery  whore  his  contributory  negligence  was  slight  in  com- 
parison to  that  of  the  employer. 

That  no  contract  of  employment,  insurance,  relief  benefit,  or  indem- 
nity for  injury  or  death  entered  into  by  or  on  behalf  of  any  employee, 
Bor  the  acceptance  of  any  such  Insurance,  relief  benefit,  or  indemnity 
by  the  person  entitled  thereto,  shall  constitute  any  bar  or  defense  to 
any  actlou  brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  to  or  death 
of  such  employee :  Provided,  however.  That  upon  the  trial  of  such 
action  against  any  such  common  carrier  by  railroad  the  defendant  may 
set  off  therein  any  sum  It  has  contributed  toward  any  such  insurance, 
relief  benefit,  or  indemnity  that  may  have  been  paid  to  the  Injured 
employee,  or,  in  case  of  his  death,  to  his  heirs  at  law. 

Tliat  nothing  In  this  act  shall  be  held  to  limit  the  duty  of  common 
carriers  by  railroads  or  impair  the  rights  of  their  employees  under  the 
safetj-appliance  act  of  March  2,  1893,  as  amended  April  1,  1806,  and 
March  2,  1003. 

Mr.   SULZER.     This  ainendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  speaks  for 

itself,  and  is  offered  by  mo  in  good  faith  in  the  name  of  the 

imndreds   of   thousands   of   railway   employees   of   the   United 

States. 
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Under  existing  law  an  eniploj-ee  of  a  railroad  company  can 
not  recover  damages  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  line  of  bis 
duty  by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  or  the  care- 
lessness of  a  fellow-workman.  This  amendment  makes  a  rail- 
road company  or  a  common  carrier  liable  to  the  employee,  and 
in  case  of  his  death  to  his  heirs  at  law,  in  damages  for  the 
negligence  or  mismanagement  of  any  of  its  officers,  agents,  or 
employees,  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or  insufficiency  in  its 
cars,  engines,  appliances,  machinery,  track,  roadbed,  ways,  or 
works.  This  amendment  is  not  new.  It  is  similar  to  a  number 
of  employers'  liability  bills  which  have  been  introduced  iu 
every  Congi-ess  for  the  past  twenty  years.  It  has  been  indorsed 
and  recommended  by  the  Industrial  Commission  and  by  some  of 
tlio  ablest  thinkers  and  jurists  and  writers  in  the  country.  The 
best  thought  to-day  in  the  civilized  world  favors  this  change  in 
the  law  applicable  to  common  carriers. 

DHMAXDED  DV  THE  RAILWAY  WORKMEN"  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

This  amendment  is  the  one  act  of  legislation  above  all  others 
that  the  railroad  employees  of  this  country  demand,  and  which 
they  have  tried  to  secure  from  Congress  for  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century.  In  justice  to  these  deserving  and  heroic  men,  who 
daily  risk  their  lives  and  their  limbs  in  hazardous  occupations,  it 
ought  to  be  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  if  it  were  I  unhesitatingly 
as.sert  that  there  would  be  fewer  railroad  accidents  and  less  loss 
of  life  by  reason  of  them  every  year  in  the  United  States. 

AX    ACT    OF    JISTICE. 

The  amendment  is  a  just  measure  in  the  interest  of  a  most 
worth.v  and  indnstrious  and  reliable  class  of  faithful  and  intelli- 
gent work!iieii.  They  are  entitled  to  it  as  a  matter  of  right 
and  in  the  name  of  justice.  A  railroad  company,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, should  be  held  responsible  in  damages  to  its  employees 
for  its  own  carelessness  and  for  the  negligence  of  any  of  its 
officers  or  agent.«,  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or  insufficiency  in 
its  cars,  engines,  appliances,  niachinerj%  track,  roadbed,  ways, 
or  work.s.  I  hope  this  amendment  to  the  pending  bill  will  be 
accepted  and  adopted;  and  I  know  if  it  is  adopted  it  will  be  but 
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an  act  of  justice  to  the  great  army  of  reliable  and  industrious 
worlcmen  of  the  great  transportation  companies,  and  a  safe- 
guard against  accident  and  injury  to  the  people  generally  who 
ride  on  the  railroads  of  our  country. 

THE  ENACTJIIENT  OF  THIS  LA"W  'WOULD  DECREASE  THE  NU'MBEK  OS" 
EAILKOAD   ACCIDEST3. 

Make  the  railroads  responsible  In  damages  to  their  employees 
and  take  my  word  for  it  the  railroads  will  see  to  it  that  very 
few  accidents  happen.  [Applause.]  If  you  will  look  over  the 
statistics  of  the  country  you  will  find  that  the  number  of  rail- 
road accidents  every  year  is  increasing,  the  loss  of  life  appall- 
ing, and  the  list  of  the  injured,  up  in  the  hundred  tJiousand 
column.  Thousands  of  employees  are  killed  every  year  by  rail- 
road accidents,  and  tens  of  thousands  are  injured  and  maimed 
for  life  through  the  gross  negligence  of  these  interstate-com- 
merce transportation  coriwrations,  but  on  account  of  this  anti- 
quated and  unjust  and  discriminatory  law  no  damages  can  be 
recovered,  because  there  is  no  liability  to  the  railroads. 

ABOLISH    THE    UXJCST    FELLOW-SERVANT    DOCTRINE. 

This  old  English,  antique,  fellow-servant  doctrine,  as  applied 
to  the  negligence  of  modern  railroads,  is  eminently  unjust,  and 
every  fair-minded  lawyer  who  has  ever  tried  a  damage  suit 
will  tell  you  the  same  thing.  [Applause.]  It  is  so  ridiculous 
that  si.xteen  foreign  states  in  Europe  do  not  now  recognize  it, 
and  a  majority  of  our  own  States  in  recent  years  have  either 
abolished  or  modified  it  to  a  great  degree.  Even  autocratic 
Russia  in  this  regard  protects  her  industrial  railroad  workers. 
Cut  our  own  Government  has  yet  to  enact  the  first  line  of 
this  kind  of  desirable  legislation  demanded  by  the  vast  ai'my  of 
patriotic  and  self-sacrificing  railroad  employees  who  are  daily 
giving  up  their  lives  and  their  limbs  to  the  negligence  of  the 
transportation  corporations  of  our  country. 

RAILROAD   COMPANIES    UNDER   CONTROL   OF    CONGRESS. 

Railroad  companies  by  virtue  of  their  interstate  character  are 
brought  directly  under  the  control  of  Congess,  and  therefore  it 
Is  necessary  from  a  legal  standpoint  for  Congress  to  enact  this 
law.    Several  State  legislatures  have  recently  met  and  passed 
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such  laws,  but  the  Republicans  In  this  House — and  they  have 
had  control  of  the  House  for  over  ten  years— have  assiduously 
prevented  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  and  its  enactment  seems  to 
be  as  far  off,  if  not  farther,  than  It  was  ten  years  ago.  It  seems 
the  railroads  have  more  influence  here  than  the  people. 

KOW   IS  THE  TIME  TO  BE  COUNTED. 

But  it  is  said  by  some  of  the  Republican  Members  who  repre- 
sent districts  in  which  these  railroad  employees  reside  that  they 
are  in  favor  of  this  legislation  and  v,-ould  be  glad  to  vote  for  i. 
if  they  could  only  get  a  chance  to  do  so.  They  say  the  Judi- 
ciary Ccmu'.ittee,  to  which  the  bill  has  been  referred,  will  not 
report  it  and  give  them  an  opiX)rtunity  to  vote  for  it.  This,  I 
say,  is  the  merest  subterfuge  and  no  answer  to  the  appeal  of 
these  earnest  employees  for  relief.  The  Republicans  can  vote 
now  for  this  amendment,  and  if  it  goes  out  on  a  point  of  order, 
they  can  vote  for  a  rule  to  make  the  amendment  germane  to  the 
bill.  Did  tboy  not  vote  for  a  rule  the  other  day  to  abrogate  the 
cigbt-bour  labor  law  in  the  Isthmian  Canal  Zone?  Then  let  them 
vote  to  adopt  this  amendment  or  for  a  rule  to  make  it  germane 
to  this  bill.  The  Republicans  in  this  House  can  no  longer  evade 
the  issue  and  their  responsibility.  Now  is  the  time  for  them 
to  show  their  colors.  Now  is  the  time  for  them  to  be  counted 
for  or  against  this  just  and  humane  measure.  [Applause.] 
The  Republicans  in  this  House  are  responsible  for  the  failure 
for  the  last  ten  years  to  pass  this  bill,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
intelligent  railroad  men  of  the  country,  who  are  asking  for 
this  just  and  humane  law,  will  longer  permit  the  Republicans 
to  deceive  them  regarding  their  failure  to  keep  their  promise 
made  over  and  over  again  to  enact  this  bill  into  law. 

EEPUBLICAX    P.iKTT    n.\S    FAILED    TO    KEEP    ITS    PKO.MISE. 

Sir,  since  189G  the  Republican  party  has  practically  promised 
the  railroad  workmen  of  the  country  this  legislation,  but  it  has 
absolutely  failed  to  live  up  to  its  promise  and  enact  the  law. 
They  have  ordered  several  similar  bills  to  the  amendment  I 
have  just  proposed,  to  be  killed  in  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
The  Republicans  have  been  in  absolute  power  for  the  past  ten 
years  in  all  branches  of  the  Government,  and  I  charge  that  they 
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have  failed  and  neglected  to  cany  out  this  promise,  or  any 
other  promise,  heretofore  made  to  the  toilers  and  the  working 
people  of  the  country.  Their  pledges  to  the  working  people 
have  not  been  redeemed.  They  will  not  be  redeemed.  In  pass- 
ing laws  for  the  workers  of  the  land  the  Republican  Party  is 
long  on  promise  and  short  on  performance.  An  ounce  of  per- 
formance is  worth  a  ton  of  promise.  I  am  now,  always  have 
been,  and  always  will  be  a  friend  of  the  railroad  employees  of 
this  country,  and  I  sincerely  believe  that  the  amendment  I  pro- 
pose in  their  interest,  and  which  is  all  they  ask,  is  not  only 
just,  but  it  is  humane,  and  it  should  be  granted  to  them.  [Ap- 
plause.] These  faithful  employees  devote  the  best  years  of 
their  lives  to  the  service  of  large  industrial  corporations  doing 
an  interstate-commerce  transportation  business,  and  when  they 
are  injured  in  the  line  of  their  duty  through  the  negligence  of 
the  corporation,  or  the  carelessness  of  a  fellow  employee,  they 
should  have  the  right  under  the  law  to  recover  damages  the 
same  as  any  passenger  traveling  for  hire  on  the  railroad.  I 
say  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  legislator  that  any  other  rule  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  age.     [Applause.] 

STOP    rOOLING    THE    nAILWAV    WORKMEN. 

The  wisdom  and  the  justice  and  the  humanity  of  such  a  law 
should  be  apparent  to  all,  and  there  is  no  better  time  than  the 
present  and  no  better  way  than  the  one  I  suggest  to  place  this 
just  law  on  the  statute  books.  If  the  Republicans  mean  to  do 
what  they  promised,  tliey  will  accept  my  amendment  and  put  it 
in  this  bill ;  if  they  were  simply  fooling  the  railway  working 
people  when  they  promised  to  pass  this  measure,  they  will 
object  to  it  and  rule  it  out.  We  shall  see  ero  long  how  sincere 
these  promising  Republicans  are.  I  believe  the  amendment  is 
germane  to  the  pending  legislation ;  but  if  it  is  not,  I  put  the 
Republicans  on  notice  now,  and  I  suggest  that  the  Republican 
organization  of  the  House  bring  in  a  special  rule  providing  that 
this  proposed  amendment  in  behalf  of  the  railroad  employees 
be  made  germane  to  his  bill. 

ItEPUBLICAXS    VOTE    TO    SCSPEXD    EIGHT-HOUR    LAW. 

The  Republican  organization  of  the  House  brought  in  a  special 
rule  the  other  day  to  put  an  amendment  on  the  urgent  deficiency 
GGlO 


appropriation  bill  suspending  the  eight-hour  law  in  the  Isthmian 
Canal  Zone.  If  you  can  do  it  in  that  case,  you  can  do  it  in  this 
case.  Be  fair  and  be  honest  now  with  these  deserving  people. 
Here  is  the  opportunity  to  prove  your  sincerity.  The  other  day 
the  amendment  abrogating  the  eight-hour  law  was  made  ger- 
mane to  an  appropriation  bill  quick  enough  when  you  wanted 
to  do  it,  and  the  eight-hour  law  was  ruthlessly  "suspended" 
without  giving  the  labor  representatives  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  before  a  committee  of  this  House.     [Applause.] 

LIVE    L"r    TO    YOUIt   rnOMI.SD. 

If  the  Republicans  are  sincere  iu  regard  to  their  promises  to 
the  employees  of  the  great  railroad  organizations  of  this  country 
they  will  put  the  ameiidment  in-oposed  by  me,  and  just  read  by 
the  Clerk,  into  this  railroad  bill  enlarging  the  powers  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  It  appropriately  belongs  in 
this  bill.  Be  honest  and  do  it.  The  Republican  party  has 
promised  tile  railroad  working  people  this  law,  and  I  am  offering 
it  now  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  and  in  my  opinion  it  prcp- 
.  erJy  belongs  in  this  bill,  to  see  whetlier  or  not  the  Republicans 
intend  to  lieep  faith  with  the  toilers,  and  live  up  to  their 
promise  to  the  working  people  on  the  railroads  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  Republicans  are  sincei'e  in  what  they  have  prom- 
ised to  these  industrious  working  people  they  will  vote  to  adopt 
this  amendment,  but  if  tlicy  simply  made  that  premise  to  catch 
the  votes  of  these  railway  employees  then  this  amendment  will 
not  be  permitted  to  go  into  this  bill,  but  will  be  stricken  out 
by  some  Republican  raising  the  point  of  order ;  and  if  the  point 
of  order  is  sustained  by  the  Republican  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  germane  to  the  hill,  then  I 
ask  again  that  the  Committee  on  Rules  bring  in  a  special  order 
providing  that  this  amendment  be  made  germane  to  this  bill  so 
that  every  Member  can  vote  on  it.     [Applause.] 

DEMOCKATS    FAVOP.    THE    LEGISLATION    PnOPOSED. 

Let  us  have  a  record  vote  and  find  out  the  tnith.  I  believe 
I  can  safely  say  that  every  Democrat  on  this  side  of  the  House 
will  vote  for  it.  If  the  amendment  is  not  incorporated  into 
this  bill  it  will  be  because  the  Republicans  do  not  want  it  in- 
corporated into  the  bill ;  it  will  be  because  the  Republicans  are 
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Insincere  and  have  been  fooling  the  thousands  and  thousands 
of  working  men  employed  by  the  great  railroads  and  interstate 
transportation  companies  of  the  country. 

A   LIGHT   TO    GUIDE   RAILWAY    EMPLOYEES. 

I  Offer  this  amendment,  and  I  put  to  the  test  the  sincerity  of 
the  Republicans  in  this  House  who  promise  the  working  people 
so  much  in  every  political  campaign,  and  who  give  them  so  little 
after  the  campaign  Is  over  and  they  get  back  into  full  power  in 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government.  I  want  to  prove  by 
this  amendment  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Railwajf  Trainmen,  to 
the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Engineers  and  Firemen,  and  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Employees  who  are  their  true  friends 
and  who  are  their  real  enemies  In  the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  the 
record  that  will  be  made  on  this  amendment  will  be  a  light  to 
guide  railway  employees  in  the  future  when  they  come  to  exer- 
cise that  greatest  of  all  American  privileges — the  elective  fran- 
chise.    [Applause.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
has  expired. 

Mr.  TOWNSRND  (Republican,  of  Michigan).  Mr.  Chairman, 
a  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Vbeeland,  Republican,  of  New  York). 
The  gentleman  will  state  it. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  malce  the  point  of  order 
that  the  amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  bill. 

Mr.   SULZER.     Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  be  heard  on  the 
.point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  desire  to  be  heard  on  the  point  of  order.  In 
my  opinion  this  point  of  order  is  untenable.  I  think  this  amend- 
ment is  germane  to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  Chair  would  state  that  he  has  already 
ruled  on  this  subject  and  is  not  inclined  to  hear  further  on 
the  point  of  order. 
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NIAGARA  FALLS. 


"  This  generation  must  pvesevvc  in  all  its  gianaeuv  the  masnldcent 
wntei'fnlls  at  Niasai-a  from  the  spoliation  of  sordid  coranieicialism  and 
transmit  tliem  unimpaired  to  future  generations." 

"  This  Government  must  act  in  this  matter,  and  net  at  once,  before 
the  cunninK  and  piratical  hands  of  utilitarian  industrialism  destroy  this 
ma;.'nincent  picture,  the  greatest  scenic  wonder  ever  painted  by  the  un- 
erring hand  of  the  Infinite  in  the  art  gallery  of  nature." 
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HON.    WILLIAM    SULZEE. 


ilie  House  bclns  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  and  bavins  under  consideiation  the  bill  (H.  R.  16rt53)  mak- 
ing appiopi-latlons  toi-  the  sei-vice  of  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the 
fiscal  year  endin;;  June  3U,  1007,  and  for  other  purposes — 

Mr.  SULZEIt  said: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  A.s  tlie  I-Ioii.se  of  Representatives  is  now  in 
Coniniittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  I  de- 
sire to  take  advantage  of  tlie  time  at  my  disposal  to  saj-  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  a  matter  I  deem  of  mucli  pul)lic  moment  and 
of  vital  importance  to  all  the  people  in  our  land.  I  refer  to  the 
preservation  of  one  of  the  greatest  scenic  wonders  in  all  the 
world — Niagara  Falls. 

'J'liere  are  pending  in  Congress  at  the  present  time  several 
bills,  any  one  of  which.  I  believe,  if  enacted  into  law,  will  go 
far  to  effectually  put  a  stop  for  a  long  time  to  come  to  the 
further  devastation  of  these  wonderful  waterfalls  by  the  sordid 
hand  of  industrialism  and  the  greedy  selfishness  of  commercial- 
ism ;  hut  thus  far,  I  regret  to  say,  no  action  has  been  taken 
rognrding  the  matter,  and  I  very  much  fear  that  unless  some- 
thing is  done,  and  very  speedily  done,  this  session  of  Congress 
will  adjourn  without  anything  being  accomplished  to  protect 
Niagara  F.ills  from  further  spoliation. 

I  ajipeal  to-day  to  those  Jlcmbers  in  this  House  who  have  in 
charge  this  important  matter  to  be  up  and  doing,  so  that  ere 
we  ad.journ  there  will  be  a  law  upon  the  Federal  statute  books 
that  will  make  it  impossible  for  any  more  water  for  commercial 
pui'poses  to  be  diverted  from  Niagara  River — a  law  that  will 
protect  and  preserve  the  beauty  and  the  grandeur  of  this  won- 
der of  wonders,  in  so  far  as  Congress  can  do  so,  for  generations 
yet  to  come.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  "thunder  of  waters"  of  the  aborigines, 
the  most  awe-insjnring  spectacle  ever  seen  by  a  human  being, 
the  promised  land  of  all  lovers  of  natural  scenery,  the  scenic 
Mecca  toward  which  millions  of  people  travel  every  year 
from  all  parts  of  the  world — the  tumultuous,  tremendous,  thun- 
dering Niagara  Falls — must  not  bo  destroyed,  but  must  be  pre- 
served in  all  its  marvelous  splendor  by  this  generation  for  all 
the  ages  yet  to  come.  This  is  our  duty.  We  are  charged  with 
this  responsibility.  We  can  not  and  we  must  not  evade  it. 
Tlie.se  Niagara  Falls  do  not  belong  to  any  country  or  to  any 
people.  Tiiey  are  tlie  inalienable  heritage  of  humanity,  and  one 
generation  must  preserve  them  in  all  their  power  and  in  all 
their  beauty  for  the  benelit  of  the  ne.xt  generation.  This  is  the 
unwritten  law  of  the  eternal  rights  of  mankrna.  and  we  must 
not  prove  false  to  our  trust  or  recreant  to  our  responsibility. 
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Tbe  devastation  of  Niagara  Falls  Is  a  crime  against  genera- 
tions j-et  unborn,  and  if  we  permit  tlie  piratical  interests  of 
utilitarian  industrialism,  so  rampant  in  tliis  practicable  age,  to 
go  on  with  the  spoliation  of  this  magnificent  gift  of  the  Creator 
of  the  universe,  we  will  be  false  to  the  great  trust  humanity  has 
reposed  in  us  and  the  future  will  justly  hold  us  up  to  obloquy 
and  contempt  and  execration. 

We  are  the  trustees  of  the  free  institutions  of  the  fathers  and 
of  the  natural  grandeur  and  scenic  glory  of  our  beautiful  land, 
charged  by  the  sacred  rights  of  mankind  to  transmit  them  un- 
impaired to  future  generations;  and  if  we  fail  to  preserve  and 
protect  the  institutions  of  the  fathers,  and  every  beautiful  pic- 
ture in  nature's  art  gallery  for  those  who  are  to  come  after  us 
we  will  be  false  to  our  duty,  recreant  to  the  solemn  trust  re- 
posed in  us,  and  justly  censurable  by  those  w-ho  will  follow 
after  us. 

Mr.  Chaii-man,  the  mighty  surplus  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes, 
as  they  dash  in  torrential  waves  through  the  narrow  confines  of 
Niagara  River  for  32  miles  and  then  tumultuously  plunge  in 
myriad-colored  vohimes  over  the  precipitous  falls  of  Niagara,  is 
one  of  the  greatest,  one  of  the  grandest,  and  one  of  the  most 
glorious  wonders  of  the  earth — the  most  awe-inspiring  spectacle 
of  its  kind  little  man  has  ever  beheld.  You  must  see  it  to  ap- 
preciate it.  No  tongue  can  do  it  justice.  No  pen  can  describe 
it.  No  painter  can  picture  it.  But  it  is  not  so  much  the  height 
of  the  falls  that  beggars  description — it  is  the  immensity  of  the 
volume  of  water  that  jumps  and  leaps  and  tumi)les  and  rages 
and  roars  and  thunders  over  the  falls  that  makes  them  as 
miique  as  they  are  glorious  and  indescribable. 

The  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes  are  discharged  through  the 
Niagara  River  into  Ontario,  and  then  on  and  on  oceanward 
through  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  mean  level  of  Lake  Erie  is 
about  572  feet  and  that  of  Lake  Ontario  about  240  feet  above 
the  sea.  Leaving  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo  the  Niagara  River  is 
navigable  and  flows  with  a  moderate  slope  to  a  short  distance 
below  the  Welland  River,  about  19  miles,  in  which  distance  it 
has  a  fall  of  something  like  14  feet.  The  slope  here  is  sud- 
denly increased  and  the  river  ceases  to  be  navigable.  In  the 
next  half  mile  it  has  a  fall  of  about  50  feet,  forming  the  rai)ids 
above  the  falls.  It  is  divided  by  Goat  Island  into  two  arms  of 
equal  size,  that  on  the  Canadian  side  carrying,  it  is  said,  about 
seven  times  the  volume  of  water  carried  on  the  American  side. 
At  the  foot  of  Goat  Island  the  waters  of  both  arms  leap  over  a 
vertical  precipice,  constituting  Niagara  Falls  proper,  that  on  the 
Canadian  side  being  known  as  the  Horseshoe  Fall,  and  that  on 
the  American  side  being  called  the  American  Fall.  The  height 
of  the  Horseshoe  Fall  is  about  101  feet,  and  that  of  the 
American  Fall  about  105  feet.  Immediately  below  the  falls 
the  river  is  again  navigable  for  a  short  distance,  and  then 
assumes  the  character  of  magnificeut  rapids  as  far  as  Lewiston, 
7  miles  from  Ontario,  where  it  again  becomes  navigable  and 
remains  so  until  it  enters  Lake  Ontario. 

The  volume  of  water  flowing  over  the  falls  varies  somewhat 
with  the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  which  is  subject  at  times  to  varia- 
tions of  several  feet,  depending  upon  rainfall,  barometric  pres- 
sure, and  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind.  At  the  mean 
level  of  Lake  Erie  the  volume  of  discharge  is  about  200,000 
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cubic  feet  per  seconG.  When  you  come  to  calculate  It,  the  power 
of  this  tremendous  volume  of  water  is  almost  incomprehen- 
sible. This  gigautie  body  of  water  going  over  these  majestic 
falls  every  second,  and  the  intensely  interesting  rapids  above 
and  below  them,  make  Niagara  Falls  a  place  of  indescribable 
scenery  and  in  uniqueness  and  grandeur  among  the  seven  won- 
ders of  the  earth. 

Years  ago  the  State  of  New  York  passed  a  law  creating  a 
beautiful  park,  consisting  of  about  400  acres,  on  the  American 
side ;  and  every  year  the  State  appropriates  .$25,000  for  its  care 
and  maintenance.  The  Canadian  government  has  also  created 
by  law  a  splendid  park  on  the  Canadian  side,  consisting  of  about 
700  acres.  And  these  parks  carefully  maintained  lend  addi- 
tiiinal  beauty  and  enjo5-ment  to  the  inspiring  wonders  of  nature. 

It  is  said,  and  investigation  demonstrates  it,  that  the  falls  are 
receding  from  natural  causes,  regardless  of  commercial  dese- 
cration, and  in  the  many  centuries  to  come  will  be  only  a 
shadow  of  their  present  greatness  and  glory.  In  looking  over 
the  surveys  made  by  eminent  engineers  in  1842,  1875,  188G,  and 
]800,  I  find  that  the  American  Fall  has  receded  at  the  rate  of 
0.(.y  of  a  foot  a  year,  or  30.75  feet  between  1842  ajid  1890,  and 
the  I-Iorseshoc  Fall  diu-ing  the  same  period,  2.18  feet  annually, 
or  10-1.51  feet  in  forty -eight  years,  a  very  much  higher  rate  of 
recession  than  was  ever  thought  of  prior  to  the  second  survey 
in  1S75.  Of  course  the  falls  do  not  recede  evenly ;  some  parts  of 
th;>  crest  remain  more  or  less  stationarj',  while  others  change 
rapidly.  The  figures  I  have  cited  represent  the  points  of  greatest 
a<tivity.  According  to  this  data,  the  total  area  of  rock  surface 
wliich  has  disaiipeared  at  the  American  Fall  between  1842  and 
1890  represents  about  33,000  square  feet,  practically  three- 
fourths  of  an  acre.  At  the  Horseshoe  Fall  there  has  disappeared 
during  the  same  ))eriod  about  275,000  square  feet,  or  over  6 
acres.  In  all  descriptions  of  the  American  Fall  we  speak  of  one, 
although  tliore  are  two,  but  the  second  one,  called  the  "  Luna 
Fall,"'  is  so  small  that  it  is  seldom  referred  to,  and  is  interesting 
chicfiy  because  it  affords  the  sightseer  an  opportunity  to  go  be- 
hind the  falling  waters  into  the  so-called  "  Cave  of  the  Winds." 

Geologists  have  given  much  study  to  Niagara  Falls,  and  have 
speculated  as  to  the  future  length  of  life  of  this  incomprehens- 
ible marvel  of  nature,  and  how  many  thousands  of  years  it  will 
take  before  the  increasing  thickness  of  the  Niagara  limestone, 
and  the  decreasing  exposure  of  the  soft  underlying  shales  will 
reduce  the  height  of  the  falls  to  a  mere  series  of  succeeding 
rapids;  but  I  predict  that  if  the  present  sordid  selfishness  of 
industrial  vandalism  goes  on,  it  will  destroy  the  unrivaled 
beauty  and  diminish  the  incomparable  grandeur  of  this  gigantic 
water  inspiration  of  the  world  long  before  any  change  is  pro- 
duced by  natural  erosion. 

We  can  not  stop  the  forces  of  nature  in  their  unceasing  work 
of  destruction,  but  we  can  and  we  must  fetter  the  sordid,  selfish, 
spoliation  of  man. 

The  great  water  power  available  at  Niagara  Falls  attracted 
the  attention  of  scheming  commercialists  at  an  early  day,  but 
it  was  not  until  this  immense  power  could  be  transmitted  and 
used  in  the  form  of  electricity  that  its  development  on  a  large 
scale  became  financially  profitable.  Within  recent  years  the 
Canadian  government,  or  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  the  State 
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of  New  York  have  gi-anted  franchises,  the  value  of  which  can 
not  at  tliis  time  be  computed  in  figures,  to  corporations,  allow- 
ing them  to  divert  the  waters  from  the  falls  and  use  its  tre- 
mendous force  for  power  purposes.  There  are,  I  am  informed, 
a  half  dozen  corporations  on  both  sides  of  the  river  char- 
tered by  the  Province  of  Ontario,  or  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment, and  the  State  of  New  York,  and  these  soulless  corpora- 
tions are  doing  more  to-day  to  forever  destroy  these  magnifi- 
cent falls  than  the  forces  of  nature  have  done  in  all  the  ages 
of  the  past. 

This  Government  and  Great  Britain,  acting  separately  or 
jointly,  must  stop  this  criminal  exploitation  of  the  falls  for  com- 
mercial purposes.  It  is  a  crime  against  future  generations,  and 
the  two  Governments  concerned  ought  to  take  the  matter  in 
hand  at  once  and  put  a  stop  to  it  for  all  time  to  come.  Con- 
gress should  have  done  its  duty  in  the  premises  long  ago.  These 
magnificent  falls  do  not  belong  to  the  State  of  New  York  or  to 
the  Canadian  government — they  belong  to  the  people  of  all  the 
world ;  and  it  is  incumbent  on  this  Government  and  on  the 
British  Government  to  preserve  and  protect  this  magnificent 
wonder  of  nature  and  hand  it  down  to  future  generations  with 
all  its  beauty  unimpaired  and  all  its  grandeur  undiminished. 

■\Ve  nrast  pass  stringent  laws  to  prevent  the  further  granting 
of  franchises  to  greedy  commercial  interests  by  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  appeal  to  the  Canadian  government  to  take  like 
action.  The  franchise  heretofore  granted  by  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  were  granted  with  few  restrictions,  and 
without  a  single  dollar  of  compensation  to  the  people ;  and  the 
money-making  value  of  these  franchises,  if  they  can  not  be  for- 
feited, is  beyond  the  calculation  of  the  human  mind.  The 
Canadian  government,  however,  more  wise  and  farseeing,  did 
not  grant  a  single  franchise  without  important  reservations 
and  full  compensation ;  and  I  am  informed  that  the  tax  or 
revenue  the  Province  of  Ontario,  or  the  Canadian  government, 
derives  from  the  franchises  heretofore  granted  to  corporations 
to  divert  the  waters  from  the  falls  of  Niagara  amounts  to 
about  $300,000  annually. 

Bills  are  now  pending  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  in  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
granting  additional  franchises  to  corporations  to  divert  the  waters 
of  Niagara,  and  unless  a  stop  is  put  to  this  ruthless  and  sordid 
and  selfish  practice  by  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  by  virtue  of  a  treaty,  it  will  not  be  so  very  many 
years  before  the  beauties  of  Niagara,  the  wonders  of  the  falls, 
and  all  the  grandeur  of  this  inspiring  and  Indescribable  paint- 
ing— the  grandest  ever  placed  by  the  hand  of  the  Infinite  in 
nature's  unrivaled  scenic  gallery — will  be  no  more. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  can  the  Congress  do?  What  is  our 
duty?  How  can  we  put  a  stop  to  the  further  devastation  of  this 
magnificent  wonder  which  belongs  to  all  the  people  of  all  the 
world  and  for  all  the  ages?  I  answer  these  questions  by  say- 
ing that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  can  put  a  stop  to  the 
further  destruction  of  Niagara  Falls  so  far  as  the  American  side 
is  concerned  by  passing  a  law  making  it  a  crime  for  any  person 
or  coriX)ration  to  divert  any  of  the  waters  from  the  Niagara 
River  for  commercial  purposes.  The  Niagara  River  is  a  navi- 
gable stream,  and  it  being  navigable,  under  the  powers  of 
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the  Constitution,  the  laws  of  Congress  in  regni-d  to  it  nre 
supreme.  Tliis  being  so,  I  contend  that  tlie  Congress  should, 
without  further  delay.  i)ass  a  law  along  the  lines  I  have  indi- 
cated, and  if  this  is  done  it  will  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the 
State  of  New  York  granting  any  more  franchises;  and  I  lisps 
that  those  already  granted  will  be  carefully  investigated,  and 
wherever  possible,  abrogated. 

But  this  Government  can  do  more  than  protect  the  American 
fide  of  the  falls.  It  can  act  through  its  treaty-making  powers. 
The  Niagara  River  being  the  boundary  between  the  liiiited 
States  and  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  have 
the  undoubted  right  by  treaty  stipulation  to  impose  such  condi- 
tions and  limitations  upon  the  use  of  the  river  and  its  waters  as 
they  deem  jiroper.  A  treaty  duly  negotiated  between  these  two 
powers  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  would 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  if  in  such  treaty  it  were 
provided  that  the  waters  of  -Niagara  Itiver  should  not  be  di- 
verted for  commercial  purposes  and  this  regulation  be  enforced 
by  act  of  Congress  the  treaty  and  the  legislation  would  bo  valid 
and  constitutional — all  the  rights  of  the  State  of  New  York 
and  of  private  riparian  owners  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Such  a  treaty  should  be  quickly  negotiated,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be.  I  believe  that  the  President  is  alive  to  the  real  situation, 
and  I  trust  he  will  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  at 
the  earliest  practicable  time  to  prevent  the  future  spoliation  of 
Niagai'a  Falls.  But  pending  flie  negotiation  of  this  treaty  we, 
the  Jlcmbers  of  (.'ongres.s,  have  the  right  and  the  power  to  enact 
legislation  as  I  have  suggested  that  will  effectually  prevent  the 
further  exploitation  and  devastation  of  Niagara  l<'alls  through 
the  granting  of  franchises  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  \ew 
Y'ork.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  Governjucnt  must  act  in  this  matter, 
and  act  at  once,  before  the  cunning  and  piratical  hands  of 
utilitarian  industrialism  destroy  this  mgnificent  picture,  the 
grctest  scenic  wonder  ever  painted  by  the  unerring  liand  of  the 
Infinite  in  the  art  gallery  of  nature.  This  generation  must 
preserve  in  all  its  grandeur  the  magnificent  water  falls  at 
Niagaia  from  the  spoliation  of  sordid  connnercialism  and  trans- 
mit them  unimpaired  to  future  generations.  If  the  executive 
and  the  legislative  brandies  of  this  Government  will  do  their 
duty,  and  do  it  quickly,  the  Falls  of  Niagara  will  be  saved. 
[Loud  applause.] 
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Justice  to  the  Letter  Carriers. 


T  hope  the  friends  of  the  letter  carriers  In  eyery  Congressional  district  In  the 
conntrjr  In  the  coming  Congressional  campaign  will  demand  n  pledge  from  (ha 
candidates  to  favor  this  bill,  and  Tote  for  the  candidate  that  will  promise  to  work 
for  and  support  this  bill  In  the  next  Congress,  and  TOte  against  the  candidate  who 
win  not  pledge  himself  to  do  all  In  his  power  to  make  the  bill  a  law.  We  will 
ncTcr  succeed  unless  something  like  this  Is  done. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.  WILLIAM  SULZBE, 

of  new  york, 
In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Thursday/,  April  12,  1906, 


POST-OFFICE   APPROPRIATIO^r   BIIX. 

Jtv.  SULZEK.  Mr.  Clinirui.iii,  I  offer  the  following  sub- 
stitute. 

Tha  CIIArUAEAX.  The  soi'tleniau  from  New  York  offers  a 
substitute,  which  the  Cleric  will  r(-in:rt. 

The  Clerk  read  a.s  follow.s : 

Amend  Ijy  stiikins  out  in  lines  1  nnd  2.  pnge  14,  "  ?22,228,000 ''  and 
substitute  the  following  :  '•  .«24.."i(»i.Oii().  or  .so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary  :  Provided.  TJiat  no  part  cf  this  appropriation  shall  be  used 
for  said  purpose  unless  in  the  use  thereof  the  carriers  hereinafter  men- 
tioned shall  be  paid  salaries  as  foiloivs.  to  wit :  That  after  June  30,  1906, 
the  pay  of  letter  carriers  in  cities  of  more  thau  75,000  population,  for  the 
first  year  of  service  shall  be  .SGOO  ;  for  ilie  second  year  of  service  shall  be 
S800 ;  for  the  third  year  of  service  shall  be  $1.000 ;  for  fhe  fourt'h  year 
of  service  and  thereafter  shall  be  $1,200.  And  after  June  30,  1006, 
the  pav  of  letter  carriers  in  cities  of  population  under  70,000  for  the 
first  year  of  service  shall  be  .$000  ;  for  tlie  second  year  of  service,  $S0O  ; 
for  the  third  year  of  service  and  thereafter,  .fl.OOO,  and  that  all  act3 
or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed." 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  make  the  point  of 
order  that  that  amendment  changes  existing  law. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  makes  the 
point  of  order  against  the  amendment.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  desire  to  discuss  the  point  of  order? 

Mr.  SULZER.  Of  course  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  knows 
that  he  can  not  make  a  point  of  order  against  this  proposed  sub- 
stitute. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  But  the  gentleman  has  done  so.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  SULZER.  Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  discuss  the  point 
of  order.  In  doing  so  let  me  say,  incidentally,  that  I  substan- 
tially agree  with  all  that  my  colleague  from  New  York  [Mr. 
GoLDFOQLE]  has  said  regarding  the  efficient  and  arduous  and 
reliable  services  performed  by  these  deserving  employees  of  the 
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Government,  the  letter  carriers,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  wages 
thev  receive  for  their  work. 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.     Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.  SULZER.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
that  he  will  get  along  just  as  well  and  just  as  fast  with  his  bill 
if  he  will  take  things  easy. 

Jlr.  OVERSTREET.     I  merely  want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN.     Does  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  SULZER.     Yes ;  I  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.  I  merely  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  his  remarks  of  a  year  or  two 
ago,  when  he  made  the  same  speech. 

Mr.  SULZER.  I  have  not  made  the  speech  yet,  but  I  shall 
make  it  every  year  [laughter],  and  I  will  keep  on  making  it 
as  long  as  I  am  in  Congress,  until  justice  is  done  to  the  letter 
carriers.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.  I  wanted  to  know  if  the  gentleman  was 
going  to  add  to  that  same  speech,  which  he  has  heretofore 
delivered,  the  abuse  of  myself  and  the  prediction  that  the 
letter  carriers  would  see  to  ray  retirement,  and  if  he  is  then 
going  to  strike  that  part  of  his  speech  from  the  Recoed,  as  he 
did  before? 

Mr.  SULZER.     I  will  if  you  ask  me  to  again. 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.     I  never  have  asked  it. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Very  well,  then  I  will  let  it  stay  in  the 
Record.     Now,  Mr.  Chairman 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  permit  the  gen- 
tleman to  proceed  to  make  his  same  old  speech. 

Mr.  SCJLZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  the  floor.  I  do  not 
want  the  gentleman  to  make  a  speech  in  my  time.  Let  him 
make  his  speech  in  his  own  time.  The  gentleman  has  all  the 
time  he  wants,  and  it  is  very  hard  for  us  Democrats  over 
here  to  get  any  time  at  all.  Now,  I  do  not  intend  to  indulge 
In  any  reflections  on  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post- 
Offices  and  Post-Roads.  It  is  unnecessary.  But  I  do  want 
him  distinctly  to  understand  that  if  I  wanted  to  state  all  the 
facts  regarding  the  outrageous  way  in  which  the  poor  letter 
carriers  are  treated  and  the  gentleman's  responsibility  for  it, 
not  only  would  the  gentleman  be  retired  from  Congress  by  his 
constituents,  but  every  Member  of  this  House  wluj  sits  here 
year  in  and  year  out  and  is  afraid  to  show  his  colors  on  this 
question  would  be  retired,  too.  I  hope  the  friends  of  the 
letter  carriers  in  every  Congressional  district  in  the  country 
in  the  coming  Congressional  campaign  will  demand  a  pledge 
from  the  candidates  to  favor  this  bill,  and  vote  for  the  candi- 
date that  will  promise  to  work  for  and  support  this  bill  in  the 
next  Congresss,  and  vote  against  the  candidate  who  will  not 
pledge  himself  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  the  bill  a  law. 
We  will  never  succeed  unless  something  like  this  is  done. 

There  is  not  a  man  in  this  House  who  does  not  know  that  I 
am  telling  the  truth  when  I  say  that  these  letter  carriers  are 
the  hardest  worked,  the  most  patient,  the  most  honest,  the 
most  zealous,  the  most  untiring,  and  the  most  efficient  men 
to-day  In  the  employ  of  the  Government ;  and  yet  they  get  the 
poorest  pay.  They  are  paid  to-day  just  about  the  same  wages 
they  were  paid  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  everybod.y  knows 
that  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  under  the  Dingley  tariff 
C708 


law  hns  gone  up  over  30  per  cent  during  the  last  ten  yenvs,  nnd 
the  letter  carriers'  wages  remain  just  the  same  as  they  were 
twenty-five  years  ago.     lAiiplause.l 

The  letter  carriers  and  the  post-office  olerlis,  and  every  other 
lierson  whose  salary  is  fixed,  do  not  get  any  benefit  from  the 
Dingley  high-tariff  law,  for  nearly  ail  the  necessaries  of  life  they 
have  to  buy  now  they  have  to  pay  about  30  per  cent  more  by 
reason  of  this  Republican  tariff  law  than  they  did  ten  years 
ago. 

The  letter  carriers  ask  for  a  very  little  more  salary,  and  to 
have  it  a  graduated  salary  as  provided  for  in  my  bill,  now 
offered  as  an  amendment.  After  a  man  has  worlsod  faithfully 
several  year.s.  give  him  an  increase :  after  lie  has  served  five 
yeai's,  another  increase,  and  so  on  until  the  carriers  in  the 
large  cities  of  this  country — and  there  are  only  thirty-nine  of 
them,  I  believe,  with  a  poimlation  of  over  75,000 — would  get 
.fl.l'OO  a  year. 

Now.  I  say  .?1,;iC0  a  year  for  a  letter  carrier  who  has  worked 
for  the  Governriient  for  years  honestly  and  faithfully,  in  all 
kinds  iif  weather,  carrying  the  mail  in  sunshine  and  rain,  in 
storm  and  di.stress,  in  tlie  cold  of  winter  and  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer, is  little  encnigh.  Xo  man  can  bring  up  liis  family  and 
educate  his  children  on  any  less.  I  know  tliore  are  letter  car- 
riers in  the  city  of  New  York  who  do  not  dare  get  married  he- 
cause  they  know  that  they  can  nnt  earn  enough  to  decently 
sujiport  a  wife.     fLaughtcr.] 

Jlr.  Chairman,  the  amendment  offei-ed  by  me  and  just  read  by 
the  Clerk  is  in  the  interest  of  tlie  letter  carriers  of  our  country. 
It  is  their  bill,  their  hope — the  one  thing  in  legislation  they  asic 
for.  and  pray  for,  and  demand.  I  offer  it  in  good  faith  in  their 
name,  iuid  under  our  rules  I  do  not  thinlc  it  is,  or  can  be,  sub- 
ject to  a  lioiiit  of  order. 

Tliis  amendment  is  the  letter  carriers'  bill  introduced  by  me 
in  this  House'  at  the  beginning  of  this  Congre.s.s.  I  have  intro- 
duced this  letter  carriers'  bill  in  every  Congress  for  the  past 
ten  years.  It  never  gets  out  of  the  committee  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  It  is  there  now.  It  is  sleeping  in  that  com- 
mittee, and  it  will  never  wake  up — never  come  out.  I  am  satis- 
fied the  Republicans  on  the  Post-Office  Committee  will  never 
report  it  favorably.  The  bill  is  so  short  that  I  will  ask  the 
indulgence  of  tlie  House  while  I  read  it.  Be.?ides,  I  want  it 
to  go  in  the  Record  as  part  of  my  remarks,  so  that  all  who  are 
concerned  in  the  matter  can  read  it  and  judge  of  its  merit.  I 
introduced  it  in  this  House  on  the  13th  day  of  last  December. 
It  is  entitled  "xV  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  letter  carriers,''  and 
i-eads  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  Tliat  after  .Tune  30,  1000,  tlie  pay  of  letter  car- 
riers in  cities  of  more  tlian  75,000  population  for  tlie  first  year  ol 
service  shall  be  .$600 ;  tor  the  second  year  of  service  shall  be  IjsSOO ; 
for  the  third  year  of  service  shall  he  ^1,000 ;  for  the  fourth  year  of 
service  and  thereafter  shall  be  .$1,200.  And  after  .Tune  .10.  lOOfi,  the 
pay  of  letter  carriers  in  cities  of  a  population  of  under  75.000  for  tlie 
first  .year  of  service  shall  be  .$000  ;  for  the  second  year  of  service,  .$800  ; 
for  the  third  year  of  service  and  thereafter,  .$1,000. 

Skc.  2.  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

That  is  all  there  is  to  it — a  most  commendable  hill.  Why 
should  it  not  be  reported?  Why  should  it  be  smothered  in  tfca 
committee?  Why  should  it  not  be  presented  to  the  House  and 
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the  Members  given  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  it  or  against  it? 
We  want  a  record  on  this  bill.  We  want  to  fix  responsibility. 
We  want  to  find  out  who  are  the  friends  and  who  are  the  ene- 
mies of  the  letter  carriers.  I  am  now,  always  have  been,  and 
always  will  be  a  friend  of  the  letter  carriers.  I  am  proud  to 
say  that.  They  are  my  friends  and  I  am  their  friend.  The 
Government  in  all  its  service  has  no  more  honest,  no  more  tire- 
less, no  more  faithful  employees.  Their  claims  are  just  and 
should  be  recognized,  and  sooner  or  later  they  will  be  recog- 
nized and  granted.    So  keep  up  the  fight. 

These  letter  carriers  are  the  most  eflBcient,  the  hardest  worked 
in  all  the  country's  service,  and  the  poorest  paid.  The  letter 
carriers  of  the  land  are  compelled  to  toil  day  in  and  day  out — in 
sunshine  and  in  storm,  in  winter  and  in  summer,  in  all  kinds  of 
weather — long,  long  weary  hours,  and  taking  all  other  em- 
ployees in  the  various  Departments  of  the  Federal  Government 
as  a  basis  for  comparison,  it  can  not  be  denied  that  the  letter 
carriers  render  the  most  and  the  hardest  work  for  the  smallest 
remuneration.  Let  us  be  just  to  these  honest,  hard-working, 
faithful  men. 

Now,  sir,  why  is  it  when  every  Democrat,  I  believe,  on  this 
side  of  the  House  is  anxious  for  a  favorable  report  of  this  bill, 
is  anxious  to  have  it  passed,  is  anxious  to  vote  for  it  to  make 
it  a  law — why  is  it,  I  ask,  that  the  Ilepubiicans  in  this  House 
smother  the  bill  every  session  in  the  counuittee?  Why  is  the 
Republican  party  against  the  letter  carriers'  bill?  Is  it  be- 
cause a  few  Republican  leaders  of  this  House  are  opposed  to 
giving  the  letter  carriers  decent  wages?  Or  is  it  because  the 
Republicans  are  so  busy  legislating  for  monopoly  that  they 
have  no  time  to  legislate  for  man?  Let  the  Republican  party 
answer  in  the  coming  campaign. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  to  state  that  in  every  Congress  in  which  I 
have  been  a  Member  I  have  introduced  this  letter  carriers'  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  the  letter  carriers.  During  all  this  time  I 
have  worked  as  hard  as  I  could,  before  the  committee,  with 
Members  of  the  House,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  continually, 
to  get  a  favorable  report,  but  all  in  vain.  I  never  could  get 
the  Republicans  on  the  committee  to  report  the  bill  and  do 
justice  to  the  deserving  letter  carriers  of  tlie  country.  Time 
and  time  again  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  year  in  and  year  out, 
I  have  pleaded  for  just  treatment,  decent  wages,  and  fair  play 
for  the  letter  carriers.  If  there  ever  was  a  bill  introduced  in 
this  House  that  ought  to  appeal  to  every  Member  as  a  matter  of 
right  and  justice  it  is  my  bill  for  the  letter  carriers. 

I  plead  to-day,  as  I  have  pleaded  in  the  past,  for  justice  for 
the  deserving  letter  carriers.  Their  request  for  living  wages  is 
the  demand  of  humanity.  My  heart  goes  out  to  them.  I  can 
not  refrain  from  making  this  appeal  in  their  behalf  for  simple 
justice.  How  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  aid  them,  to  pass 
and  enact  into  law  this  bill  they  all  want,  they  all  pray  for; 
this  bill  that  is  so  fair  and  so  just,  that  appeals  to  every  right- 
thinking  citizen  in  all  the  land,  and  that  challenges  adverse, 
criticism.  How  much  time  and  money  we  vv-aste  here  for  use- 
less and  worthless  things !  It  is  terrible  when  one  soberly  con- 
siders it  all — and  then,  again,  so  mucli  for  the  few,  so  little  for 
the  many.  How  easy  for  the  monoiwlies  and  the  powerful  to 
pass  a  bill — a  bad  bill — and  how  difticult  for  the  poor  and  the 
weak,  the  many,  to  pass  a  bill — a  good  bill.  [Applause.] 
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How  poorly,  how  miserably  the  letter  carriers  are  paid! 
And  yet,  take  tbem  all  in  all,  they  are  courteous,  long  .suffering, 
uncomplaining,  honest,  assiduous,  and  industrious.  How  few 
of  our  citizens  ever  thinli  of  their  trials,  their  wants,  their 
health,  and  their  families  and  little  one.s  at  home.  Under  tlie 
present  law  they  do  not,  and  can  not.  earn  enough,  no  ninttos" 
how  long  they  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Government  or 
how  many  hours  a  day  they  labor,  to  keep  body  and  .soul  to- 
gether. And  what  do  they  get?  A  mere  pittance  a  month  tlmt 
is  not  enough  to  economically  support  one  man.  It  is  a  dis- 
grace, a  crying  shame.  Many  of  these  letter  carriers  have 
wives  and  children — little  homes — and  these  wives  and  children 
in  many  ca.ses  are  to-day  in  want. 

The  head  of  the  household  does  not  get  paid  enough  by  the 
Goverinneut  to  live  halfway  decently.  But  it  is  not  the  Gov- 
ernment's fault,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Republican  leaders  hi-ro 
in  Congress.  I  want  to  appeal  to  the  Republicans  of  tliis 
House,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  fair  jilay,  in  the  name  of 
docomy.  that  when  they  are  doing  so  nuich  for  orgnni:'ed  (^ipi- 
tal.  so  much  for  criminal  syndicates,  so  much  for  monopjlie^, 
for  Cod's  sake  to  do  something  for  the  psor  letter  carri^'rs. 
[Ai)i)lauso.] 

Let  us  be  honest.  Let  us  be  just.  Let  us  bo  true  to  tlie  dic- 
tnlos  of  our  nobler  inipuUes.  and  if  we  are.  this  amendment — 
the  letter  carriers'  bill,  so  honest  and  so  just  and  so  eai-nestly 
drfired — will  be  adopted,  speedily  passed,  and  a  law  on  our 
statute  licoks.  Is  tliere  a  man  here  opposed  to  it?  If  so.  let 
him  come  out  in  the  ojien  and  have  the  courage  to  get  up  and 
sa,\"  so.  1)0  not  strike  it  down  and  out  on  a  tec-hii I ca  1  pcint  of 
onler.  Who  is  opposed  to  this  amendment  on  its  merits?  If 
any  there  be.  let  him  got  up  and  say  so.  I  pau:e  for  an  an- 
sv.er.  No  one  opposed  to  it.  and  yet  the  bill  lies  in  tbe  coni- 
n.iltee,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  ever  get  it  out. 

The  friends  of  the  letter  carriers  in  tiiis  House  can  not  get 
the  letter  carriers'  bill  reported  from  the  Connuittee  on  I'ost- 
Oflites  and  I'ost-Roads.  Li^nder  cur  rules  we  can  not  move  to 
discharge  the  comiiiittee  from  further  consideration  of  the  bill. 
Our  only  remedy,  our  last  resort,  is  to  move  to  amend  this  post- 
ofbce  appropriation  bill  by  offering  the  letter  carriers'  bill  as 
an  amendment,  and  draw  the  amendment  in  such  a  way  that  it 
will  not  be  subject  to  a  i)oint  of  order,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Overstreet].  the  chairman  of  the  connnittee, 
always  makes  to  every  eft'ort  that  is  made  to  aid  and  benefit  the 
letter  carriers.  He  gladly  and  quickly  and  yearlj'  increases  tlir? 
appropriations  for  tbe  railroads  for  carrying  the  mails,  but  he 
iiihnm.anly  and  stubbornly,  year  in  and  year  out,  refuses  to 
increase  the  appropriation  for  tlia  letter  carriers  for  carrying  the 
mail.  Everything  for  soulless  monopoly;  nothing  for  ftesh- 
and-bloorl  man.  What  a  contrast !  AVhat  a  spectacle  I  What 
a  .shame!     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  now  made  my  old  speech,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  says,  for  the  letter  carriers.  I  shall  not 
at  ]n'esent  discuss  tbe  matter  further.  But  I  shall  continue  the 
fight  for  justice  to  the  letter  carriers  until  the  battle  is  won. 

Now,  sir,  just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  point  of  order  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  I  do  not  ^hink  the  amendment  is 
subject  to  a  point  of  order ;  it  is  a  limitation  on  the  appropria- 
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tlon.  It  lias  been  held  over  and  over  again  that  a  lin)itation  of 
■this  character  on  an  appropriation  is  in  order.  I  believe  I  am 
sustained  by  precedent.  We  shall  have  a  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment. I  want  to  get  a  vote  here  to-day  on  my  amendment  to 
see  how  many  Members  of  this  House  are  in  favor  of  doing 
Justice  to  the  letter  carriers.  I  regret  to  see  that  there  are  so 
niany  empty  chairs  around.  I  am  sorry  'that  Members  knowing 
this  question  was  coming  up  stay  away  or  go  out  in  the  lobby, 
and  then  tell  the  people  at  home  who  ask  for  justice  for  the 
letter  carriers,  who  want  their  bill  passed,  that  they  are  in  favor 
of  it,  but  they  can  not  get  a  vote  on  it.  Now,  I  am  going  to  give 
the  Members  present  the  opportunity  to  vote  for  it.  About  one- 
third  of  the  membership  of  the  House  is  out  of  the  House,  and  yet 
every  one  of  the  Members  knew  that  this  question  was  coming 
up  to-day.  However.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  judgment  of  the 
Members  that  are  here,  and  I  hope  every  man  who  is  in  favor 
of  decent  wages  being  paid  by  the  Govermuent  for  faithful  serv- 
ice will  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

In  regard  to  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  Chairman,  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  on  this  amendment,  I  desire  to  call  the 
Chair's  attention  to  page  3529  of  the  Congressional  Record, 
Blarch  22,  1004,  when  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Crum- 
packer]  was  in  the  Chair,  and  he  ruled  on  an  identical  amend- 
ment and  declared  that  it  was  in  cixler. 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.  Jlr.  Chairman,  I  merely  want  to  say 
that  while  tlie  amendment  as  drawn  is  under  the  limitation,  it 
necessarily  changes  the  law  even  for  one  year,  and  when  it  does 
change  the  law  for  any  length  of  time,  however  slight,  it  vio- 
lates the  rule,  and  I  insist  on  the  point  of  order. 

The  CIIAIKIMAN.  A  moment  ago,  in  deciding  a  point  of  order 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorlc  [Mr.  Bennet],  the 
Chair  very  briefly  attempted  to  distinguish  between  the  present 
condition  and  the  condition  that  existed  heretofore  in  reference 
to  limitation.  The  same  conditions  are  present  now  by  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Sulzer],  and  the  Chair,  for  the  same  reason,  sustains  the  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.    Mr.  Chairman,  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    The  gentleman  will  state  it. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  overrule  the  de- 
cision of  Judge  Crumpacker? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  not  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  and 
the  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  appeals 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SULZER.  And  I  desire  to  be  heard  briefly  on  the  ap- 
peal. 

Mr.  OVERSTREET.     I  object.     It  is  not  subject  to  debate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.     The  Chair  thinks  it  is. 

Mr.  SULZER.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  should  learn 
parliamentary  jaw  when  he  goes  home.     [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  will  be 
heard  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  very  seldom  and  always 
with  regret  that  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  es- 
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pecially  when  the  Chair  Is  occupied  by  my  colleague  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York:  [Mr.  Sherman],  whom  I  look  upon  as 
one  of  the  best  parliamentarians  in  Congress.  But  in  this  in- 
stance I  am  constrained  to  do  so  because  I  fear  the  Chair,  wlio 
has  just  been  selected  by  his  party  as  chairman  of  the  K-'Dub- 
licau  Congressional  committee,  has  for  some  reason  or  oti:*r^ 
and  we  must  draw  our  own  conclusion — overruled  a  precedent 
that  should  be  followed  in  this  House.  I  thought  the  Chairman 
was  such  a  good  friend  of  the  letter  carriers  that  he  would  fol- 
low that  precedent  heretofore  made  by  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Crumpackkb]. 

Now,  sir,  this  identical  amendment,  to  go  no  further  back 
than  two  years  ago,  when  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Crlmpackeh]  was  in  the  chair,  was  presented  by  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  tlie  gentleni.in  fnun  Culifoi-nia,  Mr.  Livernash. 
.Tudge  CuuMPACKEE.  in  liis  decision  (p.  3.'529  of  the  Conokes- 
sioxAL  Record),  said: 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  sentleman  from  California  is  to  strilte 
out  the  phrase  '"  twenty  two  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars"  ♦  ♦  ♦  and  substitute  therefoi-  "twenty-three  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars:  I'roviih'il,  That  no  part  of  the  ap- 
propriation shall  b«  used  for  said  purpose  unless  in  the  use  thereof  the 
letter  carriers  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  be  paid  salaries  as  follows." 

The  language  of  my  amendment  is  identical  with  this  phrase- 
olcg.v.  The  two  amendmeuts  are  on  all  fours.  Judge  Crum- 
1'.\^cker  goes  on  to  say  : 

The  Chair  reads  only  enough  of  the  amendment  to  illustrate  llts 
character.      •      •      • 

'J'lie  business  of  the  House  is  conducted  under  rules  adopted  by  the 
House  ;  and  It  is  within  the  power  of  the  House  to  withhold  an  appro- 
priation altogether  or  to  make  it  and  connect  with  it  limitations. 
•  •  *  The  House  has  that  power,  and  the  Chair  has  no  right  to 
say  the  House  can   not  exercise  it.      •      *      * 

The  House  has  the  undoubted  right  to  impose  limitations  upon  ap- 
propriations and  impose  conditions  by  way  of  limitation.      •      •      • 

It  is  not  for  the  Chair  to  criticise  the  action  of  the  House,  but  simply 
to  decide  whether,  under  the  rules,  it  has  the  right  to  adopt  tlie  pro- 
jiosod  amendment.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  it  has  that  right,  and 
therefore  overrules  the  point  of  order.      «      ♦      • 

Tlie  entire  matter  was  thoroughly  debated  at  that  time  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Overstreet]  and  by  several 
gentlemen  on  the  floor,  and  after  a  full  and  careful  discussion 
of  the  proposition  Judge  Crumpackee  ruled  against  the  point 
of  order. 

Now,  I  want  to-  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  very  easy  to 
override  and  overrule  an  established  precedent ;  but  I  say,  and 
I  have  had  some  experience  as  a  presiding  officer,  I  say  there 
is  nothing  so  dangerous  in  tlie  liistory  of  parliamentary  prac- 
tice and  of  parliamentary  assemblages,  as  to  have  chairmen,  or 
speakers,  one  year  rule  one  way  and  the  ne.\t  year  rule  anotlier 
wav  on  an  identical  proposition.  If  that  is  to  go  on  in  this  House, 
no  "man  who  is  a  Member  of  it  will  bo  able  to  tell  if  a  question 
arises  where  he  stands,  or  what  his  rights  are,  or  what  he  can 
do  under  the  rules.  He  will  be  simply  at  the  mercy  of  the  ar- 
bitrary will  ajid  autocratic  power  of  tlie  gentleman  who  liap- 
pens  to  be  in  the  chair.  We  must  follow  precedent.  If  this 
House  permits  this  decision  to  be  set  aside  in  this  way.  I  pre- 
dict that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  I'nited  States  will  be  tlie  laugliingstock  of 
every  iiarliamentary  body  in  the  world.  I  believe  in  following 
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precedents,  especially  wben  I  believe  tbey  are  right  and  in  ac- 
cordance wltb  good  parliamentary  practice. 

As  a  Member  of  tbis  House  for  ten  years  I  bave  never  voted 
to  override  tbe  decision  of  tbe  Cbair  when  in  my  opinion  the 
Chair  was  right.  I  believe  tbe  decision  of  tbe  gentleman  now  in 
the  chair  is  wrong,  against  precedent  and  good  parliamentary 
practice.  I  shall  not  waste  time  in  further  discussing  it.  I 
submit  this  question  to  tbe  House,  and  declare  that  if  it  sustains 
the  Chairman  and  overrides  the  pi'ecedent  heretofore  made,  I 
will  subuiit  the  case  of  tbe  rights  of  tbe  letter  carriers  to  tbe 
people  in  the  coming  Congressional  campaign  and  let  them  decide 
between  Philip  drunk  and  Philip  sober.     [Applause.] 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal ;  and  there  were — ayes, 
l28,  noes  14. 

So  the  decision  of  tbe  Cbair  stood  as  tbe  judgment  of  tbe 
House. 
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The  House  being  in  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  having  unfler  consideration  the  bill  (H.  R.  19844)  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1007,  and  for  other  purposes — 

Mr.  SULZEU  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  AVliile  we  are  considering  tbis  sundry  civil 
appropriation  bill,  which  legislates  out  of  the  Treasury  mil- 
lions and  millions  of  dollars  annually  of  the  people's  money  for 
all  sorts  of  purposes  and  conditions  of  things — e.vcept  the  one 
I  am  going  to  talk  about — I  desire  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
Jlembers  of  this  House  a  matter  that  I  consider  of  much  moment 
to  ail  the  people,  and  of  far-reaching  importance  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  eiitire  country — I  refer  to  the  construction  of 
good  roads  as  an  aid  to  national  progress. 

r>ct  me  say  that  I  have  given  this  matter  of  national  good 
highways  careful  study  and  considerable  investigation,  and  I 
believe  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  questions  now  before  the 
American  people. 

From  time  immemorable  good  road  building  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  factors  in  advancing  civilization,  and  it  is  a  matter 
for  general  congratulation  that  the  country  is  again  earnestly 
urging  the  necessity,  from  an  economic  standpoint,  of  better 
roadways,  and  that  we  are  all  beginning  to  realize  the  industrial 
advantages  that  are  sure  to  follow  the  construction  of  better 
transportation  facilities  throughout  the  land. 

The  appeal  for  good  roads  is  a  patriotic  demand  that  come.s 

to  us  from  every  section  of  the  land — from  our  most  intelligent 

and   far-sighted  and  disinterested   citizens — and   I   assert   that 

the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 

6S77  3 


must  take  up  the  matter  seriously  and  legislate  intelligently  on 

the  subject.     The  question  will  not  down,  and  it  can  not  much 

longer  be  ignored.    The  people  want  it,  and  what  the  people 

want    they    generally    get.      As    President    Roosevelt    recently 

said: 

Merely  from  the  standpoint  of  historical  analogy  we  should  have  a 
right  to  ask  that  this  people  which  has  tamed  a  continent,  which  has 
built  up  a  country  with  a  continent  for  its  base,  which  boasts  itself 
with  truth  as  the  mightiest  Republic  that  the  world  has  ever  seen, 
which  we  firmly  believe  will  in  the  century  now  opening  rise  to  a  posi- 
tion of  headship  and  leadership  such  as  no  other  nation  has  ever  yet 
attained — merely  from  historical  analogy,  I  say,  we  should  have  a 
right  to  demand  that  such  a  nation  build  good  roads.  Much  more 
have  we  a  right  to  demand  it  from  the  practical  standpoint.  The  dif- 
ference between  the  semlbarbarism  of  the  middle  ages  and  the  civiliza- 
tion which  succeeded  it  was  the  difference  between  poor  and  good 
means  of  communication.  And  we,  to  whom  space  Is  less  of  an  obstacle 
than  ever  before  In  the  history  of  any  nation  ;  we  who  have  spanned 
a  continent,  who  have  thrust  our  border  westward  In  the  course  of  a 
century  and  a  quarter  until  it  has  gone  from  the  Atlantic  over  the 
Alleghenies,  down  into  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  across  the  Great 
Plains,  over  the  Rockies  to  where  the  Golden  Gate  lets  through  the 
long-heaving  waters  of  the  Pacific ;  we,  who  take  so  little  account  of 
mere  space,  must  see  to  it  that  the  best  means  of  nullifying  the  exist- 
ence of  space  are  at  our  command. 

I  agree  with  the  President  in  what  he  has  said  concerning  this 
matter,  and  I  hope  ere  long  he  will  send  to  the  Congress  a  spe- 
cial message  urging  us  to  take  some  immediate  and  definite 
action  regarding  Government  aid  to  good  road  building  through- 
out the  United  States.  The  fathers  of  the  Republic  wisely  rec- 
ognized the  importance  of  this  question.  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson advocated  good  roads  and  projected  the  construction  of 
the  great  highway  from  the  capital  to  the  Mississippi  Valley. 
The  far-seeing  statesmen  of  the  early  days  of  our  national  exist- 
ence championed  and  passed  measures  to  better  the  means  of 
transportation.  They  knew  that  of  all  human  agencies  the  one 
which  has  done  most  for  humanity  and  civilization  has  been  the 
building  of  good  roads — the  abridgment  of  distance  in  the 
facility  of  commvinication..  They  realized  the  necessity  of  good 
roads — how  important  they  were  to  the  country — to  its  growth 
and  its  development,  and  to  mankind,  morally,  physically,  intel- 
lectually, and  industrially,  removing  national  and  provincial 
antipathies  and  binding  together  all  the  branches  of  the  great 
human  family. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  we  ai^propriate  a  great  deal  of  money  every 
year  for  the  Army.  That  is  necessary.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  I  have  always  been  liberal 
to  the  boj's  in  blue — to  the  brave  and  heroic  soldiers  of  our 
country.  We  appropriate  upward  of  '  $100,000,000  every  year 
for  the  Navy ;  and  I  am,  and  always  have  been,  a  friend  of  our 
gallant  and  glorious  Navy,  which  has  illumined  with  its  im- 
mortal achievements  every  page  of  American  history.  We 
spend  millions  annually  for  pensions  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  Union,  and  that  is  entirely  just  and  proper,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  solemn  promise  of  the  country.  We  vote 
a  groat  deal  of  money  every  year  for  public  buildings  and 
grounds,  and  a  stately  Federal  structure  adorns  almost  every 
city  in  the  land.  We  appropriate  millions  and  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  fortifications  and  coast  defenses — no  doubt  necessary. 
The  Government  has  spent  thus  far  over  $500,000,000  for  river 
and  harbor  improvements,  and  at  times,  since  I  have  been  a 
Member  of  this  House,  I  have  felt  impelled  to  oppose  some  of 
these  appropriations  because  I  believed  in  certain  instances 
they  were  unnecessary  and  extravagant.  But  in  more  than  fifty 
years  we  have  not  appropriated  a  dollar  for  good  roads  for  our 
common  highways.  The  record  will  demonstrate,  I  think,  that 
there  Is  appropriated  annually  a  great  deal  of  money  from  the 
pockets  of  the  taxpayers  for  purposes  that  bring  very  little 
material  return  or  lasting  benefit  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
people  of  the  country. 

I  call  attention  to  these  vast  annual  expenditures  of  money 
by  way  of  contrast — and  we  are  a  country  of  great  contracts — to 
show  how  imj)ortant  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  land  to-day 
is  the  proiK>sition  for  the  building  of  good  roads  for  their  own 
use  and  benefit,  and  for  the  progress  and  the  prosperity  of  our 
expanding  Republic — the  gi-eatest  the  sun  of  noon  has  ever 
smiled  upon  in  all  the  annals  of  the  past.     [Applause.] 

Now,  sir,  I  declare  that  the  history  of  civilization  demon- 
strates that  the  rise  of  great  governments  and  the  growth  of 
powerful  dynasties  were  coincident  with  the  construction  of 
good  roads  and  the  resulting  facility  of  communication  and 
transportation.  The  Romans  were  the  greatest  road  builders 
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the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  the  Iiigbways  they  built  in  the 
palmy  days  of  their  greatness  constitute  the  most  lasting  monu- 
ment to  their  constructive  genius ;  and  th"e  marvelous  thing 
about  it  all  is  that  these  roads  are  practically  just  as  good  to- 
day as  they  were  when  they  were  built.  The  far-sighted  wis- 
dom of  Julius  CiEsar  built  from  the  imperial  exchequer  the 
magnificent  roads  that  led  from  all  directions  to  eternal  Rome. 
The  great  Napoleon — Caesar  like — built  the  roads  of  France 
that  center  in  Paris  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  these  French  roads  have  done  more  than  any  other 
single  agency  to  encourage  the  thrift  and  increase  the  industry 
and  insure  the  contentment  of  the  people  of  France.  Csesar 
find  Napoleon  were  the  great  road  builders  of  the  modern 
world,  and  their  foresight  and  their  judgment  demonstrated 
the  beneficent  results  that  follow,  as  the  night  the  day,  the 
construction  of  governmental  highways. 

England's  good  roads  are  to-day  famous.  They  were  not 
always  so.  Let  me  read  to  you  what  a  celebrated  English 
author  said  about  Britain's  bad  roads  less  than  a  century  aga 
Macaulay,  writing  of  the  condition  of  the  public  roads  of  Eng- 
land previous  to  1835,  says  : 

The  fruits  of  the  earth  were  sometimes  suffered  to  rot  In  one  place, 
while  a  few  miles  distant  the  supplies  fell  short  oJ  the  demand.  One 
chief  cause  of  the  badness  of  the  roads  was  the  defective  state  of  the 
law.  Every  parish  was  hound  to  repair  the  roads  which  passed 
through  it,  and  thus  a  sparse  and  Impoverished  population  was  often 
compelled  to  maintain  highways  "between  rich  and  populous  towns. 

Then  came  Telford  and  Macadam — the  great  road  builders  of 
Britain.  They  pointed  out  the  cause  of  stagnation  and  decay ; 
they  fought  and  agitated  for  good  roads  by  parliamentary  ap- 
propriations ;  they  predicted  the  beneficent  results  sure  to  fol- 
low the  construction  of  better  highways;  and  throvigh  their 
foresight  and  endeavors  England  has  to-day  good  roads  from 
one  end  of  hor  domain  to  the  other — as  good  as  any  thorough- 
faros  in  all  the  world. 

The  United  States  must  build  and  possess  good  roads.    The 

General   Government  must   lend   its  aid  to  their  construction. 

T-joy  must  be  free  to  all  the  people  and  stretching  away  in  all 

directions  throughout  the  length  and  the  breadth  of  the  land.    It 
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Is  essential  to  our  development.  We  are  tlie  greatest  and  the 
grandest  and  tbe  richest  Republic  in  all  the  ages,  and  only  on 
the  threshold  of  our  glorious  destiny ;  but  yet,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
we  are  far  behind  the  other  great  governments  of  the  world 
in  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  good  roads.  Every 
person  who  has  traveled  abroad  is  at  once  Impressed  with  this 
unfortunate  fact.  It  is  a  reflection  on  our  energy,  a  sad  com- 
mentary on  our  sagacity,  and  a  humiliating  comparison  with 
our  progressive  enterprise  in  every  other  field  of  endeavor. 
We  must  not  lag  behind  the  European  states  in  this  important 
matter ;  and  yet,  if  we  start  now,  it  will  take  us  years  and 
years  to  equal  the  good  roads  of  continental  governments  and 
distant  oriental  countries. 

Good  roads,  sir,  are  the  arteries  of  the  industrial  life  of  a 
great  and  powerful  people.  In  a  Government  such  as  oui'S,  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men  and  women  are  more  or  less  ab- 
solutely dependent  ui)on  the  best  and  speediest  means  of  com- 
munication and  transportation.  If  you  say  good  roads  will  only 
help  the  farmei-s,  I  deny  it.  The  farmers,  who  produce  the 
necessaries  of  life,  are  less  dependent  than  the  millions  and 
millions  of  people  who  live  in  our  cities  and  towns.  The-  most 
superficial  investigation  of  this  subject  will  clearly  prove  that 
good  roads  are  just  as  imiwrtaut  to  the  consumers,  if  not  more 
so,  than  they  are  to  tbe  producers  of  the  country. 

Now,  it  may  be  claimed  by  some  unthinl^ing  individual  that 
the  railroads  answer  all  requirements,  or  at  least  have  decreased 
the  need  of  good  roads.  Let  us  see.  Last  year  it  cost  about 
?1,850,000,000  to  transport  the  products  of  the  country  over 
dirt  roads  to  the  nearest  shipping  point,  while  tbe  railroads  re- 
ceived, all  told,  in  gross  receipts,  from  every  source  for  the 
same  period  of  tin>e,  considerably  less ;  so  that  it  will  readily 
be  perceived  that  the  railroad  systems  fall  far  short  of  supply- 
ing the  transportation  needs  of  the  peojile ;  and  Desides  the 
difference  in  the  cost  of  tran.sporting  freight  over  good  roads 
and  bad  roads  is  enormous  as  it  fs  startling.  The  statistics 
show  it  costs  about  25  cents  a  ton  a  mile,  on  an  average,  to 
transport  merchandise  over  the  dirt  roads  of  the  United  Statei-^ 
and  that  the  average  cost  over  the  imjjroved  roads  of  twenty 
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European  states  is  less  than  10  cents  a  ton  a  mile.    Here  is  a 

difference  of  over  a  billion  dollars  a  year  between  the  cost  of 

transportation  over  good  roads  and  bad  roads,  and  every  dollar 

of  It  to-day  comes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  toilers  and  producers 

of  America  and  is  a  dead  financial  loss.    The  difference  in  cost 

of  transportation  by  steam,  horsepower,  and  electricity  over  the 

highways  of  the  United  States  is  illustrated  by  the  following 

table,  based  on  the  most  careful  estimates,  which  shows  how 

far  $1.25  will  go  to  pay  for  transporting  a  ton  of  freight  in  four 

different  ways : 

Cost  of  transportation  per  ton. 

Horsepower,  5  miles $1-  25 

Electric   power,   25   miles 1-  25 

Pte.im  cars,  230  miles 1.  25 

Steamships  on  the  Lakes,  1,000  miles 1.  25 

Now,  sir,  in  this  connection  I  want  to  read  a  brief  extract 

from  an  eloquent  speech  delivered  last  year  by  Hon.  William  J. 

Bryan  before  the  annual  convention  of  the  National  Good  Roads 

Association.     Sir.  Bryan  said : 

I  have  become  exceedingly  interested  In  this  subject.  •  •  •  The 
expenditure  of  money  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  common 
roads  can  be  defended,  first,  as  a  matter  of  Justice  to  the  people  who 
live  In  the  country ;  second,  as  a  matter  of  advantage  to  the  people  who 
do  not  live  In  the  country ;  and,  third,  on  the  ground  that  the  welfare 
of  the  nation  demands  that  the  comforts  of  country  life  shall,  as  far  as 
possible,  keep  pace  with  the  comforts  of  city  life. 

It  Is  a  well-known  fact,  or  a  fact  easily  ascertained,  that  the  people 
In  the  country,  while  paying  their  full  share  of  the  Federal  taxes,  re- 
ceive, as  a  rule,  only  the  general  benefits  of  government ;  while  the 
people  In  the  cities  have.  In  addition  to  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  advantages  arising  from  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys  in 
their  midst.  The  farmer  not  only  pays  his  share  of  the  taxes,  but 
more  than  his  share ;  yet  very  little  of  what  he  pays  gets  back  to 
him.  •  •  •  The  farmer  has  nothing  that  escapes  taxation.  The 
Improvement  of  the  country  roads  can  be  Justified  also  on  the  ground 
that  the  farmer,  the  first  and  most  Important  producer  of  wealth,  ought 
to  be  In  position  to  hold  his  crop  and  market  It  at  the  most  favorable 
opportunity,  whereas  at  present  he  Is  virtually  under  compulsion  to 
sell  It  as  soon  as  it  is  matured,  because  the  roads  may  become  impas- 
sable at  any  time  during  the  fall,  winter,  or  spring.  The  farmer  has 
a  right  to  insist  upon  roads  that  will  enable  him  to  go  to  town,  church, 
schoolhouse,  and  to  the  homes  of  his  neighbors,  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire; and  with  the  extension  _o£  the  rural  delivery  he  has  an  additional 
need  for  good  roads  in  order  that  he  may  be  kept  in  communication 
with  the  outside  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  agree  with  what  BIr.  Bryan  has  so  well  said. 
The  farmer  gets  very  little  benefit  from  the  General  Govern- 
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ment  and  is  tiixed  on  everything.  Tlie  burdens  of  life  fall 
hardest  on  the  farmer.  The  least  the  Government  can  do  for 
him  is  to  help  him  get  decent  highways.  I  am  with  the  fanners 
in  this  fight  for  good  roads.  I  am  with  the  rural  districtn  of 
our  land  in  their  struggle  for  better  transportation  facilities, 
and  in  Congress  or  out  of  Congress  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power 
to  hasten  the  consummation  they  desire — the  ability  to  go  and 
come  along  decent  roads  without  exhausting  the  time  and  the 
effort  and  the  utility  of  man  and  beast  I  l^now  farm  life.  My 
boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm  doing  farm  work.  I  Uiinw 
the  farmer's  joys  and  sorrows — his  trials  and  his  troubles  and 
his  triumphs.  We  owe  much  to  the  farmers  and  producers  of 
our  country — much  that  we  can  never  repay.  Whatever  will 
aid  them  will  benefit  the  people  in  every  community. 

To-day  I  represent  in  Congress  a  great  district  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city  of  New  York — a  great,  patriotic  people,  of  whom 
I  am  Justly  proud — but  I  am  broad-minded  enough  and  farsee- 
ing  enough  to  realize  that  what  will  help  one  part  of  our  coun- 
try will  benefit  every  other  section  of  our  land,  and  I  deprecate 
the  narrow  view  that  is  often  expressed  concerning  the  local 
character  of  this  important  question  of  good-road  building.  It 
is  not  local  or  sectional.  It  is  national  in  all  its  aspects;  it  is 
for  the  public  weal ;  it  will  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  tlw 
Government  should  give  its  legislative  sanction  to  the  project 
and  render  all  the  aid  witliin  its  power.  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Federal  Government  to  lend  our  rural  population  a  helping 
hand  to  remove  the  curse  of  bad  roads.     [Applause.] 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  there  is  revival  of  interest  all  along  the 
line  in  tlie  making  of  good  roads.  The  Government  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  committed  to  the  policy  of  highway  improvements 
and  the  construction  of  good  roads  in  Porto  Rico,  in  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands,  and  in  the  Philippines.  We  are  spending  lult- 
lions  and  millions  of  dollars  every  year  for  the  building  of 
good  roads  in  our  insular  possessions,  but  not  one  dollar  for  the 
same  purpose  in  our  own  continental  country.  Let  us  keep  up 
the  fight  for  good  roads  at  home,  ever  bearing  in  mind  that  no 
country  now  enjoys  good  roads  without  governmental  aid  "" 
their  construction. 
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Good  road  building  Is  a  public  matter,  a  national  necessity, 
and  it  closely  concerns  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole  country. 
I  am  in  favor  of  Government  aid  in  the  construction  of  good 
iroads  for  all  the  people.  [Applause.]  These  roads  will  be  pos- 
tal highways  for  the  delivery  of  the  mails,  military  channels  in 
case  of  war,  the  great  arteries  of  interstate  commercial  life,  and 
the  avenues  through  which  the  chariot  of  progress  shall  drive 
ever  and  anon,  bringing  the  products  of  plenty  to  the  rich  and 
the  poor  alike  and  untold  benefits  to  all  the  land  for  ages  yet 
to  come. 

Speaking  on  the  subject  of  good  roads  and  national  greatness, 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles  said  recently : 

I  know  of  no  one  element  of  civilization  In  our  country  that  has 
been  more  neglected  than  the  Improvement  of  our  roads,  yet  this  is 
the  element  that  marlcs  the  line  between  barbarism  and  civilization 
in  any  country.  The  founders  of  our  Government  strongly  advocated 
the  necessity  of  opening  up  and  improving  the  means  of  internal  com- 
munication. The  immortal  Washington  retired  from  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumstance of  glorious  war  to  occupy  the  honorable  position  of  a  sover- 
elgu  citizen,  and  while  conducting  the  affairs  of  his  plantation  was  pres- 
ident of  a  transportation  company.  The  author  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, the  founder  of  one  of  our  great  universities  and  the  eminent 
statesman  who  gave  to  us  this  vast  empire  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
was  right  when  he  said  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Humboldt : 

"  It  is  more  remunerative,  splendid,  and  noble  for  the  people  to  spend 
money  on  canals  and  roads  that  will  build  and  promote  social  inter- 
course and  commercial  facilities  than  to  expend  it  on  armies  and 
navies."  He  was  right  again  when  he  said,  in  a  letter  to  James  Ross  : 
*'  I  experience  great  satisfaction  in  seeing  my  country  proceed  to  facili- 
tate Intercommunication  of  several  parts  by  opening  rivers,  canals, 
and  roads.  How  much  more  rational  Is  this  disposition  of  public  money 
than   that  of  waging  war." 

How  true  are  the  words  of  Immortal  Jefferson  regarding  the  disposi- 
tion of  public  money.  We  appropriate  millions  and  millions  of  dollars 
every  year  for  war — not  a  dollar  for  peace.  We  spend  millions  and 
millions  of  dollars  annually  for  the  improvement  of  our  rivers,  and  not 
a  dollar  for  the  improvement  of  our  roads.  We  have  negected  this  im- 
portant worlc  too  long.  It  is  all  to  our  shame.  Let  us  begin ;  let  us 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  builders  of  the  Republic,  and  commence 
now  to  do  something  to  Improve  our  national  roadways.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
bill  I  introduced  in  Congress  to  promote  the  building  of  good 
Government  roads.  It  is  H.  R.  19470,  introduced  by  me  on  May 
18,  1006,  and  entitled  "A  bill  to  promote  good  roads  and  the 
efficiency  of  the  postal  service  in  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States."  It  is  a  very  short  bill,  and  I  send  it  to 
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the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read  In  my  time,  so  that  It  will  go  in 
the  Recced  and  be  a  part  of  my  speech. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

A  bill  to  promote  the  construction  of  good  roads  and  the  edicIeTicy  of 

the    postal    service    In    the    States    and    Tenltorles    of    the    United 

States. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  upon  the  application  of  the  proper  authori- 
ties representing  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  loan  to  such  State  or  Territory  for  tin* 
construction  or  Improvement  of  post-roads  within  such  State  or  Ter- 
ritory and  outside  the  limits  of  any  city  or  incorporated  village  the 
actual  cost  of  such  construction  or  Improvement :  Provided,  That  the 
construction  or  improvement  of  said  post-roads  shall  be  under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  the  Post-Offlce  Department  and  according  to  speci- 
fications approved  by  It,  and  the  Postmaster-General  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  relating 
thereto :  rrovided  further.  That  one  twenty-fifth  part  of  all  money 
received  from  the  United  States  Government  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  each  year  returned  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  by  the  State  or  Territory  receiving  the  same  until  the  whole 
amount  received  by  such  State  or  Territory  shall  have  been  returned. 

Sec.  2.  That  no  interest  shall  be  charged  upon  money  loaned  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  when  return  to  the  Treasury  is  promptly 
mode  as  provided  for  by  this  act,  but  a  0  per  cent  per  annum  interest 
chai'ge  shall  be  added  to  all  deferred  payments.  And  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  with  the  States  and  Territories  with  respect  to  the  said 
loan. 

Skc.  3.  That  the  President  is  directed  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, as  soon  as  convenience  will  permit  after  the  commencement  of 
each  session,  a  statement  of  ail  proceedings  under  this  act. 

Sec.  4.    Tiiat  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Jlr.  SULZER.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  bill  speaks  for  itself.  It  is 
a  short  bill,  a  concise  bill,  and  to  my  mind  it  embodies  a  most  com- 
prehensive plan  for  the  building  of  good  roads  throughout  the 
country  by  Government  aid.  and  yet  ultimately  it  will  not  take 
one  dollar  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  This  bill  of 
mine  provides  a  simple  way  and  an  expedient  plan  to  accom- 
plish imnioiiiate  bettor  governmental  highway  construction.  In 
a  nutshell,  the  bill  autliorizes  the  General  Government  to  loan 
its  surplus  money  without  interest  to  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries to  build  .good  roads,  the  work  to  be  done  under  the  general 
supervision  of  the  Post-Office  Department  and  in  accordance 
with  its  rules  and  regulations,  and  the  money  thus  loaned  to 
bo  repaid  to  the  Government  in  small  annual  installments.  The 
bill  is  not  subject  to  constitutional  objection,  for  tbe  reason 
that  under  its  provisions  the  States  and  Territories  borrow  the 
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Knoney,  furnish  tbe  right  of  way,  and  are  required  to  protect 
and  maintain  tlie  roads  after  they  are  built.  None  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  States  are  interfered  with  in  any  way.  It  is  Gov- 
ernment cooperation,  and  the  right  of  the  Government  to  loan 
its  surplus  money  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  good  roads  for 
all  the  people  has  been  held  over  and  over  again  to  be  consti- 
tutional.    This  plan  of  mine  is  as  simple  as  It  is  feasible. 

My  bill  may  not  be  perfect — I  am  willing  to  change  it  if  any- 
one can  suggest  an  amendment  to  malie  it  better — but  I  believe 
it  is  far-reaching  in  its  possibilities  for  immediate  and  econom- 
ical good-road  building.  Its  object  is  plain.  It  will  build  the 
roads,  give  us  better  postal  facilities,  cheapen  transportation, 
keep  money  in  circulation,  give  employment  to  the  idle  workmeu 
of  the  country,  initiate  the  undertaking  demanded  by  the  peo- 
ple, restore  to  life  every  languishing  local  industry,  market  tho 
products  of  our  producers,  aid  our  commerce,  increase  our 
wealth,  extend  our  prosperity,  solve  the  problem,  and  give  our 
country  the  best  highways  in  all  the  world  in  less  than  twenty- 
five  years,  without  in  the  end  actually  costing  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment a  single  dollar. 

Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  assure  all  my  colleagues  that  I  have  no 
vanity  in  this  matter.  I  am  seeking  results — the  speedy  accom- 
plishment of  the  thing  desired.  I  want  to  say  that  I  am 
wedded  to  no  particular  plan  for  governmental  improvement 
of  our  national  highways,  although  I  think  my  bill  is  by  far 
the  simplest,  the  most  practicable,  and  the  most  comprehensive 
proposition  which  has  thus  far  been  presented  to  bring  about 
Congressional  action  for  the  building  of  good  roads ;  and  I  sub- 
mit the  measure  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the  people  of 
the  country,  who  are  thinking  about  and  investigating  this  sub- 
ject, in  order  that  they  may  study  it  and  approve  it  if  they 
think  it  is  an  honest  and  a  just  way  to  aid  in  the  establishment 
of  good  avenues  of  transportation  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  and  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf ;  and  I  submit  it 
to  the  Members  of  Congress,  hoping  that  they  will  study  its 
practicability  and  take  some  action  on  the  bill  in  the  very  near 
future.  I  have  no  ambition  in  this  matter  save  to  serve  the 
people  and  comply  with  their  wishes.  As  I  said,  I  am  simply 
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seeking  to  accomplish  results.  I  am  in  favor  of  good  roads. 
I  know  it  is  an  impossibility  for  the  counties  or  the  States  of 
the  Union  to  build  good  roads  without  some  help  from  the  Na- 
tional Government.  My  plan  is  to  have  the  Government  aid 
the  States  and  Territories  by  loaning  them,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  money  to  build  these  good  roads  and  let  the  States  pay  back 
the  money  in  small  annual  installments.  In  this  way  we  will 
soon  have  good  roads  without  finally  depleting  the  National 
Treasury  a  single  dollar,  because  every  dollar  which  will  be 
spent  from  the  National  Treasury  will  come  back  again.  I 
know  there  are  other  bills  pending  in  Congress  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  I  know  that  there  have  been  bills  pending  in  Con- 
gress for  years  and  years  seeking  to  do  something  for  the  con- 
struction of  good  roads,  but  thus  far  not  one  of  these  bills  has 
ever  been  favorably  acted  upon. 

In  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  serious  objection  to  the  pro- 
visions of  my  bill,  and  I  believe  if  it  should  become  a  law  the 
whole  problem  would  be  solved,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  we  would  have  the  grandest  highways  that  exist  in  all 
the  world,  and  it  would  do  more  than  any  other  single  agency  I 
can  think  of  to  develop  our  resources,  benefit  all  our  people,  and 
make  us  greater  and  grander  and  more  prosperous  in  a  com- 
mercial and  industrial  way.     [Applause.] 

Sir,  the  people  of  tlie  country  know  the  importance  of  good 
road  building.  They  are  familiar  with  the  truths  of  history. 
They  know  the  past.  They  realize  that  often  the  difference  be- 
tween good  roads  and  bad  roads  is  the  difference  between  profit 
and  loss.  Good  roads  have  a  money  value  far  beyond  our  or- 
dinary conception.  Bad  roads  constitute  our  greatest  draw- 
baclc  to  internal  development  and  material  progress.  Good 
roads  mean  prosperous  farmers ;  bad  roads  mean  abandoned 
farms,  sparsely  settled  country  districts,  and  congested,  popu- 
lated cities,  where  the  poor  are  destined  to  become  poorer. 
Good  roads  mean  more  cultivated  farms  and  cheaper  food  prod- 
ucts for  the  toilers  in  the  towns ;  bad  roads  mean  poor  transpor- 
tation, lack  of  communication,  high  prices  for  the  necessaries 
of  life,  tlie  less  of  untold  millions,  and  idle  workmen  seeking 
employment.  Good  roads  will  help  those  who  cultivate  the 
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soil  and  feed  the  multitude,  and  whatever  aids  the  producers  of 
our  country  will  Increase  our  wealth  and  our  greatness  and 
benefit  all  the  people  of  the  land.  We  can  not  destroy  our  farms 
without  general  decay  and  final  deterioration.  They  are  to-day 
ths  heart  of  our  national  life  and  the  chief  source  of  our  ma- 
terial greatness.  Tear  down  every  edifice  in  our  towns  and 
labor  will  rebuild  them,  but  abandon  the  farms  and  our  cities 
will  crumble  away  and  disappear  forever. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  appeal  to  you 
in  the  name  of  patriotism,  for  our  common  weal,  for  our  com- 
mercial supremacy,  in  the  name  of  20,000,000  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  do  something,  and  do  it  quickly,  for  good  roads ;  leud 
the  States  the  money ;  begin  the  construction ;  put  the  unem- 
ployed to  work,  and  a  grateful  and  responsive  people  will  rise 
up  and  call  you  blessed. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  take 
an  abiding  interest  in  this  all-absorbing  question  for  better 
highways  throughout  the  land  by  some  plan  of  governmental 
assistance.  I  am  for  the  cause,  and  in  the  fight  to  stay.  I  am 
now,  always  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  a  friend  of  good 
road  building.  It  means  progress  and  prosperity,  a  benefit  to 
the  people  who  live  in  the  cities,  and  an  advantage  to  the  peo- 
ple who  live  in  the  country,  and  it  will  help  every  section  of  our 
vast  domain.  Good  roads,  like  good  streets,  make  habitation 
along  them  most  desirable ;  they  enhance  the  value  of  farm 
lands,  facilitate  transportation,  and  add  untold  wealth  to  the 
producers  and  consumers  of  the  country ;  they  are  the  milestones 
marking  the  march  of  civilization ;  they  economize  time  and 
labor  and  money ;  they  save  wear  and  tear  and  worry  and 
waste ;  they  beautify  the  country,  bring  it  in  touch  with  the 
city,  and  aid  the  social  and  religious  and  educational  and  indus- 
trial advancement  of  the  people ;  they  make  better  homes  and 
happier  hearthsides ;  they  are  the  avenues  of  trade,  the  high- 
ways of  commerce,  the  mail  routes  of  information,  and  the 
agencies  of  speedy  communication ;  they  mean  the  economical 
transportation  of  marketable  products — the  maximum  burden 
at  the  minimum  cost;  they  are  the  ligaments  that  bind  the 
country  together  in  thrift  and  industry  and  intelligence  and 
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patriotism ;  they  promote  social  intercourse,  prevent  intellectual 
stagnation,  and  increase  the  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of  our 
producing  masses ;  they  contribute  to  tiie  glory  of  the  country, 
give  employment  to  our  idle  workmen,  distribute  the  necessaries 
of  life — the  products  of  the  fields  and  the  forests  and  the  fac- 
tories— encourage  energy  and  husbandry,  inculcate  love  for  our 
scenic  grandeur,  and  make  mankind  better  and  greater  and 
grander.  Good  roads  have  made  the  glory  of  the  nations  of  the 
past,  and  good  roads  will  add  to  our  greater  glory  and  mike  us 
all  that  we  hope  to  be.  the  most  beneficent  power  that  ever 
blessed  an  advancing  and  progressive  humanity.  [Loud  ap- 
plause.] 
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SPEECH 

OT 

HON.    WILLIAM    SULZER, 


The  House,  as  In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
havinp;  under  conskleration  the  hill  (H.  I{.  14G06)  to  provide  for  the 
consolidation  and  reorganization  of  customs  collection  districts,  and  for 
other  purposes — 

Mr.  SULZER  said : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  on  a 
previous  occasion  on  the  subject  of  an  eight-hour  law.  In  my 
remarks  then  I  made  the  following  statement,  which  has  not 
been  challenged : 

No  measure  Iv  recent  years  has  been  so  stubbornly  resisted  by  organ- 
ized greed  as  fUe  heroic  efforts  of  organized  labor  to  place  upon  the 
statute  books  of  the  country  this  humane  bill  making  eight  hours  a 
legal  day's  work.  Over  a  month  ago  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
Labor  stole  a  march  on  the  majority  of  the  committee  and  ordered  a 
favorable  report  of  this  bill,  but  the  chairman  of  the  committee  neglected 
to  make  the  report  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  a  majority  of 
a  quorum  of  tnc  Committee  on  Labor  until  the  day  before  yesterday. 
Then  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Gardner],  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Labor,  reluctantly  flled  a  report,  knowing  that  it 
would  be  too  late  for  the  bill  to  pass  the  House  this  session  and  be- 
come a  law.  He  held  back  the  report  in  violation  of  every  rule  and 
every  precedent  until  a  couple  of  days  before  the  time  he  knew  the  Con- 
gress was  going  to  adjourn. 

I  repeat  it  now,  and  1  charge  the  Republicans  with  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  defeat  of  the  eight-hour  law.  So  much  for 
that. 

Equally  futile  have  been  all  the  attempts  of  the  Democratic 
members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  obtain  action  of  any 
kind  on  the  Pearre  anti-injunction  bill.  After  months  of  time- 
killing,  tedious  discussions,  and  near  the  close  of  the  session, 
certain  points  that  liad  been  fully  discussed  and  fully  consid- 
ered, and  upon  which  every  member  had  made  up  his  mind, 
were  referred  to  a  subcommittee  of  three,  the  two  Republican 
members  of  which  had  already  committed  themselves  on  the 
record  against  the  bill.  That  subcommittee  is  directed  to  report 
at  the  next  session.  It  is  noted  that  the  election  for  the  Sixtieth 
Congress  will  then  have  been  held.  Men  may  be  excused  for 
opposing  a  labor  bill  openly  and  from  the  standpoint  of  an  hon- 
est belief,  but  who  does  not  desi^ise  a  cowardly  evasion?  No  one 
should  receive  a  workingman's  vote  for  a  seat  in  this  body  who 
is  not  willing  to  place  himself  of  record  for  or  against  labor's 
demands  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  or  by  other  act  equally  sol- 
emn and  uiieriuivocal. 

Of  more  far-reaching  importance  would  be  a  change  in  the 
practice  in  the  Federal  courts  to  limit  the  use  of  injunctions. 
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On  this  subject  I  insert  an  extract  from  tlie  argument  of 
Thomas  Carl  Spelling,  esq.,  of  New  York,  attorney  for  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  made  before  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, which  api)ears  to  be  peculiarly  appropriate : 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  according  to  all  interpretationg, 
took  care  that  bounds  should  be  set  to  equitable  jurisdictiou.  It  has 
universally  been  held  that  the  equitable  powers  are  those,  and  those 
only,  that  were  possessed  by  the  English  Judges  at  the  time  the  colo- 
nies separated.  But  these  Judges  single  out  a  class  In  the  community 
and  stretch  forth  the  hand  of  arbitrary  power  to  that  class  exclusively. 

Kome  changed  from  a  republic  to  an  empire  by  abuse  on  the  part  of 
the  tribunes  of  power  to  enjoin.  First,  they  used  it  to  forbid,  next  to 
command ;  then  came  the  emperor.  The  next  use  of  the  power  may 
be  to  forbid  competition.  The  doctrine  that  a  right  to  do  business  Is 
property  is  dangerous.  The  Roman  tribunes  of  course  abused  this 
power,  as  all  unusual  and  inordinate  power  will  l>e  abused  ;  and  the 
people,  unable  to  return  to  former  conditions  because  the  Roman  em- 
ployers' associations  opposed  and  e.xerted  an  undue  influence  in  the 
Roman  Senate,  cried  out,  "Ave  Imperator  !  "  Then  arose  Carl  the  Great, 
first  Emperor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the  middle  ages.  Thus 
extension  and  usurpation  of  the  power  to  eujoln  ripened  into  the  undis- 
puted power  of  one  man  to  legislate,  adjudicate,  and  execute. 

By  the  ancient  and  startling  example  above  cited  every 
American  citizen  should  be  forewarned.  The  abuses  of  power, 
the  usurpations  by  tlie  courts,  are  increasing  both  in  flagrancy 
and  number ;  and  unless  checked  by  legislation  workingmen  will 
soon  find  themselves  reduced  to  a  condition  of  abject  servitude, 
retaining  barely  the  privileges  to  breathe  and  toil  for  such  pit- 
tances as  are  reluctantly  doled  out  to  them  by  their  task- 
masters. 

These,  sir,  and  other  matters  of  growing  interest  to  labor 
have  been  ruthlessly  thrust  aside  by  the  Republican  ma- 
jority at  this  and  jirior  sessions.  Some  of  them  are  set  forth 
in  labor's  bill  of  grievances,  which  has  been  presented  to  the 
persons  named  therein,  but  without  avail.  I  now  insert  the 
bill  of  grievances,  containing  a  clear  and  succinct  statement  of 
labor's  just  demands  and  of  Republican  indifference  with  re- 
spect thereto. 

LABOR'S    GRIEVANCES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1906. 
Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

President  of  the  United  States; 
Hon.  WM.  P.  FRYE, 

President  pro  tempore  United  States  Senate; 
Hon.  Joseph  G.  Cannon, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives,  United  States. 
Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned  executive  council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  and  those  accompanying  us  in  the  presentation  of  this 
document,  submit  to  you  the  subject-matter  of  the  grievances  which  the 
worltmen  of  our  country  feel  by  reason  of  the  indifferent  position  which 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  manifested  toward  the  just,  rea- 
sonable, and  necessary  measures  which  have  been  before  it  these  past 
several  years,  and  which  particularly  affect  the  interests  of  the  working 
people,  as  well  as  by  reason  of  the  administrative  acts  of  the  executive 
branches  of  this  Government  and  the  legislation  of  the  Congress  re- 
lating to  these  Interests.  For  convenience,  the  matters  of  which  we 
complain  are  briefly  stated,  and  are  as  follows : 

The  law  commonly  known  as  the  "  eight-hour  law  "  has  been  found 
ineffective  and  insufflclent  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  its  designers 
and  framers.  Labor  has,  since  1894,  urged  the  passage  of  a  law  so  as 
to  remedy  the  defects,  and  for  Its  extension  to  all  work  done  for  or  on 
behalf  of  the  Government.     Our  efforts  have  been  in  vain. 

Without  hearing  of  any  kind  granted  to  those  who  are  the  advocates 
of  the  eight-hour  law  and  principle.  Congress  passed,  and  the  President 
signed,  an  appropriation  bill  containing  a  rider  nullifying  the  eight-hour 
law  and  principle  in  its  application  to  the  greatest  public  work  ever  un- 
dertaken by  our  Government,  the  construction  of  the  Panama  Canal. 
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The  eight-hour  Jaw  in  terms  provides  that  those  intrusted  with  the 
supervision  of  Government  worlc  shali  neltiier  require  nor  permit  any, 
violations  thereof.  The  law  has  l>een  gi'ievonsly  and  frequentiy  vio- 
lated. The  violations  have  been  reported  to  the  heads  of  several  De- 
pjirtments,  who  have  refused  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  its  cn- 
fori-en-eat. 

While  reco.crnlzing  tlie  necessity  for  the  employment  of  Inmates  of 
our  penal  institutions,  so  that  they  may  be  self-supporting,  labor  has 
urged  in  vain  the  enactment  of  a  law  that  shall  safeguard  it  from  the 
competition  of  the  labor  of  convicts. 

In  the  Interest  of  ail  of  our  people,  and  in  consonance  with  their 
almost  general  demand,  we  have  urged  Congress  for  some  tangible  re- 
lief from  the  constantly  growing  evil  of  induced  and  undesirable  immi- 
gration, but  without  result. 

Kecognizing  the  danger  of  Chinese  immigration,  and  responsive  to 
the  demands  of  the  people.  Congress  years  ago  enacted  an  effective 
Chinese-exclusion  law ;  yet,  despite  the  experience  of  the  people  of  our 
own  country,  as  well  as  tiiose  of  other  countries,  the  present  law  is  fla- 
grantly violated,  and  now  by  act  of  Congress  it  is  seriously  proposed  to 
invalidate  that  law  and  reverse  the  policy. 

The  partial  relief  secured  by  the  laws  of  1895  and  1898,  providing 
that  seamen  shali  not  be  compelled  to  endure  involuntary  servitude, 
has  been  seriously  threatened  at  each  succeeding  Congress.  The  peti- 
tions to  secure  for  tlie  seamen  equal  right  with  all  others  have  been 
denied,  and  a  disposition  shown  to  extend  to  other  workmen  the  system 
of  compulsory  labor. 

Under  tlie  guise  of  a  bill  to  subsidize  the  shipping  industry,  a  pro- 
vision is  incorporated,  and  has  already  passed  the  Senate,  providing 
for  a  term  of  conscription,  which  would  malce  compulsory  naval  serv- 
ice a  condition   precedent   to   employment   on   privately   owned    vessels. 

Having  in  mind  the  terrible  and  unnecessary  loss  of  life  attending 
the  burning  of  the  Ulocum  In  the  harbor  of  New  Yorlc,  the  wreck;  of 
the  liio  de  Janeiro  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  and 
other  disasters  on  the  waters  too  numerous  to  mention,  in  nearly  every 
case  the  great  loss  of  life  was  due  to  the  undermanning  and  the  un- 
eltilled  manning  of  such  vessels,  we  presented  to  Congress  measures 
tliat  would.  If  enacted,  so  far  as  human  law  could  do,  maiie  impossible 
the  awful  loss  of  life.  We  have  sought  this  remedy  more  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  traveling  public  than  in  that  of  the  seamen,  but  in 
vain. 

Having  in  mind  the  constantly  increasing  evil  growing  out  of  the 
parsimony  of  corporations,  of  towing  several  undermanned  and  un- 
eciulpped  vessels  called  "  barges "  on  the  high  seas,  where,  in  case  of 
storm  or  stress,  they  are  cut  loose  to  drift  or  sinlt  and  their  crews  to 
perish,  we  liave  urged  the  passage  of  a  law  that  shall  forbid  the  tow- 
ing of  more  than  one  such  vessel  unless  they  shall  have  an  equipment 
and  a  crow  sufficient  to  manage  them  when  cut  loose  and  sent  adrift, 
but  in  vain. 

The  antitrust  and  interstate-commerce  laws  enacted  to  protect  the 
people  against  monopoly  in  the  products  of  labor  and  against  discrimi- 
nation in  the  transportation  thereof,  have  been  perverted,  so  far  as  the 
laborers  are  concerned,  so  as  to  invade  and  violate  their  personal  liberty 
as  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  Our  repeated  efforts  to  obtain 
redress  from  Congress  have  been  in  vain. 

Tlie  beneficent  writ  of  injunction,  intended  to  protect  property  rights 
has,  as  used  in  labor  disputes,  been  perverted  so  as  to  attack  and  de- 
stroy personal  freedom  and  in  a  manner  to  hold  that  the  employer  has 
some  property  rights  in  the  labor  of  the  worltman.  Instead  of  obtain- 
ing the  relief  which  labor  has  sought,  it  Is  seriously  threatened  with 
statutory  authority  for  existing  judicial  usurpation. 

The  Committee  on  Labor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  insti- 
tuted at  the  demand  of  labor  to  voice  its  sentiments,  to  advocate  its 
rights,  and  to  protect  its  interests.  In  the  past  two  Congresses  this  com- 
mittee has  been  so  organized  as  to  malce  ineffectual  any  attempt  labor 
has  made  for  redress.  This  being  the  fact  in  the  last  Congress,  labor 
requested  the  Speaker  to  appoint  on  the  Committee  on  Labor  members 
who,  from  their  experience,  knowledge,  and  sympathy,  would  render  In 
this  Congress  such  service  as  the  committee  was  originally  designed  to 
perform.  Not  only  was  labor's  request  ignored,  but  tlie  hostile  make-up 
of  the  committee  was  accentuated. 

llecently  the  President  issued  an  order  forbidding  any  and  all 
Government  employees,  upon  the  pain  of  instant  dismissal  from  the 
Government  service,  to  petition  Congress  for  any  redress  of  grievances 
or  for  any  improvement  in  their  condition.  Thus  the  constitutional 
right  of  citizens  to  petition  must  be  surrendered  by  the  Government 
employee  in  order  that  he  may  obtain  or  retain  his  employment. 
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■We  pi-eeent  these  grievances  to  your  attention  Viecause  we  have 
long,  patiently,  and  In  vain  waited  for  redress.  There  is  not  any 
matter  of  which  we  have  complained  but  for  which  we  have  In  an 
honorable  and  lawful  manner  submitted  remedies.  The  remedies  for 
these  Krievauces  proposed  by  labor  are  In  line  with  fundamental  law. 
and  with  the  progress  and  development  made  necessary  by  changed 
Industrial  conditions- 
Labor  brings  these,  its  grievances,  to  your  attention  because  yon  are 
the  representatives  responsible  for  legislation  and  for  failure  of  legis- 
l.ition.  The  toilers  come  to  you  as  your  fellow-citizens  who,  by  reason 
of  their  position  in  life,  have  not  only  with  all  other  citizens  an  equal 
Interest  in  our  country,  but  the  further  Interest  of  being  the  burden- 
bearers,  the  wage-earners  of  America.  As  labor's  representatives  we 
ask  you  to  redress  these  grievances,  for  it  is  In  your  power  so  to  do. 
Ijai>or  now  appeals  to  you,  and  we  trust  that  it  may  not  be  In  vain. 
Hut  if  perchance  you  may  not  heed  us,  we  shall  appeal  to  the  conscicncp 
and  the  support  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  CJompers,  James  Duncan,  James  O'Oonnell.  Max 
Morris,  D.  A.  Hayes.  Daniel  J.  Keefe,  Wm.  n. 
lluber,  Joseph  P.  Valentine,  John  H.  Lcnnon.  Frank 
Morrison,  executive  council,  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

List  of  representatives  of  labor  associated  with  the  executive  council  oi 

the    American    Federation    of    Labor    in    the    presentation    of    labor's 

grievances,  Marcli  *-l,  lOOil. 

John  G.  Schmidt,  Bakery  and  ConfectioneiT  Workers'  International 
Union  of  America. 

Itudolph  Schirra,  Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers'  International 
Union  of  America.  ... 

Thomas  H.  Lockwood,  Pocket  Knife  Blade  Grindeis  and  Finishers 
National  Union.  ,         „,  .     ,,   ..j 

Thos.  K.  Kcenan,  Brotherhood  of  Boiler  Makers  and  Iron  Ship  Build- 
ers of  America.  ^  ,.,,  , 

I'eter  I,.  Mitchell,  Brotherhood  of  Boiler  Makers  and  Iron  bhip 
Builders  of  America.  ,  ,  ^,  ,     _    ., , 

James  F.  Speirs,  Brotlierhood  of  Boiler  Ma.kers  and  Iron  blilp  Build- 
ers of  America. 

John  It.  1'.  Krev.  Iron  Molders'  Union  of  North  America. 

Kd    F.  Weber.  International  Association  Glass  House  l-:mployee3. 

Hugh  i'-alvey,  American  I'.rotherhood  of  Cement  Workers, 

]•'    ('    Cengenback,  American  Brotherhood  of  Cement  Workers. 

!•   II    Maliov,  American  Brntherhocd  of  Cement  Workers. 

J.'   J.    Crowley,    The    Granite    Cutters'    International    Association    or 

'  John  '  Lyons,     The    Granite    Cutters'     International     Association    of 

"pYank  Mc.\rdle,  International  Brotherhood  of  Foundry  Employees. 
Cornelius  I'.  Shea,  International  Brotherhood  of  Tenmslers. 
Thos    C.  Fox.   International  Brotheriuiod  of  Teninstcrs. 
.7.  E.  Toone,  International  Brotherhood  of  Tcii-jistors. 


^^^_^^^ ^ ^  lien. 

Wm!''Ma>lieVsM.'lnTeVnTtion7iY'a^^^  ='"?..''^'''-^"?-}y'"''"'';^''.M   cK-^m 

Wm!   if.  .Merrick.   IMumliers,   Gas _FiUei;s._Steam   iMtters,   and   Steam 

ttcrs,  and  Steam 

and  Steam  Fit- 

-rs'  Ilclnors  ot  the  i  nit«i  nraies  auu  <. miinm.  _.!,,„ 

!•    H    Cummins.  International  Brotherhood  of  Blacitsmiths. 
.T.'aV.  Kline.  Internationiii  Brotherhood  of  l»'i''k?,"""'^,s,.,„, „,.<,.  ,-ni,-n 
Chas!  'J'.  Smith.  International  Steel  and  Copper  I'iate  rrinleis    1  ni„n 

°Sf  L!'jc''rdan!''"?nternational  Steel  and  Copper  Plate  Printers'  Union  of 
Ncirth^AmcHca.    j^^j^^.,,,^^,^^^,  gj^^,  ..^^  Copper  Plate  Printers'  Union  of 

"wm-^'ftods™- Paving  Cutlers'  Union  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
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Jas.  J.  Dunn,  Glass  Bottle  Blowers'  Association  ol  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

Wm.  Launer,  Glass  Bottle  Blowers'  Association  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada.     • 

Frank  Feeney,  International  Union  of  Elevator  Constructors. 

Chas.  Hank,  International  Brick,  Tile,  and  Terra  Cotta  Workers'  Al- 
liance. 

Henry  Nolda,  Upholsterers'  International  Union  of  North  America. 

Chas.  E.  Lawyer,  International  Tin  Plate  Workers'  Protective  Asso- 
ciation of  America.  _  ... 

George  Powell,  International  Tin  Plate  Workers'  Protective  Associa- 
tion of  America.  ,  ^  , 

W.    J.    McSorley,    International    Union    of    Wood,    Wire,    and    Metal 
Lathers. 

R.  V.  Brandt,  International  Union  of  Wood,  Wire,  and  Metal  Lathers. 

W.  S.  Crown,  American  Federation  of  Musicians. 

C.  P.  Huestis,  American  Federation  of  Musicians. 

Charles  Berlin,  American  Federation  of  Musicians. 

Thomas  F.  Ryan,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal   Workers'  International 
Alliance. 

Daniel  L.  Desmond,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Alliance. 

Joseph   A.   Daly,   Amalgamated   Sheet   Metal   Workers'    International 
Alliance. 

W.  F.  Gilmore.  Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  .Tolners. 

George  G.  Griffin,  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners. 

William  M.  Lewis,  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators,  and  Paper- 
hangers  of  America. 

Frank  X.  Noschang,  Journeymen  Barhers'  International  Union. 

Thomas  O.  Hughes,  International  Union  of  Slate  Workers. 

G.   M.   Huddleston,   International   Slate  and  Tile   Workers'   Union  of 
America. 

Ben  Russell,  International  Slate  and  Tile  Workers'  Union  of  America. 

Thomas  F.  Tracy,  Cigar  Makers'  InterrPational  Union  of  America. 

J.  A.  Roberts,  Cigar  Makers'  International  Union  of  America. 

Martin  Hellmuth,  Amalgamated  Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher  Workmen 
of  North  America. 

W.  E.  Thompson,  International  Ceramic,  Mosaic,  and  Encaustic  Tile 
Layers  and  Helpers'  Union. 

C.  O.  Pratt,  Amalgamated  Association  of  Street  and  Electric  Railway 
Employees  of  America. 

T.  C.  Parsons,  International  Typographical  Union. 

John  P.  Murphy,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union. 

John  J.  Binder,  International  Union  of  United  Brewery  Workmen. 

John  Mangan,  Steam  Fitters'  International  Union. 

James  M.  Cummlng.  Steam  Fitters'  International  Union. 

Charles  N.  Isler,  Steam  Fitters'   International  Union. 

Henry  Fischer,  Tobacco  Workers'  International  Union. 

William    Feenle,    United    Powder    and    High    Explosive    Workers     of 
America. 

James  G.  McGrlndle,  United  Powder  and  High  Explosive  Workers  of 
America. 

Andrew  Furuseth,   International   Seamen's  Union  of  America. 

J.  L.  Feeney,  International  Brotherhood  of  Bookbinders. 

Rodney    L.    Thixton,    International    Stereotypers    and    Electrotypers' 
Union  of  North  America. 

Michael  J.  Shea,  International  Stereotypers  and  Electrotypers  Union 
of  North  America. 

James  F.  Splann,  International  Stereotypers  and  Electrotypers  Union 
of  North  America. 

F.  M.  Ryan,  International  Association  of  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers. 

P.   J.    McArdle,   Amalgamated   Association   of    Iron,    Steel,   and   Tin 
Workers. 

Martin  Higgins,  International  Printing  Pressmen's  Union. 

John  Golden,  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

J.  T.  Carey,  International  Brotherhood  of  Paper  Makers,  etc. 

Thomas  Mellor,  International  Brotherhood  of  Paper  Makers,  etc. 

H.  B.  Perham,  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

Jere  F.  McCarthy,  Central  Labor  Union,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Charles  W.  Winslow,  Central  Labor  Union,  Washington,  D.  C. 

.Tohn  B.  Colpoys,  Central  Labor  Union,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Shelby  Smith,  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

John  Fltzpatrick,  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor. 

P.  .1.   Flannery,   Interior  Freight  Handlers  and  Warehousemen's  In- 
ternational Union. 
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Now,  sir,  wliile  needed  and  important  labor  bills  haye  been 
long  postponed,  the  Republican  party,  in  power,  has  not  been 
slow  in  fortifying  tlio  I)onoficinries  of  the  pre.^ent  iniquitous 
fiscal  system  by  ainenrtnients  and  in  the  other  directions— for 
instance,  through  the  form  of  a  revision  of  the  military  laws 
by  the  Dick  militni-y  bill  in  lOO.'?.  The  law  was  by  that  act  so 
far  changed  as  to  establish  militarism  more  firmly  ami  in  a 
more  aK.sTiwated  form  than  in  Germany,  Russia,  or  any  of  the 
military  despotisms  of  Kurnpe. 

Two  sections  of  that  drastic  measure  provide  as  follows: 

Sec.  2150.  All  alile-horiiecl  male  clUzena  of  (lie  Tnitod  atate.q,  and 
persons  of  forei^ii  birtll  who  shall  have  derhu-ed  their  intention  to 
become  c  tizen.s  of  the  railed  .Slates  under  and  in  pui-simnce  of  the  laws 
thereof,  between  the  aijes  of  18  and  4.1  years,  are  hereby  declared  to 
constitute  the  national  forces,  and.  with  such  exceptions  and  under 
such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  Iw  law,  shall  be  liable  to  perform 
military  duty  in  the  service  of  the  I'nited  States. 

Skc.  2277.  The  militia  shall  consist  of  everv  able-bodied  male  citizen 
of  the  respective  States.  Territories,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
every  able-bodied  male  of  foreisn  birth  who  l-.as  declared  his  Intention 
to  become  a  citizen,  who  la  more  than  18  and  Ie.ss  than  4r>  years  of 
age,  and  shall  I>e  divide<l  into  two  classes — the  organized,  militia,  to  I>e 
known  as  tlie  National  Guard  of  the  State,  Territory,  or  District  of 
Columbia,  or  by  sucli  other  designations  as  may  be  Riven  them  by  the 
laws  of  the  respective  Slates  or  Territories,  aud  the  remainder  to  be 
known  as  the  Iteserve  Slllitla. 

There  was  no  delay  in  obtaining  action  on  that  bill.  It  went 
in  and  out  of  committee  rooms  with  flying  colors,  as  the  trusts, 
railroad  companies,  and  other  monopolistic  employers  of  labor 
pressed  the  button.  And  after  it  had  passed  both  Houses  it 
was  signed  by  tlie  President  with  equal  promptness. 

Now,  under  the  provisions  of  tliat  law,  every  able-bodied 
citizen — the  members  of  a  labor  union,  for  instance — is  made 
part  and  parcel  of  the  reserve  military  force,  both  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  and  pf  the  respective  States.  So,  now,  if  a 
strike  occurs,  an  unfair,  slave-driving  employer  may  invoice 
military  aid,  and  every  laborer  may  be  made  to  bear  arms  for 
the  pui-pose  of  putting 'down  a  strilce  declared  by  his  own  or- 
ganization; or  a  regiment  of  sti'ike  breaUers  may  be  mastered 
into  service  to  accomplish  the  same  end.  Surely  no  worlving- 
man  in  this  Republic,  whether  belonging  to  any  organization 
or  not,  should  rest  contented  for  a  day  until  a  repeal  or  a  mate- 
rial modification  of  tliat  act  has  been  secured. 

Sir,  in  the  confusion  arising  from  several  matters  affecting 
Labor  interests,  facilities  are  offered  for  deception  being  prac- 
ticed upon  voters  by  Republican  candidates.  The  vital  and  de- 
cisive thing,  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  for  a  moment,  i.s  tlie  effect 
upon  the  election  of  the  Speaker  of  the  next  Congress  of  voting 
lor  candidates  of  the  respective  parties. 

Of  what  avail,  as  affecting  laljor  interests,  to  rely  upon  or 
value  to  any  extent  the  i)romi.ses  of  Republican  candidates  to 
support  labor  measures  when  tlioy  know  in  making  them  that 
if  the  Republicans  have  a  majority  of  the  membership  in  the 
next  Congress,  the  opportunity  to  vote  either  for  or  against 
such  a  bill  will  never  be  affortled.  Tlie  only  way  to  bind  such 
candidates  effectively  for  labor  bills  is  to  exact  ]i!edges  from 
them  not  to  enter  the  party  CiUicus  for  Speaker,  and  to  vote  for 
the  adoption  of  a  set  of  rules  entirely  different  from  lliose  now 
in  vogtie.  Of  course  not  one  of  llii'ui  will,  in  good  faith,  give 
any  such  itledgo.  Tlicre  is  nutiiiiig  snrcr.  Iiarring  (le:ith.  tli;m 
that,  if  a  Re]>ul)licau  be  reelectod  Speaker,  he  will  siiape  and 
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control  all  the  proceedings,  from  action  on  bills  In  the  House 
down  to  the  most  trivial  and  obscure  transactions  behind  the 
closed  doors  of  committee  rooms. 

The  House  IS  not  now  representative,  except  In  the  sense  that 
in  the  person  of  the  Spealier  it  represents  a  despotism.  Before 
any  relief  can  be  had  by  labor,  or  by  any  other  honest  interests, 
there  must  be  a  change  in  personnel  of  the  Speaker  and  In  the 
rules  of  procedure.  These  are  impossible  without  a  change  in 
the  party  complexion  of  the  House.  This  is  obvious,  and  noth- 
ing is  gained  by  attempting  to  conceal  the  facts.  No  attempt  is 
now  made  to  cloalj;  the  autocratic  character  of  the  Speaker's 
power  under  the  rules  which  he  and  his  little  coterie  have  for- 
mulated and  forced  on  the  people  by  unsparing  use  of  the 
party  lash.  The  Speaker  has  publicly  declared  his  personal 
responsibility  for  all  legislation,  and  on  June  28,  1906,  Hon.  W. 
W.  RucKER,  a  Member  from  Missouri,  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
made  the  following  statement,  which  was  not  denied : 

The  committees  of  this  House  are  carefully  formed,  so  as  to  advance 
or  prevent  legislation,  as  the  party  In  power  wishes.  For  months 
friends  of  the.  worklngman  sought  to  Induce  the  Committee  on  Labor 
to  report  the  eight-hour  hill,  hut  their  efforts  were  futile  until,  on  May 
29,  when  it  happened  that  only  seven  members  of  the  committee — 
four  Democrats  and  three  Republicans — were  present,  and  the  Demo- 
crats, being  in  the  majority,  ordered  the  bill  favorably  reported.  The 
gentleman  from  New  .Tersey  [Mr.  Gardner]  was  authorized  to  make  a 
report.  His  report  on  the  bill  was  filed  in  the  House  on  June  26.  I 
appealed  to  the  Speaker  to-day  to  recognize  me  for  the  purpose  of  ask- 
ing unanimous  consent  for  the  consideration  of  this  hill,  and  he 
promptly  refused  my  request  in  a  manner  quite  emphatic.  I  soon 
realized  that  even  tliough  I  could  speak  with  the  tongue  of  angels,  and 
had  all  faith  so  that  I  might  remove  mountains,  yet  I  could  not  pos- 
sibly move  a  Republican  Speaker  of  this  House  to  consent  to  legisla- 
tion in  the  interest  of  3,000,000  American  workingmen.  Thus  this  just 
measure,  ordered  reported  by  Democratic  votes,  will  die  on  the  Calen- 
dar because  we  have  not  a  Democratic  Speaker  in  the  chair. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  these  considerations,  any  yielding 
in  the  coming  campaign  to  promises  and  pledges  made  by  Repub- 
lican candidates  for  Congress,  to  the  extent  of  voting  for  them, 
would  be  so  flagrantly  foolish  as  not  to  a"dmit  of  any  standard  of 
coiniiarison. 
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